
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



vw w M^' -^ 



■^/^CA'^ 



•im 






IfltM^/tA'' 






J'^^^-W' '/^O. 



>^«A^'%^^ii^*fVv«'<«AAi?; 



.A ^ 



■Q«i:v-::^?:^:'??t,. 



A^>«l> 









\^, 



-k w9 




^4 



Li 



THE GIFT OF HIS DAUGHTER 
ALICE FORBES PERKINS HOOPER 



Digitized by 



Google 



., 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE 



ELDERS' JOURNAL 



■\ Vv 



OF THE 



Southern States Mission 



OF THE 



CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER- 
DAT SAINTS. 



VOL. Ill 



A commandment: 
Seek ye dUigenily and teach one another words of wisdom; yea, seek ye out 
of the best hooks words of wisdom; seek learning even by study y and also by 
faith,** — The Lord to the Saints througt» the Prophet Joseph Smith. 

WHY it should be OBSERVED : 

**Knowledge saves a man, and in the world of spirits no man oan be exalted 
but by knowledge. So long as a man will not give heed to the commandments 
he must abide without salvation.** — Joseph Smith the Propihet. 



PUBLISHED BT 

BE^N. E. RICH. 
CHATTANOOGA, TKNN, 



1906 



Digitized by 



Google 



HARVARD COULtGit UltARY 

Jl'.L i ''''^ 

CHARUESELL,O.TPERj|N& 
MEMORIAL COLUCHON 



Digitized by 



Google 



PREFACE 



In pubJisdnng Volume III of tbe £)ldebs' Journal^ it hae been our earnest 
desire to furnish our readers with 9U<3i^ matter as would serve their educational, 
their moral, and their spiritual interests in the best possible way and to the utmost 
degree of 'perfection. Neither time nor labor has been spared in selecting and 
preparing the material for eaid> issue ; and in dischai^ging the duties incident to 
this work tbere iias been but one guiding thought upon* which our minds have been 
centered, and but one end toward wlidch our efforts have been aimed, namely, tbe 
dissemination of the truths of eternal life as they bave been restored by the power 
of God through the instrumentality of the immortal Prophet and Seer, Joseph 
Smitb, and the aocomplisbment of tbe salvation of the souls of men. Wie con- 
stantly have keipt in unnd the best interests of our readers ; and realising that the 
Journal visits the homes of the Saints in the South, the East, the North and 
the West, aod that it also finds its way into the hands of the ESdders in almost 
every missionairy field in the world, we have put forth our best efforts to mcdce it 
both interesting and instructive alike to all. How nearly we have attained this 
end we leave our patrons to say ; but the fact that during the past year the Elders 
and the Saints and our many friends, all being themselves close and careful readers 
of the Journal, without any mercenary inducement or offer whatever, nave assisted 
us to increase the subscription list from about eighteen hundred to five thousand 
subscribers, shows that our efforts have not been in vain. For this most excel lenc 
showing, we are greatly indebted to those of our subscribers who have so faithfully 
worked with us, and most sincerely do we appreciate their hearty co-operation and 
commend them for the valuable service they have performed in the interest of the 
work of the Lord. 

Keeping in mind the facts that we have selected the choicest writings contain- 
ing expositions of declrine, words of counsel and advice from our ablest men in 
the Church, both past and present ; that we have culled some of the most brilliant 
gems of thought relevant to the cause from the pens of recognized men of depth, 
and that sufficient live matter has been introduced to keep our readers abreast of th'f 
times in Church affairs, we conscientiously can recommend Volume III as a 
"pearl of great price" to all those into whose hands it may come. 

The Ix)rd has blessed our labors, and the honor for wiMttever good might have 
been or may yet be accomplished through the influence of the EIlders* Journal 
belongs to our Heavenly Father. 

In sending this volume forth upon its silent mission of usefulness to which 
it is set apart, we wish only to say in conclusion always remember the wonils of 
the Lord given to the Saints through tiie Prophet Joseph «Smath, "Seek ye out of 
the best books words of wisdom ; seek learning even by study and also by faith," 
for, as the Prophet further says, * **Knowled|je saves a man, and in the world of 
spirits no man can be exalted but by knowledge. So long as a man will not give 
heed to the commandments, he must abide without salvation." 

Ben E. Rich. 
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A VISIT TO SALT LAKE CITY AND THE MORMON PEOPLE. 

(By Will N. Hudibubg, in the Chattanooga News.) 

Salt Lake Cky, Utah, the Mormon metropolis of ninety thousand people, is 
one of the prettiest and most interesting cities in the United States. It is beau- 
tiful because of its cosy homes, its green lawns, its shady trees and its great 
temple; and interesting because of the character and greatness of the Mormon 
people who make up half of its population. The industry and thrift of the old 
Mormon pioneer who crossed the desert a thousand miles from the borders of 
civilization fifty-eight years ago, in converting the waste places into gardens and 
groves and laying the foundations for the great commonwealth that has been the 
wonder of the world, is without parallel in the history of modern times ; not since 
the Pilgrim Fathers landed on Plymouth Rock nearly three centuries ago. 

To all broad-minded, liberal and gentle men and women, who would learn 
the ways and life of the Mormon people of Utah, I have to say : Go to Salt Lake 
City and there see for yourselves; see their comfortable homes, their happy fam- 
ilies, look ac the evidences of enterprise on all sides, see their healthy, robust 
children, see everybody working and everybody seemingly contented with his lot. 

Jeff R. Palmer and the writer were in Salt Lake but one day, but we saw so 
much, heard so much, and learned so much, that we had not expected to find away 
out in the Rockies, that we cannot but believe that our good friends of Chatta- 
nooga will enjoy with us in a letter to the News the very pleasant revelation our 
brief sojourn presented ; and we regret we couldn't stop over a month instead of a 
day. 

Soon after our arrival on the morning of July 20, we hunted up our friend, 
Ben B. Rich, the president of the Siouthern States Mission of the Mormon church, 
whose headquarters are at Chattanooga. We were with Mr. Rich during nearly 
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the whole time of our visit in Zion, and after meeting his people and visiting with 
him the attractions of Salt Lake, we told him that he certainly makes a great 
sacrifice in leaving his Utah home to spend eleven months of the year in the 
southern states in the interest of his church, Mr. Rich took us to the 
"Bee-Hive" House, the official residence of President Joseph F. Smith 
of the Mormon church, to meet the venerable president, whom half a mil- 
lion people respect as a prophet of the Lord. This "Bee-Hive*' house or 
mansion, for such it is, is so designated because it is surmounted with 8 
bronzed bee-hive, the emblem of Utah and industry, of about the size of a large 
flour barrel, properly mounted on a substantial base. The mansion is a two-story 
edifice of interesting and pleasing architecture, modern and symmetrical In 
appearance, containing twenty or thirty rooms, and was built by Brigham Young 
nearly fifty years ago. It occupies a corner lot at the intereeccion of "Brigham" 
or South Temple and State streets, surrounded by a well kept lawn and roi»e 
gardens. We were ushered into the presence of President Smith, and enjoyed 
several of the happiest moments of our lives during our brief interview with hiir.. 
We frankly admit that we never have met a kindlier, more fatherly and lovable 
gentleman than President Smith of the Mormon church. Although nearly of the 
age of three score and ten, he does not look it by fifteen years. He is spry and 
active, clear of sight and mind. He shook our hands warmly, bade us sit and 
heartily welcomed us to the City of Saints. He spoke with a mild and gentle, but 
firm and steady voice, and looked us squarely in the eye while talking to us; and 
altogether made us feel at home and comfortable in his presence. He hoped thai 
we might enjoy our visit in Utah, that our sojourn would be filled with pleasant 
incidents, that the people would receive us kindly, that no harm or accident or 
sickness would interfere with our visit, and that we would depart in peace anu 
with our understandings enli^tened' as to conditions among his much abused 
people. Upon learning that we had not yet visited "Saltair" on the great Salt 
Lake, he excused himself for a moment, to return with complimentary trip pass€!< 
to this wonderful bathing and dancing resort fifteen miles west of the city, which 
is hereinafter described. President Smith is one of the grand old men of this 
nation. He is a gentleman of high refinement, of broad and liberal views, and 
magnetic personality. We shall cherish the brief visit with him always with fond 
and pleasant remembrance, the more, perhaps, because we found him so different 
in looks, in actions, and in that indescribable personal environment which always 
surrounds great and good men, from the man we expected to meet and of whom 
so much stuff has been printed. 

We also met President Anton Lund, counsellor to President Smith and of the 
"First Presidency,** and we were very favorably impressed with him. President 
Lund is a native son of Denmark, of about sixty years of age, and very well 
educated. He speaks gix or seven modern languages with great fluency and 
has traveled extensively throughout the civilized world. He has a kind face, 
speaks in a soft voice, but possesses a keen and sharp dark eye through which he 
cakes in a situation quickly. His title of "Counsellor*' seems a very proper 
one for the man considering his special mental qualifications for a safe and 
conservative advisor, if one can judge a man by appearances in a few minutes 
conversation with him. In view of the fact that the Mormon church has been 
placed in the lime light of public attention so frequently during its existence 
and has been made the object of so many hostile and formidable attacks from 
which it has emerged practically unhurt, leads one to believe that its counsellors 
and advisors have been and are diplomats and generals of high rank and attain- 
ment. 

After our visit with the "First Presidency," we were introduced by Mr. Rich 
to Senator Reed- Smooc, whose seat in the United States senate is now being 
contested. Mr. Smoot is a younger man than Messrs. Smith and Lund, being oC 
about forty-two. The senator treated us very courteously, and was very frank 
and entertaining in his conversation and sanguine as to the outcome of the con- 
test for his position in the senate. Mr. Smoot is a man of business and is a 
business man, being interested in most of the successful enterprises of the stare. 
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In his campaign for election to the senate we were told that not a cent was 
spent by himself or his lieutenants for intoxicants or cigars for the entertainmenr 
of his supporters ; that his canvass before the legislature was clean and honorable 
and that he received the support of practically the whole republican party com- 
posed about equally of Mormons and non-Mormons. Mr. Smoot, we are informed, 
and we have every reason to believe our information boch from our observation 
and the character of our informants, is a man of high moral ideals and personal 
integrity ; that he is honest and truthful in his dealings and honorable and upright 
in his conduct. If such are the facts as stated, we cannot but see how that 
membership in the senate of the United States of a man of that character should 
be both desirable and beneficial to that ancient and honorable body, the moral 
standards of whose many members are so inscrutable and so badly in need of 
adjustment. 

In the afternoon we were fortunate in hearing a recital of the great organ, 
the second largest in the world, in the great Mormon tabernacle. This tabernacle 
with its great turtle back roof, seats twelve thousand people comfortably; and 
there is not a pillar in all the auditorium to support the concave covering. This 
building is simply wonderful. It was built by Brigham Young before the Union 
Pacific railroad, and when the distance to nail factories was so great the builders 
used wood pegs to fasten together the great beams in the roof of the structure. 
Located in the west end of the tabernacle which is longer by east and west thnn 
by north and south, is the mighty organ. Three or four times a week recitals on 
this organ are given free to the public. Thousands of tourists avail themselves 
of this rare treat to hear the masters every week. The organ can thunder and 
roar like a mighty artillery duel, or play like the soft and sweet melodies of the 
nightingale. The organist, Mr. McGlellan, is a genius. We listened to him 
perform over thirty minutes, which jmssed like thirty seconds. Words or pencil 
and paper are inadequate to justly describe the sensations of an origan recital in 
the tabernacle. Some of the notes so nearly resemble the human voice that with 
one's eyes closed one cannot tell whether it is the organ which plays or whether 
a master vocalist sings his best, so perfectly is the imitation. The music lovers 
of Chattanooga would make regular pilgrimages to Salt Lake to hear the grea' 
organ if they realized the excellence and the quality of these recitals given free 
to the public three and four times a week. Around the great organ were the 
five hundred seats of the great choir. What a volume of music five hundred 
voices accompanied by that organ could roll out. If we could have spared the time 
we would certainly have stayed over to attend the Sunday services to hear 
the celebrated Mormon tabernacle choir, if for no other purpose. 

The temple is built on the same **block" as the tabernacle. The lot contains 
ten acres, and is laid off in lawns and trees and gardens, fenced in on the four 
sides by a twelve or fifteen foot high masonry wall, accessible by four great 
gates opening onto four streets. The temple is a magnificent edifice,* oblong in 
shape, five or six stories in height and surmounted by six great spires, three on 
each end. The architecture of the temple is unique and very beautiful. Several 
million dollars were expended in its building which covered forty years of time. 
Only members of the Mormon church in good fellowship are admitted to the 
temple, and then only for the purpose of attending to sacred ceremonies an J 
rites, such as baptisms for the dead, sealings, marriages and the like, or for the 
attendance of services of the priesthood. 

The city and county building of Salt Lake county and city is another beau- 
tiful building which cost over a million dollars to erect. It is located in the middle 
of another ten-acre square, well parked in lawns with walks and fountains. This 
structure is as fine as one will see in any southern or eastern city. The courts, 
county, municipal and state offices are located in this building. The edifice 1$ 
finished on the inside in mart>le and onyx and gray stone without. Salt Lake 
has many beautiful buildings. The government is just completing a four-story 
federal structure in gray granite of classic architecture which will be ready for 
occupancy in a month. Perhaps one of the most distinctive,, features of Salt 
Lake is the wide streets with big shade trees on both sides. The streets are all 
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nearly as wide as Pennsylvania avenue of Washington. The squares cover ten 
acres of land which makes it possible for roomy yards for residences. We walked 
east on South Temple street and saw some of the finest and prettiest cottages 
and most magnificent mansions we ever saw in any city. Former Senate 
Reams' home cost upwards of half a million dollars and is built of white stone 
with marble* porch, pillars and trimmings. Several car loads of marble froiii 
Marietta, Ga., are used in the house. This South Temple street extends for 
three miles, well paved and parked, and scores of homes costing from ten thousand 
to a hundred thousand dollars front on it. Salt Lake has many millionaires, min- 
ing men, bankers, brokers, lawyers, merchants and stockmen, who seem to vie 
with one another in beautifying their homes. And what a delightful place to live 
In, four thousand feet above the sea, and at the foot of the Washatch mountains 
ten thousand feet high. Snow in the tops of the mountains was plainly visible 
on the 20th of July. The nights are cool in the canyon breezes, and it is alto 
getlier good to be alive in Salt Lake City. 

Our visit to Saltair, on the lake, with complimentary tickets from Presid>nc 
Smith, was a most enjoyable outing. This resort is of world-wide reputation. It 
has perhaps the largest dancing floor, and smooth as glass, of any dancing pavilion 
in the world. Saltair is built over the lake on thousands of piles fifteen feet 
from the water, and ten thousand people at a time often flock to the resort to 
enjoy a picnic, a dip in the briny water or a glide on the great dance floor. 
Saltair has many of the features of most summer resorts — theaters, -swings, 
bowling alleys, shooting galleries, whirling horses and the like, but all built over 
the water on driven piles. And there is no other bathing in the world like Saltair 
affords in the great salt sea of America. The water is so salty that one cannor 
•ink in it' The temperature of the lake was eighty-four degrees the day we 
visited it, and hundreds of bathers were floating about on the waves jike so many 
pieces of light wood. The architecture of the pavilion is of oriental design, two 
stories in height and covered with Moorish domes. The dance hall on the second 
story is open on all sides to the lake breezes and lighted by thousands of electric 
lights which are brilliantly reflected in the polished floor of a night. From five to 
six hundred couples may dance here at a time without over-crowding the floor. 
The roof of the dance pavilion is oval and oblong in ahtipe and made of steel 
constmccion without a pillar or post except from the sides to support it. The 
orchestra is composed of ten or fifteen pieces, and sits in a shell sounding board, 
80 that the music can be heard in every part of the hall. There is nothing like 
it in the world. Everybody dances in Salt Lake— old and young. Mormon and 
non-Mormon, and everybody is happy. Fully five thousand people were at Saltair 
during our visit, mingling in friendly and democratic intercourse. We were 
told that about half the people whom we saw there were Mormons, but they all 
looked alike to us. They knew no distinction along religious lines so far as 
we could see. They didn't care whether their neighbors were Catholics, Jews, 
Protestants or Mormons. In this regard it was a revelation to us to find that 
one couldn't tell a Mormon from a non-Mormon in Salt Lake. They all live 
together in their city peacefully and mind their own affairs as a rule. They do 
business with one another, entertain one another socially and live on an equality 
such as one would expect to find among any civilized people. We looked to sro 
chose sad faced women and those terrible tyrants of men in Salt Lake we had 
heard so much about, but we saw none of them, and we don't believe there are 
any there. They all looked like the best people of our southern cities. Tb re 
is this difference, however, between the south and the west; the west hasn't a 
colored population. We reluctantly returned to Salt Lake from Saltair after 
dark to catch otur train for the west. And it was a beautiful sight to behold — 
the city at the base of the mountains in front of us on the east, high up and all 
aglow with lights and the Saltair at our backs on the west all alight with elec- 
tricity reflecting and dancing in the salt waves. 

We left Salt Lake City with misgivings that we could not stay over longer. 
Wc enjoyed our visit with superlative pleasure and left a happy, contented and 
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prosperous people when we departed from the commanity. Onr visit Was a new 
revelation in this — that it changed our ideas of the Mormon capital and the 
leaders of che Mormon people whom we met in nearly everything we had had it 
ki mind to find. We believe our preconceived notions of things in Utah were 
formed by the agitator with an itching palm. The south and east ought not 
to subscribe money to reform Utah when the money chus subscribed is needed 
so much more to reform the east and the south. Utah can take care of ita own 
affairs, and we all should mind our own business. 



IMPRISONED FOR THE GOSPEL'S SAKE. 

Elder W. H. Hopkins writing from Teasdale, Miss., July 27, 1905, gives the 
details of the arrest and imprisonment of himself and Elder Chester Liljenquist 
while preaching the Gospel of the Son of Ood in Tallahatchie county. He says: 
**Last Saturday evening Elder Liljenquist, myself and some of the saints of this 
place went to what was annouced to be a Campbellice meeting. When we got to 
the church we found a large congregation had assembled. After waiting aboui 
an hour and a half, the people concluded their shepherd had deserted thhm. A 
man arose and announced that inasmuch as the preacher had not arrived, chey 
would be dismissed, but would meet on the morrow. The congregation got up and 
proceeded to leave the house, when I arose and asked if I might preach to them. 
We were denied the privilege, so I thanked them and walked out of the house. At 
we were leaving, a couple of ladies approached us and asked us co go to a near-by 
schoolhouse and preach, which invitation we gladly accepted. We announced the 
meeting from the outside of the church, which the people were leaving, and no 
sooner had we done so, when the man who had denied us the privilege of preach- 
ing to the people, said in an angry tone : **I most emphatically object to any such 
movement." We wenc over to the school house, followed by a large crowd. 

** After we had arrived at the school house, and the people were all com- 
fortably seated — that is, all who could get inside — we opened our meeting, and 
Elder Liljenquist addressed the congregation on the divine mission of Joseph Smith 
the Prophet, bearing a strong cestimony. I spoke on the kingdom of God and the 
first principles of the Gospel, not forgetting to bear my testimony to them, in all 
humility. After announcing a meeting for the next day at che same place, we 
dismissed the meeting. We had held several meetings in the sdioolhouse previous 
to this one. The people went home, more than satisfied, and we were overjoyed 
to think the Lord had opened the way for us co i)ear the message of salvatioD 
to such a large crowd of people. We would always have felt condenmed had 
we not done so. We stayed that night at the home of Taylor Glarkson. 

"Sunday afternoon's meeting was attended by a fine congregation of earnest 
lisceners. By the help of the Lord, we declared the plan of salvation as it is 
laid down in the Bible, and after dismissal distributed our literature to the people. 
As we went out of the door, the sheriff, with a big 44 revolver strapped on him, 
stepped up and said he had a warrant for our arrest. He then read a com- 
plaint charging us with disturbing religious services. We submitted to arrest, 
and the sheriff wanted to know if we did not wish to give bail. We told him 
no, although there were men there who would have gone on the bonds. The sheriff 
asked when we would be ready for trial, and we told him Wednesday, on aooounl 
of the absence of some of our most important witnesses. We gave him che names 
of eleven witnesses^ and he then took us to his home, where we stayed all night, 
prisoners. The justice of the peace sent him word to put us in jail if we dkt 
not give bonds, so the next morning, glorious July 24, he cook us to Charleston, 
the county seat, about twenty miles away. The sheriff rode horseback, with his 
big gun strapped in front of him, and we, like animals, being driven, afoot. We 
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reached Charleston about 11 o'clock at night, and were locked behind prison bars, 
like felons. Here we stayed until Wednesday, July 26, ac 9 a. m., when the 
sheriff came to take us to trial. We expected to be taken back to Teasdal*.. 
where our friends were, but instead of it he drove us twelve miles in aa 
opposite direction, he on horseback and us afoot. When we got to che placa 
of trial — a store — ^we found the building filled with our enemies. You couhi 
see the devil fairly dancing in their eyes. Our witnesses were not there — in fact 
they had never been subpoenaed, as they never intended to have a proper trial. 
Tliey wanted us to compromise, andi a man, whom we had supposed to b? 
friendly, advised us to do as they suggested, and we concluded that possibly it 
was the cheapest way to get out of the company of chose blood-thirsty villain.s. 
They fined us one dollar and costs, but afterwards withdrew the fine. The 
costs amounted to eight dollars, and we feel to thank che Lord that we had some 
friends who paid it for us. It was simply a mock trial, for the privilege of 
speaking in the Ounpbellite meeting. 

•*The man who denied us the privilege of talking to the people, chat same 
night lost the best horse he had, while the man who entered the complaint 
against us, while going to the trial, fell unconscious from his horse', and they 
had CO go for him in a buggy. 

"After the trial was over we both stood up and bore our testimony, and 
feel to rejoice in the glorious work of the Lord." 



AUGUST REVIEW. 



Alabama. — ^The ordinance of baptism was administered to several honest 
investigacors at Gadsden and Molder. The work in Montgomery has been hin- 
dered on account of the yellow fever excitement. After getting permission from Uio 
mayor to canvass Alabama City, Elder H. S. Parkinson had considerable 
trouble with the chief of police there, who told him that if ic was not against 
the law to teach Mormonism, that he had a law of his own that would stop him. 
He followed Elder Parkinson up, and as he would introduce himself and his 
business, the unscrupulous official would ask the scranger at the house if ho 
wanted anything to do with the Mormons. 

Florida. — On the 4th three honest souls were baptized at the St. John's river 
in a heavy rain. Pres. Rich visited Jacksonville on the 12th in che interests of 
our new church to be built there. On the 18th Pres. Ferrin went to Georgia to 
hold branch conference there. 

Gbobgla. — ^The work is progressing very satisfactorily in Atlanta, Macon au<i 
Augusta, many street and cot cage meetings being held each week. The eldeis 
laboring in the country report religious revivals in full swing, making it difficult 
to hold meetings. 

Kentucky. — ^There have been twenty-three honest souls baptised during thft 
month. Elders Broadbenc and B^eman have visited the conference in the interesN 
of the Sunday schools. 

Middle Tennessee. — Pres. Grant, writing from Arington, Tenn., says : "We 
have just held very successfully a series of two days' meetings, Saturday and 
Sunday, Aug. 12th and 13th, where Elders Dance and Woodward had labored 
a year ago last April, making friends of two families who became very interested. 
We are happy to say these meetings cerminated in great joy to the head of each 
family, Geo. F. Edens and J. I. Nealey, who prepared a bowery, where we held 
six meetings, also one on the water's banks, where they were bom of the water, 
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being witnessed by about one hundred and fifty souls. Pres. J. W. Grant officiated 
in the ordinance. 

Mississippi. — ^ITie elders have been greatly hampered in their labors owing to 
the yellow fever quarantine in the state. Elders Wm. Hopkins and Chester Lil- 
jenquist were arrested and imprisoned in the Tallahatchie county jail for having 
asked permission to address a congregation which had been disappointed in their 
preachers not arriving. These two brethren afterwards administered the ordinance 
of baptism to two honest souls. 

NOBTH Caboijna. — ^As £21ders Montgomery and Simpson were making a few 
revisits in Winston-Salem, among friends and Saints, one of the Saints, Sister 
Bostie, found a letter in her yard, warning her against harboring Mormon elder-:, 
and for chem to leave her house, as they meant business. The elders did so, they 
having completed their work in that locality. 

Ohio. — During the past month a good work has been done on the street 
comers in the large cities of the state, where the Elders have addressed crowds of 
people. We had a very pleasant time the few days Pres. Rich was with us. 

South Cabouna. — Six baptisms were reported for the month. Pres. R. Ray 
Nixon ad Elder J. H. Cook have arranged to start two Book of Mormon Classens 
among the people at Columbia, Richland Co. A number of successful cottage 
meetings have been held by Elders Jens C. Anderson, Jos. Nelson and Jos. Andei 
son at Wallhalla, Oconee county. 

ViBOiNiA. — ^We have had a great deal of rain which has hindered the elders 
to some extent in their canvassing, and has done a great deal of damage to the 
crops in farming districts. The elders have met with no violence from mobs, 
and have received courteous treatment from the good people of Virginia. Elders 
H. E. Owens and B. E. Stone were refused the privilege of working among the 
people of Fries, (Grayson Co.), by the authorities of that place. The Saints in 
Giles county have enlarged their church at Mountain Lake, and preparations havo 
been made to hold the fall conference there. The counties of Bland and Scoit 
have been thoroughly canvassed, and Floyd. Buchanan and Tazewell have been 
entered again. Elders D. B. Foulger (who labored in this conference during the 
fore part of his mission) and A. C. Wright, who are on their way home, visited 
many places of historical interest in this city yesterday, and this morning left for 
Washington, D. C. 



The noblest motive is the public good. — VirgiL 



From the looks, not the lips, is the soul reflected. — McDonald Clarke. 



Take away the sword ; states can be saved without it ; bring the pen — Bultcer. 



Know how to listen, and you will profit even from those who talk badly. — 
Plutarch. 



Beauty without grace is the hook without the bait. Beauty without expression 
tires. — Emerson. 



No civilization other than that which is Christian is worth seeking or possess- 
ing. — BUmarck. 
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EDITO RIAL. 



THE DEVIL'S CHOICEST COUNTERFEIT. 

"We are not antagonistic to any religions sect In the United States, excepting the 
Utali Mormons." 

The above remark was made by an elder of the Reorganized Church a short 
time since, when showing one of the missionaries of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints through the temple at Kirtland, a building now owned by the 
Reorganizers. The missionary was a stranger to the individual making the state- 
ment, or he possibly would never have made it, which goes to show that without 
doubt the same remarkable declaration is made to all strangers visiting the 
historic structure. Consequently, it is now understood that the special mission of 
the Reorganized Church is that of hatred, and chey are very anxious that all 
people should understand cheir position. We are also anxious that their position 
should be known, so that members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints will not be deceived by this spurious organization. And the elders in this 
Mission should warn every convert and every investigator and friend as to what 
they may expect when they turn their hearts to God and determine to learn of 
His ways. For they can depend upon it that these representatives of thi^ 
apostate organization will camp upon their trail and attempt to uproot the 
faith planted there by the Word as declared by our elders. 

No other form of so-called religion affords the devil such an opportunity for 
making an aggressive warfare on the Church of Christ as does the Reorganized* 
Church. It is as near a counterfeit of the true Church, organized in this dis- 
pensation by God, through, the Prophet Joseph Smith, as it is possible to conceiv*^ 
of. It professes to believe in the di\'ine mission of this latter-day prophet, and 
in a church with apostles; but yet it is absolutely devoid of authority and revela- 
iton, and the other powers and blessings which characterized the administration of 
Joseph Smith. It is the very church peculiarly adapted to the work of the adver- 
sary, into which he can steer all those who are capable of being deceived. It 
should be remembered that this is a day when the devil will so imitate the truih 
that if it were jK)ssible the very elect would be deceived. He will have power to 
transform himself "into an angel of light" and "maketh fire come down froia 
heaven on the earth in the sight of men" chat thereby he "deceiveth them thrc 
dwell on the earth." What better medium or organization could he have to 
accomplish this than one patterned after the true church o^ Christ, albeit devoid 
of, yec claiming to have, the authority of the priesthood of the Son of God. 

The spirit of hatred filled the hearts of the men who instituted the Reorganized 
Church — hatred against the men upon whose shoulders the mantle of the Prophe^ 
Joseph had fallen, and the evil one has filled the hearts of its leaders ever since. 
Hatred and contention have been and are their particular mission agaist the Church 
of Jesus Chrits of Latter-day Saints. No wonder, then, that the Reorganizcrs 
should unite in declaring to the world, "We are not antagonistic to any religiou< 
sect, excepting the Utah Mormons." How true the words of the Savior, as 
recorded in the Book of Mormon (III Nephi xi, 2D-30) : "For verily, verily. I 
say unto you, he that hath the spirit of contention is not of me, but is of the 
devil, who is the father of contention, and he stirreth up the hearts of men to 
contend with anger, one with another. Behold, this is not my doctrine, to s':ir 
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up the hearts of men with anger, one against another ; but this is my doctrine, chac 
such things should be done away." 

The Reorganizers go hand in hand with the Presbyterian, the Methodist and 
the Baptist in their warfare upon the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, following up the searcher after truth and injecting their poison and 
yenom at every opportunity. They court the favors of the world, and are anxious 
that chey shall not be classed with the Utah Mormons. They do not want perse- 
cution, nor do they wish to be at "outs" with the rest of spurious Christianity. 
They are of the world, therefore the world loves its own, and will care for them, 
and they have no need to fear that persecution will be their lot. And it is always 
their aim in preaching upon the streets to impress upon their hearers that they do 
not belong to that sect which is despised of the religious organizations, doing thh 
CO gain favor with the rest of Christianity. , 

The very name "Reorganized" with which they have christened their spurious 
church, itself declares the falsity of their claims, especially when it is understood 
as detailed in another portion of this article, that its organizers were apostates. 

The prophet Daniel, in interpreting the dream of the king of Babylon, as 
recorded in the second chapter of Daniel, tells what shall happen in the "latter 
days," when the image should be ground into pieces by the "stone cut out of the 
mountain without hands." It is to be in these days when "the God of Heaven 
shall set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed, and the kingdom shall 
not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all other 
kingdoms, and it shall stand forever." This kingdom the Prophec Joseph Smith 
claimed to be the instrument in the hands of God of organizing and through all the 
tribulations and persecutions and drivings and martyrdoms it has passed through, 
€rod has been mindful of His promises and has not permitted the destruction of 
His kingdom, nor has He left it with any other people, but the Saints of the 
Most High possess ic, and will possess it, for ever and ever. Had it passed to the 
Josephite Church, as the Reorganizers claim, then this prophecy could have bnd 
no fufilling as a result of the mission of Joseph Smith. They themselves claim 
that it was "broken down" and remained disorganized for sixteen years, at which 
time representatives of various apostate factions which had broken away from 
the Church and set up their standard under such leadership as Strang, Lyman 
Wight, and other apostates, met together and found middle grounds upon which 
they could meet in unison and perfected what they called the Reorganized Church, 
which they blasphemously presented to the Prophet's son in the name of Jesu^ 
Christ, and ordained him their prophet, seer and revelator. 

It is true the courts awarded the building known as the Kirtland Temple lo 
the Reorganizers, and they have placarded this fact on its walls. 
But of what particular value is such a building to them? What do 
they know about temples? What do they know about the sacred ordinances of 
the Lord's house, as revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith? What do they know 
about performing the ordinance of baptism for the dead? or the washings and s^al- 
ings and anointings and endowments given in Temples? Directly that building 
became polluted by man, it was no longer fit for the holy work for which it was 
erected. Joseph Smith abandoned it, as God had abandoned it, and had the prophet 
returned to Kirtland, he would never have used it for any of the purposes for 
which it was built. Therefore, when the Reorganizers went into court, asking for 
a title of the building, the original and true church, knowing of its pollution, made 
no attempt to interfere, as the building had already, in the days of the Prophet, 
been abandoned for the use for which it was built. 

Had the temple at Kirtland not been polluted by man, and consequently aban- 
doned by the church, it would never have been used as it is now, as a puppet-show 
or museum, turned over to the curious to be gazed at with worldly eyes. 

Any one acquainted with the Prophet Joseph, knows that the first thing he 
thought of when the church found a resting place from its drivings, was to search 
out a site on which a temple could be built to the most high God. This is evident 
to those who followed their history from Kirtland to Independence, to Far West, 
to Nauvoo, where sites for temples were selected by the Prophet, showing it to b*? 



Digitized by 



Google 



10 ELDERS' JOURNAL. 

uppermost in his mind wherever he went; and he never lost sight of the great 
importance of the work which God showed to him mast be done in a cemple. The 
Bame spirit of Elijah rested on Brigham Young, his successor. The very first thing 
he did, after the pilgrimage of the pioneers to the great Salt Lake valley, was to 
place his stick in the ground, on the very spoc where the great Salt Lake tempi rj 
now stands, and say to those around him, **Here shall be erected the temple of one 
Qod I" And there it stands today, wherein thousands administer in behalf of the 
dead, and become saviors upon Mount Zion. The same can be said of the temples 
ac Manti, at St. George, and at Logan, Utah, where millions in money have been 
expended in the erection of these sacred edifices. 

Every truth, every principle, every ordinance, every key and every bless- 
ing bestowed by the God of Heaven upon Joseph Smith, His anointed, is now with 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, and before the prophets death 
he told the Twelve^ that every gift, power or authority received by him, he had 
conferred upon them, the Twelve, and they were in possession of all the power and 
authority necessary to build up the kingdom of God, in all the world. At tho 
prophet's death, this quorum, standing next in authority, as shoton by the revela- 
tions of Ood, with Brigham Young, as the president of the quorum, took charge 
of the church in the face of the opposition of those miserable apostates who after- 
wards became the foundation of the "Reorganized Church," and God's work has noi 
in any degree, been destroyed nor has it been left to another people. If the "Re- 
organizers" had the only true gospel, they would be exhibiting some of its fruits, — 
"love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance" 
(Gal. V, 22-23) instead of hate, contention, reviling, strife, envy, and other "works 
of the flesh." 

Their elder was indeed correct in making his statement that they "are not 
antagonistic to any religious organization in the United States, excepting the 
Utah Mormons," although we know that among the members of the Reorganizer*? 
there are many honest people who have been deceived, and it is our earnest hope 
that their eyes will be opened to see that God would not allow His work to he 
established and then disorganize it, and afterwards suffer it to be reorganized by 
men who had fought His authority and tried to overthrow His work. 

If the Saints will closely study the prediction of the prophet Daniel, referred 
to in this article, they will observe that from the time the little stone was ciif 
out of the mountain without hands, its destiny was to have a continuous growth, 
instead of being broken up, and having to be cut out of the mountain again — for a 
second start, or a reorganization. Any one acquainted with the history of rbe 
Church will know that God has blessed His work from its organization with a 
continuous growth ; at the close of each year the little stone has been larger 
than it was the previous year; and so it will continue until its destiny is ful- 
filled by becoming a great mountain, as seen by Daniel, and it filh the whole earth 
with the righteousness of God. The Prophet Joseph understood this and realized, 
more than any other man, the impossibility of disorganizing or staying the contin 
uous growth of the work. His faith and knowledge of this were emphatically and 
beautifully stated by him in the following language : 

"No unhallowed hand can stop the work of God from progressing. Persecu- 
tion may rage ; mobs may combine ; armies may assemble ; calumny may defam<^ ; 
but the truth of God will go forth boldly, nobly and independently, until it ha- 
penetrated every continent, visited ever clime, swept every country and sounded in 
every ear, till the purposes of God shall be accomplished and the Great Jehovah 
shall say the work is done." 



The Reorganized Church is the result of the work of apostates and was organ- 
ized without authority after a lapse of sixteen years from the Prophet's death. 
In brief, the history of events culminating in its organization is as follows: Im- 
mediately after the martyrdom of Joseph Smith in June, 1844, Sidney Rigdon 
hastened to Nauvoo and offered himself to the Saints in a public meeting as a 
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guardian, clahning be bad received a vision in wbicb many important tbings bail 
been sbown bim. Notwithstanding tbe reputation Sidney Rigdon bad as an orafor. 
and despite tbe fact tbat he spoke for an hour and a half, be made no impression 
upon the multitude. President Brigham Young arose as soon as Rigdon sat down, 
and be bad no sooner commenced speaking than tbe people recognized tbe voice of 
t^e Prophet Joseph ; and not only tbat, but it seemed to tbe people as though 
Joseph himself stood there before them, so transfigured was President Young as be 
thundered out, "I will tell you who your guardians will be — tbe Twelve !" No 
longer was there any doubt in the minds of the people as to who should preside, 
and out of tbe thousands assembled that day, not one voted in support of Sidney 
Rigdon's claims. 

Soon after this William Smith, brother of the Prophet Joseph, now patriarch 
of the Church in place of.Hyrum, who bad been martyred, claimed the position of 
President of the Church, because be was tbe only surviving brother of Joseph. So 
violent did be become in denunciation of those who would not entertain bis claims, 
tbat be was excommunicated from the Church. He then drifted to Wisconsin and 
associated himself with James J. Strang and other apostates in an attempt to 
establish a church, from the remnants of the Church left in Illinois and Wisconsin, 
placing himself as its president. He failed in this, however, and subsequently be- 
came connected with tbe Reorganizers when they placed young Joseph at its head. 

Lyman Wight and Bishop George Miller next made an ineffectual attempt fo 
divide tbe Church, and did lead away small parties of its membership, going to 
Texas to establish themselves. They soon quarreled and finally separated, MilHr 
making bis way to Wisconsin, where be joined James J. Strang. Both had been 
excommunicated from the Church, however. As to James J. Strang, he claimed 
tbat about ten days before bis death the Prophet Joseph gave bim a letter contain- 
ing a revelation appointing him to be bis successor as president and prophet, follow- 
ing it up by asserting tbat immediately after the martyrdom of Joseph Smith am 
angel appeared unto bim and ordained bim to be a prophet to tbe Church. Among 
those who accepted and sustained bis claims were William Smith, tbe brother of 
tbe Prophet, tbe notorious John C. Bennett, John E. Page and others. Strang, 
besides being prophet and president, was crowned as a king over tbe people whom 
he led away from tbe Church to Wisconsin. A general uprising took place among 
this people there in which Strang was killed, and tbe organization fell to pieces. 

Among those who believed in the claims of William Smith to be President of 
the Church, on the grounds that he was the only surviving brother of tbe Prophcl 
Joseph, was one Jason W. Briggs, who also had ^^revelations" claiming how the 
Church should be conducted, which "revelation" was sent out to tbe scattered 
churches. At the same time as this was being done, Zenas H. Gurley, presiden: 
of one of tbe Strang branches in southwestern Wisconsin, became convinced that 
neither James J. Strang, William Smith, nor any that had claimed to be prophet-i 
since Joseph's death were servants of God, and he claimed to have been com- 
manded by the "voice of the spirit" to rise up and cast them all off. He read cte 
"revelation" of Briggs, predicting the coming forth of one of the* seed of Joseph 
the Prophet to lead the Church, but even this he would not wholly accept, although 
be states the Holy Spirit declared to him subsequently that "the suceess^r < f 
Joseph Smith is Joseph Smith, the son of Joseph Smith the Prophet." Brigg« 
and Gurley then united, called a conference of their followers and disclaimed oil 
connection with those men who bad presumed to lead the church. They then 
organized one themselves and ordained apostles, among whom were Briggs and 
Gurley. Young Joseph, who had failed as a merchant, lawyer, farmer and railroad 
contractor, was then called to act as president of this Reorganized Church, which 
he did, in 1860, seven years after Briggs and Gurley established it. This took place 
at a conference at which Gurley presided. The people voted to receive him as n 
prophet, the successor of his father, and Gurley said : "Brother Joseph, I present 
this church to you in the name of Jesus Christ." In the course of his response, 
young Joseph said : "I pledge myself to promulgate no doctrine that shall not h<» 
approved by you, or the code of good morals." Gurley with others then ordained 
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him as president of the high priesthood and president of the church, notwithstand- 
ing they possessed no authority themselves with which to do this. 

All through this medley of confusion, when Law and Wight and Smith an«1 
Briggs and Gurley and other apostates were organizing churches, it is remarkable 
chat no one was heard to proclaim the most prominent argument now used by the 
Reorganizers, that the Prophet Joseph ordained his son at Liberty Jail, Missouri, 
to be his successor. And yet had such a thing occurred it would have been of 
no avail, because God, by His revelations through the Prophet Joseph, had already 
set forth the power and authority of the quorums of His priesthood, stating wh?ch 
of them constituted the highest, as well as designating the next in authority which 
should become the successor of the highest when death should take away the presi- 
dent. But even this latest argument of the Reorganizers has recently received a 
cooling set-back by the affidavit of John Rigdon, son of Sidney Rigdon, who was 
with young Joseph all the time during the visit made by him and his mother co 
Liberty Jail, and who declares most solemnly, under oath, that young Joseph's 
statement as to being ordained by his father the Prophet is a base falsehood, and 
that no such anointing or ordination took place as is now alleged by the apostate 
organization. 

All this time the body of the Church, under the leadership of President 
Brigham Young, upon whom the mantle of Joseph had so signally fallen, had con- 
tinued to grow and increase under the divine approbation of the Lord. No weapon 
that had been formed against it bad prospered, and every hand raised against it ha:i 
come to naught. It had not become disorganized by the death of the Prophet or the 
apostacy and traitorous conduct of its leading men. Instead, the Church has ba- 
come a mighty people in the midst of the Rocky Mountains, as the Prophet Joseph 
predicted it should become, and it has continued the work of redemption both for 
the living and the dead, for the glory of Zion, which it will continue to do until th: 
consummation of all things. 



NOTES FROM THE FIELD. 



Back numbers of Volume T\^'o of the Journal can be had by those desiring to 
complete their volume. Send at once. 



The missionary subscription price to the Juvenile Instructor is now $1.2n. 
The elders will please remember this hereafter. 



We have a few bound volumes of Vol. I of The Elders' Journal. These will 
be valuable in a few years. Any one desiring a volume can get them for seventy- 
five cents delivered. 



One of our subscribers in Georgia says : **I had rather do without bread than 
The Journal, if there was a way to sustain life, for the dear little Journal 
is food for the soul." 



We appreciate the kind help given by Elder E. A. Griffin, at Escalante, Utah, 
who sends us the names of half a dozen subscribers secured by him in his ward. 
**Go thou and do likewise." 



The elders of the mission are counseled to adopt the derby hat from now on. 
This will produce a uniformity among the missionaries, which is greatly desired, 
besides which they are more durable. 
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"We have given the Joubnal special attention," says Pres. Hull of the Ohio 
conference, "and as the fruits of our labor, most every Saint in Ohio is visited 
every two weeks by our little messenger of truth." 



President Rich has appointed a meeting of the conference presidents for Fri 
day and Saturday, September 22 and 23, in Chattanooga, and a grand time of 
rejoicing is expected when the brethem all get together. 



The set of stereoscopic views, twenty-nine in number, composing the "Silent 
Missionary," can be had for $4.25 postpaid. If a stereoscope is needed with it. 
send an extra eighty cents. We have a few of them in aluminum. 



During a series of nine meetings recently held at Moulder, Madison county, 
Ala., by Elders Jacob A. Paton and David Larson, a spirit of interest and inves- 
tigation was manifested. One baptism has taken place with prospects of many 
others as a result of the work done. 



We have received a communication from Bro. Benj. Richardson of the Glol>o 
cotton mills, at Augusta, Ga., in which he narrates his conversion to the church 
and bears a strong testimony to the divinity of Joseph Smith's mission. Had we 
room we would have gladly published it. 



Second class colonists' rates on the railroads will be effective, going wesc, on 
September 15, and are good until October 21. These rates are very low, and 
people contemplating going west should arrange to take advantage of them. liet 
all such communicate wich this office. 



Letters of appointment, such as are now being used in the mission, have 
been sent out this week to the elders, and dates have been filled in to correspond 
with the daces the brethren arrived in the field, together with the Conference m 
which they were assigned to labor, and the name of the Conference President. 



The next issue of the Journal will contain a most valuable article written by 
Sidney Rigdon in the sixth year after the Church was organized. It is taken from 
the Latter-day Saints Messenger and Advocate, published at Kirtland, O., in 
December, 1836, che first periodical published by the Church. The Journal will 
contain many of these gems, and therefore it should be widely circulated. 



Pres. R. Ray Nixon of the South Carolina conference writes: "The Saints are 
greatly interested in the Elders* Journal.. It has opened up a home for the 
elders in Columbia. A lady was at the home of one of our Saints and saw the 
Journal. She took it home and read the account of the mobbing in Tennessee, 
and it so moved her that she is now a good friend and investigator, besides sub- 
scribing for the paper." 



**The Elders' Journal is a paper I would not be without," writes Elder W. 
M. Hansen, of Logan, Utah. "When it reaches me, and I note its contents, I 
feel as though I was back in my southern home again. Anything which comes 
from the southern states always finds a warm spot in my heart. I love the south 
and her people, for it was there I planted my youthful footprints in trying to 
explain the principles of life and salvation unto that people, and I hope when out 
Father shall see fit to again call me in his vineyard to preach his Gospel that 
my lot will be with the southern states. 
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Elder James H. Wallis, who has been laboring in the Mission office in connec- 
tion with The Eldebs' Joubna.l, has been appointed associate editor of the mis- 
sionary paper, and the bulk of the work will rest upon his shoulders. We desire 
to say to the elders that they must heed all the counsel given them from time to 
time through the pages of the Joubnal, and not conceive the idea that the^words of 
the paper are to have any less weight with them on account of this announcemenr. 
The President of the Mission is consulted concerning matter which appears in th<»se 
pages, and the elders should receive the Journal as their official guide in their 
labors. Elder Wallis has been given a temporary leave of absence on acocunt of 
important business connected with his newspaper in the west, but will return and 
be at his post of duty in about two weeks. 



While laboring in Crenshaw Co., Alabama, Elder L. E. Harris and Pres. 
Jesse F. Bean attended a Campbellite revival, and listened to a sixty minu^i 
tirade on "Mormonism," after which they asked permission to speak in defense of 
the religion and people who had just been so defamed and abused, and to their 
own astonishment were granted the privilege. They held a meeting, devoting the 
time to church history and the question of authority. At the close of the 8ervi<*o 
neither the ministers nor the members had anything to say in answer to thvj 
charge of the elders that all ministers outside of the Church of Christ were usui- 
pers. At first the air seemed thick with prejudice but at the singing of our 
songs the mists seemed to clear, and all listened attentively. After meeting, thr 
elders distributed some tracts and went on their way rejoicing. 



It will be remembered that a few weeks ago Elder Z. C. Whittle, of the 
Middle Tennessee conference, was released to return home on account of his 
father's serious illness. His father died soon after his return home, withouc 
recognizing his boy, however. Elder Whittle writes: "I was not surprised when 
I received word that I was to return home, for I was shown in a dream some 
four months ago that after I had been in the mission field fifteen months I would 
be released to return liome. I told my companion. Elder John G. Shields, the 
dream I had had that same night, but did not then know what it was for. What 
short time I spent in the mission field are the happiest days of my life. I hopo 
the time will come when I will be permitted to take another mission." 



Writing from Darbun, Pike county. Miss., Pres. E. D. Buchanan says; 
"A short time ago I received a letter from Pres. Ben. E. Rich, with another 
letter enclosed from Mr. Geo. Ivy, requesting that two elders be sent to the bed- 
side of his wife, who was very sick. Mr. Ivy and wife have been staunch friend" 
and investigators for years past, and members of their family have been admin- 
istered to at different times with such gratifying results that at the time of 
her last illness Mrs. Ivy had faith that if the elders could reach her in time 
she would be healed. Elder D. A. Tidwell and I lefc on the first train to comply 
with their request, but were sorry to learn, before we reached them, that she 
was dead and buried. We went, how^ever. and saw Mr. Ivy and family, and 
did all we oould to comfort them. Sister Ivy was an exceptionally good ladj, 
a kind and true wife and mother, and will be missed by all who knew her. W? 
were pleased to have the privilege of blessing four of their children. Mr. Ivy 
is a kind father and a good citizen, and we sympathize with him in his sorrow.*' 



A remarkable case of healing is reported from Bannerville, Fla. : Little 
Amandy E. Comer, the six-year-old daughter of Brother and Sister J. H. Comer, 
there, had been for some time previous to May 27, 1905, a very sick child. She 
had been under the care of several doctors for two years, they calling it dropsy of 
the heart. She had become so ill that the doctors and her relatives gave her up — 
even her mother thought her darling's case hopeless. On the above mentioned 
date Elders W. D. Bocker and R. W. Snyder -visited the Comers, and found little 
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Amandy in the condition marrated. They administered to her, and for the fir^t 
time in two weeks she lay down and rested in peace. Previously she had to get what 
rest she could by sitting up, but after "the anointing with oil and the prayers of 
faith" she was able to lay down. The administration was repeated the following 
morning, May 28, the child not being as well as the night previous, and again that 
night she was anointed. Next morning Amandy awoke after the departure of th^; 
elders from her home and said, '*Mamma, I am well," and enquired for the elders. 
She requested that her mother write and tell Elders Bocker and Snyder that she 
was well. Today dear little Amandy is perfectly well, the picture of health and 
happiness, and has been ever since May 29. Such is the testimony of her parents. 



ARRIVALS. 



The following elders arrived in Chattanooga on August 21 : Richard B. Sum- 
merhays, of Salt Lake City, Utah; A. L. Jones, Overton, Nevada; Geo. W. 
Etherington, West Weber, Utah. 



APPOINTMENTS. 



Elder Sylvester Broadbent has been appointed President of the East Tennessee 
Conference. 

Elder A. L. Jones is appointed to labor in the Virginia Conference. 

Elder Geo. W. Etherington is appointed to labor in the East Tennessee 
Conference. 

Elder Richard B. Summerhays is appointed to labor in the Mission office. 



TRANSFERS. 

Elder Julian M. Cummings has been transferred from the Middle Tennessee 
Conference to the Mission office. 

Elder Elmer B. Mecham has been transferred from the North Carolina Con- 
ference to the Florida Conference. 

Elder Lawrence Johnson has been transferred from the Alabama Conference 
to the Ohio Conference. 



RELEASES. 



Elders H. G. Child and Frank S. Epperson have been honorably released from 
laboring in the Ohio Conference to return home. 

Elder Charles L. Gines has been honorably released from traveling in the 
Virginia Conference, on account of sickness, to return home. 

Elder William L. Batty has been honorably released from presiding over the 
East Tennessee Conference, and returned home August 21, in charge of a small 
company of emigrating Saints. 

Elder Sylvester Broadbent has been released from traveling in the Kentucky 
Conference. 



Enjoy present pleasures in such a way as not to injure future ones. — Seneca, 



A life of pleasure makes even the strongest mind frivolous at last. — Bulwer, 
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lUpori of Misnon Corrferencea for Two Weeks Ending Aug. 19^ 1906. 
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THOU DOEST ALL THINGS WELL. 

(JAMES H. WALLIS.) 

O gracious Lord ! when trials sore 
Do seem to press us more and more, 
Teach us above all things to tell, 
That Thou e*er doest all things well. 

When powers of darkness tempt us stray 
From rectitude's blest narrow way. 
As we o*ercome, help us to tell 
'Tis Thou that doest all things well. 

When loved ones, whom we cherish fond, 
Leave us in tears for realms beyond. 
Help us, as hearts with anguish swell. 
To know Thou doest all things well. 

When scorned at when we dare to do 
Thy holy will, and sin eschew ; 
When kin forsake us, friends rebel, 
We*ll sing, Thou doest all things well. 

When heavenly gates ope to our view, 
And all on earth we bid adieu, 
Celestial choirs shall help us swell 
This song — ;Thou doest all things well. 



edited and published by 

Elder Ben. E. Rich, op the Southern Stat'cs Mission 

chattanooga, tenn. 
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If a people, a communitpy or a society — can accumulate tcealthf increase a 
tcorldly fortune, improve in science and arts, rise to eminence in the eyes of the 
public, surmount difficulties so much as to bid defiance to poverty and toretched- 
nese, it must be a new creation, a race of beings superhuman. But in all our 
poverty and want, we have yet to learn for the first time, that we are not indus- 
trious and temperate, and wherein we have not always been the last to retaliate 
or resent an injury, and the first to overlook and forgive. — Joseph Smith. 



Vol. III. Septembeu 15, 1905. No. 2. 



JOHN W. RIQDON'S TESTIMONY CONFIRMED. 

In the issue of the Journal for August 15 we published the affidavit of John 
W. Rigdon concerning the falsity of the statement now made \^ the Reorganizers 
that the Prophet Joseph Smith ordained* young Joseph to be his successor. The 
following additional information will therefore be of interest: 

Bunkerville, Lincoln Co., Nev., Aug. 4, 1905. — Seeing the testimony of J. W. 
Rigdon in the Semi-Weekly News of July 31, and being much interested in the 
subject, and knowing that there lived in this place a' man that was quite familiar 
with the early scenes of Church history, especially those in and about Far West, 
Missouri, and having heard him say that he had many times visited his father and 
the Prophet Joseph, while they were incarcerated in Liberty jail, I went an inter- 
viewed Orange L. Wight (eldest son of former Apostle Lyman Wight), who U 
now 82 years old and resides with his daughter, Sister Harriet M. Earl. Brother 
Wight is quite feeble in body, but his mind seems to be as bright as ever. 

I found Brother Wight in his usual good humor, and seemed quite willing to 
talk, in fact, was pleased to do so. "Elder Wight," said I, "are you willing to 
make a statement for publication in regard to what you know about Joseph 
Smith, son of the Prophet Joseph, being ordained while in Liberty jail to lead 
the Church?" 'Certainly I ami" "Then," said I, "just write me out a brief 
statement covering those points and I will give it in your own words." Follow- 
ing is Brother Wight's statement : 

"In regard to the statement of John W. Rigdon, I endorse it in every point. 
Brother John W. Rigdon speaks of being in Liberty prison when the Proph«»t 
Joseph Smith, Sidney Rigdon, Hyrum Smith, Lyman Wight, and others, were 
there (the others were Caleb Baldwin and Alexander McRae). I ^Iso visited the 
prisoners at or about the same time, and slept with them many times at different 



Digitized by 



Google 



18 ELDERS' JOURNAL. 

periods, and I can not recollect of ever hearing the subject of an ordination mon- 
tioned. 

"My father, Lyman Wight, nor my mother, never alluded to it during thelv 
lifetime in my presence, so I take it for granted that Joseph, the son of tho 
Prophet Joseph Smith, was not ordained to fill the place of his father, in the 
Liberty jail. I was born in the state of New York Nov. 29, 1823, hence am 
about seven years older than Brother John W. Rigdon. And if an ordination of 
young Jcseph had occurred in the prison, I would likely have heard of it, and 
would certainly recollect it. 

"Previous to this, while I was several years younger, the Twelve Apostlex 
were organized and commisioned to assist in leading and governing the Church. 
I can recollect every detail distinctly. My acquaintance with the Prophet was 
from the year 1830 to this martyrdom, and I can truly say he was a Prophet of 
God and wa-? appointed to the divine mission to organize the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, in this last dispensation. 

"As to the Prophet's believing and practising polygamy, I have as near a 
certain knowledge of the fact, I may say, as any man living; I was well ac- 
quainted with most or all of his wives, and talked with them on the subject, at Lh'» 
same time my wife also talked with them. 

"If there is anything further that is necessary for me to commimicate in 
regard to my recollection, I will willingly do so. Respectfully, 

"ORANGE L. WIGHT." 

Further talk with Brother Wight brought out the following facts: He was 
baptized into the Church in the spring of 1832, was with the Church through 
all their troubles in the state of Missouri. Brother Wight filled a thirteoj 
months' mission to the state of Virginia in company with Jedediah M. Grant and 
others, was in Nauvoo at the time the Prophet was captured at Dixon, 111., and 
was one of the crew that went up the Illinois river on the steamer ^faid of 
Iowa to assist in rescuing the Prophet. JOSEPH I. EARL. 



WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE ELDERS. 

• (From President Wilford Woodruff.) 

I would rather have a son in the vineyard, saving the souls of men, than to 
have him heaping up gold at home and becoming a millionaire. Yes ; I thank Go*! 
that the young men of Israel are rising up and going forth into the vineyard and 
magnifying the Holy Priesthood, and preparing themselves to fulfill their high 
destiny in this important dispensation. As I look over the history of this Church 
and kingdom of God on the earth, and think of the army of faithful laborers in 
the kingdom who have passed to the other side of the vail, and realize that I 
soon shall follow them, and as I draw near the close of my testimony and labor 
in the flesh, my anxiety greatly deepens and increases concerning the rising gener- 
ation, which I am to leave behind me in these mountains of Israel. I am thor- 
oughly satisfied in my own mind that there never was a generation of young 
men and maidens since the world was, that had awaiting them the same high 
destiny that awaits the young men and maidens who dwell in these valleya, 
surrounded by the everlasting hills, upon whose heads rest the blessings which 
the old Patriarch Jacob sealed upon the heads of his sons, Joseph and Ephraim. 
and their posterity. Through their lineage the sons and daughters who inhabit 
these mountains claim, and, as God lives, will inherit the blessings sealed upon 
the head of Ephraim in the last days. 

We are living in a momentous age, and events as weighty as ever rested upon 
the earth will have to be met by the generation which follows us. The whole earth 
is groaning under the weight of darkness, crime, corruption, and abominations, 
and its inhabitants are preparing themselves for the outpouring of the just judg- 
ments and indignation of an avenging God. In the midst of this scene of events, 
where will either heaven or earth look for a i>eople, except the sons and daughters 
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of Zion, to hold the helm of state, or to prepare a piece of safety that mortal men 
may stand in holy places and be preserved, while the great judgments of God 
sweep the widced from off the earth, in fulfillment of the revelations of St. John 
and other Apostles and Prophets who spoke as they were moved upon by the 
Holy Ghost? Though heaven and earth pass away, not one jot or tittle of what 
has been predicted will fall unfulfilled. Neither God nor angels look to any other 
people than the Latter-day Saints — the Elders of Israel, the young men of 
Zion — to go forth bearing the Holy Priesthood to warn this Christian Gentile 
generation with the Gospel of Jesus Christ of the judgments which are to come; 
and their testimony will prove a savor of life unto life or of death unto death to 
all who hear it. 

Therefore, ye Elders of Israel, and young men who are in the vineyard of 
the Lord, or who dwell in Zion, prepare yourselves for that which is to come. 
Take upon yourselves the whole armor of Gtod, and bear a true and faithfpl 
testimony unto all people where Providence may call you, that your garments 
may be clean from the blood of all men, for the eyes of all the heavenly hosts of 
Gk)d, angels and men, are watching over you with feelings of the deepest interest. 
You are called and ordained of God to prepare this great and mighty work for 
the coming of the Son of Man. The Lord has said, through the mouth of His ser- 
vant Joseph, that **you are commanded of God to go to all the great and notable 
cities and villages, reproving the world in righteousness of all their unrighteous 
and ungodly deeds, setting forth clearly and understandingly the desolation of 
abomination in the last days; "for with you,'* said the Lord Almighty, **I wiH 
rend their kingdoms: I will not only shake the earth, but the starry heavens 
shall tremble; for I the Lord, have put forth my hand to exert the powers of 
heaven; ye cannot see it now, yet a little while and ye shall see it, and know 
that I am, and that I will come and reign with my people. I am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end. Amen." 

Thus, ye Elders of Israel, with the word of the Lord resting upon you, what 
manner of men ought ye to be? Gird up the loins of your minds — ^watch and 
be sober. Be ye clean that have the words of the Lord, that ye may be free from 
the blood of this generation. If you labor all the days of your life and save one 
:joul, how great will be your joy in the kingdom of God with that soul ! How 
much more if you save many souls! 

The Lord has called His servants into the vineyard to prune it for the la.»»t 
time, and He is also often showing us, by revelation, the great events that are at 
our doors — the gathering of Israel, the return of the Ten Tribes, the fall of 
Babylon, the judgments of God, the overthrow of the wicked, and all that is to 
transpire in the hour of God's judgment, and the final coming of the Son of Man 
in the clouds of heaven to reward every man according to the deeds done in %he 
body. I say, after the Lord has set all these things before us. He says unto us, 
**If you believe me you will labor while the day lasts, for soon night will come 
when no man can work." There are great events at the door. This generation 
knows not what awaits them. When the people reject the testimony of the Elders 
of Israel and turn them from their doors, they little know what they are doing 
or what their reward will be ; and while our nation is laboring for the destruction 
of the Church and the kingdom of God, and trample under their feet the laws 
and constitution which have been bequeathed unto us by our forefathers through 
the inspiration of Almighty God, they little know of the seed they sow or the 
fearful harvest they are doomed to reap. These eternal truths rest with we*ght 
upon my mind. 

The historian says: **The decline and fall of Rome was attributable to the 
general corruption of its people, and to the engrossing love of pleasure and idle- 
ness. Work, in the last days of Rome, was regarded as only fit for slaves. Its 
citizens ceased to pride themselves on the virtues and characters of their great 
forefathers, and the empire fell because it did not deserve to live. When 
national character ceases to be upheld, a nation may be regarded as next to lost. 
When it c«ases to esteem and to practice the virtues of truthfulness, honesty, in- 
tegrity and justice, it does not deserve to live." The historian ,in this respect. 
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has only drawn the picture of what has followed all cities, nations and kingdom? 
of the whole earth from the creation of the world until now, and will continu'i 
until the end of the world. The history of Sodom and Gomorrah, the antediluvian 
world, and of Thebes, Memphis, Ninevah, Tyre and Sidon, Babylon the Grent, 
as well as Jerusalem itself, all have fallen when they were ripened in iniquity, 
and all this in fulfillment of the word of the Lord through the mouths of holy men 
who spoke as they were moved upon by the inspiration of eternal truth. The 
Lord has already swept off two great nations from the American continent, in 
fulfillment of His word, when they were ripened in iniquity, and while inspired 
men can look with indifference upon the vortex into which the American govern- 
ment is hastening through the same process to their utter destruction and over- 
throw, who will save the American flag and constitution? I heard Joseph Smith 
say the Elders of Israel would have it to do, and he was a Prophet of God. 
Therefore, prepare yourselves, O ye nations of the earth, for that which awaits 
you, for the God of heaven has a controversy with the nations! The Lord will 
disappoint no one for the want of the fulfillment of any of His words; and wh<*n 
I reflect that there is not one of the Apostles dwelling in the flesh who opened the 
doors of salvation in the British Dominions in 1837, and who assisted in baptizing 
some 17,000 in 1840, and that our mission and labors will soon be found upon 
the other side of the vail — I say, while these reflections rest upon me, I feel 
desirons to urge upon my brethren, the Elders of Israel, to labor faithfully while 
the day lasts. Try to save the souls of men. Bless and not curse. Keep pure 
and clean before the Lord. Pray earnestly for the Holy Spirit to guide you. Be 
patient in well doing. If you are persecuted and derided for the Gospel's sake, 
remember that Jesus has trod that road before you, and descended lower than ever 
you will be called to go; and if you are cast out of doors and get hungry, have 
to travel on foot, get weary and sore, and are without money, remember that 
others, even your fathers after the flesh, have passed through the same ordeal. 
Brigham and Heber, Willard and John, Parley and Orson, Wilford and George A., 
have traveled over the same road, preached in the same halls and streets, got 
hungry the same as you are. We are all in the same old ship of Zion, and thanks 
be to God for the privilege. 

Be of good cheer. Though earth and hell conspire against you, they shall not 
prevail if you are built upon my rock, saith the Lord. 



THE SAINTS AND THE WORLD. 

(By Sidney Riodon, in Messenger and Advocate, December, 1836.) 

The Lord always has an order of things or a dispensation of things suited 
to the times and seasons, and the same dispensation or order of things will not 
suit at all periods of the world. Hence the order of things introduced in the 
days of Abraham would not suit in the days of Moses, and the order of things in the 
days of Moses had to give way in the days of the Apostles, and the order of 
things established by the apostles must cease when the dispensation of the full< 
ness of times comes in. See Ephesians, first chapter, tenth verse. For the dis- 
pensation in the days of Moses was intended for regulating the Saints in cir- 
cumstances different from that in the days of Abraham, and that in the days of 
the apostles different from that of Moses, and the dispensation of the fullness 
of times different from all. 

So that every dispensation must have laws differing from each other, and 
the laws which would be good and wholesome under one dispensation, would be 
injurious and destructive under another; and instead of their tending to good 
they would tend to evil; because they would not at all tend to accomplish the 
object for which the dispensation was introduced. 
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The purposes of God in revelation to this world nmst be accomplished, aud 
the different dispensations necessary must be introduced, in order that they may 
be accomplished, otherwise the testimony of the Prophets must fail, and the glory 
of God be tarnished forever. 

It is not my intention in writing this treatise to occupy the attention of my 
readers with remarks on the dispensations preceding my own day, only as occa- 
sion may require, but to invite their attention to the one under which we live. 

And the first item, is the fact that a dispensation was to be introduced 'n 
the last days, different from all that had gone before; that was neither the dis- 
pensation of Abraham, of Moses, nor yet of the Apostles of the New Testament 
(so called.) For proof of this we quote Ephesians, 1:10. "That in the dispen- 
sation of the fullness of times, he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth, even in him." 

Here, then, there is not only a dispensation mentioned, but the features of 
it so clearly set forth, as to preclude the necessity of mistakes. For we are told, 
in so many words, that it was to be a dispensation of gathering together all 
things which are in Christ Jesus; whether the things to be gathered were on 
earth or in heaven, they were all to be gathei;ed together. It wants but a moment's 
reflection to see that the dispensation mentioned in this verse, is neither the diK- 
pensation of Abraham, of Closes, nor yet of the Apostles: for neither of those 
dispensations nor the laws and regulations pertaining thereto, had power, neither 
were they designed to gather together all things in Christ. This must be the 
work of the last dispensation which will be introduced in the world. 

The Apostle Peter calls this dispensation by another name, in the third chapter 
of the Acts of rhe Apostles and first verse. He there calls it the times of the 
restitution of all things. Every observer of the ways of men and things knows 
that the present order of things in the world is not the restitution of all things. 
The apostle further says of this restitution of all things, that it has been 
spoken of by the mouth of all the holy prophets since the world began. So that 
it has been a matter of public notoriety among the saints of all ages and of ail 
generations. It is with this dispensation of things we have to do in the days in 
which we live. 

Let me here remark that the religion of Abraham, of Moses and of the 
Apostles, ceased to exist ; they are nowhere found in the world, neither do 
men believe that they will ever return to the earth. Ask any of the professors 
of religion of the different denominations if that religion which consisted in 
inspiring apostles, prophets, evangelists, and also in mighty works, such an 
healing the sick, casting out devils, raising the dead, etc., is now in the world, 
and they will answer you in the negative, and will further assure you that ic 
will never return again. 

So, when I say that the religion of the former dispensations is no more, 
I have the concurrence of all the professing world, of all parties and of all 
religions. And that any of them will return to the world in the form in which 
they once existed has yet to bo proven to my mind, for as yet I do not so under- 
stand the Scriptures. That they may yet return to the world, in part, or in 
whole, as forming a part of the dispensation of the fullness of times, I am 
now not disposed to dispute, but shall leave it for further investigation. But as 
the apostle has told us that the dispensation of the fullness of times, or the 
times of the restitution of all things, has been spoken of by the mouth of ail 
the holy prophets since the world began, to them we shall look for its features. 
And this becomes the more necessary, as it is with this dispensation we of the 
last days have to do. 

There will be no dispute among correct biblical students, that under this 
dispensation our Heavenly Father will bring about the deliverance of His people, 
fulfill His covenants which He made with the fathers since the world began, 
and bring about rest and peace on the earth, so that songs of everlasting joy wut 
crown the heads of the righteous, and peace reign within their borders. 

And I presume that it will also be admitted that the saints of the last daya 
must be a people of a character on whose heads such blessings can descend. In 
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all investigations of this kind we should remember that we are speaking or 
writing of men, not of heavenly messengers; and we must, therefore, inquirr^ 
what kind of people they must be in order that they may inherit the blessings 
of the last days, and through whom the Lord can accomplish what He has 
designed to accomplish by them. 

The Prophet Jeremiah, in speaking of the dispensation of the fullness of 
times, in which all things in Christ were to be gathered in one, says : "Therefore, 
behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that it shall no more be said that the Lord 
liveth that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; but the 
Lord liveth that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of the north, ani 
from all the lands whither He had driven them, and I will bring them again into 
their land that I gave to their fathers. Behold, I will send for many fishers, 
saith the Lord, and they shall fish them; and after will I send for many hunters 
and they shall hunt them from every mountain, and from every hill and out of 
the holes of the rocks." Jer. xvi :14, 15, 16. 

These expressions of the prophet give us an idea of what kind of i)eople 
the people of the Lord will be in the times of the restitution, or gathering. That 
they will be a people of most daring courage, and of untiring perseverance, other- 
wise they will never fish Israel, and hunt him from every mountain and every hill, 
and out of the holes of the rocks. It is a well known fact that Israel is widely 
scattered, and that they help to people almost every division of the earth, wiih 
which we are acquainted, and must people some parts with which we are rot 
actjuainted, or else the ten tribes are not in existence on the earth ; and if that 
is the case, the testimony of the prophets is surely false, and they will be found 
false witnesses for Israel ; for Jeremiah has declared in the third chapter of 
his prophecy that Judah and Israel shall walk together, and Ezekiel has said that 
they shall be one nation on the mountains of Israel, and shall be two nations no 
more. Jer. iii:18. Ezek. xxxvii :20, 21, 22. 

So then it comes to this, that the Lord's fishers and hunters have to visit the 
mountains, the hills and the rocks of all nations, in order that the word of tho 
Lord need not be spoken in vain. This surely will require enterprise and perse- 
verance; and patience, too, will need have her perfect work, in order that they 
mav do the will of their Lord and Master, and gather Israel according to His 
decree. 

And it will not require much reflection to see that previous to the time of 
gathering the scattered remnants of Jacob, and the outcasts of Israel, that the 
saints will have to use vast exertion in order that they may be able to bear up 
under the heavy burden which is placed upon them; for it will require great 
wealth to visit every nation and gather up, in many instances, a poor and ignorant 
I>eopIe as those must be who are found in holes of the rocks, and in the moun* 
tains, and bear all the expense of taking them to their own land, that which was 
given to their fathers ; and there build them up. Who does not know that all this 
will be attended with great expense, and who is to bear this expense? The an- 
swer is, the fishers and the hunters ; if so, then how great must be their exertion 
and their enterprise to obtain all the wealth necessary to accomplish so great an 
undertaking; and how liberal, too, must they be, when after so great exertion 
to obtain so great wealth, they will be willing to spend it in thousands, yea. in 
millions, to gather together and to build Israel in order that the word of the 
Lord fail not. 

In those days the words of Isaiah will most assuredly be fulfilled, that 
'*the vile person shall no more be called liberal, nor the churl said to be bounti- 
ful." Isaiah xxii:5. They will try every man's work of what kind it is. So 
man can live among a people whose souls are sufficiently enlarged to nnderiak-i 
an enterprise of so daring a character as this, and yet be a churl ; depend upon 
it, in those days the vile person will not be called liberal, nor the churl bountiful, 
for liberality and entreprise must be the motto of every Saint, or so gigantic a 
work will never be accomplished. 

But in addition to the gathering together of Israel, we have many things 
said of the Zion of the last days, which show unto us what kind of a peopie 
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the Saints of the laat days must be; for who does not know that the Zion of 
the last days mentioned by the prophets is the place where the people are to be 
gathered, when the fishers and the hunters fish and hunt them from every moun- 
tain and every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks? 

The Psalmist David says -of Zion, in forty-eighth Psalms and second verse, 
that she is beautiful, the joy of the whole earth. 

The Prophet Isaiah has the following interesting sayings in the sixty-second 
chapter of his prophecy, commencing with the first verse we read as follows : 
"For Zion*s sake I will not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not 
rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation 
tU^reof as a lamp that bumeth ; and the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and 
all kings thy glory, and thou shalt be called by a new name which the mouth of 
the Lord shall name. Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of tht? 
Ijord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God." 

He further says, in sixth and seventh verses of the same chapter : *l 
have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their 
peace, day nor night; ye that make mention of the Lord, keep not silence; and 
give Him no rest until he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth" 

In the sixtieth chapter of Isaiah, we have one of the most beautiful tl?- 
scriptions given of the Zion of the last days, that can be given any place by 
the pen of man. Any person who will give himself the trouble to read this 
chapter must see that the Zion here spoken of is one which is built up by the 
gathering together of the righteous from the different parts of the world where 
they are found. As the chapter is too long to quote, we shall make some extracts 
from it; though we would solicit our readers to take their Bibles and read the 
whole chapter carefully through, as it contains matter of great consequence to 
the Saints. 

In the sixth verse, in speaking of Zion, he says: **The multitude of camels 
shall cover thee, the dromedaries of Midian and Epha, all they from Sheba shall 
come ; they shall bring gold and incense ; they shall show forth the praises of tho 
Lord." Seventh verse : "All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together unto 
thee; the rams of Nabaioth shall minister unto thee, they shall come up with 
acceptance on mine altar and I will glorify the house of my glory." Ninch 
verse: "Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish, first to 
bring thy sons from afar, their silver and their gold with them, unto the name 
of the Lord, Thy God, and the Holy One of Israel, because He hath glorifioJ 
thee." Thirteenth and fourteenth verses: "The glory of Lebanon shall come 
unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box tree, together, to beautify the 
place of my sanctuary ; and I will make the place of my feet glorious. Th.; 
sons of them also that aflBicted thee shall come bending unto thee, and all thoy 
that despise thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet, and they 
shall call thee the city of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel." 

We have made these quotations in order to find out what kind of people 
the people of the Lord shall be in the last days. This we propose to do in our 
own minds, by ascertaining what they had to do, and out of hundreds of quotations 
which we might make out of the prophets to the same effect, we shall be conten: 
with a few which we have made, as being sufficient to give an idea of what son 
of people the Lord will have in the last days. 

For though great things are to be accomplished, still those things are to be 
accomplished by the agency of men. It will be found to be a fact, that if the 
Lord ever does fulfill the testimony of the prophets it will be by the faith and 
agency of His Saints. 

(To be continued.) 



A sound discretion Is not so much dndicat<ed by never making a mistake as 
by never repeating it. — Borec. 
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Sbptember 15, 1905. 



EDIXO RI A L. 



HIS OPEN LETTER OPENED. 

Mr. Frederick M. Smith of the Re-organized Church, recently plunged into 
print out in Utah with an open letter, calling the members of the true Church 
to repentence. Like his father and his uncle, he banks entirely on his name anO 
pedigree, he seems to think the only requirement of leadership is in being a 
son or grandson of the prophet Joseph. The children of the prophet are no 
better than the children of any other good man, unless they do better; unfortu- 
nately in their case they have done about as bad, so far as apostacy is concerned, 
as they knew how. No one can revere the memory of the Prophet Joseph moi'e 
than do the members of the Church ; but we must bear in mind that it is Th^ 
Church of Jesus Christ; and He, the captain of our salvation, has laid down the 
law of succession. That law is found in the revelations He delivered to the 
Church through His chosen servant, the martyred Joseph, instead of leaving it 
in doubt, to be settled by statements made by early apostates as to what they 
claim they heard the Prophet say and saw him do. Frederick M. Smith's letter 
was recently laid wide open by a correspondent in the Deseret yews, over the 
signature of "Ephriam," which is as follows: 

I have another word with you, Mr. Frederick M. Smith. This is on account 
of your open letter to the Latter-day Saints (since my former communication), 
calling them to depart from the guidance of the authorities of the Church of 
Jesus Christ, whom you please to call "false leaders." I do not, however, observe 
a rush of the Saints to your leadership, for the sheep know the voice of the 
Good Shepherd, and **a stranger they will not follow." In response to your earlier 
declaration, I established from the record, beyond cavil, the fact that in its his- 
tory and spirit the Reorganized Church which you represent was not attended 
by that opposition from the evil one, and that exhibition of special provideUvial 
care, which always characterize the true Church of Jesus Christ, but that those 
features did attend what is commonly called the "Mormon" Church, today as 
well as in the days when your grandfather, the Prophet Joseph Smith, presided 
over it; and consequently that the latter organization was the true Church. You 
were completely beaten by the argument and the fact. Now you come to the 
assault on another tack, by claiming that, as to the prophetic office, through your 
father "alone, by the voice of inspiration, will the keys be handed down." 

I have no personal dispute with you. Your controversy is wholly with the 
Word of Grod which you have invoked in your open letter. In that document you 
quote from the revelation given to the Prophet Joseph Smith on Jan. 1^, 1841 
(Doctrine and Covenants, sec. 124, verses 57 and 58) : "For this anointing hav3 
I put upon his head, that his blessing shall also be put upon the head of hi^ 
posterity after him, and as I said unto Abraham concerning the kindreds of thr 
earth, even so I say unto my servant, Joseph, in thee and in thy seed shall the 
kindred of the earth be blessed." Why did you misrepresent that quotation to 
mean especially the prophetic office, when if you had quoted the 5Gth, 59th ani 
60th verses of the revelation it would have shown beyond question that the bles?'- 
ing of Joseph to "be put upon the head of his posterity after him" was an inher- 
itance in the Nauvoo House, that "Joseph and his seed after him have place in 
that house from generation to generation?" Why did you also misrepresent 
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that quotation to mean that the anointing: and blessing therein should be to your 
father "alone," when you know that Vinson Knight also was to have an inheri- 
tance in that house, "for himself, and for his generation after him, from 
|i;eneration to generation;" that Hyrum Smith was given a similar blessing; thil 
Isaac Galland, William Law, Amos Davies, Robert D. Foster, William Marks, 
Henry G. Sherwood, and others who were required to pay stock into the Nauvoe 
House, were treated in the same manner? Did you think the Latter-Day Saints 
whose attention you might attract would not read the whole revelation and 
thereby discover what a consummate fraud you were attempting to work upon 
them? 

I am coming back to your claim regarding the prophetic office, and to anocho^ 
part of the quotation you made; but for the time I will digress to other portions 
of your letter. You are flippant with your charges against the Presidency of th^ 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. One of your assertions is that their 
spirit "seems to be one more of commercialism and financial and political power 
than spirituality." When you talked so glibly about that "power" did you forger 
the Kirtland Safety Society and the Tannery, the Nauvoo Agricultural and 
Manufacturing Association, the Commercial City boarding house, and other com* 
mercial movements under the direction of the Prophet Joseph? The many reve- 
lation he promulgated regarding financial matters; and that he was an active 
worker in politics, was there, too, a mayor of Nauvoo, and was also a Candida t a 
for the office of president of the United States? Or were you playing the clown 
to elicit the plaudits of anti-"Mormon" spectators? 

You say that "the chief men of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints stand in antagonism to the government of this country." Those men 
say they do not. They have the advantage of you in knowing and being able to 
represent correctly their own views, while you neither know those views nor 
represent them correctly. You are merely retailing a falsehood. Did you get 
it because the clamor against those men includes the well-worn cry of "disregard 
of law?" When you caught up the falsehood, did you recall that the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was expelled from Missouri on just that 
plea, while your grandfather, the Prophet, presided over it? Or that your grand- 
father spent months in Liberty jail, and was indicted on charges of "murder, 
treason, burglary, arson, larceny, theft and stealing," which false charges were 
never answered in court, but were evaded by his escape from drunken guards aiid 
his going over to Illinois, where the Missouri officials tried in vain to retak? 
him? Or that at the time of his assassination in Carthage jail he was under arrest 
on just such a charge as you make? Whatever you may have thought, your ac- 
cusation proves that the leaders of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints today are in precisely the same position the leaders of that Church were in 
in Ohio, Missouri and Illinois, when your grandfather was its president ; whiU« 
you and the leaders of your church are in the same category as the persecuting 
sects who hounded your grandfather and his brethren to their death. And yet yon 
talk of "pleading the cause of injured innocence !" Out upon such detestible 
hypocricy ! Hadn't you better practice a little repentance yourself? 

I will return now to your claim of the prophetic office for your father, the 
head of the Reorganized Church. You say that he "alone" has the keys of 
that office. The Lord disagrees with you, in the very revelation you have quott;tl 
from, and says regarding Hyrum Smith : "From this time forth I appoint 
unto him that he may be a Prophet, and a Seer, and a Revelator unto My 
Church, as well as My' servant Joseph." With due apologies, I prefer to believt» 
God rather than you. And further, I call your attention to the fact that eveiv 
right of "lineal succession" about which you prate so much, applies as well to 
the family of Hyrum Smith as to that of Joseph Smith. The particular revelation 
to which you refer knocks the underpinning from your family's claim to be "It." 
1 am not surprised that you failed to quote it fullv. Your attention is directed 
to another significant item in that same revelation. The Church is there com- 
manded to build Temples in Nauvoo and in Zion and her stakes to "be the 
places for your baptisms for your dead ;" and if, when the Church had had suffi- 
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cient time such houses were not bdilt, * 'wherein the ordinance of baptizing for 
the dead belongeth, and for which the same was instituted from before the 
foundations of the world, your baptisms for your dead cannot be acceptable 
unto me, for therein are the keys of the Holy Priesthood, ordained that you may 
receive honor and glory." Of course you did not quote that, for it is an un- 
equivocal declaration from the Lord that when Temples are built in which to 
perform baptisms for the dead, the existence of those Temples and the per- 
formance of that particular ordinance should be outward evidence to all as to 
the people among whom is the prophetic office, "for therein are the keys of the 
Holy Priesthood." Did you fail to present that view of the case because you 
knew that only with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are thosj 
Temples and those baptisms? The presentation of this truth alone would have 
been fatal to your claim; hence you omitted it. 

There is something more in that revelation to come home to you. In it the 
Lord declared that if His people barkened to the voice of His servants whom 
He appointed to lead His people, the latter should not, "be moved out of their 
place." This fitting your father's family as well as any other family in the 
Church, both as to the blessing and the reverse ; for God is no respector of 
persons. He goes on to say that if His people did not hear the voice of those 
servants whom He appointed, they should not be so blessed^ and "I will not per- 
form the oath which I make unto you, neither fulfill the promises which yo 
expect at my hands, said the Lord ; for instead of blessings, ye, by your own 
works, bring cursings, wrath, indignation, and judgment upon your own head." 
Then, by that same revelation. He appointed Brigham Young, and his brethren 
of the Twelve to hold the keys to open up the authority of His kingdom upon the 
four corners of the earth, and to send His word to every creature. Thus O^d 
appointed the Twelve to lead His people when the First Presidency were taken 
away; and instead of barkening to the voice of those servants appointed by thi.i 
same revelation through your grandfather the Prophet, your father's family pur- 
sued the opposite course, the Lord did not fulfill the promises they expected, 
neither with regard to the Nauvoo house nor any other part of the blessing, 
and by their own acts they brought condemnation on themselves. To be sure, in 
any effort to deceive the Latter-day Saints, you would not quote from the word 
of (rod and the record the things I have here named. 

That revelation of Jan. 19, 1841, has yet another matter of vital importance 
to you as well as to the Latter-day Saints. It presents to each of you as the 
annointed of the Lord, Brigham Young and the Twelve for the work I have 
pointed out, also Hyrum Smith to be a Patriarch, by blessing and by right of 
lineage, to hold the keys of blessings upon all the people, to hold the sealing 
blessings of the Church, even the Holy Spirit of promise, to be a Prophet, a 
Seer, and a Revelator to the Church, as well as the Prophet Joseph. These 
were the annointed of the Lord as well as was the Prophet Joseph himself. In 
the word of the Lord to Joseph the Seer, given in Liberty jail, March 30, 1830, 
the Lord says: "Cursed are all those that shall lift up the heel against min*; 
anointed; they shall not have right to the Priesthood nor their posterity after 
them, from generation to generation." Your father's family, and you yourself, 
have lifted up the heel against the anointed of the Lord; you have said they 
have sinned when they have not done so, but have done that which the Lord 
commanded; and by the word of the Lord, through your own grandfather, tbe 
Prophet, you are deprived of the right of the priesthood, and so are your 
posterity, just as long as they walk in jour unhallowed footsteps. Yet you claim 
to have an exclusive right to the keys of the prophetic office! For lo theso 
many years GJod has denounced your claim as false, and the record is open to 
the world. You are as completely rejected as was the house of the Priest Eli, 
in the time of the Prophet Samuel. 

Once more, and I have done for the present. The promise that in him and 
in his seed should the kindred of the earth be blessed, was made to the Prophet 
Joseph, and so far as he is concerned it is fulfilled to the very letter; a 'similar 
promise was made to Oliver Cowdery, but by lifting his heel against the Lord's 



Digitized by 



Google 



ELDERS' JOURNAL. 27 

anointed it was taken from him, as it has been taken from your father and hiA 
posterity, and for a similar reason. The same promise, and the added gifts and 
powers of the patriarchal and prophetic offices, were placed upon Hyrum Smith, 
whose family hearkened to the voice of the servants whom the Lord appointed, 
and were not "moved out of theijr place.'* In that family alone, of all the fani- 
liies of the earth, is centered the voice of God in the very revelation you have 
quoted, by his ordination, by His - anointing, by His promise, by their own 
submission and faithfulness to His appointed authority, and by every right of 
lineage — in that family is centered the patriarchal and prophetic offices in this 
dispensation, and the promise that in them and in their seed shall the kindred of 
the earth be blessed. No, Mr. Frederick M. Smith, you cannot induce the Lord 
to prefer the disobedient, unfaithful family to the obedient, faithful one. Your 
effort to mislead the Latter-day Saints will fail. The sheep of the true fold 
know the voice of the Good Shepherd, and "a stranger they will not follow." Thj 
hour is meet for your own repentance and obedience to God, that you may gain 
a right to the Holy Priesthood lost by your father's disregard of the command 
of God to him to hearken to the voice of the servants whom the Lord appointed. 
Have you the courage and honesty thus to repent and obey, in the face of enmity, 
if you would be a Prophet, do a Prophet's work, and bear a Prophet's tribulations. 



MORMON ELDERS QAININQ CONVERTS RAPIDLY. 

The following is from the leading paper of Columbia, S. C, and shows some- 
thing of the good work being done in that locality, and the fairness of the local 
press: 

"Mormon missionaries are working hard just now in the various mill vil> 
lages .throughout the state and it is safe to say that they are gaining a lar^e 
number of converts to their faith. Litttle by little they are beginning to 
strengthen themselves in this section, and it will not be long before they will 
begin the erection of mission houses. 

"The district in which Columbia is placed is under the control of Elder U. 
Ray Nixon, who came here from Idaho Falls, Idaho. Nixon has a number of 
missionaries under him and a systematic canvass is made of the district as often 
as possible. Large quantities of booklets and other literature are distribute:!, 
nearly all of it purporting to throw light on their religion. 

"A few years ago there was considerable prejudice against the men and over 
in Aiken County a number of th'em were made to leave the community. Now, how- 
ever, they have little of this to overcome and at the last annual convention held 
here, there was an attendance of over one hundred. The states of South Carolina, 
Georgia and Tennessee are under control of Ruling Elder Ben E. Rich, and 
through him all communications must pass regarding converts and the spreadiui; 
of their faith. Just why they are so successful in the mill villages is not known, 
but it is said that the doctrine of polygamy is never preached and that every 
effort is made to show that the Mormons do not accept this as a necessary belief 
in their religion." 



OHIO MISSIONARIES EXAMINE THE SPAULDINQ MANUSCRIPT. 

The following interesting and instructive letter was received from the under- 
signed a few days ago. It is another convincing testimony against the fabrication 
so dearly mouthed by a certain class of people, that the Book of Mormon origins te<l 
in the Spalding story. 

Elder A. W. Kartchner and myself made a recent trip to Oberlin College, 
Oberlin, Ohio, for the purpose of viewing the old original Spalding manuscript. 
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We spent several hours in the college library, reading the now famous writing 
of Solomon Spalding, which has been so universally referred to by the enemies 
of Mormonism as the origin of the Book of Mormon. We can truthfully say thai 
Prof. Fairchild made no mistake when, after diligently comparing the two, he 
said, "There is no similarity between them.'' If those men who are so certain 
the Book of Mormon found its origin in this writing would but read both with 
honest hearts, we are positive they would be wise enough never to rehash tha** 
dried up argument again. Their theory of accounting for the divine record of 
the Nephites, which God has given this people through the instrumentality of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, has long since been exploded and it is only those who 
are woefully ignorant or willfully malicious who persist in using it to reproach 
the character of the Prophet Joseph Smith and to destroy the church of Christ 
which he was instrumental in establishing, by the power of God. 

The Manuscript is handsomely bound in gilt morocco, and is never allowed 
to be taken from the building, so highly is it prized. However, it can be seen and 
read in the library by all who desire to do so. The greatest degree of kindness 
was shown us by those in attendance at the college, and as soon as it becam-; 
known that we were from Utah, representing the Mormon church, great interest 
was taken in us. The principal features of the college were shown and explaincil. 
and during our conversation with one young gentleman we learned that some of 
our Utah boys had attended school there during the past year. Praise for their 
good behavior and gentlemanly conduct was highly sounded, and we rejoiced that 
some parts of the world had become aware of the fact that "some good could 
come out of Utah." 

In a neighboring village we sold a number of books, one man, a lawyer, and 
the most influential man of the town, purchased three. He seemed hungry for 
the message, and we are led to believe this will be the means of opening up a 
way for future work in that place. J. W. Ahlstbom. 



REMARKABLE TESTIMONY OF A MOBBER. 

The following letter is from Brother P. P. Webb, and dated Black, Titus 
Co., Texas, August 20 : "I desire to give my testimony if you will grant me space, 
and I have living witnesses to what I say. Some Mormon elders came to the 
settlement I liv-?d in and for a time I thought well of them. But after a while 
I concluded to put a stop to their work ; so I got on a horse and rode haif a 
day, gathering up a mob to drive the elders out of that settlement, appointing 
my father-in-law's as a place for them to meet. We met at night, and there 
were fourteen of us, although about forty had promised to come. We went about 
one mile to see one man who had promised to give us his help. He made some 
excuse for not going, and we left, firing one round from our revolvers. We then 
went up the road, and arriving at the forks we stopped and talked over Ihe 
matter. Some wanted to take my father-in-law out into the field and beat him 
for entertaining the elders, while some wanted to beat the elders. I refused to 
hurt any of them, merely wanting to warn them to stay out of the countury. Wc 
went to within forty steps of the old man's house, where the elders were stay- 
ing, and commenced arguing who should go to the house and give the orders, when 
lo! and behold! a great light appeared before us. I was standing in the middle 
of the road at the time, for fear of being seen from the house, and had stepped up 
to the fence when I saw a large ball of fire, from which sparks flew in all direc- 
tions. When the light disappeared, then commenced a terrible rumbling in the 
skies. When I came to my senses, and looked around, the mob was all gone, 
excepting one man besides myself. It was about three o'clock in the morning 
when the light was seen. The roaring was heard for fifteen miles, and yet I bad 
no thought that it was our Great Creator who had sent this remarkable mani- 
festation to show to us that these Mormon elders were men of God. A month 
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or more later I was with one of the men who was in the mob that night, and 
he said he would never mob another Mormon. This was in Alabama, which state 
I left for Texas. I was a Baptist at the time. I have since become converted :o 
the €rosi)el, and am now a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. I know of five witnesses to what I have related." 



NOTES. 



Elder James H. Wallis writes that he will soon return to the South after a 
most successful trip west. We will all be glad to have him with us again. 



We are in receipt of a company of three elders this month : "Only three 
grains of com, n^other, only three grains of corn ; it will keep the little life I 
have, till the coming of the mom." 



Elders C. E. Rowan and Hugh Roberts report, that they held a series of 
meetings near Tennessee Ridge last week, after the conclusion of which they 
baptized three persons. 



Elders T. A. Storey and J. R. Strong write from Virginia that they have 
met with great success in holding meetings in a fine church. The people gave 
them a respectful audience, and treated them very kindly. 



Elders who are laboring in cities are requested to send in at once their street 
address as well as their postoffice box number. And hereafter as soon as either of 
these addresses is changed, notify the Mission oflBce without delay. 



The Middle Tennessee Conference has suffered greatly on account of so 
many of the elders being afflicted with different complaints. But from informa- 
tion to date they are all improving and will again soon be able to resume their 
labors. 



Elders are asked to write names and addresses on their orders plainly. Som.; 
orders are received which are unreadable and oftentimes mail is missent because 
of incorrect, or carelessly written addresses. See that the spelling is correct acd 
then write it carefully. 



Elder W. D. Bocker sent us a copy of a very nice letter sent to his friend^?, 
which was very interesting, indeed. We are sure that it will do a great deal of 
good, and had it been possible for us to use it all in the Joubnal we should 
have given it space therein. 



Brother T. L. Stevens, of Add, Ky., is doing a good work among the people 
of his village. So much interested have some of them become that they ^'ave 
him an invitation to preach in the church house. We pray the Lord to blesi 
Brother Stevens in his labors. 



President Sylvester Broadbent and his companion, Elder Etherington, who 
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are visiting the elders in the East Tennessee Conference, report that the people 
generally are very friendly. On Sunday, the 3d, Elders Broadhent and Baiter 
baptized three honest souls at Sweetgum. 



Elders McLaws and Snyder, of the Florida Conference, have had a alight 
attack of fever, but are improving. The branch conference held at McDonatd, 
Ga., was a complete success. The people crowded the meeting house in a heavy 
rain, so much interested were they in the teaching of the elders. 



Elders Joseph Young and George Miller write that last week they were 
invited to preach in a church at Marion, O. The choir voluntarily rendered 
some excellent selections and a large crowd turned out to hear the brethren. 
After services a Mr. Stewart entertained them royally at his hotel. 



Postponement of conference of conference presidents: 

On account of the stringent fever regulations it is deemed advisable to 
postpone the conference of presidents which was to be held on the 22nd and 23d 
inst., until cold weather. Notice will be given later as to the date set for this 
convention. 



Elders C. E. Moore and R. S. Porter, while stopping at a country store for 
a drink, were given an invitation to talk to a crowd of men who were standing 
around the building. They were very attentive while the brethren spoke, and 
seemed to appreciate the opportunity they had of hearing the elders speak on 
the principles of the Gospel. 



There have been many inquiries come to the office concerning the newspaper 
report of a supposed Mormon elder's being found dead at Bristol, Tenn. The 
matter has been investigated, and the facts in the case received from the mayor of 
that city show that the man was not an elder, but that he had same friends 
among the elders, one of whom gave him the Book of Mormon found on his i>erson. 



We have recently received several nice letters from a few of the elders which 
we would liko to publish, were it not for the fact that they are too long for the 
space we have to spare in the Journal. We hope that the brethren who fail to 
see. their letters in print will appreciate the fact that our paper is small and 
that we only have room for a limited amount of matter, which makes it impossi- 
ble for us to use all the articles sent to us for publication. 



At Chance, Kentucky, while a branch conference was in progress a "Separate 
Baptist" preacher figured in the organization of a mob. The house was struck 
by a rock thrown from the hand of a ruffian, and after the meeting several shots 
were fired, and many stones were thrown at the brethren, but none of them were 
hurt. There are a great number of friends in that vicinity. President Crockett 
further writes, **We are making a special effort to get the Journal into as many 
homes as possible, for we realize it is the means of doing much good." 



Elder Jacob A. Paton, of the Alabama Conference, writes a very interesting 
account of his experience with a Baptist minister. After the services conducted 
by the preacher were over. Elder Paton introduced himself to the minister, who, 
after a brief exchange of words, ended the interview by hastily leaving, saying as 
he went: **I don't want to talk with you, and I want nothing to do with the 
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Mormons ; so go you go on your way to hell rejoicing, for there is where you are 
bound for, anyway." 



The elders in the Florida Conference are all reported well with the exception 
of Elder Phillips, who is bothered with rheumatism. President Ferrin and Eider 
Stoddard are holding branch conferences in Georgia. The work on the Jackson- 
ville church building is progressing very well, and even many people not of our 
faith are anxious to see it completed. Elders Heaton and Bocker have started 
to tract the small city of Sanford, in Orange County, Florida. At Blackshear, 
Ga., President Ferrin and Elder Stoddard baptized two honest souls, and held two 
very successful meetings. 



Writing from Locust, Ohio, Elders H. G. Child and F. S. Epperson say. 
'^During the past three weeks we have been visiting the Saints and friends of 
Scioto, Adams and Pike counties in the interest of the Journal, and have been 
successful in getting this precious periodical in nearly all their homes. Great 
success has also attended our labors in the line of baptisms, as we have already 
this week baptized six honest souls." They further say that they held a meet- 
ing on the 20th of August, at which about one hundred and fifty people were 
present. A very enjoyable time was spent by all in attendance. 



TRANSFERS. 



Elder Julian M. Cumming from Office to Ohio. 
Elder Lawrence Johnson from Alabama to Ohio. 
Elder W. J. Stephens from Ohio to Virginia. 



ARRIVALS. 



Elder Loraine L. Bagley, Montpelier, Idaho, assigned to labor in Office. Elder R. 
E. Baxter, Salt Lake City to Alabama. Elder Frank P. Whitney, Rexburg, Idaho, 
to Virginia. 



OBITUARY. 



Sister Mary A., the devoted wife of Brother M. Lemacks of Osbom, S. C, 
died on August 14. She was sixty-six years of age, and leaves a husband, 
seven children, seventeen grand children and five great grand children, together 
with many friends to mourn their loss. She was the mother of thirteen children, 
and was devoted to her family all the days of her useful life. She had been 
acquainted with the elders for a number of years and always assisted her husbaud 
in entertaining them with the very best at their command. She was faithful 
to the cause of Truth since her baptism in 1898, and prior to this event she 
was a woman of Christian heart and practice. She was a devoted wife, a 
loving mother, and a faithful Latter-Day Saint. Our hearts go out in deep 
sympathy for those who mourn her death, and we pray that the Spirit of t'.ie 
Lord will comfort their hearts in their hour of bereavement. 



It is a beautiful necessity of our nature to love something. — Jcrrold. 
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Beport of Mimon Conferenu* for Two Weeks Ending SepL £, 1906. 
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THE SIN OF OMISSION. - 

(Maboabet E. Sangster.) 

It isn't the thing j^ou do, dear. 

It's the thing you've left undone. 
Which gives you a bit of heartache 

At the setting of the sun. 
The tender word forgotten. 

The letter you did not write. 
The flowers you might have sent, dear, 

Are your haunting ghosts tonight. 



The stone you might have lifted 

Out of a brother's way. 
The bit of heartsome counsel 

You were hurried too much to say; 
The loving touch of the hand, dear, 

The gentle and winsome tone. 
That you had no time nor thought for, 

With troubles enough of your own. 



The little acts of kindness, 

So easily out of mind ; 
These chances to be angels 

Which every mortal finds. 
They come in night and silence, 

Each chill, reproachful wraith. 
When hope is faint and flagging, 

And a blight has dropped on faith. 



For life is all too short, dear, 

And sorrow is all too great 
To suffer our slow compassion, 

That tarries until too late, 
And it's not the thing you do, dear. 

It's the thing you leave undone. 
Which gives you the bit of heartache 

At the setting of the sun. 



edited and published by 

Elder Ben. E. Rich, op the Southern Stat'cs Mission 

chattanooga, tenn. 
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** It hoi bem the de&iffn <^ Jehovah, from the oommeneemaU <^ ike world, and ie His 
pwpoee now, to regtdoUe the affairs of the world in His own time, to stiumd as Head of the 
vBiuversey and take the reins of government into His own hand. When that is done, judgment 
win be adminisfered in rigMeousnev; anarchy and confusion will be destroyed, and * nations 
will learn war no more.* It is for want of this great governing principle that all this confusion 
has existedJ' — Joseph Smith. 



Vol. III. October 1, 1905. No. 3. 



THE TRUTH ABOUT MORMONISM. 

(By Pbesident Joseph F. Smith, of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat^ter-da^ 

Saints, in Out, West.) 

A Bi09t malicious and determined effort is being made at the present time 
to misrepresent the acts and motives of prominent men in Utah. The hack- 
neyed question of **iK)lygamy," and the equally well-worn subject of "church . 
and state," while still harped upon, are no longer to the fore in these savage 
and unscrupulous assaults upon the lives and characters of the present "Mormon*^ 
leaders. The partial retirement of those trite and threadbare themes is doubtles;^ 
for the reason that the most virulent enemies of our cause are becoming con- 
vinced that they cannot convert into facts their whilom pet theories, to the effect 
that the so-called "dominant church" has re-sanctioned the inhibited practice 
of plural marriage, and that it dictates to its members how they shall exercise 
their political rights and privileges. Therefore, these plotters against peace and 
good will — the only real enemies of the "American home," the only actual 
uniters of church and state — see the necessity for a change of base, or at 
least a new war-cry, in order to succeed in their nefarious work of deceiving the 
nation and the world regarding the unpopular "Mormons" — ^the most persistently 
slandered and most misunderstood people under the sun. 

The main charge now is "commercialism" — the alleged departure of the 
Church, under the present administration, from its original standards; the 
sordid and selfish enthronement of the temporal above the spiritual This accu- 
sation is intended, of course, to have its greatest effect, in the designs and desires 
of its inventors, upon the Latter-day Saints themselves; a schism in their ranks 
being among the things hoped for by these religious and political conspirators. 
Much is being said of the alleged tyranny of the "Mormon" tithing system, the 
"exactions," "extortions," "oppressions" and "cruelties" said to be practiced 
by the Church, and particularly by myself, to the infinite woe and misery of 
widows, orphans, and poor people in general, the so-called "dupes and victims 
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of the Hierarchy." Day after day, from press, pulpit and rostrum, in various 
parts of the land, these falsehoods, with "polygamy'* and **church influence" 
as subsidiaries, are fulminated and sent broadcast, for the purpose of poisoning 
the public mind against the "Mormbn" community. 

That these false and foolish stories will be believed by many, whether dis- 
puted or not, is perhaps inevitable ; and indeed the effect of their . circulation 
is already apparent in prejudice and feelings of ill will that have arisen «n 
the hearts of men and women once friendly, or at all events charitable and 
tolerant, towards our people. 

It is marvelous to me, not that the "Mormons" can be lied about — for I 
have been used to that all the days of my life — but that the atrocious and 
often absurd calumnies manufactured concerning them can be so easily swallowed 
and assimilated by the sober, sensible, discriminating, and usually fair-minded 
American people; a people sprung for the most part from the sturdy Anglo-Saxoa 
race, from the cool-headed, well-poised, steady-going northern nations; a people 
whose mission and destiny are to prevent injustice, put down wrong, exalt truth, 
defend the weak, stand by the right, and hold things level, wherever their power 
and influence extend. That a nation formed from such elements can be lashed 
periodically into a frenzy of hatred against a peaceable, patriotic, and well-meaning 
body of their fellow citizens, and this at the mere dictum or instigation of some 
ribald newspaper, some characterless demagogue, intent only upon feathering 
his foul nest, or feeding fat his selfish grudges, ' regardless of truth, consistency^ 
or any other consideration — this to me is a matter of astonishment. 

I would expect such things in some parts of Europe — say from the mobs ot 
Paris, from the blood-thirsty "Commune," that portion of the excitable Gallic 
nation graphically described as "the red fool-fury of the Seine." I would accept 
such incidents as commonplaces among savages and barbarians. But I canhot 
reconcile them with my early teachings and traditions, my high conceptions of 
the innate chivalry, generosity, and sound common sense of my American coun- 
trymen. 

And I see in these things a menace, not only to the unpopular "Mormons^" 
the present victims of this reckless, mobocratic tendency : but to the whole 
American people, our glorious nation at large. This spirit of falsehood and 
intolerance — an emanation from the bottomless pit, a miasma from Hades, from 
the abode of the infernal gods, bent upon "making mad" those whom they would 
**destroy" — ^this spirit of injustice and persecution, so opposite and antagonistic 
to the true genius of Americanism, will not focus its malevolence upon the 
Latter-day Saints alone. It will attack in time every sect, creed, party and 
organization that stands for peace, order and good government ; and, if not 
checked, will uproot, overthrow, destroy and sweep them from the face of the 
earth. It is the spirit of anarchy, of murder and spoliation. These 
are its ultimate aims, whether recognized or not by those foolish enough to 
follow its lead and do its dire bidding. Religious rancor and political chincanerv 
are its right and left hands; "yellow journalism" its banner, trumpet and drum; 
more blatant and more bigoted than any Peter the Hermit, working up a "holy 
crusade." Both these mischievous agencies are at work, consciously- or uncon- 
sciously preparing the way before a national, perhaps a world-wide catastrophe, 
that will inevitably follow a continuation of this pernicious and persecuting 
course. 

Having said this much, Mr. Editor — and I would not feel satisfied to say 
less — I wish to thank you, a real American, one of the upright, unoringing meu 
of the west, for the privilege accorded me by your request, of making, through 
the columns of your fair and fearless magazine, a plain and truthful statemear 
concerning "Mormonism," having special reference to the false charges that are 
now being hurled against its leading representatives. 

I shall not deny that "Mormonism" has a commercial or material side. I 
admit that to begin with. But I propose to show that this is not the only side, nor 
by any means the largest and most important feature of the system. And I shall 
further prove that "Mormonism" from the first has avowed and presented to 
the world this particular phase of its many-sided self; that it is no new devel- 
opment, due to a sudden change of policy, some selfish, sinister purpose on 
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the part of the present leaders, as some people pretend to believe. All snch 
allegations are the veriest trash, the flimsiest of fabrications, sasoeptiblo of the 
easiest disproof. They have not even the merit of b6oest ignorance in their 
favor, so far as the authors are concerned. They are grounded in sheer malice 
and hypocrisy. Some of those who repeat them, parrot-like, may be sincere; 
but those who uttered them in the first place, and are still sending them forth 
and deceiving others, know full well that they lie. 

I need not inform any reasonable Latter-day SaiBt — ^for to my own peoplv» 
as well as to the public at large, this article will come — tkatt the temporal part 
of the Church of Christ is essential to its existence in tbls M a UtMi aJ world ; almost 
as essential as the spiritual part, which of course comes first and is absolutely 
indispensable. No sacred system of government, bavins » ▼icw the salvation 
of the bodies as well as the spirits of men, can sueoessfolly aoosiapHsh its 
mission without being temporal as well as spiritual in character. It was the 
doctrine of Joseph Smith, the* original revelator of ''Mormonism,** that the 
spirit and the body constitute the soul of man. It has alwajrs been a cardinal 
teaching with the Latter-day Saints, that a religion which has not the power to 
save people temporally and make them prosperous and happy here, cannot be 
depended upon to save them spiritually, to exalt them in the life to come. 

A duality in the government of the Church is plainly apparent from tin 
fact that there are two priesthoods therein, namely, the Aaronic and the Mel- 
chisedek; the former officiating m temporal things, and the latter in spjritui^l 
things, which, however, include the temporal. Our entire ecclesiastical ]y>lit'/ 
U in and under these two priesthoods, which correspond to the duality of the 
soul. Paul, the apostle, compared the Church of Christ to the perfect body of a 
man, including, of course, the animating spirit, without which the body would 
be dead. Joseph Smith, who proclaimed the restoration of the ancient Church, 
Priesthood and Gospel, emphasized and amplified Paul's doctrine. 

It is well understood in our Church that those holding the Aaronic Priesthood 
liave authority to officiate only in outward ordinances. By virtue of this Priest- 
hood, faith and repentance may be preadied, and baptism by immersion (in tho 
temporal element of water) administered. But it requires the imposition of 
hands by those holding the higher or Melchisedek Priesthood, to bestow th3 
Holy Ghost and induct the convert Into the spiritual concerns of the kingdom. 
All the officers of the Church, from the highest to the lowest, bear one or the 
other of these two priesthoods. Ascending the scale of authority, the titles 
and callings of Deacon, Teacher, Priest and Bishop come within the purvi^ 
of the Aaronic Priesthood; while those of Elder. Seventy. High Priest, Patriarch, 
Apostle and President are offices and callings in the Melchisedek Priesthood, to 
which the Aaronic Priesthood is an appendage. A full equipment is thus shown 
for the government and conduct of the Church both spiritually and temporally. 

According to Joseph the Prophet, who claimed to have received these Priest- 
hoods through angelic ministrations, the time of their restoration was sevenl 
months before the organization of the Church. The Aaronic Priesthood came 
first, being conferred by John the Baptist upon Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery, 
^lay 15. 1S29. The Melchisedek Priesthood came soon after, when they were 
ordained under the hands of Apostles Peter, James and John. By virtue of the 
sacred keys thus given, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was 
organized at Fayette, Seneca county, New York, on the 0th day of April, 1890. 
The Book of Mormon had been previously translated and published, and Its 
doctrines, .identical with those of the New Testament, were preached by Jos3ph 
Smith and his associates in Western New York and Northern Pennsylvania. In 
that region several hundred converts were made before the removal of the 
Church to Kirtland, Ohio, in February, 1831. 

One of the first steps taken by the Prophet, after the establishment of headquar- 
ters at Kirtland, was the institution of what Latter-day Saints call the "Unitad 
Order." a religio-social system, communal in its chara<^er, designed to nboPsh 
poverty, monopoly, and kindred evils, and to bring abon^ unity and equality in 
temporal and spiHtual things. It required the consecration to the Church, by 
its members, of all their properties, and the subsequent distribution to those 
members, by the Church, of what were termed "stewardships." Each holder of 
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a stewardship — ^which might be the same farm, workshop, store, or factory that 
this sarme person had "consecrated'' — ^waa expected to manage it thereafter ip 
the interest of the whole community ; all his galas reverting to a common fund, 
from which he would derive a sufficient support for himself and those dependent 
upon him. The Bishops, being the temporal officers of the Church, received the 
consecration of those pioperties, and also assigned the stewardships ; but they per- 
formed their duties under the dlreetkm of the First Presidency, who hold the keys 
of the Melchisedek Priesthood, to which the Aaronic or Lesser Priesthood is 
subject. Eiach Bishop, I will remark, has two Counselors to assist him, these 
three forming a Bishopric; and the President over the entire Church also has 
two Counselors, they with him constituting the First Presidency. 

The United Order, the Prophet declared, was the same ancient system that 
sanctified the City of Enoch ; the same also that the Apostles set up at Jerusalem 
(Acts 4 :32-35) ; and that the Nephites instituted upon this land, according to the 
Book of Mormon ( IV Nephi 1 :3) . The purpose -in view, by the Latter-day Saints, 
was the building up of Zion, the New Jerusalem; an event to be preceded by the 
gathering of scattered Israel, and preparatory to the second coming of the Saviour 
and the advent of the MillenniunL 

I need not weary the reader with a recital of details as to how the Church 
grew and prospered along the lines laid down by the United Order, which was 
established at Kirtland, Ohio, and at Independence, Missouri, during the year 
1831. Suffice it, that under the auspices of this beneficent system the Gospel 
was preached on both hemispheres and the gathering of Latter-day Israel begun. 
Lands were purchased in both the States named; and in Jackson county, Missouri, 
the foundations of the City of Zion were laid. A Temple was reared at Kirtland, 
schools were opened, mercantile and publishing houses instituted, and industrial 
enterprises of various kinds conducted by the Church ; the object being to build op 
Zion spiritually and temporally, and prepare for the literal coming of the King 
of Kings to reign upon the earth a tbonsaad years. In this cause, the Apostles 
as well as the Bishops performed a variety of labors, not only preaching che 
Gospel and administering its sacred ordinances, but also traveling to collect money 
and other means for the erection of the Kirtland Temple and the purchase of lauds 
in Missouri. 

The United Order was not perpetoated at that time, and the reason was 
two-fold. Primarily it was due to the innate selfishness of human nature, which 
prevented the Saints, as a whole, from entering into the work of ''redeeming 
Zion" with sufficient seal and singleness of purpose. But another cause, equally' 
cogent, was the cruel mobbings and drivings of our people, by those who did 
not comprehend their real motives, or maliciouriy made evil out of their pure 
and philantropic designs. The "Mormon** colony which settled in Jackson county, 
Missouri, was violently expelled from that part in the autumn of 1833; and in 
1837-39 the main body of the Church was compelled to leave Ohio, and migrated 
to Missouri. 

It was at Far West, Caldwell county, Missouri, that the law of tithing 
was instituted, concerning which so much is now being said. The tithing systegi 
of the Church did not do away with the United Order, the practice of which, 
though discontinued during that period, is still contemplated as an event of Mie 
future. But the law of tithing (like the law of Moses, in its relation to the 
Gospel of Christ) was to be observed and obeyed pending the final establishment 
of the more perfect system. Here is the full text of the law : 

Revelation given through Joseph, the Prophet, at Far West, Missouri, July 
8th, 1838, in answer to the question, •*0 Lord, show unto thy servants how 
much thou requirest of the properties of the people for a tithing?" 

Verily, thus saith the Lord, I require all their surplus property to be put 
into the hands of the Bishop of my Church of Zion. 

For the building of mine house, and for the laying of the foundation of 
Zion and for the Priesthood, and for the debts of the Presidency of my Chur<* ; 

And this shall be the beginning of the tithing of my people ; 

And after that, those who have dins been tithed, shall pay one-tenth of ali 
their interest annually; and this shall be a standing law unto them forever, for 
my holy Priesthood, saith the Lord. 
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Verily I say unto you, it shall oome to pasB, tluit all tboee who gather unto the 
land of Zion shall be tithed of their muirfiia pioperties, and shall observe this 
law, or they shall not be found worthy to abide among you. 

And I say unto you, if my people obeerve not this law, to keep it holy and by 
this sanctify the land of Zion unto me, that my statutes and my judgments may 
be kept thereon, that it may be most holy, behold, verily I say unto you, it shall 
not be a land of Zion unto you. 

And this shall be an ensample onto all the Stakes of Zion. Even so, Amen. 

The Stakes of Zion, I will explain, are those gathering places of the Sainta 
that are outside of Zion proper — ^Jackson county, Missouri, where the holy city it 
is believed will yet be built. For instance, Kirtland was « Stake of Zion, as was 
also Nauvoo, Illinois, where, early in 1839, the Saints after their barbarous mid- 
winter expulsion from the State of Missouri, under the exterminating order of 
Governor Lilbum W. Boggs, next established their headquarters. 

In Illinois, the same methods and policy were pursued for the upbuilding 
and maintenance of the Ghilrch, and the prosecution of the sacred labor devolving 
upon it, as those previously adopted and followed; and this under the personal 
supervision and direction of the Prophet, its first President. The law of tithing 
continued in force, and the revenues of the Gburch, thus obtained, were used in 
a variety of ways for the advancement of the general cause. "The gathering" 
also went on, not only from the various States of the Union, but from Gan0.da 
and Great Britain. Mormonism's first foreign mission was opened at Preston, 
England, in 1837, and the foundations of the mission were broadened and strength- 
ened in 1810-41. This work was done by the Council of the Twelve Apostles — tha 
second quorum in authority in tihe Church — acting under the direction of tho 
First Presidency in America. A Church paper was founded at Manchester 
and a new edition of the Book of Mormon printed, with means contributed by 
ttie Saints of the British Mission. A permanent emigration agency (now at Liver- 
pool) was established, and this has conducted annually across the Atlantic thou- 
sands upon thousands of Church members. Many other similar works were don-» 
by the Apostles while upon that mission. At Nauvoo a Temple was built and a 
university chartered; papers were published, mercantile and industrial enterprises 
were founded wherever necessary, and all kinds of legitimate business, essential 
to the work in hand, carried on by the Church under the express sanction and 
direction of its spiritual and temporal head. The Prophet even laid out cities, and 
in this he was assisted by the Apostles, who as well as the Bishops were active in 
settling in these places the newly arrived inunigrants from abroad. 

Joseph Smith, with his brother Hyrum, the Patriarch of the Church, wan 
murdered ^>y a nM)b, in Carthage jail, Illinois^ June 27, 1844. His death dis- 
solved the First Presidency, and the suooession fell upon the Council of Twelve 
Apostles, with President Brigham Young at its head. He ccmducted the **Mormoa'' 
exodus from Illinois. Leaving Nauvoo in February, 1846, he led the first companicj« 
of the migrating Saints to the Missouri River, and, after enlistment of the 
**Mormon" Battalion, which aided t:he United States in its war with Mexico, 
he headed the pioneer movement which in July, 1847, penetrated to the heart of 
the **Great American Desert,** and selected Salt Lake valley and the surrounding 
region as the future home of the "Mormon" people. 

Brigham Young succeeded to the sacred powers and presidential position' 
held by Joseph Smith. Choosing two counselors, he re-organized the ^irst 
Presidency, filled the vacancies thus occasioned in the quorum of the Twelve, 
and otherwise set the Church in order in its new gathering place. In all the 
wondrous work performed by that truly remarkable man — the reclamation of the 
desert, the continuation of "the gathering," tbe establishment of numerous Stakes 
of Zion, €md incidentally the founding of the commonwealth of Utah — ^he buf 
carried out the policy and fulfilled the predictions of his yet more remarkable 
predecessor. President Young's proudest boast — figuratively speaking, for he was 
not a man who boasted — was that he was Joseph Smith's Apostle, and was building 
upon the foundation that he had laid. Joseph prbphesied, years before his 
death, that the Saints would be driven westward, and would "become a mighty 
people in the midst of Ohe Rocky Mountains ;" here to irenuin, growing in numbers, 
increasing in wealth and influence, and otherwise preimring for the eventual 
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return to Jackson county. Brigfaam Young inherited ibis work from its inspired 
originator, Joseph Smith, and the work, it is needless to say, was well and 
faithfully done. It was a spiritual and a temporal work, having in view, not 
the aggrandizement of self, not the oreation of privileged classes and the oppres- 
sion of the toiling masses, but the glory of Qod, the redemption of Zion, and 
the prosperity and happineae of all mankind. 

Under President Yopng's wise and able administration, the savage trib^^ 
were won over and made peaceable, colonies were sent out in all directions; cities, 
towns and villages laid out and peopled, irrigation introduced, arid lands e- 
deemed, mills, factories and mercantile houses established, and the whole lan.l 
made to hum «I8 a veritable hive of industry. Missionaries went forth, new 
missions were opened in various parts of the world, and five hundred Church 
teams were annually sent to the frontier to bring in the immigration. Special 
features of President Young's industrial work were the mining and manufacturing 
of iron, and the manufacture of nails; also the raising of cotton in Southern 
Utah, at the outbreak of the Civil War, and the building of* a cotton factor f in 
that section. He likewise founded woolen mills, some of which are still in 
existence. He even attempted the manufacture of beet sugar, the pioneer mill at 
Sugar House Ward, in the suburbs of Salt Lake City, being the forerunner of ihe 
present flourishing factories of the Utah and Idaho sugar companies. 

But Brigham Young did not believe in ell work and no play. While his 
tireless brain and potent hand were busy laying broad and deep the foundation^ 
of Utah*B prosperity and greatness, he also bore in mind the necessity for purn 
and wholesome amusement and recreation. As early as 1862 he built the Salt Lake 
Theatre, as he had previously built the Social Hall and the "Old Bowery," our 
earliest homes of the drama ; end he exercised ceaseless watchcare over the morals 
and manners of those who frequented as auditors, or appeared as performers, at 
these popular places of amusement. The erection of the Saltair Pavilion — Utah's 
great bathing resort — in after years, was simply a continuation of the policy 
inaugurated by President Young relative to public means of recreation, and It 
was undertaken in the same spirit that he manifested, and for the same purpo&c 
at which he aimed. 

In all the useful and philantropic enterprises thus enumerated and 'n 
many more that cannot now be named, it was virtually the Church that took 
the lead; for Brigham Young, as President and Trustee-in-Trust, acted as the 
agent of the Church in investing its means and manipulating its revenues. In 
this capacity he built the Deseret Telegraph line, entirely with home capital an'} 
home labor, only a few years after the original telegraph line crossed che continent, 
and before the advent of the railroad. He and other leading "Mormons" helpe.l 
to construct the Union Pacific and Central Pacific railroads, whi(?h on May 10, 
1869, made Promontory, Utah, their place of meeting and welding point between 
east and west. About this time also he took the initiative in organizing ZionV 
Co-operative Mercantile Institution, a mammoth concern designed to unify "Mor- 
mon" commercial interests in the face of impending fierce competition from the 
outside, resulting from the coming of the railroad. He even attempted to re-es- 
tablish the United Order, and ' succeeded in part; though his greatest success 
in that direction was limited to the mighty Co-operative movement of which 
he was the chief instigator and promoter. 

A word in passing, as to the origin and nature of the office of Trustee-in-Trusr, 
which was first held by the Prophet Joseph Smith. It originated while I ho 
Church was in Illinois, and was in conformity with the laws of that state, 
which required each religious body to have a financial agent to act for it and to 
hold the legal title to its property. From the days of the Prophet Joseph Smith 
down to the present, the head of the Church or one of the General Authorities, 
has been chosen and sustained by the members in their general annual and semi- 
annual conferences, as "Trustee-in-Trust for the body of religious worshippers 
known as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints." 

Brigham Young died August 29, 1877, and John Taylor, the senior of the 
Twelve Apostles, became his successor as President of the Church. H<b chose 
as his two counselors George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith, and these three, .i»* 
the First Presidency from 1880 to 1887, inherited the powers and continued the 
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policy of those who had preceded them. It was during President Taylor's ad- 
ministration — an anti-polygamy crusade having been instituted under the EMmunds 
law and the Edmunds-Tucker statute — that the "Mormon" public property was 
confiscated by the federal government. The greater* part of it waa subsequently 
returned, but the finances of the Church were seriously disordered by thone pro- 
ceedings. President Taylor died in July, 1887, and was succeeded by President 
Wilford Woodruff, who chose as bis counselors those of his predecessor. 

It was during President WoodruiFs administration that the Pioneer Electric 
Power company was established, a proposition involving several millions of dollar?, 
and in which the Church became largely interested, mainly through the influence 
of President Gveorge Q. Cannon and his soa, Frank J. Cannon, the present editor 
of the Salt Lake Tribune. The Pioneer Electric Power company was the fore- 
runner of the present Utah Light and Railway company. 

President Woodruff, at his death in 1898, was succeeded by President Lorenzo 
Snow, who also chose Creorge Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith as his counselors. 
President Snow's administration was rendered notable by a revive! in the obser- 
vance of the much-mooted law of tithing. For years the hands of the Trustee-in- 
Trust had been tied so to speak, and the Church crippled financially, not so 
much by the confiscation of its property as by the failure of many of its 
members to pay their tithing; they fearing further confiscations and escheat- 
ments under the laws of congress. President Snow, at the beginning of his admin- 
istration, began a zealous and strenuous preaching of the law of tithing, and in 
this movement he was loyally seconded and supported by his counselorq^-and tha 
priesthood generally. The result was a great reform in the direction of tithe- 
paying, and a consequent improvement in the financial condition of the Churcn. 
This presidency continued until the death of President Cannon in 1901, when 
Joseph F. Smith succeeded him as First Counselor to President Snow, who died 
in October of the same year. Then it was that Joseph F. Smith became Presi- 
dent, with John R. Winder and Anthon H. Lund as his counselors. 

Up to the ingoing of the present administration, while much had been said 
about polygamy, church-and-state. and t>;e commercial and material phases of 
"Mormonism," no one had the temerity to assert or even intimate that the poliry 
and procedure of the Church leaders were at all at variance with those of their 
predecessors. It remained for the Salt Lake Tribune, edited by the aforesaid 
Frank J. Cannon, "Mormon" apostate and broken-down politician, in the employ 
of ex-Senator Thomas Kearns, another disgruntled office-seeker, to invent this 
false charge and hurl it at the heads of the church. Disappointed in their 
plans for re-election, and unable to secure for the furtherance of their financial 
and political schemes the "Church influence," of which they now prate, they 
seek revenge by endeavoring to blacken the characters and lessen the influence 
of the "Mormon" leaders. These two men, Keams and Cannon, are the principal 
figures in the self-styled "American party." Their i^kigious coadjutors are the 
members of the Protestant Ministerial Association of Salt Lake City, a little 
clique of nn-Christian ministers, who spend one day in seven preaching the 
Ten Commandments and the Golden Rule, and the Remaining six an bearing false 
witness against their neighbors and stirring up strife and hatred against them. 
When not engaged in getting up "anti-Mormon" petitions to congress, or lobbying 
in the interest of partisan legislation, they may be found any day at the old stand, 
denouncing "union of church and state" and proclaiming against "priestly Inter- 
ference in politics." The summoning of several prominent "Mormons," myself 
included, before the Smoot investigation committee at Washington, where it wa« 
shown that the Church was to some extent interested in various secular enterprises 
and that its President was an oflBcer in them, gave these political and religious 
crusaders their opportunity: and that they have made the most of it, the un- 
blushing effrontery and ribald mendacity of their operations bear ample and 
daily witness. 

It is true the present Trustee-in-Trust is prominent in various business con- 
cerns that have done much and are destined to do more in the. development 
of the material resources of Utah and the west ; but it is also true that many of 

( Continued on page 4^, ) 
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EDIXO RIAL. 



"REORGANIZED** CHURCH. 

In answer to an enquiry recently received we will state that the Reorganized 
Church is the name of a church organized by apostates from the true Church, and 
the work of their elders is devoted principally to following the tracks of our elders, 
ascertaining who our members are and generally visiting newly baptized converts, 
into whose ears they whisper damnable heresies, and endeavor to lead them aw^v 
from the true fold into their apostate church Their elders tell our converts that 
Joseph Smith, the leader of the Re-organizers, who is a son of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, was duly appointed as his father's successor, and thisit Brigham Young led 
the people away into apostacy. They tell all manner of falsehoods about our lead- 
ers and use the same arguments as do the people of the world when speaking about 
blood atonement, and other charges generally made against us. 

The elders should closely study the article published in the Journal for Sep- 
tember 1, entitled "The Devil's Choicest Counterfeit," and should carefully explain 
the nature of this organization to all our Saints, especially those whom they may 
baptize, luid warn them against these wolves who are attired in sheep's clothing 
and who follow in the wake of our elders. As stated in that article, the very 
name of this apostate church presupposes what its members claim, that the 
original Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was disorganized. When 
did the event take place? The expulsion of the Saints from Nauvoo did not 
disorganize the Church, or affect its constitution in the slightest degree. If 
it is claimed that the removal of the great body of the Church from Illinois 
was its disorganization, then it must have been disorganized several times, having 
been forcibly removed from several places previous to its location at Nauvoo. 
But it was never claimed in the days of Joseph the Prophet that the Churc'i 
was disorganized when the majority of its members were driven from Missouri, 
nor at any time of its persecution and expulsion. 

When the body of the Church moved from Nauvoo. it simply changed its loca- 
tion, as it had done before, the Churcli remaining intact, with its organization 
unimpaired. The authorities which managed its affairs, and every essential to its 
perpetuation, continued in it and animated it. The priesthood in ell its quorums 
and councils — excepting for a brief season that of the first presidency — officiated 
in the various callings and duties pertaining thereunto: the work of proselytism 
and gathering went on ; the spirit that inspired the church at every previous stagi^ 
of its progress increased rather than diminished, and the Hand of Providence wa*^ 
manifested in its protection, consolidation and increase, in a more signal manner 
than ever before. The persecutions and tribulations through which it had passed 
were overruled by the Almighty for its exceeding benefit. It was elevated on high. 
The place of its people's defense became *'the munitions of rocks :" "bread was given 
unto them, thei-r water was made sure ;" "the wildernness and the solitary plac** 
were made glad for them ;" "streams broke out and waters in the desert :" "joy and 
gladness were found therein, thanksgiving and the voice of melody." "The 
mountain of the Lord's House'' was "established in the top of the mountains" just 
as the Prophet Joseph predicted a short time before his cruel death it would be, 
and to it came people from all nations, that they might "learn of His ways and 
walk in His paths," and there they were free to carry out the work revealed to the 
Prophet Joseph, and build upon the foundation which he laid. To this, both leaders 
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and people diligently ap^ied themselyes, and God worked with them, confirming the 
word with signs following, and giving the testimony of the truth to all who re<^ved 
the Gospel under their teaching, in every land and clime. There was no break 
in the continuance of the Church. Neither was there any token that the Lord had 
withdrawn Himself from His people. The pretended reorganization of scHnething 
that was never dlsorganiied, is but "the shadow of a shade.'' 

The Lord, from the very beginning of the Church, gave the most solemn and 
certain assurances to His servants and Saints, that the power of this priesthood 
was revealed **in the last days and for the last time;" that this kingdom should 
"not be prevailed against, but should prevail ;" that it should "not be left to another 
people ;" that the keys thereof were not only given to the Presidency of the Twelve, 
in connection with the priesthood from the beginning, being "sent down from heaven' 
unto them "last of all." It was "never to be taken again from the earth until 
the sons of Levi do offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness." "Fear 
not little flod£," said the Lord, "the kingdom is yours until I oome." The whob 
tenor of the revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants is to the same effect as these 
4iuotations. It was understood from the first that transgressors should be dealt 
with "from the greatest unto the least," but the church and kingdom of God set 
up on the earth should remain "no more to be thrown down for ever." 

Neither did the death of the Prophet Joseph affect the organization of the 
church. It would be a poor system that depended upon the life of one man, or 
two or three men. Even the death of the Savior, the head of the primitive 
Christian Church, did not affect the organization thereof; it continued and grew 
and increased as has the Latter-day Church under similar circumstances and 
like the tree springing from the grain of mustard seed, flourished and spread 
forth when watered by the blood of martyrdom. 

The quorum of the first presidency was dissolved by t?he death of Joseph and 
Hyrum, but the quorum of twelve, with its president designated by revelation, 
was in full force, and, according to the order of the priesthood, "was equal 
in authority" to the first presidency, and expressly endowed with power to 
"build up the church and regulate all the affairs of the same in all nations." The 
dissolution or disorganization of any quorum or council does not and cannot 
disorganize the church, but each and every quorum may be set in order again 
under the keys and authority given for that purpose. This was done — ^the 
first presidency being reorganized according to the plan and pattern designated. 
The same course was repeated after the death of President Young. The position 
is impregnable. The church continues. If its earthly head is removed frotn 
any cause, it has vitality and power to bring forth another. And so with any 
of its essential facts: that it may never perish nor be materially affected by 
the violence of the wicked, the transgression of any of its ofllcers or members, 
change of location, or any trial or vicissitude through which it may be called to 



DON'T LEAVE THE GOOD SEED TO WITHER. 

In giving general counsel to the president of the Virginia conference, regard- 
ing the fields of labor the Elders under his direction were to be sent to upon 
the adjournment of conference there. President Rich advised that they be sent 
into those counties where the seed of the Gospel had been sown, and not try to 
break up new ground. Too much of this kind of work has been done in the past, 
and too frequently the Elders have preached the Gospel to* strangers who have 
become interested, and then the missionaries have left for other fields to allow 
the good seed sown to wither and die. 

The time has come for our Elders to labor more extensively among those 
who have started to investigate the Grospel, and they must cultivate the seed which 
has been sown, endeavoring to successfully ripen it, instead of trying to cover too 
much ground. When a good opening presents itself for successful work, the elders 
should remain and labor diligently among those who manifest a disposition to em- 
brace the Gospel. Of course there is such a thing as "wearing out your welcome,** 
but where people commence to investigate the Gospel, under the influence of tha 
Holy Spirit, they delight in having the messengers of the Lord tarry among them, 
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and will gladly make any sacrifice to entertain tbem under their humble roof. In 
such cases the Elders should prefer to remain rather than to see how many miles 
they can walk by the time they make their next report. 



Prbsidbnt Rich rcently held a branch conference with the Elders at Augusta^ 
Ga., and had a most interesting time. He recommended to President Whiting and 
the elders associated with him in that conference that they have two or three 
sets of **The Silent Missionary'' for the use of the missionaries, and thcLt for this 
purpose they each contribute a small amount of the purchase price. This was 
readily agreed to, and the views forwarded to the eiders. A letter just received 
from President Whiting conveys the encouraging news that the interest taken 
in the pictures by both saints and strangers is simply wonderful, and will have 
great effect in making friends for the elders and ultimately converts. 



On thb 16th and 17th of September, President Rich was in Mount Lake, Va.» 
attending conference. He reports that a nicer set of elders than those laboring in 
the Virginia conference, it has not been his pleasure to meet. They were neat 
and comely in their attire and progressing and developing wonderfully, even the 
youngest of the elders having perfect control when caUed upon to address the 
conference. They had enlarged their church for the occasion, but even then 
there was not room for the vast numbers of people who came from all parts of 
the country to hear the preaching. The elders gave up their seats to the visitors 
and sat outside of the building. 



And now the Methodist Episcopal conference at Madison, Wis., has adopted 
resolutions asl^ing the United States senate to declare the seat of Reed Smooi* 
vacant, liiis, we believe, completes the list of the religious denominations, in the 
United States who have been mixing up church and state, by dabbling in political 
matters before the United States senate. We are willing to assert, without 
any fear of contradiction, that the Mormon Church is now the only religiou<{ 
body in free America which is not figuring in national politics. 



An interesting communication from Elder D. B. Foulger tells of the safe 
arrival of himself and Elder C. A. Wright at their homes in Ogden, Utah, anfT 
the hearty welcome they received from the people. He says: "We were chosen 
as counselors to the Y. M. M. I. A. president before we arrived, so you can see 
ttiat they intend keeping us awake to our duty. I was chosen to do the baptizing 
in the ward last Sunday." 



We desire to impress upon the minds of the elders that they should send lit 
their reports on the regular blank furnished by the mission. When you see that 
you are running short, order at once, so that you will not be under the necessity 
of disobeying this instruction. We hope that all the brethren will remember 
this and avoid thereby the necessity of being reminded again of this important 
rule of the mission. 



We desire to call the attention of the superintendents of the Sunday schools 
in the Mission to the new Sunday school minute book just published by the Desere^ 
Sunday ^hool Union, and bound in full cloth, with leather back and corners, which 
will be sent to any address on receipt of $2.50. Everything essential is incor- 
porated in the volume, and it contains suflScient printed pages for two years' 
minutes. 



We are again encouraged by receiving large additions to our subscription 
lists from local Saints in the south and returned missionaries in Zion. In some 
instances clubs of six and eight have been sent us, which is truly gratifying. We 
trust that others will follow up the good work and labor among their friends to 
spread the usefulness of The Journal. 



Owing to the publication in full in this issue of the article by President Jos. 
F. Smith, "The Truth About Mormonism," we are compelled to omit much corre- 
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spondence from oar elders, Mission History, Notes From the Field, etc. Our 
next issue will be full of interesting mission news. 



Eldeb James H. Waixis arrived from the West on Sept. 22, and has aga*n 
entered upon his editorialjabors on the Joubnal. He brings good news from th^ 
BHrst Preudency of large numbers of elders for the South commencing with 
the present month. 



Eldeb W. H. Ltttu: of the Georgia Conference, laboring in Atlanta, writos 
of his meeting with Rev. J. C. Burton and Rev. G. M. Camile, both of the Baptist 
diordi, bnt iieither of whom would have anything to say to him because he was 
a Mormon. 



Eldeb W. L. Batty, late president of the East Tennessee Conference, writes 
from Zion that he reached home safe, and found his wife in much better health 
than he expected. His address is Toquerville, Utah. 



Elncb Weight of the Virginia conference is down with the typhoid fever. Tbe 
elders and saints are requested to unite in prayers for his recovery. 



The Swedish Mission has lately been organized with headquarters at Svar- 
tensgatan 3, Stockholm, Sweden. 



A HEALTHY Sunday school has been organized at Mount Lake, Va., with thirty 
members. 



THE SAINTS AND THE WORLD. 

(By Sidney Riodon, in Messenger and Advocate, December, 1836. ( 

(Continued from page 2S.) 

. Bnt to i^tum to the sayings of the Prophets, as quoted above. From 
these sayings we learn some very important things. We learn, first, that the Zion 
of the Lord is to be built up by gathering His Saints together, from all plaoe>% 
even from the islands of the sea. Let us quote two more verses from the srixtieth 
chapter of Isaiah, the third and fourth, which read thus : "And the Gentiles shnll 
come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes 
around about, and see, all they gather themselves together they come; thy sons 
shall come from afar, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side." In thp 
forty-third chapter of this same prophecy of Isaiah and the sixth verse, tlie 
Prophet thus expresses himself, speaking of this same gathering together of the 
people : "I will say to the north, give up ; and to the south, hold not back ; brjnj; 
my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth." This quota- 
tion gives us a pretty clear idea of the nature and extent of tbe gathering spoken 
of in the sixtieth chapter, third and fourth verses, that it is to be from the en«1s 
of the earth. And the prophet says that they shall be gathered unto thve. 
What thee, I ask, is this? This question is answered in the fourteenth verse. 
and the thing or place which is called thee in the third and fourth verses, U 
called the city of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel. So there can 
be no doubt that the place where the Saints are to be gathered is the Zion of tlt( 
last days mentioned by the prophets. 

Concerning this Zion we have the following sayings: 

First. She is beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth. — Psalms 48 :2. 

Second. That the forces of the gentiles shall come unto her, and the abundance 
of the sea shall be converted unto her. 

Third. The multitude of camels shall cover her, the dromedaries of Midinn 
and Ephah. All they of Sheba shall come with their gold and incense. 

Fourth. The isles shall wait for her, and the ships of Tarshish, to bring htr 
sons from far, their silver and their gold with them. 

Fifth. The glory of Lebanon shiill come unto thee; the fir tree, the pine tfc<^ 
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and the box tree together, to beautify the place of the Lord's sanctuary, and to 
make the place of his feet glorious. 

Now let me ask the Saints of the last days, what kind of people must you be, 
in order that you may accomplish so great a work? That you may bring to the 
Zion of your God, the foundation of which is now laid, in spite of the powers of 
earth and hell, combined; for surely their utmost exertion has been used to pre- 
vent it, but it has been used in vain), the forces of the gentiles, to obtain for to 
enricheu her, the abundance of the sea ; the camels in sufficient abundance to cov(>r 
the dromedaries of Midian and of Ephah ; the gold and silver of Sheba. 

To put into requisition the ships of Tarshish, or in other words, great ship^ 
that the Lord's scms may come from far, and his daughters from the ends of the 
earth ; to bring unto her the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box tree together, 
in order that you may beautify the Lord's sanctuary, and make the place of his 
feet glorious, and by all kinds of refinement, and learning, make Zion the joy and 
praise of the whole earth, until the kings of the earth shall come to the brightness 
of thy rising. Will not the accomplishment of so great a work as this, requii'e 
exertion and enterprise? Surely it will. 

May I not again ask, ''how is Zion to become the joy and praise of the whole 
earth, so that kings shall come to the brightness of her rising? Surely, it will 
be by her becoming more wise, more learned, more refined, and more noble, than, 
the cities of the world, so that she becomes the admiration of the great ones of the 
earth. And by what means is this to be obtained?" The answer is, by the 
superiority of her literary institutions, and by her general effort of all the 
Saints to patronize literature in our midst, so that the manners of the Saints 
may be properly cultivated and their habits correctly formed. 

In addition to this, her buildings will have to be more elegant, her palacos 
more splendid, and her public houses more magnificent; otherwise, she will not 
be the joy and praise of the whole earth, and kings will never come to the 
brightness of her rising. Neither are we to leave out of the question the dress 
of the Saints, for this supplies the place also in effecting this great object: the 
beauty and the neatness of the dress is characteristic of the degree 'of refinement, 
and decency of a society. The nobles of the earth would not be likely to admire 
disgraceful apparel, untastefully arranged: but the very reverse: indeed, if ever 
Zion becomes the joy and praise of the whole earth, the sayings of the Psalmist 
must be literally fulfilled, "That our sons must be as plants grown up in their 
youth ; our daughters as corner stones, polished after the similitude of a 
palace," Ps. 144:12. 

If these things should not take place, then surely the voice of the prophets 
is of no avail and the purposes which God hath proposed in himself will coma 
to naught. 

From this the Saints may have something of an idea unto what they are 
called : that they are called unto glory and virtue, or in other words, to enterprise 
and courage; that in order to fulfill their calling, there must not be an idler in 
all their ranks, but that they must cultivate the habits of industry and of enter- 
prise so that they can be prepared to visit all lands, and acquit themselves like 
men, in the presence of all people ; the wise, and the learned, and even the noblea, 
and the kings of the earth not excepted. 

Let not any of the Saints be deceived by the ignorance of this age, neither 
let them be led astray by design, to have their minds confused by an attempt 
to subject them to laws, either of revelation or tradition, which are not in 
accordance with their calling, and the dispensation under which we live ; it 
matters not what might have been the laws which regulated the Saints under 
other dispensations, it belongs to us to be regulated by the order of things which 
has been introduced for our benefit and salvation, and though it could be shown 
that there were regulations among the former day Saints, which were opposed 
to the order which regulates us, it would only prove that at different times and 
ages, God had different things to accomplish, and that it required different orders 
of things to accomplish them. 

I am well aware of the wild chimeras of the human brain. There has been 
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a notion prevailing amongst a great many people, that the nearer a man got io 
his God the less enterprise he should exert, that he should show forth his 
righteousness by his rags, and his holiness by an utter contempt of the rules of 
decency. Indeed among some that would be called wise, to this day, they think 
that the cut of their coat and the shape of their hat is of great importance, an^l 
has considerable to do with their salvation; but let the Saints know assuredly 
that their righteousness does not consist in putting on some old antiquated dres> : 
but in enterprise, in accomplishing the will of God and building up a city to His 
name, and beautifying His sanctuary and making the place of His feet glorious. 

Let the Saints, therefore, equip themselves like men. Let them seek learning 
and wisdom, refinement and elegance. Let industry and enterprise be encouraged, 
not merely as appendages to our religion, but as an identity with it, as part of 
it, without which the other parts would be of little consequence; yea, may I not 
say, let them get riches. However, some mig^t be ready to say in opposition to 
this, that it is impossible for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
Admit it, but does this argue that those who have sacrificed their all for the 
kingdom of heaven's sake and entered in, should not get rich after they got there? 
No, verily; for the Savior has said in language not to be misunderstood **That 
he that forsaketh father or mother, wife or children, houses or lands, for my snk>^ 
and the gospel's, shall have in this world an hundredfold, and in that which is o 
come, Ekernal life." 

So, then, the Saints who have first sought the kingdom of heaven and th.? 
righteousness thereof, may calculate the addition of all things ; yea, even an 
hundredfold. And may I not say if we fail of getting the earthly promise, what 
hope can there l>e of our getting the heavenly) For it is assuredly said we shall 
have an hundredfold in this life, as it is said we shall have eternal life in che 
world to come. 

Again, let us observe in order that Zion may become the joy and the prai^^? 
of the whole earth, it is necessary that the Saints should cultivate the principles 
of honesty and integrity in all their intercourse with the world, so much so that 
those who have dealings with them will have to say, that their intercourse i^ 
honorable above all others. The Saints must 'become notorious for this, so that 
all men will be willing to deal with them, and rather do it than with any others, 
for this is one of the ways by which they will obtain wealth, without which they 
will never be aUe to fulfill the end of their calling. 

Once more, in order that Zion may become the joy of the whole earth, the 
Saints must practice holiness in the fear of the Lord ; for without this, no man cao 
see the Lord, neither will He prosper them unless they do it. They must attend 
punctually to the orders of His house, every head of the family must see that 
his or her house is kept in order before the Lord, so that in their midst the name 
of the Lord may be had in reverence, and His conmiandments regarded witb 
veneration, and His worship respected as of the first importance. 

In so doing, the Saints may anticipate the blessings of heaven attend them 
more abondantly, and with every increase of wealth and honor and increase of 
blessings, until as the prophet Malaohi has said, **The earth will not be able :o 
contain it." 

Let the Saints, then, consider the nature of their high calling lest any man 
deceive them with the fair pretences and with vain tradition after the rudiments 
of the world and not after Christ. Let them remember that God has called 
them, that they may distinguish themselves by the boldness of their enterpriser ; 
by the magnificence of their schemes, and by the greatness of their industry, and 
by their untiring perseverance, and by their patience, and indefatigable zeal. 
Let them be patient in all things till they overcome the world, the devil and the 
flesh, and Zion becomes a joy and the praise of the whole earth. 

The apostle Paul has a valuable saying in his epistle to the Hebrews, tenth 
and thirty-sixth, "For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will 
of God, ye might receive the promise." The Saints would do well to give heed to 
this saying, that they may never get weary in well doing. Let them recollect 
that after they have done the will of God, they have need of patience in order 
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to inherit the promise. How many may have done the will of God, and yet for 
want of patience to wait upon the Lord, have lost the promise altogether; when, 
if they had had patience to wait on the Lord, they might have received it to the 
joy and gratitude of their hearts. 

Remember, then, ye Saints of the last days! that you aire called upon by the 
great God to be ministers of righteousness in the last days to all people, languages 
and kindreds of the earth. Ye ore called upon to visit every nation under heaven ; 
to waft yourselves over every sea and every ocean; to stand iu the presence of 
kings, and of princes, and of the nobles of the earth ; to gather op of all nation'^, 
tongues and languages under heaven, and of them to build up the Zion of the 
last days of the Most High. And nothing of all this can fail if you are faithful 
in your calling and consider the nature and the end thereof ; for great is he who has 
(*aHed you, and none of his promises can be broken, neither can hit faithfulness 
fail. 

Arm yourselves, therefore, like men, ye elders of Israel ; store your heads 
with knowledge and your hearts with grace, and as the heads of the Israel of che 
last days, go forth without fear; for strong is He who has called you; and om- 
nipotent is the arm of Him who sustains you; fear not and your peace shall be 
like a river and your righteousness as an overflowing stream. Rejoice upon tho 
hills and shout hoeannah upon the mountains; until you shall bring the last stone- 
of the building of your God with the shout of grace, grace, unto it. 



THE TRUTH ABOUT MORMONISM- 

{GofUinued/i'(mpa<feS9.) 

tlie offices held by him in those concerns — mainly directorships — have descended 
to him from former incumbents of his position: a fact which his enemies, in 
all their unwarranted strictures upon his course, keep carefully out of sight. It 
is true that the Church, whose main support is the tithes of Its members, has from 
time to time placed means where they would be likely to do the most good, 
for itself and for the community at large; and as a result it has paid off many 
of its debts and its credit today is sound and unimpaired. But it is not tru*^ 
that the Church has been **commerciali]sed'* by its leaders, or that there has been 
any radical change of policy in the financial conduct of the authorities, in the 
course pursued by them, spiritually or temporally, since the days of Lorenzo 
8now, Wilford Woodruff, John Taylor, Brigham Young and Joseph Smith. 

I denounce as an infamous falsetiood the allegation that the tithing system 
of the Latter-day Saints is a system of robbery, tyranny and extortion, as these 
wretched libelers continually declare. The tithing of the Church, which I have 
shown to be a tenth of the annual increase of its members, is purely a voluntary 
offering, willingly and cheerfully made by them in obedience to what they hold 
to be a law of God. The leaders pay tithing as well as the people. There is 
no element of extortion in it, and no shadow of oppression hangs over it. On 
the contrary, the tithes of the Saints have been used . largely, from, the very 
beginning, for the support of the poor, the relief of the sick and afflicted, the ctr? 
of the widow and the orphan. Other purposes for wbich these funds have been 
expended are the building of temples and houses of worship, the emigration of 
the poor, the founding of hospitals end other benevolent institutions, and the 
maintenance of Church schools throughout the Stakes of Zion. now reaching 
from Canada to Mexico. The outside missions have also been aided in various 
ways. 

The priesthood of the Church, though possessing a legitimate clj|im upon th^ 
revenues — as the revelation on tithing plainly shows — tiave never '^pressed that 
claim, but have preferred to earn their own living and support their families 
by private labor, while giving their services gratuitously to the cause. Ours 
is not a salaried priesthood, and never has been: even our foreign missionaries 
usually travel "without purse or script." Only those who give their entire time to 
the Church, and have no other income, receive regular assistance from its pofferg; 
and even this is limited to the actual needs of such workers and their families. 
The princely salaries paid to high civic officers, railroad magnates, insurance 
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managers, and leading men of affairs throughout the country, are utterly un- 
known among the Latter-day Saints. I do not exaggerate when I say, without 
fear of successful contradiction, that our leading men. Presidents, Apostles and 
Bishops, who from the first have given their lives and labors in this cause, ha.^ 
they employed their tkne and talents in other pursuits, and sought their own ac;- 
grandizement, would >have been able to command, as their reasonable compensation^ 
many times the amount they have received from the Church for their simple 
support while devoting themselves unselfishly to its interests. 

All this talk about a "heartless hierarchy," "grinding the faces of the poor,** 
^'oppressing the widow and the orphan/* in order that a few men and their famine's 
may "revel in wealth,** "practice licentiousness,** and "plot treason against the 
government/* is just so much humbug and clap-trap, ludicrous enough to be laughable 
were it not taken seriously by the lyiififormed "dupes and victims** — not of the 
"Mormon** priestboed, but of their libelers and defamers. Everybody in Utah 
knows this to be true. The reputable Gentiles take no stock in the lurid and lugu- 
brious tales told by the Salt Lake Tribune. The "Mormon** people are not op- 
pressed and down-trodden. Neither are they a poverty-stricken class, impecunious 
and improvident. A greater number of them own their own homes, and are freer 
from debt than is the case with any other community in the United States. We 
have no paupers, no beggars, no tramps. The comparatively few indigent people 
among us — indigent because aged, ailing, or otherwise unfortunate — are well cared 
for by the Church, through a priesthood perfectly organized and equipped for all 
conditions and emergencies. Everything within the Church is done by common 
consent. Priesthood and people are united, .and possess each other*s confidence. 
Withal, the "Mormon** people are shrewd and sensible. They know who their 
friends are, and their eyes are open to the trickery and true inwardness of those 
who. profess love and sympathy for them in order to alienate them from their 
leaders. They have no use for hypocrites, for the turncoat and the traitor. And 
they will never be won from "Mormonism** by the modem Pharisee, who preaches 
truth and charity while he practices lying and persecution. 

Salt Lake City, Utah. 



TRANSFERS. 

Elder H. R. Harrison has been transferred from the Georgia to t^ Ohio 
Conference. 

Elders J. D. Stoddard and R. L. Baxter have been transferred from the 
Florida to the Ohio Conference. 

Elder Geo. A. Prescott has been transferred from t^ Mississippi to the Eas^t 
Tennessee Conference. 

Elder H. S. Parkinson of the Alabama Conference and Elder Jos. S. Fish 
of the (Georgia Conference have been transferred to the Florida Conference, to 
labor in Key West. 



APPOINTMENTS. 

Elder C. S. Jones has been appointed to succeed Elder A. C. Hull in the 
presidency of the Ohio Conference. 



RELEASES. 

The following brethren have been honorably released to return home : 

Elder V. D. Thome from North Carolina. 

Elder W. B. Frost from the Georgia Conference. 

Elder A. C. Hull from presiding over the Ohio Conference. 

Elder C. E. Rowan, Jr., from Middle Tennessee. 

Elder W. T. Cranney from Ohio. 

Elder A. W. Kartchnerfrom Ohio. 

Elder C. H. Erickson from Ohio. 

Elder E. P. Moser from Ohio. 

Elder A. H. Pierce from Middle Tennessee. 

*rhe following brethren have been released to t>etum home at their own request : 

Elders Wm. R. McNeil and W. O. Patterson from tl^e Mississippi Conference. 
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WHY I AM GLAD. 



Across the way lives a Ijidj', 
Witli houses and lauds and gold; 

But she has no frolicsome baby 
To love and kiss and hold. 

She has gems and jewels and laces, 

Pictures costly and rare; 
But she has no dear childish faces 

To leave their sunshine there. 

Over there the house is silent, 
Not a bit of sunshine or noise; 

Over here is fun and merriment. 
And happy girls and boys. 



And I have what her life misses. 
What she is hungering for — 

The touch of my children's kisses 
When the toiling day is o'er. 

So I wouldn't change with my neighbor. 

No, not for a single day; 
I'd rather have toil and labor, 

And watch my children play. 

And when the glad day is ended 

I'll forget my weariness. 
For life with my work is blended 

As each dear cheek I press. 



Oh, gold cannot stay the hunger 
Of an empty, cheerless life, 

And I gaze across and pity her— 
Glad I'm a poor man's wife. 



OBITUARY. 

Hill — At Tillie, Letcher Co., Ky., Eliza Victoria and Pearlie, daughters of 
Brother and Sister Ira S. Hill. Eliza was bom Jan. 25, 1802, and died July 28. 
1905 ; Pearlie was bom Jan. 25, 1904, and died Aug. 16, 1905. 



McDowEL. — At Marlows, Harry county, S. C, Sept. 2, 1905. Florence, the 
beloved wife of Rufus McDowel. Deceased was bom Christmas Day, 1888, and 
was a faithful member of the church. She was the daughter of Brother James 
J. Owens. 



edited and published by 

Elder Ben. E. Rich, op the Southern States Mission 

chattanooga, tenn. 
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** No unhal/owed hand can stap the uwk of God from progressing. Persecution may rage, 
mobs nuiy eombiney armies may assemble^ culumvy may defame; but the tivth of God will go 
forth bolily, nobly and independently ^ until it has penetrated every c&ntinentj visited every dime, 
swept every country and sounthd in every ear, till the purposes of Gud sliall be^aceomplished and 
the Great Jehovah shall say the work is done.^^ — Joseph S.MfTH. 



Vol. III. OoTOBEu 15, 1906. Ko. 4. 



THE SOUL OF MAN IS THE SPIRIT AND BODY. 

By Apostle ('has. W. Penrose. 

[The following is taken from a discourse delivered at the seventy-fifth annual 
conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, in the Tabernacle, 
Salt Lake City, Utah, on Sunday, April 1), llK)o.] 

In the Doctrine and Covenants, on page HOT, you will read these words : 

**The spirit and the body is the soul of man. And the resurrection from the 
dead i« the redemption of the soul.'* 

I call your attention to the fact that we are not only spiritual beings, wh'> 
have received our origin as such from our Eternal Father, but we also hav.> 
bodies, fashioned out of the elements that compose this earth, which God has 
made for that purpose. And the religion that Grod has sent out of heaven in 
the la.st days is a religion for man as he is, for the souls of men. 
In the Book of Genesis, 1st chap., we read that God made man in his own 
image; that He made them male and female, and gave him the great com- 
mandment, the first, which was that they should **increa9e and multiply and 
inherit the earth and suMue it and have dominion over all things" upon the 
face of the earth and in the firmament around. We are told in the second chap- 
ter of Genesis that lie formed the body of man out of the dust. Crod thus oi- 
ganized the body of man, 'as well as his spirit, and He gave him commandmeats 
in relation to his body. He gave him commandments in regard to the fruirs 
that grew upon the trees in the Eden that (fod had planted. He gave him law* 
in relation to the present as well as those that pertained to the future. 

We should understand that God has something to do with earthly thing-; 
as well as those things that we call heavenly. It was He who made this globe 
on which yoo and I live. God called the elemetits together — these elements that 
He says are eternal. You will read that in the Doctrine and Covenants, page 
331. The Ijord says that the elements — that is, the essence of things that \\«; 
call mateirial, and that scientists call matter — are eternal ; and He called the 
elementary particles together that now compose this globe, which at first was 
covered with water. Water is composed of gases, as scientists tell us, and they 
are beginning to understand that the gases which in certain proportions appear 
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in the form of water, are themselves comiwsite : that these elements, as they 
were once called, are not elementary ; but that you can g:o back of the water 
to the gases of which it is composed, and then you can dissolve these gases iiuo 
still nearer primary elements. And j'ou may go on until you come to the real 
essence or atoms of elementary existence. The Lord says they are eternal. They 
were not created, in the sense that some people use the term. Now, the Lord 
says that these elements are eternal, and that "spirit and element, inseparably 
connected, receiveth a fullness of joy, and when separated man cannot receive a 
fullness of joy.'* So we shall find that not only in time, but in eternity, when 
the soul is redeemed, when tli€ spirit and the body, which are the soul of man, 
are joined together in the resurrection of the dead and are made eternal and im- 
mortal, the body as well as the spirit, that there is something to do in regard 
to the material elements in the universe of God. God is a being that takes 
cognizance of us as we are, and the religion He has given us is not merely 
what is called a spiritual religion, but it is also a temporal religion, using the 
term as men use it. 

In the twenty-ninth section of the Doctrine and Covenants, God says thai 
He made all things. He speaks there of the earth and the animals upon it, and 
the vegetation that graws out of the ground, and of the material things which 
men handle. The Lord says He created them all by the word of His power, 
"firstly 8t)irituaf, and secondly temporal;*' and the last of His works will t>e 
"firstly temporal, and secondly spiritual." But He explains further, that to 
Him all these things are spiritual, because they are eternal. The elements are 
eternal, and therefore God calls them spiritual ; for the things that are temporal 
are those that pass away, and the things that ai?e spiritual are those that re- 
main. So we will find by and by, when we understand things as God under- 
stands them, that they are all eternal in His sight; for His eyes penetrate to 
the essence of things* while we can only see things on the surface. The things 
that pass away from our gaze, caught up as it were in the air and passin'^ 
out of sight, like the vapors of the sea drawn up by the sun — the elements of 
these things remain and abide, and cannot be annihilated. Not one particle of 
matter can be annihilated ; not one particle of spirit can be annihilated ; for they 
are eternal. They always were, in their essential particles, in their primary 
elements, and they always will abide, though their forms may be changed by the 
power of the great Creator. 

The Lord tells us, as you will see in the 131st section of the Doctrine and 
Covenants, that we shall find some time, when we can see things properly, that 
all are to that extent material, that they exist and do not pass away; that spirit 
is matter of a refined and purified nature, different from that which we cail 
matter. There are two primary divisions, we may saj-, in the universe — spir-t 
and matter; or, as the I^rd calls them, spirit and element. Grod has to do with 
both. He organized both. He rules over both, and gives laws in relation lo 
both. And it is only by the eternal, inseparable union of the spiritual and the 
material, or elementary, that perfect happiness can come. So God our heaveniy 
Father, who is the Father of our spirits, with whom we dwelt, with Jesus Chrisl 
our Elder Brother, before the foundations of this earth- were laid, is the Father 
of our spirits and the framer and former of our bodies. He prepared this earth 
for our abode. He brought together the chaotic particles, which now are a solid 
globe governed by His laws. He brought forth the earth at the right time and 
in the right place, that it might keep up the equilibrium necessary to be main- 
tained in the worlds that He created before. He formed this earth for us, His 
children, that we might come here and obtain a portion of it, organized accord- 
ing to the laws of generation, which we will find also are eternal ; that we 
might have a portion of the elements of this globe to fashion these bodies, in 
which our eternal, immortal spirits might enter, and that we might claim them 
as ours, when the great change that we call death that must pass upon a!l 
people shall come. It is necessary for our education, for our experience, that 
we might know what it is. When that change comes, and the spirit of man is 
separated from the body, that is not the end of the body, any more than it is 
the end of the spirit: but at the word of the Lord, whose word formed this or- 
ganized globe out of chaos, our bodies shall be brought forth again, and t'i» 
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particles that belong to each other and which are esi^ntial to the organization 
of these bodies, will be brought from the dust, and the spirit and the body will be 
reunited. We will then stand in the presence of God, and all be relegated to 
our respective spheres — the places we have prepared ourselves for by our earthly 
acts. 

Now, I want to emphasize the point and make it clear to your minds, if T 
can, that these bodies that God has given us, fashioned though they be out 
of dust, and to all appearances are merely temporal, are bodies which we shall 
have in the world to come. Our inheritance will be with them. Therefore, God 
gives us laws for their government now. He gives laws for the government of 
each individual as an entity. He gives laws for the government of His Church, 
as a collective body. He places at the head of it a man to receive His word, 
whenever He designs to give His word to the people; and we have a man now 
wlio is capable, ready and willing, and who has the authority, the keys and the 
power to receive the word of God, whether by His own voice, by the voice of 
angels, by the manifestation of visions, or by the power and gift of the Hoiv 
Ghost, by which holy men of old spoke and wrote. Crod will give us laws f>r 
our government, not only in relation to these things that people call spiritual, 
but also in relation to what we call temporalities ; for He recognizes us as we 
are. We are His children, and we need to be guided and directed in all our 
works and ways. The silver and the gold, the metals of every kind, the wheat 
and the fine flour, the cattle on a thousand hills, and all things that the earth 
produces, the Lord says are His. And they are ; for He made them, and He 
has care over them all. To think that God cares for nothing but singing and 
praying, and that hereafter we will sit on the corner of a cloud twanging a 
harp through all eternity, and that Ls to be our heaven, is an absurdity to my 
mind. We will be living beings, with a body as well as a spirit, in the image 
of our God. As the Apostle John said, "Beloved, now are we the sons of God; 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when He appears 
we shall be like Him; for we shall see him as he is. An^ every man that hath 
this hope, purifieth himself, even as He is pure." That is the lesson. God has 
given these bodies to us to be preserved in purity, according to the laws He has 
given us by revelation and in nature. We are to govern ourselves by the laws 
of God, revealed from on high, and by the laws of nature, and make ourselves 
just as happy and as comfortable as we can under the circumstances in which 
we are placed. Do right to one another. Let no man infringe upon the rights 
of his neighbor; regard every man*s rights as sacred, understanding that we are 
all the children of our heavenly Father, all brethren and sisters, whether we are 
Latter-day Saints or latter-day sinners; but more especially should our love and 
affection and help be extended to the household of faith, to those who have been 
baptized into Christ, and have put on Christ, and have become part of Him. 



UNION OF THE CHURCHES. 

By Eldeb Ezra Christiansen. 

A great church conference, representing twenty-four religious denominations, 
and a membership of 18,000,000 communicants, has been called to meet in New 
York, November 15. Each denomination will have from five to fifty delegates. 
The main purpose of the confeirence will be an effort to form a federation of 
the Protestant churches in America. Other issues such as religious education, 
the social order, evangelization, home and foreign missions, etc., will be considered. 

WTiile no harm can come from a discussion of this kind, and some good 
may result, it is quite certain that no plan for the union of the churches w'll 
be decided upon. There are of course, some interests which all Protestant sects 
have in common, but there are so many principles upon which they differ, that 
it will be impossible to harmonize them. A religious congress of this kind iso*t 
like a political convention, where a majority of the delegates decide upon tQ» 
platform to be adopted. A person cannot change his faith because a majority 
of those around him hold different views. He cannot compromise with his con- 
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science. As soon as he attempts to do that, his faith is weakened, and hi* 
spiritual life begins to die and lose its power. 

Imagine for a moment, the apostles whom the Savior called and gave au- 
thority to minister in his name, meeting in convention with the different creeds 
of the Roman Empire, and trying to reconcile the conflicting religious opinions of 
that time, and mold them all into one standard of faith. It is doubtful whether 
they would have been able to persuade the delegates to incorporate one of the 
principles that Jesus taught into the general creed. The majority would have 
ruled them out on every question. And even if they had partially succeeded, 
where henceforth would have been their authority to minister in the name of 
their Master. As soon as they should have tampered with the authority which 
the Savior had given them, and compromised with the creeds of men, their com- 
mission would have expired, the keys of salvation would have been taken from 
them, and all their power gone. 

We contend that no denomination can afford to surrender one principle of 
faith, because a majority may decide that it is not essential. If it does, it loses 
in spiritual force much more than ah increased membership can ever balance.' 

A true faith cannot be added to or taken away from, by discussions or de- 
bates, or because of votes that may be recorded for or against it. Faith is a 
gift from God, and ccmes from within. If it is genuine, it is not affected by 
external pressure. It shines as brightly whether inclosed in prison walls, or 
pampered by the good will of men. It survives storms and snows of winter, 
when driven forth to perish, and cheerfully endures hunger and want upon the 
desert when exiled from home and its' comforts, as if it had enjoyed all the 
luxuries of life. Nothing can destroy it. It has "subdued kindoms, wrought 
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the 
violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, waxed valiant in fight." It has 
passed through "trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, bonds and imprisonment," 
and all the punishments that man could inflict. There is no suffering that it 
has not endured ; there is no earthly triumph that it has won. 

Cam a congress then hope to change it? Can a. few day*s discussion and 
debate bring about a unity of the faith? Does it depend upon the eloquence 
and oratory that may be displayed on ths occasion, whether a true faith shall 
live or die? Not at all. Until the world recognizes the authority which God 
has called, there can be no unity. When men ask the way that leads to the fold 
of Christ, a prophet's voice must ring back the answer, loud and clear, abov? 
the confusion of jangling sects and creeds, as did Peter's on the Day of Penti- 
cost. And that answer must be final, for Grod is back of it. It cannot com- 
promise with the creeds of men, or be changed to suit their conflicting opinions. 
It must stand, immutable as the Rock of Ages. Through that door, and that 
alone, can unity come, and all who remain outside, must continue in confusion 
and disorder. 



REVIEW. 

Alabama Conference — Six Elders were present at the branch conference held 
at Elkmont, Limestone county. A very good time was had by all who attended. 
The saints and investigators seemed to enjoy the speaking and testimonies of th«» 
humble ambassadors of truth. After the series of regular meeting, several cottage 
services were held with the saints and some non-members. President Jesse F. 
Bean had a warm discussion with a Campbell ite on "Authority" and "Salvation 
for the 4)ead." But the disciple of Alexander Camj^bell suffered the chagrin 
of being completely hushed before his associates whom he had promised to en- 
tain by making the Elder acknowledge the weak points of "Mormonism." Work 
has been reopened in Birmingham. Successful street meetings are being held. 
At first the Elders experienced a little difficulty competing with the Salvatioa 
Army for the best comer. But now the Elders take one corner, the Army 
another and the meetings go on simultaneously. The competitiop now is for 
the crowd. After the street service the Elders have had interesting con- 
versations with reporters and politicians who were at Washington during the 
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Smoot investigation. They all have words of praise for Senator Smoot and all the 
people they saw from Utah. Their prejudice is a thing of the past. Elders R. E. 
Baxter and L. E. Harris have gone to Lee county in response to a call, to 
baptize some repentant believers. Elders C. W. Smith and C. E. Moore have just 
closed a series of five meetings at WTiitehead. Previous to their visit the peopio 
knew very little about "Mormonism," as there are no members closer than twenty 
miles, and no Elders have visited there for five years. The people were excep- 
tionally kind and large crowds turned out to the meetings, which was an evidence 
of the interest taken. 

East I'^nnessee — On Aug. 23, Elders Sylvester Broadbent and George W. 
Etherington started to visit the Saints and Elders of East Tennessee conference, 
going through Bradley, Rhea, Van Buren, Cumberland and White counties, re- 
entering to Van Bnren Sept. 2. Several meetings were held among Saints and 
friends, and on Sept. 5 Elders Broadbent and Parker baptized three honest 
souls. Many friends have been made and it will only be a matter of time 
until several others will join the Church of Christ. On Sept. 6, EJiders Johnson 
and Etherington baptized one more member into the Church of Christ. Elders 
Ford and Hobson, who are laboring in Hancock county, have had a very hard 
time to get the people to investigate the gospel. The Elders are enjoying good 
health and are trying to raise the standard of the conference. 

Florida — After obtaining permission from the officials, Elders Heaton and 
Bocker opened up work in the city of Sanford, Orange county, Fla. President 
Rich visited Jacksonville in the interest of the meeting house, which is being 
erected at Jacksonville, and had the structure insured. President C. E. Ferrlu 
and Elder J. D. Stoddard returned from Southern Georgia, having held two 
interesting and well-attended branch conferences, one at Blackshear, Pierce county, 
the other at McDonald, Coffee county. Elders R. L. Baxter, J. B. Heaton and 
J. D. Stoddard have been quite ill, but all are able to be out again. The work 
during the past month has been retarded some on account of bad weather and 
sickness among the Elders. 

Georgia — Good work is being done by our Elders in the cities of Macon, 
Augusta and Atlanta, where street meetings are conducted. On Sept. 10 and 
11 a very successful branch conference was held. Twelve elders were present, 
including President Rich, who gave a talk Sunday night that will never bt* 
forgotten by those who heard it. We find our every hope for "The Silent 
Missionary'' and its results fully realized. 

Kentucky — ^The month opened with good weather and all the Elders en- 
joying good health and working hard for the spreading of the gospel. On the 
26 and 27 of August, a very successful branch conference was held at EJd, Cancy 
county, Ky. There were seven elders in attendance and a good many Saints 
and friends. Six public meetings were held with good success. After the 
Sunday night meeting Elders Hawks, Sant, Christiansen and Crockett were 
attacked by a mob. Several rocks were thrown and a number of shots fired, 
but there was not any damage done. Elder Jos. F. Walker is troubled with 
bis lungs. Elders A. A. Wilde and Crosby have just concluded a series of fourteen 
meetings at Ironton, Ky. A few years ago there was a strong branch there, 
but the Josephites oame in and succeeded in breaking it up and scattering the 
saints. A short time after Elders James C. Wood and C. H. Norton tried lo 
hold some meetings, but they were broken up; since which time the Elders have 
ceased holding meetings there. Most of the meetings held by Elders Wilde and 
Crosby were held in the day time under a brush bowery, built by these Elders 
for that purpose. They had a crowd of interesting listeners, some of whom 
stopped their work and came three and four miles to hear the preaching. 
There are some fourteen or sixteen saints at Ironton, and they have under 
their control twenty-five or thirty children of Sunday school size, and they all ex- 
pressed themselves as. anxious to have a Sunday school organized, which will 
be done. 

Middle Tennessee — The Elders, generally speaking, have been energetic, 
and as a result much good has been accomplished. Street preaching has been 
carried on in the city of Nashville, and some opposition has been encountered 
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At different times we have been interrupted by a couple of so-called "followers 
of the meek and lowly Lamb," who, just as soon as we would draw our meetiniSf 
to a close, would step out on the streets and with cries of "Polygamist MormonK," 
"Delusion," and such like, endeavor to poison the minds of the people against uh, 
but the Lord has promised to fight our battles inasmuch as we trust in Him, 
which promises have verily been fulfilled, for the words spoken by them have 
turned to their own condemnation and many are the people who have becomv* 
friendly as a result and have procured our literature and ere now investigating 
the gospel. On the 17 and 18, Elders J. W. Grant, J. G. Shields, J. F. Brown, 
J. H. Walton and Hugh Roberts held a branch conference in a grove near Glen- 
raven, Robertson county, where an excellent spirit prevailed. Four public and 
one sacramental meetings were held. We also had the privilege of leading t'va 
more earnest investigators into the waters of baptism, Brother Ervine Abner 
on Sunday the 17, being baptized by Elder John G. Shields and Brother Leander 
Martin on the 18th by Elder J. F. Brown. 

Mississippi — During the month Elders E. D. Buchanan and D. A. TidweU 
baptized one young man at Darbun, Pike county, and Elders Hopkins and 
Liljenquest reported one baptism at Sardis, Panola county. The Elders have 
been hindered greatly owing to the yellow fever excitement, while some of 
them have had fever and other aliments. 

North Cabolina — The Elders are all enjoying good health, except Elder 
Hanson D. Bayles, who has a swelling on his foot, and is unable to walk or 
put on his shoe. President L. W. Johnson and companion are visiting the saints 
and friends of the Mt. Airy branch. It is one of the thriving branches of tho 
conference. A Sabbath school was organized about a month ago, which has an 
average attendance of about twenty pupils, besides a few visitors. There are 
three local Elders in this part who are doing a good work, traveling from placid 
to place, holding cottage meetings with the saints and friends. Their work 
for the past month is as follows: Miles walked, 59; families revisited, 27; 
gospel conversations, 54; tracts distributed, 11: meetings held, 9; and one book 
distributed. The saints are contemplating building a meeting house and a good 
number have expressed that they are willing to contribute liberally to assist li; 
more added to the fold in the near future. Elders Hanson D. Bayles and Wra. 
A. Pettey were given permission to hold a meeting in a school house on 
the 13th, at Decatur, Henderson county, and had a nice little crowd out who 
seemed to be interested. The Elders were asked to go back and hold another 
meeting, which the did and received four applications for baptism. They thou 
appointed another meeting to be held at the water's bank. There were abouc 
fifty persons present to witness the glorious principles of salvation administered. 

Ohio — We are able to report all well and doing duty, except one Elder, 
Lawrence Johnson, who was transferred to Ohio, but who has not been entirely 
restored to health. The baptisms for the month are as follows: Elders Epper- 
son and Child baptized six honest souls at or near Locust Grove, Adams county; 
Elders Hull and Rich baptised two at Sharon Center, and Elders Young ani 
Miller baptized two at Irontori. 

South Carolina — The month opened up hot and stormy although the work 
progressed very rapidly. The treatment is exceptionally good and the Eldeis 
report the blessing of the Lord in opening up the way for them. A Sunday school 
was organized August 27, on the Olympia Hill, at Columbia, by Elders J. H. Cook 
and President R. Ray Nixon, twenty-two pupils being enrolled the first day. 
On Sept. 3, Elders D. E. Boam, George F. Rawlins, J. H. Cook and R. Ray Nixon 
held baptismal ceremonies at Camden, S. C, about 150 persons coming out to 
hear the addresses and witness the ordinance. Elder Cook took the chills 
while there and President Nixon having a branch conference at Society Hill, ap- 
pointed Elder Boam to travel with him. Sister Williams, one of the Saints bap- 
tized at Camden, was found by Elders Boam and Rawlins, she taking them in 
for entertainment for the night. The Elders found her baby in an almost dying 
condition, and in fact it had been laid in the cradle several times during the night 
by its mother for dead, but the Elders encouraged the parents all the whil«, 
teaching the first principles of the gospel. Finally they taught them the 
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ordinance of the laying on of hands for the healing of the sick and in the 
rooming the husband and wife asked the Elders to administer to the child. From 
that time on it began to recover, and now is gaining strength. It is reported that 
this is the only child out of sixty-six sick with the disease that has recovered and 
;M>me babies have b^n children of doctors. Sister Williams had been a member of 
the Episcopal church for some tlvi-rteen 3'ears. and was an active and influential 
worker in that church. On Sept. 10 three successful meetings were held at the 
new meeting house at Society Hill, during the branch conference held by President 
Nixon. Sickness has been raging here among the Elders, J. II. Cook, Jens C. 
Anderson, Jos. Nelson, M. C. Smith, W. E. Jones, I). A. Gillies and R. Ray 
Nixon complaining. The month closed with five baptisms. 

ViBGiNiA — Eleven souls have been led down into the waters of baptism. One 
by President C. L. Pritchett, three by T. T. Mendenhall, two by R. J. Strong, 
four by T. A. Storey and one by G. L. Morrison. As a rule the people are inter- 
ested in the gospel and many invitations are extended to the brethem to have 
them preach and present their side of the question before the people. Kind treat- 
ment has been meted out to the Elders and but very little opposition to contend 
with are pleajsant experiences of this conference. On the IG and 17 inst., all 
the Elders of Virginia met at Mountain Lake, Giles county, in semi-annual 
conference. President Ben E. Rich spoke to the people and instructed them 
in their duties. 



A MISSISSIPPI MOUND. 

Writing from Darbun. Pike county, Miss., on Sept. 30, 1905, President E. I). 
Buchanan, of the Mississippi conference says: "While visiting saints arid friends 
on Pearl river, Lawrence county, ten miles south of ATonticello, we were told of 
a mound of earth nearby that has been known as Indian Hill by the settlers for 
many years. My companion. Elder I). A. Tidwell, and I visited it, and felt that 
it may be of interest to Book of Mormon readers. It is situated on the west bank 
of Pearl river, and about one-quarter of a mile from that stream, and is built on 
one of the highest points in that vicinity. It is about 25 or 30 feet higher than the 
ground surrounding it and about 100 feet square at the top, by 150 feet at the 
bottom. It is almost square and almost level on top, with many large trees around 
the sides, and two or three smaller ones on top. It seems to have been built with 
care, for the sides and corners are. in general, quite true and in line. It stands 
nearly north and south by east and west. On the north and east is a lake which, 
during the rainy seasons, extends to near its bai^e. On the south side, running east, 
is a nice stream of water. On the west side is a trench, running north and south, 
and extending from the lake on the north to the stream on the south, a distance 
of about three hundred yards. The trench is about 10 feet wide on top and 
about 6 feet on the bottom, and most of the way it is about 8 feet deep. The 
dirt has apparently all been piled on the west side of the trench, furtherest 
from the mound. The trench has been dug straight, with one abrupt turn of 
about thirty degrees, near the center. There are many large trees along the 
banks, .showing that it is very old. The jjeople told us that the earliest settler 
found decayed bones in the trench. There are no signs of any now. It is our 
opinion that it was built for protection in time of war among Indian tribev, 
and that the mound was used as a tower to overlook the surrounding country, 
the trench being used for protection from invading tribes." 



Serene, I fold my hands and wait. 
Nor care for wi^^*!- or tide, or "e?. ; 

I rave no more *gfljnst time or fate, 
For lo ! my own shall come to me. 



There are a thousand ways of lying, but all lead to the same end. It does net 
matter whether you wear lies, tell lies, act lies or live lies, your character is ruined 
all the same. — Success. 
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KDITORIAU. 



A MALICIOUS FALSEHOOD REFUTED. 

In response to the request recently made through The Journal for the Elders 
to send us any articles published in the newspapers and magazines, either for oi* 
against the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints or the principles whi«^h 
•its representatives advocate, we have received many such clipi>ings. We notice 
among the many malicious statements made by our enemies the accusation that our 
Elders in their missionary work among the j)eople take advantage of the absence: 
of the head of the house to i)reacli t^ the wife and family. Such a statement :s 
absolutely false in every i*espect. 1 he Elders are under entirely diflfe-rent instruc- 
tions to this, and have been from the very commencement cf the Cnurch. The 
Prophet, Joseph Smith, soon after the Church was organized, published an addresa 
to the Elders from which we take the following portions, and which has been th.) 
rule of action in the church ever since : 

"1 now proceed to make a few remarks on thi* duty of Elders with regard to 
their teaching parents and children, husbands and w.ives, masters and servant--, 
etc. And, firstly, it becomes an Elder when he is traveling through the world, 
'warning the inhabitants of the earth to gather together that there may be buiiL 
up an holy city unto the Lord, instead of commencing with children, or those who 
look up to parents or guardians, to influence their minds, thereby drawing them 
from their duties which they rightfully owe to such, they should commence their 
labors with parents or guardians, and the.j- te:ichin.a:s sliould be such as are cal- 
culated to turn the hearts of the fathers to thv» ciiildron and the hearts of the 
children to the fathers. And no infiuenco should be u<i'd with children contrary 
to the consent of their parents or guardians, but all such as can be i>ursuad€d in 
a lawful and righteous manner, and with common consent, we should feel it our 
duty to influence to gather with the people of (Jod. But otherwise let the re- 
sponsibility rest upon the heads of the parents or guardians, and all condem- 
nation or consequences be upon their heads, according to the dispensation which 
He hath committed unto us; for (lod has so onlained that His work shall 
be cut short in righteousness in the lust dnys; therefore, first teach the par- 
ents, and th<.«n with their consent, persuade th*^ cliildren to embra<«-the gospel 
also and if the children embrace tho gospel, and their parents or guardians 
are unbelievers, teach them to stay at home and he obedient to their parents or 
guardians, if they require it, but if they consent to let them gather with the people 
of (jod, let them do so and there shall he no wrong, and let all things be <'one 
carefully and righteously andOod will exiend His guardian care to all such. 

"And secondly, it should lie the duty of the Elders, when they enter into any 
house, to let their labors and warning voice l.e unto the master of that house; and 
if he receives the (Josi)el, then he may extend his influence to his wife also, witti 
consent, that i)readventure she may receive the (iospel ; but if a man receive not 
the Gospel, but gives his consent that his wife may receive it. and she believes 
then let her receive it. But if the man forbid his wife, or his children beforo 
they are of age, to receive the Gospel, then it should be the duty of the Elder t > 
go his way and use no influence against hi:n ; and let the responsibility be upon 
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his head — shake off the dust of thy feet as a testimony against him, and th • 
skirts shall then be clear of their souls. Their sins are not to be answered upon 
such as God hath sent to warn them to flee the wrath to come, and save them- 
selves from this untoward generation. The servant^ of Crod will not have gone 
over the nations of the Gentiles, with a warning voice, until the destroying angel 
will commence to waste the inhabitants of the earth ; ajid as the prophet hatli 
said, "It shall be a vexation to hear the report." I speak because I feel for my 
fellow men ; I do it in the name of the Lord, being moved upon by the Holy 
Spirit. O that I could snatch them from the vortex of misery into which I behold 
them plunging themselves, by their sins, that I may be enabled, by the warning 
voice, to be an instrument of bringing them to unfeigned repentance, that they may 
have faith to stand in the evil day. 

"Thirdly, it should be the duty of an Elder, when he enters into a house, to 
salute the master of that house, and if he gain his consent then he may preach 
to all that are in the house, but if he gain not his consent, let him go not unto his 
servants, but let the responsibility be upon the head of the master of that housn, 
and the consequence thereof; and the guilt of that house is no longer upon thy 
skirts; thou art free; therefore, shake ofl! the dust of thy feet, and go thy war. 
But if the master of that house give consent that thou mayst preach to his family, 
his wife, his children, his man-servants and his maid-servants, then it should \y> 
the duty of the Elder to stand up boldly for the cause of Christ, and warn thui. 
people with one accord, to repent and be baptised for the remission of sins, an'J 
for the Holy Ghost, always commanding them in the name of the Lord, in the 
spirit of meekness, to be kindly affected one toward another; that the fatheis 
should be kind to their children, husbands to their wives; masters to their ser- 
vants; children obedient to their parents, wives to their husbands, and servants 
to their masters. 

"Wives submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. B\)r th? 
husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the Church ; and he 
is the Savior of the body. Therefore as the Church is subject unto Christ, so lo: 
the wives be to their own husbands in everything. Husbands love your wives 
even as Christ also loved the Church and gave himself for it ; that he might sancti- 
fy and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that he might present 
it to himself a glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing ; 
but that it .should be holy and without blemish. So ought men to love their 
wives* as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no 
man ever hated his own flesh ; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even- as the Ijord 
the Church ; for we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For 
this cause shall a man leave his father and mother and shall be joined unto his 
wife, and they two shall be one flesh." Ephesians, Ch'ap. V. from the 22nd to the 
end of the 31st verse. 

"Wives submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord, 
Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them. Children, obey your 
parents in all things ; for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. Fathers, provoke 
not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged. Servants, obey in all things 
your masters according to the flesh ; not with eye service as men pleasers : but with 
singleness of heart, fearing God." Colossians, Chap. IH. from the 18th to the 
end of the 22nd verse. 



President Ben E. Rich left Chattanooga Sept. 30th for Salt I^ke City 
to attend the Semi-Annual Conference of the Church. At Chicago he met his 
son. Elder Fred Rich, who has just returned from Germany, after having per- 
formed a faithful mission in that country of some thirty-two months duration. 
Together they journeyed homeward to Zion, and we can well imagine the happy 
greetings that were given them by the members of their h<?usehold and their 
friends. We all look anxiously forward to President Rich*s return to this mis- 
sion, as we know he will be filled with counsel from the authorities in addition 
to his own ever valuable admonitions, which are so highly prized by Elders and 
Saints alike. 
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NOTES OF THE FIELD. 

Writing from Lynchburg, Va., Sept. 22, Elder L. R. Baker says: "After tae 
conference at Mountain Lake, some of the Elders held three meetings near Newport. 
After the last meeting, which" was held Wednesday night, Elder George L. Morrison 
lead an honest soul, Bro. Wm. H. Myers, into the waters. It was "the eleventh 
hour of the night," reminding us of the baptism of the jailor and his household, 
performed by Paul and Silas. Lanterns were held at the waters edge, and th? 
waters were dedicated by Elder H. A. Rands, after which the ordinance was pev- 
formed. We then held a short meeting, when Elder L. R. Baker confirmed Bt*o. 
Myers a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. We then 
gave the Saints some valuable instructions, and partook of the sacrament with 
them. We are indeed having much joy in our labors." 



Elders O. P. Callister and Silas W. Bills, writing from Victory, Tenn., Sept. 
29, tell of an interesting time they had at a Scotch chapel on the head of Big 
Cypress Creek, where they went for the purpose of attending a Baptist meeting. 
Between 200 and 300 people were present, but there was no preacher. A gentleman 
named R. Brewer, a friend to the Elders, announced to the crowd that there were 
two Mormon missionaries present, who would be pleased to have the privilege of 
addressing them. The people consented, and the Elders preached ijowerful sermons 
to the congregation, who were very attentive. One lady tried to get the people to 
stop the Elders talking, but failed. 



President R. Ray Nixon writes from Columbia, S. C, Oct. 7, as follows: 
"We had three baptismal ceremonies appointed for Sunday last, eighteen having 
applied for this ordinance. Two of our baptisms were a success, but the othfr 
appointment was postponed on account of the sickness of Elders J. 11. Cook 
and George F. Rawlins, who were to have baptised eight. Five were baptised at 
Salem, Oconee county, by Elders Jos. Nelson and M. C. Smith, where about 150 
people gathered to witness the ordainance. Two persons were baptised at Colum- 
bia, where four successful meetings were also held. Elders R. Ray Nixon and 
D. E. Boam officiated. 



Elders J. W^ Grant, J. G. Shields, J. F. Brown, J. H. Walton and Hugh 
Roberts met at Glenraven, Tenn., and successfully held another branch conference 
Sept. 17 and 18, where an excellent spirit prevailed. Irvin Abner and Leandor 
Martin who had been investigating the faith for some time were added to the 
true fold of Christ. There are now many friends there and we were permitted 
to hold several cottage meetings, finding the people desirous of learning the truth, 
where but a few years back they were very prejudiced. 



On the evening of Sept. 28, we had a very enjoyable time at the home of 
Bro. Welti, at Cincinnati, Ohio, at which place a number of Saints and friends 
had gathered. From there they all went down to the Ohio river, where Elder 
Carl K. Conrad baptised two honest souls into the fold of Christ. After the 
baptism they returned to the home of Bro. Welti, where they held a sacrament 
meeting, during which time they "enjoyed the Spirit of the Lord in great 
abundance. 



Sister Florence Eden, who lately immigrated from the North Carolina con- 
ference to Utah, writes of her safe arrival, and says : "We are delighted with our 
new home. I think Logan a very pretty place. I like all the people I have met, 
and they have been real good to us. We are all at work and perfectly satisfied, 
as I knew I would be. I wouldn't be back in North Caroline and know I have to 
stay there, for anything. 1 am thankful to my Heavenly Father that I am at 
last in Zion." 



Elders T. E. Rose and R. S. Porter of the Alabama conference had the rare 
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opportunity of addressing a large Baptist congregation which had gathered at 
Dug Hill Church, Ala. Their minister being sick, the elders, while passing the 
church, were invited to hold meeting. The best of attention was given while the 
Elders spoke on "ITie First Principles." After the meeting a good spirit was mani- 
fested, and the Elders went on their way rejoicing. 



Elder Alma O. Jackson, writing from Lorretto, Tenn., Sept. 30, says : "I rejoice 
to report that last Sunday we had the privilege of holding two successful meetings, 
with a very good attendance at each meeting, after which I baptised two honest 
souls into the church. Elder Thos. A. Walton baptized another person the folio %v- 
ing Wednesday. There is a good prospect for more additions to the church." 



Brother J. F. Saunders, of Gavin, Miss., says: "I received the stereoscopic 
views and am well pleased with them. Every Latter-day Saint ought to have 
a set of these pictures. *The Silent Missionary* is indeed the right name for 
them. With them I have been able to make a favorable impression on the minds 
of some of the leading men in this county, after all else had failed." 



We have been revising our mailing list, and we request our subscribers to 
look at the wrapper their Journal is mailed in and if there is any mistake in the 
name or address to let us know, as we desire to have everything in as perfect condi- 
tion as it is possible to get it. 



Bro. Robert L. Harris, of Catawba, S. C, says: "The Eldebs' Journal is 
highly appreciated by the Saints and investigators, and I sincerely trust the time 
will soon come when it will be in the homes of every Latter-day Saint in the 
entire Southern States." 



President J. W. Grant of the Middle Tennessee conference says: "Elder 
Shields and I are now visiting Saints and friends and placing The JouRNAt in 
every home possible." Success, brethren. 



Pbes. Samuel B. Woolijcy of the Sandwich Islands Mission sends in ten sub- 
scriptions for the Elders* Journal. We are grateful for this kind reminder from 
"the isles of the sea.** 



We are glad to say that Elder C. F. Weight, of the Virginia conference is 
rapidly recovering from his attack of typhoid fever. 



The_ Elders are again notified that the works of Orson Pratt are out of print, 
and therefore their orders cannot be fulfilled. 



There's nothing gained by fretting, 
Gather your strength anew, 

And step by step go onward, 
Let the skies be gray or blue. 



The only use of caution is to show us dangers to be overcome. When she bids 
us halt because of dangers too great to be overcome she is a traitor. — L. Abbott. 



Our grand business undoubtedly is : not to seek for that which lies dimly 
in the future, but to do that which lies clearly at hand. — Carlyle. 



The mother in her office holds the key of the soul, and she it is who stamps t be 
coin of character. 
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REMARKABLE HEALINGS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

Sister Alice Poj'nter, of Chance, Ky., narrates the following: On the first 
of July my mother was stricken with a slight illness, which continued to grow 
worse until her condition was indeed alarming. She became weak and suffered 
from a burning fever, which seemed literally to consume her. Her body was 
racked with pains, and no relief could be obtained. She decided to send for the 
EWers, jind on the evening of Aug. 20, Elders A. C. Sant and H. W. Richins 
administered unto her. She immediately declared that she was free from pain, and 
the fever that had such a hold on her system w^as banished at once. She enjoyed 
a good night^s rest, which was an unusual occurrence. The next morning she 
arose and dressed herself, after which she walked to the table and ate a hearty 
breakfast, declaring that she felt as well as ever in her life, except physical weak- 
ness, which might be expected after being confined to her bed all the time for three 
weeks. She is now enjoying the best of health, and is gaining flesh and strength 
very rapidly. Her testimony previous to l^,er wonderful experience has given place 
to a stronger one and the Saints in this part are pleased to see the same signs 
following the believers as anciently. Such a miraculous case of healing has 
created quite a stir in the community. 



Nearly a year ago the wife of R. H. Bowen at Lewisport, Ky., had a large 
cancer come on her right hand, between the thumb and the top of the knuckle of 
the first finger; it grew T\x)rse and worse until they came to the conclusion that 
the doctor would have to use his knife, for they could do nothing else, and it 
was so bad that she was unable to perform but little of her household work. 
About the middle of last June Elders P. L. Pierson and Thomas W. Kerby visited 
them and before leaving they promised to return the first of July and spend 
Fast day and administer the healing ordinance to the wife. They went and spent 
the day in fasting and holding meetings. The Elders administered to her on 
the second day of July and in less than two weeks the cancer had entirely disap- 
peared and her hand was just as sound as though it had never had a cancer on it, 
and she was doing all her housework. This has greatly strengthened their testi- 
mony, and they feel to thank the Lord that He has brought the same Gospel 
to them that He had upon the earth in the days of Christ and His Apostles, and 
that the signs, follow the true believer. 



Elder Lyman Jas. Ball, of the Kentucky conference, received a letter re- 
cently from a man living at Isonville, Ky., named J. M. Gillam, in which he 
says : "No one has been able to stand before me and deny that you was the 
means in Grod's hands of healing my five-year-old child. It has not been sick one 
day since you administered to it, nor has it lost one meal. It looks as well as 
any child you ever saw. It never had enjoyed good health, and was never 
able to take its shoes oflf before. Our little baby you blessed is now the fattest 
baby you ever saw, and my wife and eldest daughter rejoice continually in ths 
power of God so visibly manifested in our behalf. It has put all the people 
here to silence." 



Elders W. H. Smith and G. A. Bigler of the Ohio conference write as follows : 
"Last week we were called from Toledo to Columbus Grove, O., a distance of 
sixty miles, to the bedside of Sister Sarah Norman, who was very sick. We 
remained there administering to her, and left her feeling much better. For ihe 
last eighteen years Bro. and Sister Norman have given a home to the Elders, 
supplying them with whatever they needed. 



Though a great man may by a rare possibility be an infidel, yet an intellect 
of the highest order must build upon Christianity. — De Quincy. 



You can not blame a bag of wind for steering clear of pointed facts. 
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THE POOR LITTLE BOY'S HYMN. 

A friend of mine, seeking for objects of charity, got into the upper toom 
of a cheap lodging house. It was vacant. He saw a ladder pushed through the 
ceiling. Thinking that perhaps some poor creature had crept up there, he climbed 
the ladder, drew himself through the hole, and found himself under the rafters. 
There was no light, but that which came through a hole in the roof. Soon he 
saw a heap of chips and shavings, and on them a boy about ten years old. 

"My boy, what are you doing here?" 

"Hush ! Don't tell anybody, please, sir." 

"But what are you doing here?" 

"Hush ! please don't tell anybody, sir ; I'm a-hidiug." 

"What are you hiding from?" 

"Don't tell anybody, please, sir." 

"Where's your mother?" 

"Please, sir, mother's dead." 

"Where's your father?" 

"Hush ! don't tell him, don't tell him I But look here !" He turned over on 
his face, and through the rags of his jacket and shirt my friend saw that the boy'? 
flesh was bruised and his skin was broken. 

"WTiy, my boy, who beat you like that?" 

"Father did, sir." 

"What did he beat you like that for?" 

"Father got drunk, sir, and beat me 'cos I wouldn't steal I" 

"Did you ever steal?" 

"Yes, sir ; I was a street thief once I" 

"And why don't you steal any more?" 

"Please, sir, I went to the meetinghouse, and they told me there of God, 
and of heaven, and of Jesus; and they taught me Thou shah not steal,' and 
I'll never steal again if my father kills me for it. But, please sir, don't tell him." 

"My boy, you must not stay here; you'll die. Now you wait patiently heie 
for a little time; I'm going away to see a lady. We will get a better place for 
you than this." 

"Thank you, sir, but please, sir, would you like to hear me sing a little 
hymn?" 

Bruised, battered, forlorn, friendless, motherless, hiding away from an infu- 
riated father, he had a little hymn to sing. 

"Yes, I will hear you sing your little hymn." 

He raised himself on his elbow and then sang : 

"Gentle Jesus, meek and mild, 
Look upon a little child; 
Pity my simplicity. 
Suffer me to come to Thee." 

"Fain I would to Thee be brought, 
Gracious Lord, forbid it not. 
In the Kingdom of Thy grace 
Give a little child a place." 

**That's the little hymn, sir. Good-by." 

The gentleman went away, came back again in less than two hours, aad 
climbed the ladder. There were the chips, and there were the shavings, and 
there was the boy, with one hand by his side, and the other tucked in his 
bosom, underneath the little ragged shirt — dead. 



Success produces confidence ; confidence relaxes industry, arid negligence rnlng 
the reputation which accuracy has raised. — Johnson. 



We step not over the threshold of childhood till we are led by love. — L. B. 
Landon. 
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ENCOURAQINQ WORDS FOR THE JOURNAL. 

***TnE Journal is a welcome visitor in our home," writes Bro. Forest Farley, 
of Corn Creek, Ky. **We learn many precious truths from its pages. We would 
be lost without it. We feel sorry to hear of so much persecution in the South, hut 
it makes us stronger in the faith, for we read in the scriptures that those who 
live Godly in Christ must suffer persecution, and the Latter-Day Saints are the 
only ones that suffer for their faith. I will be 79 years old November 6." 



Elder Joseph Bingham, of Safford, Ariz., sends in the names of eight new 
subscribers to The Journal, and says: **I took the privilege on myself to gst 
these subscribers, as my interest still clings with the Southern States Mission, 
where I labored as a missionary. I take great interest in reading The Journal, 
and anxiously await its coming." How we wish other returned missionaries would 
go and do likewise. 



E. B. Rucker, of Windy, Va., sends in another new subscriber and says : "I 
have got the promise of others. After once reading it they would not be without 
it for anything. It is the next thing to a visit from the Elders. I have been 
taking it ever since it was published, and yet have not one copy home, as I keep 
them circulating among my neighbors." 



**I do not have the pleasure of seeing the Elders very often," writes Sister 
Sadie Branch, of Raleigh, N. C, "so I long for the Journal. I never stop until 
I read it through, and am pleased to watch the great success attending all labors 
of the servants of God." 



Sister Sallie E. Burch, of Nathalie, Va., expresses the hope that "the little 
messenger of light and truth will yet visit our homes weekly, for it is the source 
of so much light, and brightens us up when it makes its visits." 



Sister Lizzie Renen, of Windsor, S. C, says : **I prize The Journal too highly 
to be without it, and cannot say too much in its favor. There are no saints here, 
so I value its worth more than I can tell you." 



**I would not miss one copy of The Journal for the price of a whole volume," 
writes Bro. G. W. Baird, of Cupp, Tenn. "I have been trying to get you some 
subscribers, but the people -don't like the truth." 



**I could not possibly do without my Journal," writes Sister A. C. Royals, 
of Mt. Olive, N. C., **for it gives me joy and comfort to read it, and I get sf» 
much good counsel from it." 



"The Journal should be in the home of every Latter-day Saint," says Sister 
Maggie L. Knight, of Lydia, Va. "As for myself, I cannot do without it." 



Sister E. F. Sanders, Aucilla, Fla : "I am always so glad to get The Journal. 
It brightens my life so much that I would be glad if its visits were weekly." 



M. E. Walker, Susina, Ga : "I am so glad to get the Elders* Journal every 
two weeks, for it carries comfort wherever it goes to the honest in heart." 



Sister N. C. Stanfield, Adamsville, Tenn : "I cannot do without The Journal. 
We look for its coming as a welcome and glorious visitor." 



Edmund G. Lunnen, Sandy, Utah: "The Journal is one of the best and 
breeziest papers published in the Church." 
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S. K. Louden, of Sulphur, Ky., says : **I look for The Journal like I wouM 
for the coming of some dear friend." 



W. S. Bradley, Lapine, Ala: "We love The Journal, and are always glad 
to receive it and persue its pages." 



Gordon O. Beckstead, Sandy, Utah : "Many happy moments are spent read- 
ing The Journal." 



ARRIVALS. 



The following Elders arrived from the West on October 1, 1905: 
J. C. Farr, of Ogden, Utah ; S. E. Peterson, Salt Lake City, Utah. 



APPOINTMENTS. 



Elder Wm. B. Fitt has been appointed to preside over the North Carolina 
Conference. 

Elder A. C. Jensen has been appointed to preside over the Georgia Conferenctt*. 

Elder W. O. Patterson has been appointed to labor in the Ohio Conference, 
this appointment being made instead of Elder Patterson going home, as requested 
by him. May the Lord bless Elder Patterson, and give him joy for his deter- 
mination to remain and complete an honorable mission. 



TRANSFERS. 

Elder Geo. A. Prescott has been transferred to the Kentucky Conference. 
Elder E. P. Moser is transferred to the Ohio Conference, and not released 
to return home, as erroneously published in the last issue. 



RELEASES. 

Elder Geo. R. Williams, of the Georgia Conference, has been honorably r- - 
leased to return home. 

Elder E. I. Whiting is honorably released from presiding over the Georgia 
Conference to return home. 

Elder L. W. Johnson is honorably released from presiding over the North 
Carolina Conference to return home. 

Elder A. L. Jones, of the Virginia Conference, is honorably released to re- 
turn home on account of sickness. 

Elder Thos. P. John, of the East Tennessee Conference, is honorably released 
to return home on account of the serious sickness of his wife. 

Elder A. L. Lau, of the Ohio Conference, has been honorably released upon 
a telegram from President Jos. F. Smith on account of his father's sickness. 



Statistics of the increase in the i)opulation of Omaha during a recent mon*-h 
show that Qishop John Marshall Francis of Indiana was right when he declared 
babies are not born in the homes of the wealthy. Of the 155 babies bom duriAg 
the month all have parentage on the birth cards as "artisan," "clerk," or "laborer." 
While babies in the wealthy homes are scarce this is the first month where none 
could claim parentage among people of means. 



What is a power but the ability or faculty of doing a thing? What is the 
ability to do a thing but the power of employing the means necessary to its 
execution ? — Alexander Hamil ton. 



lie who criticises, be he ever so honest, must suggest a practical remedy or he 
soon descends from the height of a critic to the level of a common scold. — Elbert 
Hubbard. 
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Reftort of Mission Corrferences for Three Weeks Ending October 7, J90o. 
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nOD IS OUIDINO. 



Be thou patient, God is guiding; 

Trust in Him, and go thy way. 
What though many are deriding? 

They must own their fault some day. 
Up above the sun is shining. 

Look to Heaven for heavenly peace: 
He will guide thee, cease repining! 

Truth must triumph error cease. 



Be thou patient, God is guiding; 

Persecution only tends. 
For a time the sunlight hiding. 

To prove our devoted friends. 
What though millions now deride thee, 

Look for strength to God on high; 
For though evil oft betide thee. 

God is guiding— dawn is nigh. 



Be thou patient, (lod is guiding! 

He will steer thee safe to shore, 
]f thou, in His love confiding. 

Trust in Him and doubt no more, 
He will save thee, and will cherish, 

He will prove His boundless love. 
For His Church will never perish. 

God is guiding — look above. 



DEATHS. 

McCu^-iN — At Rutledge, Ga., Sept. 5, 1905, of paralysis. Sister Alvira (.'. 
McClain. Deceased was baptised six years ago and has been a faithful Saint, ever 
ready to do her duty and always kind to the Elders. 

Anderson — At I^vejoy, Clayton county, G«., Sept. 12, 1905, after a long siege 
of sickne.*»s, Brothpr M. C. Anderson. I>eceflsed was a faithful Latter-day Saint, 
and was always very kind and hospitable to the Elders. He died with a firm 
testimony. 



edited and published by 

Elder Ben. E. Rich, of the Southern States Mission 

chattanooga, tenn. 
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" HeM may pour forth its rage like the burning lava of Mt. Vesuvius, or of Etna, or cf the 
most terrible qf burning mountains; and yet shall Mormonism stand/ Water, fire, truth, and 
Ood are all realities. Truth is Mormonism ! Ood is the Author of Uf He is our shield. 
It is by Him we received our birth. It was by His voice that we were called to a dispensation of 
His Qospel, in the beginning of the fullness of times. It was by Him we received the Book of 
Mormon; and it is by Him thai we remain unto this day; and by Him we shall remain, if it 
shaU be for our glory; and in His Almighty name, we are determined to endure tribtdation as 
good wldiers unto the end."— Joseph Smith, in Liberty (Mo,) Jail, March S5, 1839, 

Vol. III. NovKMBEu 1, 1905. No. 5. 



WHERE ARE THE TEN TRIBES? 

BY APOSTLE ORSON PRATT. 

(ITie following inferestiyg article was written in the year 1807, and was pub- 
lished in the Miilennial Star for March 30 of that same year.) 

About seven hundred and twenty years before Christ, the nine and one-half 
tribes (generally called the ten tribes) were 'taken captive by the Assyrians, and 
led away from their own lands, into Assyria. The sacred historian records this 
event in the following language : **Then the king of Assyria came up throughout all 
the land, and went up to Samaria, and besieged it three years. In the ninth 5 inr 
of Hosea, the king of Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyr'a, 
and placed them in Halah and in Habor, by the river of Gozan, and in the cities 
of the Medes." (II. Kings 17:5-6.) 

How long thds numerous people remained in Assyria is not exactly known. 
The prophet Esdras, who wrote his books less than two centuries after the Assyrian 
captivity, records a wonderful event in the history of the ten tribes. A prophetic 
vision was unfolded to him in regard to the great events of the latter days, of 
the Son of God, and the destruction of the wicked. In this vision he saw a great 
but peaceable multitude gathered to Motint Zion, and desiring to know who these 
peaceable people were, the Lord informed him as follows: "And whereas thou 
sawest that he gathered another peaceable multitude imto him ; those are the t^n 
tribes which were carried away prisoners out of their own land in the time of Osea 
(Hosea) the king, whom Salmanasar the king of Assyria led away captive, and 
carried them over the waters; and so came they into another land. But they 
took this counsel among themselves, that they would leave the multdtude of the 
heathen, and go forth into a further country, where never mankind dwelt, that they 
might keep their statutes, which they never k«pt in their own land. And they 
entered into Euphrates by the narrow passage of the river. For the Most Higii 
then shewed signs for them, and held still the flood, till they were passed over. 
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Foi* through that country there was a great way to go, namely of a year and a half. 
Then dwelt they there until the latter time ; and now when they shall begin lo 
come, the Highest shall stay the springs of the stream again, that they might go 
through; therefore sawest thou the multitude with peace." (II. Eisdras 13:39-47.) 

During their captivity, the ten tribes dwelt in the region of the Euphrates, and 
when they departed, instead of returning westward to their own land, they crossed 
the great river Euphrates, from the west to the east bank, the river being 
miraculously divided for the purpose. They must have repented of their sins or 
this wonderful manifestation of the pK>wer of God would not have been exhibited 
in their behalf. After arriving upon the east side of this great river, in wha: 
direction were they led to the remote, uninhabited land, sadd to have been **a 
far country" at the great distance "of a year and a half's" journey? We ara 
told by Jeremiah, and other Jewish prophets, that they will return from the 
north. (Jer. 16:15; also 31:8.) Consequently they must have been led in ;i 
northerly direction, and very probably passed between the Black and Caspian 
Seas, and continued through Russia to the extreme northern shore of Europo, 
which would bring them about 2,500 miles to the north. But this could not be 
considered "a year and a half's" journey ; indeed, it would not be an average of 
five miles a day. From many intimations of ancient prophecy, they evidently had 
a highway made for them in the midst of the Arctic Ocean, and were led to a land . 
in the neighborhood of the North Pole. This region would be about 4,000 miles 
north of their Assyrian residence, and could be traveled an eighteen months* tim,? 
at an average of a little less than eight miles per day. 

The expression "then dwelt they there until the latter time" is an evidence 
that they were not only to preserve their existence, but their nationality, and 
were to return with a full knowledge of their Israelitnsh origin ; and what is stiil 
more wonderful, they are not to be so amalgamated as to lose all distinction of 
tribes, but each family will know the particular tribe to which it belongs; and 
thus the whole nation will be able to classify themselves into ten distinct divisions, 
and each division, according to the Prophet Ezekiel, will receive its inheritance 
within the boundaries descnibed in his prophecy. 

The ten tribes can not be among any of the known nations; for there is no 
one who is able to identify them; and there are no people who even profess or 
claim to be of such origin. Who among all the known nations would be able to 
point out the tribe of Dan — the tribe of Naphtali — the tribe of Zebulon, etc., eto.V 
If there is no nation yet discovered who are thus classified, then it is certain that 
the ten tribes are not yet discovered. There is no possible chance of their being 
south of the Arctic circle; and the only remaining portion of the earth north of 
that circle with which we are acquainted, is the polar region. This unknown 
regHon is upwards of 1,000 miles in diameter, containing about 800,000 square 
miles of surface. This large area may be all land, or it may be of both land 
and water. And even if we suppose only one-half this surface to be land, namely, 
400,000 square miles, and still further suppose its capabilities sufficient to sustain 
a population of 25 to a square mile, we should have the very large number of 
10,000,000, or over one-third of the population of Great Britain. But withoat 
agg*regation there might be some 50,000,000 of polar inhabitants, now hidden up 
by the impenetrable zones of ice, enough to make quite a powerful nation, should 
they all return. 

Some may suppose that a polar continent would be incapable of supporting 
human life, on account of the intensity of the cold ; but bold and intrepid navi- 
gators have left their ships, and with sledges, drawn by dogs, have passed over 
several hundreds of miles of ice, and were only stopped by encountering an open 
unfrozen sea. This proves the astonishing fact that the great intensity of the cold 
is from latitude 76 to 83 degrees north. The open sea, north of this zone, indicates 
a higher degree of temperature; and for aught we know this temperature may 
increase from the beginning of this unfrozen sea, until the pole is reached, [f 
this should be the case (and many substantial facts strongly indicate the unex- 
pected phenomenon), then a polar country might be comparatively pleasant, and 
the temperature during its long summer day be sufficiently high to bring to ma- 
turity grain and other vegetables. 

There may be several causes, independent of the sun, to produce this high 
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temperature. It is generally admitted that the ne^u^er we approach to the center 
of the earth the higher is the temperaiture ; this is ascertained by a vast number of 
experiments in deep pits and mines; a certain number of feet in depth raises 
the temperature one degree; and the increase is said to be in arithmetical propor- 
tion to the number of feet downwards. This is undoubtedly owing to the great 
internal fires, raging far beneath the earth's surface. The poles are over thirteen 
miles nearer the earth's surface than the equatorial regions, and, therefore, the 
poles may be several miles nearer these terrestrial fires; and thus by the native 
heat of the earth, those regions may be maintained at a comparatively high 
degree of temperature. The water at the bottom of the open sea, in the extreme 
northern latitudes, becomes warmed, and hence, specifically lighter, and rises to 
the top, and floats off toward the south, while the undercurrents of the ocean 
circulate to the north, until they in turn receive a higher temperature and rise, 
following the track of those in advance. This will satisfactorily account for the 
observed strong surface currents constantly setting to the south. Thus both the 
sea and land, near the pole, are undoubtedly maintained in a much higher tem- 
perature than would be produced by the action of the sun's rays alone. Also 
five or six months of uninterrupted solar heat will produce a higher temperature 
near the pole and the shorter days, interrupted by nights, in the region of the ice 
zone. 

If the polar region is not warmer than that of the ice zone, why do birds 
of passage in the region of this Icy belt fly to the northward to escape fcli.^ 
severities of winter? All these observed facts bespeak a warmer climate around 
the pole. There is a great- probability that, in that apparently inhospitable soli- 
tude, will be found the great nation of the ten tribes, not in a barbarous or semi- 
barbarous state, but in the enjoyment of the Christian religion. They have had 
their prophets and inspired men, ait different periods; they have their sacred 
books, in addition to the ones which they carried with them; and their Bible is 
just as sacred to them as our Bible is to us. And when they return we shall havA 
another Bible in addition to the Jewish Bible and the Book of Mormon. 

That the ten tribes will come from the polar regions is placed beyond contro- 
versy by new revelations. The word of the Lord reads thus : 

**And they who are in the north countries shall come in remembrance before 
the Lord, and their prophets shall hear His voice, and shall no longer stay them- 
selves, and they shall smite the rocks, and the ice shall flow down at their pres- 
ence. And a highway shall be cast up in the midst of the great deep. Their 
enemy shall become a prey to them, and in the barren deserts there shall come 
forth pools of living water; and the parched ground shall no longer be a thirsty 
land. And they shall bring forth their rich treasures unto the children of 
Ephraim my servants. And the boundaries of the everlasting hills shall tremble 
at their presence. And then they shall fall down and be crowned with glory, 
even in Zion, by the hands of the servants of the Lord, even the children of 
Ephraim; and they shall be filled with songs of everlasting joy. Behold, thU 
is the blessing of the everlasting God upon the head of Ephraim and his fellows. 
And they also of the tribe of Judah, after their pain, shaU be sanctified in holiness 
before the Lord to dwell in his presence, day and night forever." (Doctrine and 
Covenants.) 

This highway through the waters, cast up to favor the return of Israel, is 
often made the subject of prophecy by the inspired writers. Zion, on the Ameri- 
can continent, is to be favored with a visit of these ten tribes before they are 
finally located in Palestine. The antediluvian Zion that was translated with 
Enoch will come with the Son of God ; and the two Zions, with the ten tribes, 
will be filled with the gilory of the Lord, upon the mountain of His holiness, and 
rejoice in His presence forevermore. 

These grand events were shown to ESsdras, and he prophesied as follows: 
**Behold. the days come, when the Most High will begin to deliver them that ar^ 
upon the earth. And He shall come to the astonishment of them that dwell upon 
the earth. And one shall undertake to fight against another, one place against 
another, one people against another. And the time shall be when these things shall 
come to pass, and the signs shall happen which I shewed thee before, and then 
shall my Son be declared, whom thou sawest as a man ascending. And when 
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the people hear His voice, every man' shall in their own land leave the battle 
they have one against another. And an innumerable multitude shall be gathered 
together, as thou sawest them, willing to come, and to overcome him by fij^tii?. 
But he shadl stand upon the top of the mount Sion. And Sion shall come and bquU 
be shewed to all men, being prepared and builded, like as thou sawest the hill 
graven without hands. And this my Son shall rebuke the wicked nations, wh;ch 
for their wicked life are fallen into the tempest; and shall lay before th(*m 
their evil thoughts, and the torments wherewith they shall begin to be tormente^l, 
which are like unto a flame; and He shall destroy them without labor by the law 
which is like unto fire. And whereas thou sawest that he gathered another peaci'- 
able multitude unto him; those are the ten tribes," etc. (Esdras, 13th chap.) 
Having seen all these things, Esdras exclaimed, '*Now understa|id I the things th.i: 
are laid up in the latter days, which shall happen unto them." (Verse 18.) 

The Zion which is to come and be shown to all people is not the one to be 
built with hands here on the earth, but it is the heavenly one, to which we have 
already referred. The place whereon it will stand will be a great mountain wh'c'Ii 
will then be cast up for the express purpose ; or, as Esdras says, "But I beheld. 
and k), he had engraved himself a great mountain, and flew upon it. But I would 
have seen the region or place whereout the hill was graven, and I could not.'* 
(Verses 6, 7.) 

The days have come when these things must shortly be fulfilled; for this 
reason the Lord has shown to the great prophet of this dispensation the verv 
place of Zion which the Lord would not permit Esdras to see. Thds Zion will 
be on the western borders of Missouri. It is on that favored spot where the 
Saints will build the city of Zion ; and it is to that holy place where the heavenly 
Zion will descend. It is that great region which will be lifted up and formed 
into a great mountain. The land now is comparatively level, or rather a gently 
undulating country; but a mountain will be formed, and the Son of God, with Hi- 
people, will stand upon it; and the ten tribes with the remnants of Joseph, aad 
other branches of Israel, wdll be round about; and twelve thousand out of each 
tribe will be sealed in their foreheads, and ordained unto the holy priesthood 
and will sing the song of Moses and the Lamb forever and ever. These are they 
who shall minister with power, and great glory among all the nations that a:e 
spared, and **bring as many as will come unto the Church of the First-bom." 

Much more might be said in relation to the ten tribes and their future union 
with Judah, and tne wonderful prosperity which awaits them, and all their futui.* 
generations in Palestine. 



OLIVER COWDERY'S ACCOUNT OF HIS MEETING THE PROPHET. 

JOSEPH SMITH. 

The following communication was published in the first number of Ihe Lat- 
ter-day Saints Messenger and Advocate, at Kirtland, Ohio, October, 1834, and 
is part of a letter written by Oliver Cowdery to W. W. Phelps, and dated "Nor- 
ton, Medina Co., Ohio, Sabbath evening, Sept. 7, 1843." 

"Near the time of the setting of the sun. Sabbath evening, April 5, 1829, my 
natural eyes for the first time beheld Joseph the Prophet. He then resided in Ha**- 
mony, Susquehanna county, Penn. On Monday the Gth I assisted him in arrang- 
ing some business of a temporal nature, and on Tuesday the 7th commenced to 
write the Book of Mormon. These were days never to be forgotten, to sit under 
the sound of a voice dictated by the inspiration of heaven, awakening the utmost 
gratitude of his bosom ! Day after day I continued, uninterrupted, to write from 
his mouth as he translated, with the Urim and Thummim, or, as the Nephites 
would have said, "Interpreters," the history, or record, called **The Book of Mor- 
mon." 

*To notice, in even a few words, the interesting account given by Mormon, 
and his faithful son, Moroni, of a people onoe beloved and favored of heaven^ would 
supercede my present design. I shall therefore defer this to a future period, and 
as I said in tibe introduction, pass more directly to some few incidents immediate- 
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ly connected with the rise of this Chorc^, wiiich may be entertaining to some 
thoQsands who have stepped forward amid the frowns of bdgots and the calumny 
of hypocrites, and embraced the -Goepel of Christ. 

"No men in their sober senses, could translate and write the directions given 
to the Nephites, from the mouth of the 3avior, of the precise manner in wihidi men 
should build up His Church, and especially when corruption had spread an uncer- 
tainty over all forms and systems practiced among men, withouit desiring a privi- 
lege of showing the willingness of the heart by being buried in the liquid grave, 
to answer *a good conscience by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.* 

''After writing the account given of the Savior's ministry to the remnant of 
the seed of Jacob upon this continent, it was easily to be seen, as the prophet said 
would be, that 'darkness covered the earth, and gross darkness the minds of the 
people.* On reflecting further, it was as easily to be seen that amid the great 
strife and noise concerning religion, none had authority from God to administer 
the ordinances of the Crospel. Or, the question might be asked, have men author- 
ity to administer in the name of Christ, who deny revelation? when His tesr.i- 
itiony is no less than the spirit of prophesy? and His religion based, built, and 
sustadncd by immediate revelation, in all ages of the world, when He has had a 
I>eopIe on earth? If this fact were buried and carefully concealed by men whose 
craft would have been in danger, if once permitted to shine in the faces of men, 
they Avere no longer to ub ; and we only waited for the commandment to be given, 
*arise and be baptised.* 

**This was not long desired before it was realized. The Lord, who is rich in 
mercy and ever willing to answer the consistent prayer of the humble, after we 
bad called upon Him in a fervent manner, aside from the abodes of men. conde- 
scended to manifest to us His will. On a sudden, as from the midst of eternity, 
the voice of the Redeemer spake peace to us, while the vail was parted and ibe 
angel of God came down, clothed with glory, and delivered the anxiously looked for 
message, and the keys of the Gospel of repentance. What joy! What wonder! 
What ama2ement! While the world were racked and distracted, wiiile millions 
were groping as the blind for the wall, and whdle all men were resting upon un- 
certainty as a general mass, our eyes beheld; our ears heard, as in the *blaze 
of day;* yes, more; above the glitter of the May sunbeam which then shed lis 
brilliancy over the face of nature. Then His voice^ though mild, pierced to the 
center, and his words, *I am thy fellow servant,' dispelled every fear. We listened, 
wc gazed, we admired ! *Tuas the voice of the angel from glory ; 'twas a message 
from the Most High! And as we heard we rejoiced, while his love enkindled 
opon our souls and we were wrapped in the vision of Uie Almighty ! Where was 
room for doubt? No where ; uncertainty had fled, doubt had sunk no more to rise, 
while fiction and deception had fled forever! But think, further think for a mo- 
ment, what joy filled our hearts, and with what surprise we must have bowed, (for 
who would not have bowed the knee for such a blessing?) when we received under 
his hand the Holy Priesthood, as he said, *Upon you, my fellow servants, in the 
name of the Messiah, I confer this Priesthood and this authority, which shall re- 
main upon earth that the sons of Levi may yet offer an offering unto the Lord in 
righteousness!* 

*'I shall not attempt to paint to you the feelings of this heart, nor the majestic 
beauty and glory which surrounded us on this occasion; but you will brieve me 
when I say that earth, nor men, with the eloquence of time, can begin to clothe 
language in as interesting and sublime a manner as this holy personage. No ; nor 
has this earth power to give the joy, to bestow the peace, or comprehend the wis- 
dom which was contained in each sentence as they were delivered by the power 
of the Holy Spirit! (Man may deceive his fellow man; deception may follow de- 
ception, and the children of the wicked one may have power to seduce the foolish 
and untaught, till naught but fiction feeds the many and the fruit of fabefaood car- 
ries in its current the giddy to the grave. But one touch with the finger of His 
love, yes, one ray of glory from the upper world, or one word from the mouth of 
the Savior, from the bosom of eternity, strikes it all into insignificance and blots 
it forever from the mind. The assurance that we were in the presence of an angel : 
the certainty that we heard the voke of Jesus, and the truth unsullied as it flowed 
from a pure personage, dictated by the will of God, is to me past description, and 
I shall ever look upon this expression of the Savior's goodness with wonder and 
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thanksgiymir, while I am permitted to tarry; and in thoee mansions, where per- 
fection dwells and sin neyer comes, I hope to adore in that Day which shall never 
cease!" O. CJowmbt. 



JOHN WHITMER*S TESTIMONY. 

It may he interesting readincr to those who have not the opportunity of per- 
using the early Chnrch publicatioos, to read the testimony <^ John Whitmer, whose 
name will be found among the eight witnesses to the Book of Mormon, and who, 
at the time he made public the following testimony, was editor of the Latter-Day- 
Saint's Messenger and Advocate, the official oigan of the Oturch, published in Kirt- 
land, Ohio, in 1834-7. The occasion for giving the following testimony to the 
world was the retirement of Elder Whitmer from the editorship of that pi4>lication. 
It is as follows : 

"Ood has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the things which 
are mighty; the base things of tlte world, and things which are despised, hath 
Qod chosen; yea, and things which are not, to bring to naught things that ar.r. 

**Whiie I reflect on the above sayings of the holy writer, it gladdens my heart 
that I enjoy the privilege of living in this age of the world, when Ood in Hi:^ 
kind providence has began a work for the good of His long dispersed covenant 
people; when He has again made manifest His will, and has called servants 
by His own voice out of the heavens, and by the ministering of angels, and by 
His Holy Spirit ; and has chosen the weak and simple to confound the wisdom of 
the wise ; and to raise up and bring the Ohurdi of the Lamb up out of the wilder- 
ness of wickedness, fair as the sun and clear as the moon, which Ohurdi took its 
rise April C, 1830, and has thus far come up through much persecution and great 
tribulation. 

**It may not be amiss in this i)lace to give a statement to the world concerning 
the work of the Lord, as I have been a member of this Curch of Latter-Day Saints 
from its beginning. To say that the Book of Mormon is a revelation from God, I 
have no hesitancy, but with all confidence have signed my name to it as such, and 
I hope that my patrons will indulge me in speaking freely on this subject, as I 
am about leaving the editorial department. Therefore I desire to testify to all 
that will come to the knowledge of this address, that I have most assuredly seen 
the plates from whence the Book of Mormon is translated, and that I have handled 
these plates, and know of a surety that Joseph Smith, Jr., has translated the 
Book of Mormon by the gift and power of God, and in this thing the wisdom of 
the wise most assuredly has perished. Therefore, knew ye, O ye inhabitants of 
the earth, wherever this address may come, that I have in this thing freed my gar- 
ments <^ your blood, whether you believe or dis(believe the statements of your un- 
worthy friend and well-wisher. 

**It is no trifling matter to sport with the souls of men, and make merchan- 
dise of them. I can say with a clear conscience before God and man, that I have 
sought no man's goods, houses or lands, gold or silver; but had in view for my 
chief object, the welfare of the children of men, because I know that I have been 
called of God, to assist in the bringing forth of His work in these last days, and 
to help to establish it, that as many souls as would believe, and obey the truth, 
might be saved in His kingdom ; and also assist in bringing about the restoration 
of the house of Israel, that they might magnify His name, for what He has done 
and is doing for the fulfilment of the prophecies of all the holy prophets that have 
written on this great and important subject, since the days of Adam to this pres- 
ent time. 

'*I would do injustice to my own feelings if I did not here notice still further 
the work of the Lord in these last days. The revelations and commandments given 
to us are, in my estimation, equally true with the Book of Mormon, and equally 
necessary for salvation. It is necessary to live by every word that proceedetb 
from the mouth of God. I know that the Bible, Book of Mormon and Book of 
Doctrine and Ck>venant8 of the Church of Christ of Latter-Day Saints contain t!ie 
revealed will of heaven. I further know that God will continue to reveal Himself 
to His Cburdi and people until He has gathered His elect into His fold, and pre- 
pared them to dwell in His presence. 

'*Men at times depend upon the say of others, and are influenced by their 
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persuasions to embrace different sj-stems. This is correct, inasmuch as the princi- 
ple is a just one ; God always commissioned certain men to proclaim His precepcs 
to the remainder of the generation in which they lived, and if they heeded not their 
sayings they were under condemnation. 

**Though weak may have been my arguments and feeble my exertions to per- 
suade others to believe as myself. I trust I have been the means of doing some 
good to my fellow men. If 1 were not sensible that I have been doing the will 
of my Heavenly Father, I should regret that I had ever suffered my name to be- 
come public. I could not endure the idea of having been the means of persuading 
men to detract from truth, and embrace error ; it has been a principle in my heart 
to embrace truth and reject error, and I trust it will remain in my heart forever." 



THE HONEST LITTLE MATCH-SELLER. 

Dean Stanley, in a sermon to children in Westminister Abbey, once told a 
very touching little story. He said: 

**Not long ago. in Edinburg, two gentlemen were standing at the door of a 
hotel one very cold day, when a little boy with a poor, thin, blue face, his feet 
bare and i-ed with cold, and with nothing to cover him but a bundle of rags, 
came and said: 

" 'Please, sir, buy some matches.* 

" *No, don't want any,* the gentleman said. 

" *But they're only a penny a box,* the poor little fellow pleaded. 

** *Ye8, but you see we don't want a box,* the gentleman said, again. 

" *Then I will give you two boxes for a penny,* the boy said at last. 

''And to get rid of him,' the gentleman who tells the story said, 1 bought 
a box, but then I found I had no change, so I said : 

" *I will buy a box tomorrow.' 

" *Oh, do buy them tonight, if you please,' the boy pleaded again ; *I will rua 
rnd get the change, for I am very hungry.* 

*1Bo I gave him the money and he started away. I waited for him, (nit no 
boy came. Then I thought I had lost my money. (Still there was that in the 
boy's face I trusted, and did not like to think bad of him. 

**Late in the evening I was told a little boy wanted to see me. WHien he was 
brought in I found it was a smaller brother of the boy who got my money, but, if 
possible, still more ragged, and poor, and thin. He stood for a moment, diving 
into his rags, as if he was seeking something, and then said : 

" *Are you the gentleman who bought the matches from Sandy?' 

*♦ 'Yes.* 

" 'Well, then, here's the change out of yer money. Sandy cannot come ; he's 
very ill. A cart run over him, and knocked him down, and he lost his hat, and his 
matches and your money, and both his legs are broken, and the doctor says he'll 
die ; and that all.' And then putting the money on the table, the poor child broke 
down into great sobs. 

"So I fed the little man, and went with him to see "Sandy. I found that the 
two little things lived alone, their faither and mother being dead. Poor Sandy 
was lying on a bundle of shavings. He knew me as soon as I came in and said : 

" 'I got the change, air, and was coming back, and then the horse knocked me 
down, and both my legs were broken. And Oh, Reuby! Little Reuby! I am 
cure I am dying, and who will take care of you when I am gone? What will ye 
do, Reuby?* 

"Then I took ibis hand and said I would care for Reuby. He understood me, 
and had just strength to look up at me as if to thank me, and the light went 
out of his eyes. He was dead !" 



"As the Elders have been taken from our county, and we do not have them 
visit us very often from other counties, we feel the Journal is a sure friend.** 
writes Sister Clara L. McAuley of Lucas vi lie, O. "I have two babies, and do not 
have much time to read, but I always find time to read the Joubnal, for it is a 
source of much comfort to me. I wish its visits were every week.** 
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KDIXORI A L. 



"CRY ALOUD AND SPARE NOT." 

As will be seen from the list of "Arrivals" published in this issue, the cry for 
help to the authorities of the Church in Zion has not been in vain, for we aie 
beginning to receive much needed reinforcements. We trust the missionaries will 
continue to arrive until the gaps in our diminished ranks nave been filled up, and 
we can present an unbroken front to the enemy. Instructive meetings have been 
held at the Mission Office with the new elders, where they have received counsel 
and admonition regarding their duties as missionaries. It is to De 
hoped they will not forget this instruction in the least degree, as 
they are here on their first mission as ministers of the Gospel and what they havo 
been told by their brethren has been the result of experience. The elders must 
understand that they have not come on this mission for worldly pleasure, nor to 
sit down at their ease to partake of the people's hospitality; but to work, and th?t 
diligently, for the salvation of mankind and the building up of the work of tac 
Lord. Among the sinful and degraded milHons who are hurrying along the broad 
road to death, there are many honest souls who know not tne way of life. You are 
sent to hunt them out and save them from the world^s sad fate. You should 
. be more than willing to undergo toil and privation in hunting for souls in the wil- 
derness of sin. Let the energy which has attended you in your past life non- 
be turned in the direction of your new labors, and work with untiring diligeaoe 
and zeal for the salvation of those who know not the true God. Warn all whom 
you meet, but remember, "to the poor the Gospel is preached." Do not disdain, 
then, to visit the poor and the lowly in their humble habitations, to impart counsel 
and consolation to them in their smallest affairs, or to admindster toe ordinances 
of the House of the Lord. The blessings of the poor will be a crown of giory on 
your heads, more resplendent in the sight of heaven than diadems of gold sparkl'n,; 
with the richest earthly gems. 

Seek for opportunities to extend the work of God. There are many taousands 
of people who have no proper understanding of Ihe principles of our faith — manv 
small villages where the Gospel has not even been introduced, for "the harve.s^ 
is great and the laborers are few." "Thrust in your sickle and reap." "Cry 
aloud and spare not." Remember this is the day of God's judgments, when every 
word that has been spoken by the mouth of God's holy prophets must and will be 
fulfilled. Remember you have great promises from the Lord in this great work 
you are now performing, and you need not fear but what the Lord will magnify 
j'ou in the ej'es of all men if you will trust in Him. 

"Verily, I say unto you, Lift up your voices unto this people, speak the 
thoughts that I shall put into your hearts, and you shall not be confounded before 
men; 

"For it shall be given you in tne very hour, yea, in the very moment, what 
ye shall say. 

"But a commandment I give unto you, that ye shall declare whatsoever things 
ye declare in my name, in solemnity of heart, in the spirit of meekness in all things. 

"And I give unto you this promise, that inasmuch as ye do this, the Holy 
Ghost shall be shed forth in bearing record unto all things whatsoever ye shaU 
say." (Doctrine and Covenants, p. 348, v. 5-8.) 

The elders should improve their minds by the study of good books and by 
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frequent reflection. Read much, but think more ; and above aU, seek for the lii^ht 
and assistance of that Spirit which guides into all truth, and whose inspdrationsi 
you have a right to claim while you preserve yourselves pure and unsullied. Bind 
the Word of Wisdom ito your hearts as a safeguard against the approach of 
temptation, and reap the fruits of the promised reward — ^health of body, treasures 
of knowledge, and protection from the power of the destroyer. The power of your 
example will have its effect upon the Saints and all lovers of virtue, and will *n 
many cases be more potent than argument or persuasion. If your practice accords 
not with your profession, instead of being the saviors of men, you may prove 
the instruments of their destruction. The weak and foolish among the Saints, 
who seek an excuse to do wrong, will follow your evil exaanple, and inquirers wiH 
stumble over your foJly. While treating all with that kindness and affection whicli 
the Gospel produces in the heart, do not depart from the dignity of the holy priest- 
hood, and that proper deportment which becomes an Elder in Israel. Be faithfnl 
in keeping your appointments, for the angels of the Lord will be there awaiting 
you and you cannot afford to disappoint them. Be timely and prompt in all your 
transactions — be wdse and honest stewards over all tha,t is committed to your care. 
Keep strict account of all moneys entrusted to you, and always forward them 
in due time to their proper destination. Encourage the people to pay their tithing 
and fast offerings ; do not refuse their smallest donations when bestowed to assise 
in the work of the Lord, for by so doing you would deprive them of the promised 
blessings, and close up the fountadns of their generosity. Practice the great prin- 
ciple of obedience to counsel, the good effects of which you have so often seen at 
home in Zion. Follow the instructions of the Presidents of Conferences, undor 
whose direction you are placed, in all righteousness; and whether your sphere 
of operations be small or extended, strive to i^erform, in the best possible manner, 
the duties required of you, to the satisfaction of the Lord and of those wlio 
preside over you. 

The experience you will gain during the two or three years you are on this 
mission will be above the price of gold or rubies, and there will be no time in your 
life to equal it, unless you are again called into the missionary field. On tUis 
first mission, therefore, will perhaps depend your whole future for joy, usefulneis, 
and crowns of immortality ; or misery, a wasted life, and banishment from th«? 
glory of the Saints. Abstain, then, from the very first approach to sin, and as u 
rule for your guidance. Do nothing that you know to be wrong, and do nothing that 
you are doubtful about. Let the sacred covenants you have made in the House of 
the Lord be never forgotten, and never let them in the slightest degree be violated. 
Avoid everything which would interpose the slightest barrier between you and the 
Ijord. to whom you must seek oontinuaHy for help and guidance. 

In a revelation given through Joseph the Seer at Kirtland, Ohio, on September 
23, 1832, the Lord has made such grand and glorious promises to His servants, 
that we reproduce them for the encouragement of the missionaries, and we appeil 
to them to read them and re-read them, for the voice of the Lord has declared them : 

"Any man that shall go and preach this gospel of the kingdom, and fail not 
to continue faithful in all things, shall not be weary in mind, neither darkened, 
neither in body, limb, nor joint: and an hair of his head shall not fall to the 
ground unnoticed. And they shall not go hungry, neither athirst. 

**Therefore, take no thought for the morrow, for what ye shall eat, or what yo 
shaiU drink, or wherewithal ye shall be dothed ; for consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow ; they tx>il not, neither do they spin ; and the kingdoms of the worid 
in all their glory, are not arrayed like one of these ; for your Father who art in 
heaven, knoweth that you have need of all these things. Therefore, let toe 
morrow take thought for the things of itself. Neither take ye thought beforehand 
what ye shall say, but treasure up in your mdnds continually the words of life, and 
it shall be given you in the very hour that portion that shall be meted unto eytFy 
man. Therefore let no man among you, (for this commandment is unto all the 
faithftrl who are caHed of Qod in the church unto the ministry) from this hour 
take purse or scrip, that goeth forth to proclaim this gospel of the kingdom. 

'*Behold, I send you out to reprove the world of all their unrighteous deeds, 
and to teach them of a judgment which is to come. And whoso receiveth you, there 
I will fee also, for I will go before your face : I will be on your right hand and on 
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your left, and my sinrit shall foe in your hearts, and mine angels round about you, 
to bear you up. Whoso receiveth you receiveth me, and the same will feed you, 
and clothe you, and give you money. And he who feeds you, or clothes you, or 
gives you money, shall in no wise lose his reward: and he that doeth not these 
things is not my disciple; by this you may know my disciples. ♦ ♦ ♦ * 
"Search diligently and spare not ; and woe unto that house, or that village or 
city that rejecteth you, or your words, or your testimony concerning mc. Woe, I 
say again, unto that house, or that village or city that rejecteth you, or your words, 
or your testimony of me ; for I the Almighty, have laid my hands upon the nations, 
to scourge them for their wickedness : and plagues shall go forth, and they Bhal! 
not be taken from the earth until I have completed my work which shall be cut 
short in righteousness." 



OUR DARLING LITTLE ONES. 

It is a great thing to be faithful to a trust. It takes a high order of man- 
hood to walk even close to the line of perfection. The sentinel who is of the most 
tervice is the one who is the most watchful. The parent who is the best is the 
one who is the most alert to the interests of his child — ^his second self — the out- 
growth of loving, trusting, confiding, beautiful relationship. The great Father of 
all we recognize and love as God. We know that we are one of a good family, 
and that it is far easier to fall into error than to fall into rightmindedness. which 
is the up-leading path of right ; but he who climbs is always approaching the bet- 
ter condition, while the one who descends is sinking deeper into error. We know 
how God cares for His children, and we should care for ours, as we are but in- 
termediary agents between the Creator and the created. To be faithful to our- 
selves is to be faithful to our God. To care for our offspring is to be faithful to 
our trust, and he who is faithful over a few shall become ruler over many. 

One day when one of our youngest children was about two years and a half 
old, a condition of disappointment resulted in a fit of baby passion, that reached 
into primary ugliness. A look of pain and disappointment checked the little ugli- 
ness for a moment, then it broke out again. A few words, lovingly, encourag- 
ingly spoken failed to readi her heart A little more firmness, but none the less 
love, checked the storm for a moment. Ttien it broke out again, and we told her 
she was disobeying her papa. That papa was papa, and must not be disobeyed, 
that papa knew all about it and knew how baby was hurt in her heart, and if she 
would come to papa's arms he would make her well. We did not seek to bear 
down upon her with a will power that could have broken her inner life, nor were 
we in the least anger. It was a giant with a rose bud. We lifted her mentally 
into our hearts. "She came to our arms, pillowed her head on our breast, 
reached her little arms about our neck, put her baby lips for a kiss. We bath^ 
her head to cool the blood, kissed the little tears away from her eyes, absorbed the 
grief from her heart, told her that she was a good child even if she had disobeyed, 
and the storm was over. It was a little storm for us, but a great storm for her, as 
it swept over her soul, as would tons of grief over ours. Then we kissed her littlt» 
hands and told her, so that she understood, that she was a darling and that papa 
would always love and protect her, that in papa's arms and on papa's bosom 
she was as safe as in the arms <^ mamma or good angels, that papa would always 
love her and that she would always do as papa wished her to. Her soul drank 
in the lesson. 'She said she would always do what papa wanted, and then went 
to sleep. 

CSiildren can be killed by brute floroe, of will, or of musde. They are quick 
to obey or disobey, as they are helped or excited. We believe it wrong to whip, cuff, 
knock, thump, tongue-lash, harrow and torture children. Children are not little 
braits. They are not poor, wicked littie sinners. They are not born to hell or perdi- 
tion. They are all children of God, and if they err it is under the teachings of rant, 
cant and ignorance. If they become other than manifestations of good, or good- 
ness, it is because they are bent down, crushed, deceived, abused and belittled by 
their parents. The parent who leacliee ihis child that it is a sinner bom out of 
sin, makes a fearful mistake, as children are not sinners; and as they are vAl 
born out of God, they cannot be descended from any power or initiatory of error. 

We should rule by reason; by using the brains in our head rather than the 
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sticks <m the ground. * We shoold at the earliest moment enter into and take 
possession of the heart of our child, and guide, not destroy it. We should tell 
it how to be good, how to be lovable, how to be happy; enter into its childish 
games; teach it to think and lift it to love; fill its soul with love and pride in 
being physically and mentally clean; try to develop the good and help it to kill 
down, to grow ouit of and away from the bad that the dhlld picks up, not be- 
cause it is tMid, but because it is new and novel. 

It is cruel, wicked, to whip children as some parents do. One light blow of 
the switch, one little touch of the wand is punishment. Every blow after punish > 
ment is brutality. Often in childhood we have been struck. One touch of a switch 
we have often admitted the justice of, but we never could come to see how that 
a succession of blows, laid on until the skin was in welts and drops of blood stood 
out like scarlet buds, made us better. On the contrary. As blows by the score 
have been rained on our back we grew into that rebellion that ended in the birth 
of revenge. PunifiOnment is right, but brutality is cowardly and detrimental. Never 
let it see us in anger. Anger begets anger, and then comes revenge in the path of 
injustice. The wisest parent never need a rod or instrument of torture. One 
day our child willfully disobeyed, and we had to punish her severely. For an 
hour there was a contest, will against will. Little rebellion against strong, lov- 
ing firmness. The wave dashing against the rock. There were no blows, no scold- 
ing, no building up of ugliness or unreasonableness. After a while two little feet 
brought a body up to our rocking ohair. Two little hands lifted and helped the 
body up quietly behind us. Two little eyes came over our shoulder. Two little 
arms came about our neck, and a little voice said : *'Papa, please love me : I'se 
good now.'* Then we put our books away and had such a make-up. And so, by 
love, kindness, firmness, will power, and not by brute force, we win the love, th3 
respect, the confidence and the regard of our little ones. Let us never promise 
them anything we do not perform. Do not notice all their little blue moods, ex- 
cept to lift them gently out of them. Let us guide rather thaa punish, and so 
live that our sweet little darlings can say: **I'se going to marry papa, 'cause 
he's so good to me." 



REVIEW. 

Alabama — ^With a few minor exceptions, good health has prevailed among the 
Elders, and excellent work has teen done throughout the Conference. The city 
of Ensley has been canvassed, several street meetings being held. On the 8th 
inst., one repentant believer was led into the waters of baptism by EMder Jesse F. 
Bean. The convert was a lady who had never heard the Elders preach, but had 
been investigating the doctrine since last winter. Elder L. E. Harris, being the 
Gospel a m bassa d or who first induced her to read the tracts and books and prove 
the truth or falsity of the doctrine, and the testimony (he bore. The Vesult was as 
it will be with all who investigate the message from an unprejudiced standpoint-. 
At the water's edge a service was held. Elders J. A. Paton and J. E. Gee spoke 
on ''Authority," and the "Necessity of Water Baptism." A sacramental service was 
held at the home of her father, where the member was confirmed. The attitude 
of the people generally is quite friendly in E)nsley. In Birmingham, Elders Bean 
and Paton were set upon by an angry crowd and barely escaped a serious mob- 
bing by getting out of the way as quickly as possible. After the street meeting 
several had asked questions, which were being answered, when some of the by- 
standers b^?an making very insulting personal remarks relating to polygamy. In 
retaliation. Elder Paton thoughtlessly replied, and what he said was taken person- 
ally. In a moment he was being struck and kicked by the ones who considered th'3 
remaric made to them. During a short respite the Elders moved off and before the 
disorderly element realized it, the objects of their fury had disappeared. The police- 
man stood by and coolly watdied the outrage. Street preaching has been re- 
sumed, but no discussion afterward. Investigators are invited to the rooms of 
the Elders who will willingly answer all questions. Elders C. E. Moore and C. 
W. Smith found a member of the Church in Colbert county, who had not seen 
an Elder for ten years. She was still a faithful Latter-Day Saint. At Dickson 
Elder Smith baptised his brother who had come there from Tennessee to visit 
him. Elders are laboring in Phoenix and Selma. The work in Montgomery has 
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i)eon suspended for the season. Our force has been strengttiened by the arrival 
of three new Elders. The Elders are well and seem to be enjoying the spirit of 
their calling. 

East Tennessee — ^Pres. Broadbent and Elder Barker visited Elders Walker 
and lioyle in Hawkins county. They are doing a good work and many new friends 
have been made, even among those who were once bitter. On September 28 
Elders John and Barker started for Unicoi county, to finish canvassing there. 
While on the way Elder John was released to return home on account of the ill- 
ness of his wife, leaving October 2. We will miss Elder John very much and 
pray our Heavenly Father to bless Sister John and restore her to health and 
strength. On October 1 Elders Taylor, Jensen, Broadbent and Miller held two 
meetings on the streets of Raytown, t>eing unable to get a school liouse or church 
to speak in. Large crowds came out to hear the Elders, and as a result of their 
work several are investigating the Gospel, and some who were bitter are asking the 
Elders to hold Fall Conference there. Elders Johnson and Etherington report that 
good work is being done in Cocke county. The people there are asking for a Sun- 
day Sch€ol to be organized at Bybee. After visiting 'Saints of Carter, Elder 
Miller went with Elder Barker into Unicoi and Pres. Broadbent went to Chatta- 
nooga to work on Conference records. On October 15 Pres. Broadbent and Elder 
P. C. Winter baptised six honest souls of South Chattanooga, the latter officiating. 
On October 17 Elders Broadbent, Oldroyd and Fillmore left Chattanooga for 
Chucky City, where they will meet Elders Ball and McGavin coming from Ken- 
tucky and Elder Pulley from Mississippi. Our work is progressing and the Elders 
are all well. We feel very much encouraged over wihat is being accomplished. 

Florida — Pres. Ben E. Rich and Elder Chas. L. French visited the Elders and 
Saints in Jacksonville September 24. Pres. Rich made the visit to see how we 
were getting along with the Church being erected here. The Elders who are 
building the house will have it finished by the last of October. The Sunday these 
brethren were here we held two very successful meetings at the home of one of 
our friends, Mrs. Sellers. The majority of the Sadnts and friends attended the 
services, and all enjoyed the sermons delivered by Pres. Rich and Elder French. 
The Elders in the Conference are all in fairly good health. Pres. C. E. Ferrin and 
Elder S. E. Peterson are visiting Saints in the southern county of Georgia, which 
is part of this conference. They are meeting with success and enjoying their trip. 

Georgia — ^This nM>nth closes with general good health throughout the Con- 
ference, althougih Pres. Jensen has been in bed for several days with malaria. 
His condition at present, however, is greatly improved. Two of the Elders have 
been afflicted with boils, but one of them is better at this writing. Elder Whiting, 
who has been released to return home, has been a faithful, energetic worker, and 
won the confidence and love of all with w<hom he labored. Street meetings are 
still being carried on in the cities of Atlanta, Macon and Augusta. The Augusta 
Elders have been disturbed a time or two by a Methodist preacher, who also de- 
livered a tirade of falsehoods against our people from his pulpit. The same old 
stories were repeated by him. 'Six souls have been added to the Church by bap- 
tism since last writing. 

Kentucky — During the month seven more honest souls applied for baptism 
and were led into the water by the Elders. T^e reports were very good until the 
latter part of the month, at which time the Elders were hindered somewhat on 
recount of rain and cold weather. On the first of October Elder Jos. A. Young 
was transferred from Ohio to Kentucky, and in company with Elder Walker went 
to Leitchfield to labor. On October 6, Elder Geo. A. Presoott arrived in 'Louisville 
to labor in the Kentucky Conference. Previous to this he had been laboring in 
Mississippi. Pres. Geo. R. Crockett and Elder Jas. S. Webster arrived in Louis- 
ville October 16, after visiting the Elders and many of the Saints in the western 
part of the state. The Elders all report being well at present and all seem to 
be enjoying their labors. 

Mississippi — ^Tlie report of the month is very good, considering the health 
of the Elders and the quarantine regulations to contend with. Elders E. D. Buc- 
hannan and D. A. Tidwell baptized a young man at Pearl River, Lawrence coun- 
ty, on October 17. Pres. E. D. Buchannan and Elder D. A. Tidwell arrived in 
Meridian after a two months* absence and found all well. Elders M. Anderson 
and David Powell have notified Pres. E. D. Buchannan that the Saints and friends 
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of Millville, ^ladiscHi county, are desirous of having a meeting-house built there, 
and had offered to contribute one hundred and fifty dollars toward building it. All 
the EXders are improving in health and there is an increase in meetings held. Elder 
Hatch is still sick with chills and fever, but we hope for his improvement. Elders 
Hopkins and Liljenquist reposed one baptism at Laws Hill, Marshall county. 

Middle Tennesseb — The month opened up with all the Elders enjoying goo^l 
health. EHders J. F. Brown and Jos H. Walton made a visit to Covington, Wil- 
liamson county, on the 29th uit., and held some very successful meetings, returning 
to Nashviile on the 3rd inst. Elders Grant and Shields left Nashville on the 3r(i 
inst, for Lawrence county, where they were going to visit Saints and friends and 
meet some of the Elders. On October 1 Elder Roberts and Pierce had the op- 
portunity of baptising another honest investigator. The candidate bears testi- 
mony that it was in answer to his prayer that the Elders came to his house. He 
said that he humbled himself and asked the Lord if the Mormon Elders were 
preaching the true Oospel, and if they were he requested that some Elders would 
be sent to his home. In answer to his prayer Elders Roberts and Pierce put in 
their appearance and he was baptized at the hands of Elder Pierce. On October 
16 and 17 Elders Grant, J. G. Shields, A. O. Jackson, T. A. Walton, S. W. Bills 
and O. P. Oallister held a Branch Conference at Bro. Pamplin*s, Lawrence county, 
where they had a good time and held some very successful meetings. Elder J. G. 
Shields and Pres. Grant met Elders J. B. Woodward. J. W. Gillman, A. O. Jack- 
son, Thos. A. Walton, O. P. Callister and S. W. Bills at Dunn, Tenn., where 
there are some Saints and friends, and held a Branch Conference. Six public 
meetings and one sacramental meeting were held. We find that moc^h interest is 
being taken by some in the search for truth and some fruits will be gathered in 
this part of the Lord's vineyard in due time. The Elders are all able to travel 
and carry glad tidings of great joy to the doors of the honest in heart, except Elder 
Woodward who has a rising under his arm, which will not permit him to carry 
his grip. 

NoBTii Oabolina — Some time ago Elders Petty and Bales dedicated Hender- 
son county to the work of the Lord. They entered the county and were successful 
for a shoit time, baptiiing four honest souls, but soon the tide of persecution 
began to roll upon them. They saw tacked on the door of the building in which 
they intended holding a meeting, a notice telling them to **get" out of the 
county. They did not leave at this time, but went on in a humble way, 
doing what the Lord had sent them to do. But threatenJngs of their 
being mobbed were given them continually, and the people closed their 
doors on the Elders, so that they were able to do but little good. Thry 
were in consequence assigned to other localities in which more good may be ac- 
<.*omplished. Pres. Johnson and Elder Young visited Saints and friends at !Mt. 
Airy, Surry county, holding four very successful meetings, which were well at- 
tended. There are three local Elders at this place, who are doing a good work. 
EUders Fitt and Burbidge were called to Wilmington to administer to the sick, a 
distance of eighteen miles. 

Ohio — On September 21, Elders Erickson and Crossley baptissed John Mullen 
and wife of Spring Valley, who have been investigators for more than a year. On 
SeptOTober 28 Elders O. K. Conrad and BI P. Moser baptized J. H. Smith and 
wife, of Cincinnati. An important feature of the Ohio work is that of recan- 
vassing every second week the districts canvassed the week previous. Cold weath- 
er is playing its part in tihe stopping of street meetings, thus causing a falling 
off in reports. However, it gives room for more spirited canvassing. All the 
Elders are enjoying good health. The work in Dayton will be recommenced by 
Eiders Crossley and Stoddard. 

South Carolina — This month is one of fair weather and prosperous as to 
fall reaping. On account of continuous stomach trouble. Elder M. C. Smith is 
transferred to Oohmibia City for treatment and rest. While Elders J. Finlinson 
and R. R. Siepert were traveling through Saluda county, two rough looking men 
passed them on wagons. Wlien the Elders caught up with them the men stopped 
them and ordered them out, but by reasoning with them they were permitted to 
pass through the county. The Saints and friends of Columbia have been greatly 
bereaved this month by the loss of two of the babies of Sunday School Superin- 
tendent P. W. Turner, within ten days of each other, which caused a gloom of 
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sorrow to shadow all. The funeral services were held by Elders Smith and Boam. 
Fifteen baptisms are reported this month, five by Elder Jas. Nelson, Pres. R. Ray 
Nixon five, Elder J. H. Cook two, Eilder J. Finlineon two, and Elder N. J. Wadley 
one. iMiB Mary f^igiht, a twenty-year friend to the EUders, passed away at her 
home August 11. She was 71 years old and a faithful, good woman. Altli«-mgh 
she did not join the Church, she has acted the part of a mother to the Elders, 
and 'her death will be regretted by many wbo have returned home as well as by us. 
Our conference is in "apple pie** order. The Elders who have been sick are again 
on their feet, and I feel confident that we will begin to increase our reports. The 
weather is getting more favorable for our work, and oor Elders are becoming more 
energetic and are fighting more valiantly for the cause of truth. The Lord is open- 
ing up our way and we feel to rejoice at His goodness. Tomorrow we again per- 
form the ordinance of baptism to two applicants, which will make eleven in the 
city of Columbia this year, and more are nearing the point of applying. Elders 
J. Finlinson and R. R. Seipert were called to Beaver Dam, Aiken county, to ad- 
minister to Sister Alice B. Herron's daughter. When they arrived there they 
found several of the family sick. They were asked to administer to them, which 
they did. The next morning they were all up and singing. 

ViBOixiA — Elder O. F. Weight, who has been sick with the fever since the 
16th ult., continues to improve slowly, and is now able to sit up in bed a short 
time each day. Elder L. R. Baker, who underwent an operation, is now feeling 
much better. Elders J. H. Gibbs and F. P. Whitney have recently come to this 
city, being unable to stand the country work. Dr. W W. Dunnan, an eminent 
ph.^-sician, has examined them, and they may have to accept treatment from him. 
Elder A. L. Jones has returned 'home during the past month on account of sick- 
ness. With those exceptions, the Elders are feeHng well and in their letters ex- 
press a desire to continue on in the work they have begun. On 'September 24 
Eiders G. L. Morrison and L. R. Baker preached funeral sermons over the remains 
of the infant daughter cf Bro. and Sister H. W. Rucker, at Windy, Amherst 
county. The same day Elder T. T. '^lendenhall and companions organized a Sun- 
day sohool at Mountain Lake, Giles county, with Charles Smith as superintetid- 
ent, and an enrollment of thirty pupils. Bro. J. W. Goins and son, while laborng 
in the shops at Pulaski City, were both killed by the explosion of powder. Bro. 
Goins leaves a wife, who is also a member of the Church and a number of friends 
to mourn his departure. Pres. C. L. Pritchett has been holding a number of 
meetings in the Church at Mountain Lake, and also at Ellendale, Smyth county, 
much good being accomplished. He has baptized seven souls there. Our Con- 
ference headquarters have been changed from 404 North Twelfth street, to 1420 
East Main street, Richmond, Va. 



NOTES FROM THE FIELD. 

Sister Virginia E. Preecott, of Conoley, Fla., writes: "The Saints in this 
part of the Mission are all well, though there has been much sickness. I think It 
is due to the large rainfall we have had this summer. It has rained here for three 
months, almost incessantly. We have lost lots of our crops, which have rotted 
in the fields. Yet I must say God is very merciful to His children, yet how 
ready we are to complain, which only shows our weakness. We need to be 
chastened, so as we can see more clearly our weakness. I owe much to God, and 
am willing to forsake much for my Master's sake. I am pleased with the Joubnal. 
I get from its pages so many grand lessons and so much va)uable information. It 
tells me of all the changes in the Mission, and the number of Elders coming and 
going. Those who are sick always have my secret prayers, that God will give 
them health and strength." 



"Elder Jacob A. Paton of the Alabama Conference, writes: "At a meeting 
held in the city of Athens, lUa.. recently by Elder David Larsen and me, I spoke 
upon the subject of *Salvation for the Dead.* My remarks were maliciously 
falsified to the inhabitants of the city by a Baptist minister, who, not being satisfied 
with misrepresenting my sermon, began a personal attack upon my character. I 
immediately called upon the reverend (?) gentleman at his home for the purpose 
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of correcting his uncalled-for assaults, and to furnish him with Scriptural proof 
in support of my sermon. After a short interview he said if I was looking for 

trouble I could d eoon find it. He was filled with anger and reached for a 

knife and started after me. For the protection of my life I give credit to his two 
daughters, who held firmly their enraged father while I made my way safely from 
bis residence." 



L. N. Hune of Emery, Utah, has 300 apres of fine farming land and personal 
property, valued at over $5,000, which he wants to exchange for property in ♦^ho 
South, as he has to move here for his health. 



ARRIVALS. 

The following Elders arrived in Chattanooga on October 15, 1905 : 

Paris Leoan Fillmore, of Burrville. Utah; William Thomas Litster. Cleve- 

fand, Utah; Wallace Aird Macdonald, Mesa, Ariz.; Fred Elmer Willardson, 

May field, Utah ; Lemuel Wm. Willis, Kanarra, Utah ; Hugh P. Sellers, Manassa, 

Col.; Isaac Willard Oldroyd, Glenwood, Utah; John Henry Bagley, Baker City, 

Ore.; George W. Miller, Helper, Utah. 

The following Elders reached Chattanooga October 22, 1005 : 

Royal Moroni Jeppson, of Brigham City, Utah ; IMoroni Franklin Savage, Hen- 

rierville, Utah; Lawrence Egbert Nelson, Crescent, Utah; John Joseph Lyon, 

Basalt, Idaho; David Smith Rowley, Helper, Utah. 

The following Elders arrived in Oiattanooga on October 29, 1905 : 

James L. Oman, Mount Pleasant, Utah; William A. Wells, Joseph City, 

Utah; Alma Murphy, Salina, Utali; Henry Isaac Mills, Centreville, Utah; Geo. 

M. Gooch, Preston, Idaho. 



APPOINTMENTS. 



Elders L. E. Nelson and J. J. Lyon have been appointed to labor in the 
Florida Conference. 

Elders D. S. Rowley, R. M. Jeppson, and M. F. Savage have been appointed 
to labor in the Mississippi Conference. 

Elders F. B. Willardson, H. P. Sellers, and L. W. Willis have been ap- 
pointed to labor in the Alabama Conference. 

Elders J. H. Bagley and G. W. Miller have been appointed to labor in the 
Middle Tennessee Conference. 

Elder W. A. (Macdonald has been api>ointed to labor in the Virginia Conference. 

Elder W. T. Litster has been appointed to labor in tihe Ohio Conference. 

Elders I. W. Oldroyd and O. L. Fillmore have been appointed to labor in the 
East Tennessee Conference. * 

Elders James L. Oman, William A. Wells and Henry Isaac Mills, have been 
appointed to lat>or in the South Carolina Conference. 

E!1ders Alma Murphy and George M. Groocfa have been appointed to labor in 
the Georgia Conference. 



RELEASES. 

Elder J. A. Brown has been honorably released trom traveling in the Georgia 
Conference and returned home October 24. 

Elder Geo. R. Williams returned home October 11. His release has already 
been published. 

Elder A. H. Pierce returned home October 17. Has release also has been 
published. 



TRANSFERS. 



Elder Chester E. Pulley has been transferred from the Mississippi to tlie 
East Tennessee Conference. 

Elders Lyman J. Ball and Lorin McGarvin have been transferred from Ken- 
tucky to the East Tennessee Conference. 
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BepoH of Misnon Cof^erenees for Two Weeks Ending October Sly 1905. 
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TO THE ELDERS IN THE SOUTH. 

JAMES H. WAUJS. 

Fear not, though the frowns of a proud, scoffing world 

May greet you in doing the right ; 
Press on in your mission, thou^ on you is hurled 

The taunts of the ignorajit wight. 
The wicked have e'er sought the right to assail. 
To crush down the meek, worse than dust in their trail, 
But truth is still mighty, and yet will prevail. 

And Saints of the Lord shall be free I 

Let the proud monarch rule while the day is his own ; 

Let him laugh at the truth while he may. 
But tomorrow's the Lord's, and 'twill see his proud throne 

And His sceptre and crown waste away. 
For God will not suffer the rich to oppress 
The righteous, without them obtaining redress, 
But soon shall they glories and power possess, 

When Saints of the Lord shall be free. 

Let the. proud point the finger of scorn in your face, 
Let them jeer as you strive for the right ; 

Let the despot endeavor to bring you disgrace. 
And bind you in tyranny's might ; 

'IVill be but a moment ere to your glad sight 

The heavens will open, in splendor so bright — 

Jehovah descend in His power and might, 
To set all His faithful ones free. 

Then press boldly on, though despised of the world; 

'Mid the frowns of the rich seek the crown ; 
Let the banner of truth and right be unfurled — 

No power shall e'er cast it down; 
Sing praises, give thanks to the Lord as you go. 
Heed not the contempt and the taunts of the foe ; 
But in life's grand mission the truth gladly sow, 

'Till Saii^s of the Lord shall be free. 
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" Tkimt who have not been enclosed in the vxdk of prison^ wUhoui cause or provocation^ can 
have but littieidea how sweet the voice of a friend is! One token of friendship from any source 
whatever awakens and calls into action every sympathelie feeling; it brings up in an instant 
everything that is passed; it seizes the present with the avidity of lightning; it grasps after the 
future with the fierceness of a tiger; it moves the mind backward and forward^ from one thing 
to another^ until finally all enmity , maHce and hatred, and past differences^ misunderstandings 
and mismanagements are slain victorious at the feet of hope," — Joseph Smith, in Liberty 
(Mo.) Jail, March 25, 1839. 

Vol. III. November 15, 1905. No. 6. 



DESCRIPTION OF THE GREAT TEMPLE AT SALT LAKE CITY. 



HOLINESS TO THE LORD. 

IJIF HOUSE OP THE LORD, BUILT BY THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY 

SAINTS. COMMENCED APRIL 6, 1853; COMPLETED APRIL 6, 1893. 

(Aibore are the words Inscribed on a stone tablet on the east center tower 

of the Temple.) 

No object in Salt Lake Oity excites greater interest in the minds of strangers 
than the Temple, which has been erected there by the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day faints. It elicits expressions of wonderment because of its beautiful 
.vet massive proportions, unique architecture^ and evident costliness. Numerous 
questions a-re asked concerning the structure, the purposes for which it has been 
built, and why none but members of the Church are permitted to enter its pre- 
cincts. This article has been compiled, from authentic sources, to satisfy 
all reasonable inquiries in relation to these matters. 

Four days after the arrival of the Pioneers on the barren site of this now 
lovely city, July 28th, 1847, President Brigham Young, while walking over the 
ground w^th some of his associates, suddenly stopped, .and, striking the point of 
his cane into the parched soil, exclaimed, "Here we will build the Temple of 
our €rod." His prophetic words were noted by his companions, and Apostle (af- 
terward President) Wilford Woodruff drove a wooden stake into the small hole 
made by the point of President Young's cane. On the evening of the same day, 
the ten acres selected for the Temple Block were marked out, and it was de- 
cided that the future city should surround that square. 

In April, 1851, the members of the Church — assembled in general conference 
—voted unanimously to build the Temple. February 14, 1853, after the site for 
the great structure was surveyed, the block was solemnly dedicated, and ground 
broken ior tl^ foundation of the Temple. On April 6th of the same year, the 
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corner stones of the Temple were laid, with impressive ceremonies, amid great 
rejoicing of the assembled multitude. 

Unknown to those who E>urvcyed the site for the building, the wooden stake 
driven into the ground by Wilford Woodruff, on the 28th of July, 1847, marked 
the center of the plot laid out by them. 

It should ever be remembered that this magnificent structure was planned, 
and its erection begun, by a small nun>ber of despoiled and destitute people, at 
a time when they were struggling for existence in the midst of adverse sur- 
roundings. We shall not enumerate the many seemingly insurmountable obstacles 
which, from time to time, hindered the progress of the stupendous undertaking; 
but it may well be said that the completed Temple is a monument of faith and 
work unparalleled in the world's history. 

The Temple is built of gray granite taken from a mountain of that endur- 
ing material at the mouth of Little Oottonwood canyon, twenty miles southeast 
of the city. Many blocks of granite in the walls are so large that four yoke of 
oxen were required to haul each of them, occupying four days in transit. TKiis 
process of hailing rock -by ox-teams, from the quarry to the Temple site, was so 
slow and expensive that President Young decided to have a canal constructed to 
carry the rock by boats. Accordingly, the canal was dug, at great cost, from the 
mouth of Little Cottonwood canyon across the bench land, to an outlet in City 
Creek, near the Temple block. But in 1873, before the canal was sufilciently 
comp^leted to be made available for the main purpose in view, a line of railroad 
was laid which supplanted this contemplated use of the canal. The latter has 
since been used to great advantage in conveying a large supply of water from 
Jordan River to the City. 

•Some idea of the massiveness of the building, and of the enormous amount 
of rock used in its construction, may be obtained from the following figures: 
Foundation, or footing waH, sixteen feet wide and eight feet deep ; basement walls, 
eight feet thick; upper story walls, six feet thick. 'ITie extreme length of the 
building is 186% feet; extreme width, 118^^ feet. Height of side walls on main 
building, 107% feet; east center tower 210 feet high; west center tower, 204 
feet. Inverted arches are constructed in the foundation, to distribute evenly the 
enormous pressure of the massive walls. The entire area is 21,850 feet. 

The architecture of the Temple is composite and original. The six towers, 
three on the east and three on the west, are built entirely of granite. Within 
each of the four comer towers there is a spiral staircase. There are 172 granite 
steps, and four landings, in each of these stairways. Each step is six feet long, 
and weighs over 1,700 pounds. 

On the capstone of the east center tower is a hammered copper statue, 
twelve feet five and one^alf inches in height, heavily gilded with pure gold leaf. 
It represents the angel Moroni blowing a trumpet, proclaiming the restoration 
of the Gospel. (See Book of Mormon.) 

The largest dressed rocks in the building are known as the '"Eiarth Stones." 
They are at the base of the buttresses, near the level of the ground, on each 
side of the basement windows, fifty of them in all. Ekich of these blocks of granite 
is five and one-half feet high, four and one-half feet wide, and twenty inches 
thick, and weighs over three tons. On each of them is carved, in bas-relief, a 
globe three feet eleven inches in diameter. They cost, when finished, about ^300 
each. 

The "Moon Stones" are also fifty in number, inserted in the buttresses in 
line with the top of the first row of oval windows. These stones are carved to 
represent the different phases of the moon. 

On the buttresses above the "Moon Stones," in line with the top of the upper 
row of oval windows, are the "Sun Stones," fifty in number. 

Nearly all the keystones of the windows and doors in the building are orna- 
mented with a beautifully cut five-pointed star. There are also stars carved on 
the face of a large number of other granite stones prominent in various parts of 
the structure. 

On the facade of the middle tower at the west end of the building, in line 
with toe battlements, is carved the seven stars forming the constellation of Ursa 
Major, the Great Bear, or Dipper, with the pointers directed, as nearly as possi- 
ble, toward the North Star. 
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The keystones of the lower windows of the east and west center towers have 
inscribed on them the words of the Lord, "I am Alpha and Omega." Below these 
kejrstones is carved the emblem of Clasped Hands, and on the stones at the top 
of the upper windows in t}ie same towers is depicted the awe-inspiring symbol of 
the Allseeing £^e. 

At the top of the buttresses of the east center tower are carved representa- 
tions of rays of light emanating from clouds. 

It may be of interest to note the meaning that the Latter-day Saints attach 
to some of the architectural features herein described. 

The three towers at the eastern end, or front, of the building are each six 
feet higher than the corresponding towers at the west ead. These three eastern 
lowers represent the three Presiding High Priests of the lOhurch, wbo constitute 
the First Presidency, whose special province it is to supervise the spiritual affairs 
of the Church. In !iko manner, the three towers at the west end represent the 
Presiding Bishopric of the Church, whose duty it is to supervise its temporal 
interests. 

The angel <Moroni, whose statue crowns the highest pimnacle of the Tnnple, 
was the heavenly messenger who appeared to the Prophet Joseph Smith, pro- 
claiming the re-establishment of the Kingdom of God in this age, and gave to him 
the plates of the Book of Mormon, which book contains the fullness of the Ever- 
lasting Gospel. The coming of Moroni marked the fulfillment of the prophecy 
•contained in Rev. 14: 

6. And I saw another ange) fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlastluff 
gospel to prefl<*!h luito them that dwc 1 on the earth, and to every nation, and 
kinared, and tongue, and people. 

7. Saying with a loud voice. Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his 
Judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and 
the fountains of water. 

The stones representing nays of light streaming from the midst of clouds 
indicate Gospel light dispelling the clouds of error which had enshrouded the 
world, Isaiah 60: 

2. For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the peop ; 
bat the Lord lAiall arise upon thee, and bis glory shall be seen upon thee. 

The stones representing the sun, earth, moon and numerous stars, are alle- 
gorical emblems of the conditions to which the resurrected souls of mankind will 
be assigned, when aB are judged "according to their works." 1 Cor. 15 : 

40. There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial; but the glory of the ce- 
lestial Is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. 

41. There is one glory of the sun, and another of the moon, and another of the 
stars; for one star dUIereth from another star In glory. 

42. So also Is the resurrection of the dead. 

Rev. 20: 

12. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were 
opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of 'life; and the dead were 
Judged out of those things which were written in the books, accOTdlng to their 
works. 

13. And the sea gave up the dead which were in It: and death and hell delivered 
op the dead which were In them; and they were judged every man according to their 
works. 

The depicted constellation of Ursa Major, with the pointers directed to the 
North Star, is intended to remind those in doubt concerning the true way, that 
they should follow the path indicated by the Priesthood. 

The Clasped Hands are emblematic of. the strong union aad brotherly love 
characteristic of Latter-day Saints, through which they have been enabled to ac- 
compiish so much both at home and abroad. 

The grand truth recorded in the Scriptures, **The eyes of the Lord are in 
every place, beholding the evil and the good," is expressed by the symbol of the 
All-seeing Eye. This, with the words, ^'Holiness to the Lord" under it, is often 
seen on buildings owned by latter-day (Saints. 

The neat stone building located near the center of the north wall of the 
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block, having an ornamental smoke stack attached to it, is die boiler house. The 
boilers are underground, and they supply steam for generating power, and hot 
water for heating the Temple. It will be observed that this boiler house is about 
two hundred feet distant from the Temple, thus insuring safety from fire. 

Under the level of the ground, at the west end of the Temple, is the ma- 
chinery room, which contains pumps for the hydraulic power required to operate 
two elevators in the ceiktral west tower; and there are engines and dynamos to 
generate the electric light requisite for the Temple and all other buildings oo 
the same block. 

The elegant white stone building, of oriental architectural design, situated 
about one hundred feet north of the Temple, is named the Annex; and therein 
the people assemble before they are permitted to go into the Temple. The door- 
keeper and recorders have offices in the annex. Each individual who desires to 
enter the Temple is required to present necessary credentials, signed by his re- 
spective Bishop and Stake President, certifying that he is worthy of that great 
privilege. 

At 9 a. m., four Jays weekly, preparatory services are held in a com- 
modious assembly hall in the annex; after which those who are to participate 
in t^e sacred ordinances of the Temple, generally numbering about two hundred 
persons, ilescend a staircase into a well lighted passageway, where they remove 
the shoes worn out-of-doors, and they are then ushered into the splendid roomi^ 
of the Temple basement. 

(To be continued.) 



BETTER IN THE MORNING. 

How much there is in the words, "Better in the Morning." Tonight, before 
coming to a cheery, very pleasant home, where love and harmony are ever g^uesU, 
because invited and welcomed, here to rest outside of mental and business har- 
ness, we went with a kind-hearted physician to an extra charity call. Not u 
palace home, nor a hovel, but to a well-known hospital in the great city of the 
New World. 

O ! The suffering of patients and the mechanicalism of some of the paid 
nurses in hospitals. How glad are we that we have a home, and home loves and 
home comforts all about us. And how thankful that we have never chased dissi- 
pation into hospitals and so on, to the all -one-way road that leads to the Potter's 
field, which though a tnifle lonesome, is a kindlier place than are many to which 
men take their wives, then curse and grumble while God is answering their cal'r 
for children — even the call was unintentional. 

There is a tenement house in the city, but we did not stop there. Six years 
ago on one of the boats, running trips to Coney Island, a fair, well-educated, sho]> 
girl met a stout, ruddy-faced young man, clad in his Sunday best. He appeared 
manly with his easy, reckless swagger. She was beautiful, as out for a half hol- 
iday, and eager to dissolve the memories of the close little store, in which, da> 
after day, she had to sit from morn till night, sewing bits of lace and ribbon.s 
together for those who so love airy nothings. 

The eyes of the young man feasted on her fair form, till anticipation wji? 
kindled. The hpart of the young orphan girl was hungry for love and for the 
beginning of the sweet life that should be for all who are between girlhood and 
the little mound from which humanity steps to the greater uplift of immortality. 
The hunger of her young heart was for a husband, — for someone to lead her forth 
from the little prison pen where herself and her young thoughts were confined. 
She wanted a home and she believed all that the young man told her. 

Why are there not more good rtien in the world to whom girls and women 
can go and ask for advice as to who and what the suitor is? The Sunday best 
too often conceals faults that, like whipped dogs, couch in silence until the victim 
is secured. No man can correctly answer questions concerning men till he hi& 
been around more than one block from home. And O ! the leaps in the dark that 
are made by girls and women, more than by men. 

They were married. For half a year they lived in a snug little house. Tiie 
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green-winged canary sung and swung in his cage. The little wife sang and flitted 
about from room to room. She always had a tidy home, a loving word and a 
sweet kiss for the man who told his shopmates that she was all his own. 

Then they would all take to drink. They told him that as he was married 
and getting on so well, that he could afford to treat — and to treat often. And he 
treated. At the end of €i year he and his wife retreated from the snug little house 
to a four-room apartment flat, and here it was that baby was bom. 

A golden-haired, blue-eyed baby boy that looked the picture of its moth.T. 
True to the principles of heredity, the boy was patterned by its mother. They 
of the shop laughed at the husband, because the boy, as it grew up, did not look 
so much like him as the mother. Then he drank more, worked less, and was \6ry, 
very often late at night from home. He did not tell where he found a bettjr 
place than he had provided as a home, nor did he bring to his home the earnings, 
the health, the hearty greetings that he did before baby came to pick up the tears 
its mother so often let fall, as she thought of the past and began to dread che 
future. 

A few weeks ago they moved in a still poorer place to abide. The way to 
the Potter's Field seems to be all the way down hill, and a rough road at that. 
God pity all who are led, shoved or escorted therein! 

Baby boy bad grown to be four years old. To dress him well his mother 
took in work — anything that educated fingers and a needle could do. Drink! 
drink! drink! How it did eat the lining of goodness and of kindness fr<Mn the 
man who started so well in life! What little he earned went for drink. He 
brought it into the house by the bottleful. Two days ago he came home very 
drunk. In his pocket a pint bottle of intoxicating abomination, bought from one 
to whom a Christian society had sold the iright to sell. The husband went to bod 
in a drunken stupor. The wife with tears coming up from her heart along the 
well-worn way, put the bottle aside and went out to borrow a pailful of coal. 
While she was out, though it was but a moment, the baby boy got hold of the 
bottle, drank from it, and when the mother came in was dividing his time between 
drinking and making faces of doubt, inquiry and disgust. Quickly she took the 
bottle away, and would have thrown it out of doors, but oft had her husbiind 
beaten her for so doing. 

In an hour the child was in convulsions. The poison it had taken was too 
much for the stomach not yet used to such abuse. The husband lay in a drunken 
stupor, as was his nightly wont. A good woman near by ran for a doctor. The 
child grew worse and worse. There was little of things for comfort, and che 
child was, by the order of physicians, taken to the hospital. 

There it was placed in the care of a kind nurse, one who was also a mother, 
and a loving one. The two mothers watched over the little sufferer, and prayed 
over him and for him. Another physician was sent for, and with a friend h-^ 
hurried away to see what he could do, if anything. 

The shades of night were falling over the city as into the heart of the dis- 
tracted mother. All the day long had the little sufferer been making his way by 
convulsive steps to the arms of the angels, ever outstretched to bear the little on ^s 
on to the better home. The motheir said he would live here on earth because Jhe 
wished it. The good nurse did not say nay, but knew better. The hour for closing . 
came. The rules are that none can stay after the hour. The visiting doctor and 
friend looked at the little sufferer so near to the end of its brief journey. 

**Now, madam, you must go. Tears will avail you nothing. See, the others 
who are ill must not be disturbed.'* 

"And how will it be when I come in the morning?" 

"Better — ^yes, better in the morning." 

*************** 

The good doctor led her away to the den of despair. No fire, no food, but 
an empty bed and an empty bottle. The husband had gone long, long since. Tht> 
man that was once a model of a husband had become the abject slave of the 
saloon. Thither, the neighbors said, he had gone. 

In ten minutes after the mother was thus forced to leave, the eyes of the 
dying child opened and it called: 
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"Mamma ! Mamma !'' 

Then it lifted its little arms to clasp the neck of the kind-hearted nurse, and 
in an instant the spirit had gone. 

Early to the Savior's tomb went Mary. Early to the hospital went the wrung- 
out mother. "Is he better?" 

Yes. "Better in the morning." The morning of the second life, or second 
chapter of the first life. Oh, it was pitiful to see the nearly insane motuer, 
or what was left of the wreck, weeping, sobbing, kissing the lips, the eyes, the 
face of the lost darling, till she too was led away to a ward in the hospital, 
there to hover for days between death that is ever an angel of mercy to all who 
suffer and are robbed of the love all of earth are entitled to. 

They bore the little boy away to the Potter's Field. And there, too, will 
probably go the mother. And after that the father. 

"Better in the morning." Yes, so much better. And what a blessed morning 
it will be, when the spirit is no more environed by weakness and dissipation. 
Then those who suffer in this life, will have their tears dried and their hearts 
healed. When the mothers whose lives are thus wrecked, and the dear liitlo 
children who are so robbed, and robbed, and robbed by dissipating, cruel, pab- 
sionate, fault-finding, child-abusing fathers, will be in better care than while on 
earth. The beautiful morning where the spirt will not have to pay homage to or 
crouch before unkindness. Where God will draw the line between those who suf- 
fered here and the flowery fields in which they will find homes builded for them, 
and the sands on the shore where must wait the abusers and the leaders astray 
of humanity till eternal justice is satisfied and the culprit is made to begin the 
new life over there as a mere child. — Selected. 



THE PERSONAL APPEARANCE OF THE SAVIOR. 

BY ELDEB GEOBOE BEYT90LDS. 

• In the days when the Savior was on earth the art of photography was un- 
known, and we have no authentic record that His portrait was ever painted 
during His lifetime. Consequently we have no portrait of the Redeemer that 
can be relied on. The pictures we have of Him are largely works of fancy, tinged, 
as a rule, by the religious faith of the artist. And as most of the men who painted 
the pictures now in existence lived from one to two thousand years after the 
Savior's death and resurrection, there is no need for saying that they differ very 
greatly and no one man could resemble them all. 

Quite lately it has become somewhat common for paintings illustrating the 
earthly life of the Son of God to represent Him and His surroundings as near 
as possible to what historical research causes us to believe were the actual con- 
ditions existing in Palestine at the time He dwelt among mankind. Previously 
no attempt had been made to obtain historical or geographical accuracy. The old 
masters had souls above such details as time, place or condition. They painted 
Christ as a red-haired, bare-headed man marching through the streets of a Grer- 
man village, or seated by an Italian villa with the utmost complacency; they 
put stoga boots on the feet of the disciples and armed the Roman soldiers with 
blunderbusses; and the painters of later years followed largely in their foot- 
steps so far as the pea-son of Christ is concerned. He is almost universally rep- 
resented as a somewhat effeminate and sentimental young man with long flowing 
locks, a weakling in body with few traces on his face of the strength of character 
within. All this is wrong, the Christ was not red-haired, nor effeminate, neither 
was he a dyspeptic, nor a dreamy sentimentalist ; the Being who drove the money 
changers out of the Temple was no weakling. Of the rather better class of the 
ordinary picture is that of *'Christ blessing little children," but it contains a 
number of the foolish inaccuracies above referred to. Oan any one of ordinary 
common sense conceive of the Savior traveling from one end of Palestine to the 
other bare-headed, with the fierce sun of that semi-tropical region beating down 
upon him? • 
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When we consider the parentage of Jesus we should naturally expect that 
all the evidences of perfect vitality would be manifested in his face and body. 
There would be no signs of torpid liver, an inactive stomach, or a weak heart. 
He would be a vigorous, deep diested, i)road shouldered man, with well cut 
features and above the medium height, with his bodily energies developed through 
a life of youthful labor in Joseph's carpenter shop at Nazareth. Those to whom 
He has manifested Himself in this generation, who have said anything on this 
point, state that He appeared to them to be not less than six feet in height. It 
must be admitted, without argiuuent, that if Jesus inherited any predisposition 
or tendency to ibodily weakness or disease, which we do not believe, it must have 
come from his mother's side — to think otherwise is absurd. 

Of the appearance of the Father of Jesus it would savor of sacrilege to 
speak in association with the question under consideration; but we are told this 
much, thac the Son was the express image of His Father's person ( Hebrews 1:3.) 
On the other hand we are not l^t to tradition to determine the x)ersonal appear- 
ance of the Virgin Mary. She was among the most beautiful women that ever 
graced the earth. Nephi, the son of Lehi, in his prophetic vision saw her, and 
he speaks of her as "a virgin, most beautiful and fair above all other virgins." 
(I Nephi 11:15.) 

We often condemn the Jews, and very rightly, too, for their rejection of 
the Savior. But let us view Him from their standpoint. To them He was a 
young carpenter, of doubtful parentage, with nothing in his outward appearance 
tc differentiate or distinguish Him from others of His class. He wore the garb 
usual to His calling, and in ordinary, every day life spoke and acted as other, 
men. To bring thie idea closer to the people of this asge. Christian Skredsvig, 
a Norwegian artist, has painted Christ as a young artisan of today and surround- 
ed Him with a modem environment. He places the scene of His ministry in 
Norway and makes His associates and disciples Norwegian peasants. The 'Scribes 
and Pharisees he has replaced by Lutheran priests and college professors. Thlss 
brings Christ much nearer home to the conceptions of many than when they view 
Him robed in oriental costume in the midst of Jews and Syrians or of Roman 
soldiery. To the Latter-day Saints this modem presentation is not so startling. 
They are used to the preaching of the same Gospel and the performance of like 
miracles by men clothed in the coats, hats and other garments of the nineteenth 
century, and they know also though Christ Himself has not personally ministered 
in the midst of the nations in this dispensation, His prophets and duly author- 
ized representatives have been treated by the unbelieving exactly as the Divine 
Master was nearly nineteen hundred years ago. 



"On the 29th of September," writes Elder Carl K. Conrad, from CincinnatJ. 
Ohio, "I found one of our investigators very sick. He asked me if we could do 
nothing for him, and I explained the ordinance of the laying on of hands for th> 
healing of the sick. The following day Elder E. P. Moser and I administered 
to him. Three days after he was at work again. Through this wonderful ex- 
perience he received a testimony and desired to be baptized. On the 17th of 
October we baptized Bro. A. Bitner, and his wife, and Sister Lucy May. Two 
weeks previous to this we baptized Bro. James H. Smith and his wife. The woik 
is progressing very nicely in this dty." 



Sister N. C. Stanfield, of Adamsville, Tenn., writes: "Last spring I was so 
afflicted with my head that I had not slept but very little for many nights. Elders 
J. F. Jenkins and O. P. Callister came to visit us, and I told them I wanted them 
to administer unto me, for I had faith I would then get better. They did so, anJ 
that night I slept soundly. Next morning I woke up feeling better, and I have 
never been troubled since. I am so thankful to have such a testimony, and for 
the faith of the everlasting Gospel." 



Sister Mary E. Kidd, of Manchester, Tenn., says: "I could not do without the 
JoUBNAL. It helps to make the way brighter for me. It is so helpful and 
elevating, and I wish it was in every home." 
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KDIXO RI A L. 



IMPORTANCE OF PAYINJi TITHING, 

Inasmuch as the year 1905 is drawing tx) a close we desire to address a 
few words of cotmsel and instruction to the Saints upon their duty in the 
matter of paying their tithing. Possibly in no surer way does the Lord test 
the abiding faith of His children than in asking them to part with their sub- 
stance. It will be^ remembered that the Savior, when He was upon the earth, 
applied this test to the young man who went to Him and asked Him what he 
should do to gain eternal life. The Savior answered him in three words, "Keep 
the commandments.*' To this the young man wanted to know which of the 
commandments the Master had reference to, and He then detailed to him several 
of them. The young man said, "All these things have I kept from my youth 
up; what lack I yet?" Jesus answered and said unto him, **If thou wilt be 
perfect, go and sell all that thou hast and give to the poor and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven. But when the young man heard that saying, he went awny 
sorrowful, for he had great possessions." Now the Lord is not asking the Saiuis 
to give up all of their possessions, but He is merely asking them to give one- 
tenth — a tithe — and no member in the Church, who values his salvation, can 
afford to do as that young man did: turn away sorrowful because they are 
called upon to live up to this principle. It is not hard to do this, if you have 
the Holy Spirit with you; nothing should be hard which the Savior wants us to 
do. Hear Him when He says, "Take my yoke upon you and learn of me; for 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light." Shall we deprive ourselves of th: 
greater blessings of our Heavenly Father for the sake of hanging on to a little 
means which we know honestly belongs to the Lord? 

How many of the Saints ponder over the blessings promised to those who pa^' 
their tithing honestly? The Lord has said in this day, "He that is Htihed shall 
not be burned," and "thev shall observe this law, or they shall not be found worthy 
to abide among*' His Saints. The Lord, speaking to Israel by the prophet 
Maladii, charges them with infidelity, and calls them robbers, even the whole 
nation, because they paid not their tithing. He afterwardis entreated of them 
to obey this law, and promised if they would comply with its requirements thnc 
He would pour them out a blessing that there should not be room enough to 
contain it. A further promise, great anJ precious, He makes to His people, "'And 
I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits 
of your ground, neither shall your vine cast her fruits before the time in the 
field, saith the Lord of Hosts." It is also recorded, "Honor the Lord with thy 
substance, and with the first fruits of all thine increase; so shall thy bams 
be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine." Are such 
blessings not desirable? And they are attainable. 

All should deal honestly with their God, and He will bless them tenfold. 
There may be some who seek to justify themselves on the plea of poverty. These 
should bear in mind the fact that the Lord requires of them nothing but whec 
they can do. The poor above all others should obey the law of tithing that 
they might claim the fulfillment of the promise, "I will multiply thy substance 
on thee exceedingly ; I will bless thy bread and thy water ; and I will take away 
sickness from the midst of thee." Those who do not pay their tithing are not 
so poor in purse as they are poor in spirit; and if they do not awake to their 
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-duty, poverty will always be their portion. Those who will honestly pay their 
tithingr will perform every other duty which the Grospel enjoins; and by paying 
j-our tithing and neglecting not the weightier matters of the Gospel, you will make 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost your friends, and having so done, 
when you shall fail in mortality, you will be received into realms of everlastln;; 
irlory, with the welcome plaudit on your head, *'Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord** — for it must be remembered that we 
are but merely stewards of all the substance that comes into our hands. 

There is one principle which, if cultivated and exercised, as it should be, 
will make dt easy to pay tithing, and that is the principle of faith. We shouM 
have a firm belief that it is a good thing to pay tithing; and when we becomo 
thoroughly convinced of this, tihen the payment of tithing will be a pleasure to 
us all. But without this principle of faith and confidence in God, and a perfect 
reliance in His word as given Uirough Malachi, we may find it a difficult th'mu:, 
We should pay tithing not only because it is a profitable thing in every direction, 
and a good investment, but because God has commanded it. The late President 
■George Q. Gannon was once in a -very tight place financially, and he determined 
to put aside all he could as tithing. One day the Bishop of his ward met hira 
•on the street and said: "Brother George, you are paying a pretty good tithing.** 
"No, Bishop," he replied, "I am not paying the tithing of that which I have 
received; I am paying the tithing of tiiat which I would like to receive." And 
fiure enougih the next year he had as much income as he had paid tithing on the 
previous year. In relating this incident. President Gannon said : "Now, men 
will 9ay that that merely happened .so. Well, all these things happen, dou*t 
they? I was relieved from my difficulty, and I had my faith confirmed. I have 
tried to follow that principle a good deal since. I can therefore bear testimony 
that it is a good thing. I have faith in it, and I have tried to carry it out." 

Such has been the testimony and is the testimony of not only the leaders 
of the Church, but of the humblest members who have desired to do the will of 
the Father. The trouble is, a great many men and women look at things from 
the standpoint of their traditions. They have been trained in the world chat 
they must see a thing worked out upon natural principles, or upon princlpli^s 
•or in ways with which they are familiar, or they have no confidence, in it. That 
IK the faith of the world. Men do not understand how our Elders can go out 
Into the world and preach the Gospel without purse and scrip; in fact, tliey 
do not believe it Is done, because it is contrary to their experience and training. 
If they engage in any labor of this kind, they must have money to live upon. 
But God has commanded us to go without purse and scrip — and with what re- 
sults? Thousands of our Elders who have gone forth in this way can testify that 
they have been fed and clothed, and money has been given to them. Those who 
have devoted themselves to the work of God have been blessed of God. Their 
children have been multiplied, and all around them gives evidence of the blessing 
of God. What people are like the Latter-day Saints in this respect? God ha>s 
made His people promises ; and when they have tried to live so . as to have 
those promises fulfilled they have been fulfilled. He has increased them on the 
right hand and on the left; He has multiplied them in every direction. When 
they went to the Rocky Mountains the land was apparently cursed; it was a 
land of which it might have been said, as ^'as once said of the land of Canaan, 
that it "eateth up the inhabitants thereof." But the Lord touched it, and made 
it fertile. The water increased, and the facilities for living were greatly 'm- 
proved until now it is a veritable land of beauty and industry, the wonder of the 
t-bousands w^ so every year to see it and its people. 

The year 1905 will soon be closed and gone forever. There is yet time for 
those who have neglected the payment of their tithing to send in that portion 
which belongs to the Lord, and have their names recorded. By so doing they will 
feel they have done their duty and therefore entitled to the blessings promised. 



The Elders are notified that the printed stationery supplied the conference 
presidents is not for sale by us. 
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BACK FROM GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

President Ben E. Rich is back from his visit to the West and brings us most 
excellent reports as to the grand time experienced at the General Conference behl 
in Salt Lake City. He describes it as having been one of the most remarkable 
gatherings in the history of the Church. The immense concourse of people 
attending the services was greater than ever before on such occasions, and the 
intense earnestness of the congregation and the force and fervor of the speakers, 
with the splendid musical exercises, and the abundant outpouring of the divine 
Spirit, constituted an event that may truly be recorded as unparalleled. All llie 
discourses were received with pleasure and appreciation, but the crowning address, 
was that delivered by President Joseph F. Smith at the close of the conference. 
He had just made some announcements of meetings of different societies, appar- 
ently intending to give out the closing anthem and adjourn the assembly, when 
the Spirit of the Lord rested down upon him in great power, and he pronounced 
a blessing upon the people, in behalf of himself and counselors, which thrille.} 
the vast audience with emotion and electrified every soul in the immense con- 
gregation. In the name of the Lord he blessed the authorities of the Chun b 
and of the Stakes and Wards of Zioo, the choir and its leader, the organist, the 
sweet singers who had contributed to the enjoyment of the occasion, the quorums 
of the Priesthood, the auxiliary societies and the Saints generally, and then ap- 
pealed to the Most High for mercy upon the enemies of the Church, for those who 
had maligned and slandered him and his brethren, especially those who had done 
this ignorantly. He called upon all who heard him to seek for no vengeance upon 
the wilfully wicked who were trying to bring trouble upon the Church, exhorted 
them to refrain from retaliation and especfally from violence, and prayed God to 
pity them and have mercy upon them. The whole audience was deeply affected, 
not only by the eloquent words that flowed from the prophet's lips, but by Ibo 
all-pervading, peaceful and heavenly spirit which accompanied them. Tears 
flowed from the eyes of young and old. Strong, rugged men as well as tender and 
susceptible women wept with joy, in sympathy with the influence that proceeded 
from the speaker and permeated the great assembly. Never before in the his- 
tory of the Church was there such an outpouring of divine power, overwhelming, 
yet tranquil and free from agitation, and causing unsi)eakable peace to the soul. 



THE MORMON PEOPLE IN SCHOOL HISTORIES. 

On page 170 of Lee's New Primer History of the United States, used in th»i 
Columbia (S. C.) schools, under the heading, "Trouble With the Mormons," is 
found the following: "The Mormons were the followers of the false Prophet. 
Joseph Smith. Smith claimed that he had dug out of the ground some goid 
plates, with the Book of Mormon engraven on them. Smith taught that a man 
ought to marry a great number of wives, and that an old maid has no soul. 
The Mormons were driven from place to place, and finally settled in Utah, which 
they called the *Land of the Honey Bee.' When Utah became a territory, 'h<» 
Mormons refused to obey some of the laws of the United States, and President 
Buchanan had to send troops to compel them to submit." And this is the stuff 
that school teachers are compelled by the law of South Carolina and wherever 
else this work has been adopted as a text book, to teach to the children. 
Without any question, if the true source of this History (?) of the United 
States could be discovered, it would be found that some professed minister of the 
Crospel had been the instigator, if not the author, of such an infamous libel on t\i^ 
Mormon Church and its members. Realizing their "craft is in danger," such men 
are willing to go to any extreme in an attempt to destroy the efforts of the 
humble Mormon elders in the service of their Master. It is the premeditated 
purpose of such divines (?) to embitter the hearts of the people against the 
servants of (Jod, so that when they go among them to proclaim His word, they 
will be despised and rejected and cast out as their Lord and ^faster was. It is 
an outrage that state governments should lend their aid and indorsement to such 
methods, as has been done in the designation of such a work as a text book 
to be taught in the public schools of South Carolina. History above all branches 
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of edncation should be free from misrepresentation, libel and prejudice. Weil 
may the historian Bancroft say, "Almost every book that has been put fortJi 
respecting the people of Utah by one not a Mormon, is full of calumny, each 
author apparently endeavoring to surpass his predecessor in the libertinism of 
abuse. Most of these are writt^i in a sensational style, and for the purpose of 
deriving profit by pandering to a vitiated public taste, and are wholly unreliable 
as to facts." ^Such indeed is the case with regard to "Lee's New Primer History 
of the United States" on the Mormon question. Phil Robinson, the great news- 
paper writer of New York, once said, "There is not, to my knowledge, a single 
gentile work before the public that is not utterly unreliable from its distortion 
•of facts. Yet it is from these books — for there are no others — that the American 
public has acquired nearly all its ideas about the people of Utah." The pity of it 
is, that notwithstanding all such admisaions, such methods are not only continued^ 
but legalized by public officials, as in the particular instance under consideration. 
Those elected to the high and important position of caring for the educational wel- 
fare of the rising generation of South Carolina, should at once condemn this New 
Primer of History. The good people of the South have been so wilfully misrepre- 
sented, that their officials should never, knowingly, allow themselves to be use I 
in misrepresenting others. 



PRESIDENT RICH'S FIFTIETH BIRTHDAY. 

November 7 was the fiftieth anniversary of the birth of our beloved Mission 
President, Elder Ben. E. Rich, and the Elders laboring in the Office made the 
occasion a very happy one — one that will always be remembered. An Informal 
program was prepared for the evening, when a presentation was made to the Presi- 
dent of a substantial rocking chair and cushion, one of the elders being de- 
tailed to make the presentation speedi, which he did in a few choice words, alluding 
to the years unselfishly spent by the President in the service of the Lord. It .va»- 
quite a surprise to the President, who was visibly affected by this mark of love 
and confidence shown him, and he made a fitting response. The evening was 
very enjoyably spent. 



At the time of the martyrdom of the Prophet Joseph, the saints were being 
gathered at Nauvoo, and were building a Temple there, baptizing for the dead,^ 
etc., which work unceasingly has been kept up by those, who, under the leader- 
ship of the Twelve, gathered to the Rocky Mountains, notwithstanding the various 
factions which have separated themselves from the true Gosjwl tree. Elder P3d- 
ward Stevenson, one of the seven presidents of seventies, heard the Prophet ^ay 
on a stand at the east end of the Nauvoo Temple, that the time was coming 
when there would be dissensions from the Church. "But," said he, "I now see 
the time which I have long desired to see. Let me go where I may, the Gospel 
tree is planted never more to be rooted up, for there are those present who are pi'o- 
pared to oarjry on the Gospel, whatever may become of me." He also said : "I will 
give you a key by which you may never be deceived, if you will observe these facts : 
Where the true Church is, there will always be a majority of the saints, and the 
records and history of the Church also." 



Thb cikcuit cx)URT grand jury at Greeneville, Tenn., on Oct. 24, refused to 
indict the leaders of the mob who brutally assaulted Elders F. J. Sorenson and 
Olaf Jensen last May. Strong evidence was submitted to them, and Attorney- 
General Dana Harmon was indignant when they bluntly told him that they rec- 
ognized no law for "Mormons." He told them that he did not believe in the doc- 
trines of the Mormon Church any more than any member of the grand jury dJd,. 
but that he had taken an oath to do his duty and he proposed to do it. What 
will be the next step taken remains to be seen. United States District Attorney 
Will D. Wright at Knoxville has the matter in hand, and he is taking every op- 
portunity to see that justice is meted out, if such a thing can be accomplished. 



Half an evil eye can see more iniquity than the whole of an innocent one. 
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NOTES FROM THE FIELD. 



Writing from Empire, Ga., Oct. 27, Elder W. C. Shipley says : "While visit- 
ing Saints and friends in South Greorgia Elder Bradshaw and I have met many 
faithful followers of our Lord and Savior. Last Saturday we attended a Second 
Day Adventist meeting and asked permission to address the people in their diurcli 
the following afternoon, and our request was granted. After the service the pa-s- 
tor, Rev. Fortner, asked us to transfer an appointment we had for a cottage 
meeting the same evening, to the church, and preach to his congregation, and 
allow him time to answer our sermon, which we agreed to on condition that wo ' 
be allowed to address them after his Sunday service, which was also agreed to. 
Saturday afternoon we preached from the platform of the depot in Soperton, and 
had fully 200 hearers, many of whom were very interested. Here we distributed 
seventy-five tracts, which was all we had with us. We announced our evening's 
meeting from the platform, and when we arrived at the church it was well filled 
with attentive listeners. I spoke forty minutes on the first principles of the 
Crospel and the apostacy, after which the pastor arose and indorsed all I had said 
and told the people it was the old-time religion come again, the same that he had 
preached to them; but this sophistry didn't exactly satisfy them, and they were 
eager to hear more about the Latter-day Kingdom. When the time arrived for 
our Sunday meeting the house was once more filled, with people ready and will- 
ing to hear our message. At once we commenced meeting and discussed the 
apostasy and the restoration of the Gospel, bearing our testimonies to the diviuity 
of Joseph Smith's mission. At the close of the meeting we received many *uvi- 
tations to ^ visit people who had turned Elders from their doors, little realizing 
the mistake they were making. We continued holding meetings in the settlement 
until Tuesday night, with good crowds at every meeting, and we feel to thank 
our Heavenly Father that the way was opened up for us jto bear the Gospel to 
so many honest-hearted people, several of whom are now sincerely investigating 
the truths of the everlasting Gospel." 



"Last Sunday Elder M. G. Smith and I had the privilege of leading five sons 
of Brother R. T. McLeod of Privateer, Sumter county, into the waters of bap- 
tism," writes President R. Ray Nixon, of the South Carolina conference, Oct. 2S. 
^*It was a joyous sight to see them going down into the waters of baptism, the 
eldest first, with their father looking happily on. We had people to witness the cere- 
mony from a distance of ten miles, and to listen to what was said in our little 
meeting before the baptism, about eighty-five people being present. At night 
we had a successful meeting at Brother McLeod's home, giving away 125 tracts. 
Elders Bradley and Wadley also led some believers into the waters of baptiKin. 
The laborers are certainly few, but the harvest is great." 



"During last week," writes Elder D. R. McLaws, from Staiice, Bradford 
eounty, Fla., Oct. 22, "My companion. Elder R. W. Snyder and I held eleven 
meetings, and sold nine books — ^a Book of Mormon and a Doctrine and Covenants 
being included. We gave away 250 tracts, and baptized six honest souls into the 
fold of Christ, all of them grown-up men and women. Two were baptized by 
Elder Snyder, and four by myself. There is an excellent prospect for the organiza- 
tion of a Sunday school at Starke. The prospects for the spread of the Gospel are 
fine in this county, and other Elders who follow after us will reap a good harvest 
from the seed we have sown." 



Elder M. Powell Crosby, writing from Murray, Ky., Nov. 7, says: "Eld.;r 
Jos. F. Walker and myself preached here on the streets today. As it was election 
day we had a large crowd of listeners, probably 250 or 300. After we got through. 
Rev. W. M. Hopper, of the Primitive Baptist Church, disputed some of our as- 
sertions. A large crowd gathered to hear him, and he took the stand that tiie 
kingdom that Christ set up while here on earth was in fulfillment of the kingdom 
Daniel spoke of, and had been here ever since. He was very anxious to debate 
this question with us." 
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Pres. Sylvester Broadbent, writing from Rheatown, Tenn., Oct. 21, says: 
"We tried to get the churches and schoolhouses here to hold some meetings in, bu*: 
coold not. They have let the negroes hold services in their churches, and shows 
in their schoolhouses, but when the servants of the Lord wish to preach the 
Gospel in them, then those having them in charge say they can not let thera 
go. I told one of the trustees yesterday that the time had surely come, of which 
Christ said, *They shall cast you out of their synagogues.' Well, we are holdin;; 
some cottage meetings, all the same, so that they can't stop us from preaching 
the Gospel." 



Elders E. Z. Taylor and Olof Jensen are opening up the work in Johnson 
City, Tenn., in excellent shape. The first day they got there Elder Jensen ran 
across three ministers, one of whom engaged him in conversation for an hour ani 
a half on the doctrine of salvation for the dead and paradise. The people have 
received the Elders in a kind spirit, and they have permission from the municipal 
authorities to do all the preaching and canvassing they want to. They have 
been welcomed into the best residences of the city. If a hall can be secured, the 
East Tennessee conference will be held in Johnson City. 



**The Silent Missionary" is doing lots of good wherever it is used. Here is 
one of the many letters we receive where the pictures are used; it is from Sister 
Mamie Stewart, of Meansville, Ga., dated Oct. 28: **The stereoscope and viewe, 
with your letter giving instructions how to use them, came safely to hand. I 
cannot express to you the gratitude, joy and satisfaction I f«lt when I receivci 
them, to look at those scenes and read the history with them. I could almost 
imagine myself there in person. I feel sure they will perform a good mission 
here. I am going to show them to all I can." 



"That article in The Elders' Journal of October 15 by President Joseph 
P. Smith," writes Elder H. P. Jacobson, of the Alabama Conference, "was one 
great truth from beginning to end, and can not help but do a world of good in plac- 
ing the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in a proper Light before the 
people. In regard to the Joubnal, I would say that the sayings and teachings of 
the Prophet Joseph Smith, published in the heading of each issue are worth many 
times the price of the Journal. I want to get volumes one and two in bound 
form. I loan mine out when I have read them." 



Sister Mary Jane Ashcroft of Booneville, Miss., writes a nice letter, in which 
she bears a strong testimony to the truthfulness of the Gospel preached by the 
Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and also to the bene- 
fits she has gained since paying her tithing. She says : *I am trying to live up ut 
my promises, and enjoy paying my tithing, because I know that it is right to do 
so. So would every Latter-day Saint if they knew the blessings that come as a 
result. I love the little Journal. It is a welcome visitor to my home, and 
almost like one of my family." 



Writing from Petrey, Cranshaw county, Ala., Oct. 23, 1905, Elder R. E. 
Baxter says : "We have had great success in holding a series of six meetings in the 
past few days, with large crowds of investigators, and have gained a great many 
friends in this locality, with encouraging prospects. On Sunday last, Elders J. 
E. Gee and R. E. Baxter held a short meeting at the edge of Blue Creek, about n 
mile and a half from Petrey, after which a repentant believer in the restored 
Gospel was baptized into the church. About fifty people were present. 



Elder L. J. Willis, county commissioner of Big Horn county, Wyo., wri^^es 
from Cowley, Wyo., Oct. 21, as follows: "I am the man that got hurt in Atlanta, 
Ga., but I have never forgotten you, and the scene of my former labors. I am 
still working for the Gospel of Christ, for that is all the world to me. EhicloseJ 
please find the money for five subscriptions to the Journal. I would like verv 
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much to visit you and the good people of the South once more." How many 
more of our returned missionaries could "go and do likewise?" 



Sister Martha Hodges of Smithville, Tenn., writes concerning her being 
miraculously healed, as a result of her faith, in September last She was sick 
in bed fifteen days, and was very low. No medicine seemed to do her any good. 
The next morning after the manifestation of the power of God as a result of 
her faith she was able to get up and 6ing the praises of her Heavenly Father for 
His great blessings to her. She says she has quit taking medicine now, and will 
put her trust in God. 



Elder Arthur F. Law, of the Ohio Conference, who was recently released to 
return home on account of the serious illness of his father, writes from Soda 
Springs, Idaho, October 8, that hie father is gaining strength slowly, and wUh 
care and the blessing of the Lord will soon be well again. Bro. Law says he is 
going to get us some subscribers for the Journal. God speed him in the good 
work, and all other returned missionaries who are laboring to spread its use- 
fulness in Zion. 



Elders H. S. Parkinson and J. S. Fish reached the Island of Eev West on 
the evening of Oct. 27. "We surprised the Saints there," says Elder Parkinson, 
"and they were delighted to see the Elders back again, for they said they had 
not heard the Gospel iH'eached since they left. The news soon spread that we 
had reached town, and the Saints have been calling on us since arriving here% 
We know we will have good success in our new field of labor." 



Writing from Fredericksburg, Va., Oct. 30, Elders J. H. Gibbs and W. J. 
Stephens say: "We have been denied the privilege of doing work in this town, 
in any kind of manner. We saw the mayor this morning, and he said he could 
not grant our request to hold meetings end canvass the town. He also advised 
us not to even remain in the place. There is a revival going on here, and most of 
the people have got religion (?), but not Christianity." 



President Heber J. Grant, of the European Mission, writing from Liverpool, 
Eng., Oct. 13, to President Rich, says: "Everything is progressing nicely with 
us. There were 103 baptisms reported to the Star last month. You will appre- 
ciate the fact that a record of this kind makes us all happy at mission headquar- 
ters. The bound volume of The Elder's Journal came duly to hand, for whi!U 
you will please accept thanks." 



Sister Daisy Thompson writes from Rochester, O., on Oct. 30, that she would 
dearly love a visit from the Elders, that so far as she knows she is the only mem- 
ber of the Church in Warren county. She says, "I feel the need of friends, for it 
is truly lonesome for one to be alone. I don't know what I would do without the 
Journal. I feel like a new person after I have read its pages. It is a dear 
friend to me." 



A letter from Elder T. L. Stevens, dated Add, Ky., tells of a series of very 
excellent meetings held by him at that place and Johnston, at which he delivered 
discourses on several of the principles of the Gospel to large gatherings of his 
people. Since then he has been deluged with invitations to speak from all ad- 
joining towns, end much good will result from it. 



Elder H. Ashley Rands, writing from Midvale, Va., Nov. 3, 1905, says: 
"Elder Webb and I are visiting Saints and friends, and we almost invariably 
find the Journal among those who are not ashamed of the Gospel. We have 
taken four subscriptions this week. I would like to see it in the homes of the 
Saints as it is a great help in our work." 
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**I am going to try and get some subscribers for the Journal," writes the 
granddaughter of Brother Starling H. Home of Verdery, S. C. "I read every 
number that comes, and enjoy it so much. My grandfather, with whom I live, 
is 87 years old, and I am 14 years." 



President R. Ray Nixon writes that Elders Rawlins, Cook and Smith, of 
the South Carolina Conference^ who have been sick, are now better and commenc- 
ing tx> enter on their labors again. President Nixon has himself been sick, but is 
now much better. 



ARRIVALS. 

The following Elders /arrived in Chattanooga, Sunday, Nov. 5, 1905: 
Clarence O. Whiting, Mapleton, Utah; Ernest Sheen, Salem, Utah; David 
Abraham Penrod, Wallsburg, Utah; William P. Killian, Blackfoot, Idaho; Ai- 
nold S. Mecham, Riverdale, Idaho; Henry Gustava Stokes, Elba, Idaho; Ralph 
W. Cheney, Cheney, Wyo. ; Daniel E. Mdcfhaelson, Af ton, Wyo. 



APPOINTMENTS. 



Elder A. C. Jensen has been released from presiding over the Georgia Con- 
ference and appointed to labor in the Mission Office. 

Elder W. H. Little has been appointed to preside over the Georgia Con- 
ference. 

Elders Clarence O. Whiting and William P. KilHan have been appointed to 
labor in the East Tennessee Conference. 

Elder Daniel P. Michaelson has been appointed to labor in the Middle Ten- 
nessee Conference. 

Elder Arnold S. Mecham has been appointed to labor in the Ohio Conference. 

Elders Henry G. Stokes and* Thos. F. Farr have been appointed to labor 
in the Florida Conference. 

Elder Ralph W. Cheney has been appointed to labor in the Mississippi Con- 
ference. 

Elders Ernest Sheen and David A.* Penrod have been appointed to labor in 
the Kentucky Conference. 

Elder C. F. Weight has been appointed to preside over the Virginia Coq- 
ference. 



RELEASES. 



Elders J. G. Chadwick and I. R. Pierce have been honorably released from 
laboring in the Georgia CcMiferenoe to return home. 

Elder J. W. Ahlstrom has been honorably released from laboring in the Oliio 
Conference to return home. 

Elders W. J. Stephens and N. W. Oldroyd have been honorably released 
from laboring in the Virginia Conference to return home. 

Elder C. L. Pritchett has been honorably released from presiding over th«5 
Virginia Conference to return home. 

Elder Charles L. French has been honorably released from laboring in the 
Mission office to return honte. 

Elders D. R. McClaws and Elmer B. Mecham have been honorably released 
from laboring in the Florida Conference to return home. 

Elder Thomas F. Brown has been honorably released from laboring in the 
Alabama Conference to return home. 



TRANSFERS. 



Elder Greorge F. Rawlins has been transferred from South Carolina to rlie 
Georgia Conference. 
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BepaH of Mission (hi^ermon for Two Weeks Ending November 4, 1905. 
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LATE. SO LATE. WE LEARN THE WAY TO LIVE. 



Late, late, so late 

We learn the way to live; 
Laite, late, 80 late 

We find what life may give; 
We spend our years with lavlefti hand, 
Their worth we do not understand, 

Till late, late, so late. 

Lffte, late, so hite 

We learn what living means; 
Late, late, so late 

We prize the d«w-hu<ng scenes; 
We fling away the coin of youth, 
And do not learn to prize the truth 

Till late. late, so late. 



Late, late, so late 

We learn how »weet is love; 
Late, late, so late 

We find 'tis from above; 
We loiter in forbidden ways 
And do not learn to hoard our days, 

Till late, late, so late. 

Late, late, so late 

We learn the gold from dross; 
Late, late, so late 

We learn to kiss the cross; 
We prize our youth when it takes fliglif. 
And do not read life's book aright, 
. Till late, late, so late. 



DEATHS. 

Bauldbee. — At Bristol, Fla., November 1, 1905, of congestive chills, Sister 
Sarah J. Bauldree. Deceased was bom December 5, 1856, and became a member 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints June 6, 1897, since which 
time she has been a fadthful worker for the truth, while her home has been open 
to the Elders. She leaves a husband, two daughters, a mother, two grandchil- 
dren, and a host of relatives and friends to mourn her loss. 

Bbeweb. — ^At Lehi, Greene county, Miss., September 3, 1905, Nancy Eliza- 
beth Walley, the wife of Mr. Brewer. Deceased was a faithful member of th'.- 
Church and a clevoted member in the Sunday school. 

Habtless. — At Lexington, Rockbridge county, Va., December 21, 1904, Si:i- 
ter Melinda J. Hartless, wife of William J. Hartless. Deceased was born June 
15, 1839, and for about fourteen years was a devoted member of the Church. Sh« 
was the mother of eleven children, eight of whom belong to the Church. Memorial 
services were held at Collierstown, Va., Oct. 29, by Elders Rands and Webb. There 
was a large attendance. 
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"TFe have heen driven time after ttme, and that without cause; and tmitten 
again and again, and that without provocation; untU we have proved the world 
with kindness, and the world has proved us, that we have no designs against any 
man or set of men; that we injure no man; that we are peaceable with all men, 
minding our own business, and 'our business only. We have suffered our rights 
and our liberties to be taken from us; we have not avenged ourselves of those 
wrongs; we have appealed to magistrates, to sheriffs, to judges, to the government 
and to the President of the United States, — all in vain; yet we have yielded peace- 
ably to all these things. We have not oomplaincd at the Great God; we murmured 
not, hut peaceably left all, and retired into the back country, in the broad and 
wild prairies, in the barren and desolate plains, and there commenced anew; mak- 
ing the desolate places to bud and blossom as the rose. — Joseph Smith, Sep- 
tember 1, 1838. 

Vol. III. December 1, 1905. No. 7. 



DESCRIPTION OF THE GREAT TEMPLE AT SALT LAKE CITY. 

Continued from page 84. 



INTERIOR OF TlfE TEMPLE. 

A wide and lofty corridor extends the entire width of the basement, in the 
ci*nter of the building, from north to south. At the south en4 of this corridor 
is a handsome staircase, thi posts, rails, and wainscoting of which are solid, 
polished cherrj' wood. The various rooms of the basement are reached from the 
corridor. Spacious bath and dressing rooms, for men only, are located alon? 
the northwest side. Similar rooms, for women only, are on the southwest side. 
Intervening and entirely separating these two sets of rooms, is the magnificent 
baptismal font room of the temple, fifty-seven feet long by thirty-five feet wide. 

The distinctive feature of this room is the font itself. In some respects it 
resembles the '*molten sea'* of Solomon's Temple, described in I. Kings, vii., 23 
to 26. '[Diis in the Salt Lake Temple is, probably, equally beautiful. It is cast 
iron, elliptical in form, and of ample dimensions in length, width and depth to 
contain an abundant supply of water in which the officiating Elder can submerge 
the individual who acts as proxy in the ordinance of baptism for the dead. It 
rests upon the backs of twelve life-size, cast iron, bronzed oxen, which stand in 
an excavated depression about three feet below the level of the floor, in the center 
of the room. There is a flight of iron steps at the east and west ends of the 
font, from the floor to its rim,connecting with steps leading down into the water. 
The elegance of the castingH, enameling, gilding, and other ornamentation and 
appointments connected with the font, and the room in which it is placed, makes 
the whole surpassingly grand. 
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There are two assembly rooms on the east side of the corridor, each about 
forty by» forty-<five feet, with opera chair seats in each for two hundred persooB. 
The room to the north is quite plain in its finishings, but the jone on the soutii 
is splendidly frescoed, the ceiling painted to represent the firmament, and the 
walls displaying beautiful landscapes. At the south side of this room are open- 
ings into a large conservatory of lovely flowering plants. 

On the floor above the basement, which is reached by the grand staircase 
from the corridor below, there are three large rooms, and a number smaller, all 
of which are beautifully decorated, and furnished at great cost. On the wall of 
the hall-landing on this floor is a large oil painting, twelve by eighteen feet, 
painted by Armitage, depicting a Book of Mormon subject — Christ preaching to 
the Nephites. A companion picture to this is in the hall below, and the subject 
is Joseph Smith preaching to a tribe of Indians. 

TTie walls of the large room on the southwest of this floor are painted in 
landscape scenes, differing in character from those on the walls of the room below. 
The splendid chandeliers, furnishings, and decorations make this an elegant as- 
sembly room. It is surpassed, however, by the other large room on the north- 
west. In this white and gold is the predominating feature of the beautifully 
decorated ceiling, cornice, and walls. It can be brilliantly illuminated, when de- 
sired, by the handsome chandeliers and great number of electric lights. A very 
large mirror covers a section of the west end of" the room. The seats are finely 
upholstered, rich curtains hang at the windows, and splendid paintings adorn 
the walls. 

Across the entire east end of the room just described, is an archway, which 
connects it with the northeast room. Ascending a few steps, we push the cur- 
tain aside and pass into the most magnificent room in the Temple. It is larger 
and more lofty than either of the others. Grecian columns are ranged along the 
sides, supporting an arched roof. A double row of windows gives abundant light ; 
the upper row is of stained glass, semi-circular in form. Immense plate-glass 
mirrors cover the east walls. Above the mirrors are two splendid oil paintings 
by Lambourne, representing historic spots, the Hill Cumorah, and Adam-Ondi- 
Ahman. Decorative artists of great skill have done their best, and produced a 
harmonious blending of gorgeous colors and gilding on the walls, columns, cornices 
and elaborate, paneled ceiling, with its artistically arranged borders, and clusters 
of grapes, fruits and flowers. The furniture, carpet, curtains, pictures, chan- 
deliers and ornaments are all of the most costly description. 

Tl.ree comparatively small apartments open to the south of this indescribably 
beautiful room. Those at the southeast and southwest ends are semi-circular, 
and about equal in size, each of them exquisite in decoration and furnishings, 
while large plate glass mirrors cover the end walls; stained glass windows, and 
numerous electric lights brilliantly illuminate the rooms. 

The third apartment alluded to is situated between the two just described 
and elevated a few feet above them. The stairway leading to it from the main 
room is an elegant design, finished in white and gold. The room is circular in 
form, with a domed ceiling, which is completely encircled by jeweled windows' 
that admit a multi-hued softened light. The walls are artistically paneled, red 
silk velvet forming borders; delicate blue, white, and gold predominating in the 
shades of color, ^e floor is inlaid with inch-square blocks of hardwoods, polished, 
the whole forming a pattern of great beauty. A fitting adjunct to this beautiful 
room is a large stained glass window, placed in the south side. It is a work 
of art of the highest tyi)e, made by the celebrated Tiffany Co., and represents 
the Father and the Son appearing to the boy Joseph Smith. There is another 
large window of the same kind in the room adjoining this on the west: the 
subject represented being the delivery of the Book of Mormon to Joseph Smith 
by the Angel Moroni. Still another window, in a hall on the same fioor, depicts 
the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden. 

The eastern front doors of the Temple are on this floor, and they open into 
hallways which lead to a series of reception rooms, beautifully decorated and 
furnished, and to the grafnite stairways in the north and south towers. 

Ascending to the second story of the Temple, by the south stairway, we reach 
a landing from which we proceed westward, and then find ourselves in a corridor 
on each side of which are a numl»er of apartments, suitably furnished, and deco- 
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rated in excellent style, for the nse, severally, of the First Presidency, the Twelve 
Apostles, first seven Presidents of ^Seventies, Stake Presidencies and High Coun- 
cils, and varions quoroms of Elders, etc The members of these Church organ- 
izations hold prayer and council meetings in the respective rooms assighed to 
them in the Temple. Many choice paintings, and portraits of distinguished men 
of the Church adorn the walls of these rooms. 

Again ascending a granite stairway, in one of the comer towers, we reach 
the third story of the Temple and enter the general assembly room. It is one 
hundred and twenty feet long, eighty feet wide, and thirty-six feet high. It oc- 
cupies the entire width of the interior of the building, and is lighted by the two 
upper rows of windows, on both sides. It is a grand and beautiful room, with 
a splendid gallery on each side. Several rows of finely upholstered seats are 
located at the east end, under an ornate canopy, for the presiding authorities of 
the Church and other leading representatives holding the Melchisedec Priesthood. 
A similar arrangement of seats is provided at the west end for the Presiding 
Bishopric Bishops, and representative men holding the Aaronic Priesthood. The 
seats in the body of the hall are reversible, that the audience may turn toward 
either of the stands occupied by the speakers. The entire seating capacity is 
about 2,000 persons. A great number of electric lights surround the cornice, and 
there are five large diandeliers, providing as brilliant a light at night as in the 
day. 

A further ascent of the granite stairway brings us on a level with the roof 
of the Temple, whereon there is a broad promenade, from which an entrancing 
view of the city, valley, mountains, and lake, may be obtained. From that po- 
sition the electric light finials on the capstones of the five towers can be noted, 
and a good view can be had also of the statue of Moroni, crowned with a 100- 
candle power electric light. 

The entire edifice, with all its details of furnishings, etc., and including the 
annex, boiler house, machinery room, etc., has cost about $4,000,000. 

It was completed, in all essential respects, on the 5th of April, 1893; anl 
was dedicated on the following day. The many thousands of Latter-day -Saints 
who had contributed money or labor, often involving self-denial and sacrifices 
such as will never be told, could not all participate in the first day's dedicatory 
services, consequently those services were repeated twice daily for three weeks, 
until about 70,000 people had been made glad in beholding the realization of 
their long cherished hopes, and joined in shouting '*Hosanna to God and the 
Lamb" in the great assembly room of the Temple. 

N0N-1CBMBEB8 ADMIITBD. 

An erroneous idea prevails, and it is often asserted, that none but members 
of the Church have ever been admitted to the Temple. On the 5th of April, 
i8d3, when, as before stated, the Temple was completed in all essential respects, 
over 600 non-"Mormon" residents of Salt Lake City accepted an invitation ex- 
tended to them, by the Presidency of the Church, entered the Temple and freely 
examined every portion of the interior. These ladies and gentlemen included 
clergymen of all the denominations represented in Salt Lake City, professional 
men, bankers, merchants, judges, and federal officials, with their wives, sons and 
daughters. Qualified attendants escorted those visitors through the various rooms 
in the Temple, from basement to roof, answered inquiries, and gave every one 
ample opportunity to see all they desired. Many of those ladies and gentle- 
men can therefore verify the description given in the preceding pages, concern- 
ing the interior arrangements of the building. There have been no changes made 
since then. 

Since the final services connected with the dedication of the Temple, none 
but members of the Ohurch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, in good stand- 
ing have been permitted to enter, for reasons which considerate people will readily 
concede are sufllcient and satisfactory. That those reasons may be better ap- 
preciated, a brief statement will be given in our next issue concerning Temples of 
ancient times that are mentioned in the Jewish Scriptures. 



To believe is to be strong. Doubt cramps energy. Belief Is power V. W. 

Robertson. 
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NOVEMBER REVIEW. 

Alabama. — With the coming of cold weather the elders, like birds of passage, 
make their way southward and purpose laboring in those counties bordering on tht» 
Gulf, while frost is holding the fevers in check, that have existed during the hot 
summer months. On Oct 29th a Sunday-school was organized at Redbird, Walker 
Co., with Joo. T. Perry as superintendent It is called the Warrior River Sue- 
day-school, and has an enrollment of twenty. The Old Field Sunday school was 
organized Nov. 12th, near Bradleyton, Crenshaw Co., and the responsibility of 
maintaining it rests upon local Elder J. F. Wilson, who was sustained as super- 
intendent and teacher. A branch conference was held at Old Field, Cranshaw 
Co., on Nov. 11th and 12th. Eight elders were present and a general good tim*? 
was had. Elders L. B. Harris and H. J. Fowkes held a series of nine cottage 
meetings at Phoenix, Lee Co., and developed some of the investigators into genuine 
friends. The mayor would not allow them to hold street meetings nor sell books, 
and even forbade them the privilege of distributing literature free. The Saints 
and friends, however, enjoyed their visit very much and will be very glad to wel- 
come the elders when they return to Phoenix. The city of Selma is being can- 
vassed and street meetings are being held. No serious illness exists among the 
elders and all seem to be enjoying their labors. 

East Tennessee. — Oct. 20th Elders Oldroyd and Fillmore arrived in the mis- 
sion, and the day following, with President Broadbent, they left Chattanooga for 
Rheatown, Greene Co., where they met Elder McGavin and Elder Ball, both of 
whom were transferred from Kentucky into this Conference. On Oct. 27th Elders 
McGavin and Oldroyd started for Hawkins Co., where they have been laboring 
In connection with Elders Walker and Royle, all of whom are doing good work 
and report that many friends are being made and a few are investigating the Gos- 
pel. Oct. 28th Elders Ball and Fillmore commenced working Washington Co.. 
and are having good success with the exception of holding meetings. On Oct. 29th 
Elders Taylor and Jensen started work in Johnson City. Elder Taylor in writin^j 
says: "We have had excellent success In our work here. The people treat us 
very kindly and we have been i)ermltted to enter some of the most beautiful homes 
I ever was in. The mayor and other city authorities have welcomed us and prom- 
ised to protect and aid us all they can, for which we feel to thank them." Oct. 30th 
Elder Chester C. Pulley arrived from Mississippi, and the same day we tried to g^t 
the privilege of holding meetings at Rheatown, but were refused. The trustees of 
the churches and school house will permit these buildings to be used for negro 
camp meetings and traveling shows, but when the servants of God wish to preach 
the Gospel they are refused admittance. Oct. 31st Elders Broadbent and Pulley 
started for Hawkins Co. to visit the Elders laboring there. The people are grow- 
ing more friendly towards our Elders. Nov. 5th Elders Johnson and Etherlngton 
baptized one more honest soul. Elder Etherlngton officiating. On Nov. 8th oik* 
more soul was led into the water by Elder Johnson. Nov. 9th Elders Clarence 
O. Whiting and Wm. P. Killlan commenced their work In East Tennessee. Elder 
Killian starting with Elder Ford for Marlon Co., where they will labor this win- 
ter. Elder Pulley and Whiting will visit Saints and friends on the way to War- 
ren Co. Nov. 10th Elder George L. Hobson went to Johnson City, where he 
met Elder Barker, both of whom will labor at that place. Nov. 11th and 12th the 
Elders held several meetings near Bybee, Cock Co. The people seem very much 
interested and several are Investigating the principles of the Gospel. Nov. 13tb 
Elders Broadbent and Johnson started for Rockwood, Roane Co., where they me'' 
Elders Ford and Killlan Nov. 17th.. Elder Johnson went with the latter into 
White Co., while Elder Broadbent went Into Chattanooga. Nov. 18th Elder Mll!er 
met Elder Etherlngton at Bybee, Oocke (3o., and will go with him to ^quatchie 
Co.. where they will labor. The Elders are all well and are enjoying their woi-k, 
which is improving very much. As the weather is becoming cold our Elders are 
making their way toward the southwestern part of the state, where it will be 
more pleasant laboring during the winter months. 

Florida. — The month opened with the arrival of Elders Lyon and Nelson 
from Idaho and Utah. Elder H. S. Parkinson, transferred from the Alabama Con- 
ference, arrived Oct. 24th on his way to Key West. A priesthood meeting was 
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held the 25th, thirteen Elders being present. All bore testimony and were readv 
for work. Elders Parkinson and Fish left the following day for Key West. On 
the 28th Pres. Ferrin and Elder Peterson went on a visit to Blackshear, Ga. 
After a series of meetings at this place Pres. Ferria had the pleasure of bapiix- 
ing Uncle John Jackson Henderson, at the age of seventy-one years. Brother 
Henderson was the first one to entertain the Elders in Pierce CJo., Ga., and many 
of the returned Elders of this Conference will be very pleased to get this happy 
news. Elders T. F. Farr and H. G. Stokes arrived In this Conference from the 
West on the 7th of November. Elder G. L. Spangenberg arrived on the 11th and 
went with Elder Heaton to visit some sick at Kissimee. The Elders came in for 
Conference, arriving on the 17th and 18th. A priesthood meeting was held on 
the evening of the 18th. it being the first meeting in our new church. All tx- 
pressed themselves as feeling well. Pres. Rich and Elder Moses Smith were prei«- 
ent and gave much good advice. Three public meetings were held on Sunday, the 
19th. The house was full at each service. Pres. Rich gave us much advice. On 
Monday, the 20th, a priesthood meeting was held in the morning, at which the 
Elders received their appointments. Elder J. B. Heaton was sustained to suc- 
ceed Pree. Ferrin, who will soon return home. Elders G. A. Phlppen and A. G. 
Burton were chosen and sustained as first and second counselors. Meetings were 
held in the afternoon and evening. Both were well attended. 

Gbobgia. — The work for the past month has been very encouraging. Good 
health has prevailed among the Elders and the month closes with all working 
unitedly for the cause. On account of scarcity of water in Telfair Co. baptism 
for several applicants has been postponed for future date. The work In Macon 
is progressing and one honest soul has been led down into the waters and been 
baptized. The work in general is in a prosperous condition, and we feel to 
regret that we have not a sufficient number of Elders to supply the demands made 
of us. The Elders have been notified to meet in Augusta for conference, whidi 
has 6e«i appointed for Dec. 2d. All look forward to a spiritual feast. 

Kentucky. — During the latter part of October letters were received from 
all parts of the state from friends, investigators and Saints, desiring the Elders 
to call on them, showing that there was plenty of room for more workers. On 
Nov. 10th Pres. Geo. R. Crockett and Elder Jas. S. Webster left Louisville to 
visit the Saints of Meade Co., where they held a series of meetings that were well 
attended by the Saints and friends. They report the work there as being in a very 
prosperous condition, and the Saints are trying to live up to their duties as near 
as possible. The Elders are putting forth their efforts with a zeal that proves 
they are enjoying the spirit of Gk)d to such an extent that they desire to do all 
in their power for the spread of truth and righteousness. At present all the Elders 
report being well, with the exceptions of Pres. Geo. R. Crockett and Elder Geo. 
E. Chadwick. 

Middle Tennessee. — ^This month opens with cooler weather, and all enjoying 
good health with one exception. Elder Woodward's arm will not permit him to 
travel and carry his grip. He was left where he could receive good treatment, 
being at Brother and Sister Pratt's, at Weekly, Giles Co. Elder Daniel E. Mich- 
aeleon joined our ranks Nov. 7th. Pres. J. W. Grant and Counselor J. G. Shields 
arrived in the city of Nashville Nov. 13th from their visit among Elders, Salnrs 
and friends, meeting with ?reat success, especially in getting the Joubnal in 
the homes of the Saints, also with many of our friends, who are earnestly inves- 
tigating our message. It will be the means of making friends for us, as it has 
hitherto done, being handed to neighbors for perusal. This month closed with 
great joy in the hearts of the Elders for the success we are meeting with, and 
great blessing of health which prevails. Elder Woodward, who received an hon- 
orable release to return home, was permitted to stay longer, when his illness was 
found to be of no serious nature. Counsellors Shields and Brown are back from 
a visit to Glenraven, Robertson Co., where they went to visit some of the Sainis 
who were sic*. They were improving rapidly when they left their bedside. 

Mississippi. — Oct. 28th Elder Hatch was reported sick at Booneville, Miss. 
Elders Moroni M. Savage, Royal M. Jeppson and David S. Rowley arrived in 
Meridian from Zion Oct. 28t4i, Sister May Alexander coming with them, on a 
visit to her old home in Brookhaven, Miss. Elder Savage was assigned to labor 
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with Elder Smith in Tippah Co., Elder Jeppson to labor with Elder Jenks In 
Benton Co., Elder Rowley in Meridian on account of being an old Elder. Elder 
Ralph W. Cheney arrived on Nov. 17th. He was assigned to labor with Eld«r 
Kennington in Lafayette Co. Elder Rowley was assigned to labor with Elder 
Gubler in Attala Co. Elders Hopkins and Liljenquist reported two baptisms at 
Strayhorn, Tate Co. Local Elder J. F. Sanders reported four baptisms at Gaveu, 
Clark Co. On Nov. 11th the reports showed a slight increase over last week's 
reports, both in meetings held and books sold. Elder Hatch reported very sick at 
Hatchie. Elder Tidwell was sick at Meridian. Elder Corbridge reported a series 
of seven soccessfol meetings at Hatchie, where the people seemed glad to hear the 
Gospel. The new Elders felt ready for missionary work. 

NoBTH Cabouna. — During the month the health of the Elders has been ex- 
cellent, with the exception of Elder Bayles, who has had a sore foot, unabling 
him to travel. Elder Petty and he were called to Hampstead, where Elders Petty 
and Burbidge became companions and were assigned a county in which to labor. 
Elder Bayles remained to assist the president, who is teaching school, until his 
foot gets well. On their way down here they baptized one man in Wake Co. 
At present there are nineteen pupils in daily attendance at our school. Some of 
them belong to our faith, while others do not. They are all advancing satisfac- 
torily and are doing good work. More pupils will come to our school as soon ns 
they get their work done up. The school is being taught as free as is the Gros- 
pel, yet there are some who dre so prejudiced against the "Mormons" that taey 
will not send their children to learn to read and write, because the teacher is a 
"Mormon." In the end what will the Great Judge of All say to such people? 
Several pairs of Elders completed canvassing their counties and they were 
given counties in the eastern part of the state, where it is not so muddy or cold 
in the winter as in the mountainous districts. Nothing more of importance has 
transpired in this conference during the past month. 

Ohio. — ^The transfers from other Conferences on account of ill health has 
only been that of W. O. Patterson. Elder Patterson was transferred Oct. 14th 
from Mississippi to Ohio. The breaking out of sores on his face rendered it 
impossible for him to do active work, but he reports well at present. Arrivals 
are those of Wm. T. Litster and Arnold S. Mecham. Elder Litster since his a - 
rival has been with Elder C. S. Jones visiting Elders, Saints and friends in 
Southern Ohio. The Saints have a stronger testimony to the divineness of the 
Church and are observing fast day more closely and are keeping the Word cf 
Wisdom better than ever before. One great feature of the trip of Elders Jod**s 
and Litster among the Saints was that of the many times they were asked to ad- 
minister to the sick. The desired effect was had in not less than half a dozen 
times, and we are greatly impressed with the influence the Lord manifests in thin 
ordinance. Elder J. W. Ahlstrom, who is honorably released, expected to start 
for home Nov. 20th. Elder Ahlstrom and G. A. Bigler have been laboring in To- 
ledo with great success in making friends. They attribute a part of their success 
to the use of the "Silent Missionary," Faith Promoting Series, "Leaves from 
My Journal," etc., which they have bought and freely loaned to friends. I am 
recommending them to all the Elders. We have had two mild cases of sicknest*, 
that of Elder Lawrence Johnson, who is not exempt from the malaria contracted 
in Alabama, and Elder H. R. Harrison, a touch of the grip. However, they a'-e 
much improved and you can put the Elders of the Ohio Conference down as 
being well and full in the harness, working hard for the Lord. 

South Carolina. — The month opens up bidding fair as to the progress of 
the Gospel work in South Carolina. The sick Elders have improved remarkably;, 
and our Elders with one or two exceptions are in excellent health. We can truly 
say the field is great and the laborers are few, as it is almost impossible for our 
Elders to comply with the requests for visits of our investigators and Saintit. 
Our forces were increased this month by the appearance of three new energetic 
Elders from Zion, Elders H. I. Mills, James L. Oman and W. A. Wells. Elder 
Joshua Finlinson was selected to labor with Elder Oman, Elder R. R. Siepert 
with Elder Mills and D. E. Boam with Elder Wells, in Newberry and Saluda, 
Laurens and Sumpter oounties, respectively. Elder Robt. G. Booth had the pleas- 
ure of having the doors of a missionary Baptist church opened to him by he 
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pastor and directors, in which to hold the funeral services of Sister Rufue Mc- 
Dowell, who had died some months before and was buried in the yard of said 
diurch. A nice congregation filled the house, the pastor also being present. 
After tiie service all expressed themselves as well pleased with the same. During 
this month President R. Ray Nixon received a letter through the office from a 
Mrs. Steadman, of Langley, Aiken Co., S. C, stating that neither she nor her 
husband were Latter-day Saints, but that they had read considerable of our doc- 
trines and had come to a knowledge of its truthfulness, and as she had been af- 
flicted with asthma for some time and the assistance from several doctors had 
failed, she believed that she could be healed by the Lord through the Latter-day 
Saints* Elders. Elders J. H. Cook and !Pres. Nixon went to their home and ad- 
ministered to her, and the next day she said she felt considerably better, and :8 
mending rapidly. Our fall reaping is still progressing, as we have united eleven 
into the fold of Christ, four by Elder E. Bradley and seven by Elder M. C. Smith. 
During this month we also lost one of our faithful workers. Elder Geo. F. Raw- 
lins, which we regret very much, he being transferred to Georigia Conference for 
health. Elder W. E. Jones and D. A. Gillies are reaping much success in re- 
gards to The Eldebs* Journal, in the interest of which they are traveling. 
**We leave a subscription with each family of Saints we visit," says Elder Jones. 
ViBomiA. — Pres. C. L. Pritchett returned Oct. 24th from his sojourn in 
the country since June 1st, having performed a splendid work during the summer. 
He walked 835 miles, rode 1,019 miles, visited and revisited many families, 
preaching, teaching, holding conferences and baptizing thirteen into the fold of 
Christ, three of whom were his relatives. Received word Oct. 30th that Elders 
W. J. Stephens and J. H. Gibbs were refused, by the mayor of Fredricksbur?, 
the privilege of canvassing the city. A branch conference was held Oct. 2l8t 
and 22d at Windy, Amhurst Co.. Va., at the home of Brother and Sister H. W. 
Rucker, Pres. C. L. Pritchett, G. L. Morrison, H. A. Rands and €^eo. A. Webb 
hemg the Elders in attendance. A very enjoyable time was had. Elders W. .T. 
Stephens and J. H. Gibbs visited Washington, D. C, from which city Elder W. J. 
Stephens left for home via Baltimore. Philadelphia and New York, having? spent 
two years in the field, the last two months of which was spent in this Conference. 
Elder P. P. Whitney underwent a successful operation Nov. 11th at the Memorial 
Hospital, which was witnessed by Pres. C. L. Pritchett. He has been doing fine 
ever since. Pres. Pritchett and Elder L. R. Baker, in company with Bro. E. 
Henshaw, held a very successful meeting at Bellwood, near Petersburg, Nov. 12th, 
where they feel much good seed was sown. After visiting Elder F. P. Whitney 
at the Memorial Hospital, Elders C. L. Pritchett and N. W. Oldroyd left Nov. IStii 
for home, via Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York. BuflFnlo and Chicago. Elder 
C. F. Weight arrived here Nov. 14th from Giles Co.. where he had been during 
his spell of fever, to succeed C. L. Pritchett a^ president of Virginia Conference. 
Elder Weight has fully recovered from the fever, and nearly so from rheumatisi-i, 
which followed th6 fever. Nov. 16th the office was moved to 404 North Twelfth 
street, where we are located for the winter. Elder F. P. Whitney is visited at 
the hospital every day. He is rapidly recovering. The doctor thinks he jvill 
be out in two weeks. 



Elder Kossuth Dyal of the Kentucky Conference 5*ends in a special order 
for books and tracts, and says: "On the 17th of November Elder Penrod and I 
entered Henry county and found the people friendly and willing to read and in- 
vestigate the message of salvation. I have never met as many friendly people in 
one day in all my labors as a missionary as yesterday, the 21 st. We sold seven 
books and gave away sixty-five tracts, and never found a person with a frown on 
their face. Our greatest difficulty is finding places to hold meetings in." 



Elder E. S. Greenwood of American Fork, Utah, sends a subscription to The 
Journal and says : "I always peruse its pages, and I tell you it Is a source of 
inspiration to me. It causes my mind to go back to what I call the best two 
years of my life, and I rejoice that I was once enlisted among the ambassadors 
of the Gospel in the Sunny South." 
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BEN E. RICH, Bditob. JAMES U. WALLIS, Associate Editor. 

EDIXO RIAL. 



JOSEPH SMITH'S PROPHECY THAT THE CHURCH WOULD BE 
DRIVEN TO THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS. 

** I prophesied that the Saints would continue to saffermuch affliction and would be driven 
to the Rocky Mountains, manj would apostatize, others would be put to death bj our perse- 
cutors, or lose their liyes in consequence of exposure or disease, and some will live to tro and 
assist in making settlements and build cities ana see the Saints become a mighty people In the 
midst of the Rocky Mountains." 

Such was the prediction made by the Prophet Joseph Smith on August 6. 
1842, in Nauvoo, Illinois, and is recorded by his own hand in his history. The 
men responsible for the institution of the spurious church, known as the Reorgan- 
ites, have denied that the Prophet ever thought of the Church being driven into the 
Western wilds, and have ignored the statement that the prophecy published at the 
head of this article was ever made by Joseph Smith. At the last general con- 
ference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, held in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, in April last. Elder Samuel W. Richards, well known In the churcn, 
was called to the stand by President Joseph F. Smith, and there related, to the 
assembled thousands of Israel, his testimony as to being called by the Prophet to 
take part in the advance guard of the proposed exodus. We give his remarks in 
full, as they are of great worth and will be of especial historic value as the yea-s 
roll by, when Elder Richards shall have gone to his final account. They are as 
follows : 

My brethren, sisters and friends — Quite unexpected to me, prior to coming 
into this meeting, I have been requested to say a few words to you on some 
liiatters touching my history and exi)erience with the Prophet Joseph Smith. I 
am thankful that I can say I was quite intimate with him while he was 
living upon the earth. There is a little experience I had with him that perhaps 
no other person living today could relate. In the winter of 1843-4, about six 
months prior to the death of the Prophet Joseph Smith, a messenger was sent 
to me from Nauvoo to ask me if I would be one of a company of pioneers to 
explore the Rocky Mountains and to find a place for the Church to go to. Hiat 
request came from the Prophet Joseph Smith. At the time I thought it a 
little strange that I should be called upon for a mission of this kind, as I 
was but a young man, in m^^ teens; but my acquaintance up to that time with 
the Prophet Joseph was such that I could not say no. I replied, yes, I 
will do anything that the Prophet Joseph wants me to do, that is in my power 
to do. Consequently I gave my name in to be one of a company of twenty-four 
young men, who were selected to travel and explore the Rocky Mountains and 
find a place for the Church to go to, because the persecution was getting so 
strong then in (Nauvoo that the Prophet Joseph foresaw that the Church would 
have to leave, retire from the civilized world, and go into the mountains. This 
was then a wild country. 

I am reminded that when I was in Europe, in the early fifties, it was re- 
ported to the British government that I was emig^rating many people from Great 
Britain into a wild country, where they were liable to perish, and it was 
thought that this emigration ought to be stopped. Because of this I was ordered 
to appear in London and give an account of what I was doing. I was then pre- 
siding over the British mission, and emigrated many people to this country. I 
responded to this call, and spent about five hours before a committee of sixteen 
members of Parliament telling them what I was doing. I had been to this 
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valley myself and knew what is was. I told them that I was sending people to 
a country where they could own a farm and be as independent in their living as 
the lords and peers were there. I satisfied them, and they all shook hands with me 
at the end of our interview and wished me well, and I was invited by a number 
of them to come again to London and spend some time with them. I speak of 
this to show that the feeling of the people at that time was that this was a wild 
country, and we were coming here to perish. 

It was the purpose of the Prophet Joseph to come here and locate with his 
people. He organized this company and held weekly meetings with them for 
several weeks in Nauvoo, and when he had them sufficiently instructed, as he 
thought, to properly understand what was to be the character of their miss inn 
and fit-out, he went across the river and made a start to go toward the moun- 
tains. It was his intention to go to the mountains with us, as a company of 
pioneers. But he was followed by those who did not like the idea of his leav- 
ing, and while they were pleading with him to return, he told them, '*If I go 
bade, I go as a lamb to the slaughter." Nevertheless, they determined he should 
return, and he went back to Nauvoo. From there he went to Carthage, and we 
all know the history of what followed. 

Suffice it to say, I attended four meetings of this company and at one of them, 
which was in charge of Hyrum Smith, and three or four of the Twelve were 
also present, it was said that Joseph the Prophet had remarked that he wanted 
young men for that mission who could go u];>on the mountains and talk with God 
face to face, as Moses did upon Mount Sinai. When I heard that statement, I 
felt in my soul that I was not the one to go: and just before the meeting closed 
I got up out of my seat for the purpose of going to Brother Hyrum Smith and 
telHng him I was not the one to go, for I did not fed that I could meet the condi- 
tions, but as I got up there was a voice came to me, and I heard it distinctly as 
from one standing by my side, saying, "Stop ; rest awhile.'* I took my seat again, 
and instead of telling the Prophet Hyrum that I did not feel I could go, I wei^t 
home, and before retiring I knelt by my bedside and prayed to my heavenly Father. 
If I ever prayed in earnest it was then, that I might know before morning 
whether I was a suitable one to go on that expedition, under the terms specified. 
The idea of going into the mountains and talking with Qod face to face, as Moses 
did upon Mount Sinai, was more than I, as a boy, could think of encountering. 

No one perhaps need wonder that I should shrink from such a considera- 
tion. I retired to my bed and remained there about four hours, and during that 
four hours I got the answer to my prayer, and when I awoke I was prepared to 
go upon that journey and do just as the Prophet wanted me to do. During that 
four hours I saw all that I expect to see if I should live a thousand years. Some 
one came to me and told me where to go, and I performed that journey that night 
while I lay upon my bed. I came to this valley first. I don't know how I got 
here, but I went down through these valleys and into •Southern California. It 
had been stated that possibly we might have to go that far. When I came here 
I had to pass four sentinels, and in passing them I gave a countersign, which I 
got direct from heaven at the time it was needed. I passed them all, and went 
on down into "Southern California. Then I was prompted to go farther, and I 
went into the northern part of Mexico. I returned from there to Jackson county, 
Missouri, and there I stayed and helped build the temple. I saw that temple 
thoroughly completed; in fact, I labored upon it until it was complete. When 
this was done, the vision continued, and I went and laid down my body in the 
ground, and my spirit left this tabernacle. Then I traversed this continent from 
end to end. I saw the Garden of Eden as it was in the beginning and as it will 
be restored again. It was a land filled with verdue and vegetation, and with al' 
manner of fruits, on which man was living. I saw it filled with cities, towns and 
villages, and people happy, living under the administration of divine providence. 
It was a Garden of Eden in very deed. 

Now, all this I saw while I was sleeping, and it was so impressed upon me 
that it can never be forgotten. I saw that this was the result of the Latter-day 
Saints coming to these valleys of the mountains and following the direction that 
the Prophet Joseph indicated. I could tell a long story about this matter if I had 
the time to do it, but it is not best that I should. I wish, however, to make the 
statement distinctly, that this coming to the mountains of the Saints of God and 
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establishing themselves here was under the special direction of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith. Although there are those who say to the contrary, this is my testimony. 
The Prophet Joseph Smith had all this planned, and if he had been alloweJ to 
have had his way, I believe he might have been with us even today. He would cer- 
tainly have gone with that company to these mountains and have located the 
people. I was one of that company, and I think I have the names of the resc. 
However, the conditions became so severe at Nauvoo that the people had to pick 
up and leave in a body, before there was time for this company to make the pn>- 
posed exploration. The Prophet Joseph and his brother Hyrum were martyred 
in Carthage, and the mob would not let the people remain in Nauvoo. 

These are the facts in regard to this matter, and I am proud and thankful 
that I know of these things, and am glad that the Saints are building up thesci 
valleys of the mountains as I saw them built up in vision. If the people of God 
will only go on and keep His commandments, the time will come when this whole 
land will be filled with towns, cities and villages, and the earth will bring forfh 
all that is necessaiT for the support and sustenance of the people thereof. Amen. 



L. D. S. CHURCH AT JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 

In the fall of 1904 the Elders and Saints of Jacksonville, Floridci, having for 
a long time felt the lack of a suitable place in which to worship the Lord, decideil 
to make an effort to obtain aid from the Saints in various parts of the Ck)nfer- 




enoe and erect a meeting-house. The matter was submitted to President Ben 15. 
Rich, who sanctioned the movement. A committee was appointed to make al) 
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arrangements, and consisted of the following brethren and sisters: President 
GoHghtly, Elders A. L. McAlister, C. E. Ferrin, Brother Fred Reimer, and Sisters 
A. G. Watson and W. V. CoJby. Letters sigaed by this committee were sent to 
the Saints throughout the Conference, asking their financial help in the under- 
taking, flany nobly responded, and* with their support and that given by Presi- 
dent Rich, land was secured and the building erected. Excepting the mason work, 
the building has been constructed by Elders Elmer B. Mecham, Wilford Whitta- 
ker, A. M. Palmer, A. G. Burton, G. A. Phippen and Brother Adams, the former 
in charge. They pulled off their preachers* clothes, put on overalls and jumpers, 
and did every bit of the carpenter work, even to building the pulpit and painting 
the building, inside and out. It was a sermon to the people of Jacksonville, thac 
many of them never tire of talking about, — to see preachers of the Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ handle the saw and the hammer and build a church from 
the ground to the steeple, — ^it was something that opened their eyes. 

The house as completed cost a little over $2,000.00. It is insured for 
$1,000.00. The EHders who did the carpenter work are seen in the picture. 



PRESIDENT RICH HOLDING CONFERENCES. 

On Sunday, Nov. 19, 1905, President Rich commenced his regular tour of 
the mission, holding conferences in the different states. On that day he met with 
the Florida Presidency, Elders and Saints, in their lovely church at Jacksonville, 
the picture of which is published in another part of this issue. Elder Mobcs 
Smith, who has been so faithfully connected with the business of the mission at 
the Chattanooga office, and who will be shortly leaving for his home in Zion, was 
invited by President Rich to accompany him and preach to the people. The ac- 
count of their visit is given in the Florida Conference monthly review in this 
number of the Joubnal. 

On Sunday, Nov. 26, President Rich attended the Ohio Conference, which was 
held at Cleveland, and next Sunday, Dec. 3, he will be at Augusta, Georgia, to 
hold Conference there. The Sunday following, Dec. 10th, he will attend the South 
Carolina Conference at Camden, and on Sunday, Dec. 17th, he will be at Hamp- 
stead, N. C, for Conference. He then goes to Nassau, one of the Bahama group 
of islands, lying southwest of the coast of Florida. The island of Nassau be- 
longs to England and has been attached to the Southern States Mission. It is 
reached from Miami, Florida, and has never been visited by an Elder of Lb? 
Church of Jeaus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

After New Year's President Rich will hold Conferences in Kentucky. Alabama, 
Mississippi, East Tennessee, Middle Tennessee and Virginia. So that he will 
be kept going now until well in the spring. He is enjoying the best of health, 
and is being greatly blessed of the Lord in his ministry. 



NOTES FROM THE FIELD. 



Elder O. E. Overson of St. Johns, Ariz., sends us in' a bunch of eight new 
subscribers for The Eldebs' Joubnal, and says: **I send you this to show the 
remembrances that still linger in my bosom of the kindness you showed to me as 
my Mission President. My missionary experience is a source of joy and satis- 
faction to me, even to this day, and I hope it will be to the end of my life. The 
energy you instilled in my heart I am pleased to say has not all left yet, and I 
now sometimes fed like trying to do some good among our people at home. Th«> 
officers of our state and ward have not let me go idle since I arrived home abour 
six months ago. When I first came home I was chosen as an assistant superin- 
tendent of our Sunday school, a week later as president of the Y. M. M. I. A., and 
in a short time afterwards as stake clerk. All of these offices I now hoKI. I am 
now teaching in the Stake Academy. I look very anxiously for the little Journat^ 
that speaks so often of my dear old mission companions and the places where T 
have trod many a-weary mile in the hot sun and enjoyed an evening in the woods 
with my companion. To read of these bring back the many incidents to m.v 
mind that I passed through, and I feel thankful for the privilege I then had of 
tasting the bitters and sweets of a missionary's life. My testimony is as strong 
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as ever, and I still know the Gospel is true in every principle, and stand by ic 
as firmly as when I saw you last" 



''I have just got through reading the 'Life of Joseph Smith the Prophet/ ** 
writes Sister Alice B. Herron of Beaver Dam, N. C, "and I have been deeply im- 
pressed with what the early Saints went through and how the Prophet Joseph 
suffered. And yet how firm he was, and bore his lot meekly and without a mur- 
mur. How I wish every one would read this book and learn for themselves the 
truth about the church. I can bear my testimony to the world that Joseph Smith 
was Indeed a prophet and that every prediction made by the Lord through him 
will be fulfilled. I have secured the genealogy of my mother's relatives and am 
preparing to have a work done for them in the House of the Lord. I have seea 
the power of God made manifest through the healing of my daughter, and I 
cannot tell nor can pen write my joy nor my faith in the promises of the Lord. 
I enjoy the dear little Joubnal. It is all the company I have. I wish it could 
coime every week. I have kept all the numbers and have sewed them together. 
I never tire of reading the old ones. I like to read them over and over again. 
It brings many precious messages to the drooping heart, and its pages are like 
the comforting voice of a dear mother. It is full of cheer. My little girl says, 
*How I do love the Joubnal.' " 



Brother C. M. Hauser of Washington, D. C, writes us a nice letter, from 
which we make the following abstract: "Never in its history was this old world 
of ours in such a state of universal stir and expectancy. There is an awful ca- 
tastrophe impending. One of the iron legs of the image is crumbling to its 
utter downfall. Russia is doomed, and already there are ominous rumblings in 
the long-time stagnant and stolid Turkish empire. It will grow to a mighty 
earthquake, and the Sultan — the sick man of the East — will be shaken from h'n 
throne. The Shah of Persia will soon follow, and the great seismic convulsion 
will travel around the globe, until autocracy and misrule of every kind is toppied 
down and trampled in the dust. No one can view and understand this so well 
as the Latter-day Saints. There is quite a nice band of 'Mormons' in Washington. 
Pres. McQuarrie called to see us one day last week. I enclose you fifty cents 
for the glorious little Elders' Journal." 



Elder J. H. Hardy of Vernal, Utah, writing on Nov. 17, says: "You will 
find enclosed $10.50 to cover twenty-one subscriptions to The Elders' Journal. 
I am still deeply interested in the success of the missionary work in the South, 
and knowing the little Journal to be a factor of mighty worth in the spread of 
truth, I take pleasure in sending you the above list, with more to follow, and 
feel to say that I wish it could find its way into the homes of all that are seeking 
the true message of salvation, for too much cannot be said of its merit, and I 
am glad to see it grow. May it ever live!" Good for Bro. Hardy. His list Is 
the second longest sent in. Brother Joseph Irwin of Laketown, Utah, holding the 
record. Bro. Jos. W. Musser of Heber City, Utah, comes third. We wonder how 
long Bro. Irwin will hold the banner over all ! 



Elder Robert G. Booth sends in an account of the funeral of the daughter of 
Brother Jas. J. Owens of Myrtle Beach, S. C. "We had a large congregation 
and the very best of order. I never saw better decorum anywhere. The youns: 
lady was buried in the Collins Creek Missionary Baptist churchyard. The pas- 
tor gave up the church to us and he was there himself with his following. The 
Lord was with me in my discourse on that occasion, for which I feel to thank 
Him. I preached the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, and bore a humble but 
faithful testimony to the truth of its restoration, and that Joseph Smith was a 
prophet of the Almighty, to be an instrument in His hand in setting up His King- 
dom upon the earth, never more to be thrown down or given to another people, ns 
recorded by Daniel in his second chapter." 



Sister Florence Bale of Langston, Ala., writes : "I have been so blessed 
since I paid my tithing, that I feel to say that all who observe this law will re- 
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ceive the btemings promised. My father is a farmer, and he gives me a parch 
of cotton every year. Last year I had $15, on which I paid my full tithing. This 
year I had $30, and I send my tithing on that. Therefore I have great caase Cor 
having faith in the promises of the Lord. There are no Saints here, and I gee 
lonely sometimes, but I get the Journal every two weeks, and it helps to mako 
the way brighter for me. I am going to try and get you some new subscribers, but 
the people here don't seem to appreciate the truth." 



Brother R. H. Cherry of Robersonville, N. C, says: "I know that the law 
of tithing is one of the grandest principles of the Gospel. The Lord has blessed 
me in observing it. I often think of myself and little family living here in the 
county of Martin, where none only ourselves belong to the Church, and no Elders 
have been here for a long time. If it was not for the Journal making its visits 
twice each month how lonely we would be. How I long for each publication day 
to come around so as I can go to the postoffice and get it. God bless the little 
messenger with a long life to carry the glad tidings of the progress of C^'s work 
to his sons and daughters." 



Writing from Columbus, Ohio, Nov. 11, Elder J. M. Cummings says: "On 
Friday I met a valuable friend to the Elders in the person of Dr. C. S. Carr of 
the "Peruna" establishment. He invited us to his home, where we partook of 
his hospitality. Dr. Carr said a religion that could produce such bright, clean, 
pure young men like the Mormon Elders are, and implant in their hearts such 
a reli^ous zeal, deserved high commendation. Although one of the clergy in the 
Congregational church, he said he knew of no other religious organization which 
could trust its young men out in the world of temptation as does the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints." 



We have received a very nice letter from Sister Agnes Maddox of Beech 
Grove, Ky., in which she bears testimony to the blessings resulting from a strict 
observance of the law of tithing, and very tersely says: ''Although I am poor 
I can be honest. I was 60 years old last June and have always had food and 
raiment and a shelter. I have never suffered like some poor earthly mortals do, 
and am very thankful that my Heavenly Father has remembered me. O, how 
could I forget sudi a Friend. I feel like I am one of his weakest followers, .\ot 
I want to do all I can. The Elders' Journal is so consoling and brings glad tid- 
ings of great joy." 



Elders Corbridge and Hatch write from Hatchie, Miss., that they have jusc 
concluded a series of nine meetings, with fine attendance at each, accomplishing 
much good. Elder Hatch is recovering nicely from his attack of malarial fevei* 
after being confined to his bed for nearly five weeks. '*Thb Elders' Journal 
does a power of good among the Saints and Elders, as also among others who take 
time to read its beautiful pages," write these brethren. "Many express themselves 
to us that they would not do without it in their homes, as it would be Hke miss- 
ing one of the family." 



Elder James S. Blake of Hinckley, Utah, writes a nice letter, accompanying 
his subscription to the Journal. In it he says: ''I am interested in the mis- 
sion, as there are many warm, dear friends in North Carolina. I feel to lejoice 
when I look back and realize that in my humility I tried to do my best thei« and 
accomplished my mission to the satisfaction of the authorities. Just tell the El- 
ders to push on and on to victory; and for the Saints to keep the faith and ibe 
sinner to repent." 



Sister M. A. Sinclair of Middendorf, S. C, says: "As I consider the law 
of tithing is one of the greatest blessings we can enjoy, I feel I would like to v»x- 
press myself in the Journal about it. Ever since embracing the Gospel I have 
paid mine, if it is ever so little, and I can truthfully say that I never feel any 
happier than when I start mine to the mission office. I know I have i^ceived 
many blessings as a result of living up to this law, and I exhort all to observe If 
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"On Sunday evening, Nov. 19th," writes Sister N. C. Sanders of Hampstea*!, 
N. C, **Elders Wm. A Petty and James R. Burbidge called at my house and 
administered to one of my children, who was very sick, and had been for two 
days with severe pains in the head and continued vomitting. In twenty minuten 
after administering to her she was at perfect ease, and I feel thankful to *^he 
Lord for His blessings." 



"While in Green Co., Va.," write Elders Pearce and Morrison, "we held a 
series of fifteen meetings and had the pleasure of baptizing two souls. Had it 
not been so late in the season undoubtedly many more would have been baptized, 
as we have a great number of friends, and many investigators who firmly believe 
in the doctrines taught by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints." 



"I am, as you predicted, pleased with the Journal," writes Elder Wm. As- 
per, of Salt Lake City, Utah, "and will endeavor to have others send in subscript 
tions. 1 learned to love the Southern people while in their midst as a missionary, 
and am about as much interested in their welfare as when tramping over their 
hills nearly a quarter of a century ago." 



•Sister Cynthia Glover of Blaney, S. C, writes : "The Journal is a welcome 
guest in our home. In it I learn many truths concerning the work of €k>d and 
love to read all about the Elders. I know they are the true servants of God, 
sent forth to call all people to repentance, and deliver glad tidings of great joy 
to those who will obey." 



Elder S. C. Parkinson of Franklin, Idaho, sends us three new subscribers, an.l 
says: "I know we will enjoy the reading. Twenty years ago I labored in the 
South. I was there when Elders Gibbs and Berry were murdered in Tennessee, 
and I was mobbed myself. I trust you do not have that kind of treatment now." 



Elder Jos. W. Musser of Heber City, Utah, says: "I enclose you herewith 
check for $6.50, for thirteen subscriptions to The Elders Journal. Success lo 
the JoxTRNAL and the mission." The names sent by Elder Musser have been put 
on our mailing list, and we take this opportunity of expressing our thanks to him. 



Elder Wm. Moultrie of Basin, Idaho, writes for us to place his name down 
for a life subscription to the Journal. "I am greatly pleased with it. It con- 
tains sketches from many parts where I did duty as a soldier during the Civil 
war, and later on as a missionary." 



In the Journal of Nov. 1st it was stated in Virginia Conference History 
that Charles Smith has been appointed superintendent of Sunday school at Moun- 
tain Lake, Giles Co. This was wrong. It should have been Julian M. Ratliff. 



Elder Wm. Criddle of Syracuse, Utah, sends us his subscription to Tnt: 
Elders' Journal, and says: "I am well pleased with it, and will try and got 
you some more subscribers." We will be glad to receive them. 



"The Journal is a welcome visitor in our home. It is a messenger of truth, 
My children enjoy the beautiful poetry it contains, and say it makes such nico 
recitations." So writes Sister X. J. McLamb, of Hinckley, N. C. 



"If I cannot see the Elders nor hear any preaching, I want to hear from 
them and see what they are doing, so send me The Elders' Journal," writes Bro. 
John W. Eams of Veto, Ala. We are glad to send it. 



Elder Geo. F. Montieth, of Saltord, Ariz., writes us that he is going to send 
us in some new names for the Journal. We shall be glad to receive them, and b'd 
yon God-speed. 
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Elder John F. Sanders reports the baptism of four new members at Gavm. 
Miss. Nov. 5. A short meetingr was held at the water's edge, where the principle 
of baptism was explained by Elder Sanders. The newly baptized members were 
confirmed at the home of Sister Alvira Holomont, and a sacrament meeting hcLi. 



Elders Hatch and Tidwell of the Mississippi Conference are sick, and the 
Elders and Saints are requested to let their prayers ascend for their speedy re- 
covery. 



Elder Alfred Fuller of Pine, Ariz., sends in his subscription to the Journal 
and says, "I will do all I can to get more subscribers." Success to you. 



Elder Geo. W. Perkins of Bluff, Utah, sends us in four subscriptions to the 
JouBNAL. Many, many thanks. 



ARRIVALS. 



The following Eilders arrived in Chattanooga from Utah on Sunday, Nov. 1^, 
1905: William Nelson Wignall, of Payson, Utah; David Gourley, of Provo, 
Utah; Leonard Preece Allen, Richmond, Utah; Oliver WsLgaer Bonham, Hooper, 
Utah; Ivan Lee Ballard, Payson, Utah. 

Elder Edwin Walker of Rexburg, Idaho, arrived in Chattanooga on Sunday, 
Nov. 26, 1905. 

Elder George L. Spangenburg of Ogden, Utah, arrived in Chattanooga on 
Nov. 18, 1905. 



APPOINTMENTS. 

Elders L. P. Allen and I. L. Ballard have been appointed to labor in the 
East Tennessee Conference. 

Elder J. B. Heaton has been appointed to preside over the Florida Conference. 

Elder O. W. Bonham has been appointed to labor in the Middle Tennessee 
Conference. 

Elders W. N. Wignall and David Gourley have been appointed to labor in 
the Mississippi Conference. 

Elder G. L. Spangenberg has been appointed to labor in the Florida Confer- 
ence. 

Eilder Edwin Walker has been appointed to labor in the Georgia Conference. 



RELEASES. 

Elder J. B. Broderick has been honorably released from traveling in the 
Florida Conference, to return home. 

Elder Geo. E. Chadwick has been honorably released from traveling in the 
Virginia Conference, to return home. 

Elder C. E. Ferrin has been honorably released from presiding over the Flor- 
ida Conference, to return home. 

Elder T. F. Brown of the Alabama Conference has been honorably released 
to return home. 



TRANSFERS. 

Elder Geo. F. Rawlins has been transferred from the South Carolina Confer^ 
ence to labor in the Georgia Conference. 

Elder S. E. Parkinson has been transferred from the Alabama Conference to 
labor at Key West, in the Florida Conference. 

Elder Jos. S. Fish has been transferred from the Georgia Conference to labor 
at Key West, in the Florida Conference. 
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WHAT HAVE WE DONE TODAY? 



We shall do so much In the years to come, 

But wha^t have we done today? 
We shall give our gold In a princely sum, 

But what did we give today? 
We Shall lift the hearL and dry the tear. 
We shall plant a hope in the place of fear, 
We shall speak the words of love and cheer. 
But what did we speak today? 

We shall be so kind in the after-a-while. 

But wnat have we been toda.y? 
We ahaU brlnig to each lonely life a smile, 

But wliat have we brougftit today? 
We shall g4ve to truth a grander birth 
Aud to steadfast faith a deeper worth, 
We flftiaW feed the hungering souls of earth. 
But whom haye we fed todiay? 

We rtiall reap such Joys In the by-and-by. 
But wihat haive we sown today? 

We shall build us mansions in the sky, 
But what have we built today? 

*Ti8 sweet in Idle dreams to bask, 

But here and now do we do our tatfk? 

Tes. this is the thing our soul must ask, 
••Wliat have we done today?" 



DIED. 

Vinson. — At Coleman, Crenshaw Co., Alabama, August 25, 1905, of general 
debility, William Vin»on ("Uncle Buck," as he was familiarly known by the Ei- 
ders and friends), aged 92 years, 6 months and 6 days. Deceased had been a 
faithful member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints for ten years, 
and was a friend to the Elders long before be embraced the Gospel. The final 
illness was of two weeks' duration. He welcomed death and seemed anxious to 
lay down his well-worn tabernacle. 



edited and published by 

Eldsb Ben. E. Rich, of the Southern States Mission, 

chattanooga, tenn. 
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**By the potcer of Qod I translated the Book of Mormon from hieroglyphics, 
the knowledge of which was lost to the world; in which wonderful event I stood 
alone, an unlearned youth, to comhat the worldly wisdom and multiplied ignorance 
of eighteen centuries, with a new revelation, which — if they would receive the 
everlasting Gospel — would open the eyes of more than eight hundred milliQns of 
people and make **plain the old paths,** wherein if a man walk in all the ordinances 
of God hlameless, he shall inherit eternal life.*" — Joseph Smith, Nov. 13, 1843. 

Vol. III. December 15, 1905. No. 8. 



DESCRIPTION OF THE GREAT TEMPLE AT SALT LAKE CITY. 

Continued from page 99. 



HISTORICAL TEMPLES. 

Dictionary definitions of Temples include the following : "A holy sanctuary ;"" 
"An edifice erected in honor of Deity ;" "A place in which the Divine Presence spe- 
cially resides." God spoke to Adam in the Garden of Eden, and thus, as the poe" 
Bryant says, "The groves were God's first Temples.** He selected the top of Mount 
Sinai on which to abide while making His decrees known to Israel. But, ii 
seems that, whenever circumstances would permit, the chosen people havo always 
l)een required to erect special and suitable edifices wherein to perform sacred rite^i, 
ceremonies, and ordinances acceptable to the Father, that can not be performed 
elsewhere, and where His presence would be manifest. 

There is reason to believe that the children of Israel had a primitive structure 
of that character in the land of Egj^pt, and that they carried with them such por- 
tions of it as were portable when they fled into the wilderness. There is a detailed 
description, in Exodus, of a building constructed under the direction of Mose^. 
in accordance with plans revealed to him by the Most High. It was called th* 
Tabernacle, and its purpose and uses were similar to those which Temples were 
afterwards devoted to. The Tabernacle, therefore, may properly be regarded 
as a temporary Temple, to suit the unsettled condition of the Israelites at thnt 
time. It was a holy place, in which the Lord communed with Moses, and wherein 
solemn assemblages of Priests and other worthy individuals were held, ordinance;* 
were performed, and the sacred vessels, furniture, and records were carefully 
guarded. 

Many years afterward, all the sacred things thnt had been faithfully kep^; 
within the Tabernacle, or Temple of the wilderness, were transferred to the great 
Temple that was built by Solomon, under Divine command, and with them aj.«o 
the materials of which the Tabernacle was constructed. 

Solomon's Temple is regarded as the grandest ever built on this earth, and 
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probably no other has equalled it in the magnificence and costliness of its decora- 
tions and furnishings. The main building, however, was not very large, measuriii.:; 
105 feet in length, 35 feet wide, and 52 feet high. It consisted of two halls, divided 
by a vail, and was surrounded by chambers used by the officiating Priests. Be- 
fore the entrance was a portico 210 feet high. Sacrifices were not perform***! 
within the Temple, but in the courts surroundiog it. 

The Lord accepted the Temple built by Solomon, and His Glory was within 
and upon it ; but, after a few years, the King and people transgressed the laws of 
God ; they permitted the consecrated building to be polluted, and the Divine Pres- 
ence was withdrawn ; the Temple passed into the hands of their enemies and wu i 
despoiled by them, and finally it was destroyed by fire. 

Another Temple was completed 516 B. C., its erection having been commenced 
under direction of Zerubbabel, when the Jews were permitted to return to Jeru- 
salem, after their seventy years captivity in Babylon. This Temple was on the 
same general plan but of larger dimensions than the preceding one ; it was greatly 
inferior, however, in its appointments. It did not contain the Ark of the Go vena nr, 
the Urim and Thummim, Aaron's rod, the "tables of stone" on which the com- 
mandmants were inscribed, nor other most precious relics; those things had been 
removed from Solomon's Temple, and hidden by faithful Priests, when it was 
desecrated. 

The favor of God was manifest in this Temple of Zerubbabel, during the brief 
periods the people observed Divine laws; but the structure gradually decayed, and 
King Herod, 15 B. 0., commenced work of reconstruction and improvement. Tii** 
main building erected by bim was more massive and much larger than Solomon's 
Temple, although the same general plan was followed; and the courts were in- 
creased and greatly extended. The portico was one hundred and seventy-five foet 
long, thirty-eight feet wide, and two hundred and twenty-four feet high. 

The Jews rejected and crucified the Messiah, and Herod's great Temple was 
totally destroyed by Titus, A. D. 70. As predicted by Jesus, **not one stone was lef u 
on another." This was the last Temple erected on the eastern continent, of which we 
have any record. The Book of Mormon tells of numerous Temples on the western 
hem-isphere, built by descendants of the house of Israel who came to this land in 
ancient times, and their Temples w<ere the same in character as those of the East. 

Unlike synagogues, churches, cathedrals, and other places of worship, the 
Temples herein referred to were not designed, and not used, as places of public 
assembly for the people in general. These Temples were reserved for special, holy 
purposes in which only a limited number of the Priests and people could partici- 
pate. Details of the services, rites, ceremonies, and ordinances performed in the 
Temples, or the Tabernacle, are not given in the Scriptures; on the other hand, 
thie most minute details are recorded concerning sacrifices and ceremonies per- 
formed outside of those holy places. It is presumable, therefore, that those who 
were privileged to enter were not permitted to make known unto others the nature 
of the solemn proceedings conducted therein. This is in conformity to what mav 
properly be regarded as an Eternal law — the unworthy are deprived of privileges 
and blessings accorded to the righteous. 

The Crospel proclaimed by the Latter-day Saints is the Gospel of the Jjonl 
Jesus Christ, in its fullness, restored to earth for the redemption of mankind ; 
and it includes all that God has revealed that is essential for the salvation and 
exaltation of His children. Evidently it is His will that Tempdes, sacred and 
holy places, should be erected, duly dedicated, accepted by Him, and kept pura 
and undefiled, where His Spirit may abide, and wherein ordinances may be ad- 
ministered that can not be performed else^vhere. 

In harmony with this known will of Crod, and in obedience to His command, 
the Latter-day Saints have erected Temples in this age. Not only was this 
comnMind given, but every requisite detail was reveaied, just as it was to Mosos 
and to Solomon. This was necessary because the knowledge thereof was lost to 
mankind; and further, the law of sacrifice was superseded, consequently, the 
arrangements formerly made for complying therewith are no longer needed. 

From the time that the vast importance, and glorious purposes involved in 
Temple building were made known to the Latter-day Saints they have considerei 
no sacrifice too great to comply with what they feel sure is the Divine will in 
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relation thereto. This is manifest in their having already erected six Temple?*, 
each one as grand in structure and furnishings as it has i>een possible to mako 
it, considering the circumstances of the people. The Saints have cheerfully 
expended millions of dollars in money and value of labor in this direction, un- 
grudgingly given, often under most distressing conditions, when necessities were 
hardly obtainable and comforts were unknown. 

The first Temple built by the Latter-day Sainto was in Kirtland, Ohio. It 
was begun in July, 1833, and completed March 26tti, 1836, at a cost of about $70,- 
000. Soon after its completi<^n the Saints were compelled to abandon it;' the 
building, however, still remains. 

The second Temple was erected by them in Nauvoo, Illinois. The work on 
it was commenced April 6th, 1841. In the fall of 1845, the portion then com- 
pleted was dedicated; but it was not until April 30th of the following year thai 
it was completely finished and dedicated. Immediately thereafter, a mob drove 
tbe Saints from their loved Temple and beautiful city; and in November, 184S, 
the Tempfe was destroyed by incendiaries. It cost over $1,000,000. 

The third Temple was built in St George, Utah. Work was begun on it 
November 9th, 1871, and it was finished and dedicated January 1, 1877. It codt 
about $800,000. 

The fourth Temple is located in Logan, Utah. The comer stones were laid 
September 17, 1877, and the building was dedicated May 17, 1884. The cost wos 
about $500,000. 

The fifth Temple was erected in Manti, Utah, the work on which was com- 
menced April 14, 1879, and it was completed and dedicated on May 21, 1888. 
It cost $992,000. 

The Salt Lake Temple is the sixth that has been built, but the Latter-day 
Saints anticipate continuing indefinitely this gigantic labor of Temple building. 
They have received numberless manifestations of Divine approval, and will noL 
ce«se their efforts to accomplish all that is required of them in this direction. 
Two other sites have been designated for Temples, one at Independence, Missouri, 
where, it is expected, the grandest one of all will be erected; the other is at 
Far West, Missouri. 

History records that the Jews and Romans sought to justify themselves for 
persecuting and killing the early Christians by declaring that the followers of 
Messiah were guilty of wicked, immoral, and murderous practices. In this 
generation enemies, and ignorant malignors, have, in like manner, aroused 
popular hatred and persecution againut the Latter-day Saints, by industriously 
circulating the most abominable falsehoods concerning them. Among other 
canards thus proclaimed is that vite, blasphemous, and bloodthirsty ceremonies, 
accompanied by dreadful oaths, are and have been prevalent in their Temple^. 
In recent years, however, thousands of people, not of their fadth, have met 
missionaries of the Church abroad, and associated with its members in Utah and 
elsewhere, with the result that the characCer of the Latter-day Saints is now 
better understood, and those who have thus met them recognize the fact that rhe 
old unfavorable reputation is untrue. It is now common to hear unprejudice^i 
ladies and gentlemen, who have had opportunity to become acquainted with faith- 
ful members of the Church, declare that their lives and conduct are exceptionally 
pure, their temperance and industry notable, and that they come as near ax 
human beings can to loving Ck>d with aU their heart, and their neighbors as 
themselves. 

Anothor old-time falsehood concerning this formerly much- abused and 
roisrei'fesenied community is in process of being swept away in a similar 
manner. Their enemies and those who ignorautly repeat the fabrications, nseil 
to assert vigorously that the '^Mormons" were rebellious and treasonable, and 
that they desired the overthrow of the United States Government. The fact is that 
it has been demonstrated numberless times, in the true history of the Latter-day 
Saints, that loyalty to the Government of the United States is one of their 
distinguiahing characteristics; fathers, sons, and brothers have unhesitatingly 
risked their lives to maintain its institutions. Men of the greatest prominence 
in the community have sons who have entered, and continue to enter, the military 



Digitized by 



Google 



116 ELDERS' JOURNAL 

and naval academies of tiie nation, that they may qualify themselves to defend 
thedr country in times of danger. 

An article of faith of the Latter-day Sainte is that the Constitution of the 
United States was formulated under the inspiration of God. The civil, religious, 
and political Kberty guaranteed by that grand document to every citizen of the 
Republic, is appreciated by the Saints as an inalienable right they are individ- 
ually entitled to enjoy; and they consider it their duty to aid in protecting all 
others in the enjoyment of its glorious provisions. 

Another part of their creed, to which they sincerely and honestly subscribe, 
is: "We believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and magistrates, 
in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law. We believe in being honest, trui, 
chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and in doing good to all men." 

TTiese are the people whose upnght lives and exemplary conduct earn for 
them the privilege of entering the House of the Lord, and participating in tho 
sacred services and ordinances performed therein. Scores of thousands of th^in 
are living witnesses who solemnly testify that everything said and done in th«? 
Temples is of the most sublime character ; pure, holy, sacred, such only as shouJ 1 
prevail in a place dedicated to the Most High. There are no individuals on the 
face of the earth who would more quickly resent and denounce any effort to make 
them take part in evil or unlawful acts or expressions. They are selected for Lht* 
great honor of entering the Temple because that is their character, and their 
testimony is that all they see and hear therein has the effect of strengtbenlu,^ 
their resolves to live in accordance wtih the commandments of God, to do all the 
good they can to their fellow-men, and to sustain the laws of their country. 



MORMON LOYALTY. 

BT ELDER EZRA CHRISTIANSEN. 

'Some months ago Leslie's Monthly Magazine contained an article written by 
W. M. Raine and A. W. Dunn in which a savage attack was made on the Latter- 
day Saints. Among other falsehoods, they charge that it is impossible for a 
Mormon to be a loyal American citizen. 

Of course nothing that I could say in reply willfind its way into the homes 
of those who may have reftd this article, and even if it did it would no doubt 
remain unnoticed. But I desire at least to record my protest against such a 
malicious statement, whether any one reads it or not. 

It is not pleasant to always be placed on the defensive, to be compelled to 
answer slanders and falsehoods that hold us up to contempt and reproach be- 
fore our fellows. The Mormon people are in some respects pretty much like th*> 
rest of mankind. They desire the good opinion and respect of all honorable 
men, and do not in the least enjoy the ill will and ridicule that is continually 
heaped upon them. It has always been their desire to live in peace with one 
another, and all the world. But this happy privilege has been denied them. 
They have always from the very beginning of their history been misrepresented 
and lied upon. Their motives have been impugned and their good name tram- 
pled in the mire by their enemies. Almost every sect and denomination in 
Christendom, through their ministers and leading members, have joined in the 
hue and cry. Mothers' organizations and Christian congresses of every descrip- 
tion, have passed resolutions condemning our church and people, until today, 
there is scarcely a voice in all the land that is brave enough to speak a word 
in our defense. 

I have often wondered why those who live among the Mormon people, who- 
have business dealings with them, and have tested their honesty, and witnessed 
the integrity of iheir lives, and who have found them good neighbors, friends, 
and citizens, have not tried to correct the false impressions that have gone out 
concerning them. I cannot understand why they should not tell the truth, and 
thus defend them from the vile slanders that are sown broadcast throughout the 
abroad in favor of this unpopular people, 
land. But it is very seldom that a voice or pen is raised either at home or 
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This condition of affairs is not desirable, but what can the Mormons do? 
They are not conscious of any wrong doing. Their intentions are the best. They 
compare their lives with those who come i^nong them and claim to be good Amer- 
icans, and they cannot help but feel that the comparison is favorable to them- 
selves. And while they desire the good opinion of their fellows, they cannot 
be untrue to their religion or renounce their faith to get it. Why should they? 
This is a free country, and a land of religious liberty, lliey are American citi- 
zens and as such claim all the rights and privileges that others enjoy. They do 
not ask for favors; they simply claim their rights under law. 

But, says the article to which I have referred: "It is impossible to be a 
good American and belong to the Mormon Church.*' We resent any such state- 
ment. It is absolutely false. There is not a boy or girl who has been bom 
of Mormon parentage, who has not been taught to love and revere the institu- 
tions of his country. He knows its history from beginning to end. The great 
characters who have figured in its development are as familiar to him as the 
people in his own neighborhood. There is scarcely a name that he learns to 
iisp, and a face that he learns to recognize before that of Washington. The 
Americaii flag floats over the school house where he learns to read and the uni- 
versity from which he graduates. He knows the history of every stripe and 
star. Every Fourth of July since his memory began he has listened to the 
reading of the Declaration of Independence, until he almost knows it by heart. 
As a child he learns to sing: 

"My country 'tis of thee. 

Sweet land of liberty. 

Of thee I sing," 

and that other no less patriotic song: 

**llie star-spangled banner, oh long may it wave. 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave." 

He has repeated again and again the lines from Drake's stirring poem : 

*^orever float that standard sheet! 

Where breathes the foe but falls before us; 
With Freedom's soil beneath our feet. 

And Freedom's banner streaming o'er us." 

The story of Lexington, Ck)nc'ord, Bunker Hill. Trenton, Saratoga, Yorktown 
and other places, where blood has been shed and victories won from the freedom 
cf bis country are as familiar to him as the songs of his childhood. At home 
and in school, at church and in all the organizations of which he is a member, 
he has been taught to love and pray for his country, to make any sacrifice nec- 
essary to maintain its greatness, to live and work for its interests always, to 
die for it if necessary. 

Tell me, then, Mr. Raine and Mr. Dunn, since you have seen fit to make 
this wicked charge of disloyalty against the Mormon people, is it possible for 
anyone to grow up in such environments and under such teachings and learn to 
hate their country? Could these conditions breed and develop disloyalty? You 
might as well expect the thrifty plant to wither and die, when the sun, soil 
and moisture were favorable to its growth, as to expect the fruits of disloyalty 
and un-Americanism to come from the teachings which Mormon children receive. 

This despised people have sown their patriotism in a hundred ways. In times 
of peace and in times of war, they have been in the front ranks. They have 
been the greatest pioneers that the country has yet produced. Their industry 
has made hundreds of fruitful fields from desert wastes, and the homes that they 
have built would do credit to any community. No state or territory in the union 
can boast of more splendid school houses and public buildings than those that 
they have erected. Their churches and temples are as imposing as any in the 
land, and the manufacturing plants which they have established aie the pnda 
of the states where they are located. In their private lives and in the home 
they compare favorably with the citizens of other states. In sobriety, morality, 
and all those virtues and characteristics which go to build up a nation they are 
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not a whit behind the best citizens in the land. When their country haa called 
for volunteers to fight its battles, they have enlisted as readily and fought as 
bravely as any who have gone to the front. 

rnius in times of peace and in times of war, they have been tried and not 
found wanting in their duties as American citizens. May we not hope then, that 
the time will soon come when they will be looked upon in a more favorable 
light? When the good that they have done will be held up to the world, instead 
of slanders and falsehoods? In the meantime they can afford to wait. Let them 
continue to live according to the light and knowledge which God has given them 
and their vindication will surely come. 



THE LAW OF TITHINO. 

What portion of my income doth the Lord require? is a material question 
when we are converted to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, obey its principles and 
have the gift of the Holy Ghost. We understand that God is no respecter of 
persons, and that we are His children. He being our Father in heaven ; therefore, 
we are equal before Him, and we naturally expect that He would treat us all 
the same, not requiring more of one than another. He is just and equitable 
and His requirement would suit us all as His children. 

I remember when I embraced the Gospel I asked this question: *^ow 
much of our income does the Lord require?" for I felt assured that there must 
be something suited to us all, that would affect us all the same, and could he 
understood by all alike. And the answer to this question was. Yes, there is a 
law — the law of tithing. God requires one-tenth of our income — our increase — 
and, moreover, that we should be kind and considerate to the poor; but one- 
tenth of what the Lord provides for us, he requires from us. It is His. He 
gives us our increase in the wonderful dispensations of His providence and we 
have to acknowledge His hand in all things. Our consecration of one-tenth ol 
our increase is an acknowledgment unto Him that we believe He provides and 
we give to Him His due as He has required us. Tithing is an easy proposition 
and has been taught in a variety of ways, all tending to establish the fact that one- 
tenth of our income or increase belongs to the Lord. Our children can under- 
stand the requirement. It is one in ten of all that we receive, in kind. Now, 
if your father were to give you ten apples, all the same in value, equally to be 
desired, and then he asked you to return one tenth to him, how many would 
you have to return? One. Yes, just one in ten. That is just what the Lord 
requires of us. Do you not think we should be very covetous if we refused 
father one of the ten apples he had so kindly given? Should we not show we 
were very avaricious and that we needed repentance and reformation? For cov- 
etousness is idolatry, and the scriptures tell us an idolator cannot enter the 
kingdom of heaven. See how easy to understand is the law of tithing if we 
want to understand it. 

Now, the Saints who have faith to obey this principle know that it is a 
correct and valuable one. Those who do the will of the Lord know of the doc- 
trine. If the -Saints do not obey this law, do they not demonstrate that they do 
not believe in Grod nor His ordinances and may expect to take their portion with 
the unbelievers? We cannot be members of the Church of Christ, in good 
standing and "rob Crod in tithes and offerings." If the tenth of our increase 
did not legitimately belong to God we could not rob Him by withholding it. He 
gives us our increase and claims one-tenth as His. This seems to have been 
understood by the children of God from the beginning: they honored the Lord 
in tithes and offerings. If He had not given us this law of tithing we should 
be left in uncertainty; we should never know if we pleased Him or not; whether 
we gave suflScient or not. We are spared this uncertainty by this just and equit- 
able law, and have the satisfaction of knowing we please God by the consecracion 
of one-tenth to Him of all He gives to us. 

The Saints know this principle is true, and they encourage each other by the 
recital of their experiences in the law of tithing and the benefit it has been 
unto them to obey it. It would be a serious thing for the Saints if they did not 
obey this law. Our Father in heaven has told His Saints that if they will love 
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II im and keep His commandments they shall prosper in the land and their 
enemies shall not prevail against them. We are a small people compared with 
the world. Our strength is in our righteousness, in our obedience to the require- 
ments of the Gospel. We are dependent upon the Lord for His kindly care and 
protection. He has encouraged us to prove Him in this principle through the 
Prophet ATalachi (3rd chapter, 30th verse) **Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may b? meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven and pour 
you out a blessing that there shall not be room enough to receive it." This 
promise 13 to all His children who believe on Him, every member of His Church. 
It must oe all the tithes, not part ; tithing being the tenth. We are not dealing 
uith man, but with God, as members of His Church fulfilling our covenants to 
ss<»rvo Him and keep His commandments. 

Bishop Edward Hunter, once the presiding bishop of the Church of Christ, 
was a man of few words, but they meant a great deal. He used to say, **Pay 
your tithes and offerings and be blessed.'* He knew the value of being obedient 
to this important principle. And so docs every Latter-day Saint who is faithful 
in obeying this requirement, and they know this principle is true and that it is 
a righteous obligation. 

Uncle Geobge. 



•THESE SIGNS SHALL FOLLOW THEM THAT BELIEVE." 

**If they drink any deadly thing It shall not hurt them; they shall lay haiids on 
the Blck, and they shall recover."— Btb^e. 

Mrs. Susana M. Woodburn. daughter of Brother and Sister J. W. Manire, 
of Haleys Mill, Christian county, Ky., was confined in the insane asytlum at Hop- 
kinsville, Ky., for five or six months. She was one of the wildest maniacs in eight 
or nine hundred patients confined there. After being there for this length of time 
she was taken home on a short visit. While there, during the month of June, 
1904, Elders Fred W. Ball and James C. Wood administered to her. She improved 
from that thne on. She was taken back to the asylum, but was given no more 
medicine. After five weeks she was taken home, and is now the picture of health, 
and her mind as strong as that of any other person. She is not a member of 
the church. 

J. L. Manire, a member of the church, who was in Howe. Indian Territory, 
at the time of the remarkable healing that I am about to reflate, says the nurs« 
administered to him by accident a half teaspoonfull of tincture of aconite, three 
drops of which is the greatest amount any one is allowed to take in any sick- 
ness. The amount taken by Brother Manire was enough to kill any one. Me 
says his wife gave him some consecrated oil, and they had prayer. The nurse 
brought some ipecac soon after prayer, and gave sufficient quantity to produce 
vomiting, but stated that Brother Manire must not have taken enough aconite ♦.> 
hurt him, or it would have already killed him. The nurse didn't understand that 
the signs should follow the true believer. Brother and Sister Manire are glad to 
testify that they know that the signs follow the Saints today as well as in ancient 
times. This happened in the month of May, 1905. Brother Manire says that 
the poison had no effect on him, neither did he vomit it up. 



While one finds company in himself and his pursuits he can not feel old, no 
matter what his years may be. — A. B. Alcott. 



A man must be short on character when he has to assert himself by clothes. 



Men are not drawn to the church by using the creed as a club. 



He can bear a great trust who can bear little trials. 
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ONE MAN NOT AFRAID TO PUBLISH THE TRUTH. 

During the past summer thousands of people, from all parts of the Unite«l 
States, and also other parts of the world, visited Salt Lake City and enjoyed iis 
beauties and became acquainted with some of the features connected with ihe 
Mormon church. Iklany of these people were men connected with our largest 
newspapers and other publications, and they have given publicity to the impres- 
sions formed by their personal experiences at the headquarters of the religious 
body known as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. In this way, 
thousands and tens of thousands of persons have had their attention drawn lo 
this much misunderstood people, and in the majority of cases we are glad lo 
know that the truth has been told by these men, and their readers have had 
the opportunity of removing prejudice from their hearts. Among these writers 
was Mr. J. H. Baird, publisher of the Southern Lumberman, of Nashville, Tenn.. 
and in the issue of that well-known publication for October 10, appeared an ex- 
cellent write-up of a trip made by that gentleman to the Pacific coast and Utah, 
which is so interesting and truthful that we reproduce the major part of it, as 
follows : 

"Monday morning brought us to Salt Lake City. Here we had one of the 
most delightful visits of the whole trip, comprising a special organ recital at the 
great Mormon Tabernacle, to be followed by a trolley ride around the city and a 
trip on the railroad out to the bathing place on the Great Salt Lake. The organ 
recital was by common consent voted to be the feature of the whole trip. I will 
not attempt to describe it. It was a revelation to me. I had no idea any 
mechanical instrument could be made to render such music. I thought a quartet 
was concealed somewhere back of the chancel and that the organ was only playin,? 
the accompaniment. When I found that the organ was doing the whole thing, 
I was speechless with amazement. The wonderful acoustic properties of this 
tabernacle have been often commented upon. I have heard it said that a pin 
dropped to the floor at one end of it could be heard at the other. I never 
believed it for a moment until I saw it done. More than two hundred of us we:e 
seated at the extreme end of the balcony, while the man in charge stood in tae 
chancel at the other end. In a whisper, perfectly audible, he told us that he 
would now drop the pin. He dropped it, and I heard it strike the floor as dis- 
tinctly as I would have heard it four feet away in ©n ordinary room. I judge 
we were distant from the man not less than two hundred feet. 

"Later, we examined from the outside the splendid temple, but were, of course, 
not admitted. 

"The trip out to the lake was most delightful. Despite a very distinct chill 
in the air, and the fact that the bathing season had long since closed, most of 
the party, including many of the women, donned bathing suits and plunged into 
the lake. The peculiarity of this water and its extreme density has been often 
commented on. I can add from a personal experience that it is perfectly feasible 
for a man to sit cross-legged out in the water and smoke a cigar with practically 
the entire upper half of his body out of the water. I tried it, and it is a fact. 
The tendency to "turn turtle" is very great, but can be readily overcome by putting 
one hand out in the water and bearing a preponderance of the weight on that side. 
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To sit in this posture and smoke while the waves heave you gently up and down 
is one of the most peculiar experiences I ever had. 

"Salt Lake is one of tiie handsomest and cleanest cities I ever saw, and I think 
the people look as healthy, contented and happy there as any place I ever visited 
in my life. I. have long harbored a not very secret admiration for the people who 
originally laid out the city, and who have contributed so much to its growth and 
developnjent, and my brief visit there more than confirms all that I have ever 
thought. There is something wonderful and revivifying and vital about a religion 
that will enable a lot of people to wander off into the desert and build such a city 
as there exists. I have never been very strenuous or "choosative" about my 
religion. I am for any religion that makes men better and more honest and 
harder workers. And I am for any system of education that contributes to the 
same end, and I have but a sort of contempt for all religion and all philosophy 
and systems of education that do not show results along this line. 

•*That one hundred and nine people — one hundred and seven men and Iwi 
women, as I now remember — should wander off into a trackless desert infested 
with furious savages, after having been despoiled by ruflfianly detractors, but little 
better than savages themselves; that these people, destitute of all worldly goods 
and alone in the world, without friends or influence, should still hold fast to so 
wonderful a determination — that they should, at the command of their leader, 
who had smitten the ground with his staff, stop there in the desert, a thousuud 
miles from anything and anybody, and set about the erection of a temple to cost 
millions of dollars ; that they should then and there lay off a modem city, intro- 
ducing into it ideas that have later come to be adopted by the most progressive 
places in America ; and that under the leadership of this same man, they should 
persevere year after year in the determination to carry out what they had planned 
in the face of fierce fights with the Indians and fiercer fights with hunger an<l 
privation; that they should bring blocks of granite twenty-five miles, one at a 
time, by ox teams, to go in the temple ; that they should transport timber an even 
greater distance, and having no nails with which to fasten it, should notch it 
together and tie it with raw-hide thongs; that they should plan an organ, rhc 
splendid melody of which we heard, and should set about its construction by hand 
out of the small pieces of mountain mahogany, a small and scrubby growth of the 
Wasatch mountains, twenty miles away; that these people so situated should 
undertake a scheme so magnificent and carry it out finally to a success so mar- 
velous, and do it all without money, without outside influence or assistance — 
transcends, in my judgment, the probability that would be demanded by fiction, 
and is unparalleled in the history of the world." 



The attention of the Elders is kindly directed to the necessity of taking 
great care in making out their weekly reports. Write plain, and be neat in the 
arrangement of your figures. Be sure they are placed in the right column. 
When you have reported on Friday commence the following week's report in the 
space marked "Saturday,** and not at the top of the list, as many of the Elders 
are now doing. The blank left for the name of the Conference is for th'it 
purpose only; no other information should be placed there. Same with the 
blank space for the date. Don't write anything on the report blanks only the 
information it calls for. If you have any instructions for the Mission offit^e, 
send it on a separate sheet of paper. This is of the utmost importance. In 
folding your reports for mailing, be careful and fold them less than two inches 
from the edges, so that they will readily assume their original shape when bound. 
Never send in a mutilated or blotched report. Be neat, as these reports are bounJ 
and preserved for future inspection. Keep plenty of blank reports on han<l. 
Save this little paragraph for future reference. It will beair constant reading. 



The tithing records for the year 1905 will be kept open until January 15. 
1906, in order to enable the Saints to get their year's tithing settled, that their 
names may be properly enrolled upon the records which go to the Church head- 
quarters as Saints who observe this sacred law of our Father in Heaven. It is 
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through the law of tithing that the Lord challenges His children to test Him aud 
see if He will not pour out upon them His promised blessings. All Saints having 
faith in the Gospel and in God's promises should obey His sacred law. 



Eldeb Moses Smith has been honorably released from his mission. He first 
labored in the Mississippi Conference, where he suffered a great deal through 
ill health. He was then transferred to the Georgia Conference and labored in 
the city of Atlanta. When the Mission Headquarters came back to Chattanooga 
Elder Smith took charge of all the books and financial part of the work. He 
liaB endeared himself in the hearts of his co-laborers, and has been a valiant 
laborer in the Master's cause. 



A VETERAN'S TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 

Patriarch Lorenzo Hill Hatch, of Logan, Utah, in enclosing two subscrip- 
tions for The Elders' Joubnal, says: *'I am delighted with the Journal, and 
persuaded Pres. Geo. O. Pitkin, of Millville, Utah, to subscribe for it also. I am 
deeply interested in the success of the Southern States Mission. I have had 
three of my sons laboring in that field, Willard Hatch of Taylor, Ariz., L. W. 
Hatch of Woodruff, Ariz., and E. T. Hatch of Taylor, Ariz. 

"Sixty-one years ago last April 15 (1844), I left Nauvoo on my first mission 
to my native state of Vermont. Whilst there I received the sad news of the mar- 
tyrdom of the Prophet Joseph Smith and his noble brother Hyrum, the Patriarch. 
My first patriarchal blessing was given to me on Jan. 11, 1844, under his hand.^, 
and it has been literally fulfilled. In 1856 I was sent to England on a missiou. 
and I labored there two years. After my return I served thirteen years as bishoj> 
of Franklin, Idaho. From Franklin I was called to go to St. George. Utah, and 
from there to New Mexico to look after the Zuni and Navajo Indian missions. 
From there I was called to Eastern Arizona, where I served two years as coun- 
selor to President Lot Smith, of the Sunset or Little Colorado Stake. When tue 
Eastern Arizona Stake was organized I was chosen first counselor to President 
Jesse N. Smith. I remained with him in that position until the Stake was di- 
vided into the St. Johns and Snowflake Stakes. 

"I have been intimately acquainted with all the Presidents of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and I am now in my eightieth year, having 
been born in Lincoln, Addison Co., Vermont, Jan. 4, 1826. I wish to bear my 
testimony that Joseph Smith and all his successors were men of the True and 
Living God. I am a living witness of their prophetic words, and I love the-w 
great and noble leaders. Last but not least is President Jos. F. Smith. 

"Of my eleven sons six have been on missions, while my son Willard has 
filled his second mission. I have two grandsons who have filled missions to th^- 
Samoan islands, and another is now in England. I have devoted sixty-one yea«^ 
of my life to missionary work, and my ambition is to see all my descendants be- 
come advocates of this great and glorious work. I heard the Prophet Joseph 
Smith say in Nauvoo that he rolled the responsibility of carrying forward this 
work on the shoulders of the Twelve Apostles, with Brigham Young at their head. 
President Young was the Prophet's successor, and a friend to all mankind. As 
early as 1S43 it was well understood that Joseph Smith had received the revela- 
tion on plurality of wives. In 1845 I heard William Smith, the Prophet's 
brother, preach the doctrine of polygamy, and in February, 1844, I heard the 
Patriarch Hyrum Smith refer to this same revelation, stating that his brother, 
Joseph Smith, had inquired of the Lord on the subject. This occurred at a meet- 
ing of the Elders* Quorum in Nauvoo, and there were over 200 people present. 

"I was very intimate with Apostle Chas. C. Rich, the venerable father of 
President Ben E. Rich, and knew all the members of the first Quorum of Apostlf.s. 
excepting Lyman E. Johnson and Wm. E. McLellan. I have been associated In 
missionary work with Orson Pratt, Chas. C. Rich. Geo. A. Smith, Ezra T. Benson, 
Erastus Snow, Lorenzo Snow, Brigham Young Jr., Wilford Woodruflf, Joseph F. 
Smith and Charles W. Penrose. I heard the final testimonies of Martin Harris. 
Luke Johnson and Thomas B. Marsh after their return to the Church." 
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SHE WAS TAUGHT TO TELL THE TRUTH. 

Not very long ago a Httle girl, only nine jears old, was brought forward as 
a witness in a trial of a person for stealing. The robbery had been committed 
in the house of the little girl's father. She had seen it. Her testimony was very 
important. The lawyer who was defending the thief didn't want this Httle girl 
to appear as a witness; he knew that what she had to say would bo very much 
against his side of the question. So when she was brought in he said to her : 

"Emily, do you know the nature of an oath?" 

"I don't know what you mean, sir," said she. 

"There, may it please your honor," said the lawyer to the judge, "she doesn't 
understand the nature of an oath. Is not this sufficient evidence that she is not 
fit for a witness? Her evidence cannot be taken." 

"Let us see," said the judge. **Come here, my little girl. Tell me if you have 
ever taken an oath?" 

The red blood rose to her face and neck at the very thought of it, as she an- 
swered: 

"No, sir." 

"I don't mean a profane oath," said the judge. "Were you ever a witness in 
court before?" 

"No, sir." 

"Do you know what this book is?" said the judge, handing h<?r a Bible. 

"Yes, sir; it is the Bible." 

"Have you ever read that book?" 

"Tes, sir; I read it every evening." 

"Do you know what the Bible is, ray child?" 

"It is the word of the Great God." 

"Now, my little dear, place your hand upon this book." 

She put her hand upon it tremblingly. He then repeated to her the forui 
of the oath taken by one who is to be a witness. With her hand upon the Bible, 
she said, "I do solemnly swear that what I am about to say is the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help me God." 

"Now, my dear," said the judge, "you have sworn as a witness. Do you 
know what the result will be if you do not speak the truth?" 

"Yes, sir." 

"What?" 

"I shall be locked up in the prison." 

"Anything else?" 

"Yes, sir. I cannot go to heaven." 

"How do you know that?" 

She took the Bible, ran her fingers over the leaves, and turned to the twen- 
tieth chapter of Exodus, the sixteenth verse, and read, **Thou shalt not bear false 
witness against thy neighbor." "I learned that," said she, "before I could read 
the Bible." 

"Has any one told you that you were to be a witness in this case?" asked th-* 
judge. 

"Yes, sir. After mother heard that I was to be called, she took me to hr-r 
room and asked me to tell her the ton commandments; and mother and I kn?;t 
down and prayed that I might understand how wicked it was to bear false witness 
against a neighbor, and that God would help me to tell the truth if I had to ^ro 
to court to morrow. And when I went away, mother kissed me, and said to me. 
*Remember the ninth commandment, and remember that whatever you say in 
court, God hears every word of it.' " 

"Do you believe this," asked the judge, while a tear glistened in his eye, and 
his lip quivered with emotion. 

"Yes, sir," said the child, in a way which showed that she meant what slie 
saii). 

"God bless you, my child!" said the judge. "You have a good mother. Thi.-< 
witness is competent," he added. "If I were on trial for my life today, and inno- 
cent of the charge, I would pray God to give me such a witness as this child. 
Let her be examined." 
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JUDGE A TREE BY ITS FRUITS. 

The people of the United States have the Bible or the Word of God, and 
everyone has the privilege of reading for themselves. Fight for Truth, but do it 
with kindness. If you have light, then let it so shine that others may see it, and 
don't hide it under a bushel of strife and contention. Jesus exhibited the feeling 
of love for all, so much so that He died that all might be saved if they wouid 
believe and obey the Gospel. Now, friends, haven't these Mormons tfbe right, under 
the laws of this country, to serve the Ivord as their conscience dictates to them. 
Let us be fair and do as they wiM. Listen to all and accept that which is good. 
And if you can take the Bible and condemn this religion, they are not only willing 
to be condemned, but will turn from their error (?). To my opinion these despised 
Mormons — or wolves in sheep's clothing, as they are often called — are not only 
teaching, but living up to the commandments of our Lord and Savior nearer than 
any people I have ever met. And in teaching the Scripture they take it aJll aud 
not just a part. Lay down your prejudice and read their literature, compare in 
with the Bible and see if they are not teaching from the same Bible which we are 
paying out thousands of dollars every year to be preached to the heathens. B:it 
the Mormons are teaching it freely. They leave theior homes and go to all parts 
of the world and preach the Gospel without purse or script, as our Savior has 
said it should be. Then why not hear them, and accept the good and leave the 
bad for the wolves. And I fear the wolves would starve while the sheep would 
fatten on the Gospel, which flows from the mouths of the Mormon Elders. They 
have the same law and government, and the same religious liberty as we hav"^, 
so let us not try to deprive them of their rights. Follow their history and travels 
over plains and deserts, and you will see what they have suffered for their religion, 
which is founded on a firm foundation, or it would not have stood the persecu- 
tions it has for seventy-five years. They are worthy of the sublimest commenda- 
tion for their courage. And if we will not grant them the same neligious liberty 
we ask for ourselves, we are neither true Christians nor true Americans. 

[Written for The Elders' Journal, by Mrs. N. E. Poole, 1101 Elbert street, 
Macon, Ga. Not a Mormon, but a friend to them.] 



NOTES FROM THE FIELD. 



Elders Joseph H. Freeman and Harvey W. Richins, of the Kentucky Con- 
ference, have been holding a series of thirty-seven meetings at Grape Ridge, 
Webster Co., the result of which has been tiiat seven honest-hearted persons 
were baptized into the fold of Christ and several more are investigating. Th^ 
people who did not believe the doctrine taught treated the Elders with respect, 
and invited them into their homes, where they were well treated. Sister Mav 
Brans, about a week after being baptized, was taken with rheumatism, and for 
twelve hours lay in one position unable to move, and no one being allowed to 
even touch her because of her intense suffering. Having faith she could be 
healed by the administration of the Elders, she sent for Elders Freeman nnd 
Richins. Immediately after their hands were taken from her head she turned 
over saying, "I am healed." She is now enjoying good health. This was a 
strong testimony to those who were present, that the signs promised by the 
Savior do follow those that believe. There is quite a small congregation of 
Saints in that vicinity, now, numbering about fifteen, and a great many friends*. 



One of the Elders traveling in the Alabama Conference says: "While 
traveling through a somewhat bitter settlement of the southern part of Alabama, 
we were invited to preach in a Missionary Baptist churchy mThe regular minister 
had refused to come any more and, it being the usual Sunday for preaching, the 
people were willing for us to have the *one time the Mormons were to preach In 
the church,' for when it was built it was understood that all the diflPerent creeds 
could preach there but the *Mormons.' The people afterwards decided to give ua 
*just one turn.' We held meeting Saturday evening and had another appointment 
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for Sunday, but when the people were gathering there and we were making ready 
to start, the kind old deacon of the church came in and ordered us out. The 
people became somewhat angry at his conduct, but a friend stepped up and said 
there was his house, and it was open for us to hold meeting in. We went and 
the people all followed. It's the same old story, it turned many friends our way." 

"I feel that the Southern States mission is the best," writes Elder John M. 
Allen, of Thatcher, Ariz., **and therefore am greatly interested in the work there, 
and find pleasure in reading The Elders' Journal. I will endeavor to get as many 
subscriptions as I possibily can in tlws part of the country, for I very much desire 
to keep up with the progression of the missionary work, for that interests me more 
than anything else. I know that without the information which the Journal 
gives I would be unable to keep up with the sigrns of the times in that direction. 
1 am more than willing to gi\t> my aid for the spread of truth among the childron 
of men. Whenever there is anything I can do to help you, do not be afraid lo 
call on me at any time, for all that I have I have placed upon the altar for tho 
promotion of God's cause here upon the earth. I have ever tried to keep my armor 
bright with constant labor in spreading the truth among the people." 



*^*I have been a Latter-day Saint six years and am just as strong in the faith 
as ever," writes Sister Birdie L. Bailey, of Bluffton, S. C. "There are no other 
religions under heaven that can turn me from the true and everlasting plan of 
salvation. I live down here in Bluffton, a small village in South Carolina, with a 
husband and one little son, and am the only one of my faith. I seldom see an 
Elder, and the Journal is so welcome I never lay it down until I have read it 
through, if possible. I have some Methodist friends who are always sending mo 
papers containing slanderous attacks on the Mormons, but all this gives mc a 
stronger testimony of the Gospel. *If ye were of the world, the world would 
love you.' How true and consoling those words are. The Elders who are sck 
and the Saints who are striving to do the will of the Lord have my earnest 
prayers." 



Elder Israel Barlow, Sr., of Woods Cross, Utah, writes as follows: "Three 
of my sons have been in the Southern States on missions, and yet I have never 
been on a mission. I wish, therefore, to take The Elders' Journal. The one 
piece you published on "The Ten Tribes" is worth more to me than the price of 
one year's subscription. I am always interested in the spread of truth, and know 
that Joseph Smith was a true prophet of God, for I was personally acquainted 
with him, and my father was one of his body guards. I have also been intimately 
acquainted with those who have succeeded him as president of the church, espe- 
cially President Brigham Young, under whose guidance I traveled over the track- 
less plains to Utah, over one thousand miles, in 1848, I wish the little Journal 
success." 



Elder J. H. De Priest, writing from Manassa, Colorado, says: "Tennessee, 
being my native state, and finding The Elders' Journal an interesting paper 
to read, I thought I would say this much through its columns: I was bom on 
Cane Creek, Hickman Co., where I first heard the Gospel preached in 1880. 
After listening to a number of the Elders, and thoroughly investigating the Gosjiel 
for myself, I complied with the ordinance of baptism, and gathered with the Saiuts 
in 1883, to Manassa, Col., under the leadership of President John Morgan. My 
testimony to my friends in Tennessee and North Carolina is that the Gaspei 
which the Elders are advocating is true, and I would exhort them to lay aside all 
prejudice, like I did, and ask God to show them the truth, which He will do." 



Sister Mary E. Stinson, of Seneca, Fla., says: "In glancing over my 
accounts I find God has prospered me more and more each year since I begivn 
paying my tithing. While it is not much, even now, yet it is more thnn I hiiv^ 
had in years past, and I feel truly blessed in body and in spirit. I have proved 
God, and trust Him fully. I also pay my fast offerings, and take the Journal 
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and enjoy reading its pages. We don't see the Elders very often, and the Journal 
keeps us posted, and gives us much instruction." 



Elder Wm. D. Bocker sends us the account o£ the murder of two sons of 
Bro. B. Rilley Carter, of Moultrie, Fla., at a dance held in the schoolhouse there 
in October. The men who did the shooting were tried for the crime, ard 
acquitted, excepting one of them, who was found guilty and sentenced to two 
years' imprisonment. Bro. RUley feels his loss very keenly. We regret that spaoe 
in our little paper is so limited that we are unable to publish further details. 



On the afternoon of November 26 the Elders, Saints and friends of Jackson- 
ville, Fla., assembled on the bank of the St. Johns river, and President C. B. 
Ferrin baptized Able Roberts and Foster Hill. Two interesting meetings were 
held in the new church the same day. About the same hour, on the 28th of No- 
vember, President Ferrin baptized Ellis AMiittemore. The above brethren have 
been faithful friends to our cause for years. 



"I can not find words to tell you just how much I appreciate the Journal. 
I think it should be in the home of every Latter-day Saint. It always brightens 
us up. We haven't had any Elders in this county for four or five years until 
now. Elders Andrews and Anderson being with us." So writes Sister Lizzie 
Goodwin of Huntley, N. C. 



D, W. Hess of Georgetown, Idaho, sends us in a batch of five new sub- 
scribers; Jaa. B. Wasden, of Garland, Wyo., sefids us in three, and Edward F. 
Stevens, of Holden, Utah, sends us in four. Last issue we added 114 new names 
to our subscription list, and it will reach another hundred by the time this issuo 
goes to press. 



Elder Robert G. Booth, of the South Carolina Conference, writing from 
Michael, November 25, says: "Our meeting last Sunday was held in the woods, 
as they closed the schoolhouse door against us, after giving us permission to 
meet in it. But it was alright, and we thank the Lord and confess His name ii 
all things." 



Sister M. A. Chatman, of Crockett, Va., writes of the blessings she has al- 
ways enjoyed as a result of paying her titbing. "I have paid it ever since I era- 
braced the Gosi)el seven years ago," she says. "I delight to see the Journal, 
and wish it was large enough to koep me reading from one Issue to another.' 



Elder Wilber T. Cranney writes from Smoot, Wyo., under date of November 
22, and says: "I receive The Elders' Journal regularly, and assure you it js 
highly appreciated. It takes my mind back to my missionary labors and is like 
a letter from a dear friend." 



Elders Lyman Jas. Ball and P. L. Fillmore write that they have comploted 
a canvass of Jonesboro, and left tracts in every house who would receive then>. 
The last timo Jonesboro was canvassed, the Elders had to leave on account of 
the bitterness of the people. 



Elder Robert L. Harris, of Ryoddey, S. C, sends in three more new sub- 
scribers, and says: "The Journal is highly appreciated by those who read if. 
It should be in the homes of the Latter-day Saints, and I only wish it could come 
once a week." 



"I am always anxiously waiting to get the Journal so as to read the news 
from the South. I think it is a very interesting little paper, and I will want lo 
take it again next year:" So writes Sister Mary E. Baxter, of Wellsville, Utah. 

El^er O. E. Overson, of St. Johns, Ariz., sends in two more new subscriberji. 
We made mention last issue of the long list he then sent us. 
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We want to thank all the Elders who have been sending in press clippings 
pertaining to the Church, as requested by us. It is important that the Elders 
continue to do thi». 



Sister E. B. Harrison, of Haran, Va., writes us a nice letter, in which she 
tells o£ her appreciation of the Joubnal and the desire she has to live her 
religion. 



The postoffice address of the headquarters of the Florida Conference is Box 
793, Jacksonville, Florida. 



Elder Joseph Irwin, of Laketown, Utah, sends us in another subscriber to 
his already long list. 

"I think your little Joubnal a perfect gem," writes Sister E. B. Weight of 
Springville, Utah. 



ARRIVALS. 

The following Elders arrived in Chattanooga from Utah Sunday, December 
10, 1905: 

James Wm. Hansen, of Payson, Utah; William N. Patten, Moore, Idaho; 
Edward Koford, Weston, Idaho ; John A. Barrett, Murray, Utah ; Daniel C. Ju.ld, 
Pleasant Grove, Utah; John Austin Watts,, Rexburg, Idaho; Carlos Stevens, Or- 
derville, Utah; Jos. F. Corbett, Bancroft, Idaho; Clarence E. Little, Alpino, 
Utah ; Arnold R. Mecham, Lago, Idaho ; John T. Parker, Hibbard, Idaho ; Charles 
R. Drumiler and Olga Mary Drumiler, Ogden, Utah ; John Ernest Adams, Bluff, 
Utah. 



APPOINTMENTS. 



Elders Arnold R. Mecham and Fred Corbett have been appointed to labor in 
the Ohio Conferenoe. 

Elders Wm. N. Patten and James W. Hansen have been appointed to labor 
in the Middle Tennessee Conference. 

Elders Oliver C. Stevens, Austin Watts and Edward Koford have l)een ap- 
pointed to labor in the Kentucky Conference. 

Elders John Parker and C. E. Little have been appointed to labor in the 
North Carolina Conference. 

Elder John A. Berrett has been appointed to llabor in the Georgia Conference. 

Elder Chas. R. Drumiler €md his wife, Sister O. M. Drumiler, have been ap- 
pointed to labor in the East Tennessee Conference. 

Elder D. C. Judd, who is here for the purpose of gathering genealogy, is aii- 
pointed to labor in the Middle Tennessee Conference. 

Elder Jo4m E. Adams baa been appointed to labor in the South Carolina 
Conference. 



RELEASES. 

Elder Thos. F. Brown has been honorably released from traveling in the 
Alabama Conference to return home. 

Elder Geo. B. Chadwick has been honorably released from traveling in the 
Kentucky Conference to return home. 

Elder Joseph H. Freeman has been honorably released from traveling in the 
Kentucky Conference to return home. 



TRANSFERS. 



Elder W. Aird Macdonald Is transferred from the Virginia Conference and 
appointed to labor in the Mission Office. 
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Eeport of Mitsion Conferences for Two Weeks Ending December 9, 1905, 
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THERE'S SOMETHING TO BE THANKFUL FOR. 

There's something to be thankful for, no matter how things go — 
In summer time for fruit and flowers, in winter time for snow. 
There's something sort of pleasant happens to us every day, 
And life's a perfect picnic if we look at it that way. 

There's always something pretty for our weary eyes to see — 
The glory of the sunset or the blossom on the tree. 
And always something tuneful for our tired ears to hear — 
The children's voices chirping or the robin's music cJear. 

There's always something ready for our willing hands to do — 
Some halting steps to help along, some job to carry through. 
No chance to be a-kicking when our feet are busy going, 
No time for idle growling when wt^'re planting seed and sowing. 

There's something to be thankful for, no matter how things go 

No end to all our blessings if we only count them so. 
And even if you're out of sorts, or sick, or sad, or poor, 
Just thank the Lord you're living, if you can't do nothing moi"^. 

Pauline Rice Shields. 



DEATHS. 

Church. — At Duckriver, Hickman Co., Tenn.. December 11, 1905, George B. 
Church, aged 83 years. He lived and died a faithful member of the church. Eldi-r 
M. A. jMobley conducted the funeral services. 

Hill. — At Imboden, Wise Co., Va.. December 1, 1905, William Hill, age! 
75 years. Deceased was a faithful member of the church. 

Simmons. — At Glencoe, Belmont Co., Ohio, November 24, 1905, Sister Mar- 
tha J. Simmons. Decea»"d was born in Ttzewell Co., Va., March 9, 1841 ; bap- 
tized July 10, 1808. by Elder Benjamin Fullmer, and died a faithful Latter-day 
Saint. Elders W. H. Smith and Wm. M. Crossley conducted the funeral service * 
and made consoling remarks. 



edited and published by 

Elder Ben. E. Rich, of the Southern States Mission, 

chattanooga, teitit. 
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" We eannoi keep ail the commandments without first knmcing iJteni^ and we cannot expect to 
know all, or more than we now know, unless we comply with or keep those we have already re- 
eeked. Thai which is wrong under one eircumslance^ may he, and often isy right under another. 
God said, "Thou shall not kill;" at another time He said. ''Thou shall utterly destroy." This 
is the prineiple on which the government of Heaven is conducted — by rf.velation adapted to the 
circumstances in which the children of the kingdom are placed. Whatever God reguires is 
right, no matter what it is, although we may not see the reason thereof till long after the events 
transpire. If we seek first the kingdom of God, all good things will be added. So with Solo- 
man; first ne asked wisdom, and God gave it him, and wUh it every desire of his heart, even 
things which might be considered abominable to all who understand the order of Heaven only in 
part, but which^ in reality, were right, because God gave and sanctioned them by special reve- 
lation." — Joseph Smttm, August 25, 1842. 



Vol. III. January 1, 1906. No. 9. 



JOSEPH SMITH THE PROPHET. 



One hundred years ago! What a volume of history has been made since the 
auspicious day when the great Prophet of the last days was born into the world ! 
The historians of the future will write that the most important event of the past 
century and the centuries still before us are affected by the life mission of Joseph 
Smith, thfr martyred Prophet. Today we celebrate the 100th anniversary of his 
birth. We bless his name and memory. Our hearts melt with gratitude to God 
that Joseph Smith was born, that he lived and labored for the salvation of a 
fallen world. The Savior said of John, the Baptist, that of those bom of woman 
a greater prophet had not arisen. Why? Because be wrought miracles or uttered 
many distinguished prophecies? No, but because he was ordained of God to 
baptize the Redeemer of the world, a distinction enjoyed by no other living being. 
We say of Joseph Smith that next to the Redeemer he was the greatest prophet 
who ever lived, not because he wrought miracles and uttered many glorious 
prophecies, for he did all that and much more ; but because he bore the distinction 
of holding the keys of salvation for the living and the dead more fully than any 
other prophet except the Messiah. He was and is president of the greatest 
dispensation of the Gospel ever committed to man upon the earth, that of the 
fulness of times, comprehending all the keys and powers, principles and blessings 
pertaining to all past dispensations combined together. lie came of a noble 
lineage, not rich in the goods of this world, but rich in honor, rich in patriotism 
to country and loyalty to God. His progenitors were among the sturdy pioneers and 
revolutionairy fathers, who came from the old world to find religious liberty on the 
land of Joseph. They fought in the revolutionary war for American independence. 
They offered their life's blood for the political freedom of all the generations of 
men which should make America their earthly abode. Joseph the Prophet gave 
his life for the spiritual and eternal freedom of all men who would receive his 
divine meiisage. As a boy he was honest, chaste, industrious and pure. He was 
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a loving son, obedient and arlectionate to his parents, kind and considerate to 
brothers and sisters, respectful and courteous to neighbors and to all with whoTi 
he came in contact. His devotion to true principle and his abhorrence of evil were 
so great that he would not touch a drop of liquor to his lips under any 
consideration. When suffering the excruciating pain of having pieces of bone 
extracted from his leg, he would not even take a drink of liquor to deaden the 
intense pain. He put his trust in the Lord and in the faith and prayers of a 
devout father and mother, while he placed himself resignedly in the loving arms 
of his father. Such a character could not be an impostor. It would take more 
credulity on the part of any intelligent honest man to doubt the testimony of such 
a character than it would to believe it. This devotion to principle ; this willingness 
to suffer for right, was .iust as pronounced through all his manhood days, right to 
John Taylor, Wilford Woodruff, Lorenzo Snow, Joseph F. and Greorge A. Smith, 
with numerous others who might be named, formed a coterie of men well 




qualified to stand by and follow in the footsteps of this modern prophet. Did 
the hour of his martyrdom, as in his boyhood days. Compare his life of suflPering, 
privation and hardship, of persecution, imprisonment and death with the trials 
undergone by the Savior and His ancient Apostles, and you have a parallel 
unexcelled in the life and experience of any religious or political reformer, whose 
name can be found emblazoned with honor on the pages of history. Contrast this 
with a class of men who "preach for money and divine for hire," who cater to 
public sentiment and frame their religious teaching as not to offend the world, and 
you find in the former the true type of a genuine disciple of the Lord Jesas 
Christ, and in the latter a prototype of the ancient pharisee, who "compassed sea 
and land to make one proselyte, and when he was made was ten-fold more the child 
of hell." 

Joseph Smith was poor in purse, but rich in faith, courage and unblemished 
honor. It is not to be wondered at that God should choose such a boy and man to 
preside over the greatest and grandest of all dispensations of the Gospel. The 
prophet Joseph Smith needed men around him of the same caste, to be his 
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associates in founding this great and mighty work. Such men were not wanting. 
flis own father, his dear brother Hyrum, Brigham Young, Ileber G. Kimball, 
they come to earth at this time all by chance or accident, or did the Lord 
predetermine when and where these men should be bom? Why did Adam, Enoch, 
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses and the Savior, the Apostles and all the 
Prophets come to earth each at the particular time and in that portion of the 
world where his earthly life was spent and his glorious mission accomplished? We 
answer, because God Himself assigned and pre-arranged that thus it should be. 
Let Paul answer the question : *'And hath made of one blood all nations of men 
for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before 
appointed and the bounds of their habitation. ♦ ♦ ♦ Por in Him we live and 
move and have our being." (Acts xxvdi, 26-28.) This, then, points to the divine 
purpoee in the coming forth of Joseph Smith and his associates in this great 
epoch of the world's history. That Joseph was reserved to present the Gospel to 
the world in the dispensation of the fulness of times, is evidence to all the Saints 
that his was among the greatest and noblest spirits that dwell in the presence of 
the Father. "Now the Lord had shown unto me, Abraham, the intelligences that 
were organized before the world was, and among all thc^se there were many of the 
noble and great ones; and God saw these souls that they were good, and he stood 
in the midst of them and he said: These I will make my rulers; for he stood 
among those that were spirits, and he saw that they were good; and he said 
unto me: Abraham, thou are one of them; thou wast chosen before thou wast 
bom." (Pearl of Great Price, page 66). Thus he spake to the great Patriarch, toe 
father of the faithful ; thus he also spake to Jeremiah ; and thus we testify is true 
of Joseph Smith, whose glorious birth we celebrate today. Well can we teach our 
little ones the boyhood life of Joseph Smith as an example for their love, 
admiration and following. We may teach them the purity of his whole life, the 
true manhood of his noble character; the kindness, gentleness and unbounded 
generosity of his great heart toward all mankind. We may teach them and testify 
to them that he was a just and righteous man; that he was called of Crod, and 
that he was the greatest prophet except the Savior, who has ever lived. Let us 
revere his name and memory forever. Let it be a household word in the homes 
of all Saints, and in fine let us live as he lived — a pure and virtuous life, full of 
faith in God and devotion to His great work, that we may with Joseph and all the 
righteous be crowned with glory, immortality and eternal lives. 



HYRUM SMITH THE PATRIARCH. 



At the time of the martyrdom of the Prophet Joseph and his brother Hyrum, 
President John Taylor, who was present and savagely wounded with four balls, 
expressed in spirit and subsequently wrote the following words : '*Soon afterwards 
1 was taken to the head of the stairs and laid there, where I had a full view of our 
beloved and now murdered brother, Hymm. There he lay as I had left him ; he 
had not moved a limb; he lay placid and calm, a monument of greatness even in 
death ; but his noble spirit had left its tenement, and was gone to dwell in regions 
more congenial to its exalted nature. Poor Hyrum! He was a great and good 
man, and my soul was cemented to his. If ever there was an exemplary, honest 
and virtuous man, an embodiment of all that is noble in the human form, Hyrum 
Smith was its representative." 

Hyrum Smith was bom Feb, 9, 1800, at Tunbridge, Vt., and was five and 
one-half years older than his brother Joseph. Very early in his childhood life he 
flhowed a ready response to the religious example and teachings of his noble 
father and mother. He was a boy with a very prayerful heart and very obedient 
and respectful to his parents. He was never known to willfully disobey them. 
To his brothers and sisters he was the very embodiment of gentle love and 
kindness. He early expressed by his sober mind and conduct that his was a 
spirit, which had been great and noble in some former life, and was a senior to 
most boys much older in this world than himself. His parents could, with 
Implicit confidence, trast him with any responsibility that his years would justify 
them in placing upon him, and never were they disappointed in their expectations 
<x>nceming him. As a mark of his tenderness and consideration for his mother, 
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when worn out by constant watch care at the sick bed of any of her children, her 
beloved son Hyrum, though a mere lad. would relieve his mother and watch with 
all patience at the bedside of the sick and wait upon the patient with the 
tenderest of care. He had the keenest sense of moral honor and obligation to 
neighbors and friends, for if he borrowed from them any article he was careful 
to return it at the appointed time and place. If he owed them a debt he paid it as 
quickly as possible. In his religious life as a boy and as a man, he was full 
af faith in God. In social life he was gentle, courteous, and modest, beyond the 
possibility of any just criticism. 

In fine, Hyrum Smith possessed all the traits in his boyhood life designed 
to make of him one of the noblest and greatest of God*s chosen servants. When 
his brother Joseph received his first vision — the glorious appearance of the Father 
and the Son — Hyrum was 20 years old. He readily believed and received the 
testimony of his favored brother. His faith and devotion brought to him a tesil- 




mony for himself and from that time to the end of his earthly career Hyrum 
Smith was a close companion and undeviating supporter of his prophet-brother in 
all things pertaining to the work of the Lord. They were to each other nearer and 
dearer than David and Jonathan. Throughout life they were one ; where Joseph 
was, Hyrum wanted to be, unless the Ix)rd directed him to labor in another 
part of the land, where, as to all other calls, he was strictly obedient. In all the 
trials through wbicii the Church has passed, and in which he was always a sufferer. 
Hyrum never murmured nor found fauU. Like Caleb and Joshua ; like Sam and 
Nephi; he always brought a good report. If he bore from one locality of the 
Saints to another the sad tidings of mobbings, persecutions and suffering, it was 
always attended with patience and resignation! no desire to retaliate upon his 
enemies, but breathing cheer and hope to those who were encompassed with sorrow. 
If any man from the greatness and Godlikeness of his soul was like unto the Lord 
of Glory in saying of his persecutors and murderers, **Father, forgive them for 
they know not what they do," Hyrum Smith was that man. When rebellion 
against the Prophet Joseph was rife in the Church, when criminations, falsehood 
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and calumny were cruelly and without cause hurled at him, even by many leading 
men in the Church, Hynim never faltered, but stood nobly by his side helping .to 
bear the burdens of those troublesome times. Hyrum Smith was always a 
peacemaker. When on one occasion a prominent brother in the Church so far 
got himself in selfish passion, as to strike the Prophet, Hyrum labored with all 
dilligence to bring the refractory brother to repentance. When success had 
crowned their labors and reconciliation made, the Prophet thus commented on his 
devoted brother Hyrum : **And I could pray in my heart that all my brethren 
were like unto my beloved brother Hyrum, who possesses the mildness of a lamb, 
and the integrity of a Job, and in short the meekness and humility of Christ ; and 
I love him with that love which is stronger than death, for I never had occasion 
to rebuke him, nor he me, which he declared when he left me today." One of the 
great attributes in the nature of Hyrum Smith was that of mercy. His soul was 
full of love for his fellow beings, and we may say that this mercy was greatly 
quickened and intensified in Hyrum Smith because his soul was enlightened by 
the intelliscnce of the Holy Spirit, whereby he valued the worth of souls in the 
sight of our Heavenly Father. He was filled with keen abhorrence at the condition 
of those who fell away and made shipwreck of their faith. ''Wo unto them who 
are cut off from my Church, for the same are overcome of the world," is the word 
of the Lord to all Saints. If Hyrum Smith knew of a man or woman who was 
tempted ^'o turn aside through the trials and temptations of life, or who through 
misunders,:anding or ignorance, was considered out of harmony with the rules of 
the Church or the Spirit of the Gospel, he would go to such individual and labor 
with heartfelt love for that soul to show him his error and turn him from the 
dangers which threatened him. Even when men were wilfully stubborn and 
rebellious he never gave them up without a desperate effort to bring them unto 
repentance. This was strikingly illustrated in the case of a brother who in the 
serious troubles in Missouri forsook the Prophet and published false things 
against him. Hyrum sought dilligently to turn this man from his error. Of this 
circumstance the Jate President John Taylor said to this effect : **! had it in my 
heart to try and save the rebellions brother, but when I heard that Hyrum Smith 
had gone before me on the same errand, I knew it was useless for me to try if 
Brother Hyrum should fail." When Sidney Rigdon failed in his devotion to God 
and His work and was al)Out to be dropped from his counselorship in the 
Presidency of the Church, Brother Hyrum plead for mercy to be extended. His 
pleading prevailed and for the time being Sidney Rigdon was retained. Sidney was 
ungrateful, however, for the consideration shown him, and soon turned aside. 

That the readers of the Joubnal may know how more fully the great love <»nd 
esteem in which the Lord held this great man we quote the following from Section 
124 of the Doctrine and Covenants : "And again verily I say unto you, blesse«l is 
ray servant Hyrum Smith, for I the Ix)rd love him because of the integrity of 
his heart and because he loveth that which is right before me, saith the Lord." 
To be so loved of the Father is a blessing greater than which none can attain. 
What is it compared with this mortal life? To be thus in harmony with Qod the 
Fountain of all life and truth, is but the gift and principle of eternal life, to be 
extended to all eternity. When God loves a man, so that His Holy Spirit manifests 
His power and influence through that man, how vain and ignorant it is in mortal 
men to despise such noble characters and withhold their fellowship from them as 
the world have always done in the days of Prophets and inspired men. The Lord 
says in the same revelation : "That my servant Hyrum Smith may take the office 
of Priesthood and Patriarch, which was appointed unto him by his father, by 
blessing .ind also by right. That from henceforth he shall hold the keys of the 
Patriarchal blessings upon the heads of all my people, that whoever he blesses shall 
be blessed, and whoever he curses shall be cursed ; that whatsoever he shall bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven ; and from this time forth I appoint unto him that 
he may be a Prophet, and a Seer and a Revelator unto my Church as well as my 
servant Joseph ; that he may act in concert also with my servant Joseph ; and that 
he shall receive counsel from my ser\'ant Joseph who shall show unto him the keys 
whereby he may ask and receive, and be crowned with the same blessing and glory 
and honor and Pristhood and gifts of the Priesthood that once were put upon him 
that was my st»rvant Oliver Cowdery ; that my servant Hyrum may bear record of 
all things, which I shall show unto him, that his name may be had in honorable re- 
membrance from generation to generation forever and ever." Thus was conferred 
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upon this faithful man keys, powers and authority equal to which bat few men have 
ever attained in this life. Side by side with his brother Joseph in all things pertain- 
ing to the plan of life and salvation. To the life and mission of Hyrum Smith there 
is still another great phase, the importance of which is beyond calculation. fYom 
the trials which came to the Church in the days of the Prophet, his wife Emma 
chose to refuse following the Twelve Apostles who succeeded the Prophet, with 
President Brigham Young at their head, in the presidency of the Church. Through 
her unfortunate example and the influence of apostates and traitors the Prophet's 
sons have failed to follow their noble father in the work of the Lord. On the 
other hand, as Hyrum had been true and faithful to his brother, so were his 
family true to him. They went with the Church to Utah and have blen true and 
faithful in keeping the commandments of God. Today, the keys of presidency and 
prophetic office are upon the head of Hyrum*s son, President Joseph F. Smith, a 
man like his father, noble and great in the work of the Lord. The Patriarchal 
office and keys of blessing the people of God are in the hands of the Patriarch 
John Smith, eldest son of Hyrum. Truly Hyrum Smith was and is, and ever 
will be an anchor to the Prophet Joseph Smith. We feel safe in saying that through 
all the generations of unborn time will be found the descendants of Hyrum Smith 
bearing and honoring the keys of the Holy Apostlcship and Patriarchal office for the 
benefit and blessing of the Church throughout the world. Truly like Abraham in 
"him and his seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed." Henceforth through 
time and all eternity is the name of Hyrum Smith inseparably connected with that 
of Joseph his prophet brother. They were together in their pre-existent state. They 
were bom into this world not apart ; were one in life, and one when together they 
went to Carthage and laid down their lives as faithful witnesses of the truth and 
martyrs for the word of God. 



JOSEPH SMITH AS A BOY. 

BY PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH. 



With the knowledge we have of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, and looking back a hundred years to the birth of the Prophet Joseph, the 
question naturally arises: **Can a good tree bring forth evil fruit V" We are 
informed that false prophets are also known by their fruits. **By their fruits ye 
shall know them," says the Redeemer. That Joseph was a true Prophet and 
brought forth good fruit is evidenced by the Latter-day Saints. They are fruits 
of the doctrine, and the result of the organization which he was instrimiental 
in the hands of God, in bringing forth. All that they have and are bear record 
that they are the product of a good tree which has brought forth good fruit. 

It could not be otherwise. How inconsistent, therefore, to charge Joseph 
Smith' with being an imposter, a money-digger, and a deceiver! Let us look at 
him as a boy, and see if one reared as he was could be inclined to great evil. To 
me there is a sweet fascination in the contemplation of his childhood and youth. 
I love to contemplate the innocence and the artless simplicity of his boyhood. It 
bears record that he was honest, that he was led by the Spirit of God, to perform 
his wonderful mission. How could a child at his age be impelled by other than 
honest motives in the accomplishment of his high and holy calling? What he 
did he was led to do by the inspiration and guidance of his Heavenly Father*, of 
this I feel assured. 

He was much like other children ; his play was like that of his companions ; 
his thoughts, like those of most children, were innocent, and consequently he was 
incapable of the knavery and connivance that his enemies declare he practiced. 
Though poor, his parents were honest and good ; they delighted in the truth, and It 
was their honest desire to live according to the best light within them. Love and 
good will to all, found expression in their hearts and acts ; and their children were 
imbued with like sentiments. They were firm believers in God, and trusted in 
His watchcare over His children. They had frequently received manifestations 
of His loving kindness, in dreams, visions and inspirations; and God had healed 
their little ones in answer to prayer, when they were nigh unto death. It w^as 
in such an atmosphere that the boy was reared. 

Joseph was a remarkably quiet and well-disposed child who gave his parents 
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little or no trouble. As early as the age of 8, he gave proof that, besides being 
thoughtful, easily governed, and of sweet and loving disposition, he possessed the 
foundation principles of a good character — filial affection, patience, endurance, 
courage. An incident related by his mother will illustrate. Tif'phoid fever had 
left him with a fever sore between his breast and shoulder, and he suffered 
excruciating pain for more than two weeks before the cause was discovered. The 
sore was then lanced, at which the pain left it, but shot into his leg, so that with 
that he suffered the greatest agony for several weeks more. His mother carried him 
for most of the two weeks in her arms, until she was worn out ; whereupon, his 
elder brother Hyrum, noted for his tenderness, sympathy, and trustworthiness. 




President Joseph F. 8mith. 

insisted on watching by his bedside. He sat faithfully beside his brother with the 
affected leg in his hands so that Joseph might the better endure the pain. 
Several incisions were made at different times, but to no seeming purpose, the pain 
of the little sufferer becoming each time more intense. At length the doctors 
decided to amputate the leg, but the mother protested, and the doctors concluded 
to make one more trial to heal the affected bone, by operation. 

"We have come again." said the doctors, approaching the patient boy's bed. 
"Yes," said Joseph, "but you have not come to take off my leg, have you, sir?" 
He was assured that, on the request of his mother, only an incision was 
contemplated. Then the principal surgeon asked that cords be brought to bind 
him to the bed while the operation was performed — for anesthetics were unknown. 
To this Joseph objected, courageously answering that he could endure it, if he had 
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his liberty. "Will you, then, take some brandy or wine?" "No;" exclaimed 
Joseph, "I will not touch one particle of liquor, neither will I be tied down ; 
but I will tell you what I will da — I will have my father sit on the bed and hold 
me in his arms, and then I will do whatever is necessary in order to have the 
bone taken out!'* Then, looking at his mother, he said, "Mother, I want you to 
leave the room, for I know you cannot bear to see me suffer so ; father can stand 
it, but you have carried me so much, and watched over me so long, you are almost 
worn out. Now, mother, promise me that you will not stay, will you? The Lord 
will help me, and I shall get through with it.** And God did help him through. 
But here, in the child, the boy, what evidence have we not of love and anxiety 
for mother ; what confidence in father ; what endurance, what patience in suffering, 
what self-reliance, what love of liberty, what temperance, what courage! Can 
such a spirit later befoul its purity with duplication and deceit? Impossible. 
These evils are not the fruits of such a tree ; rather these traits and virtues which 
the boy exhibited are the foundation principles of true character; and, belonging 
to the boy, they became second nature to the man. Such childhood is toe hSLsis 
of such manhood. 

Now what shall we say of the wonderful manifestation to him some seven 
or eight years later when he was still a boy of about 14 years of age? It was 
in the early spring of 1820 when this same child, in answer to the word of God 
in James, sought God in prayer to know the right. He declares that in reply to 
his petitiou, he saw a pillar of light descending gradually until it fell upon him : 
"When the light rested upon me,** he testifies in his own language, "I saw two 
personages, whose brightness and glory defy all description, standing above me in 
the air. One of them spake unto me, calling me by name, and said, pointing to 
the other, 'This is my beloved Son, hear him.* ** 

Is it reasonable to suppose that there could have been premeditated deceit 
on the part of the boy, and .such a boy, in his simple statement of what he saw? 
No ; neither could the answer which the heavenly messenger gave to him have been 
composd in the child's own mind. Note the plainness and simplicity of his 
following statements. He says : 

"I asked the personages who stood above me in the light, which of all the 
sects was right — and which I should join. I was answered that I must join none 
of them, for they were all wrong; and the personage who addressed me said that 
all the creeds were an abomination in His sight; that those professors were all 
corrupt ; that they draw near to me with their lips, but their hearts are far from 
me ; they teach for doctrines the commandments of men, having a form of 
Godliness, but they deny the power thereof.** 

Keeping these things in mind, and many others which might be referred to 
of a similar nature in the boy's early life, let the doubter who considers the child 
an imposter, call up a noble lad of 14 years before him. Let the reader do it. 
Look at him carefully, and ask yourselves, what motives underlie his acts and 
words; and decide when you look at him whether in his young life there is apt to 
be premeditated schemes of deception, pertaining to such mature and really 
wonderful things as those about which the boy Joseph was making declarations 
and stat'^raents, with the earnest simplicity of youth! No: here is yet uncon- 
taminated childhood, that will tell its story straight ; childhood that will out with 
the full, unvarnished truth. Joseph declared in the simplicity of his nobld boy- 
hood that he had seen this vision, and that he knew it to be true. It is a wonder, 
considering the circumstances, that he rhould not be believed, and received with 
rejoicing as a favored Prophet of God. 

On the contrary, he was persecuted and made sport of by ministers of 
religion who, above all, should have hail?d him as favored of God. No wonder that 
in later life he thought how very strange it was that an obscure boy, a little over 
14 ye^rs of age, one doomed, too, to the necessity of obtaining a scanty maintenance 
by his daily labors, should create in the great ones of the most popular sects of 
the day, a spirit of most bitter persecution and reviling just because he had 
testified that he had seen a vision. Thanksgiving and repentance would have been 
more appropriate on their part. 

And this bitter opposition and persecution from the religious organizations 
continued in the interval up to Sept. 23. 1823, during which seemingly uneventful 
time in his life the boy continued to labor with his father in the field, and to 
prepare himself for important events to come. Then it was that the hiding place 
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of the sacred records of Cumorah, containing the fulness of the gospel, was revealed 
to him by ministering angels, with many other precious truths, which finally led 
to the publication of the Book of Mormon and the organization of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, with power and authority from God, because 
of what was conferred upon Joseph, to officiate in the name of the Lord. 

Joseph 'Smith's testimony, concerning these things, in later life, was as 
simple, straightforward, plain and true as it had been in childhood; his fidelity, 
courage, and love, implanted in and characteristic of his life in boyhood, neither 
faltered nor changed. 

One marked illustration of this was his love for children. He never saw a 
child but he desired to take it up and bless it, and many he did so bless, taking 
them in his arms and upon his knee. 1 have myself sat upon his knee. He was 
so fond of children that he would go far out of his way to speak to a little one, 
which is to me a striking characteristic of true manhood. 

His was true love for the human race. His life was definitely characteristic 
of the great principle expressed in his prayer in Liberty jail. (I>octrine and 
Covenants, section 121:39). He reproved at times with sharpness, when moved 
upon by the Holy Ghost, but afterwards showed forth an increase of love toward 
him whom he reproved, lest the latter should esteem him an enemy. He was full 
of charity toward all men, and virtue indeed garnished his thoughts. 

H^ exercised dominion and authority by persuasion, long-suffering, gentleness, 
meekness, and love unfeigned, until kindness and pure knowledge enlarged his 
manly soul without hypocrisy and without guile. He waxed strong in the presence 
of God, and the doctrine of the Priesthood distilled upon his soul as the dews from 
heaven. 

Can such a tree bring forth evil fruit? No; verily, no. 

When, at last, having demonstrated these qualities all his days, he freely gave 
his life for his testimony and his people, he had succeeded in outlining the work 
of the Lord, and in revealing to mankind the foundation principles of all progress 
and salvation. I know, and have known from my childhood, that he was a Prophet 
of God, iind I believe in His divine mission with all my heart; and in the 
authenticity and inspiration of the revelations which he received, and the Book of 
Mormon which he was instrumental in bringing forth. Many people, a century 
from this centennial anniversary, will bear testimony to similar knowledge and 
light, for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is the undying work of 
God. — Improvement Era. 



THE TWO BROTHERS. 



It is but fitting that the portraits of the Patriarch Ilyrum Smith's two 
noble sons should appear in this issue of the Journal. One is the Prophet, 
Seer and Revelator, while the other is the presiding Patriarch of the Church. 

President Joseph F. Smith has had a wonderful experience as a boy, as a 
youth, and as a man. There is no other livinsr individual in the church whose 
biography is better known than his. Born amidst the most trying times of this 
great dispensation, deprived of his father by assassins during the days of his 
tender childhood, yet blessed with Grod's true nobility in the personage of his 
noble mother, he has stood every test, f iced almost every kind of trial through- 
out his whole life. As a mere boy he drove the ox team of his mother over 
the unknown prairies and mountains of the west and was reared in the midst of 
nil the dangers of pioneer life. The exalted position he now occupies came to 
him as a reward of merit and faithfulness in his work of devotion to the gredt 
cause for which his father laid down his life. 

John Smith, the presiding Patriarch of the Church, entered upon this sphere 
of action seventy-three years ago, th^ exact date of his birth being Sept. 22nd, 1882, 
and the place Kirtland, Lake (then Geauga) county, Ohio. His father, Hyrnm 
Smith, was the Patriarch, who seaJed his testimony with his bh)od along with \\U 
brother Joseph : the mother was Jerusha Barden Smith, who died October 13th, 
1837. The father was again married, on December 24th, 1837, to Miss Mairy 
Fielding, who bore him a son and a daughter. Young John accompanied his 
father's family to Far West, that place around whose name so many painful recol- 
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lections to the Saints center, eerly in 1838. Persecution was rife. During that 
year his Patriarch father and Prophet uncle were bounded in various ways by 
howling mobs and finally lodged in Liberty county jail, but were subsequently 
released. Expulsion from the community and the state are also among the youth- 
ful recollections of the present Patriarch; these with many other tribulations for 
the Gospel's sake going to make up a very turbulent commencement of a life's 
journey. 

After varied experiences, all involving innumerable hardships, the family at 
last reached Ck>mmerce, Illinois, the town which afterwards became world-renowned 
as Nauvoo. Young John left his people and started with Heber G. Kimball's fam- 
ily for the "Wild West" in February, 1847. On this expedition his experieuo^s 
were numerous. He had to do all kinds of work and endure all kinds of privation.-?. 
During the early part of the journey across the plains he became acquainted with 




Patbiaboh John f mith. 

Col. Thomas L. Kane, whose name is held in high regard by the Latter-day Sainrs, 
and became a nurse for that distinguished gentleman when suffering from an attack 
of sickness. After going back over a great portion of the journey traversed to 
meet his relatives, whom he heard were coming, and returning to Winter Quarters 
where an extended stay occurred, the party at last were off for the "vast, booming, 
bounding West," commencing the journey during the month of April, 1848. It 
proved to be an unusually hard journey, filled with trials and perils, but under the 
providence of the Lord it was finished in safety on the 22nd of September, Brother 
Smith's sixteenth birthday. 

Brother Smith's career in Utah, like that of many others who came at or doee 
to the beginning, has been exceedingly varied. All kinds of service, public and 
private, military and civil, religious and secular, has fallen to his lot, and always 
has it received proper attention and correct performance. He also filled a suc- 
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cesBfuI misskm ta Scandinavia, on which he set out in May, 1862 ; his experiences 
on this mission were at times most trying, but he faltered not and came home at 
last with a company of 972 Saints. On December 25th, 1853, he was married t.> 
Miss Helen M. Fisher, who has borne him five sons and four daughters. His or- 
dination to the office of Patriarch was in February, 1855, under the hands of 
Presidents Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball and Jedediah M. Grant, and Apos- 
tles Orson Hyde, Orson Pratt, Wilford Woodruff, George A. Smith and Lorenzo 
Snow. During his administration of this high and holy office, Brother Smith has 
given 15,863 Patriarchal blessings. Notwithstanding his years and the dazzli.ng 
whiteness of his hair and beard, he is as active and spry as many a man of half 
his years. May he long continue so. The writer received a Patriarchal blessing 
at the hands of Patriarch Smith, when nineteen years of age. Many glorious prom- 
ises therein have been literally fulfilled. This may be said of the thousands of 
blessings he has given, for he enjoys the spirit of his calling, and his predictions 
will be fulfilled. Happy is the man who receives a blessing from him who hold;) 
the keys of the office. Brother Smith is kind, genial and fatherly, sociable with all 
and unassuming in his disposition. May his life be preserved for many years to 
bless the people of God. — [From M. F. Cowley's "Prophets and Patriarchs."] 



CARTHAQE JAIL, WHERE THE PROPHET AND PATRIARCH WERE 

MARTYRED. 

This hiertoric structure, built in 1841, is still standing dn Carthage, III., 
corner Walnut and Fayette streets. It is built of red sandstone and the waPs 
are nearly three feet in thickness. It shows no sigoa of decay. The building 




and grounds are now owned by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
Regarding the terrible tragedy enacted in this building on June 27, 1844, we ap- 
pend section 135 of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants as foUojf^s : 

To seal the testimony of this book and the Book of Mormon, we announce 
the Martyrdom of Joseph Smith the Prophet, and Hyrum Smith the Patriarc'). 
They were shot in Carthage jail, on the 27th day of June, 1844, about 5 o'clock 
p. m., by an armed mob, painted black — of from 150 to 200 persons. Hyrum 
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was shot firsrt and fell calmly, exclaiming, *'I am a dead man !" Joseph leapf'd 
from the window and was shot dead in the attempt, exclaiming, *'0 Lord my God I" 
They were both shot after they were dead in a brutal manner, and both received 
four balls. 

John Taylor and Willard Richards two of the Twelve were the only persous 
in the room at the time; the former was wounded in a savage manner with four 
balls, but has since recovered ; the latter, through the providence ot God, escaprd, 
"without even a hole in his robe." 

Joseph Smith, the Prophet and Seer of the Lord, has done more (savs Jesus 
only,) for the salvation of men in this world than any other man that ever 
lived in it. In the short space of twenty years, he has brought forth the Bonk 
of Mormon, which be translated by the gift and power of Crod, and has been th(« 
means of publishing it on two continents ; has sent the fullness of the everlasti<ig 
gospel which it contained to the four quarters of the earth ; has brought foi ili 
the revelations and commandments which compose this Book of Doctrine and 
Co^ienants, and many other wise documents and instructions for the benefit ot* 
the children of men ; gathered many thousands of the Latter-day Saints, founde-1 
a great city; and left a fame and name that cannot be slain. He lived great and 
died great in the eyes of God and his people, and like most of the Lord's anointed 
in ancient times, has sealed his mission and his works with hie own blood — and 
so has his brother Hyrum. In life they were not divided, and in death they wercj 
not separated! 

When Joseph went to Carthai?e to deliver himself up to the pretended require- 
ments of the law, two or three days previous to his assassination, he said, "I am 
going like a lamb to the slaughter; but I am calm as a summer's morning; I 
have a conscience void of oflPence towards God, and towards all men. I shall 
die innocent, and it shall yet be said of me — he was murdered in cold blood.** Th»» 
same morning, after Hyrum made ready to go — shall it be said to the elaughtr"? 
Yes, for so it was — he read the following paragraph, near the close of the fifth 
diapter of Ether, in the Book of Mormon, and turned down the leaf upon it : 

"And it came to pass that I prayed unto the Lord that He would give unto 
the Crentiles grace, that they might have charity. And it came to pass that th* 
Lord said unto me, if they have not charity, it mattereth not unto you, thou -hast 
been faithful ; wherefore thy garments are clean. And because thou hast been 
Ihy weakness, thou shalt be made strong, even unto the sitting down in the place 

which I have prepared in the mansions of my Father. And now I bid faiv- 

well unto the Gentiles; ji^a and also unto my brethren whom I love, until we 
shall meet before the judgment seat of "Christ, where all men shall know that 
my garments are not spotted with your blood.'* The testators am now dead, and 
their testament is in force. 

Hyrum Smith was 44 years old, February, 1844, and Joseph Smith was 38 
in December, 1843; and hencoforward their names will be claseied among the flaar- 
tyrs of religion ; and the reader in every nation will be reminded that the "Bo<>k 
of Mormon,** and this book of Doctrine and CovenantR of the church. co«t the best 
blood of the nineteenth century to bring them forth for the salvation of a ruJn«^i 
world ; and that if the fire can scathe a green- tree for the glory of God. how easy 
it will bum up the "dry trees** to purify the vineyard of corruption. They lived 
for glory; they died for glory; and glory is their eternal reward. From age to 
age shall their names go down to posterity as gems for th^" sanctified. 

They were innocent of any crime, as thi^y had often been proved before, anl 
were only confined in jail by the conspiracy of traitors and wicked men ; and their 
innocent blood on the floor of the Carthage jail, is a broad seal afiixed to "Mor- 
monism" that cannot be rejected by any court on earth, and their innocent blooil 
on the escutcheon of the State of Illinois, with the broken faith of the State a.^ 
pledged by the Governor, is a witness to the truth of the everlasting gospel, that 
all the world cannot impeach : and their innocent blood on the banner of liberty, 
and on the magna charta of the Ignited States, is an ambassador for the religion 
of Jesus Christ, that will touch the hearts of honest men among all nations; and 
their innocent t>Iood, with the innocent blood of all the martyrs under the altar 
that John saw, will cry unto the Lord of hosts, till he avenges that blood on the 
earth. Amen. 
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A pleasing feature of Christmas celebration by the Latter day Saints in 
the year of our Lord Nineteen Hundred and Five, was the erection, unveiling 
and dedication of ihe monument to Joseph Smith, the Seer of the Nineteenth 
century, at his birthplace in Sharon, Windsor County, Vermont. He was born 
there on December 23, 1805. At this centenary of his advent into the world, 
it was a fitting time to commemorate that event and give honor to an illuetrious 
man whose mission has been but little understood, but whose name, as was 




predicted at the beginning of his active career, is known throughout the world 
for good or evil. He raado his mark upon the history of his time. Under divine 
inspiration he founded and built up the Cfhurch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints after the pattern of that which Christ himself set up while in the fle^ih. 
It is conceded to be the most complete and powerful ecclesiastical organizacion 
in the world. Starting with six members on the sixth day of April, 1830, it has 
grown into a vigorous body, numbering hundreds of thousands, the members jf 
which are scattered in all the civilized nations, while its central location on the 
western slope of the Rocky Mountains finds a dwelling place for devotees, who 
form the majority of the population of a sovereign state of the American Union. 
The principles he advocated are both rational and scriptural. They account for 
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the origin of things spiritual and natural. They explain Deity and €k>d's rela- 
tion to humanity. They answer the soul's inquiryt "Whence am I, what am I, 
whither am I going?" They reveal the reality of Eternalism. They settled theo- 
logical disputes that have been carried on through centuries. They disclose the 
doctrine of God's personality, manifetsed in Christ, His divine Son, in the power 
and light of the Holy Ghost, by which He is omnipresent. They expound the 
truths concerning the fall of man, the plan of redemption, and the future of the 
human race in the various conditions and degrees in the "many mansions" of the 
Eternal Father, the justice and mercy of the Almighty, His purposes in relation 
to His children who inhabit the worlds He has formed for their dwelling p\&:ns 
throughout the extended universe, and open up to the understanding of mortal life 
and light and immortality everlasting. During his short career on earth he 
translated the records containing the ancient history of the American continent, 
built cities and temples, brought forth knowledge, wisdom and pbiloeopbic truihs 
to a greater extent than any other man esteemed as a prophet, a sage or a reve- 
lator. He sealed his testimony with his blood. His name will be enrolled apon 
the list of the martyrs. It is venerated now by people of all nationalRies and 
tongues. He is also decried, despised and rejected by numerous millions who «'io 
not understand his works or his words. It will take time as well as labor and 
the spread of intelligence to make him known as he was and is and will be. 
His followers have no doubt of the ultimate result. The erection of a monu- 
ment to his memory, is a fitting tribute from the people who esteem him as a man of 
God, raised up to usher in the greatest of all divine dispensations, preparatory 
to the second advent of the great Redeemer, the Christ, the rightful King over 
all the earth. "Honored and blest be his ever great name!" — Deseret News. 

A telegraphic account of the dedicatory services held at Sharon, A^^mont, 
on Saturday, December 23, is as follows: "The day was thawing anSsfoppy, 
buggies instead of sleighs being used, carrying the party three and one-half 
miles to thid monument, which is of magnificent polished granite from base to 
point of spire. A fine cottage has just been built over the hearthstone around 
which the Prophet played when three years old, all that was left of the home- 
stead. Twenty persons, including Elders from Boston and New York, were here 
today; also John W. Young. They, with the Utah party, made a total of fifty, 
and with resident visitors, 450 were at the services. Boston Globe, Boston Amer- 
ican and other reporters were sent here ; also Shecher of the Reorganized Church. 
Services were held in the house at 11, President Smith presiding. Singing, 'Amer- 
ica.' Prayer was offered by President Lund. Singing, 'We Thank Thee, O (Jod. 
for a Prophet.* Junius told the story of getting the property, sixty-eight acres, 
and the herculean task of getting the immense polished granite stones on the spot, 
requiring providential help. Considering the country, the achievement was most 
manolous, not a scratch or chip on any part being made. The cost is not over 
$25,000. Easton sang the 'Guiding Star.' President Lyman, in his remarks, 
recognized and thanked Vermont help and skill. Dr. Edgar Fisher extended greet- 
ing to the visitors and congratulations on behalf of the people of Vermont. Elder 
John Henry Smith delivered a patriotic speech and Lucy Gates and Easton sang 
*An Angel From On High,* and Elder Ilyrum M. Smith bore his testimony. Jesse 
M. Smith spoke, representing the Vermont Smiths and Elder C. W. Penrose bore 
testimony to the Prophet's mission. President Smith oflBsred the dedicacoiv 
prayer. Singing, 'Praise to the Man,* etc. A vote of thanks was given to Junius 
F. Wells, and benediction was then offered and the monument unveiled, it having 
been covered by the Stars and Stripes, which were removed by Miss Ediih 
Smith." ' , 

"NOT L. D. SAINTS BUT L. D. DEVILS." 



The above is the title which the Rev. J. Stoker Hunt, of Milner, Pike Co., 
Georgia, gives to an article written by him for "The Watchman," the mouthpiece of 
the Southern Episcopal Methodist Church, and without mnking any comment upon 
the savageness of ita statements, we submit the article as a choice gem from 
this professed follower of the meek and lowly Nazarene. It is as follows: 

"Not L. D. S. but L. D. Devils. Not a Church of Christ but a Society of 
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Satan. It is a shame to this land of Christianity, of general intelligence and of 
chastity, where woman is the honored queen of onr homes and where every ba^ 
villain who would dare bring reproach upon her fair name is not only despised 
as having c(Mnmitted the unpardonable sin, but to whom is meted out swift and 
severe justice. That those infernal slick-tongue scoundrels, enemies of hell, wao 
tramp over our country by twos and threes, and who profanely introduce them- 
selves as missionaries of the Church of Christ, *L. D. S.,' *Mormons,' are suffered 
to spread themselves like a mighty octopus over our country. Like their father, 
the devil (for little devils they are), they go into every city and every village and 
along the highways and hedges, and where permitted enter every home, carrying 
their danmable heresies and hellish lies. If there ever was a wolf in sheep's 
clothing theee so-called L. D. S. or Mormons certainly are. They come, Bible 
in hand and well-oiled tongue in mouth, and preach salvation and sanctification, 
and purity and chastity through Jesus Christ the Lord. They tell of their sublime 
faith and of their heroic sacrifice, of being away from wives, if you please, for 
mouths, all for the salvation of immortal souls. If possible they will conceal 
their true identity and manage to get into some chucch dedicated to the worship 
of the one true and living God, and there preach the purest Gospel imaginable 
and hold themselves up as beacon lights of righteousness, the holiest of the holy, 
the very embodiment of chastity, and the fountain head of wisdom, with whom 
only the wicked will disagree. But wait until they win their way into your 
confidence, and if possible proselyte you to their faith, till they tell you that the 
vile Book of Mormon, written as a smutty novel, but swiped by Joseph Smith, one 
of the most contemptible men who ever drew a breath of life, as a direct revela- 
tion to him — is more truly the word of God than the Holy Bible which was given 
by direct inspiration of God to holy men of old; till they tell you (all these 
secrets by degrees as you become confirmed into the Mormon faith and your con* 
science hardened) that the teachings of Joseph Smith and the other nefarious 
polygamist Bi^ops of the Mormon Church are more binding upon Christians than 
the teachings of Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of Gk>d, ever were; till they 
seize an opportunity to betray your confidence and wreck your happy hoiiie, tbe 
story of which-^too dark to write here — is told in the divorce courts; till your 
fair daughter — the very idol of your heart — is inveigled into a mock marriage with 
one of these L. D. Devils, who perhaps starts with her presumably to Utah, but 
leaves her in some strange city, homeless, friendless and penniless, and often a^ 
times writes her insultingly that he no longer ha^ need for her as he already has 
several wives — ^and all the world knows her shame. 

"Shall we under any circumstances permit them to enter our homes? Ten 
thousand times no. Rather would I let a lousy, ragged, foul-emelling tramp, who 
was an avowed drunkard, murderer, thief and libertine, enjoy the hospitality of 
my home than to allow one of those accursed wolves in sheep's clothing, who is 
really an emissary of the society of satan, L. D. Devils, to enter my threshold. 

"I care not though the night be dark and cold, and the elements raging in a'l 
their most awful fury — the devils shall not enter my home if I know it. These 
can positively be no companion with evil. 

"Then, Mormons, or L. D. Devils, back to Salt Lake and hide your shame- 
covered heads beneath its briny depths, for though your tongue be smooth and 
your words honeyed, your hearts are as black as perdition and your lives are, as i.n, 
the life of your father, the devil. 

"Mormonism, back to your native hills, for from hell did you spring and to 
hell shall you, with all the poor wretches deceived by you, return. And ther^i 
shall be weeping, wailing and gnashing of teeth." 



Elder L. R. Baker, writing from Richmond, Va., says: "While Elder F. P. 
Whitney was confined in the Memorial Hospital in this city. President Weight 
and I visited there to help pass away the lonesome moments for him. While there 
we entered into mamy (Jospel conversations with the patients. Previous to our 
visit they knew nothing concerning the truth of Mormonism. As a result, three 
men are very deeply interested, and we think much good has haen done. We are 
now distributing the little work, "President Joseph F. Smith Denies the CHiarges.'* 
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EDIXORIA L. 



QREETINQS FROM THE FIRST PRESIDENCY. 

We hail with pleasure the advent of another Christmas day. celebrated 
throughout Christendom as the anniversary of the birth into this life of the world's 
Redeemer. We regard and venerate Him as the Christ, the veritable Son of the 
Eternal Father. To the Latter-day Saints we extend cordial greeting at this 
festive season, and congratulate them on the condition of the Church and its 
pleasing prospects. In temporal things our people in these valleys of the 
mountains have been greatly blessed. Bountiful harvests have been reaped on fie'ft 
and farm, in orchard and garden and vineyard. The flocks and herds upon the 
bills and tJie ranges have been multiplied ; most of the industries that have been 
established have flourished ; comfortable homes greet the eye in every direction^ 
and want and penury are little known among the Saints. For these favors of 
divine Providence we ought to be truly grateful, but in addition to these good 
things, which are material, there has been- an increase of spiritual life and unity, 
resulting from increased faith in God and confidence in His servants. It is 
delightful to behold the peace and joy and contentment to be found throughout 
Zion, and the determination exhibited to hold fast to the truths which our 
Heavenly Father has revealed in the latter days and to the spiritual kingdom 
which He has set up to "be throMTi down no more forever." In all the quorums of 
the Holy Priesthood and in the auxiliary organizations there is a marked increase 
of interest, intelligent inquiry and intense satisfaction. The eflSciency displayed by 
the presiding officers among them is evident to all observers. The influence of 
education is also apparent; the Church academies, college and universities show 
marked improvement, being aided far more liberally than ever before from 
CSiurch funds; musical culture is progressing; order is maintained in public 
gatherings, and advancement is seen on both intellectual and spiritual lines. One 
striking evidence of the faith of the Saints is their fidelity in the payment of 
titbes» and the offerings for the poor, in the erection of substantial and elegant 
houses of worship, in the maintenance of missions and the support given generally 
to all measures for the spread of the work of the Lord. Our people are gradually 
following the advice given to "get out of debt." It is confidently hoped that the 
Church itself will, before long, be free from the bonded indebtedness which has 
been a burden upon it for some time. It will be glad tidings to us all if by next 
Christmas day we can declare, truthfully, that "we owe no man anything, but ta 
love one another.*' The Church abroad is strengthening its hold upon the thinking 
portion of mankind. Prejudice is being removed from the minds of good people. 
Substantial meeting houses have been erected at several points, and the way is 
opening up for the promulgation of the Gospel in many lands, some of which 
have hitherto been barred against our Elders. There are openinzs for our 
missionaries, too numerous to fill at present. The cry is repeated, as of old, **The 
harvest is great, but the laborers are few." The unveiling of the monument to- 
the Prophet Joseph Smith at Sharon, Windsor County, Vermont, on Dec. 23, the 
100th anniversary of his birth, is a cause of great congratulation to all who. 
believe in his divine mission. Slander, false witness and the shafts of malice are 
arrayed against the Church and its authorities, as may be expected until Satan is 
bound and falsehood is conquered by divine truth. It is our duty to bear such 
things with patience, and not permit ourselves to be aroused to an^rer or retaliation. 
We should stand up for the right, and as far as possible ignore the wrong-doers. 
The knowledge that God is with us and that His work will prevail should buoy us 
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up under every difficulty and every trial, havinjr the conviction that the Lord 
will cause even "the wrath of man to praise Him.'* The very efforts of the 
enemies of His Church to hedge up its way will be overruled by Him to accelerate 
its advancement. We advise the Saints to enjoy as far as is possible and consistent, 
the pleasures of Christmas time, with that temperance and regard for others 
which should be observed at this sacred anniversary. Bless the children ; provide 
for the poor ; comfort the distressed ; visit the widow and the fatherless ; forgive 
those who may be regarded as enemies; be filled with the spirit of blessing; have 
charity for all ; promote peace and good will, and spread abroad the light and 
intelligence which flow down from heaven in the Gospel of the Son of Grod; 
recognize His divine hand in all that is good and useful and that promotes the 
welfare of humanity. All truth, from whatever source it seems to emanate, in 
science, in art, in phUosophy, in theology, in discovery or invention, which 
promotes happiness and elevates mankind, is from the Father of light, who sent 
His Son, Jesus Christ of Nazareth, into the world to uplift His sons and 
daughters and bring them out of darkness, ignorance and sin into communion with 
Him and obedience to His laws. Glory and praise be unto Him for this great and 
crowning mercy I Let all nations join in the glad refrain which was sung by the 
angels at the Savior's birth ! We extend greeting and blessing and earnest desire 
for the favor of heaven to rest upon all the human family, with the fervent hope 
that the time is not far distant when they will bow the knee to the King 
Immanuel and sing with united voice. Glory to God and the Lamb for ever and 
ever. Amen 

Joseph F. Smith, 
John R. Winder, 
Anthon H. Lund, 
— Deseret News. t irst Presidency. 

SOME THINGS THE PROPHET JOSEPH ACCOMPLISHED. 

Before the Prophet was twenty-five years of age he had : 

1. Seen the Father and the Son. 

2. Had held eight conversations with the Prophet Moroni. 

3. Had received the Aaron ic Priesthood from John the Baptist, and the 

4. Melchisedec Priesthood from Apostles Peter, James and John. 

5. Translated the Book of Mormon by the power of God, and had it printed 
and circulated among the people of the nation. 

6. Had organized a Church of Christ, by instructions from heaven. 

7. Had received a number of revelations from God 

8. And within fourteen years afti3rwards had seen 

9. Elijah, who committed to him the keys of turning the hearts of the chil- 
dren to the fathers. 

10. Received a visit from Moses, who committed unto him the keys of the 
gathering. 

11. Had communication with Elias, who committ>?d to him the dispensation 
of the Gospel of Abraham. 

12. Had built two temples, one at Kirtland and one at Nauvoo. In the 
former he received personal ministrations from Jesus. The latter was not com* 
pleted before he was murdered. 

13. He received nearly two hundred revelations from God. 

14. He completed an entire revision of the Old and New Testaments. 

15. He translated the Book of Abraham from rolls of papyrus, written by 
Abraham himself, while he was in Egypt, which came from the Catacombs of 
Eg>'pt. 

16. Had had revealed to him th.? visions and writings of Moses, as contained 
in the Pearl of Great Price, and which contain a minute account of the rebel llou 
in heaven and of the creation. 

an illiterate boy when he first received heavenly ministrations. 

17. He had mastered the Greek and Hebrew and other languages, although 
an illiterate bov when he first received heavenly ministrations. 
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JOSEPH SMITH AS A SCIENTIST. 

BY DB. J. A. WIDTSOE. 

The Latter-day Saints claim for Joseph Smith that he spoke face to face with 
God. The system of theology introduced by Joseph Smith claims that all moral 
truth, whether of a moral, intellectual or physical nature, is embraced by it ; chat 
correct physical living is just as important as correct spiritual living, and that the 
truth of physical science is not essentially different from the truths of the so-called 
theolog>'. If God spoke to Joseph Smith, there can be no reason why we should not 
find references in the written revelations to Joseph Smith, to any part of human 
knowledge. God, the organizer of all things, is certainly equal in knowledge to the 
best of His creatures. 

Joseph Smith was a poor boy of humble extraction, living in the back-woods 
of New York, who received the most meagre education and was unlearned in 
worldly wisdom. It, therefore, would be no reflection on the greatness of the work 
done by the Prophet if in his works he found no reference to the philosophies of 
man that are usually taught in quiet academic halls. On the other hand, if reason- 
able statements of theory and fact, developed by man, are found in the Prophet's 
published works, it forms an additional testimony to the truthfulness of the work 
that he inaugurated. 

It will come perhaps as a surprise to many, that Joseph Smith, the Mormon 
prophet, had anything to do with modern science. It is true that he was not a 
scientist in the sense that he studied books on science, or that he performed scien- 
tific experiments ; but in his works lie clear statements of nearly all the funJ.t- 
mental laws that form the foundation stones of modern science. Joseph Smith 
taught that the elements are eternal ; that matter was never created and can never 
be destroyed. The law, known as the law of conservation of matter, is the very 
foundation stone of modem science. To my knowledge no other Prophet has 
based his system of theology on so secure a foundation. The second fundamental 
law of science is that the energy in nature has never been created and can not be 
ilestroyed. It can only be changed. For instance, light, heat, electricity and me- 
chanical motion are all various forms of energy. Heat may be changed into light 
or electricity or some other form, but it can not by any means be destroyed. This 
law is known as the law of the conservation of force. Joseph Smith in his philo**- 
ophy of the universe, taught a doctrine precisely the same. He taught that a f*>rni 
of energy, known as intelligence, permeates the ^universe; that the universal intel- 
ligence had no beginning, and can have no end, and that all of the forces of naturi* 
are simply various manifestations of the great force of intelligence. Of coui*«e, 
Joseph Smith speaks of intelligence as the great force of the universe, while 
scientists speak of light, electricity and gravitation, and do not pretend to eay 
which is the original force. When two names apply to the same thing, the differ- 
ence does not aflPect our ideas concerning any matter. The second fundamental 
principle of Mormon philosophy is certainly identical with the second great prin- 
ciple of scientific philosophy. 

Science claims that the forces of nature are made manifest by a universal sub- 
stance of very refined .nature known as the ether. Certain vibrations of the ether 
we interpret as light; others as heat, and still others as gravitation. The universal 
ether is everywhere present, even among the ultimate particles of matter. This may 
be classed as the third great conception of science. Joseph Smith taught a doctrin-i 
precisely similar to this. He claimed that all space and all things in it are filled 
with refined medium which he called the Holy Spirit (something very distinct "!rom 
the Holy Ghost, the third member of the Godhead), and he taught that the various 
natural forces are nothing more than various manifestations of intelligence in this 
universal Holy Spirit. 

The doctrine of the conservation of matter was beginning to be understood 
among learned men at the time that Joseph Smith stated the corresponding l.qw 
in the Mormon theology. However, it was not until ten years or more after 
Joseph Smith's enunciation of the principle of the conservation of force that 
science discovered the same principle. Similarly the doctrine of the universal ether 
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was not firmly rooted among scientists, until many years after Joseph Smith cte- 
clai«d the law a foundation stone in his system of theology. How was the Proph'^t 
able of his own powers to anticipate worldly science in the statement of such fuud- 
amental laws? God revealed it to him and Joseph wrote it for generations to 
come. 

In science the great law that binds together the phenomena of living things is 
the law of evolution. This law teaches that all things are advancing and that pro- 
gression is a law of nature. More than twenty years before the enunciation of the 
law of evolution, Joseph Smith stated an almost identical law. It was a wcil 
established doctrine in Mormon theology that all things are advancing; that every 
man who lives properly shall advance in power and knowledge until he may become 
even as God is now. It is further true that the law of evolution as taught by 
Joseph, the Prophet, is clearer and further from error than the corresponding Uw 
taught by scientific men. Is it not marvelous that the unlearned boy Joseph 
Smith should also anticipate the world in this fundamental law? 

Joseph Smith taught early in the thirties of the last century a new system of 
astronomy. All heavenly bodies are in motion ; a certain number of them con- 
stitute a system, each of which revolves about a sun ; and further, that these sys- 
tems, with their suns, in turn revolve about still greater suns. This* is continued 
far into space. Anyone who will read a modem work on astronomy will find thai 
precisely these ideas lie at the foundation of astronomy as developed by modern 
scieutists. Moreover, a brief study of the history of astronomy will convince any 
one that these ideas had not been suggested at the time that Joseph Smith taui^ht 
his new system of astronomy. Again, the marvel is, where did the Prophet get iiis 
information if not from God Himself? 

In several minor matters, Joseph Smith revealed extraordinary knowledge of 
minor scientific facts. For example, in the revelation known as the Word of Wis- 
dom, he emphasized the injury that comes from the drinking of hot drinks such as 
tea and coffee and explains the uses of tobacco, alcohol and meat. He •also classi- 
fies the grains and indicates which one is best adapted for various animals. It Is 
strikingly noteworthy that many scientific facts given in the Word of Wisdom 
were not generally known to the world at the time the Prophet spoke. Again and 
again comes the question : How did the unlearned boy prophet see the visions of 
nature's truths that have come to patient seekers only after decades of persisteiit 
work? 

The limits of this article forbid a more extended discussion of the wonderful 
manner in which the theories of Mormonism and scientific philosophy agree. Wo 
can safely assert that the philosophy of Mormonism is founded on rational sci- 
entific laws. The world is invited to examine our published books to verify this 
claim. It is especially remarkable that in the statement of many of these laws 
Joseph Smith anticipated by many years the statement of corresponding doctrinos 
by the world of science. Every Latter-day Saint should find joy in knowing that 
his religion rests upon rational, world-governing laws. 

A truth in science must be a truth in theology, also ; a truth is a truth forever, 
whettier taught by prophet, priest or scientific preacher. 

Mormonism is philosophical ; and it bears much and long study. We believe 
in progressive revelation. Some of the coming revelations will no doubt result 
from the closer consideration that we shall give to the words already revealed by 
Qod through Joseph Smith. It should be the aim and de'sire and the great pleas- 
ure of every student of the University to give some time every »day to the study of 
the Gospel, so that its full beauty may be apparent and make life happier because 
of the glory it has awakened. 



JOSEPH SMITH'S FIRST VISION. 

No incident in the truly remarkable life of Joseph, the Prophet, was of 
more consequence to himself, or to the entire human race, than the vision, l>y 
which the great and marvelous work he was called upon to perform, commencol. 
When granted this great revelation he was only about fifteen years of a??e. It 
was a beautiful morning in the early spring of the year 1820, that he was ioJ 
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into the depths of a wood near his home, and to a little glade, where he wa* 
prompted to pour out his soul in prayer to the Almighty for wisdom. After nn 
intense struggle with the powers of darkness, he beheld a heavenly light, and two 
divine personages, that filled him with awe, and yet with unspeakable joy. AnJ 
then he was told, in answer to his trembling question, that the existing churches 
were all built upon false creeds. He was warned not to join them, for "they 
teadi for doctrine the commandments of men, having a form of godliness, but 
they deny the power thereof." This was indeed a revelation. It forms the 
beginning of a new dispensaticm. With it the claims of the Prophet Joseph to 
the exalted position of a divinely commissioned messenger to mankind, must 
stand, or fall. 

Some of the opponents of the Prophet have taken offense at the declaration 
quoted above, but without just cause. It does not say, that all truth, all right- 
eousness, all light had been taken away from the world; it does not say that nil 
men then living were wicked, or destined for eternal damnation. It does say, 
that the ecclesiastical form of government known as the Church of God, had been 
abolished, and that no church claiming that name had the original, divinely ap- 
pointed organization, or the divine laws in their purity. In other words, che 
message declared that the general apostasy predicted by the Apostle Paul, ana 
others, had actually taken place, and that the world was religiously, and other- 
wise, suffering under the conditions originating in that apostasy. It was a 
confirmation of the ancient predictions of the servants of the Lord, and there- 
fore a testimony to the infallible truth of the word of God. 

Is it historically true that such an apostasy had taken place? No one ac- 
quainted with the ecclesiastical history of the early centuries of our era, can 
doubt that . That apostasy commenced already in the days of the first apostles. 
Paul warned the Elders of Ephesus, that from "among themselves men woul! 
arise speaking perverse things to draw disciples after them." John asserts that 
many antichrists had already gone out into the world. The seven churches of 
Asia Minor are therefore exhibited to us as beacons, and not as patterns. Ephe- 
sus was threatened with the removal of the candlestick *, and the Laodiceans were 
neither cold nor hot, and therefore in danger of rejection. In fact, the churchc'? 
were, during the first three hundred years, hastening to that state of moral fnd 
doctrinal corruption which finally brought the Mohammedans upon them, to 
sweep over there as a destructive cyclone. The apostolic warnings were but littl*^ 
heeded. Clement of Alexandria, in the early part of the third century, gives 
a fearful picture of the conditions observed by him. If his sketch is true to 
life, the manners of the so-called Christians in his day had indeed departed far 
from the ideal. He says: **I know not how it is, but they change their forms 
and manners with the place like the polypus, which is said to resemble the rocks 
to which it is attached. For after they come out of the congregation, they become 
like those with whom they converse, or rather they are convicted, by laying asid**- 
a hypocritical appearance of reverence, of being what they were not known ro- 
be ; and having reverenced the discourse concerning God, they left it within (doors), 
but without they are maddened by atheistic love sons^s. and they who before 
were rhyming immortality, bade farewell to it, saying, 'let us eat and drink, for 
tomorrow we die.* '* 

Cyprian is another witness to the corruption of his age, which produced 
such number of apostates in the hour of persecution, that the church was more 
trouWed to know what to do with them than with the heathen antagonists. 

The nature of* the tendencies that led to the general apostasy of the early 
church, may be learned from the Epistle of Paul to the Colossians. It is clear 
from that valuable letter, that the philosophers of that time taught tb:it 
matter itself was evil, and that, consequently, there could be no direct commu- 
nication between what is composed of matter and the Infinite One. To th«»m 
the question became important, how to cleanse matter of all that is evil, and 
so to establish communication with God. Two answers suggested themselves to 
this vital question. One was, to "mortify the flesh" by the most rigid asceticisri 
possible. A great many followed this line of conduct. Others recommended the 
most unbridled licentiousness as the surest means of overcoming all evil ten- 
dencies, and they, consequently, went to almost any length of sin and wicked - 
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ness. To these two tendencies, originating in the same erroneous view of tn^ 
relationship between God and the visible world, it is easy to trace many, boih 
doctrinal and moral errors of the early centuries. 

But this is not all. Representatives of the church of the first part of the 
fourth century officially revolted from the divine Head of the church, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, surrendering their authority to a pagan emperor. Let us case a 
glance at the pages of history of that period. When the Emperor Ck>nstantin<j 
had succeeeded in establishing himself on the throne, through wars, treachery, 
murder, and similar means, it occurred to him that he could best continue 'n 
power by making the Christians of the empire his friends. But he found them 
quarreling with one another, and indulging in perpetual squabbles about doctrines. 
This puzzled him, and annoyed him, for he had no use for a divided church. In 
the Roman empire the most different religions lived peaceably together, but here 
was one which could not live in peace with itself. So he convened the first great 
council of Christians to settle their controversies and bring about unity. Thin 
was in the year 325. This was, as one ecclesiastical historian remarks, the firnt 
time the Christian church and the Roman state met each other face to face. 
When the emperor stood there among the three hundred and eighteeen bishops, 
he felt disgusted "at these coarse and cringing creatures, who one moment scram- 
beld sportily around him to snatch at a bit of his munificence, and the next 
flew madly into each other's faces for some incomprehensible mystery." But he 
saw that on the sentiment animating these men, the throne could be rested more 
safely than on court intrigues. At this council, and by the official acts of the 
delegates to it, the power vested in the holy Priesthood to declare truth and 
rebuke error was virtually given to a pagan empero^, who himself paid all thn 
expenses of the meeting and undertook to execute its decrees. After this sur- 
render of a sacred trust, the completion of the great apostasy was but a question 
of time. It followed, as naturally as the ripe fruit follows the planting of seeds. 

And this is the great truth declared in the first, glorious vision of the Prophet 
Joseph. It was necessary for the world to know the extent of the apostasy from 
God's established form of spiritual government before the Church — His Church — 
could be re-established. It was therefore declared under circumstances moi-e 
impressive, even, than those under which the Law was written upon the Mount, 
as a preliminary to the restoration of the Gospel, by which, finally, the humnn 
family will be redeemed. — Deseret News. 



REVIEW. 



ALABAMA — The Elders are in the Southern part of the Conference visiting 
Saints and canvassing. Many meetings are being held. The people in this port 
are generally quite friendly and reasonable, but even here much prejudice an ill 
have to be overcome before they will be able to see the beauties of the restoretl 
Gospel. The old time prejudice is nearly a thing of the past in certain localities, 
where the Saints show by their sincerity and righteous living that the unpop- 
ular religion they have embraced is, to them, a perfect plan of salvation. On 
December 9 and 10 Pres. Jesse F. Bean, Elders L. E. Harris, T. E. Rose an.l 
R. S. Porter met with the Saints of Choctaw county, at Lusk, end held a very 
successful branch conference. The Mt. Vernon Branch was organized with Bro. 
L. T. Crawford as presiding elder. The Sunday school of the same name meets 
every Sunday, and all seem to be much interested in the work. On the 10th 
Elder L. E. Harris administered the ordinance of baptism to one applicant. 
Although the water was nearly freezing cold, the yoimg lady went into it like a 
heroine, knowing it was essential to her salvation. The members are erecting 
a church building, where Sunday school and meetings will be held in the future 
under more favorable circumstances. After conference Elders Bean and Harris 
started for the station to take the train to Mobile. The, nearest point bappenei 
to be across the line in Mississippi, and more than one day's walk from Lusk. 
They put up many hard talks for eotertainment, but the good Christians (?) 
of the neighborhood seemed to have forgotten the admonition of Paul to "Bo 
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not forgetful to entertain strangers," etc. Anyhow, their report showed thar 
they had shared the hospitality of Mrs. Sippd Woods, Openair, Wayne Co., Miss. 
They say it would have been pleasanter if it had not rained nearly all nigfaU 
Moral — Hereafter Alabama Elders will do well to stay in their own conference. 
Elders T. F. Brown and Geo. W. Chapman finished canvassing the city of Selma. 
Some good friends were made, but the people as a rule are indifferent and ba^'c 
no relish for the sound doctrine presented by the Elders. All Elders have enjoyt^l 
good health during the month. Conference headquarters is established at No. 100 
St. Francis street, Mobile, Ala. 

East Tennessee — On November 25 Elders Leonard P. Allen and Ivan I. Bal- 
lard were appointed to labor in the East Tennessee Conference. Elder W. A. 
Walker reports the work in Hawkins Co. as being in a very good condition. Tiie 
Elders there are making many friends. On November 27 Elders Broadbenc, 
Ball and Allen went to Rhea county, where they were met by Elder Walker N«)- 
vember 29. On Dec. 1 Eiders Walker and Ballard went to Bledsoe Co.. to labor 
this wiDter, while Elders Broadbent and Allen went to Van Buren, where goo^i 
work can be done by an energetic pair of Elders. December. 4 Elder Johnson 
reported the people of DeKalb Co. being very much interested. He and Elder 
Maynard are doing a good work in holding meetings. On the 8th Elders Ball and 
Fillmore entered White Co., where they will visit Saints and friends and then 
go to Van Bupen for their winter work. On account of Elder Pulley's having 
the chills and fever, he and his companion, Elder Whiting, have not been able ci> 
do the work which they would like to do. Elders Miller and Etherington, in writ- 
ing December 15, say : "We have had excellent success while visiting Saints anJ 
friends. The people show a greater interest toward obeying the .principles of tho 
Gospel than in times past." The Saints and friends from nearly every part of 
the conference are asking for the Elders to revisit them. More calls are made 
than the number of Elders we now have can fill. The Elders are endeavoring 
to revisit all Saints and friends of the conference, teaching them their duties a.« 
Latter-day Saints, encouraging them to pay their tithes and offerings, keep *.be 
Word of Wisdom, and live nearer the commandments of God. If there are any 
Saints who are not visited it will be because they have moved their place of resi- 
dence without notifying the conference president, or because they have moved 
into the confepeoce without bringing their membership certificates with them. 
The last two weeks the weather has been very disagreeable. The Elders have not 
been able to do as much as they should like, but have done the best they couU 
under the circumstances. Elder Royal has had another attack of blood poison 
in his foot, but is now much better. Elder Chester C. Pulley was released De- 
cember 20 to return home to his loved ones. We very much regret to lose him, for 
we have learned to love him. 

Florida — On the evening of November 21 the Elders had a social at Jack- 
sonville at the home of Mrs. Sellers, preparatory to departing from Conference 
to their work in their counties. The evening was spent in music. A number of 
the Saints and friends were present. The following day a priesthood meeting was 
held and the Elders were given further instructions regarding their woric. On 
November 26 a baptism was held at the St. Johns river, but at too late an hour 
to hold a public meeting. President Ferrin officiated. Abel Roberts and Foster 
Hill were baptised. The day following Elder E. B. Mecham left for his home in 
Oakley, Idaho. On November 28 another baptism was performed in the St. Jones 
river, Pres. Ferrin officiating, when Ellis Whittamore wa« added to the church. 
After bidding the Saints and friends good-bye, Pres. Ferrin left for his home in 
Pima, Ariz. On December 7 Elder D. R. McLaws left for his home in Oakley, 
Idaho. On December 9 Elders Burton and Peterson went to Sanderson and heid 
four meetings with the Saints there, returning on the 11th. On December 12 
Elder J. B. Broderick arrived from Kissimmee, preparatory to his departure for 
home. He left on the 14th, after bidding his many friends good-bye. Elder Jas. 
Phillips left the same day for Kissimmee, there to travel with Elder Stokes «n 
place of Elder Broderick. On December 17 Pres. Heaton and Elder Peterson 
left to visit the Saints in Suwanee, Brooks and Thomas Cos., on the subject cf 
tithing. All of the Elders are well, though Elder Phillips is still bothered with 
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rheamatism. The reports show up well, considering the bad weather and th.> 
further fact that many of the Elders are devoting much of their time in teachir.;^ 
tithing to the Saints. Our Conference address is Box 793, Jacksonville, Fia. 

Georgia — ^The Georgia semi-annual Conference convened December 3J and 
4th in Woodlawn Hall, Augusta. Four rousing public meetings were held, three 
of which Pres. Rich attended. Success crowned each meeting. After two days 
of Conference the Elders were assigned to their various fields of labor, from 
where all report good health and success. Throughout the Conference the work 
is progressing, espedally in the large cities of Atlanta, Macon and Augusta^ 
where the work is encouraging. The Elders of the two latter places are contem- 
plating the purchase of building spots, as there are Saints enough in each plae.> 
to justify a church house being built. We are thankful to receive four new 
Elders this last mouth— Elders C. E. Walker, C. W. Wasden, J. A. Berrett and 
Jos. H. Walton. We still have more work than workers. Conference head- 
quarters is established at 1463 Estee street, Augusta, Ga. 

Kbntuckt — On November 21 word was received from Pres. Rich requesting 
the Saints of the Conference be visited in the interest of tithing. Pres. Crockett 
immediately appointed eight good energetic Elders to perform the labor. Under 
very trying circumstances they started to work with a zeal that proved them to 
be true sons of God. The result so far has been very successful. Many of llie 
Saints who never had understood the principle now rejoice in having a knowledge 
of the truthfulness of it, and are ready and willing to pay their tithes and offer- 
ings in the future. The month of December opened with much snow and rain 
throughout the Conference, which hindered tlie woik to a great extent. At present 
the Elders possess good health and all seem to be enjoying their work. We can 
truly say, as did the Prophet, "The harvest is great, but the laborers are few." 
There is more work in the Conference that ought to be done than our little band 
of Elders can accomplish. We still raise the cry, "More Elders wanted." Our 
Conference address is Owingsville, Ky. 

Middle Tennessee — The great blessing of health has been enjoyed by lue 
Elders more this month than for some time. We now have* seventeen soldiers, 
who are not afraid to pick up the cross and follow Jesus. Our greatest desires 
are to teach the children of men what God has revealed in this «ge of the world, 
and what his Holy Prophets have said He would reveal to His children prior to 
His second coming. There has been several changes made on account of three 
arrivals, and also because of our desire to work the western part of our Confer- 
ence during cold weather. Elder J. G. Shields and J. W. Gillman have been 
assigned to labor in Memphis. J. F. Brown and S. W. Bills to Jackson. Elder 
A. W. Bonham, who arrived from Hooper, Utah, was assigned to labor in Nash- 
ville with Elders J. W. Grant and J. B. Woodward. Elders W. N. Patten, of 
Moore, Idaho, and J. W. Hansen, Payson, Utah, joined us on the 13th, and were 
sent to Lawrence Co. to meet their companions. Elders Jackson and Hansen 
then went to Gibson Co., and Elders Walton and Patten to Carrol Co. Elders 
Roberts and Bagley are visiting Saints in Cannon and Rutherford Cos. at present 
in the interest of 'tithing. Elders J. W. Jackson and G. W. Miller are on their 
way to Madison Co. visiting some of the Saints in the interest of tithing. Elders 
O. P. Callister and D. E. Michaelson are en route to Chester Co. for the same 
purpose. Our work has been retarded on account of rain and Christmas. Elder 
J. H. Walton was transferred from our Conference to Georgia on the 16cb. 
We all join in wishing our Mission brethren a Happy New Year. 

Mississippi — On November 25 the reports showed a gratifying increase ?n 
books sold, meetings held and tracts distributed. Elder' Cheney was not able to 
do much work on account of sickness. Elder Gurley was assigned to labor with 
Elder Anderson on the Millville meeting house. Elder Wignall was assigned 
to labor with Elder Powell in Winston Co. On December 2 Elder Hatch w>u; 
sick at Hatchie. Elder Cheney went to Millville to assist Elder Anderson on tiie 
meeting house. Elder Kennington took Elder Gurley to canvass in Rankin Co. 
The Millville meeting house will be ready for Conference- in January. LocaJ Elder 
J. P. Sanders informed Pres. Buchanan that himself and three other families 
were going to leave for Kelsey, Texas, on December 16, and asked that some 
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£iIdors be sent to visit them before leaving. December 13 Sister B. K. Oden left 
for Salt Lake City. On the same day Pres. Buchanan and Elder Tidwcll lefl 
Meridian for Quitman to visit with the Saints before they left for Texas. On 
December -10 eight grown folks and ten children left Quitman for Kelsey, Texas. 
The rainfall has been very heavy here, and has hindered the work, but the Elders 
are busy and trying to do their duty. On Sunday, December 10 Elder D. A. 
Tidwell and Pres. Buchanan had the pleasure of leading three honest souls into 
the waters of baptism. The day was cloudy and cold, but the candidates wero 
not afraid, so in the afternoon the Saints and friends, with a goodly number of 
investigators, met on the water's edge, where we held services and had the pleas- 
ure of explaining the first principles of the Gospel to some who had never hea'*d 
an authorized servant of God preach. The water was very cold, but a friend 
nearby made ready a good fire and soon all were comfortable again. On the fol- 
lowing evening we met with Saints and friends at Bro. Hom*s, where we con- 
firmed the new members and partook of the Sacrament. None of the new meni- 
bers took cold, and are glad they have been baptized. We appreciate the Journal 
for the good it is doing, and wish it and all connected with it a Merry Christma.s 
and a successful and Happy New Year. 

Ohio — The most important incident of the first part of the month was th^t 
of the semi-annual conference of the Ohio Elders and Saints, held in Abie's 
Hall, November 2G, 1905. Two public meetings were held, with en attendance of 
fourteen Elders, besides Saints and visitors. The opening service was called t*3 
order by Conference President C. S. Jones, who extended to all a hearty i^-el- 
come. Elders H. R. Harrison, C. K. Conrad and P. C. Winter, the speakers »u 
the first meeting, spoke upon the apostacy from and restoration of the Gospel. 
The wrapt attention given them by the audience proved their great interest and 
very favorable comments were givtm the speakers after meeting. Elder J. M. 
Cummings sang very beautifully a solo, entitled, "Redemption." Pres. Ben. E. 
Rich was not privile^fed to attend the first meeting, his absence being due to poo? 
railway connections. The congregation of the evening was increase<l somewnnt 
by the presence of mora friends and investigators, and also some curiously in- 
clined. Short but spirited addresses were delivered by Elders R. L. Baxter and 
Geo. W. Miller, *A trio was rendered by Elders Cummings, Harrison and Winter. 
Following this Pres. Rich occupied the greater part of the remaining time l»y 
asking and answering the question. What is Mormonism? His language was 
fluent and a great flow of the spirit of the Lord accompanied him. Among other 
things lie produced sufficient evidence to prove that the setting up of the church 
was in direct fulfillment of revelation, and said, "These Elders," pointing to the 
EldoTs on the front row, "are called by revelation to carry the Gospel to ih.? 
civilized world, and to administer in the ordinances of the Gospel." Then, with 
emphasis, he declared that the gifts and blessings and miracles characteristic of 
the New Testament times, were tenets of Christ's church at present. All were 
deeply impressed and freely expressed themselves to that effect. Elder C. S. 
Jones spoke on the faithfulness of the Elders, of their chaste habits and bore 
testimony to the divini-ty of the Priesthood they hold, and expressed himself sat- 
isfied with the work beinsr done in Ohio. The good spirit that prevail »d mado 
all happy. On Monday morning an Elders' council meriting was held at the 
borne of Sister H. E. Harrison. Valuable counsel was given by Pres. Rich, and 
the Elders received their assignments. The night previous to Conference Elders 
Smith and Crossley went to Glencoe to conduct funeral services over the re- 
mains of Sister Simmons. The Elders are all well. Following is « summary of 
work done during the past seven months : Tracts distributed, 21,040 ; families 
Visited, 8,710; families revisited, 6,754: books sold, 1,556: books otherwise lis 
tributed, 678: meetings held, 716: baptisms, 37. Our Conference address is Box 
126, Columbus, Ohio. 

SotJTH Carolina — At the beginning of this month's history, Pres. R. Ray 
Nixon and Elder M. C. Smitli were calM by telephone to the bedside of Sister 
Rlvina Honver, who was in a dying condition, and who had been given up by 
four physicians. When the elders reached her bedside they administered to her 
Rnd immediately the- death pallor left her cheeks, and she began to revive. Js^hc 
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became like herself again, and the third day, after being administered to, she 
sat up for upwards of half an hour. Elders Joshua Finlinson and James L. 
Oman had the pleasure (?) of hiding in the woods, while an armed mob fol- 
lowed them up and passed on in pursuit of them. They searched until about 
midnight, and then returned, passing within a short distance of the brethrcu, 
which gave the Elders the signal that the chase was given up and that it was 
time for them to go on unmolested, having been cared for by the Lord. Our Con- 
ference at Camden was quite successful, considering the short notice we gave 
the Saints. Three successful public meetings were held on Sunday, besides one 
Priesthood meeting on Sunday and two on Monday, where quite a feast of the 
Spirit of the Lord was manifest, and a good time was had. AH the Elders ex- 
pressed themselves as feeling well in the work and ready and willing to go in 
to the lower counties. They reported their past fields of labor as very favorable 
tor the work of the Lord, especially in the counties of Oconee, Chesterfield, Dar^ 
lington and Marlboro. Union has been canvassed, excepting the cities. Union 
City is a very favorable place. Cherokee is quite favorable, but has been very 
bitter. Spartenburg Co. was worked some years ago, but is very favorable. York 
Co. was reported very bitter and cruel to the Elders. Greenwood has been worked 
this year und is found quite prejudiced. Edgefield Co. has also been worked 
this year and is very friendly. A good work can be done in the city of Green- 
ville. In Kershaw there is a bitter section, but most of it can be worked. The 
city of Camden has been worked, and eight souls have been baptised in Lee Co. 
A good work can be done especially in the city of Bishopsville. Sumpter \*y, 
has been worked quite thoroughly, but a good work can be done in the city of 
Sumpter. Oconee and Pickens are good fields of labor, and a good work has 
been done there. The people are generally friendly. These counties have not 
lieen worked for several years. Laurens Co. has been worked thoroughly this 
year. There are some friendly ones there, but most are prejudiced. Clinton 
and Laurens are favorable for work, while Darlington has been entirely 
canvassed excepting the city of Heartsville. A good work has been done in 
Chesterfield. Pres. R. Ray Nixon, Elders Emerson Bradley, Jens C. Ander- 
son, James L. Oman and J. E. Adams, held Branch Conference at Ridgewaj, 
Fairfieid Co., and three successful meetings were held and a good time had. 
Our baptisms this month have been performed by Elder Joseph Neilson and 

A. W. Archibald, five, and Pres. R. Riy Nixon, one. We have just concluded 
our General Conferenc(> and all the Elders were represented with the exception 
of Special Elder Robert G. Booth. He could not come on account of haviujr 
been vaccinated. All the Elders felt well and full of the spirit of their calling. 
They wer^? rearranged as to companions and separated into the lower counties 
to spend the winter months. They all reported a good work to be done in the 
upper counties, all of which are friendly with a few exceptions. Our Conference 
was very successful, considering the short notice the people had as to where it was 
going to be held. We are now on our way to Ridgeway, where we will hold a 
Branch Conference, with five Elders in attendance. 

VinoiNiA — The general health of the Elders is very good, and they are on 
their way East, visiting among the Saints, preaching tithing, instructing the 
Saints in their duties, and encouraging them to take the Journat., for we know 
it is one of the greatest factors for good we have. Elders H. J. Clark and T. A. 
Story held a series of meetings in Craig Co.. as they were passins: through. Elder 
Clark caught a severe cold, which terminated in tonsil itis. Elder Story went, 
ahead with the meetings, filling the appointments to the satisfaction and edifi- 
cation of all present. Elder Clark has recovered and is at the helm again. Elder 
T. T. Mendenhall. J. I. Bowers, H. E. Owens, J. I. Reid. R. J. Strong. B. E. 
Stone. D. E. Bishop and R. A. Dahlquist met at Huron, Roanoke Co., to hoM 
a Branch Conference, December 9 and 10. On the 9th it rained all day and 
was very disagreeable, but the 10th was a fine day, and two very interesting 
metings were held in the Latter-day Saints' Church, where the Saints and friends 
assembled, being much edified and instructed. The following week. December 
IB and 17, Elders H. E Owens, J. I. Reid, R. J. Strong, H. J. Clark. T. A. Story, 

B. E. Stone, Benj. Larsen and H. W. Olsen met at Montvale. Bedford Co., and 
hf»Id a Conference with the Saints. Although it snowed and was very cold, Ihey 
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had an interesting time, and much good was accomplished. Elders L. R. Baker, 
F. P. Whitney and Pres. C. F. Weight have been holding meetings in Richmond 
and at Forest Hill, amon^ the Saints and friends, inviting all to come and hear 
the everlasting plan of salvation preached. Not many attended, as the peopL> 
of Richmond are not much interested in the Gospel. The Saints were glad of 
the privilege of meeting together to worship the Lord *'in spirit and in truth." 
Sister Aramintha Rosa Goodman, Hanover Co., died in Philadelphia, Pa., De- 
cember 9, 1905. The Elders of Philadelphia Conference held the funeral services 
there, then the body was shipped for burial to the home of her parents at Ban- 
danna, Va., where a large congregation met and listened with interest to the able 
remarks of Elders L. R. Baker and J. H. Gibbs. Much good was accomplisbel 
and many friends made. The little son of Bro. J. W. Harris, of Jackson, Louisa 
Co., has been suffering with paralysis. The Elders administered to him and he 
is improving. We desire the Saints to exercise their faith in his behalf. 



NOTES OF THE FIELD. 



Elder A. Milton Musser, of Salt Lake City, Utah, a well-known and talentf»d 
author and lecturer, writes, "For the endofrnd fifty cents please send me Tn»: 
Eldees* Journal for 190C. I esteem it greatly, and heartily wish you success in 
all your labors for the betterment of mankind. My son Joseph labored in rhi^ 
South for several years, under the presidency of Elder Elias S. Kimball. Let m** 
whisper an open secret : My eons and I have put in over thirty-tl^ree years •. f 
missionary work. We have preached the gospel in Asia, Africa, Europe, and in 
twenty States of the Union and on six isflands of the Pacific ocean, and we aro 
consummating arrangements to keep the equivalent of at least one of my descen 1- 
ants in the vineyard and another working in the Temple, till the Second Advent of 
our Savior. Each of my childreoi is putting into a family fund a monthly sum fo^ 
the consummation of these purposes. What do you think of these aims? Do 
you approve them? [We do, indeed, most heartily. — Ed.] I will add that from 
Octoh&r, 1852, to October, 1857 — five years — I circumscribed the earth in tho 
capacity of a "Mormon" missionary, absolutely without purse or scrip. I ^ook 
no funds with me, nor did I receive a cent from home during my absence. Abouc 
three years of my time I si)ent in Hindoostan. Food, clothing, shelter and trans- 
portation were all asasonably furnished me by the Father. I do not refer to chcse 
grand providences boastingly, but present them as object lessons and for the en- 
couragement of the elders. *Praise God from whom all blessings flow.' " 



Writing from Mt. Airy, N. C, December 17, Elder J. M. Hiatt says: "The 
words of the Savior have again been fulfilled, *They shall put you out of the 
synagogue,' (John 16:2), as witness the following: "The Mt. Airy branch of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Siints was organized on August 21, 
1904. We have held meetings regularly ever since. Some time ago, about August 
1, we obtained permission of the public school committee to use the school hoivse 
in which to hold meetings and Sabbath school. All went weH until Dec. 3, 1905, 
when the door was locked against us by the teacher, who told us that the com- 
mittee told her to lo<* us out. The committee say they never told her any ^ucli 
thing. We have not been able to get them to assign any reason for so doing. 
Of course such things only strengthen our testimonies. We continue to hold our 
meetings and Sunday school at private houses. Little Elzo Fulk, son of Brother 
W. O. and Sister Gary J. Fulk, died on Dec. 5, 1905, of indigestion. The funeral 
service was held by Brother J. M. Shelton in the Holly Springs Baptist church, 
December 7." 



Sister E. B. Rucker, of James River, Va-, in remitting her tithing, says, "I 
send in my mite, but am really ashamed to send so little. I don't get much money, 
but I pay an honest tithing on what I do get, and can conscientiously say, f 
pay more than one-tenth. We have plenty around us, but cannot turn it into 
money. O, how I wish I was in Zion, where I could send in my tithing to the 
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storehouse of the Lord. I know I have been greatly blessed by paying my tithing, 
but they have not always been of a temporal nature. I have always tried to obey 
every law and commandment of the gospel and my testimony grows brighter day 
by day. I have just finished reading the description of the Salt Lake Temple, as 
published in the Journax. O, how grand it must be! It makes me long to g«> 
and see it. I want to go and do a work for my dead, if I am worthy of enterin;; 
that sacred place. May God bless the Southern States Mission and prosper the 
dear little Joubnal. I hope the elders keep well during this cold weather, aniT 
pray that they might not suffer from cold or hunger." 



President Christian D. Fjeldsted, of the First Council of Sevonties, died on 
December 23. An operation was performed about five weeks ago »n the hope of 
saving his life but he was not strong enough to recover, and has gradually been 
sinking towards the end. President Fjeldsted was a native of Denmark, and his 
residence was at Logan, Utah. He was bom February 20, 1829, and came to Utah 
in 1858, after joining the Church in his native land, and laboring thore as a mis- 
sionary for four years. In 1867 he went back to Denmark and filled another mis- 
sion among his own people. He was set apart as one of the First Seven Presidents 
of Seventies April 28, 1884, and has held the position continuously since then. 
He recently returned from the Scandinavian mission, where for over two years 
If* had been its active president. He is well known among church workers, and 
his death will be widely regretted. 



Sister Martha A. Blake, of Battletown, Ky.. writes an account of having 
been remarkably healed about a year ago through the administration of Eliers 
A. J. Aagard and Lyman James Ball. **I am now entin2ly well." she declares, 
"amd I know I was healed by the power of God." She sends in her tithing, and 
says: "It isn't much, I know, but hope to be able to pay more in the future. 
The Lord has blessed us by being obedient to His Commandments, and if we Cv>n- 
tinue to serve Him, I know He will shower down His blessings upon us. Both of 
our children sing they are 'Mormon' boys, and it is our constant prayer that we 
may never fail to teach them the way they should walk, so that when they be- 
come men they will honor their parents for teaching them the principles of 
eternal salvation. We know it is our duty to train them while they are young." 



One of our faithful sisters, a member of one of our Ohio branches, sends in 
her tithing and says, "I have enjoyed life sino? joining the church, but I hav 
met with much persecution. Many of my friends have left me entirely, and this 
I count as nothing. I have never had better health than sino? I became a Mor- 
mon, and have beem blessed in many ways. I want to live better and do better. 
I think so much of the Journal. It helps me in many ways and brightens my 
life. It is my only companion. My husbapd will not go with me to any place, 
and I am not allowed to even mention Mormonism in his presence. He forbidt? 
the elders to come to our house. So, I have a lonely life, and don't know whau 
I would do If It was not for the little Journal to cheer and comfort me." 



A remarkable case of healing is reported from the Virginia Conference. On 
November 25 Elders John H. Gibbs and W. Aird Macdonald were laboring m 
Jackson, Va,, when they were sent for to go and administer to the six-year-old son 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Harris, who was suffering terribly with neuralgia of t)ie 
stomach, being paralyzed on one side, and speechless. He had been sick in bed 
two weeks, and had been reoeiving the best medical attendance. Upon the occasiim 
referred to he went off as though dead. The Elders administered to him, and he 
opened his ej'es. The next morning he was able to move his body, and he is now 
almost well. 



Elders Ohancey Jenks and Royal M. Jeppson, writing from Lawshill, Miss., 
December 15, says: "On the 4th ult., while laboring in Tippah county, we re- 
ceived word from our President to work toward Michigan City, in Benton county. 
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Four days after, at Laird, we baptized one honest soul into the Church. A* 
Michigan City the Saints feel well, and in that vicinity we held a series of sev- 
enteen meetings, distributed literature to all who would accept it, and sold some 
books. When we left there, many were investigating and some were converted, 
and will be baptized as soon as warm weather comes." 



The following item published in the papers is self-explanatory : "Cheyenne 
and Pocatello railway postoffice Union Pacific railway train No. 2, scheduled to 
leave Pocatello, Idaho, December 6, at 2 :40 p. m., was wrecked near Wilkins sta- 
tion, Wyoming, about six miles of Granger, at 3 a.m. December 7. Of the entire 
mail, consisting of thirty-two pouches of letter mail and 324 sacks of paper mail, 
but twenty-four sacks of pai)er mail were saved from destruction, the balance being 
consumed by fire. The mail destroyed originated in the states of California 
Nevada, Washington, Idaho and Oregon." 



Elders Joshua Finlinson and James Oman, of South Carolina Conference, 
report that they wiere ordered to leave Whitmore, Newberry county, before sun- 
down, by a mob there. This they did not do, and shortly after dark they heard 
them coming, and they started to go and were followed by these law-abiding (?), 
citizens until midnight. The Elders wene left alone the remainder of the night, 
and were only hurt by having to stay out in the cold weather. They are aow 
feeling fine. Elder Oman dreamed of this the night before, just exactly as it 
liappened. 



"About a month ago," writes Bro. T. A. Martin, Jr., of Cherokee Falls. S. 
€., "I wrote to you to send some Elders to come and administer to my boy, who 
was afflicted with a very sore eye, and suffering great pain. The same day I sent 
the lettier I met Elder Bradley, and I told him what I wanted. He came to my 
home and administered to the lad, and today he is almost well. The reason £ 
have not written sooner is because I was waiting to see how he got along. My 
wife was sick at the time, and she was administered to, and is now all right." 



Elder I. R. Pieroe, who labored in the Georgia Conference, writes from bis 
home in Salem, Utah, these comforting words: "My labors in the South were of 
great pleasure, and I can see every day where they ha\9e been of inestimable ben- 
efit to me. My mission has instilled in me principles that I shall try to cultivaro, 
that I may be continually raising myself to a higher standing; for I malize that 
H I don*t make use of what t have learned, it will be a condemnation to me in- 
Btead of a blessing." 



Every Christmas time, since returning home from his mission to the South, 
Elder L. R. Anderson, now Mayor of Manti, Utah, has furnished the largest, 
plumpest and juciest turkey the Chattanooga market affords, for Christmas dinner 
at Mission Headquarters. This year was no exception to the rule, and the best 
wishes and blessings of the entire Office force go out to Brother Anderson for his 
kindness and remembrance. No one can appreciate so fully such an act as a mis- 
sionary. 



Elder Edward F. Turley, of Colon ia Juarez, Mexico, sending us some sub- 
scriptions on December 6, says: "We have had a young Noah's flood, and sev- 
eral thousands of dollars in property destroyed. More than two dozen buildings 
were swept away by th? flood, including Colonies Juarez, Diaz, Oaxaca and 
Morelos. I lost more than $2,000 in property and buildings. I find the Joubnal 
a worthy paper to subscribe for, and shall try and secure more subscribers." 



Sister Virginia E. Prescott, of Conoley, Fla., writes, "The time has come 
for me to stmd in my tithing, and I can say it is with great joy that I do so. How 
pleased I am to b^ able to see and understand the gospel like I do. There is 
nothing on earth to equal it. I see from the pages of the bright little JotJBNAL 
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that a grand work is being done b^ the elders and I love our little paper. I cheer- 
fully send my tithing, aod know I will be blessed for it." 



"We feel to rejoice when we pay our tithing," writes Sister M. J. Bradler^ 
of Lapine, Ala. "We know and realize that God blesses all who pay their tith- 
ing, for it is one of His commandments. 1 know lie has blessed us for so doin:JC, 
and that He will continue to do so if we only hold out faithful to the end. Wh.U 
a glorious messenger the little Journal is, and how happy we are to have it com> 
to our home." 



In sending her tithing. Sister Isabel Frizzell, of Morgantown, Ky., says, •'! 
have been a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints for six 
years, and it has always seemed to me that I was too poor to pay my tithing, but 
this year I felt it my duty to do so, and have given the Lord the money realized 
from the sale of my tenth chicken, tenth pound of butter, milk, etc. The Journal 
does me so much good, and is greatly appreciated." 



President J. M. Christensen, of the Scandinavian Mission, writing from Co^ 
penhagen, Denmark, November 29, writes : "I am very pleased to report that 
the work is progressing fairly well here. We do not have so much opposition as 
indifflsrence to contend with. The Elders all feel well in the work, and their 
health is good. The Journal is a welcome friend." 



Elder W. T. Moss, of Riverside, Utah, sends us the names of five new sub- 
scribers, and rejoices to know that he has been able to do this much for the mis- 
Kion in which he labored in the cause of his Master. He recounts the glorious 
times he spent in the field, and says they were the most profitable days of his 
life. Thanks, Brother Moss; come again. 



Reports received from the elders in all parts of the Mission show that a good 
work has been done by them among the saints in the interests of tithing. Wo 
desire to say to the saints that they have until the 15th of January in which to 
get their names on the records for 1905, and we hope they will not permit the 
opportunity to pass away unimproved. 



Elder William Moultrie, of Basin, Idaho, is still increasing his list of sub- 
scribers. He writes us: "I will do all I can for the advancement of the good 
work. I consider the Journal of much more value than the price of it. Lodjj 
may it visit the homes of the Latter-day Saints and the honest in heart." 



Brother I. T. Gotten, of Nellie, Ala., in sending in his tithing, says, "It 
always makes me feel to rejoice when I have done my duty honestly before, the 
Lord. It strengthens my faith and strengthens my testimony. The joy it bring* 
to the heart, far surpasses anything the world can produce." 



Sister M. E. Walker, of Susina, Ga., writes: "I would be so glad to see 
some Elders come this way. The dear little Journal comes every two weeks, 
and it is a power for good. I wish it could come every week. I don't care how 
I am employed, I stop work until I have read it through." 



Elders J<^n H. Gibbs and W. Aird Macdonald had the unique experience of 
leading out in a Methodist prayer meeting in Golansville, Va., on December 3« 
They went by invitation with. a family of Saints — Brother Carpenter and family. 
It is needless to say they will not be invited again. 



Elder Andrew A. Johnson, of Spanish Fork, Utah, writes, "The Eldkbs* 
JoxTBNAL Is a welcome visitor, and verifies the statement in Proverbs 25-25, *A8 
cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.* Indeed th« 
JouBNAL is the bearer of good news to me." 
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Brother Robert L. CJoxey, of Clifton, S. C, writes: "I like che little 
Journal, and don't want to miss a single copy. I believe that all the Saints 
should take it themselves, and have it sent to some of their friends. It will not 
fail to make a friendly house for the Elders." 



In remitting her tithing, Sister Harriett Hodges, of Sulphur Lick, Ky., takf-s 
occasion to say : "The Journal is a welcome visitor. It is a messenger of truth. 
If the Elders do not come so I can hear them preach, I can hear them through ch^ 
Journal.. I am greatly pleased with it." 



Elder D. A. Morris, of Hinckley, Utah, sends us in a list of ten new sub- 
scribers, and adds: **I have given nearly every one in this town a chance to 
subscribe, and others may follow later." Good for you, Broth»?r Morris. We 
appreciate what you have done. 



Sister Sarah Steams, of Bloomingdale, Fla., sends in her tithing and says, 
"I am too old to work, but I have a few chickens and two cows, and feel it n.v 
duty to pay my tithing. I am away where I don't see any Latter-day Saints, but 
ask the elders to pray for me." 



Elder James P. Jensen, of Sanford, Colorado, sends us in a batch of new 
subscribers to the Journal, and says he is greatly pleased with it, and that ;i 
carries him back to his missionary days in the South. We greatly appreciate the 
generous help he has given us. 



Elder H. W. Miller, of Parker, Idaho, sends us in some subscriptions to the 
Journal, and says : "I am pleased with the paper, and will try to get others lo 
take it." That's the kind of spirit to have, and we shall await the result of Elder 
Mailer's labors. 



"The Journal is always received in our home with great joy," writes Bco. 
R. M. Yarbo, of Kelsey, Texas. "I could not do without it, for in it I hear from 
the elders, many of whom I know well, and it does me so much good to hear from 
them." 



Elder George A. Macdonald, of Mesa, Arizona, sends us some new subscribers 
and says, *'I often think of President Rich and the dders, and hold very dear 
the ties ol friendship and brotherlv love formed while laboring in the South." 



If you like this Issue of The Elders' Journax, tell your neighbor so, and get 
him to send us fifty cents for a year's subscription. He would not take five times 
as much for it when the year is up and he binds them into a book. 



Brother E. C. Rolph, of Foxport, Ky., says, "The little Journal is doing 
much good, helping me and others to be more faithful, often bringing the tears to 
our eyes, and causing me to be more steadfast in the faith." 



*'I don't take the Journal," writes Brother T. L. Walker, of Susina, Ga., 
"but mother does, and I get to read it. I think it is a grand little paper, and 
I hope it wili m time reach every Latter-day Saint." 



The article by Prof. Widstoe in this issue and the poetry on the last page are 
taken from "The White and Blue," the elegant periodical published by the Brigham 
Toung Academy students at Provo, Utah. 



Sister Nannie C. Davenport, of Wilhelmina, Ky., sends us the season's greet- 
ings, and expresses her great pleasure in reading the Journal, remarking, "It 
is a great help to me in various ways." 



Exceptionally low colonist rates have been made West from St. Louis, corn- 
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mencing in February. Those desiringr to avaH themselves of this opportunity 
to go West can cornespond with us. 



Sister Rachel Bartlett, of Bowersville, Ga., says, **I don't know what I would 
do if it was not for the Journal. It is like a ray of sunshine, and I appreciaie 
it more than any company I have." 



The elders are advised that we are entirely out of the little work, "The Un- 
organized Church vs. Salvation for the Dead," and we cannot fill any more orders 
until another shipment is received. 



Elder J. H. Hardy, of Vernal City, Utah, swells his already large list wiJi 
four new subscribers. He is now up to Elder Jos. Irwin, of Lake Town, Utah. 
who has hitherto held the record. 



"My daughters, Lillie and Annie, send their tithing herewith, and I also 
send mine," writes Sister Malinda Deel, of Nace, Va. "This is really more '"ban 
the tenth of what I have made." 



"I enclose you my tithing and also that of m> two boys," writes Sister Susie 
Oposley, of Greenville, S. C. "I teach my childr<in to pay it, and they do so 
willingly." 



Brother J. W. McAuley, of Lucasville, Ohio, writes a letter full of faith in 
sending in his tithing. He entertained some of the Ohio elders for Christmas. 



Sister Kizzie Keen, of Kissimmee, Fla., writes us a nice letter, in which 
she send holiday greetings to all the elders in the field. 



ARRIVALS. 

The following Elders arrived from Utah on Sunday, December 24, 1905: 
Orrin R. Williams, Salina, Utah; William Aaron Judy, Salem, Idaho; Freeman 
E. Pace, Parley's Park, Utah; Albert H. Taggart, Sm<jot, Wyo. ; Thomas Edwin 
Ricks, Jr., Rexburg, Idaho; Jesse Winn, lichi, Utah; James A. Ransom, Cleveland, 
Idaho; Leonard W. Hardy, Stirling, Canada. 



APPOINTMENTS. 

Elder O. R. Williams has been appointed to labor in the Mississippi Con- 
ference. 

Elders L. W. Handy, J. A. Ransom and W. A. Judy have been appointed to 
labor in the Florida Confeience. 

Elders A. H. Taggart and F. E. Pace have been appointed to labor in I ho 
Alabama Conference. 

Elders T. E. Ricks Jr., and J. Winn have been appointed to labor in the 
Virginia Conference. 



TRANSFERS. 



Elder Arnold S. Mecham has been transfered from Ohio to the Kentucky 
Conference. 



RELEASES. 

Elder Jos. H. Freeman has been honorably released from laboring in the 
Kentucky Conference to return home. 

Elder Chester C. Pulley has been honorably released from the East Tennes- 
see Conference to return home. 
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Report of Mission Conferences for Two Weeks Ending December 28^ 1905, 
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JOSEPH SMITH, THE PROPHET. 

BT GEO. H. BRIM HALL. 



CJhosen spirit, .«^nt of God, 
Welder of the iron rod. 
Stick of Ephraim in his hand, 
Zion built on Joseph's land. 

Humble youth and mighty s^er, 
Man of truth and prophet dear. 
Soul of sorrow, full of cheer, 
Mind of mercy, void of fear. 



Life extended from above, 
Life uplifting, life of lovo. 
Death triumphant, full of grief, 
Made a martyr like his Chief. 

Historic eve, remembered morn, 
So made by prophet being born : 
And fame of him shall gird the earth. 
While millions celebrate his birth. 



DEATHS. 



HUTTO.— At Sally. S. C, December 3, 1905, of old age, Sister Elmira Hutto, 
aged 90 years. Deceased had been a faithful member of the church for nine j-ears. 

Morgan.— At Bedford, Trimbell county, Ky., May 10, 1905, Sister Lily A. 
Farley Morgan. Deceased was baptized March 19, 1900, and died true to t'le 
cause. 

Reeves.— At Sedan, Ala., November 3, 1905, Sister Elizabeth Caldwell 
Reeves, wife of Jesse Reeves, baptized in July, 1898. She died strong in the faith. 

Smith. — At Mountain Lake, Giles county, Va., November 25, 1905, of oil 
age, John Smith, born December 12, 1821. Deceased had been a faithful believer 
in the church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints sinoe July 7, 1898. He leav<»>* 
7 sons, 76 grandchildren and 22 grreat grandchildren, 26 of whom belong to the 
church. Elders T. T. Mendenhall and James I. Bowers conducted the funeral 
services November 27 in the Latter-day Saints church at Mountain Lake. 

Webb. — At Black Tax, Va., in November, Brother T. P. Webb. Deceased was 
a faithful member of the church for seven years. Just before dying he admou- 
isbed his sorrowing wife to be true to the principles of the gospel, and bore a 
strong testimony of their truth to those around him. 
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"AfinW noL if you are perteeuted; hvJL remember the words of the Savior: *The servant 
is noi above /tis Lord; if they have persecuted m€, ihey will persecute you aUo;^ and thai aU the 
afflielians through which the Saints have to pas^j are (JicfuUfiUmcnt (/the words of the Prophets 
which hive spoken since the world began. We shall^ therefore^ do well to discern the signs of the 
times as we pass along^ thai the day of the Lord may not ^overtake us as a thief in the nigfU/ 
AMiefions, persecutions, inwrisonmentSf and death, tee must extxct, according to the SeriptureSf 
vmch tell us thai the blood of those whose souis tvere under the altar could noi be avenged on 
them thai dwell on the earth, until their brethren should be slain as they vfcre." — Joseph 
Smith, April 22, 1839. 

Vol. III. January 15, 1906. No. 10. 



FORMATION OF THE EARTH. 

Its Division Into Islands and Continents — Its Restoration to Its Antedi- 
luvian Condition. 

BY APOSTLE OBSON PRATT. 

There has been much speculation in nelation to the ancient condition of our 
globe, and from the many facts connected with the geological formations of the 
earth's crust, it has been concluded that the land and water have more than once 
changed places. Upon mountains and high elevations are frequently found shells 
and other remains of marine inhabitants, in circumstances where it would seem 
to preclude all possibility of their having been deposited through human agency. 
It seems to be almost certain, then, that the dry land, and even the highest eleva- 
tions of our globe, have, at some former period, been submerged beneath the 
Heo. and have formed the bed of the ocean. 

Many geological speculations have been put forth to account for the great 
changes chat have happened in the surface strata of the earth. But it is not 
our intention to examine the probability or improbability of those conjectures; but 
merely to give some facts from divine revelation to show that the present geological 
conditions of our globe are not, in their general characteristics, the result of the 
slow, i^radual changes; but the effects of sudden convulsions and catastrophe;^ 
under the control and superintendence of the All-powerful Bieing who formed ol! 
things. 

As the elements of all worlds were not created, but are eternal, and as they 
have always been the tabernacle or dwelling place of God, they must have eter- 
nally been acted upon by His Spirit; consequently must have passed through an 
endless series of operations without beginning. Instead of seeking to trace out 
evidences of a beginning to the elements, we shall at once pronounce them eternal, 
from the fact that we have no account of their creation from nothing, for Go.1 
Himself must be an eternal existence, and it is just as reasonable to believe that 
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all thi3 other elements which are His tabernacle are eternal, as to admit, as we 
are compelled to do, the eternity of His substance. 

How many thousand millions of times the elements of our globe ha^»3 be^n 
organized and disorganized; or how many millions of shapes or forms the elements 
have been thrown into in their successive organizations and disorganizations; or 
how widely the particles have been diffused through boundless space; or of how 
many different worlds these particles have, at one time and another, formed com- 
ponent parts ; or how long they have been parts of the solar system ; or how long 
that system itself has formed a branch of our stellar heavens — is unknown to ik-* 
mortals. We can only go back to the organization of our present globe — to the 
time when "the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God- shouted for 
joy.'* This is only one link in the endless chain — only one grand event in a 
series without beginning. But this event was sudden, not of the effects of 8lo\/ 
and imperceptible changes, oi)erating for an indefinite number of ages. Jehovah 
spake — the elements came rushing together, not by their own power, but und*:v 
the action of the self -moving foroe of His Spirit, associated with the particles ro 
be moved. That this atl-powerful Spirit performed its operations in a definiro 
and fixed manner, according to certain and prescribed laws, there is no doubt. 
And if any of our modern philosophers had been present on that grand occcasiou, 
they undoubtedly would have beheld every particle moving toward the great com- 
mon center, with a resultant force, varying inversely as the square of its distantv* 
from every other particle. They would have called it the law of gravitation; 
while those better acquainted with the origin of the force would have called it rhe 
law by which the Spirit of God moves together the particles of matter. 

We are not to suppose that these elements, before they were collected, were 
formed into solid masses of rodcs, and other hard substances ; and that these camo 
rushing together — rocks being piled on rocks, breaking, crashing, and rendering 
into millions of fragments. But no doubt, through the operation of antecedent 
forces, there had been a complete disorganization or dissolution of the bodies com- 
posed of these elements, in that prior state of existence anterior to the foundation 
of the present globe ; this being the case, the elements being separate and apart, 
and widely diffused^, were in a condition to come together in a state of particles, 
instead of aggregate masses. These particles, under the law of force ordained, 
would collect in the form of a sphere, arranging themselves, according to thetr 
specific gravities, in strata of different distances from the center. If these par- 
ticles, while collecting from the surrounding spaces, were under the influence of no 
foreign forces, they would form a perfect sphere, having no tendency to rotace; 
but if they were disturbed by their gravitation towards foreign bodies they wi.»ulJ, 
at the time of their contact with the central nucleus, strike the surface of the 
same obliquely, which would give rise to a rotary movement, and this rotacion 
would change the form of the nucleus from that of a sphere to a spheroid ; and rhe 
oblateness or eccentricity of the spheroid would depend upon the final resultant 
velocity of the rotation at the time that the particles will be collected. 

In the morning of our creation the gathering together of the particles was 
accomplished under such regular, harmonious and systematic laws that there 
were no elevations of the land above the water. All the successive strata seemed 
to have arranged themselves into a perfect spheriodal form, conforming to the 
laws of gravity and rotation, as if they had been a fluid substance. So perfect 
was their arrangement thet the land was completely enveloi)ed in a flood of water ; 
no portion thereof was seen. 

But soon the commandment came for the waters to be gathered together in 
one place, and for the dry or solid land to appear. This great event was un- 
questionably brought about under a system of fixed laws, no less definite than 
that of gravitation; but perhaps not so well comprehended by man. The Spirit 
of God in association with the elements not only produces all the phenomena of 
gravitation, but also causes the elements to act upon each other, cohesively and 
chemically, when the particles are brought insensibly near to each other. It 
ccould hardly be expected, the^refore, that such a great mass of elements could be 
brought together from the surrounding spaces without producing chemical ope- 
rations of such force and power as to disturb the whole globe. Such forces would 
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caase the opheaval of. the dry land in some places and corresponding depression 
In others, to which the waters would rush; or the dry land might be made to 
ftppear, and the waters be gathered together, by a very different process, namely, 
by a variation of the period of the earth's rotation. 

The original position of the land and water in regard to the surface of ihc 
eauth, as it existed immediately after tbedr separation, we have no means of 'de- 
termining, only by revelation. It is certain, however, that it was entirely differ- 
ent from the present arrangement; and that it remained so sufficiently long for 
extensive marine deposits to be formed, which, by the great eruption^ and changes 
that have taken place, exhibit themselves in the interior of continents, and in 
locations highly elevated above the sea level. 

From the revelations which God has given, there is no doubt but there ha9 
been a most wonderful change. By them we learn that the Eastern and Western 
Continents were one; whilst the waters occupied the polar regions of our globe. 
America, Europe, Asia, Africa, and many islands of the sea, were all one land. 
The dividing of the earth into continents and islands was mostly accomplished in 
the days of Peleg, who was bom 101 years after the flood, and died 339 years 
after that memorable destruction. Many changes were made upon the earth in 
the days of Enoch; and no doubt the flood occasioned still greater; but we must 
look to the days of Peleg for the division of the earth into continents and islands, 
and the letting of the waters upon tiie equatorial regions. Since the grand di- 
vision of the earth many great changes have haift)ened to the various divisions 
of land by volcanic action and earthquakes; the greatest of which transpired at 
the crucifixion of Christ, when all the face of the land was broken up and 
changed; many mountains becoming valleys, and many valleys becoming mouu- 
tains. 

Without further revelation it is impossible for us to give anything like a 
correct idea of the geographical condition of the earth before tiie days of Peleg. 
Some of its general features may be very correctly determined from the following 
revelation, concerning the second coming of Christ, which reads thus : 

"Prepare ye for the coming of the Bridegroom ; go ye, go ye out to meet Him, 
for behold. He shall stand upon the Mount of Olivet, and upon the mighty ocean, 
even the great deep, and upon the islands of the sea, and upon the land of Ziou ; 
and He shall utter His voice out of 21ion and He shall speak from Jerusalem, 
and his voice shall be heard among all peopk, and it shall be a voice as the vo«ce 
of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder which shall bieak down the 
mountains, and the valleys shall not be found ; He shall command the great Jeep 
and it shall be driven back into fthe North countries, and the islands shall beoonie 
one land, and the land of JerusaOem and the land of Zion shall be turned back into 
their own place, and the earth shall be like as it was in the days before it was 
divided. And the Lord, even the Savior, shall stand in the midst of His people 
and shall reign over all flesh." (Doc. and Oov., xxxiii, 17-25.) 

The great deep is to be driven in the North countries — the islands are lo 
become one land — the land of Jerusalem and the land of Zion (meaning the East- 
em and Western Continents), are to be turned back into their own place, and the 
earth to be restored to its ancient geographical position. John the Revelator 
prophesies of the same convulsions, and says that "every mountain and island were 
moved out of their places." He saw that when the seventh angel poured out his 
vial of the wrath of GJod that 'There were voices and thunders and lightnings; 
and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since man were upon the 
earth, wo mighty an earthquake and so great. And the great city was divided into 
three parts, and the cities of the nations fell ; the great Babylon came in remem- 
brance before God to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His 
wrath. And every island fled away and the mountains were not found." Rev. xxvl, 
17-20. 

The same tremendous convulsion is predicted by Isaiah (xxiv, 17-20) in the 
following language : 

"Fear, and the pit, and the snare are upon thee, O inhabitants of the earth. 
And it shall come to pass that he who fleeth from the noise of the fear shall fall 
into the pit ; and he t^at cometh up out of the mddst of the pit shall be taken in 
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the snare; for the windows from on high are open, and the foundations of the earth 
do shake. The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, the 
earth is moved exceedingly; the earth shall reel to and fro, like a drunkard, and 
shall be removed like a cottage and the transgression thereof shall be heavy upon 
it; and it shall fall and not rise again." 

. The convulsion of the earth at the time of its restoration to its antediluvion 
condition, will exceed all former convulsions, not excepting the great one which 
took place at the time of its division into continents and islands; hence, John 
describes it sls the greatest earthquake that ever happened since men were upon 
the earth, not only affecting the surface by castdng down mountains and exalting 
valleys, but causing the very continents and islands themselves to flee, away ; tiiey 
are not annihilated, but, as John says, **moved out of their places." It will not be 
merely the exterior strata of the earth that will be broken up, but the very "foun- 
dation," as Isaiah says, shall shake. This latter-day earthquake will be atten«1e«l 
with intense heat, meltdng and separating the very elements, or as Isaiah says, 
"The earth is clean dissolved" ; and as the Psalmist predicts, "A fire goeth before 
Him, and burneth up His enemies round about. His lightnings enlighted ths 
world; the earth saw and trembled. The hills melted like wax at the presence 
of the Lord of the whole earth. The heavens declare His righteousness, and all 
the people see his glory." (Ps. xcvii, 3-6.) From this passage we learn that :h}9 
intense fire will attend the presence of the Lord at His coming, and appears to be 
of the nature of lightning, whrch is to enlighten the whole world. We cao form 
Bome idea of its tintensity from the fact of its melting hills like wax, and dissolving 
the earth. 

If we had an antediluvian map, we should be able to point out the future 
geographical positions of the land and water as they will exist during the Mil- 
lennium ; or in other words, an antediluvian map would answer very well the 
purpose of a Millenndal map, for the earth is to be restored to its former condition. 

In order to maintain the present ellipticity of the earth, and its present 
diurnal period of rotation, and at the same time retain the seas in the polar 
regions, it wdll be necessary that the solid portions, now submerged beneath the 
equatorial sea, should be upheaved or lifted up. This could not be done without 
producing a corresponding depression around the poles, and the waters would 
thus, under the present laws of gravitation, be obliged to rush from the equatorial 
to the polar regions. Although it is done by the direct command of God, yet He 
generally accomplishes His purposes through the medium of the laws which are 
in operation. For aught we know, the raising up of the equatorial bed of the 
ocean may be accomplished by the internal forces of the earth, with which we are 
entirely unacquainted, only as we now and then behold their effects in the earth- 
quake and volcano. But whatever be those internal forces, it is certain that they 
will be controlled intelligently so as to arrange the continents and islands in their 
ancient position. 



BRIQHAM YOUNG AND THE MINISTER. 

[The following is taken from one of the sermons of Pres. Brigham Youug, 
delivered in Salt Lake City in August, 1856:] 

Every Elder should become a profound theologian — should understand this 
branch better than all the world. There is no Elder who has the power of God 
upon him but understands more of the principles of theology than all the world 
put together. This reminds me of a little circumstance that transpired here a 
year ago last summer. You, no doubt, well recollect Elder Day (a Baptist Min- 
ister on his way to California), who used to preach to us so nicely. I preached 
one day when he was present. In the course of my remarks I brought up I he 
subject of the Deity. At the point touching our Father in Heaven, upon which he 
desired the most to be intsructed, I dropped the subject and turned to something 
else. He went to dinner with me, and while we sat at the dinner table he said: 

"Brother Young, I was waiting with all my anxious heart, with mouth, eyes 
and ears open to receive something great and glorious." 
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"What about. Brother Day?" 

"Why, as you were describing the Deity, and just came to the point I was 
most anxious to have expounded, behold, you waived and turned to something 
else." 

I smiled and said, "After I had taught them how, I wanted the people to aJd 
the rest of the sermon themsedves." 

He said, "I declare. Brother Young, I would have given anything I possessed 
in the world if you had continued your remarks until I had obtained the knowl- 
edge I desired." 

I inquired the nature of it. 

"To know the character of God." 

I smiled and said, "Are you a preacher of the Gospel?" 

"Yes." 

"How long have you been a preacher?" 

•*Twenty -seven years I have been a preacher of the Gospel of Christ." 

"And you have been a minister so long and have never learned anything about 
the character of the Being of whom you have beenpreaching. I am astonished! 
Now you want to find out the character of God. I can make you answer the ques- 
tion yourself in a few minutes." 

"Well, I do not know, Brother Young ; it is a very mysterious subject to mor- 
tal man." 

"Now, let me ask you a single question. Will you tell me what God our 
Father in heaven appears like?" 

He sat a considerable time, while the color in his cheeks ebbed and flowed 
alternately, till at last he replied: 

"Brother Young, I will not presume to describe the character of the Deity." 

I smiled, and he thought I was treating the subject lightly. "I am not making 
light of this subject, but I am smiling at your folly, that you — a teacher in Israel 
— a man who should stand between the living and the* dead — yet know nothing 
about your Father and God. Were I in your place I would never preach another 
sermon while I lived, until I learned more about God. Do you believe ^he 
Bible?" 

"I do." 

"What resemblance did our father Adam bear to his God, when He placed 
him in the Garden of Eden?" 

Before he had time to reply, I asked him what resemblance Jesus bore to 
man in his incarnation? and "Do you believe Moses, who said the Lord made 
Adam in His own image and after his own likeness? This may appear to you a 
curiosity; but do you not see that the Lord made Adam like himself; and the 
Savior we read of was made to look so like him, that he was the express image 
of his person?" 

He laughed at his foJly himself. 

"Why," said he, "Brother Young, I never once thought of it before in nil 
my life, and I have been a preacher twenty-seven years." He never had known 
anything about the character of the God he worshipped; but, like the Athenians, 
had raised an altar with the inscription, "To the unknown God." 

There is not one of the faithful Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter-day Saihts but is more or less acquainted with the physical and moral char- 
acter of the God he serves; which is more than all the world knows, or can know, 
independent of the inspiration of the Holy Ghost. The greatest, the best, the 
most educated, and the most profound theologians on the earth, who have obtaine*! 
their learning by reading and study, had no correct knowledge of what is in ilie 
Bible about God, angels, sin, righteousness, and many other important subjects, 
until Joseph Smith made it known. 



Sister Rebecca Nettles, of the Georgia Conference, sends her tithing and says: 
"It is a small amount, but I am paying an honest tithing, and feel that God will 
bless me. I am 58 years old, and have been a member of the Church for over 
fifteen years. All the pleadings my Methodist and Baptist friends can do just 
makes me that much stronger." 
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THE MORMON PEOPLE. 

[Written E^specially for and Published in The Chattanooga Times, Sunday, Dec 
17, 1905, by C. C. Holzel. a Non-Mormon.] 

Having resided for a number of years in the state of Utah. I venture a few 
lines respecting the much misunderstood and grossly misrepresented Moriuou 
people. During my years of sojourn among them, I had occasion to be closely 
associated with them in business relations and was very familiar with them in a 
social capacity. With this experience I feel qualified to speak advisedly and 
tnithfully of the Mormon people without the slightest fear of successful con- 
tradiction. 

I may say in the outset that no people in our broad republic are more 
hospitable and kind to strangers than are these people. In matters of generous 
treatment to strangers I think they are not one whit behind the proverbial 
hospitality of the Southern States. I believe it safe to say that no man or woman 
ever suffered any unkindness at the hands of the Mormon people. If there has 
been an exceptional case where an outsider has been treated to a cold reception it 
is because the people have had some reason to look upon him as a doubtful 
character. Notwithstanding these facts many who have partaken of their 
kindness have gone abroad and wilfully lied about the people of Utah. In other 
words they have "smitten the hand that fed them." In business transactions the 
Mormon people are strictly honest. That there are exceptions to the rule cannot be 
truthfully denied, but as a people, they have a far greater percentage of those who 
would scorn to be tricky or indifferent in the payment of a debt than any other 
body of people of the same number in the world. In thriving and growing business 
towns of Southern Idaho and Utah, if a Gentile merchant was asked for goods on 
credit by a Mormon, the only question the merchant will ask is the applicant in 
good standing and will the bishop of his ward recommend him. If the answer is in 
the affirmative he is allowed to buy on credit to almost any amount, and I doubt 
that a single exception could be pointed to where the merchant has failed to get his 
pay. Be it said, however, to the credit of the Mormon people that they do not 
believe much in the credit system and are being strenuously counseled by 
President Smith today as by nil his predecessors to get out of debt and keep out. 

I may say here, too. that in former days of Utah, when the Mormons had 
absolute control of the territorial and municipal government in Utah, that the 
territory and municipalities were absolutely free from debt, for they believe that 
what is good for an individual or a family is likewise beneficial for a city, state 
or nation ; that is, to live within your means, and see that whatever growth is made 
is not on borrowed money, but is substantial and not artificial. In this, as in many 
other views, the whole country, and for that matter the world itself, might profit- 
ably follow the belief and example of the Mormon people. 

Educationally speaking, the aims and ambition, the sentiment and principle 
of this people to bequeath to posterity a good education are not exceled by any 
people on the face of the earth. History shows that Joseph Smith, their 
prophet and founder, was foremost in the cause of education. He established a 
school of learning in the Kirtland temple. He obtained from the Illinois 
legislature, when Abraham Lincoln was a member, a charter to establish a 
university in the city of Nauvoo. The Utah university, now considered one of the 
very best institutions of learning west of the Mississippi river, was founded by 
Brigham Young and his pioneer colleagues as early, I believe, ad 1850, only 
three years subsequent to the entrance of that memorable body of pioneers into 
Salt Lake valley. In addition to this Ihey have the Brigham Young University 
at Provo, the Brigham Young College at Logan, the L. D. S. University in 
Salt Lake City and many similar institutions throughout the states occupied 
by them, as also in Canada and Mexico. All these are institutions of a high 
order. In their church schools they not only teach the spirit and letter of theology, 
but the secular, including scientific branches, are also embodied in the system. 
If non-Mormons desire to patronize these church schools through convenience ot 
locality or for reason^ of superior instructions they may do so without being 
required to study theology. The utmost liberality is shown in this regard. The 
Mormon people are equally loyal in their support of the public school system, 
and today statistics show that Utah is excelled only by one other state of the 
Union in her low percentage of illiteracy. Many young Mormon men and women 
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have atended the higher schools of learning, such as Harvard, Yale, Cornell, Ann 
Arbor and others and almost without exception they have graduated with the 
highest honors, so much so that the success of the Mormon students has becom-j 
proverbial with the instructors of the great institutions. The Mormon people aro 
very fond of music. In visiting their many cities and towns I never saw in any 
other community of the same number so many pianos and organs. It is an old 
adage among some of the Germanic races that a people exceedingly fond of music 
cannot be bad people. The Mormons are industrious. In this they have no 
superiors. "The idler shall not eat the bread of the laborer," is a truism with 
them. They teach that when you do for an individual what he can and should do 
for himself you do him an injury. Among them there are fewer poor people and 
possibly fewer rich, but there is no suflfering. The worthy poor are looked after 
and provided for with scrupulous integrity. A greater percentage of the Mormons 
own the homes they live in and the resources of a livelihood than other peoples 
throughout the world. They are temperate people. More than nine-tenths of the 
saloonkeepers of Utah have always been non-Mormons, and now, and for the 
future, a inile prevails among Ihem that no man shall be a saloonkeeper and retain 
his standing in the church. He must repent and find honorable employment or 
submit to excommunication. As a people they use neither liquor nor tobacco and 
very little tea or coffee. As to matters of the higher morality, which involves sexual 
purity, I consider them as a whole entirely above reproach. There are exceptions, 
it is true, but any one in the church that is found guilty of a lapse of virtue in 
any form must repent and make restitution as far as possible or the hand of 
fellowship is withdrawn from them. They look upon adultery as next in the 
catalogue of crime to murder, and as for infanticide, foeticide and the prevention 
of offspring, they esteem them either murder or very closely akin to that awful 
crime. We are honored at the present time with a man at the head of our 
glorious republic who does not believe in race suicide, Presideot Roosevelt. He 
has by his utterances practically rebuked this heinous practice in our nation. In 
this rebuke I believe the Mormon people to be the only great body of people in the 
nation who are not guilty and who stand unscathed by this just rebuke coming 
fix>m the chief executive of the greatest nation on the earth. 

Any person or persons in the Mormon church known to be guilty of race 
suicide in any form would be as promptly excommunicated as for stealing or 
highway robbery, and with a sentiment of much keener abhorrence for the 
perpetrators of such a crime. Plural marriages have been prohibited by the 
government and by the church, and are not. therefore, a subject for present 
discussion : but should the Mormon people themselves admit the system of plural 
marriage to be incorrect, with all that thrown in they could still claim a higher 
standard of morality than those who so industriously traduce their true character 
and the principles of their faith. They are a people of deep religious convictions 
and sincere purpose of heart. With deep convictions of the divine authenticity 
of plural marriage grounded in them for more than half a century, it is not to 
be wondered at that before they give up this practice they tested every inch of 
the ground in the courts of the country. They proved their sincerity by over 
seven hundred of them suflfering terms in the penitentiary and paying heavy fines. 
Hundreds of others spent years in exile under the most extraordinary and trying 
circumstances; during all these trials they never did violence to any man nor 
rebelled against the authority of the law. At every stage of their history they 
have proven their loyalty to the government and in every sense of the word, in all 
things that go to make good people and loyal citizens, they are the peers, if not the 
8ui)eriors, of any other body of people in the nation. Ministers and politicians may 
pollute the pulpit, the rostrum and the press by misrepresenting, traducing and 
lying about the Mormon people, but as certainly as God lives and history rep?acs 
itself, so surely will future generations do justice to this people to the everlasting 
shame and contempt of those who may speak evil of them. My testimony 
concerning the Mormon people, from years of experience in their midst, is that 
they are hospitable, kind-hearted, charitable, industrious, temperate, virtuous, 
God-fearing, loyal and progressive. 

For them, as for all other people, there is but one true and safe standard 
by which they shall be judged, and that is the rule and Jaw of the Great Master 
"in whose mouth there was found no guile," viz. : **Ye shall know them by their 
fruits." 
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BSK E. BICH, BoiTOR. JAMBS H. WALLIS, ASSOOIATK Editob. 

EDIXORI A L. 



A "MORMON" GIRL'S ANSWER TO REV. (?) J. STOKER HUNT. 

Ordinarily we do not give room to lengthy correspondence, as our space U 
not only valuable but very limited. We believe the force and justice of this can 
be seen by our readers, and therefore this will explain why we are sometimes 
compelled to deny admission to our columns to even meritorious efforts. But this 
issue we feel constrained to give room to a communication written by one of our 
"Mormon" girls, fifteen ^ars old. The letter was sent in answer to the article 
written by the Rev. (?) J. Stoker Hunt, of Milner, Ga., entitled "Not L. D. 
Saints, but L. D. Devils," and which we copied into the Journal from "The 
Watchman," the mouthpiece of the Southern Episcopal Methodist Church, simply 
to let our readers ju^ge for themselves the kind of treatment the Gospel of the 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ neceives at the hands of professed CSiristianity. 
The little girl who wrote the answer to this scurrilous tirade is Miss OUie 
Collier, of the Mississippi Conference, residing at 3318 Harris street, Meridian. 
She did not sign her name to the letter when she sent it to this Rev. (?), but per- 
mits us to publish it in connection with the letter which we give in full as follows : 

Rev. J .Stoker Hunt, Milner, Pike County, Georgia.— 'Dear Sir: I have just 
finished reading your most untrue piece, entitled, **Not L. D. Saints, but L. D. 
Devils," and want to tell you that every word you said was untrue. I realize 
that you are a fine minister of the Gospel, using such language as you did, for 
your followers to read. I have been in the so-called "Mormon" Church nearly 
two years, and have never heard a "Mormon" elder use such words as you have 
done. I am fifteen jrears old, and want to ask you if you are not ashamed for 
your members to nead what you have written. If you are not ashamed here 
on earth, will you not be ashamed to stand before Christ and o^-n the falsehoods 
you have told about us? I am sure you will have to confess, and you will be 
sorry, too. • I was surprised to read that it was written by a Methodist preacher. 
Mother said ^e was not surprised to hear of an^tthing a Methodist preacher 
would do. She said if there ever was a wolf in sheep's clothing it was a 
Methodist preacher. All you are "fit" for is to have little infants sprinkled, so 
that when they grow to be men and women they can help pay your salary. The 
last time mother was at church (the Methodist) papa had been sick and she did 
not have her dues. The minister told her she would have to take her letter out, 
for she was behind one month. Do you think a Mormon elder would tell a 
poor lady that? No, indeed, he would not; they have too much of €Jod's spirit 
in them to do so. I am ashamed that I was ever a Methodist. I was sprinkled 
before I knew what it was for. When I grew to be large enough to know what 
it was to sin, the humble "Mormon" elders came and taught us the true and 
everlasting Gospel, and the scales have now been removed from our eyes and we 
can see the light of the Gospel which we never saw before. I know that I am 
in the only true church that is on the earth today, and I am proud that I am 
a "Mormon" and hope I will never be ashamed of it. I showed your piece to one 
of the Methodist sisters, and she said you must be a very trashy man. You 
claim to be a minister of God. Where is your authority to preach? Was you 
called of God as was Aaron? If so who called you? "And no man taketh this 
honor unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron." (Heb. 5). You 
said Joseph Smith swiped the "Book of Mormon." Who did he swipe it from? 
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Don't you think we were a lucky people to have it, and to have a man able to 
swip«3 it? I do. You also said wa would be weeping and wailing and gnashing 
of teeth, but you have certainly judged us wrong, and "He that judgeth a thing 
before be heareth it is not wise." 

I wish to bear you my testimony before I close that th3 "Mormon" Church 
is tbe only true church on the earth today, and that the Book of Mormon is true, 
and that Joseph Smith was a true prophet of God, and that Joseph F. Smith, now 
at the head of the Church, is also a propfhet of God. We do not claim that the 
Book of Mormon is more true than the Bible, but we do claim that it is ju«t 
as true. As one of our Articles of Paith says: "We believe in being honest, 
true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and in doing good to all men; indeed, we 
may say that w^e follow the admonition of Paul: We believe all things, we hope 
all things. * We have endured many things and hope to be ai>le to endure all 
things. If there is anything virtuous, lovely or of good report or praiaeworthy, 
we seek after these things." 

Fbom a Latiebday Saint, not a L. D. Devil. 



DON'T TEAR DOWN OTHER PEOPLE'S BELIEFS. 

President Joseph F. Smith, en route to Utah from dedicating the monument 
to the memory of the Prophet Joseph, stopped at Chicago, and while there held 
special services at the elegant Church on Paulina street. During his discourse 
the President uttered the prophecy that "Mormonism, so-called, would some day 
encircle the world as the ruling religion of the universe," and the prediction has 
caused much comment. Referring to the unfounded reports that our elders are 
sent to induce women to leave their homes and go to Utah, President Smith 
said: "All Elders of our Church are forbidden to entice people to our beli?f 
against their will. We do not seek to coax women away from their families. 
I want you to know that the Church doesn't tolerate such wrong-doing." Th n 
be delivered these grand words to the Elders from Zion sitting around him on the 
stand, which are "like apples of «old in pictures of silver," and which we hop? 
the missionaries in the Southern States will read and never forget: "To you 
young men here tonight I would leave this message : I want you to live above 
suspicion. It is essential that you live pure lives, that you keep your word sacred, 
and that you be honest in your business dealings. DON'T TEAR DOWN OTHER 
PEX)PI>E'S BELIEFS, but ^ow them yours, and if yours is better th?y will 
choose it. That is our idea of religion." 



MEMORIAL SERVICES IN THE SOUTH. 

In accordance with instructions sent out by President Rich, all the Elders 
laboring in the Southern States Mission held memorial services wherever they 
happened to be laboring on the Prophet Joseph's birthday. In those cities or 
villages whene there were enough Saints and friends, elaborate programs were 
prepared and rendered, and in some instances a bounteous repast was served in 
connection with it. In places were no Saints lived, tbi3 elders went into a secluded 
spot and sang appropriate hymns, offered a prayer to God, and bore their testi- 
monies to each other. The favorite hymns sang at these gatherings were, "We 
Thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet," "Praise to the Man Who Communed With 
Jehovah" and "O How Lovely Was the Morning." A request was made of tlie 
Conference Presidents to send us a brief report of the exercises h ^Id in their con- 
ferences, but instead of doing so, they have forwarded individual communications 
from the elders under them, and the result is we are unable to publish a report 
as we intended, because there are over two hundred Elders in the field, and conse- 
quently we have in the neighborhood of one hundred letters, giving an account of 
as many meetings held in honor of the Prophet. 

President W. H. Little, of the Florida Conference, sent us the kind of a 
report requested, which we publish in connection with this article, as follows : 

Augusta, Ga., Jan. 4, 1906. — Pres. Ben E. Rich, Chattanooga, Tenn. — Dear 
Brother: All the Elders throughout the Conference were able to hold memorial 
services in memory of the Prophet Joseph Smith. Many prepared suitable 
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programs, while others were only able to hold meetings, where they lectured on 
the Prophet's life, his honesty and great character, and of the Gospel being restor- 
ed to him by an angel from heaven. Everywhere the services were a success, and 
it is said by the brethren that nearly every one who attended these services went 
away believing within their souls that Joseph was indeed a Prophet of God. 
All enjoyed the spirit of the Lord, and we feel that much good has been accom- 
plished as a result of holding these meetings. 



We make the following extract from a letter just received from President 
J. A. McCrae of the Colorado Mission, dated Denver, January 5, 1906, and com- 
mend it very kindly to other missions wiiich have no organ of their own : "I 
want to congratulate you on the success of The Eldebs' Journal. I am alwavs 
glad when mine arrives, for I find many good things in its pages. I ^m going to 
see what can be done here in toe way of subscriptions. We will have a meeting 
of the Conference Presidents next week, and I will lay the matter before them." 
In this connection we are glad to say that we send regularly a batch of Journals 
to the Somoan Mission, and if any of these missions, which give us such substan- 
tial encouragement, desire to use our columns at any time, we will be only too 
glad to give them what space they need. 



President Rich has returned from his trip to Nassau, the little island in the 
Bahama group belonging to Great Britain, lying off the coast of Florida. He 
found the greater per cent, of the inhabitants to be negroes. The island is 
small, and walking down its principal street he met fully sixteen to twenty negroes 
for every white person. Prices for living are so high that Elders going there to do 
missionary work would have to pay $50 to $60 a month. Tcdcing all these t'nings 
into consideration, President Rich deems it unwia3 at present to send any Elders 
there to do any missionary work. 



The Improvement Era for December without any question of a doubt is 
the finest and most valuable publication of its kind ever produced in the Church. 
It was entirely devoted to the life of the Prophet Joseph, and the important work 
entrusted to his care by the Lord, and the effects of that work upon the historv 
and events of the world. Every article was a gem, and the whole was a delicious 
symposium of eternal truths. The publishers certainly have every occasion to 
be proud of the centennial number of the Bra. 



CINCINNATI FLOODED WITH MORMON LITERATURE. 

"Since coming back from our Conference which was held in Cleveland, Obi >, 
November 25th," writes Elder Carl K. Conrad from Cincinnati, "Elder E. Moser 
and I have devoted the most of our time in distributing the little work, 'Joseph F. 
Smith Denies the Charges.* We have given out over a thousand of these tracts, 
and only to lawyers and in the stores. The result is we have aroused the city con- 
siderably. A reporter of the Commercial -Tribune' called at our place of meeting?, 
and the next day there was a long article in that paper. We are having gi»od 
success, and are making many friends. The Saints are all feeling fine." 

Following is the article referred to by Elder Conrad, which is so fair that we 
deem it worthy of reproduction : 

"Polygamy in the Mormon Church is rapidly dying out, and with the passmjr 
of the old generation it will be seen no more in Utah or any other place where the 
Monnons are to be found, according to a statement given out by Elder Carl K. 
Conrad, of the local Mormon Mission, at 154 East McMicken avenue, yesterday. 
That part of the creed is no longer being taught, and the elders and President 
Joseph F. Smith are doing everything in their power to make marriage among their 
people a matter of quality rather than quantity. In speaking of the Reed Smoot 
case yesterday, Elder Conrad declared that he was personally acquainted with the 
Apostle-Senator and that he has but one wife. He says that the general opinion 
that Apostle Smoot was nominated and elected to the United States Senate by che 
Mormon church is erroneous. *The people in the church are divided over political 
questions as well as those of any other creed,* said Elder Conrad, *and Smoot*.*^ 
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election was doe more to the Grentiles than to the Mormons, as theve are more 
republicans among the Christians in Utah than among the Mormons.* With the 
coming of the case in the limelight again the Mormons are making efforts to 
alleviate the feeling against their belief and their participation in polities by 
spreading broadcast pamphlets containing a recent interview given out by Presi- 
dent Joseph F. Smith regarding the part played in the campaign by the L#atter-day 
Saints. After making an exhaustive explanation of the grounds of the opposition 
taken by the antagonists to the Mormons, President Smith says : 

** *W€ ask no favors. All we want is a free field and a fair fight. We would 
like to be treated honorably. We would like people to come here and learn rhe 
truth, find out about us and what we are really doing. There is nothing here wc 
need care to conceal. We only desire that the truth may be spoken concerning us.* 

"Over a thousand of these pamphlets have been distributed in Cincinnati 
among lawyers and men prominent in politics. Of their work in this city, EUler 
Conrad said that his congregation only numbered thirty at the present time, 
but that during the past year ten families have moved to Utah. He declared tnat 
converts weakened under the persecutions of the Christians, and that as soon as 
they could possibly do so they moved to Utah among their own people. Cincinnati 
has not been without a Mormon elder since Joseph Smith first appeared here in 
1840, and Conrad was unable to say just how many Ohioans had joined the Church 
during that time, but said that the number was exceedingly large. There are six- 
teen elders in the state at present, all under President Calvin S. Jones, of Colum- 
bus. Ohio is controlled by the Southern States Mission, the headquarters being v^ 
Chattanooga, Tennessee." 



NOTES OF THE FIELD. 



We are in receipt of a letter from Eugenio Dahne, ex-Brazilian Government 
Commissioner of the World's Fair, St. Louis, in which he says: "Your address 
has been given me by a Mr. Conrad, of Cincinnati. I am a Brazilian and reside 
in Brazil, and having been last year one of the Brazilian Commissioners to the 
World's Fair, I am now here again on a short visit. I I»ave heard a great of your 
religion and would like to know more of it, and what the fundamental principles 
of it are. The people in my country have hitherto been governed entirely bv the 
Jesuits, who do their best to keep them in gross ignoranoa and behind the times. 
We are tired of their rule, and seek a more enlightened religion, and I am sure 
that in my country you would find a promising field for your missionary worfl. 
I would thank you if you would indicate to me where I can get books or literature 
teaching me the principles of your religion, and I would also thank you if you 
would give me the address of the head of your Church, with whom I could discuss 
the possibility of lestablishing missionary stations in Brazil." 



Elder S. L. Cox, who was President of the Middle Tennessee Conference, but 
who had to be released because of the dangerous condition of his wife, writes from 
his home at Idaho Falls, Idaho, January 4, that he will leave Salt Lake City 
January 17 for the South to complete his mission. Regarding the Joitrnal. he 
says: "I do not wish to be understood as flattering, but never in my life did a 
small pamphlet excite my being to the pitch the Journal does. It is the newsiest 
paper, and contains more truths, recalls more interesting news of bygone days of 
the history of our Church than any periodical we have. The description of 
Temple was so beatuifully exemplified that it alone was well worth the subscrip- 
tion price. May God bless the faithful efforts of the editors of this giant mission- 
ary. It is equal to several bright, intelligent Elders, for it makes a semi-monthly 
visit to so many more homes than could the Elders." 



In sending in her tithing, Sister Maude R. Kidd, of the Tennessee Confer- 
ence, says: **'Before I became a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, I thought and studied and prayed to God to help me know how to 
serve Him. I was so miserable that life had no pleasure for me. At last it 
seemed I could bear it no longer. One night, before netiring, I knelt down by my 
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bed and asked the Lord if the Mormon Church was right, and that if it was to send 
two Elders to our home. That night I dreamed I was going to be baptized by the 
Elders and saw the place where the ordinance was performed, and also the Elders. 
One wteek afterwards these very Elders came, and I was baptized at the very placo 
shown me in my dream. The miserable feeling left me after that, and today I 
feel thankful to my Heavenly Father for His goodness to me." 



•Mrs. Geo. W. McDonald, of the Florida Conference, though not yet a memt«?r 
of the Church, writes a very nice letter, in which she expresses her good feelings 
for the work of the Lord and the Elders. Referring to The Eldebs' Journal, 
she says : "We have taken it ever since we first met and became acquainted with 
the Elders. We would not be without it. There never has been a paper of any 
kind in our home that was read by the whole family with more pleasure. We 
had Elders W. D. Bocker and J. C. Farr with us for the holidays, and we hated 
to see them go. My husband was baptized by them before leaving. The bap- 
tismal ceremonies were very impressive, and touched the hearts of most of the 
people, as there were not many 'dry eyes in the congregation. They held several 
meetings in the neighborhood while here, and did mudi good." 



Elders Albert A. Wilde and Joseph Young, of the Kentucky Conference, have 
just concluded a trip through seven counties, visiting the Saints and teaching them 
the law Off tithing. "We found a very small percentage of the Saints obeying 
this principle," writes Elder Young. "We spent what time we could spare with 
each family, and in almost every instanoa the Saints promised to obey this law 
in the future. They "were glad to see us and sorry we could not spend a week 
or two with them. They are hungry, but not for bread. They thirst after 
spiritual drink, but it is not to be found in the broken cisterns of modem Chris- 
tianity. The call is great, and the laborors few. The sheep know the Sl»pherd's 
voice, and will not follow the hireling." 



Elder Percival C. Winter writes us an interesting letter from his home in 
Rexburg, Idaho, under date of January 5. expressing his pleasure at bein^ home 
again, after his mission in the South. The Ward authorities have placed bim in 
the superintendency of the Sunday School, and he enjoys his labors. "I have 
just received the last number of the Journal," he says, "and I think it's a 
*daisy'— for want of a better term. It always gets the 'cream' of good, instruct- 
ive reading. And wliat one reads in it is sound and beneficial. To a Southern 
States missionary, it's the 'very best.* " 



"After our General Conference," writes President R. Ray Nixon, of the 
South Carolina Conference, "Elders Emerson Bradley, Jens C. Anderson, James 
L. Oman, J. E. Adams and myself held a branch conference at Ridgeway, Fair- 
field County, which was indeed a success. We held three meetings and the room 
was filled each time. We also arranged for the erection of a new meeting-^ouse. 
Fifty dollars was subscribed at the first meeting. This will be the third building 
that has been erected in this locality, the other two having been burned down by 
those professing to bo our friends." 



Brother R. H. Cherry, of the North Carolina Conference, writes that he 
made a visit to Brother and Sister O'Mary in Washington, N. C, during the 
holidays. They are both getting old, but they gave their tithing to Brother 
Cherry to send to the Mission office, and told him they had paid it ever since 
they had been taught it, and knew the Lord had blessed them for so doing. 
They take the Journal, and desired to say, through its pages, to those who don't 
pay it, that all such do not realize how sweet the blessings of the Lord are to 
those who keep that law. 



We desire to inform all Sunday School workers that the Leaflets are no longer 
used in the Sunday Schools, but instead the '"Sunday School Outlines" have been 
adopted. In ordering literature for your classes simply state for which dr^partment 
you intend the literature, and we will fill your order accordingly. These outlines 
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are arranged for the tbeological, first and second intermediate, primary and kinder- 
garten departments. They are nicely bound and cost five cents per copy for 
each department, postpaid. We are unable to furnish any mon? of the leaflets. 



Sister W. F. Faglie, of the Florida CJonference, writes a V?tter in which she 
states that on Christmas night their store was robbed and then burned to the 
ground. "It was in full blaze when we found it out," she says. "It is hanl for 
us, as we have a large family to support, and also owe J^lOO on the goods.*' The 
Faglie family are some of the most faithful Saints in the Mission, and this is a 
severe trial to them. Here is an excellent opportunity for any good Samaritan 
to extend a helping hand. 



Sister Myrtie Stroud, of the North Carolina Conference, writes: "I never 
feel better than when I start my tithing to the oflSce. Our strength is in our 
righteousness — in our obedience to the requirements of the Gosr»2l. We are 
dependent upon the Lord for His kindly care and protection. He has encouraged 
us to prov» Him in the principle of tithing through the Prophet Malachi (3 chap., 
10 v.). The promise there made is to all His children who believe in Him." 



"If it was not for the Joubnal I would not know what the Lord was doing." 
writes Brother H. L. Mattox, of the Georgia Conference, "for I have not seen an 
Elder nor even a member of the Church for over twelve months. You can there- 
fore ima^ne how we appreciate the Journal and look forward to its coming. 
If we never have the privilege of seeing and hearing another Elder we will still 
know we are ri^t. There is nothing that can change my faith in the (Jospel." 



"When I got my last tithing receipt from the Mission Ofl5ce," writes Brother 
T. A. Martin, Jr., of the South Carolina Conference, "I went to a man who does 
not like the Mormons, and asked him if he ever paid any money into his church. 
He said *Yes, lots of it.* I then asked him if they gave him a receipt and a long 
letter of encouragement like I got, at the same time letting him read it. After 
he had read it, he said, *That looks like business.* " 



Brother J. M. Melvin, of the Alabama Conference, in a letter to us, says he 
has been acquainted with the Reorganites for twenty-five years, his father having 
been a member of the Church that long and a presid<^nt of one of its organiza- 
tions. "I never could see how they could be right, for if thi^ kingdom of God 
was broken up and given to that people, as they claim, then the Prophet Daniel 
is wrong.** 



Elder Moses Smith writes from his home in Marion, Idaho : "The dear 
little Journal of January 1 can not be beat. I will canvass for it. I wish 
everybody would take it, for it is a gem. I send herewith five new subscrih rs. 
and will send more soon. Will soon p.pt out and visit the other Wards, and 
work for it as long as it is printed.*' (iood for Uncle Mose. 



"I have been rustling a few more names for the Journal,** writes Elder 
Joseph Bingham, of Safford, Ariz., "and enclose you four more new subscribers. 
I tackle almost every man I meet to send for it. I await its coming very anxious- 
ly, as I want to hear what is going on in the Southern States Mission, especially 
in Kentucky, my old stamping ground.** 



Sister Laura T. Toler, of the Virginia Conference, writes: "I appreciate 
the Httle Journal so much. I would not be without it for anything; for that 
reason I never fail to see that my subscription is paid up in due time. I have 
been trying to get you some new subscribers, but have not succeeded as yet. I loan 
mine ont to my neighbors to read.** 



We ane in receipt of a most excellent letter from Sister Mamie Stewart, of 
the Georgia Conf.^rence, which is full of faith and earnestness, and good will. She 
sends in her tithing and says: "Though I am not yet a member of the Church 
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of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, yet I try to beep the commandments of the 
Lord and He blesses me for it." 



Sister Mintie Rice, of the Kentucky (Conference, says: **I have not heard an 
Elder preach for four years, so you can imagine how badly I want to hear them. 
I would give anything to have them visit me. I am delighted with the Joubnal 
and every issue is like a sermon to me." Sister Rice bears a strong testimony to 
the truth of Mormonism. 



Brother J. J. Blansett, of the Mississippi Conference, says he is highly 
pleased with his new surroundings, and believes other Saints looking for a new 
location would do well to make Darbun their home. He says the Saints already 
there are doing well, and will gladly welcome new comers. 



Elders D. E. Bishop and James Bowers improved the holiday season by 
holding eight meetings at Nathalie, Halifax County, Va., while spending Christmas 
at the home of Sister Mary J. Brown. Each meeting was well attended and a 
good spirit prevailed, the people evincing much interest. 



"I would rather have the blessings of the Lord on nine dollars, than have ten 
dollars and not have His blessings," is the way in which Brother R. M. Ball, of 
the Mississippi Conference, expresses his faith in the law of tithing. That is 
the way for every Latter-day Saint to feel. 



Brother J. H. Madril, of the Alabama Conference, writes an encouraging 
letter, testifying to the healing of three of his childnen by the power of God, 
through the administration of the Elders, who were called in to attend to the 
ordinance of the laying on of hands. 



Elders A. C. Sant and Jas. A. Christensen, of the Kentucky Conference, 
write that they have just completed a tour of eight counties of that Conference in 
the interests of tithing, and found a remarkably good spirit existing among the 
faithful membiors of the Church. 



Brother John W. Hill, of the Florida Conference, and his wife, Sister 
Susan E. Hill, and all their children who have been baptized, are strict tithe- 
payers, and we feel to say God bless them for their devotion to this law of the 
Lord, and we know He will. 



President Rich has sent out notices to the Conferenae Presidents for thorn 
to meet in Chattanooga on Saturday, January 20, in convention. A grand 
time is expected. Conference Presidents will bring with them the reports for 
1904 recently mailed them. 



Brother Jacob F. Hiatt, of the North Carolina Conference, writes an en- 
couraging letter, expressing the great pleasure he derives from the Joubnal, and 
says it should be in the homes of every Letter-day Saint. That is what we are 
trying to accomplish. 



We would like to say to the Elders that in ordering shoes, we can fit you bet- 
ter if you would give us the number found on the inside of the shoe you are 
wearing. Should you want them either narrower or wider, you should so state in 
your order. 



In sending her tithing. Sister P. A. Davis, of tl*e Kentucky Conference, says : 
"I take pleasure in remitting the tenth of my increase, which I owe unto the 
Lord. I pay it freely, for I know the Lord blesses me in so doing, and belongs 
to Him." 



Brother Thos. R. Styron, of the North Carolina Conference, makes a plea 
in behalf of the members of the Church there for a missionary school teacher 
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to educate their childnen. The matter is now under consideration bv President 
Rich. 



The Journal sends its greetings to Brother and Sister Raleigh Rowland, 
of the Virginia Conference, on the occasion of the birth of their eleventh child, 
making eight boys and three girls, among thom twins, a boy and a girl, four vears 
old. 



"I can not afford to miss one copy of the Journal. I love the Gospel truths 
it contains and wish it came every week. It is a ray of living light to one so 
lonely as I am." So writes Sister N. O. Stanfield, of the Mississippi Conference. 



Brother Robert L. Coxey, of the South Carolina Conference, sends in the 
name of a new subscriber, a member of the Baptist Church. Who knows but wliat 
the little paper may be an effective missionary in his hands? 



President J. W. Grant, of the Middle Tennessee Conference, reports that the 
Elders there started the New Year with a two days* fast and prayer, desiring 
the rich blessings of heaven to aid them in their calling. 



Elder Joseph B. Richey, of St. Johns, Arizona, send us in five subscrib?rs, 
and says : "I hope to be able to send some more in the future. We are all 
anxious to read the Journal as soon as it gets hens.** 



Sister Bessk? Hassell, of the Georgia Conference, writes: *'I am always 
glad to welcome The Elders* Journal in our home, and we enjoy reading its 
sacred pages, as they contain so much useful advice.' 



"Every Journal that comes, I think, *Well, this is certainly the best number 
I have read. They get better each issue. I would not do without it.*' So writes 
Sister P. A. Davis, of the Kentucky Conferenoe. 



Sister Sabra Nelson, of the North (^arolina C4)uference, sends in her subscrip- 
tion to the Journal and says it is impossible to do without it. She pays quite a 
tribute to the usefulness of our Mission paper. 



Sister Ada L. Johnson, of the Alabama Conferenos, says: "The dear little 
Journal is such a good counselor for us. I am so glad to see it come and hear 
what the Elders and Saints are doing.** 

"The very best friend that comes to my house is the dear little Journal,** 
writes Brother J. H. Locat, of the Virginia Conference. "I would have it if it 
cost twice as much.*' 



"To miss the Journal would be almost like missing one of my family,** writes 
Sister Josie Bodlford, of Utah. She renews her subscription and sends us in a 
new name. Good. 



Sister Ellen Webb, of the Georgia Conference, sends in four subscriptions 
to the Journal, and says : "I love the Journal and I love the Church." TTiat is 
a noble sentiment ! 



Elders sending personal checks or money orders to the Mission Office will 
kindly endorse same properly, making them payable to the Southern States 
Mission. 



Sister Lillian Pamplin, of the Bast Tennessee Conference, entertained four 
of the Eiders during the holidays at her home. She writes that they had a nice 
time. 



Elder James Phillips, of the Florida Conference, is suflBsring with rheumat'sm. 
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Eeport of JTusion Cofrferenees for Two Weeks Ending January 6, 1906, 
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THE PARSON'S LIMIT. 

He*d been preaching and exhorting 

For a score of years or ao 
In a portion of the vineyard 

Where the harvesting was slow; 
Where the temporal inducement 

For his ceaseless diligence 
Was a promise of four hundred 

For his yearly recompense. 

Unrelenting was the ardor 

He devoted to the cause. 
And thougli slowly came the dollars 

Still he labored without pause 
Till one day they came and told him, 

As he kicked against the pricks. 
That they raised their offered stipend 

From four hundred to six. 

Then the good man sank exhausted 

As he feebly made reply: 
"Don't, I pray you, men and brethren. 

Thus my patience overtry; 
For to glean the four you've promised 

Hath so warped my vital store 
Tliat 'twould kill me if you taxed me 

To collect two hundred more." 



DEATH. 

Flowers — At Lehi, ^liss., on Christmas Day, 1905, Sister Effie Flowers, wife 
of Brother Walter J. Flowers. Sister Effie was a faithful Latter-day Saint. 
She was married December 28. 1004. The funeral sermon will be preached when 
elders can reach the home of Bro. Flowers. 



edited and published by 

Eldeb Ben. E. Rich, of the Southebn States Mission, 

chattanooga, tenn. 
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*' We glory in our fribtdaium^ heoavse we know that God U with us^ thai He is our /riend, 
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our lives,** — J08BPH Smith, written in Liberty Jail, Missouri, Sunday, December 16, 
1838. 

Vol. III. February 1, 1906. No. 11. 



THE POWER OF TRUTH. 

[The following article, and those that will follow it in succeeding issues of 
The Journal, is taken from a choice work presented by Apostle Heber J. Grant 
to President Ben E. Rich, at Christmas. The author is William George Jordan. | 

Truth is the rock foundation of every great character. It is loyalty to the 
right as we see it; it is courageous living of our lives in harmony with our 
ideals; it is always — power. 

Truth ever defies full definition. Like electricity, it can only be explained 
by noting its manifestation. It is the compass of the soul, the guardian of con- 
science, the final touchstone of right. Trutli is the revelation of the ideal ; but 
it is also an inspiration to realize that ideal, a constant impulse to live it. 

Lying is one of the oldest vices in the world ; ' It made its debut in the 
first recorded conversation in history, in a famous interview in the Garden of 
Eden. Lying is a sacrifice of honor to create a wrong impression. It is mas- 
querading in misfit virtues. Truth can stand alone, for it needs no chaperone 
or escort. Lies are cowardly, fearsome things that must travel in battalions. 
They are like a lot of drunken men, one vainly seeking to support another. 
Lyin^ is e partner and accomplice of all the other vices. It is the cancer of 
moral degeneracy in an individual life. Truth is the oldest of all the virtues; 
it antedated man, it lived before there was man to perceive it or to accept it. 
It is unchangeable, the constant. Law is the eternal truth of nature — the unity 
that always produces identical results under identical conditions. When a man 
discovers a great truth in Nature he has the key to the understanding of a 
million phenomena; when he grasps a great truth in morals he has in it the 
key to his spiritual recreation. For the individual, there is no such thing as 
theoretic truUi ; a great truth that is not absorbed by our whole mind and lif*?, 
and has not become an inseparable part of our living, is not real truth to us. If 
we know the truth and do not live it, our life is— a lie. 

In speech, the man who makes truth his watchword is careful in his words: 
he seeks to be accurate, neither under-stating nor over-coloring. He never staves 
as a fact that of which he is not sure. What he says has the ring of sinceritv. 



Digitized by 



Google 



178 ELDERS* JOURNAL 

he hallmark of pure gold. If he praises yx)u, you receipt hU statement as "net ;" 
you do not have to work out a problem in mental arithmetic on the side to see 
what discount you ought to make before you accept his judgment. His promise 
counts for something, you accept it as being as good as his bond, you know thit 
no matter how much it may cost him to verify and fulfill his word by his deed, he 
will do it. His honesty is not policy. The man who is honest merely because 
it is "the best policy" is not really honest. He is only jwlitic, Uusually wueh 
a man would forsake his seeming loyalty to truth and would work overtime for 
the devil — if he could get better terms. 

Truth means "that which one troweth or believes." It is living simply and 
squarely by our belief; it is the externalizing of a faith in a series of actions. 
Truth is ever strong, courageous, virile, though kindly, gentle, calm and restful. 
There is a vital diffierence bettween error and untruthfulness. A man may be 
in error and yet live bravelly by it; he who is untruthful in his life knows the 
truth, but denies it. The one is loyal to wiiat he believes, the other is traitor to 
whait he knows. 

"Wlbat is truth?" Pilate's great question, asked of Christ near two thpusan'l 
years ago, has echoed unamswered through the ages. We get constant revela- 
tions of parts of it, glimpses of constantly new phases, but never complete, 6aa' 
definition. If we but live up to the truth that we know, and seek ever to know 
more, we have put ourselves into the spiritual attitude of receptiveness to know 
truth in the fullness of its power. Truth is the sun of morality, and, like that 
lesser sun in the heavens, we can walk by its light, live in its warmth and life, 
even if we see but a small part of it, and receive but a microscopic fraction of 
its rays. 

Which of the great religions of the world is the real, the final, the absolute 
truth? We must make our individual choice, and live by it as best we can. 
Every new sect, ever new cult, has in it a grain of truth at least ; it is this that 
attracts attention and wins adherents. This mustard seed of truth is often 
over-estimated, darkening the eyes of man to the untrue parts or phases of the 
varying religaous faiths. But in exact pro(portion to the basic truth they contain, 
do religions last, become permanent and growing, and satisfy and inspire the 
hearts of men? Mushrooms of error have a quick growth, but they exhaust their 
vitality and die ; but truth still Kves. 

The man who makes the acquisition of wealth the goal and ultimatum of his 
life, seeing it as an end rather than a means to an end, is not true. Why does 
the world usually make wealth the criterion of success, and riches the synonym of 
attainment? Real success in life means the individuars conquest of himself; it 
means "how he has bettered himself," not "how has he bettered his fortune?'' 
The great question of life is not "What have I?" but "What am I?" 

Man is usually loyal to what he most desires. The man who lies to save a 
penny merely proclaams tiiat he esteems a penny more than he does his honor. 
He who sacrifices his ideals, truth and character, for mere money or position, is 
weighing his conscience in one pan of a scale against a bag of gold in the other. 
He is loyal to what he finds the heavier, that which he desires the more — thr» 
money. But this is not truth. Truth is the heart's loyalty to abstract right, 
made manifest in concrete instances. 

The tradesman who lies, cheats, misleads and overcharges, and then seeks to 
square himself witih his anaemic conscience by saying, "lying is aibsolutely neces- 
sary to business," is as untrue in his statement as he is in his acts. He justifies 
himself with the same petty defense as the thief who says it is necessary to 
steal in order to live. The permanent business prosperity of an individual, a 
city, or a nation rests finally on commercial integrity alone, despite all that the 
cynics may say, or all the exceptions whose temporary success may mislead 
them. It Is truth alone that lasts. 

The politician who is vacillating, temporizing, shifting, constantly trimming 
his sails to catch every puflf of wind of popularity, is a trickster who succeeds 
only until he is found out. A lie may live for a time. A lie Jiever lives by its 
own vitality, it merely continues to exist because it Simulates truth.. When it 
is unmasked it dies. 

When each of four newspapers in one city puts forth the claim that its 
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circulation is larger than all the others combined, there must be an error Bome- 
wheie. ^Vbe^e there is untruth there is always conflict, discrepancy, impoBsr- 
bility. If all the truths of life and experience from the first second of time, or 
for any section of the eternity, were brought together, there would he perfeel 
harmony, perfect accord, union and unity; but if two lies come together, they 
quarrel and seek to destroy each other. 

It is in the trifles of daily life that truth should be oar constant guide and 
inspiration. Truth is not a dress-suit, consecrated to special occasions; it is 
the strong, well-woven, duraUe homespun for daily living. 

The man who forgets his promises is untrue. We rarely lose si^ht of those 
promises made to us for our individual benefit; these we regard as cheques we 
always seek to cash at the earliest moment. *'The miser never forgets wh^re 
he hides his treasures," says one of the old philosophers. Let us cultivate that 
sterling honor that holds our word 80 supremi3, so sacred, that to forget it would 
seem a crime, to deny it would be imposedble. 

The man who says pleasant things and makes promises whidi to him are 
lig^t as air. but to some one else seem the rock upon which a life's hope is built, 
is cruelly untrue. He <wbo does not regard biis appointments, carelessly breaking 
them or ignoring them, is the thoughtless thief of another's . time. It reveato 
selfishness, carelessness, and lax busiikess morals. It is untrue to the simplest 
justice of life. 

Men who split hairs with their conscience, who mislead others by deft, sfarewi 
phrasing, which may be true in letter yet lying in spirit, and designedly uttere*! 
to produce a false impression, are untruthful in tiie most cowardly way. Such 
men would cheat even in the game of solitaire. Like murderers, they forgive 
themselves their crime in congratulating themselves on the cleverness of their aMbi. 

The parent who preaches honor to his child and gives false statistics about 
the child's age to the inspector, to save ipayting full fane, is not true. 

The man who keeps his religion in camphor all the week, and takes it out 
only on Sunday, is not true. He who seeks to get the highest wages for the 
least possible amount of service is not true. The man -who has to sing lullabies 
to his conscience before *he himself can sleep is not true. 

(To be continued.) 



EXPLANATION OF SUBSTITUTED NAMES IN THE BOOK OF DOC 
TRINE AND COVENANTS. 

BY APOSTLB OBSON PBAIT. 

For the edification of the saints we will give some explanation concerning 
certain names in connection with several reflations in the Book of Doctrine and 
Covenants. By reference to section 78^ it will be perceived that the Lord gave 
a revelation to "Enoch** in relation to "a permanent and everlasting establish- 
ment and order" for the benefit of tihe poor. Many of the saints unacquainted 
with the circumstances, have wondered whether the names, "Enoch." "Gazelaro." 
**Aha8hdah," "Pelagoram," etc., mentioned in that secti<», together with those of 
similar character, mentioned in other sections, were really ancient personages and 
ancient places and things, or those of the present age. All these names have ref- 
erence to modern persons, places and tMngs of our day. Indeed, when these revela- 
tions were first received by the Prophet Jose|A, the real names were given ; and it 
wafs not until months, and in regard to some of them, even years had passed away 
before the names were altered and others bearing an ancient appearance were 
substituted. 

We often had access to the manuscripts when boarding with the prophet; 
and it was our delight to read them over and over again before they were printed. 
And so highly were they esteemed by us that we committed some to memory ; and 
a few we copied for the puri>ose of reference in our absence on missions ; and alsi 
to read them to the Saints for their edification. These copies are still in our pos- 
session. WTien at length the time arrived to print the manuscripts, it was thought 
best not to puMish them all on account of our enemies who were seeking every 
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means to destroy the Prophet and the Church. On account, however, of the great 
anxiety of the church to see them in print it was concluded through the sugges- 
tions of the Spirit that by altering the real names given in the manuscripts, and 
substituting fictitious ones in their stead, they might thus safely appear in print 
without endangering the welfare of the individuals whose real names were con- 
tained therein. It was by this means that several revelations were permitted to 
appear in print in the first edition, that otherwise would have been withheld from 
the knowledge of the saints, perhaps for many long years, or ac least until moiv; 
favorable circumstances would have permitted them to have been made public. 

It may be' asked, had the prophet a right to alter names given by revelation 
and substitute fictitious ones in their stead? We reply that it is only the printed 
edition that contains the substituted names, while the original manuscripts, that 
are safely preserved in the hands of the church contain the names as they were- 
originally given. Moreover, the substitution of fictitious names for persons and 
places does not alter or destroy the sense or ideas contained in the revelations. 
But what the Prophet did in relation to this thing was not of himself ; he was dic- 
tated by the Holy Ghost to make these substitutions, for the time being until it 
should be wisdom for the true names to appear. That he was thus inspired is cer- 
tain from the fact that at the very time that he made these substitutions, he also 
received much additional light; and by revelation line was added upon lin<^ to 
several of the sections and paragraphs about to be published. But some may 
inquire, are not the Almighty's revelations perfect when they are first giveji ; 
and df so, where was the propriety of the Lord's adding anything to them, when 
they were already perfect? We reply that ewry word of God is petfect; but He 
does not reveal all things at once, but adds *'line upon line, precept upon precept, 
hens a little and there a little," revealing as the people are able to bear, or as 
circumstances require. But these were not the only rev^ations to which the Lord 
made additions ; for when the king of Judah burned the book of revelations whioh 
God gave by the mouth of Jeremiah, God commanded Jeremiah to re- write I he 
same. "Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the s.m 
of Neriah, who wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah, all the words of the bo»>k 
whdch Jehoichim, king of Judea had burned in the fire ; and there were added be- 
sides unto them many like words." (Jer. xxxvi, 32). 

The Lord, therefore, adds to his own revelations whenever He thinks proper; 
but He has expressly forbidden man to make any additions. The higher preroga- 
tive of adding to an inspired revelation belongs to the Lord only ; hence the LorJ 
added by the mouth of Joseph "line upon line, here a little and there a littl'/* 
to some of the mansucript copies which were about to be published. 

A singular ching transpired in ancient America. God expressly forbad-^ 
the Prophet Mormon to write all the revelations contained in the numerous rec- 
ords of his forefathers. He was only permitted to make a small abridgemon«-, 
called the Book of Mormon, and he states that not one-hundredth part was o^^r- 
mitted to be copied into the abridgement. The* Lord declaring to him that H> 
would try the faith of the Gentiles and of the nations of the latter times to see 
whether they would receive this abridgement; if so, He would give them more; 
but if not. He would withhold the greater things to their condemnation. 

To add to or diminish the light to be offered to a generation or individual, 
is in strict accordance vdth the wisdom, mercy and justice of God. When a 
generation or individual is faithful to the light already given. God has prom i soil 
to add more, and will cause that the light shall grow brighter and brighter unt»l 
the perfect day. But when men despise the light and treat it with contempt, U^ 
will withhold from them and diminish that which they already have, until their 
minds become entirely enveloped in darkness, and they thus prepare themselves 
to dwell with the prince of darkness, and to be cast into outer darkness, where 
there are wailing and gnashing of teeth, and where no ray of heavenly light can 
penetrate their dark and dismal abode. This will be the fearful state of the 
wicked, because they love darkness rather than light, and will not come to the 
light that their deeds may be reproved. 



It's a poor religion that lets the prayer meeting hide the poor. 
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LATTER-DAY SAINTS' CHURCH AT RODDY, SOUTH CAROLINA. 

This issue we present a picture of our Church building at Roddy, in Ibc 
South Carolina Conference. It was built in the spring of 1897, and is 16x22 feet. 
Elders Parker and Grordon were the Elders who suggested the advisability of build- 
ing the house ; Elders Millet and Call roofed in the structure, and Elders Andrus 
and Taylor were the first Elders to preach in it. The Saints there all contributed 
liberally of their means to erect it. Elder John Sanders was Sunday School Super- 
intendent at the beginning of the work, a position now held by Brother Samuel T. 
Blue. The above picture was taken on December 10, at the dose of Sunday 
School, so that we have the faces of those who attend Sabbath School there, all of 
whom are of the Catawba Indian tribe. It is said the Catawbas came from Canada 
about the year 1600, and first settled in North Carolina. They were then a large 
nation, but wars with other tribes and smallpox decimated their numbers. At 




present there are only eighty ^seven in the State of South Carolina, three-fourths 
of which number are members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
The first missionaries to preach to them were Elders Henry Miller and Charles 
Robinson, in May, 1883. Elder Robinson's home was in Montpelier, Idaho, and he 
died in the harness at King's Mountain, S. C. In May, 1885, Elders W. G. Oragun 
and F. A. Fraughton visited the Catawba tribe. They held two or three meeting!!, 
and were mobbed on the night of May 25, 1885. Elders W. E. Bingham and 
Cragun slipped into Roddy by walking through the woods in- the day time and part 
of the night. They spent part of a day and two nights in the woods. On Sunday, 
August 2nd, 1885, Elders Cragun and Bingham called a meeting and organized & 
Sunday School, with Alonzo Canty as Superintendent. About thirtyjeight of the 
Indians baptized have gone West. There are at present about the same number 
remaining, all faithful and loyal to the Church. 



Elder C. L. Pritchett, of Fairview, Utah, sends in nine new subscribers, and 
says: **I am deeply interested in the Joubnal, and esipecially with the news 
from the Old Dominion State, her people, and the Elders laboring there. I learned 
to love the ^Saints and friends in old Virginia, and invoke the blessings of a kind 
and loving father upon them, for the many kindnesses and acts of charity to the 
Eklers in the time of need." 



Digitized by 



Google 



182 ELDERS' JOURNAL 

JANUARY REVIEW. 

Alabama — On Deoember 23 memorial services were held with the Saints in 
the different counties where the Elders are laboring. Very enjoyable timt's 
were reported by aJll wiho took part in the services commemorating the birth of 
the latter-day Prophet. Special attention was given to the divine mission of 
Joseiph Smith and his successors, end the work they performed in the one hun- 
dred years just past. On January 7 five Edders met at Wright's Holmes County. 
Florida, and held a branch conference. Good crowds of strangers and investi- 
gators attended, and all seemed interested. Bighrt meetings were held, includin;; 
one at the water's edge, where President Jesse F. Bean administered baptism 
to one applicant. There will probably be more in the near future. Work is 
being carried on in the city of Mobile. The friends that were found last wintei 
are being cultivated, and an extra effort is being made to overcome prejudice, .so 
that those who are looking for the truth may see it in the Gospel message ihnr 
the unpopular Elders present. Good health plevaiJs among tjhe Elders, and nil 
seem to be enjoying the good treatment they have neceived formerly in tiiis part 
of the conference. 

East Tennessee — Eiders Taylor, Hobson, Barker and Jensen have oon- 
chided their work in Johnson City, Washington County, where they have bee;t 
very successful in getting the message of salvation before the people, and have 
made some good friends who are investigating the Crospel. They are now on 
their way to the southern counties, where they will labor during the winter. 
On Deoember 26 ESder Sylvester Broadbent was honorably released from pre- 
siding over the East Tennessee Conference, and Elder H. C. Ford was appointed 
to succeed him. We greatly regret to part with Elder Broadbent, as he was 
doing a good work and we had all learned to love him. On January 1 President 
Ford and Elder William Killian started visiting the Saints of Marion and Grundy 
Counties, teaching them their duties, encouraging them to pay their tithes anl 
offerings, so as to enjoy the promised blessings which thev have been depriving 
themselves of by not cJbeying these divine laws. Our Elders, after spending a 
pleasant Christmas week with Saints and friends, are now settled down to work 
with renewed determination to make the year 1906 one of rapid advancement 
for the i^yread of truth in this part of the Lord's vineyard. They all report 
good openings for missionary work in their respective counties, which is good 
news. BBders Johnson and Whiting, who are laboring in Rhea County, report 
having a gun drawn on them as they were leaving a gentleman*s (?) house, 
where they had called to deliver their Gospel message. They also heard of 
some bad threats being made by other parties, b^it they are gokig on with their 
work in fear of God and not of man. Owing to bad weather, with much rain, 
the Elders have been unable to do as much woik as they would like to hav* 
dome during the past month. 

Florida — On December 23 Joee?>h Smith memorial exercises were heM )iy 
the Elders to as many people as would listen to them. On the 28th, Eldei*^ 
W. A. Judy, J. A. Rnnsom and L. W. Hardy arrived in this conference from 
their homes to do missionary work, and on the 30th Elders Broadbent and 
Bagley arrived in Jacksonville for the same purpose. Pnesident Rich made us 
a visit on the 31st on his way to Nassau. A very interesting meeting was held 
in the evening, he being the principal speaker. On January 2 President Heatnn 
and Elder Phippen arrived in Jacksonville after a visit in the country preaching: 
tithing, etc. Next day Elders Ransom and Judy went to Newberry, Alachua 
Comity, Fla., where they joined Elders Durfee and Nelson. Elders Nelson and 
Judy are tracting Citrus County and Elders Durfee and Ransom will visit Saints 
a short time and then tract Pope County. On the 4th Elder Hardy went to 
Bepanalo, St. Johns County, -where he was met by Elders Bocker and J. C. 
Farr. He will labor in that county with Elder Farr. Elder Bocker went to 
Orlando some time during the next few days and there met Elder Phippen, who 
also left there on the 4th. They will do city work in Orlando for the next few 
weeks. President Rich returned to Jacksonville from Nassau on January 8th. 
haying decided not to send Elders there. President Rich lo^ft on the evening? 
train for Chattanooga. On January 11th Elders Broadbent and Bagley went U> 
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Tampa, where they' will do city work. On Jamwry 19th, President Ileaton went 
to Chattanooga to attend the Conference of Conference Presidents. 

Geoboia — The past month has found the laborers of (this conference in the 
collar, pushing onward in the good work. Good health has generally prevailed 
throughout, with a slight exception, and all are aWe to battle on. Four ne^w 
converts have been led into tne waters of baptism, W. C Shipley and Geo. M. 
Gooch> officiating?. Many meetings are held each week in th« cities of Atlanta. 
Augusta and Macon, most of them being held in cottages. All look for a greater 
harvest ijhis year than ever before. 

Kentucky — ^The month opened up with good weather prevailing and all 
the Elders enjoying good health, also desiring to go forth and perform th<!ir 
duty. All the EMders have been working very diligently throughout the Con- 
ference, teaching tlve Sainits the principles of tithing and fast offerings, and they 
have met with good success. Many of the Saints who did not understand 
these offerings before now have a desire to pay their tithing and fast offering?*. 
On the 28th of IKecoanber President Crockett and Elder Stevens left Owingsvilie 
to go to Fleming County and visit the Saints and friends. Elder A. S. Mechara, 
who was transferred from the Ohio Conference to continue his labors in tae 
Kentucky Conference, arrived on th(^ 10th of January. We are glad to have 
Elder ^lecham join our ranks. On the 12th President Crockett and Elder D. A. 
Penrod returned from Fleming County, and they report finding the Saints all 
well. The month closes with all the Elders enjoying good health, and working 
hard for the spread of truth and righteousness. 

Middle Tennessee — This month has passed with all of the Elders enjoying 
good health, altiiongh some write that they have taken bad colds during the 
changeable weather hoiv? lately. Elder A. O. Jackson has had a touch of rheuma- 
tism again. EJlders Woodward and Bonham met with the Saints and friends 
at Arrington. Williamson County, Sunday, January 7, and held three very suc- 
cessful meetings, having some to attend that had never heard the Elders before. 
We have appointments there for the first Sunday in each month, and much 
good will be accomplished. Ehlers Roberts and 'Bagley arrived in this city on 
the 10th, stating they oad met with fair success wfliile visiting among the 
Saints in the interest of tithing and fast offerings. Eld»r Roberts, not feeling 
very well, stayed in Nashville to work, while Elder Bonham took his companion. 
Elder Bagley, and started for West Tennessee. Elders Shields and Gillmsn 
arrived in Memphis and found the people very friendly, and some good Saints 
in that part of the Conference. Most of the Elders have arrived in their coun- 
ties and desire to make their message one of success in gatliering out the honost. 
The month closed with beautiful weather prevailing. We met with good success 
where we held services in honor of our beloved brotner and Prophet, whose 
likeness we beheld on these pages. Some of the Elders could not get places 
to hold services, while others stated that they were not notified in time. Elders 
Woodward, Bonham and President Grant were privileged to meet with several 
Saints and friends at the home of "Grandma" Mathews at Nashville Sunday, 
December 24. Elder J. B. Woodward spoke upon the life of the Prophet. Presi- 
dent J. W. Grant showed by the teachings of the BiWe that the Lord always 
had a prophet to direct His affairs on earth, whenever He had dealings with 
His people, bearing testimony tihat Joseph Smith was one of these noble and 
honored men sent by the Father in this the latter dispensation, and that thos*? 
who had succeeded him were men sent in like manner. 

Mississippi— On December 2.3 President E. D. Buchanan and Elder D. A. 
Tidwell met wdth the Saints and friends at Meridian and held memorial services 
in honor of the Prophet Joseph Smith's one hundredth birthday, and a very good 
time was enjoyed by all present. Nearly all the Saints took 'part and rendered 
selections appropriate for such a memorable occasion. Elders Jenks and Jeppsou 
held services at Denmark, Lafayette County, and Elders Kennington and Cheney 
at Teaadale. Tlie other Elders were not fortunate enough to be where they 
could meet with Saints and friends on this occasion. On th^ 26th Eldt'r 
Orren R. Williams of Salina, Utah, arrived in this city to assist in the fipread of 
truth. He is the only Elder to join our ranks this month. The year closed with 
(Continued on page 186.) 
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BEN E. RICH, Editor. JAMES H. WALLI8, A880CIATB<Editob. 



EDITO RIAL. 



ANOTHER CHURCH BURNED TO THE GROUND. 

While President Fitt, of the North Carolina Conference, was in Chatanooga 
on January 23, he received word that a mob had set fire to the church on Harker's 
Island, N. C, and destroyed it. This building had been erected by the handful of 
members of the church on that island, and by the Elders laboring there at the time, 
at a grea,t sacrifice, impoverishing themselves so that they might have a place :u 
which to worship. The island lies in the Atlantic several miles from the coast line, 
and the Saints there floated most of their lumber over, because of the absence of an^ 
material there, suitable for the purpose, the Elders doing the carpenter work and 
making the benches and a liioe pulpit. The Saints are all poor, depending entirely 
upon what they make at fishing for their living, and it is a great loss to them, 
for they had the finest church on the island. They had recently pleaded wiih 
President Rich to send them an Elder who could teach a school for them, so that 
their children might be educated. Elder Wm. A. Petty was sent there the middle 
of the month and had made desks and other necessary furniture in order to start 
school last Monday. The school will now be opened in one of the homes of th^j 
Saints, until it is decided what better to do. Not satisfied with destroying th-»ir 
place of worship, the mob now threatens the lives of the Elders there, while the 
following report of the occurrence, published in Sunday's Chattanooga Times, 
intimates that notice has been served on the missionaries that unless they at once 
leave the island they will receive a coating of tar and feathers : 

RAXjEIGCH, iN. C, Jan. 27.— 'A special to the Evening Times from Newberne. N. C. 
says: Citizens of Harker'» Island and Core sound, became indignant at efforts of Mor- 
mon missionaries to establish a church In that vicinity and set fire to the bulldinp 
where they held services and destroyed it. The missionaries themselves were told to 
spare no time In getting away; that If they should loiter over long on the island a 
coat of tar and feathers would be presented. 

We submit to the proper authorities of the State of North Carolina that the 
individual who sent the above newspaper r^eport of the burning of the church Ls 
either one of this mob of "citizens (?)" or a responsible party to the transaction. 
Certain it is that he is in a position to give informaton to the officers of the law 
that will lead to the arrest of the guilty parties, and we submit to the proper 
officials that here is a good starting point for them to work on. If there is any 
regard for the constitutional rights of the citizens of North Carolina in the 
free and untrammeled worship of God according to the dictates of their own 
conscience, then let the men chosen to uphold, honor and sustain the law protect 
the people in those rights. Let it not be said that these officials sat supinely by 
and winked at such offenses. It is bad enough when mobs attempt the destruction 
of public buildings in order to satiate their wrath upon some poor wretch incnr- 
ce rated therein; but it is infinitelj^ worse whon "citizens" (?) march with tho 
fireibrand in their hands and burn down the house of worship which has be^n 
erected to the name of God by a handful of poor, unoffending religious worshippers. 
If the powers of a grand jury and the armed forces of a State can be invoked !o 
mete out justice to the mob who attempts the destruction of a county jail, surely 
the strong arm of the law should be stretched out when the temple of Gk)d, be it 
ever so humble, is burned to ashes by "citizens (?)." If a Presbyterian church 
should be set on fire by a mob of Mormons, we presume there wouJd be a demand 
go up all over the country for the summary annihilation of that people by the 
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anned foroes af both state and nation. We submit in all earnestness that the 
proper officials of North Caroline take steps looking to the arrest and punishment 
of the inhuman wretches who destroyed the Barker's Island church, and at the 
same time we submit to the Senate committee who are investigating the Smoot 
question, and who are so fearful as to whether Mormons are law-abiding or not," 
that here is food for thought in connection with their labors. 



THE FAITHFUL TITHE- PAYER OF THE SOUTH. 

The Saints in tl^ (Southern States ^Mission are to be justly commended for 
the noble response they have made in the observance of the law of tithing. During 
the three months ending January 15, 1906, there was more tithing paid than at anv 
other period in the history of the 'Mission. It seemed as though the spirit of Our 
Father in Heaven rested upon the people and pointed out unto His children their 
duty in this regard. In many, many instances, the Saints had never understood 
this principle before; some were under the impression that it only applied to 
gathered Saints, and some misunderstood it in its practice. The articles in The 
JouBNAL, the letters which have been written from this office to the Saints, the 
Elders who have traveled amon^ the people, specially to teach the law of tithing, 
and the noble sentiments we have published from the Saints observing this law. 
have all been successful agencies in the hands of the. Lord in bring^ing about the 
grand results stated; but above and over all has been the blessings of our 
Heavenly Father, without which all our labors are in vain. 

We trust the Saints will not srlacken in their good woi^s during the year 1906. 
Tithing should be paid in its season. The person who works for wages shocid 
pay one-tenth to the Lord before spending any portion of it. The farmer should 
pay the cash value of one-tenth of his crop or increase directly he is able ro 
ascertain what the amount is. The boy or girl who works and earns a salary 
should be as loyal to this principle as their fathers and mothers, because the 
blessings of the Lord is promised to all alike, in observing this law. 

How very glad we would be could we only publish the noble expressions 
contained in the letters of the Saints who have sent in their tithing! Our souls 
swell with gratitude to our Heavenly Father to know that we are associated in 
the ministry with such a faithful band. But while our limited space will not 
permit us to publish these words of good- will, it is so very comforting to know 
that there is One above who records the good deeds of His faithful children, and 
that in the day when He shall make up Hi^ jewels, the good people of the 
South, who have been "buried with Him in baptism,*' and who remain faithful to 
the end, wiU be bright gems in His diadem. This is better and more endurable 
than all the*^ praise of men, and must be a source of great consolation to those who 
are proving by their works, as well as by their faith, that they are in very deed 
the children of "Our Father, who art in Heaven." 



THE GROWING POPULARITY OF THE JOURNAL. 

Strange as it may seem to our readers, we issued over six hundred subscription 
receipts for the Joubnal during the month of January. This will give our friends 
some idea of the growing popularity of our little Mission paper. Every mail 
brings in the names of new subscribers from all over the South and West, and 
we deeply appreciate the kind help that is being rendered. The Journal seems 
to have bounded into popularity at one grand leap, and we have improvements 
under contemplation which will make it more valuable. We simply are unable to 
publish the beautiful expressions which have accompanied these several hundred 
remittances, but we thank one and all for the noble words they have spoken in 
behalf of the Joubnal and the encouraging sentiments they have written us. We 
only regret* that we haven't room to print them so that others may take comfort 
from them also, but we shall alwaj^ deeply appreciate these words of good-will. 
We have given room for several letters from Zion. because we knew the Saints 
and friends among whom these Elders labored would be glad to know they had not 
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forgotten the scenes of tbeir former operations — and the kind hands who awn- 
Istered to their wants. 



The Meeting of the Conference Presidents at Chattanooga was one of tfa« 
grandest occasions ever experienced in the Southern States Mission. The Confer- 
ence convened on Saturday, January 20, and did not get through until Wednesday 
night. Our next issue will contain a full report of the proceedings, and will be a 
very valuable number for the Elders in the Mission. It will be accompanied witJi 
a full page picture of the Conference Presidents and the missionaries at 
headquarters. If extra copies are needed, orders should be sent in at once. They 
will be five cents each. 



We ABE out of "Friendly Discussion" tructs, but will have another edition 
ready within two or three weeks. This notification will explain why orders for 
these tracts will be substituted until we get the "Friendly Discussion" pamphlet in. 



Colonist Rates will be in effect between February 15th and March 7th ; 
also September 15th to October 31st. All Saints or x)ersons going West sboiild 
write this ofllce for quotations on price of colonists* tickets. 



DATES FOR HOLDING CONFERENCES. 

President Ri<3h lias arranged for Conferences to be held as follows : 

Alabama — ^At Mobile, February 4. 

Mississippi — ^At Jackson or Meridian, February 11. 

Kentucky — At Louisville, February 18. 

East and Middle Tennessee — At Nashville, February 25. 

Virginia — At Richmond, March 4. 



JANUARY REVIEW. 

(Continued.) 



the Elders in good health, excepting Elder Cheney, who was sick at Teasdale, and 
Elder Savage at Sturges. On January 1 President E. D. Buchanan and Elder 
Williams left Meridian to visit tlie Saints in the soutihem counties in the incr- 
est of tithing, leaving Elder D. A. Tidwell in the city of Meridian. On January 
2 President E. D. Buchanan and Elder O. R. Williams baptized one more into 
the fold at Lumberton, Miss. This was the only baptism in our Conference this 
month. On January 6 Elders Kennington and Cheney were separated at Millviile. 
Elder Cheney was assigned to assist Elder Anderson on the new meeting house 
and Elder Gourley was assigned to labor with Elder Kennin^irton in the country. 
The Elders reported the roads in bad condition and many of the streams over- 
flowing. Elders Savage and Cheney have been sick most of the past month. On 
the 15th President Buchanan and Elder Williams returned to this city to prf- 
pare the Conference neports for the year 1905. Also to make arangements to 
meet with the Conference Presidents in Chattanooga on the 20th and 21st. 

Nobth Carolina — Our Elders are enjoydng good health, also the spirit and 
labors of the Grospel. Persecution has been heaped upon some of our Saints 
during this month. Six Elders were requested to spend Christmas on HarkevVs 
Island with the Saints and friends. On the way over they were made aware 
that the adversary had been aroused, for as they entered the boat that won id 
take them over there a certain official of Beaufort City stepped up to Ehier 
A. Andrus, who was the last of the Elders to enter the boat, and asked : **Ar'? 
you fellows Mormons?" The answer was. "Yes, sir." He then went to the capta n 
of the boat and said: "I want yon to throw these Mormons overboiird, and aot 
allow them to go to Harker's Island." The captain took the Ellders to the 
island and when they arrived there they found that a minister (?) had be-?n 
over there for some time telling the x)eople that they would see no more Mormon 
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Elders, as they would be allowed to come no fartlier than Beaufort, aleo nia- 
. lining the Mormon people and misrepresenting the principles of the Gospel tliey 
teach. So sucoessful was he among our enemies that violence was aroused. Im- 
mediately after tl»y had held a mutual improvement meeting, some ruffian fired 
through the window of the meeting house, t)reaking a number of lights, ihe 
shot lodging in the walls of the room. No one was in the building at th^^ time 
of the shooting. The Saints on the island had ap{>l'ied for a school, and it wa?! 
decided to establish one there. Tins aroused the animosity of the enemy to 
the extent that about January 18 the comfortable little church built by the 
Saints by means of having to sacrifice the necessities of daily . life in many 
instances, that they might have a place to worship Qod accordinig to the dic- 
tates of their conscienoes, and where they could enjoy the religion they have 
embraced, was burned to the ground, but a private house has been obtained in 
which to hold meetings and in which the school will be established. One of the 
Saints on the island while hunting had one of his hands accidentally shot off by 
his companion. He is recovering nicely. 

Ohio — ^There have been two arrivals during the month, that of A. R. 
Mecham and J. F. Corbett, both Elders recently from Zion. The former wan 
assigned to labor in Toledo, the latter in Dayton. Elder A. S. (Mecham, who hai 
been laboring in Columbus, was transferred to the Kentucky Conference. By th«t 
request of Preerident Ben. E. Rich the Elders and Saints of Ohio celebrated the 
one hundredth anniversary of the birtih of the Prophet Joseph Smith by holding 
memorial services. All the Elders in writing from the different parts of th« 
state speak of their glorious success, especially of the excellent programs that 
were rendered, the beautiful spirit that prevailed and the good impressions tbat 
were left on the minds of visitors. All join in the assertion that a grem 
amount of good has resulted from the several services, especially in the line of 
allaying prejudice. On December 22 a Christmas Eve social was held by the 
Elders, faints and friends in Cincinnati, where an excellent and enjoyable 
program was rendered. Previous to the conclusion of the program Elders 
Conrad and Moser were very agreeably surprised by being presented with a purst« 
of $11.50 for their Christmas, the amount having been subscribed by the Saints 
and friends. During the latter part of the month President C. S. Jones ha? 
been visiting Saints and friends in Adams County, where he, in connection witfi 
Elders Baxter and Johnson, held a few very successful meetings. The result i^ 
that a good field has been opened up for effective work in the future. The 
condition of the conference is very good and all the Elders are enjoying excellent 
health. 

SocTH Cabouna — ^The opening of this month finds the Elders in \h^ir 
new fields of labor (the south or lower counties), reporting that the Lord has 
prepared the way before them, and has caused that the spirit of kindness is 
settling upon all. No rough treatment has been shown our Elders, and we ar^ 
led to rejoice in the blessings of the Lord. Every pair of Elders had the privilege 
of holding services in honor of the Prophet Joseph Smith, and in each meeting 
an abundance of the Holy Spirit was felt and much good has been accomplished 
by the holding of these meetings. Although the weather has been somewiiat wei 
and uncomfortable, yet we feel that a good work has been done. Elders W. E. 
Jones and M. C. Smith suprised the Reverend Chas. E. Smith of Charleston by 
announcing themselves in his congregation after he had pouned into his hearera 
the old pack of falsehoods that have been rehearsed in almost all pulpits. 
The Elders told him they were from Utah and were representing the "Mormon 
Church," and desired a few minutes' time in rectifying some of the remarks he 
had made. In rectifying them a short discussion ensued, which caused the min- 
ister some annoyance. After the short debate several of the people crowded 
around and congratulated the Elders on their bravery in resenting falsehoods 
and publishing the truth. The papers of Charleston have published a few articles, 
but showing up the side of the minister. Elders R. Norwood and A. M. Hammon 
came from Utah and Idaho to fill our ranks. They are both fine men. Baptisms 
by R. G. Booth, 5; A. W. Archibald. 1. 

Virginia — We have bad four Elders traveling among the Saints since Sep- 
tember, instructing them along the lines of their duty, and especially encouraging 
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them to pay their tithing and subscribe for the Journal. They traveled o?er 
a great jwrtion of the state, and no doubt much ^^)od wa« accomfplished. EJlder 
M. P. Oosby of the Kentucky Conference came into Richmond December 23 to 
labor among 'his relatives, who are quite numerous in Virginia. He is being 
reoeived kindly by them. Most of the Elders held memorial services Decemb«»r 
24, and report having had good meetings, quite well attended. Christmas was 
celebrated in Richmond in the usual way, by shooting fireworks and firecrackers, 
and such things as are ad flar from the true spirit of the occasion, as is popular 
Christianity. Elders Rands, Webb, Cosby, Winn, Gibbs and President Weight 
met at the Latter-day Saints Church at Golansville, Va., and held a branch 
conference. The weather was quite unfavorable, it raining and snowing. Two 
meetings were held Sunday, December 31, and a good spirit prevailed and som? 
good seed was sown. The Elders held meetings at the homes of several of ihe 
Saints during the week. On account of the rain and snowstorms of the first of 
the year Little River overflowed its banks and Elder Gibbs and President Weiirtt 
had the pleasure of wading: barefooted about one hundred yards in about two feet 
of its cold waters, with no ill result. They visited a number of Saints in ^he 
interest of tithing and the Journal, and were quite eucoesaful in their labor;*. 
The general health of the Elders is good, with the exception of some bad colds, 
caused by exposure whiie traveling to their several counties after laboring amon? 
the Saints in the interest of tithing and the Journal. The Elders are now 
getting located for their winter work and we hope the weather will permit of a 
ffood work being done. Elder J. I. Bowers is suffering from an old complaint, .i 
Izumeness in his foot. Elders H. J. Clark, D. E. BisftiOp and G. L. Morrison hav*> 
bad colds. 



NOTES OF THE FIELD. 



"I especially enjoy the poems found on the last page of the Journal," writes 
Sister Mary Anderson, of Salt Lake City, Utah. **They alone are more than 
worth the price of subscription." 



We appreciate the following words of encouragement from Apostle George 
A. Smith ; "I am glad to know that the subscription to the Journal is growing 
80 nicely. It is a splendid little volume, and reflects credit on the Mission." 



If Presidents of Missions will kindly maM us photographs of their head- 
quar^rs, with data, we will be glad to have cuts made and publish same in the 
Journal. This applies to foredgn missions as wiell as to those in the United 
States. 



"I like the Journal very much and am always interested in the Southern 
States Mission because my husband labored there so long. I have three boys, 
whom I hope will make as faithful missionaries as their father." So writes Sister 
Mary L. Morgan, of Hunt, Ariz. 



Baptismal certificates can be had by applying at Mission headquarters. 
No one should be baptized without receiving a membership certificate, and the 
Elders should always carry one or two with them, so that this important 
matter can be properly attended to at the time of the baptism. 



Among the many lettc^rs written to Rev. (?) J. Stoker Hunt, in reply to his 
tirade of abuse on our Elders, is one by Brother J. Allen Steadman. of Langley, 
S. C, containing about 35,000 words. Pnesident Little, of the Georgia Confer- 
ence, has read portions of it and pronounces it a meritorious production. 



We have received a copy of a letter written by Sister Lanni'* Rooks, of 
the Georgia Conference, in answer to the vicious attack made by Rev. (?) J. 
Stoker Hunt, and wliich was sent to him. We would have been glad to hav^ 
published it, had we the room. Undoubtedly many others have written to him 
in a similar strain. 
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In a letter received from President German E. Ellsworth of the Northern 
States Mission, he speaks words of appreciation of our missionary paper, and of 
the good work it is perfonming. He says it is always a most welcome visitor 
at their headquarters and would rejoice in seeing such a paper established in 
the interests of all the missions. 



Miss Pear] Robinson, the fourteen-year-old daughter of William Robinson, 
of Sheffield, Teno., carried home with her from the Baptist Sunday School a beau- 
tiful Bible which was given her as a prize for getting more of GkHi's promises t^ 
mankind from the Bible than any other member of the Sunday Sdiool. Pearl is 
a Latter-day Saint And we are proud of her and her achierement. 



Elders sending in tithing for the Saints must be very careful to give ihc 
proper initials, and addresses, and be sure the spelling is correct. This appiiei 
to Saints also, who send in tithing for their neighbors. It should be rememberoa, 
too, that this care should be taken in relation to ail matter addressed to che 
Mission. Considerable trouble and inconvenience caused in the past by thin 
neglect makes this note necessary, and we hope it will not be overlooked. 



Writing from Mclntyre, Fla., January 19th, 1906, Elders John W. Staples 
and Geo. L. Si>angenburg say: "Last Sunday we baptized five children. We 
had about fifty people present to witness the ceremony, but when we asbed them 
to go to the house of Brother Evans to witness the confirmation they coultlu*r 
all of them see it in that light, and about thirty dispersed. We have two mora 
applicants whom we will baptize next fast day. We are now visiting some 
Saints who have not seen the Elders for about seven years, and they wene very 
proud to have us with thecn." 



It is the desire of President Jos. F. Smith that the Juvenile Instrucior 
be in the families of the Saints, and at a recent meeting of the Deserot 
Sunday School Union Board it was unanimously decided to let the Saints in 
the respective Missions of the Church have the Juvenile for half price, viz, 
$1.00 per year. This is 25 cents cheaper than the cost of production. Thij 
offer is made to the Saints in the Missions only. It is expected the current 
volume will be one of exceptional interest to both young and old, and we feel 
confident that many, if not all, of the families of the Saints in the Southern 
States Mission will take advantage of this liberal offer. 



As an instance of the great faith exercised by some of the good Saints of the 
Southern States, we quote the following from a letter written by Sister Elizabeth 
Whittemore, of the Florida Conference: "I am glad to say that my husband has 
been baptized and is now one with us; also my mother and one brother. I am 
praying all the time now for my sisters and other brothers." And we feel that 
the Lord will hear the prayers of such a faithful soul, and answer them for good 
upon her head. She says further: '"Phere is one thing I can say and say it 
truthfully, that there never has been one principle of the Gospel made known to 
me yet by the Elders that I can not believe. I believe all of them, and would 
bate to be found speaking against one of them.'' 



The following pretty tribute was sent us to publish : "Two years a^o deatli 
entered the home of Mr. and Mrs. R. Q. Bailey, of Bluffton, S. C, and bore away 
their infant, Nora. She never stayed with them but one year and seven months, 
at which time the Lord plucked the little flower and transplanted it in His vine- 
yard, where He could nourish it in the palm of His hand. Oh, how hard it wan 
to give it up. Only those who have parted with loved ones can realize the trial 
it was, yet we bow in humble suiMnission to the will of Him who is too gracious 
to be unkind. We often think of the little angel and wonder if she looks at the 
approach of some one as they enter the place of rest with her little blue eyes to 
see if it is Papa or Mamma. While the hearts of the father and mother are sad- 
dened, they can only say, *We bow, dear Saviour, to Thy kind will, and will tiry 
to meet our dear little Nora.' " 
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Elikr Tidwell, writing from Meridian, Miss., December 30, says: "Nearly 
ten days ago we received a letter addressed to us, and the Saints of this city, tied 
up in a bunch of switches, informing us that unless we were out of the city by 
the end of the week ending December 23, we would be helped out. Here is a copy 
of the letter: 

To the Elders of the Mormon Church: We, the citizens of Meridian, take 
this means of warning you to leave the town, as you and your followers have 
caused the peace and happiness of some of our homes to be broken up with your 
so-called religion. Now, we are law-abiding citizens, and respect all laws of our 
country, and hope that we will not be forced to assist you and your kind to leave, 
but we will, if necessary, do so, if you and yours are not lout of town by the 
end of this wieek." 

We haven*t heard anything more about this, but we have stayed out of that 
part of the city and haven't done much during this time, when so much whisky 
is apparent. But we haven't felt uneasy over the letter, for it is not the senti- 
ment of the people of the city, as we are generally well treated. 



Writing from Cleveland, O., Jan. 6, 1906, Elder W. H. Smith says: "The 
night ibefore we held our Conference in «this State, Elder W. M. Orossley and my- 
self were called to the southeastern part of the State ,to conduct the funeral 
of one of our good Latter-day Saints. The people there were kind enough to let 
us have the M. E. Church to hold the services in. We remained in that i^rc 
for some time, and had the privilege of holding meetings in the town halls of 
Neflf, Ohio and Glencoe Counties. At the latter place the young ladies of tlie 
little town came out and sang for us. We remained there for three weeks and 
made many frietnds. From there we went up the eastern side of the Ohio and 
visited all the scattered saints. We found the most of tliem trying to do what 
is right. Those who had not paid their tithing expressed themselves as desirous 
of doing BO. Another big thing we noticed was that the saints wto were taking 
the Journal were enjoying more of the blessings of the Gospel and were in touch 
with the church. They were not like sheep without a sheipherd, as are those who 
do not take it. We found that the little paper is doing so much good that we 
put forth every effort and got all the saints we visited, with one exception, to 
subscribe for it. The saints who take it told us that the Joubnal was lik*^ :\ 
visit from the Elders. So from that we can see that it is doing a great deal of 
good." 



Elder M. Powell Cosby, of the Virginia Conference, writes: "Friday nigin. 
January 5, Sister Carpenter, her two daughters and her son, accompanied by 
Elder Jes5*3 AVinn and myself, attended the breaking up of a Methodist Sunday 
school at Golansville, Va. I had been invited to give a lecture on the "Sign.^ 
of the Times," and used a chart I have made to illustrate it with. After the 
exerci»?s one of the gentlemen in charge gave out my lecture. I used for uiy 
text the 24th chapter of Matthew. All went well till I got to the ninth vers?, 
which says, 'Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill yon : 
and ye shall be hated of all nations for my nam.3*s sake.* I made a few state- 
ments about how our people had been persecuted, even unto death, in fulfill- 
ment of this passage, and that Joseph Smith had been tried fifty times before 
the courts, and that, not being able to convict him, they murdered him in cold 
blood. Mr. Smith, one of the men in charge, couldn't bear to hear this name, 
so he stopped m«?, saying that history didn't give it that w^y. He said that 
the country had been flooded with anti-Mormon publications at the time, and 
that no one but our few followers cared to hear about him. Elder Winn rose 
Dp in the back of the house at that time and suggested that nothing moi-e ho 
said about that, and that I go on with the lecture. As soon as I got through 
Sister Carpenter said she wished to say a few words. She bore a strong testi- 
mony and said she knew what the despised ^^^ormon Elders are teaching is the truth, 
and the only plan that will exalt us in the presence of God; that she was glad 
that her children and she had accepted it and were counted worthy of being 
numbered among us. She told them *that if we were of the world the world 
would love its own, but that we had been chosen out of the world, therefore the 
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world hates us.* She then asked why it was that any other preacher except 
Mormon Elders would be invited to occupy the pulpit of any other church. Mr. 
Smith and the others sat in silence till she was through, then Mr. Smith said. 
*We want nothing but Christ and Him crucified,* and picked up his hat and said 
*Let*s go,* which they did, without singing or closing with prayer.** 



ARRIVALS. 

The following Elders arrived from Zion on Sunday, January 14. 1900: 
Amasa M. Hammon, Roy, Utah; Owen W. Ouyman, Huntington, Utah; Richard 
Norwood, Blackfoot, Idaho; Solomon L. Cox, Idaiho Falls, Idaho; Lars Walti'^r 
Woolsey, Safford, Arizona. 



RELEASES. 

Elder Creorge A. Phippen, of the Florida Conference, is honorably released to 
return home. 

Elder George A. Fresco tt, of the Kentu<dey Conference, is honorably relea«ied 
to return home. 

Elder Thomas O. Crowther, of the North Carolina Conferenoe, is honorably 
released to return home. 

Elder Clarence F. Coit)<ridge, of the Mississippi Conference, is honorai)Iy 
releaaed to return home. 

Elder Ephraim Y. Moore, of the Florida Conference, is honorably released to 
return home. 



APPOINTMENTS. 

Elder Hyrum C. Ford is appointed to preside over the East Tennessee Con- 
ference. 

Elders Amasa M. Hammon and Richard Norwood are appointed to labor in 
the South Carolina Conference. 

Elder Owen W. Guyman has been appointed to labor in the Georgia Con- 
ference. 

Elder S. L. Cox is appointed to labor in the Middle Tennessee Conference. 

Elder L. W. Woolsey is appointed to labor in the Mississippi Conference. 



TRANSFERS. 

Elder H. Wallace Olsen has been transferred from the Virginia Conferonco 
to Ohio. 

Elder LeRoy Baker has been transferred from the Virginia Conference* to 
Mississippi. 

Elder David E. Boam has been transferred from the South Carolina Oonfe'- 
ence to Kentucky. 

Elder Lorenzo F. DePriest is transferred from the North Carolina Confer- 
ence to Middle Tennessee. 

Elder M. Powell Cosby is transferred from the Kentucky Conference lo 
Virginia. 

Elder D. A. TidweM is transferred from the Mississippi Conferenoe ro 
Virginia. 

Elder Sylvester Broadbent is transferred from presiding over the East Ten- 
nessee Conference to labor in the Florida Conference. 

Elder L. Loraine Bagley is transferred from the Mission Office to labor in 
the Florida Conference. 

Elder John H. Gibbs is transferred from the Virginia Conference to labor 
in the Mission Office. 

Elder Geo. L. Morrison has been transferred from the Virginia Conference to 
Alabama, where he will preside upon President Bean being transferred to ih3 
Eastern States Mission. 
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Report of Mianon Cof^erenees for Two Weeks Ending January 20, 1906. 
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THE BRAVEST BATTLE. 

The bravest battie that ever was fought, 
Shall I tell you where and when? 

On the maps of the world you will find ic 
not: 
'Twas fought by the mothers of men. 

Nay, not with a cannon or battle shot, 

With sword or nobler pen; 
Nay, not with eloquent words or thought. 

From mouths of wonderful men; 

But deep In a walled-up woman's heart— 
Of woman that would not yield. 

But bravely, silently bore her part— 
Lo, there was the battlefield. 

No marshalling troops, no bivouac song, 
No banner to gleam and wave; 

But, lo! these battles, they last so long, 
From babyhood to the grave. 

Yet faithful still as a bridge of stars. 
She fights in her Walled-up town- 
Fights on and on in the endless wars, 
Then silent, unseen— goes down. 

Oh. ye with banners and battle shot, 
And soldiers to shout and praise, 

I tell you the klngllest victories fought 
Were fought in these silent ways. 

Oh, spotless woman in a world of shame! 

With a splendid and silent scorn. 
Go back to God as white as you came, 

The kingliei<t warrior born! 

—Joaquin Miller. 
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*' Seek to know God in your closets, call upon Him in the fields. Follow the direcliona of 
the Book of Mormon, and pray over and for your familieSy your eaitle, your fioeksj your herds, 
your cam and all things that you possess; ask the blessing of Qod upon all your labors, and 
everything thai you engage in. Be virtuous and pure; be men of integrity and truth; keep the 
Commandments of Qod, and then you will be able more perfectly to understand the difference 
between right and wrong — between the things of God and tlie things of men; and your path 
will be like that of the just, which shineth brighter and brighter unto the perfect </ay."---Jo8EPH 
Smith. June 15, 1842. 
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THE POWER OF TRUTH. 



(Continued from page 170.) 

[The following article, and those that will follow it in succeeding issues of The 
Journal, is taken from a choice work presented by Apostle Heber J. Grant to 
President Ben E. Rich, at Christmas. The author is Williaul George Jordan.] 

Truth is the straight line to morals. It is the shortest distance between a 
fact and the expression of it. The foundation of truth should ever be laid in 
childhood. It is then that parents should instill into the young mind the instant, 
automatic turning to truth, making it the constant atmosphere of the mind and 
life. Let the child know that **Truth above all things" should be the motto of 
its life. Parents make a great mistake when they look upon a lie as a disease 
in morals; it is not always a disease in itself, it is but a symptom. iBehiud 
every untruth is some reason, some cause, and it is this cause that should be 
removed. The lie may be the result of fear, the attempt to cover a fault ann 
to escape punishment ; it may be merely the evidence of an over-active imagina- 
tion; it may be the hunger for praise that leads the child to win attention inrl 
to startle others by wonderful stories; it may be merely carelessness in srpeecli, 
the reckless use of words; it may be acquisitiveness that makes lying the hand- 
maid of theft. But if, in the life of the child or the adult, the symptom be made 
to reveal the disease, and that be then treated, truth reasserts itself and the moraJ 
health is restored. 

Constantly telling a child not to lie is giving life and intensity to "the 
lie." The true metiiod is to quicken the moral muscles from the positive side, 
urge th5 child to be honest, to be faithful, to be loyal, to be fearless to the trurh. 

The parent must live truth or the child will not live it. The child will startle 
you with its quickness in pricking the bubble of your pretended knowledge; in 
instinctively piercing the heart of a sophistry without being conscious of proce5?s . 
in relentlessly enumerating your unfulfilled promises ; in detecting with the justice* 
of a court of equity a tedinicality of speech that is virtually a lie. He will 
justify his own lapses from tnith by appeal to some white lie told to a visitor, 
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and unknown to be overheard by the iittle one, w4iose mental powers we ever 
under-estimate in theory though we may overnpraise in words. 

Teach the child in a thousand waye directly and indirectly, the power of truch. 
Ihe beauty of truth, and the sweetness and rest of companionship witjh truth. And 
if truth be the rock-foundation of the child's character, as a fact, not as a theorv, 
the future of that child is as fully assured as it is possible for human provision to 
guarantee. 

The power of truth, in its highest, purest, and most exalted phases, stands 
squarely on four basic lines of relation — the love of truth, the search for truth, 
faith in truth, and work for truth. 

The love of trutjh is the cultivated hunger for it in itself and for itself, 
without any thought of what it may cost, what sacrifices it may entail, what 
theories or beliefs of a lifetime may be laid desolate. In its suipreme phase, this 
attitude of life is rane, but unless one can begin to put himself into harmony with 
this view, the individual will only creep in truth, when he might walk bravely. 
With the love of truth the individual scorns to do a mean thing, no matter what bo 
the gain, even if the whole world would approve. He would not sacrifice the 
sanction of his own high standard for any gain ; he would not willingly deflect the 
needle of his thought and act from the true north, as he knows it, by the slightest 
possible variation. He himself would know of the deflection — that would be 
enough. What matters it if the world thinks if he have his own disapproval? 

The man who has a certain religious belief and fears to discuss it lest it 
may be proved wrong, is not loyal to his belief ; he has but a coward's fait^fulne.^s 
to his prejudice. If he were a lover of truth, he would be willing at any 
moment to surrender his belief for a higher, better, and truer faith. 

The man who votes for the same party in politics, year after year, without 
caring for issues, men, or problems, merely voting in a certain way because he 
always has voted so, is sacrificing loyalty to truth, to a weak, mistaken, stubborn 
attachment to a womout precedent. Such a man should stay in his cradle all h\s 
lifie — ^because he spent his early years there. 

The search for truth means that the individual must not merely follow truth 
as he »?es it, but he must, so far as he can, search to see that he is right. When 
the Kearsage was wrecked on the Roncador Reef, the captadn was sailing correctly 
by his chart. But his map was an old one; the sunken reef was not markel 
down. Loyalty to back-number standards means stagnation. In China tbpv 
plough today, but they plough with the instrument of four thousand years ago. 
The search for truth is the angel of progress — in civilization and in morais. 
While it makes us bold and aggressive in our own life, it teaches us to be t«ndcr 
and sympathetic with others. Their life may represent a station we have pa5»**»<l 
in our progress, or oae we must seek to reach. We can then congratulate ourselves 
without condemning them. All the sunshine of the world is not focussed on our 
doorsteps. We should ever speak the truth — but only in love and kindness. 
Truth should ever extend the hand of love ; never the hand grasping a 
bludgeon. 

Faith in truth is an essential to perfect companionship with truth. Thn 
individual must have perfect confidence and assurance of the final triumph of 
right and order and justice, and bslieve that all things are evolved toward the 
divine consummation, no matter how dark and dreary life may seem from day 
to day. No real success, no lasting happiness, can exist except it be founded on 
the rock of truth. The prosperity that is based on lying, deception, and intrigue 
is only temporary — it cannot last, any more than a mushroom can outlive an oak. 
Like the blind Samson, struggling in the temple, the individual whose life is ba^^ed 
on trickery alwaj's pulls down the supporting columns of his own edifice, rp.J 
perishes in the ruins. No matter what price a man may pay for truth, hj Is 
getting it at a bargain. The lying of others can never hurt us long; it always 
carries with it our exoneration in the end. During the siege of Sebastopol, :he 
Russian shells that threatened to destroy a fort opened a hidden spring of water 
in the hillside, and saved the thirsting people they sought to kill. 

Work for thi? interests and advancement of truth is a necessary part of real 
companionship. If a man has a love of truth, if he searches to find it, and ua* 
faith in it, even though he cannot find it, will be not work to spread it? The 
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strongest way for man to strengthen the power of truth in the world is to live It 
himself in every detail of thought, word or deed — ^to make himself a sun of 
personal radiation of truth, and to let his silent influence speak for it, and his 
direct acts glorify it, so far as he can in 'his splhere of life and action. Let him 
first seek to be, before he seeks to teadi or to do, in any line of moral growth. 

Let man realize that truth is essentially an intrinsic virtue, in his relation to 
himself even if there were no other human being living; it becomes extrinsic as he 
radiates it in liis daily life. Truth is, first, intellectual honesty, the craving to 
know the right; second, it is moral honesty, the hunger to live right. 

Truth is not a mere absence of the vices. This is only moral vacuum. Truth 
is the living, pulsing, breathing of the virtues of life. Mere refraining from 
wrong-doing is but keeping the weeds out of the garden of one's life. But this 
must be followed by positive planting of seeds — seeds of right — to secure the 
flowers of true living. To the negatives of the Ten Commandments must be added 
the positives of the Beatitudes. The one condemns, the other commends; the 
one forbids, the other inspires; the one emphasizes the act, the other the spirit 
behind the act. The whole truth rests not in either, but in both. 

A man can not truly believe in God without believing in the flnal inevitable 
triumph of truth. If you have truth on your side, you can pass through ihe 
dark valley of slander, misrepresentation, and abuse, undaunted, as though you 
wore a magic suit of mail that no bullet could enter, no arrow could pierce. You 
can hold your head high, toss it fiearlessly and defiantly, look every man calmly and 
unflinchingly in the eye, as though you rode, a victorious king, returning at the 
head of your legions with banners waving and lances glistening, and bugles fllling 
the air with music. You can feel the great expansive wave of moral health 
singing through you as the quickened blood courses throat the body of him who 
is gladly, gloriously proud of physical health. You will know that all will come 
right in the end, that it must come, that error must flee before the great white 
light of truth, as darkness slinks away into nothingness in the presence of the 
sunburst. Then, with Truth as your guide, your companion, your ally and 
inspiration, you tingle with the consciousness of your kinship with the Infinite, 
and aJl the petty trials, sorrows, and sufferings of life fade away like temporary 
harmless visions seen in a dream. 



MEETING OF THE CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS. 

One of the mo9t profitable and enjoyable gatherings ever held in the history 
of the Southe-m States Mission was the meeting of Oonferenoe Presidents which 
commenced in Chattanooga, at the ^fission Office, on Saturday, January 20, 1906, 
and ended on the Wednesday ni/<ht following, January 24. Those in attendance 
were the following: President Ben E. Rich, Elder J. F. Bean, president of 
the Alabama Conference; Elder HjTum C Ford, president of EJast Tennessee; 
Elder J. B. Heaton, president of Florida; Eilder W. H. Little, president of 
Georgia ; Elder G. R. Crockett, president of Kentucky ; Elder J. W. Grant, pres- 
ident of Middle Tennessee ; Elder E. D. Buchanan, president of Mississippi ; 
Elder Wm. B. Fitt, president of North Carolina ; Elder C. S. Jones, president of 
Ohio; Elder R. Ray Nixon, president of South Carolina; Elder C. F. Weight, 
president of Virginia. Seven meetings were held, some of them occupying as 
much as three and one-half hours' time. The greatest of interest was mani- 
fested by the brethren in all that was done and said. They had been supplied 
with notebooks, and they used them liberally in making record of the valuable 
counsel and instruction given by President Rich and his associates in the Office. 
EJach President made a detailed report of his Conference, and the condition of 
its records, after which President Rich took eveiy Elder laboring in each Con- 
ference, and inquired about his health, his habits, his ability, his financial condi- 
tion, his missionary work and spirit, and other similar particulars, so that by 
the time the Presidents had all reported, a thorough report had been made 
on every Elder laboring in the Mission. On the Sunday afternoon, a testimony 
meeting was held, and it was attended with such an outpouring of the Spirit of 
God, that all were constrained to say, when it was through, "Did not our hearts 
bum within us !" The concluding meeting was held with none save the Conference 
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Presidents in attendance, so that they might be free in discussing matters pertain- 
ing to their work or that of the Mission. At this meeting they adopted a set 
of resolutions, wiidch were presented to the brethren laboring in the Office, and 
which conveyed their kindiy feelings toward the Mission President and associates 
at headquarters, and also thanked Sisters Stokes and Drumiler for the botinteous 
repast given and sisterly reception accorded the Presidents during their stay. On 
Saturday evening the following impromptu program was excellently rendered by 
the Conference Presidents: 

Singing, "Stand Up for Jesus, Ye Soldiers of the Cross ;" prayer by Elder J. 
Stokes, Jr.; greeting. President Ben E. Rich; response, President W. H. Little; 
Gospel Trio, "What Was Witnessed in the Heavens," Presidents Grant, Ford and 
Heaton; declamation, "Spaj^cus to the Romans," President Buchanan; instru- 
mental solo, President Weight ; "My First Marriage Ceremony in South Carolina," 
President Nixon; original poetry. President Jones; song, "The Letter Edged in 
Black," President Grant ;" "Reciting the Alphabet," President Crockett ; *Teadi- 
ing School in North Carolina," President Pitt ; comic recitation. President Bean. 
This was followed by a bounteous spread, after whidi Elder Jas. H. Wallis enter- 
tained the company on the graphophone, and President Rich pronounced bene- 
diction. 

On Tuesday morning President Rich commenced his address to the brethren, 
the delivery of which continued throughout three meetings, giving them instruction 
and counsel. We herewith give the substance of some of the more important topics 
of his remarks, as we know they will be greatly appreciated by the Elders who are 
laboring in the missionary field: 

THE SAINTS SHOULD WABN THEIB NEIGHBORS. 

The Saints should always have a supply of tracts and church works, so thac 
having been warned themselves, they can warn their neis^bors. A great work 
can be done by members of the Church in loaning out literature explaining our 
faith, and in setting good examples before the people where they live. 

EXCOMMUNICATING MEMBERS FROM THE CHURCH. 

Persons sending in their names, with the request that they be excommuni- 
cated, should be summoned to meet with the Elders, at a certain time, and 
then and there show cause why they should not be dealt with as requested by 
them. No person should be excommunicated without the approval of the Presi- 
dent of the Mission, nor should a person be ordained to the Priesthood without 
his consent. 

ELDERS IGNORING THEIR CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS. 

Elders should not be allowed to step over their Conference Presidents and 
write to the President of the Mission for instructions as to trying members for 
their fellowship and ordaining people to the priesthood. The Conference Presi- 
dents are the medium through which every matter of business should reach head- 
quarters, and every Elder should honor his President, and be proud to do so. 
It is not only the case in matters of excommunication and ordination, but it 's 
the same with many other things — ^the Mders are writing to the Mission Office 
about nearly everything. 

ANTAGONIZING PEOPLE WHO GET RELIGION. 

During the hot weather, when revivals are prevalent throughout the South, 
and people get religion, the Elders should rest on their oars, but they should not 
abuse this counsel, and use it as an excuse for sitting down in the homes of 
Saints and friends and wearing out their welcome. What is meant is that 
they shoold not antagonise people under the excitement of revivals, but avoid 
all such gaitherings, and spend the time in visiting amcmg the friendly people, 
and encouraging the Saints in living their religion, and observing the command- 
ments of God. In the very hot months, the Elders should not walk more than 
five to eight miles a day, and avoid over-eating, especially greasy foods. 

SUBSTITUTING TRACTS. 

Sometimes the printers disappoint us in delivering our tracts, and as a result 
we are sometimes out of the kind ordered by the EjJders. When this occurs, and 
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the Elders give no second choice, some other kind is substitated, and the Elders 
should receive them in a kindly spirit, and use them. All things are done for 
the best at the Mission Office. 

USING THE "silent MISSIONARY." 

, The stereoscopic views of the history of the Ohurch, called the "Sil«it • 
MissionarTv" if properly used amon^ strangers and investigators, will be the 
meADs of doing much good for the introduction of the Gospel, and providing 
entertainment for the Elders. Many a person will look at these pictures and 
hear them described, who would not read a tract nor permit an Elder to de- 
liver the Gospel message to them. Every Omference should own several sets for 
the use of the Elders. 

FAST OFFEBINGS SHOULD BE OBSERVED. 

The Saints should be taught to observe the first Sunday in every month as 
Fast Day, and pay the expense of their food for that one day unto the Lord as 
an offering, to be used for the support of those who are poor and destitute. The 
Lord has said in this day, "Behold, thou wilt remember the poor; and inasmuch 
as ye impart of your substance unto the poor, ye will do it unto me." 

ACCEPTING CHALLENGES FOB DEBATES. 

There should be few, if any, debates held. The Elders are not sent oat 
into the world to discuss religion with men who approach our miesionaTies witli 
chips on their shoulders. We have a more honorable calling to attend to. If a 
minister wants to know our position on any principle of the Gospel of our Lord 
and Master, tell it to him and his people in any meeting he calls for that 
puri>ose, and prove it by the Word of Gk>d, as we can do everything we preach. 
If he can find any error in what we say let him point it out. If he still insiata 
on a debate, then enter into a written agreement with him to occupy one-half of 
a meeting with him on the subject, "What Must We Do To Be Saved?" Then let 
the people be their own judges as to what they have heard. 

LEAVING THE GOOD SEED TO WITHER. 

We should not break up more ground than we can cultivate and properly 
look after. The harvest is great, and the laborers are few, and we have got 
more ground broken now thacn we can cultivate. Instead of breaking up more 
ground, let us take half of that which is broken, and cultivate it properly. In 
the short space of time allotted to every missionary, we must not expect to be 
able to preach the Gospel to every creature; so don't try to do impossibilities. 
There will be other Elders called after we get through; and others after them. 
Let us pray ov.?r the ground already planted with the good seed, «nd water it 
with our tears, nurturing it as carefully as possible, for God will give the 
increase in His own good time. 

CIRCULAR LETTERS TO BE FILED AWAY. 

All circular letters mailed from the Mission Office, containing instruction 
regarding the work of the different Conferences, should be preserved in a regu- 
lar letter file, and properly indexed according to the subject it deals with, that 
other Ck>nference Presidents might also have the benefit of the mstruction they 
contain. ITiese circular letters are in no sense the property of those who 
receive them. 

SAINTS MUST NOT JOIN OTHER RELIGIONS. 

The memrbers of the Church should be instructed that they must not 
join other religious bodies. When they have been baptized they have put on 
Christ, and are called out of the world, and consequently should remain separate 
and distinct and apart from all other churches. 

TITLE TO CHURCHES SHOULD BE SECURED. 

The title to all church property should be vested in the name of President 
Joseph F. Smith, who is trustee-in-trust for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints in all the world. This matter is of such importance that it should 



Digitized by 



Google 




Digitized by 



Google 



ELDERS'JOURNAL 100 

be attended to at once. All church buildings of any material worth should be 
insured in the same name, and before it is too late. 

CHANOINQ CONFERENCE HEADQUABTEBS. 

Conference Presidents should not change their headquarte^rs without first 
notifying the Mission President. This is very important. Let the address also 
appear at the end of the regular monthly review, so that it can be published for 
the benefit of any one who desires to correspond with the Conference President. 
Elders laboring in cities should send the Mission Office the complete address 
of their new quarters whenever they change their residence. 

FOLLY OF PURCHASING CHEAP CLOTHING. 

The Elders should not be **too cheap" in purchasing clothing. Let tbom 
order their apparel through the Mission Office, and not be tempted with bargain 
sales at "Cheap John" establishments in the cities wh^^re they happen to be 
laboring. There is no money in cheap clothing; cheapness is next to nasti- 
ness. Clothes talk, and you can take an Elder who is neatly dressed, and he 
makes a better appearance and talks better than does the Elder who has been 
out in a rainstorm with a suit of clothes bought at some irresponsible Jew store. 

THE JOURNAL SHOULD BE IN EVERY HOME. 

The Elders must not stop canvassing for The Elders' Journal until they 
get it into the home of every member of the Church and every friend. It is one 
of the most effectual weapons in the defense of the truth that we have at our 
command, and will make friends for us and the Gospel whorever'it goes. 
Elder Jas. H. WaJlis has charge of our Mission paper, doing the editorial 
and other work' upon its pages, of course und-^r the direction of the Mission 
President, and has proven himself a valiant defender of the faith. He has 
Elder Summerhays as his assistant in the circulating department, and I know 
of no two men who are working hard<T for the spread of truth or who are 
more devoted and in love with their labors than are these brethren. The Journal 
should be carefully read by our Elders and members, and looked upon as a 
direct message to them from the headquarters of the Mission, 

ADMINISTERING THE SACRAMENT TO NEW MEMBERS. 

The Sacrament should be partaken of by the Elders at least once every week, 
no matter where they are, while it should be administered to new members as 
soon as they have Ix^on confirmed into the Church. When they visit the homes 
of th*» Saints they should inquire when they partook of the Sacrament, and a 
Saciament meeting should be held, giving them the privilege of so doing and 
instructing them in the ordinance. 

MEMBERS MOVING INTO OTHER CONFERENCES. 

Members of the Church quite frequently move from place to place without 
properly notifying their Conference Presidents. The Elders should coun&>l the 
Saints to give proper notice, and obtain their membership certificates before 
leaving a Conference, and aJso to present those certificates to the new Conference 
in which they may locate, that such members may never become lost, nor miss 
receiving the Journal. 

FAMILIARITIES WITH THE OPPOSITE SEX. 

Elders cannot be too particular in the company of the opposite sex. They 
have been warned by the authorities of the Church that their time is to be de- 
\oted to converting souls to Christ and not to making love. Any Elder who 
violates this solemn injunction will be relieved of his license and sent home. 

WASTING TIME IN PLEASUE-SEEKINO. 

The lime of the Missionaries belong to the cause they represent, and ought 
not to be wasted in seeking pleasure. Avoid .nil amusement not consistent wifh 
your calling in the ministry. 

don't FORGET THE DEAR ONES AT HOME. 

The Elders in the field should not forget their dear ones at home, but at 
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the same time thej' should not spend too great a portion of their time in writing 
letters to them. 

PBESERVINO THE ADDRESSES OF FRIENDS. 

The Saints need teaching as well as the friend or stranger, and while greet- 
ing new-comers kindly, don't forget the old friends. Keep the names and ad- 
dresses of friends made in your travels, and write them when you return home, 
so that they may know you are grateful for kindnesses received. 

LET THE MYSTERIES ALONE. 

Pray all the time and fast when it is wisdom. I>on't be a sluggard in the 
mission field, but labor all the time for the uplifting of humanity by the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Avoid set speeches and mannerisms ; don't condemn others ; 
teU what you believe; preach Jesus Christ and Him crucified; tell of the divin? 
mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith ; let the mysteries of the kingdom alone. 

KEEP YOUR BODIES CLEAN. 

In the winter time the Elders should bathe once or twice a week, and as 
often as possible in summer time. It is not always convenient to get the ac- 
commodation for a full bath, especially while traveling in the country ; but a 
good sized sponge can be earried, and it will not require a very large quantity 
of water to enable one to thoroughly cleanse his body. The Spirit of God will 
not dwell in an unclean tabernacle. 

ANSWERING LETTERS OF INQUIRY PROMPTLY. 

When Elders receive a letter of inquiry from the headquarters of the Mis- 
sion which requires an answer, they should answer it by the very next mail. 
The Elders laboring in the office are but human and liable to make mistakes, 
but always willing and anxious to correct the same. If mistakes occur, notify 
the Mission Office in the Spirit of the (rospel, so that they can be rectified. 

NECESSITY OF USING SEPARATE ORDER BLANKS. 

In ordering articles from the office, don't forget to give proper addresses, 
and sizes of articles or apparel wanted. Use plenty of order blanks. Never 
order money, subscriptions for the Journal, tracts or books, upon the same order 
blank used in ordering clothing. Place all these articles on separate order blanks. 

NECESSITY OF SENDING CORRECT P. O. ADDRESS. 

All mail ^ould come to P. O. Box 417, Chattanooga, Tenn., and it will 
be forwarded promptly to the Elders each week if their weekly reports are re- 
ceived promptly and contain the correct postoffice address. 

INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING RAILROAD TICKETS. 

When letters are received containing instructions about railroad tickets, 
read them carefully and follow them. Never destroy the letter until you thor- 
oughly understand the same. 

TELEGRAPHING TO THE MISSION PRESIDENT. 

In case of sickness, death or serious trouble of an Elder, his companion 
should promptly invite aid by wire, sending the same at the expense of the 
^fission if necessary. Never limit your message to merely ten words, when a 
longer statement is necessary in order to make us fully understand the situation. 

KEEPING THE CONFERENCE RECORDS. 

Confei-ence Presidents are the custodians of the conference records, and 
should see they are properly kept and safely guarded, for they are held ab- 
solutely repponsible for their correctness, neatness and security. 

ELDERS EXPECTING THEIR RELEASE. 

Elders expecting their wlease should see to it that sufficient money is on 
deposit for them so that arrangements can 'be made for their tickets. At least 
ten days' notice should be given of the place from whioh the Elder desires to 
take the train. 

THE LENGTH OF A MISSION. 

The length of a mission is not t\\x> years; sometimes it is longer, and some- 
times it is e year, or less than a year. It all depends upon circumstances, and 
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"circumstances" sometimes m^'an the health of an Elder, the condition of 
his loved ones at home, or it may mean the amount of more good to be accom- 
plished at home than remaining in the missionary field ; but always to the Elder 
it should mean an honorable release. 

VALUE OF AN HONORABLE BELEA8E. 

An Elder's thoughts of home, if his thoughts are directed by the Spirit of 
God, will never make him homesick. Such an Elder will never be possessed 
with a desire to return until he can carry with him a consciousness of having 
done his duty, and bearing the impress of an honorable release stampe'd upon 
his countenance, as well as one written over the signature of his Mission 
President. 

WHY ELUEBS ARE SOMETIMES TRANSFERRED. 

It is sometimes deemed of benefit to the Mission that transfers from one 
Conference to another be made; even in the selection of Presidents, as well as 
traveling Elders. A good, energetic traveling Elder, understanding all the de- 
tails of ihe work in his Conference, is sometimes valuable enough to be trans- 
ferred and made President of another Conference. He not only has the benefit 
of methods and ideas found in his new field of labor, but takes with him, 
for the benefit of the Conference, the very best of what he has learned in the 
other Conference while laboring there as a traveling Elder. By pursuing this 
policy, occasionally, it mixes up ideas, keeps a Conference from getting in a rut, 
and is very beneficial to the work. If the Elders will bear in mind that this 
method will be followed from time to time, it will do away with guessing, and 
s])eculating as to who will be the next Conference President, as well as re- 
moving the inducement for Elders to be filled with ambition to hold office, which 
we all know is foreign to the spirit of our work. 

PROPER WAY TO REMIT MONEY TO THE OFFICE. 

The headquarters of the Mission now being owned by the Church, the 
Elders and memWrs can always find us by simply addressing their letters to 
"Southiern iStates Mission, Chattanooga, Tenn." In this particular, it would 
also be well to remark that all remittances should never be made out in the 
name of the President of the Mission, but always in the name of the Southern 
States Mission. 

VIOLATING PROMISES TO WRITE TO SAINTS. 

Too often the Elders forget the promises they make to the Saints about 
writing letters to them after their return home. A few good letters from an 
I>lder who has gone home does the Saints a world of good, and aids largely in 
the labors of the Elder who is still in the field; but a broken promise throwi- 
a damper upon the work and makes it up-hill work for the Elder who follows 
in the footsteps of the one who once labored as a missionary. Elders should 
be careful and not make too many promises; but when once they have made 
them, they should be cherished as a sacred covenant. 

PROPER KIND OF CLOTHING TO WEAR. 

The Elders should be particular about their appearance. They should ha 
dre&sed in neat, dark suits, and derby hats; shirts and ties should be suitable 
for their clothing. 

MEMBER.SHIP CERTIFICATES FOR EMIGRATING SAINTS. 

Membership certificates for emigrating Saints must be signed by the Con- 
ference President before they can be signed by the President of the Mission. 
The Saints may then take them to Zion, where they will be accepted by the 
Bishop when becoming a member of his Ward. 

RESPONSIBILITY OF SENIOR ELDERS. 

Let every Elder who takes a new companion — one who has recently arrived 
from Zioii^ — sense the i-esponsibility that rests upon him. God will hold him 
responsible for the example he sets to his new companion, and a reward or a 
punishment is certain to follow as a result of his acts. Teach the new Elder 
to love his .work, to love his companion, to love his Mission, and to love and 
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forgive his enemies, because ibis is tbe spirit of a missionary. Show them how 
to seek opiK>rtunities to have Gospel conversations, to hold public metinj^, to 
distribute the Gospel tracts and to sell the books containing the Word of God. 
If they do this, they are in the line of their duty. If they fail to do their 
duty in this respect, the new Elder should report the fact promptly to his Con- 
ference I*resident, and a change in companions will at once be made. Be careful 
and not walk your n^w companion too far at first. 

WRITING LETTEBS TO CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS. 

Elders should write a weekly letter to their Conference President and giva 
him a brief statement of their labors and of all important happenings. This 
v-ill enable the Conference President to properly report the history of his Con- 
ference, which should l>e terse and complete, not too lengthy, and promptly 
mailed to the Mission Office for publication. 

SAINTS MUST RECOGNIZE THEIR PRESIDENTS. 

Elders should instruct the Saints that any nniuest for favors from the 
Mission Office must come from the Conf'ronoe President. Letters are fre- 
quently rjoeived from Saints whicJi have to be sent to the Conference Presidents 
for their personal examination l>^fore any action can be taken. If the EMders 
will inform the Saints of this procedure, it will save them and us a great deal 
of unnecessary trouble. 

BOOK OF MORMON SAL£S SHOULD BE PUSHED. 

Each Elder should take pride in having a large book record to his credit. 
Especially should he endeavor to sell as many copies of the Book of Mormon 
as possible, and ought never to be without one for sale. 

MEANING OF "FAMILY VISITED" AND "RE-VISITED." 

Where a family has never been visited by any other Elders, it should be 
reported as n family visited. Wh(*re a family has been visited by other Elders, 
it must be reported as a family re-visited. By faithfully reporting in this par- 
ticular, it will give us a clear understanding as to the extent of missionary' work 
done in the parlicular country the rei>ort d^^als with. 

ELDERS SHOULD ALWAYS TROWEL TOGLTHEK. 

Ehlers laboring in the country should always go in paii-s, never singly. 
Where Elders are laboring in a city they need not go in pairs to a person's house 
to distribute tracts; one may b' on tho other side of a street, or even canvassing 
on a different block, but still they should not be separated for any great length 
of time. Elders are less liable to be falsely accused when th<*^y are together. 

WHAT IS A "GOSPEL CONVERSATION." 

A "g.x«q)el conversation" does not mean a few words spoken while urging an 
individual to accept a tract, but it means a gospel conv^'-rsation carried on in 
explaining the principles of our faith. 

CONSECRATING OIL MAILED FROM THE OFFICE. 

Olive oil sent from the office is never consecrated unless we are requested 
so to do. Elders should bear this in mind, and be careful to consecrate all o>l 
ordered by them from this office. It is always bettor for the Elders to purchase 
the oil themselves if they are in localities where a good quality can be obtained. 

INSTRUCTING THE CANDIDATES FOR BAPTISM. 

Due care should be exercised by the Elders that the subjects for baptism be 
properly instructed before they enter the water; that they may know what is 
exp^ted of them as Saints. The consent of the wife's husband should be 
obtained, and that of the parents when the children are under age. Confirma- 
tion should follow baptism as soon as convenient, and no candidate should be 
baptized unless the individuals believe with all their hearts that Jesus is the 
Christ and that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God. ITiey may not be able 
to know for themselves that Jos ph Smith was a Prophet, but must believe 
with all their hearts and understand that baptism is too sacred an ordinance to be 
trifled with. Remember the conversation between Philip and the Eunuch, wh n 
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baptism w-as asked for; the answer was: **If thou ibelievest with all thine heart, 
thou mayest." God is not looking for quantity as much as He is for quality. 

We would have been glad could we have found room to have published a ver- 
batim report of President Rich's remarks, for they were full of valuable counsel 
and instruction, as can readily be seen from the gems given above. 

At the conclusion of the conference the presidents prepared the following 
communication, a copy of which they sent to the Elders laboring under their 
direction : 

TO THE ELDERS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES MISSION. 

Dear Brethren — Upon the eve of adjournment of the annual gathering of 
conference presidents, we desire to report to you the very profitable and interest- 
ing time we have spent while we have been together. We arrived in Chattanooga 
on Saturday, January 20, 1906, and were greeted by President Ben E. Rich, who 
instructed us as to arrangements for our stay during conference. In the after- 
noon we transacted business at the Mission Office, pertaining to our several con- 
ferences, and in the evening partook of a bounteoiis repast at our Mission 
Home. A fine program, consisting of songs, recitations, original poetry and 
selections on the graphaphone, had been arranged and was delightfully rendered, 
every conference president taking part. President Rich greeted the gathering 
in a very kind and fatherly manner, trusting th:^ Elders would enjoy themselves 
during the stay. This address was responded to by President W. H. Little, of 
the Georgia Conference, in behalf of the Elders. 

Meetings were held on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday — seven in all — at which 
most profitable instruction was given, and which the Elders will be informed 
of through the Elders' Journal, and also from the conference presidents. 

The reports made by the Elders laboring in the Mission headquarters, touch- 
ing on the nature and scope of their work, was of the greatest interest to us, 
and we only wish it had been possible for the brethren in the field to have been 
present and understood the business of the mission as it was there detailed to us. 
We must confess that we had no idea of the magnitude of the business that is 
done at headquarters. We not only heard for ourselves, but we also saw some of 
this business transacted. We saw the letters opened containing the weekly 
reports of the Elders, together with their orders for books, tracts, clothing, shoes, 
money, subscriptions for The Elders' Journal, etc. We saw these orders go to 
the Office Elders having charge of these respective departments, to be filled. In- 
the mailing department we saw hundreds of letters, newspapers and packages 
being re-directed, weighed and re-stamped and sent into every part of the mis- 
sionary field, from Ohio in the North to Florida in the South. The same in. the 
commissary department ; there we saw them wrapping up tracts and books in 
bundles and sending them out to the Elders, all over the field. The merry clicking 
of the typewriters in another part of the headquarters by two of the brethren told 
of hundreds of letters that were being written to the Saints in acknowledgement 
of tithing remitted, fast offerings received, subscriptions sent to the Elders* 
Journal, and other kindred business, while letters were oJso being sent to the 
Elders to accompany money requested by them or instructing them on matters 
upon which they had desired information. In the bookkeeping department we 
found the brethren working twelve hours a day in making up yearly reports, bal- 
ancing books, transferring accounts for the new year, tilling out tithing and sub- 
scription receipts, and much other work. In fact, as before stated, we had no 
idea of the amount of work that is connected with the business of the Mission, 
and of the arduous labors of the Elders who have been called to headquarters to 
attend to it. 

The conference will always be remembered by your conference presidents, for 
it was a time of spiritual feasting and replete with brotherly love and good will. 
We win return to our fields of labor with renewed energy in the work of the 
Lord, and a greater desire to magnify the responsible position unto which we 
have been called. We desire that the brethren in the field shall partake of the 
same spirit and determination, and that as a result we may from henc:'forth 
accomplish greater results oiid feel more encouraged. 

(Continued on page 207.) 
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February 15, 1906. 



BEN K. RICH, Editor. JAMES H. WALLIS, Associatb Editor. 



EDITO RIAL. 



ELDERS WITHDRAWN FROM BARKER'S ISLAND. 

Our readers will remember that in the last issue we published an acoouni. 
of a mob burning down the church on Harkcr's Island, N. •C. On the evening 
of February 1, as President Rich was leaving for Mobile, Ala., to attend Oon- 
ferenee there, a letter from received from Elder Wm. A. Petty, detailing thj 
situation on the Island, and slio>ving the urgent necessity of some action being 
taken, as the Saints had received threatening letters if they persisted in enter- 
tainiftg the Elders, and so disturbed were the people as a result that th^y had 
commenced to guard their homes at night with guns. Elder James H. Wallis 
v/as at once dispatched to the island, going by way of Harapstead, a short dis- 
tance from Wilmington, N. C, where President Wm. B. Fitt has his headquar- 
ters. He arrived at Hampstead Saturday afternoon, and as there were no 
trains out of that place uniil Monday afternoon, he remained with the Saints 
there and held two meetings in their beautiful little church, enjoying great free- 
dom in his remarks on both occasions. The next afternoon, FeDruary 5, Elders 
Wallis and President Fitt left Hampstead for the island, going by way of New 
Bern and Beaufort. The train does not go direct to Beaufort, but stops a few 
miles this side, at a place called Morehead, and the rest of the journey was 
made by boat, arriving at Beaufort after dark Monday night. Beaufort is the 
county 8. at of Carteret (^untj', N. C and the next morning Elder Wallis went 
in search of the sheriff and prosecuting attorney, to see what steps could be 
taken toward bringing to justice the individuals who were responsible for the 
d<»st ruction of the church. Sheriff Hancock was found to be a fair, square man, 
but powerless to do anything. He said he had no authority to employ any help 
in the detection of the guilty persons, that his hands were practically tied. He 
was outspoken as to the dastardly act committed, and said the Mormon Elders 
had as much right to preach the religion they believed in as any other body, and 
if they ever wanted entertainment in his neighborhood they would be made 
welcome nt his home. He was especially commendatory in alluding to the 
efforts made by the Mormon Elders to establish a free school on the island, to 
which the children of all classes, both Mormon and non-Mormon, were free to 
go, and receive a thorough education. 

Mr. Chas. L. Abemathy, the county attorney, was also seen, and he stated 
he had no power at all, so far as criminal prosecutions were concerned ; that 
he was simply employed to advise the county commissioners in civil matters. 
While Elder Wallis was discussing the situation with these county officials. 
Elder Petty reached Beaufort from the island, having been kindly conveyed over 
by Mr. Willie Willis, in his gasoline launch. Mr. Willis is a friend to the 
Elders, and one of God's noblemen. He has not been afraid to defend the 
Elders and shelter them, and administer to their comforts. After the interview 
closed. Elders Wallis, Fitt and Petty sailed for Harker's Island, with Mr. 
Willis, and on reaching that point were soon comfortably entertained at the home 
of Brother and Sister Oscar Brooks. This was Tuesday afternoon. School had 
not been dismissed, and the three Elders all walked to the building in which 
it was being held and found Elder John T. Parker, Elder Petty's companion, 
teaching it in the latter's absence. What a grand meeting that was for the 
four brethren ! What a hand-shaking each other received ! After school had 
been dismissed, the Elders remained in the building and held a counsel meeting. 
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at which the entire situation was fully discussed. Elder Petty related three 
dreams he had had, before having gone to the island, in which everything that 
had happened, even to the destruction of the church, had been shown him. Since 
the burning of the church, he had had a fourth dream, in which he saw a mob 
of men, resembling negroes and Indiaiis, surround the house he was staying at, 
and then saw his body, clothed in white, lying in a casket, followed by a bright 
light from the east, out of which came a cross, with the one word, "Coming," on 
it, and which settled over him. Upon his relating these dreams, and in view of 
the impression it made, added to which was the disturbed condition of the people 
on the island. Elder Wallis decided it was best for the Elders to leave the 
island, until such time as some protection could be afforded to the brethren. 
As it is now, there is not a constable or justice of the peace there, and neither 
telephone nor telegraph. The island is entirely remote from the main land, and 
in case of a storm on the water, it would be hazardous getting help. 

Through the threats made, a scene of terror had struck the people. They 
had received letters warning them that their homes woCild be burned down, as 
the church had Ik^ou ; and that if they did not close up the pchool being taught by 
the "Mormon** Elder, that would be burned down also. One man who keeps a 
store on the island had n "Mormon" girl employed as clerk. lie was warned 
against further employing her, that if he did, his storo would be destroyed. The 
next morning he discharged the young lady. The house Elder Wallis stayed at 
was guarded at night by armed men. and this had been done every night since 
January 22, when they received the first letter of warning. Every man* in the 
"Monnon" church since that time, has not gone to bed at night for fear of his 
home being destroyed. 

A meeting was held, at which all the Saints and friends met. There they 
were told of the action taken, and that the time had come to say "Farewell." 
At this they wept like children. The scene was more sorrowful than a funeral, 
and it seemed impossible for the Saints to say "good-bye." They clung to the 
Elders, and offered to protect them with their lives. They recounted the priva- 
tions they had gone through for the Gospel — ^how they had almost deprived 
themselves of food in order to build a church in which to worship their God, 
only to see it burned down, and how they were willing to go further than that, 
and o^er their own lives, if necessary, so that they would not be deprived of 
the presence of the servants of God. One good sister, amid her sobs, told how 
her father had beaten her about her head and body while investigating Mormon- 
ism, and how that since she had had a little family of her own, she was trying 
to bring them up in the fear and admonition of the Lord. Some of the Saints, 
with tears running down their cheeks, told how they had gathered up a little 
means to buy blinds and curtains for the church, and also a Bible and other 
Church works — ^how they had sewed their rags together, and made a carpet for it — 
p.ll but just a short time before it was burned ; and then as they thought of their 
little place of worship going up in flames, they wept afresh. But the hour of 
parting came, smd Saints and friends bade the Elders a sad farewell. 

The little island, containing some of the most faithful Saints in the Church, 
was left at three o'clock the next morning, and the party of Elders landed at 
Beaufort at daybreak. At New Bern, Elder Wallis separated from the other 
brethren, going to Raleigh, the capital of North Carolina, for the purpose of 
laying the whole situation before the Governor, and asking his aid in affording 
the Elders protection. The other brethren continued their journey to Hampstead. 

Correspondence is now being had with the state authorities of North Caro- 
lina, and it is confidently expected that it will result in a peace oflScer being 
located on Harker's Island, who will see to it that our Elders are protected from 
any violence, and that the people are permitted to worship God according to the 
dictates of their own conscience, as the Constitution of our country directs, 
with none to molest nor make them afraid. The sheriff at Beaufort has been 
authorized by the Mission to offer a reward of fifty dollars for information 
leading to the conviction of those who set fire to the church, and with the 
honesty and determination evinced by Sheriff Hancock, it is hoped that the guilty 
ones will soon be brought to justice. 

Elder Wallis was taken by Elder Petty to th;» six>t where the beautiful little 
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church once stood, and saw the complete offering that had been made. A few 
hands?ful of charred ashes was all that was left, everything connected with the 
building and its furnishings having been completely consumed. In the middle of 
where the floor stood, some people, who had gathered to the spot the morning after 
the fire, found the charred remains of the Bible. There was just one fragment of 
printing left, with these five words: ''AND THEY SHALL BE KNOWN." As 
a prophecy burned in fire, those words will ever ring in the minds of every person 
who were witnesses to the incident. 

In conclusion, we want to say to the members of the church and our friends 
on the island, that no efforts will be spared by us to bring them security, and 
that just as soon as this blessed condition becomes an assured fact, that Elders 
will again come to bless them, and a competent school teacher will again be 
teaching their children. 



DEATH OF APOSTLE MARRINER W. MERRILL. 

It will come as sad news to the Elders €ind Saints to hear of thi death of 
Apostle Marriner W. Merrill, which occurred at his home in Richmond, Utah, on 
Vebruary G, 1906, and whose picture we here present. Apostle MeiTill was bom 
in Sackville, Brunswick, September 25. 1832. When a boy of nine years of age, 




and before embracing the Gospel, he received a testimony from the Lord that 
Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God. He emigrated to Utah in 1853, and in the 
settlement of Cache County was a main figure, receiving many divine manifesta- 
tions of God's providence in those early days. AVhen the Logan Temple was pre- 
pared for use, Apostle Merrill was appointed to take charge. He subsequently 
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was plac'd as President of the Cache Stake. The funeral services were held on 
Saturday, February 10, at the new Richmond tabernacle, which was especially 
fitted up for the occasion. It had been President MerrilTs wish that he be buried 
from the new tabernacle, and every effort was made during the week to prepare 
tho new building so that Elder MerrilTs wish could be complied with. The speak- 
ers, all of whom dwelt eloquently upon the noble character of the departed, were 
President Lund, and Elders C W. Penrose, George A. Smith, Hyrum M. Smith, 
Rudger Clawson and President Ljinan. 



MEETING OF CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS. 

(Continued from page 203.) 

Acting upon a suggestion made by President Rich, we will acquaint the 
Elders lalwrin^ under us of the expenses incurred while attending this confer- 
« nee and apportion it out to them, that all who feel so disposed may assist us in 
defraying these expenses, which we know the traveling Elders desire should be 
borne equally, inasmoich as all receive the benefit of it in common, and all being 
for the better accomplishment of the woric of our Heavenly Father. 

We cannot say too much in behalf of our beloved president, Ben E. Rich. 
He has been kind and encouraging, solicitous for our development, counseling us 
in the spirit of love and urging us forward to better results. 

I*raying the blessings of our Heavenly Father to rest upon President Rich, 
the Elders at the Mission Office and the missionaries laboring in the Southern 
States Mission and throughout the world, 

Your brethren and fellow laborers, 

Wm. B. FiTT, President of the North Carolina Conference. 

W. H. Little, President of Georgia Conference, 

C. S. Jones, President of Ohio Conference. 

James \V. Grant, President of Middle Tennessee Conference. 

Jesse F. Bean, President of Alabama Conference. 

J. B. Heaton, President of Florida' Conference. 

H. C. Ford, President of East Tennessee Conference. 

E. D. Buchanan, President of Mississippi Conference. 

C. F. Weight, President of Virginia Conference. 

G. R. Crockett, President of Kentucky Conference. 

R. Ray Nixon, President of ^^ouih Carolina Conference. 



Following are the names of those represented in the picture, according to 
numbers indicated : 

1. James H. Wallis, Associate Editor The Elders' Journal, Sugar, Idaho. 

2. Mrs. Eugenia Neff Stokes, East Mill Creek. Utah. 

3. J. Stokes, Jr., Secretary of Mission, East Mill Creek, Utah. 

4. Ben E. Rich, President of Mission, Centervilb, Utah. 

5. Chas. R. Drumiler, Office Elder, Ogden, Utah. 

6. Mrs. O. M. Drumiler, Ogden, Utah. 

7. Wm. H. Little, President of Georgia Conference, Ogden, Utah. 

8. S. L. Cox, ex-President of Middle Tennessee CK>nference, Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

9. R. Ray Nixon. President of Sonth Carolina Conference, Idaho Falls, Idano. 

10. J. W. Grant, President of Middle Tennessee Conference, Oxford, Idaho. 

11. Andrew C. Jensen, Bookkeeper of Mission, Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

12. C. F. Weight, President of Virginia Conference, Springville, Utah. 

13. Win. B. Fitt, President o«f North Carolina Conference, Price, Utah. 

14. Hyrum C. Ford, President of East Tennessee Conference. Kanarra, Utah. 

15. Geo. R. Crockett, President of Kentucky Conference, Preston, Idaho. 

16. Calvin S. Jones, President of Ohio Conference, Fairview, Utah. 

17. Jonathan B. Heaton, President of Florida Conference, Orderville, Utah. 

18. Jesse F. Bean, President of Alabama Conference, Richfield, Utah. 

19. John H. Gibbs, Office Elder, Paradise, Utah. 

20. E. D. Buchanan, President of Mississippi Conference, Ven!C\ Utah. 

21. W. Aird Macdonald, Office Elder, Mesa, Ariz. 

22. Richard B. Summerhays, Office Elder, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
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NOTES OF THE FIELD. 



Writing from Glenwood, Ala., Jan. 2G, 190(5, Elder Jacob A. Paton says: 
"Since December 15 myself and Elder L. W. Willis have been visiting saints and 
friends in Barbour, Pike and Crenshaw Counties, where most all the Saii^ts are 
taking the Journal and have a word of praise to speak for this litttle Gospel mes- 
senger. On December 30 one honest soul was lead into the waters of baptism by 
Elder Willis, and on January 25 two more walked boldly into the waters to answer 
the requirements of God. An offer of twenty dollars, enough nails and an acre of 
land has been made by the people of Southern Crenshaw toward the erection of e 
meeting house. The land, nails and ten dollars are offered by a non-Mormon. The 
scarcity of Saints would hardly justify such a movement, but it speaks well of the 
community. God bless them in the future with the desires of their hearts and the 
light they so earnestly seek." 



"When I consider 'the fact that I was in Atlanta when the first issue of ilio 
little Journal was published, and tnat I carried the first *bnnch* down to the 
postoffice when it was entered as second-class matter, I feel condemned at the lack 
of interest I have shown in the matter of getting subscribers," writes Eider 
A. N. Sorenson, of Mendon, Utah. "But I got out yesterday, and as a result 
of my canvass I send you herewith four subscribers. My best wishes go out 
to the Southern States Mission and all its interests. I compliment you upon 
the appearance of the Journal, as well as upon the subject matter it con- 
tains. It is a treasure and turns toy thoughts twice a month to the boys 
in the field. I find the Journal on the newscounter at the B. Y. College, an 1 
am pleased to inform you that it is read by the Missionary students." 



"I am sending >x>u the names of eight new subscribers for the Elders* Jour- 
nal," writes Elder R. F. Dennison, of Sterling, Utah. "The Elders' Journal 
is a paper I appreciate very much. When it reaches me and I read its con- 
tents my memory goes back to the many happy days I 9p?nt as a Southern Star-^s 
missionary. I have been home fourteen months and am still kept busy in ilic 
Master's cause, laboring in the capacity of a ward teacher and being class leader 
of the senior class of our Y. M. M. I. A., as well as superintendent of our Sunday 
School. I have given nearly every family here a chance to take the Elders* 
Journal, and wouJd like to see it in the home of every Latter-day Saint. Success 
to the little messenger of truth." 



Elder Joseph Young writes from Canton, Ky., on January 20 and sas^: 
"About the 6th day of December last Elder Wilde and I were in Canton and 
baptized an old gentleman bearing the name of Leander Taylor. H^ was in 
poor health and had been for ten years. We visited him yesterday and he said 
he was glad to inform us that he had bf^en restored to health, and was feeling 
better than be had been feeding for ten years. This is the first time we have 
seen Brother Taylor since we baptized him. He tells us that much evil is spoken 
of him because of his joining the Mormons, but his salvation is worth moio 
than even the respect of his pretended neighbors." 



In sending five subscribers to the Journal, Eld^-r E. S. Davis, of Clifton, 
Ariz., says: "Since leaving the Mission my thoughts have been back in the fieid.s 
where I labored, and my prayers have been for the success and advanc^meot of 
the Gospel. It is certainly encouraging to me to read of th? progress of this 
•marvelous work and a wonder' — so encouraging that I have not shed the harness 
yeU nor shall I. I am Mill in the Mission field, trying to be faithful and true 
to that which has been intrusted to me. One 5?ource of encouragement to me is 
the Elders' Journal. *How nobl^ its aim, how pur? its thoughts.' Certainly 
it is doing a good miss-ion work." 



Elder E. E. Randall says : "I have been away from home is the reason I 
have not n newed my subscription to the Joi'RNAl before this, and not for lack 
of appreciation of its mcmy fine qualities. I have just finished a perusal of No. 10 
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and am so enthused that I feel as if. I were again in the Sunny South, grip in hand, 
or upon some street comer defending the cause we Jove and for which the blood 
of our prophets has been made to crimson our mother earth. I know of no better 
way to administer the antidote so much needed by those who receive a superfluity 
of the venom of so-called "Christianity" than through the pages of our little gem, 
the Journal/' 



Elder W. Woodward, of Franklin, Idaho, writes: **I can not say, like 
Elder Musser. that I have circumnavigated the globe, but like him I went on n 
mission in 1852. I have crossed the Atlantic and the plains seven times; have 
had a son on a mission to Virginia for more than two years; a son and 
daughter on a mission to England; crossed the plains for a thousand miles in 
a handcart in 1856, and was in the snowstorm from the Sweetwater to Salt 
Lake City. I am still trying to keep the faith of the Divine Master, and love 
our leaders. There is nothing to compare with the Gospel. Success to the 
Journal. 



Sister Lissa C. Chad wick, of the North Carolina Conference, writes: "I 
consider the Elders' Journal one of the sweetest papers I ever read, and think 
it should be a constant visitor to every home where religious truth can be en- 
dured, because it teaches the pure principles of life and salvation just as they 
have always been taught when a Gospel dispensation, recognised by (5od, has-been 
upon the earth. Last we^ I went on a visit up in Onslow and Jones Oove. I 
took the Journal with me and succeeded in interesting my friends sufficiently to 
obtain one subscription. I think others will subscribe also." 



Elders H. S. Parkinson and Joseph S. Fish, writing fipom Key West, Fla,, on 
Jan. 27, 1906, say : "We herewith send in seven subscriptions for the Elders' 
Journal. We have been making a special canvass for it this week and we take 
great pleasure in being able to repreeent such a valuable paper. We will try to 
send in some more soon. The people of Key West are very liberal minded in 
regard to religion. We have full liberty from the mayor and also have received 
many favors from some of the prominent men of this island. The only opposition 
we now have to our work is the spirit of indifference." 



Elder Dudley J. Hamblin, of Nutrioso, Ariz., writes: "I dearly love the 
Journal. In it I read where Elders visit places where I have been and taught 
the truth in my weak way. I love the people of the South. There it was 1 
found many a friend, when hungry and weary from traveling. I also love the 
South because there it was I gained a testimony of the Gospel, and the strongt.'st 
testimony I ever received was when I stood before the people there and told 
them of the Prophet Joseph Smith and his divine calling, for the Holy Ghost 
bore witness unto me that what I said was true." 



Elder W. R. Turner writes from Robinson, Utah, Jan. 3. that he is glad to 
hear all is lovely in the dear old Sunny South. "When I get the Elders' Journal 
and read the reports of the Elders, I think of my labors while there in the old 
Savannah home. It was the happiest two years of my life. I met many good- 
hearted, dear old friends, for whom I still have a lovie and would like to he^r 
from more of them, if I only had their addresses. The Journal for January 
is the best paper I have read and I would not think of having it stopped." 



"Uncle Mose" Smith sends us in the names of twelve new subscribers to 
the Journal, and says he isn't half through yet. When he was released to 
return homo. Uncle Mose said he was going to send us in about fifty new names, 
and it looks as though he was going to make his word good. How we would liko 
to see some of our other returned .missionaries go to work also, to show they 
have not forgotten us nor the good people of the South who were such friends 
to them when they traveled among them "without purse and scrip." 



Elder M. Powell Cosby writes : "I have just completed my visit among my 
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relatives. I found thirty-five or forty of them and received the b st of treat- 
ment. I find them very much divided on religious matters; seven different faiths 
are represented among them, while a portion of them are not connected with any 
church. I did not force my religious views upon them, but I had the privilege of 
explaining the scriptures to some 'of them and leaving tracts which they said they 
would read. Altogether I think my visit will be very profitable." 



"My father takes the Joubnal and I am his youngest daughter at home," 
writes Celia Phelps, of the Alabama C5onference, "and therefore it is not neces- 
sary for two in the same family to have it. So I send you a new subscriber in 
place of my own. I am going to do all I can for the Journax, for I know it is 
the best little paper any person can take. I have tried nine people today to get 
them to subscribe, an-d only got one, but that did not discourage me. The harder 
the world kicks at Mormonism, the stronger it makes our faith." 



We have received a nice letter from Brother John H. Maynard, of Silver 
Point, Tenn., in which he says that Elders Miller and Etherington have he] J 
several meetings in that neighborhood, and as a result more homes have been 
opened up for the Elders to visit, while many who cared nothing for Mormonism 
before are now beginning to investigate the Grospel. Brother Maynard praises 
the Journal and says that after reading it he distributes it among his neighboi-s 
and finds that it does much good. 



Sister S. F. Kitchen, of Junction, Utah, who went there from Virginia 
twenty months ago, ^nds in four subscribers to our little paper and says : "The 
Journal is a great comfort to our home. When I read it, it brings back to 
my memory all the happy hours I have spent in my little Virginia home w«tb 
the Elders and Saints, when we first embraced the Gospel. But I love my 
mountain home alright, and last fall at Conference met many of the Elders who 
used to visit us in Virginia." 



Brother P. H. Messervey writes from Osborn, S. C, that Brother Lemacks 
and he were requested by a few members of a Baptist congregation, about five 
miles from where he lives, to meet them at their school house and organize a 
Sunday School for their children. "So we went last Sunday," he says, "and com- 
plied with their request," adding that the good seed sown by the Elders there is 
bearing fruit. Brother Messervey sends us another subscriber to the Journal 
and promises more. Good! 



Brother Robert Barrett, of the Ohio Ck>nferenoe, sends in sixteen dollars, snJ 
says; "Apply five to the credit of my tithing, five towards payment of the grand 
monument so graciously and lovingly erected in memory of one of the greates* 
and most blessed of all time; five dollars in behalf of the needy, and one dollar 
for The Elders' Journal. The Journal and the Deseret News keep my 77 
years ripe with hope and inspiration. I may be called home any day, but have 
left no debts unpaid." 



Elder W. H. Findl-ay, of Fish Haven, Idaho, writes as follows : **I am 
very much pleased with the Journal. It takes me back to the fireside of my 
friends in the South, with the warm handshake and the kindly greeting. I hav-^ 
many friends in dear old Virginia with whom I labored twenty-six months. I 
have tried to keep up a correspondence with them, but I found it very unsatis- 
factory, and have not written lately. But I have not forgotten them by any 
means." 



Elder John Bailey, of Bluff, Utah, says: "I am deeply interested in the 
Journal, and though I have not sent in any subscriptions but my own, I can say 
that I never lose an opportunity to talk Journal, and perhaps in this way have 
influenced some to subscribe for it. No Elder that has labored in the South, or 
expects to labor there, or expects to produce sons to labor in the South, or any- 
where else for that matter, can afford to he without the Elders' Journal." 
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Bishop Orson WHkins, of Nutrioso, Ariz., writes : **I think the January 1 
number of the Journal, containing the articles and pictures of our martyred 
Prophet and Patriarch, well worth a year's subscription price. I always look 
for items of news from Hie Florida Conference, as that was my field of laboi*. 
I almost w-ish sometimes that I was back in the South helping to teach the Gospol 
to some of those good people down there." 



"I desire to express my appreciation of the little Journal. We have enjoyed 
the Elders* visits and looked forward to their coming with pleasure, but we were 
very lonely when they left. Since we subscribed for the Journal it partly fills 
the vacancy and we are able to keep informed on what they ore doing. Though 
I am not a member. I am always glad to have the Elders come." So writes Eli 
Stafford, in the Georgia Conference. 



Brother J. W. Edwards, of the South Carolina Conference, sends in a sub- 
scriber, concerning whom he says: **Mr. W is a member of the Baptist 

Church and has been for many years, but he says he has learned more from the 
Elders in a few days than he ever did learn from his ministers in all his life. 
Elders Jones and Gillies were here last summer and held a few meetings and made 
many friends." 



Elder C. K. Conrad, writing from Cincinnati, O., on January 26, 1906, says : 
"Elder E. P. Moser and I have just returned from a short country trip, where we 
visited Brother Alfred H. Young. He says the Elders' Journal is one of the 
newsiest little papers he ever got hold of, and he says : *I appreciate it as much 
as an Elder's visit to my home.' lie also had one of his neighbors subscribe lo: 
the Journal." 



Sister A. C. Rorya'll, of the North Carolina Conference, writes : "I have been 
thinking for some time that I would write j'ou and tell you how much good the 
little Journal has done me. I have been very sick for four months, but I have 
had it read to me every time. It is my greatest comfort and it does me so much 
good. I would almost rather do without the necessities of life than be without it." 



"I find the Journal very interesting and watch very closely for everything 
that comes from the Florida Conference, as that is a very dear spot to me," writes 
Elder Thomas J. John, of Woodruff, Idalio. "I not only think of those scenes, 
but dream of them also, find I long to be there once again, for it w^s truly the 
happiest time of my life. God bless the Florida Conference and its good people." 



**Tlke richest memories of my life had their origin in dear old Mississippi*, 
where I spent three years of my life, bearing testimony to the divine mission of 
our beloved Prophet, and of the saving power of the Gospel." So writes Elder 
Frank T. Pon^roy, of Mesa, Ariz., and adds: "The Journal brings back aud 
freshens those events, and does me good» and I don't want to miss a copy^* 



Elder Percival C. Winter, who was our eflScient commissary Elder at the 
Mission office when released, writes from his home in Rexburg, Idaho, that he is 
working hard for the Journal. He sends in the names of six new subscriber.'?, 
and says: **These are only a few, but I am going to get more, for the Journal 
is the proper kind of reading for the Saints to have in their homes." 



**T^e Journal is certainly an excellent missionary among the Saints at home 
as well as abroad," writes Elder L. M. Terry, of Hebron, Utah. "It carries mj 
nund h&ck to *01d Kentudc ' on the *blue grass' hills, where I spent many happy 
days. I have kept up correspondence with some of the Saints and friends, while 
some have moved around until I cannot reach them any longer." 



Sister Jane Ervin, of the North Carolina Conference, writes: "I am 
near seventy years old, and I am the only Latter-day Saint in this neighbor- 
hood. I can not do without The Elders* Journal, for it is a welcome mes- 



Digitized by 



Google 



212 ELDERS' JOURNAL 

senger of truth to m€, as I don't hear the Ellders preadi often, and I can hear 
of them through our glorious little paper." 



Brother W. H. Provoux, of the South Carolina CJonference, writes: "My 
daughter and I have been taking the Journal, hut as we are both in the same 
house one will answer for both. I will not lessen your subscription list, however, 
so I went out and got another subscriber, for it should have a place in the home of 
every honest seeker after truth." 



Writing from Cincinnati, O., Jan. 27, Pres. C S. Jones says : "I arrived in 
Ohio from Chattanooga without mishap and learned that all are well in the confer- 
ence. I have held two meetings and got a promise that every Saint except two in 
Cincinnati will pay their fast offerings. We have just got through holding a street 
meeting in Covingtop, Ky." 



We have received another consignment of "The Re-organized Church vs. Sal- 
vation for the Dead," which we wilJ sell as long as they last for twenty-five cents 
a dozen. Also "Blood Atonement," twenty cents per copy. Send in your orders 
early, as the supply will not last long. These are two excellent treatises, both by 
Elder Jos. F. Smith, Jr. 



Elders Sylvester Broadbent cmd L. Loraine Bagley report that they are doing 
a good work in Tampa, Florida. Their report for the week ending Feb. 2 shows: 
"BVimilies visited, 18 ; revisited, 12 ; tracts distributed, 151 ; books sold, 22 ; Book 
of Mormon sold, 1 ; books otherwise distributed, 12 ; meetings held, 3 ; gospel con- 
versations, 41. 



"I simply feast on the good reading the Joubnal contains," is the way in 
which Elder Josiah Leavitt, of Gunlock, Utah, expresses himself, at the same time 
sending in four new subscribers. "I am greatly interested in the work in the 
Southern States, as I labored in Kentucky and found -many good souls all around 
there." 



"We lost our little five-year-old girl in September last, and had more sickness 
in our family," writes Brother Bowden Williford, of the North Carolina Confer- 
ence. "My little boy was very sick, but some of the Elders came and administered 
to him and he has not been sick since. Five of my family belong to the church." 



Subscribers to the Deseret News, Juvenile Instructor or Improvement Era, 
who desire to change their address, should write direct to the oflSce of these publica- 
tions in Salt Lake City, Utah, about the matter and not address this Office. You 
will lose fewer numbers of your papers and magazines if you will remember this. 



E^er J. W. Grolightly of Preston, Idaho, sends in several new subscriptions 
and says : "I enjoy needing the Joxjbnal very much, as it brings the happy mis- 
sionary days back to my mind. I shall never forget the tender companionship 
of the men I labored with, and the good counsel I received from President Rich.'* 



Mary A. Melvin, of the Alabama Conference, who is only 11 years old, teils 
of the strong testimony her mother bore just before she died, leaving three little 
girls, the eldest being Mary. "My mother was a firm member," she writes, "and 
was the first one in Monroe County to let the Elders preach at our home." 



Brother W. J. Hartless, of the Virginia Conference, writes of the funeral 
sermon preached over his wife by Elders H. Ashley Rand end Geo. A. Webb. "I 
have been so lonely since she passed away. She had been a faithful member of the 
church for fifteen years, and when she passed away she did so in peace." 



"I can get more understanding of the Scriptures from one copy of ihv; 
Journal than out of a dozen common preachers around here, and I would have 
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to pay each of tbem more than fifty cents, or they would not preach for me." So 
writes Brother Morgan Martin, of the South Carolina CJonference. 



"I was wondering what to send my sister for a Christmas present," writes 
Elder James A. Blake, of Hinckley, Utah, "wben it dawned uipon me to send her 
a paid-up subscription to our dear little Journal." And so he orders it sent, 
together with other subscriptions. Good for Brother Blake. 



Elder Joseph J. Porter, of Escalante, Utah, writes on January 19 as follows : 
"Ekidoaed you will find check for $15.50, in ijayment of thirty-one subscriptions 
to the JouBNAL." Thanks, Brother Porter; that is the largest list we have yet 
received at one time. Who can beat it? 



Receipts are now being mailed to all who have sent in subscriptions since 
January 1. If you have not received yours within a day or two after this copy of 
the Journal reaches you, drop us a postal card telling us about the date you 
mailed it, so as we can trace it up. 



"We are thankful for the inspiring little Journal, which visits our home 
twice a month," writes Brother W. Calvin Marshall, of the Virginia Conference. 
"We are subscribers for six different publications, but we value the Journal above 
all the others put together." 



"It is a source of joy and satisfaction to me to read the testimonies of many 
of the Saints that appear in the Journal," writes Brother L. M. Faircloth, of the 
Kentucky Conference, who at the same time bears a strong testimony concerning 
the truthfulness of the Gospel. 



Elders Thos. A. Storey and Benjamin Larsen write that they are feeKiig 
greatly encouraged in their labors in Amherst and Campbell Counties, Va., :iu«l 
were delighted with the Sunday School near Lynch Station, held at the home 
of Brother Tuck. 



Elder A. Done, of Colonia Dublan, Mexico, writes that he considers the Jan- 
uary 1 number of The Elders* Journal worth more than the price of subscription. 
He expresses the gratitude he feels for the privilege he had of laboring in the 
Southern States. 



"Keep the Journal coming." writes Sister M. E. Oliver, of the Virginia Con- 
ference, "for I would not be without it for anything. It is my greatest desire to 
help forward this great work, and the Journal keeps me informed as to its 
progress." 



"When I read tiie Elders* Journal I can almost feel myself going over the 
once familiar ground, bearing glad tidings of good things to the people of Tennessee 
and other places where I labored." So writes Elder Jesse N. Perkins, of Taylor, 
Ariz. 



**The Journal brings many fond recollections of happy times spent in the 
South," writes EUder Anders Mortensen, of Bast Dale, Col., "and it would indeed 
be gratifying to shake the hands of my old friends in Virginia and North Carolina." 



"Myself and three children are the only ones in this county who belong to 
the church,*' writes Sister Aldosa Yarn, of the Georgia Conference. "I cannot 
afford to do without the dear little Journal, for it is such a solace to me.*' 



Sister Martha Hodges, of the East Tennessee Conference, writes of meeting 
with a sad accident recently, hurting one of her arms, but says that through the 
administration of the servants of God she was almost miraculously healed. 



Sister Mattie Carraway, of Pocatello, Idaho, sends in three more new 
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subscribers and says: "I love it better than any paper I ever read, and hope it 
will never die, for if it did, it would be like losing one of my loved ones.*' 



Sister Eliza Hawkins, of the Alabcuna Conference, in sending as in a new 
subscriber, says : "I think I will be able to send more soon. I want to get every 
one I can to subscribe, for it is the best company they can have." 



The East and Middle Tennessee C3onferencfc will be held at the Philharmonic 
Hall, comer Church and High streets, Nashville, on February 25. The Saints in 
both Conferences who can possibly arrange to attend should do so. 



"I can say that I love to read the Joubnal," writes Elder J. W. Caspersen, 
of Preston, Idaho, "for it not only reminds me of the many happy hours spent in 
the Sunny South, but teaches me the principles of the Gospel." 



**The sample number of the Journal I received reminded me of bygone days 
in the Sunny South, ten years ago. I enclose you money for two years* subscrip- 
tion.** So writes Elder Orton A. Williams, of Kaysville, Utah. 



**I have tried to get some of my neighbors to take the Journal, but none 
seem to want it. I loan out mine all fixe time and also my church works,'* writes 
Brother Edward Wilson, of the Kentucky Conference. 



Sister Josie Bodeford, of Hatton, Utah, sends us in sevien new subsoribei's. 
She recently emigrated from the South, and says: *'I am satisfied with my new 
home and would not be back there for anything.** 



L. G. McCard, of the Georgia Conference, says : "I have read several copies 
of the Journal given me by the Elders and other friends, and every one gets bet- 
ter. It is the grandest little paper I know of." 



"Here is the price for two i-ears' subscription to the Journal. Keep the 
little Southern visitor coming, for it is alwaj-s welcome.** So writes Elder N. A. 
Nelson, of Crescent, Utah. 



Elder D. E. Boam, of the South Carolina Conference, writes that he has 
recovered from his recent sickness and has resumed his labors in the field. We 
are truly glad to hear it. 



Brother L. S. Fleming, of the Florida Conference, writes: **We don't have' 
the Elders very often, but we have the dear Journal twice a month, and we 
prize it highly." 



**I cannot get along without the little Preacher,** is the way Sister Sarah A. 
Nye, of the CHiio Conference, writes concerning the Journal, and we rather like 
the name. 



"The Journal is such a comfort to me and my family that it would be hanl 
to miss getting it," writes Brother S. W. Woods, of the South Carolina Conference. 



Brother R. J. Jewell, of the Georgia Conference, sends in two subscribers and 
says he will soon send some more, as several have told him they want the paper. 



Brother J<^n T. Bates, of the Georgia Conference, says : "I have been taking 
the Journal for two years and would not be without it for twice the price.** 



If there are any Elders in the field who ha\'e not made application for clergy 
permits they should correspond with the Mission Office at once. 



**I am pleased with the Journal and especially with the subjects bandied from 
a scriptural standpoint,** writes Brother A. G. Brown. 
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From a letter just received from Elder Jos. F. Smith, Jr., we extract the 
following words of commendation for our little paper: **I have always taken a 
great deal of interest in reading The EjLDEbs' Journal, which we receive reg- 
ularly at the Historian's office, for I feel that it is one of the brightest and most 
interesting of our publications, also one of historical interest. I feel that its 
value will increase as the years go by." 



Brother R. H. Bowen, of the Kentucky Conference, writes: "I want my 
neighbors to learn the truth, and so I give you the names of two of them whom 
I induced to subscribe for the Journal." 



Elders receiving olive oil in tubes will kindly put a two-cent stamp on the 
lube and jnail it back to us. Please do not forget this. 



ARRIVALS. 

The following Elders arrived in Chattanooga from Zion on Sunday, Feb- 
ruary 11, 1906: 

Elder Marcus B. Farr of Ogden, Utah; Elder W. R. Wightman, Payson, 
Utah. Sister Sadie Turman, of Sugar, Idaho, arrived with these brethren, an^J 
will spend the summer among her father's relatives in Kentucky. 



APPOINTMENTS. 

Elder W. D. Bocker has been appointed to preside over the Middle Ten- 
nessee Conference. 

Elder Geo. L. Morrison has been appointed to preside over the Alabama 
Conference. 

Elder William A. Petty has been appointed to preside over the North Caro- 
lina Conference. 

Elder John H. Gibbs has been appointed to preside over the South Caro- 
lina Conference. 

Elder R. Ray Nixon has been released from presiding over the South Caro- 
lina Conference and will spend two or three weeks in each Conference, going 
o\^r the records, and giving special instructions regarding their proper keeping. 



TRANSFERS. 



Elder D. A. Tidwell has b^en transferred from the Mississippi to the Florida 
Conference. 



RELEASES. 

Elders L. E. Harris and C. E. Moore have been honorably released from 
traveling in the Alabama Conference to return home. 

Elder J. A. Humphries has. been honorably released from laboring in the 
Kentucky Conference to return home. 

Elder C. A. Montgomery has been honorably released from the North Carolina 
Conference to return home. 

President W. B. Fitt, of the North Carolina Conference, has been honorably 
released to return home. 

President J. W. Grjint, of the Middle Tennessee Conference, has been 
honorably released to return home. 

President J. B. Bean, of the Alabama Conference, has been honorably released 
and will be transferred to the Eastern States Mission. 

EJder S. L. Cox has been released from laboring in the Middle Tennessee 
Conference to return home, on account of sickness due to injuries received in St. 
Louis on his way to Chattanooga, where he nearly lost his life by escaping gas in 
his bedroom. Elder John B. Woodward has been honorably released to accom- 
pany Elder Cox to his home. 
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THE DEAR WIFE AT HOME. 

The dear little wife at home, John, 

She has ever so much to do, 
Stitches to set and babies to pet, 

And so many steps for you. 
The beautiful household fairy, 

Filling your home with light, 
Whatever you meet today, John, 

Go cheerily home tonight. 

Although you are worn and weary. 

You needn't be cross or curt. 
There are words like darts to gentle hearts, 

There are looks that wound and hurt. 
With the key in the latch at home, John, 

Drop troubles out of sight; 
To the dear little wife who is waiting. 

Go cheerily home tonight. 

What though the tempter try you, 

Though the shafts of adverse fate 
May gather near and the sky be drear 

And the laggard fortune wait. 
You are passing rich already. 

Let the haunting fears take flight, 
With the faith that wins success, John, 

Go cheerily home tonight. 

Margaret E. Sanqster. 



PAPA'S KISS. 

"\Vhy don't .vou kiss like mamma?" 

Asked the little maid of three. 
As she ran to greet her papa. 

And climbed upon his knee. 
"Her kisses taste like candy. 

And are dood enough to eat : 
But your mouth does taste awful, 

And ain't the least bit sweet." 

"That is so," replied the father — 

Her eyes he dare not meet — 
"There's no reason why, my darling, 

My kiss should not he sweet." 
To him the thought was galling. 

That each evening with his kiss, 
He had thoughtlessly polluted 

Those innocent young lips. 

"Come here, dear wife and mother. 

And help me take this vow ; 
Neither liquor nor tobacco 

Shall touch my lips from now. 
And oh, dear Heavenly Father. 

Thou who art good and wise, 
I thank Thee for this angel 

Who has opened my blind eyes," 
Samuel F. Harker. 



DEATHS. 

Harris — At Jackson, Va., December 22, 1905, of bronchitis, Aaa R., the six- 
j ear-old son of Brother J. W. Harris. Funeral was held January 24. 

Martin — At Phoenix, Miss., January 26, 190G, of bronchial pneumonia, Mil- 
dred, the twin child of Brother and Sister J. J. Martin; bon* December 18 1904. 

edited and pubushsd by 

Elder Ben. E. Rich, of the Southern States Mission, 

chattanooga, tenn. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ELDEES' JOUKNAL 

PUBLI8HBD 8BMI-M0NTHLT BY THB 

SOUTHERN STATES MISSION. 

Oppiob, 711 Fairtixw avenue, Chattanooga, Tbnn. 
P. O. Box 417. 

Subscription, ftO Cents per Annum 

Entered as second-clMs mail matter at Post Office, Chattanooga, Tenn. 



** Salvation cannot come without rcvfUitiotf ; it is in vain for any one to minister 
without it. A'o man is a ministfr of Jesus Christ tcithout being a Prophet. No 
man can be a minister of Jesus ("hrist except he has the testimony of Jesus; and 
this is the spirit of prophecy. Whenever salvation has been administered, it has 
been by testimony. Men of the present time testify of heaven and of helU and 
have never seen either; and I will say that no man knows these things without 
Mi>."— JOSEPH SMITH, the I'rophet. June, ia*50. 
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FEBRUARY REVIEW. 

AiABAMA — The Elder*! are still laboring in the Southern part of the Con- 
ference, letters were sent out notifying: th^m to be at Mobile on Feb. 4 for 
conference. All respoiKled but Elders David Larsen and Cbas. W. Ii^mith, who 
failed to receive notic* in time on account of their letters beinj? delayed by the 
mail routes becoming impassable through the swamps in this high-water seaoon. 
(>n Saturday a priesthood meeting was held in a room of the Duncan House. 
President Jesse F. Bean read the notes (he had taken, and repeated much of the 
valuable in-srtructions received at the meeting of the Conference Presidents at 
(Chattanooga. After dinner all enjoyi^l a very pleasant excursion to Dophin, 
Point C^lear and Battles, on board the t^teamer ^'Pleasure Bay.*' President Ben 
E. Rich arrived Sunday and at the afternoon and evening meeting explained che 
Gospel plan and what Mormonism stands for in e way that those who heard 
will never forget. AJl the Saints and Elders expressed their appreciation of 
his visit and timely instruction. Preimrations had been made for a large crowd. 
The German Relief Hall wai? rented, two thousand dodgers distributed, a notice 
put in the papers, all the friends and investigators personally invited, but not- 
withstanding all this, the attendance was discouragingly small. The jjeople here 
may see the day when they will be glad to hear from an authorized servant of 
the Ijord. After baving tiheir photogrraph taken in a group, the Elders left for 
their fields of labor. Elder Geo. L. Morrison, who has been appointed to pre- 
side over this Conference, arrived from Virginia, and with President Bean pro- 
ceeded to Walton county to meet with several other Elders in branch con- 
ference ott the 17th and 18th, at Laurel Hill. The meetings were well attended 
and the conference in every way a success. On Sunday the Masonic Hall was 
packed at both services. The Elders have started again into the oountry, two 
by two. All are well and enjoying their labors. Elder R. S. Porter is teach- 
ing school at Lusk, Choctaw county. We wonder if the same Christian (?) 
spirit will inspire the people of that neighborhood to bum the new Latter-day 
Saintfl* Church and drive out the teacher as it did those poor p(H)ple at Harkers 
Island, N. C We hope not. We think that i>eople ought to see that our Elders 
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are trjing to do them good, when they will teach day-school free of charge in 
localities where the children have no other opportunities to attend school. What 
can be more like true Christian charity than this? Where will you find other 
preachers that will do it? 

East I'ennessee — The i)ast month has been one of progress. Some f en- 
cases of sickness have been reported, but all were of short durart:ion. On Feb. 
7 Elders Taylor, Hobson and President Ford started visiting Elders and Saints 
of Van Buren, White, Putnum and De Kalb counties. In each of these coun- 
ties good work is being done, and many friends and investigators h-ave been 
made by the energetic work of the Elders laboring there. On Sunday, Feb. 18, 
the Elders being on their way to Nashville, four pair unexpectedly met at Ensor, 
Putnum county. It was a happy meeting for all, and to use the church house 
in which "Mormons" had never before held meeting, was granted -and a very 
successful public meeting was held, after which the Elders and Saints retired 
to the home of Brother J. R. Fields, where a sacrament and testimony meeting 
was held. 

Florida — On the return of President J. B. Heaton from the successful 
conference held at the Mission Home in Chattanooga, he found all well excepting 
Elder Phillips, who is still afflicted with rheumatism, and Elder Thonms T. 
Farr, with kidney trouble. We have received a letter from Elders Sylvester 
Broadbent and L. Loraine Bagley, at Tampa, Fla., from which we quote the fol- 
lowing regarding their work there: "While canvasing the first day we met 
Brother and Sister Brannen, who, though not members of the Church, were 
kind enough to offer us their house to hold meetings in and we gladly accepted. 
We started a series of cottage meetings, holding three and four each week, 
while we were in Tampa. All the people in tha.t neighborhood and some from 
other parts of the city attended quite regularly and became interested in the 
(rospel. We took up a series of subjects, -and all were pleased with our inter- 
pretation of the Scriptures. We were also very successful in distributing liter- 
ature, meeting with little opposition. We made many friends, who will be glad 
to see the Elders at any time they^ are in Tampa. We concluded our work in 
Tampa with a well attended meeting on the 14th." Elders R. W. Snyder and 
ij. E. Peterson are now laboring in Jacksonville. They have just finished tract- 
ing Gadsdeu count>'. Our Elders seem to be united and taking an interest in 
spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which is a great comfort to all who und^- 
stand it and obey the same. Conference address — Jacksonville, Fla., Box 793. 

Georgia — ITie work here for the past month has been somewhat hindered 
by the rainy weather. However, all the brethren are doing what they can for 
the progress of the Grospel. Some sickness has prevailed the past month, but all 
are well and happily at work again, with the exception of Elder B. B. Brad- 
shftw, at Macon, who for sometime has been suffering with rheumatism. Elder 
W. C. Shipley and Geo. M, Gooch report from Soperton, Montgomery county, 
that recently they have held twelve meetings in that neighborhood, baptized 
three converts and have more invitations to visit homes than they can fulfill. 
At Macon the work is in a thriving condition. Elder A. B. Palmer, who has 
charge of the wx>rk there, continues to say, *'There is not enough Elders here to 
do the work." In Atlanta and) Augusta the work continues to grow. President 
W. H. Little and Elder B. Nielson are visiting through the country districts. 
They expect to see all the Elders on their trip. A branch conference haa been 
appointed at Soperton in the Smut settlement. A rousing: time is expected. 
The address of President W. H. Little will be Stillmore, Emanuel county, Ga.. 
until further notice. 

Kentucky — The first of the month opened with verv favorable conditions 
for the work of the Lord in this part of His vineyard. Good weather prevailed 
and all the Elders felt well. A number of very succesrful meetings were held, 
and one baptism was reported from Sebree, Webster county. Elder J. A. Humph- 
ries officiating in the ordinance. On the 8th we were very pleased to have our 
ranks enlarged by Elder I>avid E. Boam, who for the last fourteen months has 

(Continued on page 280) 
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THE SACRED GROVE AND MEMORIAL MONUMENT. 

Throug'h the kindiifessr of the publisrbers of the Improvement Era and Juven- 
ile Instructor, we are enabled to present to the readers of the Joubnal this 
Iserue some vie^s of the Joseph Smith memorial monument, the cottage erected 
nearby, and the sacred grove wthere (.he boy prophet poured out his soul unto 
the Lord and received his grand vision of the Father and the Son. TTie cottage 
is a beautiful, cozy place, ae can be very easily imagined from the picture 
herewith. When Junius F. Wells visited the spot for the purpose of building 
a memorial upon it, he found naught but the remnants of the crumbling found- 
ation walls of the old house where Joseph Smith was bom ; but in the center 
thereof, guarded by two overreaching trees of flaiming maple, lay the great 
hearthstone, still embedded in the earth, and around it a few crumbling bricks 
of the old chimney. Hither he led the architect : "Build me a house," he said, 
**which may be of varying proportions aaid details, but of whatsoever it be, let 
the center of this hearthstone be the center of all your plans. Above this stone, 
you shall erect a wide and simple open fireplace, in keeping with its outlines; and 




The Oottasa and Monument. 

this hearthstone shall be the altar on which this home shall rest." And it is 
so done. The cottage itself is in exact harmony with the whole atmosphere of 
reality and ideality. Its broad, simple, flowing outlines, its sunny, wide porches, 
and its great, roomy cellar, its beautifully simple, yet costly furniture of mis- 
sion design, its furnace below and its bathroom above, all mark it as a modem 
miracle to the plain, simple dwellers of the hills, who meet only with such 
luxuries as furnaces and bathtubs, \n (hotels and books. A caretaker will live 
at the cottage, plenty of literature for the stranger will be on. sale there ; while 
its roof -tree will shelter the weary, elder or saint who may knock at its hos- 
pitable door. 

W^e have already published a description of the monument in the July 15ch 
number of the Journal, so we w^ill not repeat it here. We give, however, the 
dedicatory prayer of President Joseph F. Smith, delivered on December 23, 1905, 
the one-hundredth anniversary of the Prophet Joseph's birthday. It is as follows: 
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*'Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be^Thy most holy name. \Ve, 
Thy servants and handmaidens, representing the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, have gathered here to dedicate this monument to the memory of Thy 
servant, Joseph Smith, the sji-eat Prophet and Seer of the nineteenth century, who 
was born into the world near this spot on the 23rd day of December, 1805 — one 
hundred years ago. 




The Sacred Grove. 

"It was from him that we received the everlasting Gospel, revealed to him by 
the Eternal Father, through Jesus Christ, the Son. 

**With hearts of gratitude to Thee for the light and truth of Thy Gospel, the 
authority of the Holy Priesthood, and the ordinances of salvation for the livinvr 
and for the dead through Thy servant Joseph Smith ; in loving remembrance of 
him, and grateful for the privilege of being present on this occasion, we dedicate 
to Thee the ground on which stands this monument that it may be sacred and 
most holy. We dedicate the foundation, tyiwcal of the foundation Thou hast laid, 
of Apostles and Prophets, with Jesus Christ, Tliy Son, as the chief comer-stone. 
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We dedicate the base, as typifying the rock of revelation on which Thy Church is 
built. We dedicate the die, witli its inscriptions, as apfpropriate to the whole 
design. We dedicate the capstone as a sign of the glorious crown that Thy servant 
Joseph has secured unto himself through his integrity to Thy cause, and of that 
similar reward which dhall grace the iiead of each of his faithful followers. We 
dedicate the spire, as a token of the inspired man of God whom Thou didst make 
indeed a polished shaft in Thine hand, reflecting the Hght of heaven, even Thy 
glorious light, unto the children of men. 

"We dedicate the whole monument, as signifying the finished work of human 
redemption. And we now earnestly invoke upon it Thy blessing, O Lord, and ask 
Thy divine appro^'al, acceptance, and protection, that it may stand as a lasting 
testimony to the world of the love and devotion of Thy i)eople, of the opening of 
the last dispensation, and the coming of the Son of Man. May it be preserved 
frm the ravages of time, t}^e disintegrating action of the elements, from upheavals 
of the earth's surface, and from the violence of human malice or caprice. May 
it be surrounded by the influence of the spirit of peace, and remain a joy to Thy 
people who may behold it, and a silent witness to Thee to all who may look 
upon it. 

**And may the light of the Gospel restored to the earth through Thy servant, 
the Prophet Joseph Smith, shine forth to every land and nation, until all people 
shall come to the knowledge of Thy truth, and the name of Thy chosen minister 
be known for good, and not for evil, unto the uttermost parts of the earth. 

**Ble8» those who have contributed of their means for the erection of this 
monument. And remember in loving kindness all Thy peopled Deal out blessings, 
prosperity, and continued happiness upon our glorious country and aH her people. 
Hiess and preserve our nation, and guide those who direct her affairs in all their 
f^xalted stations. Give the judicial, lawmaking, and executive branches of our 
government adequate wisdom, that her integrity may be preserved, and that her 
glorious institutions, the just liberties of her people and the rights of all her 
citizens may be preserved and perpetuated. 

"And, O God, we ask Thee, in the name of Thy Son Jesus Christ, that thou 
wilt blesB and sanctify all the land surrounding this spot, sacred to the memory of 
all Thy people, it being the birthplace of Thy servant Joseph. May it be hallowed 
by Thy people. May Thy blessing abide upon it, that it may be a blessed place, 
where Thy people may visit from time to time and rejoice in contemplating Thy 
goodness in that Thou hast restored to the earth the fulness of the Gospel of Thy 
Son, with all the power and authority necessary to administer it and all its ordi- 
nances unto the inhabitants of the earth, for their salvation and for the redemp- 
tion of their dead. 

**And inasmuch as this Httle cottage has been erected and provision made by 
which all the expenses thereof may be defrayed, we offer unto Thee this building, 
and ask that Thou wilt sanctify it ; for we dedicate it unto Thee, and consecrate it 
to the needs of those who shall come to visit here to contemplate, and to receive 
instruction, light, and understanding concerning Thy great latter-day work. May 
no harm come to this little dwelling. May those who dwell here possess the spirit 
of light and truth in their hearts. May their souls burn with love for the salva- 
tion of the human family, and may they take great paiins in administering unto 
those that shall come, for their comfort and enlightenment, that they may be assist- 
ed in their search for that which will exalt them and bring them back into Thy 
presence. 

**We ask Thee also. Heavenly Father, that Thou wilt remember in Thy mercy 
and in Thy continued lo\'e, Thy servant, Junius F. W>lls. who has borne this great 
labor and responsibility. May Thy blessing and peace abide in him. We thank 
Thee for him, and his integrity, for his persistent and intelligent labor in the ac- 
complishment of this work. We pray for Thy blessings to be upon him from this 
time henceforth and forever. Bless him with those things that are needful for life, 
and with Thy Spirit, that he may continue to live in the light of Thy countenance. 

"Wilt Thou bless abundantly also those who have taken part in this labor — 
the laborer^,^ those who have directed the work, and those who have furnished the 
material and the skill with which this labor has been accomplished. We ask Thy 
blessing upon them. Holy Father, one and all. May they prosper in the land. 
May they be blessed of the Lord in their basket and in their store, in their outgoing 
and incoming, when they shall lie down and when they shall rise up. O GJod, put 
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First photograph of the completed Joseph Smith Memorial Monument, at Sharon. 
Windsor County. Vermont, after unveiling. President Jos4'ph F. Smith in the centre 
of a group of Utah people about the hA»e, 
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Thy Spirit into their hearts: lead them in the path of righteousness, and prosper 
them in the labor of their hands. 

"We ask Thee to bless the people of South Royalton, of Tunbridge, and 
Sharon, and of the surrounding country. And this land being the birthplace and 
the Dursingplace of many of Thy most faithful and renowned servants, who have 
made their mark in the world for the uplifting and benefiting of mankind, O God, 
wilt Thou let Thy blessing and peace be upon this land. May it be prospered. 
May those who dwell here multiply and increase and replenish the earth. May all 
barrenness be removed from the soil, that it may be fruitful and prosperous from 
ibis time forward;* that good men may gather here, and those bom here find place 
and be happy and enjoy themselves in the midst of these everlasting hills. 

"We ask all these blessings, heavenly Father, and we dedicate unto Thee 
ourselves, our labors, and all that we have, and this gathering, and those who ha^e 
come here to assist us in the services. Thy servants and handmaidens who have 
come here to sing for us, we pray for Thy blessing to be upon them, and upon 
each and every one. Bless all that seek to do good, to build up ; and sustain the 
righteous, the upright, the honest, and Ihe pure in heart in all the land. 

"These mercies. Holy Father, we humbly ask, and we rejoice in Thy mercy 
and kindness unto us. We give honor, and glory, and praise and obedience unto 
Thy most holy name, and ask Thee to accept of this monument and of this little 
cottage, these services, and nil our efforts. 

"We rejoice in Thy goodness. We praLse and adore Thee this day. We 
conunend ourselves, with this monument, unto Thee. Glory, and honor, and 
majesty, and power, and dominion, be ascribed unto God and the Lamb now and 
forever. Amen." 

The grove is three miles from Palmyra, which is in the northwestern iwwt 
of the state of New York, and is part of the farm where Joseph Smith lived 
with his parents in 1820. It is upwards of eighty-five years since Joseph 
Smith, with wondering eyes, looked upon the Father and the Son in thac 
grove; and the grove still remains as a silent witness to the fact that within 
its sacred precincts was beheld che most glorious manifestation of this age, if 
not of any age. "We approached the grove with peculiar emotions," says Bro. 
Arthur Winter, who was one of President Joseph F. Smith's party to that 
sacred place last December, "and, standing upon that sacred ground, our hearts 
were stirred within us. Here eighty-five years ago^ on a glorious spring morn- 
ing, the boy Joseph Smith knelt and prayed to Qod for light and wisdom. Here 
he struggled with the power of Satan until almost overcome. Here appeared 
before his wondering gaze che very Eternal Faither and His Son Jesus Christ. 
The Fathei' introduced His Son, and the Son, by His own mouth, answered the 
prayer of the humble boy. Here on this sacred spot and on that memorable 
spring day, a new era dawned. Here, in this wooded temple, God once again 
revealed Himself in person, and by so doing dissipated the fal*> conceptions 
that prevailed concerning Him. Who will say that this was not a momentous 
time in this world's history? And surely the place where both the Father and 
the Son appeared in person must be hallowed ground on earth. In calling the 
place a grove, we do not wish to convey the impression that it is only a little 
place with a small bunch of trees. Not so. It is several acres in extent, and 
contains a large number of trees, principally maple and birch. Many of the 
trees are beautiful specimens, and some of them no doubt were standing when 
the Prophet visited it. 



"Since the Journal of January 1 came." writes Elder James E. FoUett, of 
Mathews, Ariz., "I have tried to get others to subscribe. It is received with great 
joy at our home." 



Sister S. A. Benton, of the South Carolina Conference, writes that the little 
Sunday School at Islandton is progressing finely and that it is regularly attended 
by many friends. 



Brother Bd. Gordon, of Helier, Utah, sends us in a batch of four new sub- 
scribers, and say« : "I have the promise of three more, and will do all I can for 
your little gem." 
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BEN B. RICH, Bditor. ' JAMES H. WALLIS, ABSOOiATi Editor. 



EDIXO RIAL. 



HE DOES NOT SPEAK TO THEM. 

At the Sixty-Eighth semi-annual Conference of the Church, when Elders 
M. F. Cowley and A. O. Woodruff were selected to fill the vacancies which ex- 
isted in the quorum of the Twelve, the late Presitlent George Q. Gannon, the il- 
lustrious fath<r of the present editor of the Salt I^ke Tribune, made the fol- 
lowing remarks: *7 have been gladdened during this Conference over one thing. 
I believe the nomination of the two brethren tcho arc appointed to fill the 
vacancy in the quorum of the Apostles came as a surprise to the community, if 
not to the Haints. I have not seen ichat the papers have said at different 
times, but I understand they have been picking and choosing and mentionifig the 
name of every man that is at all conspicuous in the Churchy as likely to be 
chosen. It is evident that the Lord did not tell them anything.** 



CHINESE MOBS VS. CHRISTIAN MOBS. 

In our correspondence with the governor of North Carolina, he states that 
bis people do not Hk? our faith. In this connection, we might mention 
that the papers just now are saying that the Chinese do not like the Christian 
faith. Such are not just reasons why Chinese should mob Christians, nor why 
North Carolina Christians should mob Monnon Eldei-s and burn their churches. 
We call special attention to the cartoon in this issue on page 227, and recom- 
mend that Christian ministers take a little more notice of what is happening un- 
der their very noses and not let their interests in far-off China prevent them from 
being decent at home. What happened on Harker's Island was the outcome of 
the work of a Christian minister and we would be pleased to have some Chris- 
tian minister challenge us to the contrary. 



THE WORK ACCOMPLISHED IN 1905. 

We publish herewith the statistical report of the Southern States Mission 
for the year ending December 31, 1005. and feel truly grateful to our Father in 
Heaven for having so greatly blessed the labors of the noble band of Elders who 
labored during that period in this part of His vineyard. We consider that a 
great work w-as accomplished, and that there is much cause to rejoice, because 
this is a day **as when they have gathered the summer fruits, as the grape 
gleanings of the vintage." There have been but an average of two hundred 
elders in the field during the past year, and yet o55 persons were initiated into 
the fold of Christ by baptism, and almost two hundred thousand people, who 
never before heard the Gospel, were iwivileged to have an Elder of the Lord 
Jesus Christ converse with them ujKm the glorious Gospel truths and the 
divine mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith. There is much food for reflection 
in the results shown by the figures publislvd herewith, and we trust all will 
study the table carefully : 
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In t-his coniMK?tion we take pJeasure in publishing the following extract 
from a letter written by Pres. Ilelx^r J. Grant of the European Mission, which 
gives an iciea of the work accomplished "across the pond" last year : 

"We are basy on our annual reports. I have just taken off some figures 
as to tracts, hooks and conversations as wvll as baptisms and made some com- 
parisons with 1904. I enclose you some figures which 1 have made. They show 
an increase of 351,90G tracts, 0,427 l>ooks, 58,08G conversations and 27 baptisms 
as against 1904. There may be some slight Changes as all the conference re- 
ports are not ch- eked up, but these figures are approximateJy correct. I need 
not tell you that I am very pleased indeed with the showing which the Elders 
in this Mission have made for the past year. They have worked hard and I 
am sure are kippior and more contented than they were a year ago. I have 
always found that the itwre we do for the spread of the Gospel the happier we 
are in our labors." Our totals for 1905 were : 2,722,709 tracts. G2,182 books, 
174.51G conversations amd 629 baptisms. 



MORE CONCERNING MARKER'S ISLAND. 

In order that the Elders laboring throughout the Mission, and also the 
members of the Church and our friends, may i-ealisse that we are doing all that 
we possibly can to bring to justice the parties who are responsible for the 
A«t ruction of our Church on Harkers Lsland, and the threats uttered against 
the Elders and Saints, we publish this issue some of the correspondence that 
has passed between President Rich and the Governor of North Carolina, together 
\^-ith some other additional facts connected with the trouble there, all of Avhich 
we know will be read with much interest : 

PRESIDENT rich's LETTER TO THE GOVERNOR. 

<'hattanooga, Tenn., Feb. 10, 190G. — Hon. Robert B. Glenn, Governor, 
Raleigh, N. C. — Sir : On the night of January 16, 1906, a church belonging to 
our organization was destroyed by fire on Harker*s Island, off Beaufort, in your 
State, by p.^raons unknown to us. The act was the direct result of an agitation 
worked up by a minister named Morgan, who incited the lawless element tiiere 
to commit this dastardly act. Not content with destroying the place of worship 
erected by in^^imbers of our Chui*ch, they have sinee threatened the lives and 
property of those who entertain and shelter our Elders, while they even warned 
a non-meml)er of our Church, who is in business ther\ tliat if he did not dis- 
charge tlie young lady employed by hiin as a clerk, aiid who is a member of our 
faith, that they would bum him out. The young lady was immediately dis- 
charged. 

- There had betn no school on the Island, and the children there were grow- 
ing up in ignorance. As President of the Southern States Mission, I was ap- 
pealed to for help and asked to send one of our Elders there, who was com- 
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petent to teach sohooJ. I did so, and the diildren of both members and non- 
membere to the number of nearly forty, were enrolled, and our Church was 
fitted up for school purposes. The outlook was fair for excellent results, no 
charge being made for tuition, and all parents being free to send their children 
and have them educated. No religious instruction of any kind, in the least 
degree, was imparted, but the school was conductedi as the most exacting would 
require. With tho burning of the Church, school had to stop temporarily. An 
empty house was secured from a friend, and our Elders then commenced to 
fix it up until something better could be done, making ben<dies, desks, black- 
boards, etc., so that it was only a few days before school re-convened. Threat- 
ening letters were then sent the parents, warning them to take their diildren 
out of the Mormon school, or their homes would? be burned down, as the Church 
had been. They also threatened to burn the school building down, if school 
was not stopped. Fearing the results of theee threats, the heads of families 
receiving these * letters have continuourfy guarded their homes at night 
with guns, not knowing any moment when all that they possess of worldly goods 
would be destroyed by fire. Such a scene of terror did the conditions there be- 
come, that I sent Elder James H. Wallis, as my personal representative, to in- 
vestigate conditions on the Island, and take what steps he considered necessary. 
He reached Beaufort on Monday night late, February 5, and the next morning 
he waited on the Sheriff, Mr. Hancock, who told him that he was powerless to 
render any help, that if he incurred any indebtedness in running down the per- 
petrators, he would ha.ve to pay the expenses out of his own pocket. He said 
there was no officer on the Island, nor even a justice of the peace or a constable ; 
that there were about 400 people diere; that the Island Jay several miles out 
from the main land, with neither telephone nor telegraph communications. Elder 
Wallis next hunted up the County Attorney, Mr. Charles L. Abernatny, and 
that gentleman said he had no jurisdiction in criminal cases, that he was simply 
employed by the county commissioners to giye that body advice in civil matters. 
Consequently E21der Wallis failed to get any promise of iielp or future protection 
from the county officials there, but dad authorize the Sheriff to offer a reward of 
$50 to be given to any person imparting information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of the guilty parties. He then crossed to the Island, and made a 
thorough investigation of conditions there. He found the people, as already 
stated, guarding their homes at night, and fearful of results. He concluded it 
best to withdraw the two elders from the Island, until the excitement abated, 
and something had been done to arrest and punish tho»? who were responsible 
for the conditions there. 

On his way back to Chattanooga, Elder Wallis stopped at Raleigh in the 
hopes of being able to meet you and lay the situation fully before you. Failing 
in this, I now present herewith a brief statement of the matter, and appeal to 
you, as Governor of a great State, as an upholder of law and order and good 
government, as the sworn defender of the Constitution of our glorious country, 
which guarantees every man religious freedom, to give the members of our faith 
on Harker's Island the protection they are entitled to. We feel that our earnest 
petition will not be ignored, but that with the co-operation of the Attorney- 
General of your State, some measures can be taken by you, looking to a peace- 
ful solution of the trouble. 

The matter is urgent, and we plead with you that there be no unnecessary 
delay in taking what steps are best in the accomplishment of the ends desired, 
so that no further crime may be committed, and that those who have outraged 
the law may be promptly dealt with. Most respectfully yours, 

Ben E. Rich, 
gov. glenn of north carolina replies. 

State of North Carolina, Executive Department, Raleigh, February 21, 
1906. — Mr. Ben E. Rich, Chattanooga, Tenn. — Dear Sir: Your letter is a very 
extraordinary one. I have just come from the section about which you write, 
and did not hear a word in regard to theee terrible outrages committed against 
your people. However, we are a law-abiding people, and if any lawlessness has 
been committed, we will look into it. Write to Hon. L. I. Moore, Greenville, 
N. C, who is the solicitor of that district, and he will see that your wrongs, if 
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any, are righted. Our people do not like jx>ur faith, but certainly will protect 
your i)eople against criminal outrage. Yours very truly, 

R. B. Glenn, 
Governor of North Carolina. 

PRESIDENT RICH REPLIES TO THE GOVERNOR. 

Chattanooga, Tenn., Feb. 23. 1906. — Hon. R. B. Glenn, Governor, Raleigh, 
N. C. — Dear Sir: Your very candid letter reached me today, and I thank you 
for your promise of protection in behalf of my people, and I will write to Hon. 
L. I. Moore as suggested, sending him all necessary data. 

I note what you say about your people not liking my faith, which I realize 
is strictly correct, when we consider what is known as the "majority." I am 
iv^minded, however, that the principal cause of the crucifixion o€ our Blessed 
Redeemer was on account of Him belonging to the helpless minority, and also, 
because the great majority was totally void of that spirit of religious tolerance 
which, about eighteen hundred y^ars later, was injected into the veins of the 
American Constitution. But you realize. Governor, that many times in the 
history of the world, the minority has been misjudged and wrongfully dealt with, 
which should act as a lesson to you and to me that nevor, while we can prevent, 
shail might become right. 

At the present time, I can truthfully say to you, from statistics at my com- 
mand, that there are about 1,405 citizens of >-our state who DO like my faith, 
and belon? to it. About 57 of this number reside upon the little Island where 
this trouble occuriied, and thought enough of their faith to erect the little house 
of worship which has been destroyed, and still think enough of it to patiently 
cling. to rh 'ir faith, while all of these indignities are being heaped upoo' them. 
They are entitled to just as mucli protection as though they belonged to the 
invat majority. In the country where I come from the majority do not like the 
faith of some other p^ple, but, thank God, they have Americanism enough to 
eee that the constitutional rights of individual American citizens are protected 
to the extent of i>ermittin^ them to worship God Almighty according to the 
dictates of their own consi'ience, let them worship how, when and what they 
please. This is what we have a right to ask in North Carolina, and this is 
what the power of the State will see that we have, if the American blood run- 
ning in their veins is of th* same quality as that found in the veins of my 
people in the West, who probably do not worship at the same altar as the one 
to which some others bow. Pardon me, Grovemor, for making mention of this 
fact, but the little mention you made of my faith n'-»cessarily called it out. 

The .:n*eat Jefferson, referring to religious freedom, once said, **It behooves 
every man who values lilK?rty of conscience for himself to resist invasion of it 
in the case of others, or their case may, by change of circumstances, become his 
own." I think this is as grand a sermon as can be found anywhere within the 
lids of the Sacred Scriptures, and if I were (xovemor of a State, by the EHemel 
I would enforce this Jeffersonian doctrine if it took tJje entire militia of the 
state to plant it, with granite-like stability, that all the religious bigots within 
her borders would n**ver dare to mar its beauty. 

Again thanking you for your promise of protection, I am, 

Yours very truly, 

Ben B. Rich. 



With the commencement of the building of the Church came the first oppo- 
sition to the work of the Lord on Ilarker's Island. The material was furnished 
by tho Saints and the Elders constructed and painted the building. The lumber 
from which the church was constructed was floated across Core Sound, which 
was the only way of getting it over. The enemy realizing that the Mormon people 
^•ere about to build a Church, put forth their power to prevent it. Thv'y went 
to the Sheriff and asked him to keep the Mormons from taking lumber across 
the Sound to build a Church with. The enemy, however, wv?re disappornted in 
this, as they were told by the Sheriff that they had better attend to their own 
business and let other p ople's business alone. They then went back to tfle 
Island and even tried to prevail ui>on the women to join them in preventing 
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the Elders landinfr the lumber. One man threatened to split Elder L. W. Joiin- 
800*8 head open with an oar if he landed it. The Elders succeeded without being 
harmed, and work on the Churdi bc^gan immediately. Elder Johnson did the 
carpenter work, being assisted by EUder Spencer and eome of the Saints. Elder 
Jenkins and Bpo. Thomas Styson painted the building, completing it in the 
spring of 1904. It was one of the prettiest and neatest churches owned by the 
Latter-day Saints in North Carolina. W-hen, dn compliance with a suggestion 
made by President Rich at ihe North Carolina Conference held at Hampstead in 
December, six Elders arrived on the Island to spend Christmas with the Saints, 
they found there a minister (?) by the name of Thomas Morgan, stirring up 
strife and contention among the people and advocating persecution against the 
"Mormon" Elders €md Saints. In his farewell address to his followers, he said: 
*"You have certainly accomplished a good deed in burning the "Mormon" 
Church; and now you women folks, I want you to go hand in hand with your 
husbands and drive those Mormon devils off the Island, for they are worse than 
devils; yes, they arc* lower than hogs or dogs ever were. It is your duty to 
dri\'e them out of your midst at once." In hds sermon in a;n adjoining village, 
Marshallburg, he said: **You people should stand shoulder to shoulder with the 
men of the Island and drive those Mormon devils oflf. Why/* said h\ "they are 
over there buying clothes for the poor children, and they are now going to set 
up a school to be tauglit free. This is the way they hav.' of winning people 
into their religion." 

Meanwhile the Elders were holding some well attended meetings, from two 
to three hundred people being present at each gathering. The remarks made by 
Rev. (?) 'Morgan- had ^aroused many of tlie people to such an extent that they 
wished to know for themselves what the "Mormons" really did believe and teach, 
so they came to listen to the Elders. The establishing of a free school and the 
successful meetings of the Elders aroused the animosity of the Rev. (?) and his 
few followers to action. 

The enemy no doubt thought that burning the (?hurch would stop the school, 
frighten the Elders from the Island, and make the Saints there renounce Mor- 
monism. They found that to accomplisli these things they would have to take 
even a more desperate stand, because the day following the burning of the 
Church the Elders held a meeting on the spot where th- sacred building once 
stood. Two hundred people were present. The Saints were advised by the 
Elders to censnre no one, but rather to return good for evil. Sev.^ral people 
had applied for baptism and the Elders appointed February 4 as a time to 
perform the ordinance. T^ese candidates for baptism received unsigned notes 
threatening them that their homes would be burned if tJiey were baptized. They 
beliew^ in the Gospel, however, and were baptized. The following is the copy 
of a letter written to the Elders in an undisguised hand on the morning of the 
baptism: "Elder Mormons — Sir: With friendship now to you and your 
partner you are quietly warned against staying on Ilarker's Island further. It's 
not right to take advantage of you without informing you in some way before- 
hand. Now, if you stand your ground and meet up with any danger physically 
or vital death, it's your own lookout. It can't be borne much longer. Our time 
has arrived and over with, and the next thing will be your time. You may think 
it is a scare crow, but it is just as true coming as the sun shines. Don't be 
8urpri9?d if you are pulled out of bed by the heels, because these things come 
like a thief in the night. Remember this Ls sure coming soon. Your pi^sence 
is no longer required at Ilarker's Island. (Signed) Conspiracy.'' 

Following the receipt of this threat, and since the Elders have been with- 
drawn from the Island, warnings and threats have been posted up on the houses 
of the members of the Church or nailed up to their gates, filling th» people 
there with absolute dread. Some of these letters we have in our i>ossession, and 
tlr^r will be placed in» the hands of the prosecuting officials wiien the proper 
thne comes. 

ELDER AVM. A. PETTY TET.LS HI 8 DREAM.S. 

"While on my way to attend Conference at Hampstead, N. C December 16- 
18, in company with Elder James R. Burbridge, I had a dream, which occurred 
on the night of December 10. I dreamed I saw the Prophet Joseph Smith. He 
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was with a very large berd of sheep, the lairgest, the whitest and modt beautiful 
sheep I had ever seen. I rode up to him, being on horseback, and he ptMnted off 
to the east to a small flock of sheep that was some distance away from the main 
herd, saying to me : *I want you to go to these sheep.* I went as he command- 
ed, and when I reached the sheep a four-footed beast, of a very vicious charac- 
ter, came up to me, and rearing up, struck at me with his fore feet. He reached 
up as far as my knees, scra<tched my legs and fell to the ground, disappearing. 
This was the end of my first dream. The next night I dreamed I had left the 
shi^p and gone to town for supplies for the herd. I had secured the flock I was 
commanded by the Prophet to get, and was preparing to go and take charge of 
the herd. I received a letter, apparently from my brother (who has been dead 
some time), stating that I need not go and take charge of the herd unless I 
\v.ished to; that I was left to suit my self about it. Sudi was the end of tiie 
dream the second night. The third night I dreamed that I was on my way to 
take charge of the herd, and had a new man with me. We went, and when we 
arrived where the sheep were, I felt very much disappointed in not finding 
the t<^nt up, but that instead it ' was down on the ground, and the sheep were 
scattered around. I felt very bad, and awoke feeling very much disappointed. 
In fulfillment of my dream, I was sent to Barker's Island, with a new com- 
panion, by the authority transmitted to the Prophet Joseph by God to his suc- 
cessors, and found the beast in the form of Rev. (?) Thomas Morgan, advocat- 
ing persecution against the Saints and trying to scatter the sheep. After reach- 
ing the Island I was instruct^^d to teach a school, as the Saints there had sent 
a request to Pres. Ben E. Rich for such an Elder. When I got everything ready 
to start school, word came that it had been decided, if agreeable with me, to s^nd 
another Elder to teach school. Subsequently I received word that I should 
remain with the flock and teach the school. As for the tent being down, after I 
got the supplies necessary for the school and had arranged' to take cnarge of 
the flock, the Ohurch was burned to the ground^ which was truly a great dis- 
appointment to me. About one week after the burning of the Church I had a 
fourth dream, mentioned in the last issue of the Journal, which was given me 
as a warning and which I verily believe would have come to pass had Pres. Rich 
not s^nt Elder Wailis to look into the condition on the Island and take what 
action he thought necessary." 



FEBRUARY REVIEW. 

(Continued from page 218) 

been laboring in the South Carolina Oonference. On the seventeenth anfl 
eighteenth the Elders and Saints met at Louisville, Ky., in general conference. 
Thei-e were three public and four priesthood meetings held, all of which the 
Elders and Saints attended and received much spiritual food. We had with 
us President Ben E. Rich and Elder Jas. H. Wailis, from the Mission office at 
Chattanooga, who gave us some very valuable instructions, which the Eldei^ 
have made resolution to obey. After a general hand shaking they left for their 
fields of labor. 

Ohio — Jan. 25 President C. S. Jones returned to Cincinnati from his trip 
to Chattanooga, Tenn., where he had been attending the meeting of Oonference 
Presidonts. He expresses himseJf as there having the most profitable time of 
his life. He brought back many valuaible instructions. He arrived ini Columbus 
Feb. 7, where he is straightening up the conference books. Elder H. W. Olsen 
arrived in Cincinnati Feb. 7, having been transferred from West Virginia Con- 
ference on account of ill health. Elder W. H. Smith was transferred from 
Cleveland to re-open the work in Xenia and Elder Olsen will labor with him. 
Elders J. D. Stoddard and J. F. Corbett have been called to Oimden, Peeble 
county, to administer to Sister Rebecca Ries. They report her full of faith and 
improving in health. 

South Caeolina — The month of January was exceptionally good this year. 
While the rain caused our Elders some little inconvenience, having, in some 
instances, to walk all day in water, still all are rejoicing that they are counted 
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worthy to suffer for the Gospel's sake. The Elders report good treatment, and 
state that they are finding old friends and investigators wtho have not seen the 
Elders in several years. Altjogether our reports are smaJI. on account of the 
rain and scarcity of white people. We are doin^ a good work. Elders J. Fin- 
linson and J. L. Oman (held services over the remains of Sister L. Lemachs. 
About one hundred people witnessed the services. A good time was had and 
the Elders were invited to come back again. The Saints and friends at Colum- 
bia, S. C, recently met at the home of Sunday School Superintendent P. W. 
Turner, in a farewell party in honor of Brother Preston Joyner, who is called 
to perform a mission in the Southern States. A <nice program was rendered 
and all enjoyed themselves in a fruit supper, then Brotiier Joyner was made 
the recipient of many hand shakes and **God bless yous." A ©mall purse of 
money ^vas given him. Elders J. H. Cook and Jae. Anderson have been selected 
to labor in the interest of the Journal. They are intending to place it in the 
home of every Saint in this Conference. At the gathering of Conference Pres- 
idents at Chattanooga, President R. Ray Nixon was called to labor in the 
Mission, visiting the Conferences and going over the records, giving special 
instructions in regards to their keeping. Elder John H. Gibbs was selected to 
take his place as Conference Presrident. 

Virginia — President C. F. Weight left for Chattanooga Jan. 19, to attend 
the Conference of Conference Presidents, where a very interesting, instructive 
and enjoyable time was ihad. On his return to Richmond the train was late, 
and he was unable to make connections at Danville, and was, here given free 
board and lodging at a hotel, where he had eome very interesting conversations, 
giving away all his tracts. On arriving at Richmond, (he received reports of 
all the Elders enjoying good health excepting Elders J. I. Bowers and H. J. 
Clark. Elder C3ark is now at Brother Carpenter's at Golansville. He is slowly 
improving. Elder Strong \has received his notice of release and will start for 
home after Conference, whicii will be held in Richmond, March 4, at 307 N. 7ih 
street. Conference address: Box 427, Richmond, Va. 

Middle Tennessee — The Elders have enjoyed very good health during this 
month, with few exceptions. Elder S. W. Bills has been afflicted some with the 
same i>*^st as Father Job (boils.) Elder S. L. Cox, who was honorably released, 
was accompanied by Elder J. B. Woodward to his home in Zion where he can 
receive rest and proper nourishment, until his system is cleansed from the effects 
of being overcome by gas in St. Louis. Th^^re have been many friends and a few 
saints found in the travels of the Elders in their new fields of labor, who were 
pleased to see them, as they had not seen any Elders for some time. The month 
closed with beautiful weather prevailing, and the Elders rejoicing in their labors, 
and all journeying to Nashville, the gathering place for conference, February 24 
and 25. Our ofllce address is 147 Fourth avenue. North Nashville, Tenn. 

Mississippi — Good health has been prevailing among the Elders, with the 
exception of Elders Cheney and Savage, who have received their release. On Jan. 
25, President Buchanan and Elder J. W. Woolsey arrived from Chattanooga, Presi- 
dent Buchanan having been at the Confer<^nce of Presidents. We were glad to 
welcome them with our band. President Buchanan tried to get a place at Me- 
ridian and at Jackson to hold conference, but was unsuccessful at both places. 
Thinking Millville was next best, the conference was appointed there. On Feb. 
2Dd, Elder Le Roy Baker arrived from Virginia, and on the 7th inst., Elder A. G. 
Burton arrived from Florida. We are pleased to welcome them. On Feb. 11, 12 
and 13 we had an enjoyable time in conference. We held six general meetings, 
well attended, and two priesthood meetings in the new meeting house among Elders, 
Saints and friends. We think that much good was accomplished. Friends as 
well as Saints were greatly interested. We think the number of our Saints will 
soon be added to in that locality. We were greatly disappointed at not meeting 
President Ben E. Rich. Elders Chauncy Jenks and Moroni Savage were com- 
pelled to sleep with Uncle Sam on the 5th and 6th of February, the two worst 
nights we have had this winter, but it only strengthened their testimony. After 
conference the Elders separated for their new fields of labor, all feeling well and 
encouraged. 
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DO YOUR BEST. 

Do your best ami leave the rest I 

Xever mir.d tomorrow; 
He who works with happy zest 

Hhs no need to borrow 
Trouble fron» some future day, 
True success will come his way. 

Do your best and leave the rest I 
He who strives for duty 

Often finds that he Is blessed 
With life's crown of beauty; 

rnseen forces lift the load. 

Hoses bloom beside the road. 

Do y<iur best and leave the rest! 

What's the use of worry V 
Firm endeavor stands the test 

More than haste and hurry. 
lUch rewards will come to him 
Who works on with smiling vim. 



ExchauKe. 



SOME LITTLE THINGS. 

A little cot, a little love, 

A little rift in clouds above. 

A little smile to start the day, 

A little son?? uiwn the way. 

A little trouble with a task, 

A little help i« all you ask. 

A little la<'king In your art, 

A little word that hurt your heart: 

A little strength to bear the pain. 

Your little world is bright again. 

A little clang of sunset l>ell, 

A little thought of "all Is well." 

That little cot on the side street. 

The patter of some little feet; 

A little shout of **Papa*8 come." 

A little wife and home, sweet home. 

A little evening lamp that's dim. 

A little sweet contentment hymn. 

A little while her hand you hold. 

Your little wife's as good as gold. 

While twinkling stars send down their light, 

A little kiss— good night, gootl night. 

Will Waters. 



edited and fubushbd bt 
Elder Ben. E. Rich, of the Southebn States Mission, 
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**Our troubles are invariably brought upon us by falsehoods and misrepre- 
sentations by designing men. We have ever held ourselves amenable to the law; 
and, for my self , Sir, I am ever ready to conform to and support the Uiws and 
Constituiion, EVEN AT THE EXPENSE OF MY LIFE. I have never in the 
least offered any resistance to law or lawful process, which is a well-known fact 
to the public:*— JOSEPH SMITH, the Prophet, in a letter to Governor Ford of 
Illinois, written at Nauvoo, June 22, 1844, five days before his martyrdom. 



Vol. III. March 15, 1906. No. 14. 



A PROPHET OF LATTER DAYS. 

BT EUHEB EDWIN F. PABBT. 

Would it not be joyful news to the seeker after truth to be assured that a 
prophet had been raised up in latter days? How glorious would be the thou^rht 
that the Lord had again spoken from heaven! The direct word of God to man 
in this age ought to be sufficient to settle all disputes concerning the way of 
salvation. 

Is it in accordance with scripture to expect prophets to come in these latter 
days? Let us search the scriptures and leam what they teach. 

The Bible is a record of God's dealings with His prophets in past ages. It 
shows that He always raised up such men whenever He intended to perform any 
special work among mankind. One of the ancient prophets declaired: 

Purely the Lord God wiU do nothing, but He revealeth His secret to His servants 
the prophets. (Amos Zfl,) 

The whole book of divine scripture confirms these words of Amos. Wben- 
t\er it mentions an important event in the world's history it speaks of a prophei 
in connection with it. 

Before destroying the earth with a flood the Lord sent Noah to cry repentance 
unto the people, that they might escape destruction if they would obey Him. In all 
following ages of which the Bible speaks the Lord sent prophets to warn the 
people before He brought destruction upon them. The Savior says: 

Bat as the days of Noe were, so ^all also the coming of the 9on of Man be.'* 
(M[atthew 24:37.> 

This being true we are to exx)ect that some prophet will be sent to warn the 
world of the destruction of the wicked. That the wicked will t>e destroyed at 
that time is evident. St. Paul says that when the Savior comes He will take 
''vengeance \rpon them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." (II Thessalonians 1:8.) 
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The Prophot Mnlachi, speaking in the name of the Lord, says: 

Ht'hold, I will send my messenger and he shall prepare the way before me; and 
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple. (Malachl 3:1.) 

This is another proof that a divine messenger is to -be sent to prepare th^ 
way for the coming of the Lor<3. That this passage does not refer to His firsi 
coming" is shown by the following verse, which reads: 

But wno may abide the day of Ills coming? And who shall stand when Hie ap- 
peareth? For He is like a refiner's fire, and like fuller's soap. (Malachl 3:2.) 

The words of Jesus show that inspired prophets and apostles are necessary 
in Ilis Church. He commanded His disciples in these words : 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you. (Matthew 28:19, 20.j 

If all things whatsoever Jesus commanded are to be taught today how can 
one teach them unless he be inspired of God? It needs a prophet to reveal thes:* 
things anew to mankind, for the Bible does not contain all the teachings and 
doings of the Savior. St. John in speaking of the doings of Jesus, says that "even 
the world itself could not contain the books that should be written.'* (John 
21:25.) 

The Apostle Paul gives us to understand that Christ's Church is founded 
upon apostles and prophets : 

Now therefore ye arc no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the 
saints, and of the householld of God; and are built upon the foundation of the apos- 
tles and prophets, Jesus Christ (being the chief corner stone. (Bphesians 2:19, 20.) 

Apostles and prophets in olden times were men who received power from the 
Lord to act in His name. 

And when he called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner 
of disease. (Matthew 10:1.) 

Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound In heaven; and whatsoever ye 
shall loose on earth shall be loosed In heaven. (Matthew 18:18.) 

They were also men who "spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 
(II Peter 1: 21.) 

St. Paul tells why apostles and prophets and other officers are in the C?hurch : 

For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the bodv or Christ; • • • that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie In wait to deceive. (Epheslans 4:12, 14.) 

He shows plainly that these insrpired officers should remain in the Church 
oC Christ •*till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God." (Ephcsians 4: 13.) As that condition has not yet been at- 
tained, there is still need of apostles and prophets to bring mankind to the "unity 
of the faith." This desirable state cannot be brought about without living apostles 
and prophets, who are inspired of God. People are divided in their opinions about 
the meaning of many things written by ancient apostles and prophets, and they 
will not unite without receiving new revelation to enlighten them. -Some may 
be led to think prophets are no longer needed in the iCJhurch because of the words 
of Paul : 

Whether there be prophecies, they shall fall. • • • For we know In part, and we 
prophesy In part But when that which Is perfect Is come, then that which Is In 
part shall be done away. (I Corinthians* 13:8, 9, 10. '» 

The time he speaks of, "when that which is perfect is come," has not yet 
arrived. When it does come prophecies may fail or be "done away ;" but that 
time will be when **they shall teach no more c^ery man his neighbor, and every 
man his brother, saying. Know the Lord ; for they shall know me, from the least 
of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Ix>rd." (Jeremiah 31: 34; Hebrews 
8: 11.) 

The following words of St. John are supposed by some to imply that no 
more revelation is to be ?iven : 

For T testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book. 
If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that 
are written In this book. (Revelation 22:18.) 

The npostle here only warns man against adding to the words of the 
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prophecy of his book. lie says nothing about the Bible as a whole; nor does 
he say that God will not add any more revelations to His word. 

The Bible contains many predictions concerning marvelous events to take 
place in latter days, just before or at the time of the second coming of Christ. 

The (iospel of the kingdom is to be preached in all the world as a witness 
to all nations. (Matthew 24: 14; Revelation 14: 6.) 

The Lord's elect is to be gathered from the uttermost parts of the earth. 
(Mark 13:27; Isaiah 11:11, 12.) 

The house of the Lord is to be establisri^d in the top. of the mountains. 
(Isaiah 2:2, 3; Micah 4:1, 2.) 

The Lord is to set up a. kingdom which shall never be destroyed, nor left 
to other people. (Daniel 2:44.) 

The gifts of the gospel as enjoyed in the days of Christ's former apoetles are 
to be restored. ( Isaiah 35 : 5, 6. ) 

According to the ancient predictions, many other great things are to take 
place in latter days. But how can they be accomplished unless the Lord directs 
what is to be done by revealing "his secret unto his servants the prophets," and 
by sending his messenger to "prepare the way" before Him? 

Sufficient proof has been given to show that apostles and prophets should be 
in the Church of Christ, and that we should expect prophets to be raised up by 
the LonTin these latter days. 

The scriptures furnish abundant evidence to prove another peculiar fact 
respecting the Lord's holy prophets. That is, they have always been misunder- 
stood, reviled, persecuted and spoken evil of. Jesus says to His disciples: 

BVssed are ye when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all 
manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. • "► • For so persecuted they the 
prophets which were before you. (Matthew 5:11, 12j 

Our Savior Himself met with the same kind of treatment. He is spoken of 
as a "stumbling stone and a rock of offense." 

The <jk>spel narrative as given by the four evangelists, shows very clearly that 
He was indeed a stumbling stone to the Jewish nation. He did mighty miracles 
before their eyes. They were in possession of the prophecies concerning His com- 
ing and ministry; but He did not fulfill their preconceived and erroneous ideas 
of what they exi)ected of Him, and so they refused to accept Him as their Re- 
deemer. 

The Prophet Noah was rejected by all in his day except his own family. 
His message, no doubt, was regarded as a very strange and extraordinary one. 
It was hard to accept. No such thing as a flood covering the entire earth was 
known up to that time, and how could they accept his warning only through simple 
faith? 

When Moses, under the direction of the Lord, undertook to free the Israelites 
from bondage in Egypt the people whom he was sent to deliver murmured against 
him, notwithstanding the Lord performed sudi mighty wonders in their behalf. 

When Jeremiah and Ezekiel predicted the downfall of Jerusalem in their 
day thoy were not believod. The historian Joeephus says that Zedekiah, the king, 
refused to believe the prophets because Jeremiah foretold that he, the king, should 
be taken captive to Babylon, while Ezekiel said he should not see Babylon. These 
two prophecies seemed to disagree, so Zedekiah made this apparent disagreement 
an excuse for not "believing either of the two prophets. Yet they were both cor- 
rect in their utterances. The king was taken to Babylon, but he never saw the 
city, for his eyes were put out before he arrived there. 

The words of Jesus to His disciples about the prophets before them being 
persecuted convey the idea that those who should follow would get the same 
reception. 

If they hare persecuted me, they will also persecute you. (John 15:20.) 

So says the Savior to His apostles; and so it was. They were pers(»cuted 
and put to death. It is reasonable to believe that other prophets might be treat- 
ed in a similar manner. If it is to be as in the days of Noah at the time of the 
coming of the Son of man, then we may expect that the great majority of man- 
kind will reject the messnge of salvation proclaimed to them by the prophets 
which the Lord will send. 
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The scriptures pointed out in the foregoing clearly show these facts: 

1. That Prophets abb sent by the Lobd to Announce all Important 
Events C6nnbcted with His Purposes. 

2. That a Prophet should be raised up in Latter Days to Prepare 
FOR Christ's Second Ck>MiNu. 

3. That Apostus and Prophets are always necessary in the Church 
OF Obbist. 

4. That the true Oiurch is Built upon Apostles and Prophets. 

5. That the Canon of Scripture was not completed in Former Days. 

6. That Without new Revelation the Bible Prophecies Cannot bk 
Fulfilled. 

7. That in all past ages Prophets have been Persecuted. 



SAYINOS OF THE PROPHET JOSEPH SMITH. 

"O ye Eilders of Israel, hearken to my voice, and when you are sent into the 
wofrid to preach, tell those things ye are sent to tell ; preach and cry aloud : 'Re- 
pent ye, for the kingdotn of Heaven is at hand; repent and believe the (Jospel. 
Declare the first principles and let the mysteries alone, lest ye be overthrown. 
Never meddle with the visions of beasts and subjects you do not understand, but 
preach those things the Lord has told you to preach about — ^repentance and 
baptism for the remission of sins." 



'*If the ministers of religion had a proper understanding of the doctrine of 
eternal judgment, they would not be found attending the man who has forfeited 
his life in the injured laws of his country by shedding innocent blood, for such 
ch€uracters cannot be forgiven until they have paid the last farthing; the prayers 
of all the ministers in the world could not close the gates of hell against a mur- 
derer — unconditional election to eternal life was not taught by the Apostles." 



"No unhallowed hand caa stop the work of God from progressing. Persecu- 
tion may rage, mobs may combine, armies may assemble, calumny may defame; 
but the truth of God will go forth bo4dly, nobly and independently, until it has 
penetrated every continent, visited every clime, swept every country and sounded 
in every ear, till the purposes of Grod shaJl be accomplished and the Great Jehovah 
shall say the work is done." 



*"A11 men who become heirs of God and joint heirs of Jesus Christ will have 
to receive the fullness of the ordinances of His Kingdom ; and those who will not 
receive all the ordinances will come short of the fullness of that glory, if they 
do not lose the whole." 



"EJver keep in exercise the principle of mercy, and be ready to forgive your 
brother on the first intimation of repentance, and asking forgiveness; and if we 
even should forgive our brother, or even our enemy, before they repent or ask 
forgiveness, our Heavenly Father would be equally merciful unto us." 



"If you wish to go where God is, you must be like God, or possess the princi- 
ples which God possesses, for if we are not drawing toward God in principle, we 
are going from Him and drawing towards the devil. A man is saved no faster 
than he gets knowledge, for if he does not get knowledge, he will be brought into 
captivity by some evil power in the other world, as evil spirits will have more 
knowledge, and consequently more power, than many men who are on earth. Hence 
it needs revelation to assist us, and give us knowledge of the things of God." 



"We oame to this earth that we might have a body and present it pure befoi^ 
God in the Celestial Kingdom. The great principle of happiness consists in having 
a body. The devil has no body, and herein is his punishment. He is pleased when 
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be can obtain the tabernacle of man, and when cast out by the Savior, he asked to 
go into the herd of swine, showing he would pr^er a swine's body to having none." 



"Salvation means a man's being placed beyond the power of all his enemies. 
The more sure word of prophecy means a man*a knowledge that he is sealed up 
unto eternal life by revelation and the spirit of prophecy, through the power of 
the Holy Prieetiiood. It is impossible for a man to be saved in ignorance." 



"There is a law, irrevocably decreed in Heaven before the foundation of this 
world, upon which ail blessings are predicated; and when we obtain a blessing 
from Grod, it is by obedience to the law upon which it is predicated." 



"I will give unto you one of the keys of the mysteries of the Kingdom. It is 
an eternal principle that has existed with Gk>d from all eternity: that man who 
rises up to condemn others, fiiMiing fault with the Ohurch, saying that they are 
out of the way while he himself is righteous, then know assuredly that that man 
is «! the high road to apostasy ; and if he does not repent wi'll apostatize as God 
lives." 



"Many men will say, *I wHl never forsake you, but will stand by you at all 
times.' But the moment you teadt them some of the mysteries of the Kingdom of 
God that are retained in the Heavens, and cue to be revealed to the diildren of 
men when they aie prepared for them, they will be the first to stone you and put 
you to death. It was the same principle that crucified the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
will cause the people to kill the prophets in this generation." 



"We A> not beiieve it is just to mingle religious influeiice with civH govern- 
ment, whereby one religious society is fostered, and another proscribed in its 
spiritual privileges, and the individual rights of its members, as citizens, denied." 



"We believe that every man should be honored in his station: rulers and 
magistrates as such, being placed for the protection of the innocent, and the pun- 
ishment of the guilty ; and that to the laws, all men owe respect and deference, as 
without them peace and harmony would be supplanted by anarchy and terror; 
human laws being instituted for the express purpose of regulating our interests as 
individuals and nations, between man and man, and divine laws given of Heaven, 
prescribing rules on spiritual concerns, for faith and worship, both to be answered 
by man to his Maker." 



"We believe that no government can exist in peace, except such laws are 
framed and held inviolate as will secure to each individual the free exercise of 
consd^ice, the ri^t and cimtrol of property and the protection of life." 



"We believe that all men are bound to Fustain and uphold the respective gov- 
ernments in which they reside, while protected in their inherent and inalienable 
rights by the laws of such governments ; and that sedition and rebellion are unbe- 
coming every citizen thus protected, and ^ould be punished accordingly ; and that 
all governments have a right to enact such laws as in their own judgment are best 
calculated to secure the public interest ; at the same time, however, holding sacred 
the freedom of conscience." 



"The Confltitution of the United States is a glorious standard. It is founded 
in wisdom ; it is a Heavenly banner ; it is like a great tree under whose branches 
men from every dime can be shielded from the burning rays of an inclement sun ; 
and Mormons, as well as the Presbyterians, and every other denomination, have 
equal rights to partake of the fruits of this great tree of our national liberty." — 
(While in Liberty jail, Olay County, Mo.) 



"We have never violated the laws of this country ; we have every right to live 
under their protection, and are entitled to all the privileges guaranteed by our 
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State and National Constitution. We have turned the barren, bleak prairies and 
swamps into beautiful towns, farms and cities, by our industry ; and the men 
who seek our destruction and cry thief, treason, riot, etc., are those who them- 
selves violate the laws, steal and plunder from their neighbors, and seek to destroy 
the innocent, heralding forth lies to screen themselves from the just punishment 
of their crimes by bringing destruction upon innocent people. I coll God, angels 
and men to witness that we are innocent of the charges which are heralded fortji 
through the public prints against us by our enemies." 



"Meddle not with any man for his religion ; for all governments ought to 
permit every man to enjoy his religion unmolested. No man is authorized to take 
away life in consequence of difference of religion, which all laws and governments 
ought to protect." 



"Attempts to promote universal peace have failed. The world has had a fair 
trial for six thousand years ; the Lord will try the seventh thousand Himself : *IIe 
whose right it is will possess the kingdom, and reign until Ht? has put all things 
under His feet: iniquity will hide its hoary head, Satan will be bound, and the 
works of darkness destroyed; righteousness will be put to the line and judgmt^t 
to the plummet,' and 'He that fears the Lord will alone be exalted in chat day.' 
To bring about this state of things, there must of necessity be great confusion 
among the nations of the earth, *distress of nations with i)erplexity.' " 



"Though our religious principles are before the world, ready for the inve^itii^a- 
tion of all men, yet wo are aware that the sole foundation of all the persecution 
against us has arisen in consequence of calumnies and misconstructions, without 
foundation in truth or righteou^iess. Posterity will yet do us the justice, when 
our persecutors are equally low in the dnst with ourselves, to hand down to suc- 
ceeding generations, the virtuous acts and forbearance of a people who sacrificed 
their reputation for their religion, and their earthly fortunes and happiness to 
preserve i)eace." — (July 25, 183G.) 



"If a people, a community, or a society, can accumulate wealth, increase a 
worldly fortune, improve in science and arts, rise to eminence in the eyes of the 
public, surmount difficulties so much as to bid defiance to poverty and wretched- 
ness, it must be a new creation, a race of beings superhuman. But in all our 
poverty and want, we have yet to learn for the first time, that we are not indus- 
trious and temperate, and wherein we have not always been the last to retaliate 
or resent an injury, £ind the first to overlook and forgive." 



"It has been the design of Jehovah, from the commencement of the world, 
and is His purpose now, to regulate the affairs of the world in His own time, and 
to stand as Head of the universe, and take the reins of government in His own 
hand. When that is done, judgment will be administered in righteousness ; 
anarchy and confusion will be destroyed, and 'nations will leam war no more.' It 
is for want of this great governing principle that all this confusion has existed.'' 



"No unhallowed hand can stop the work of God from progressing. Persecu- 
tion may rage, mobs may combine, armies may assemble, calumny may defame ; 
but the truth of God will go forth boldly, nobly and independently, until it has 
penetrated every continent, visited every clime, swept every country and sounded 
in every ear, till the purposes of God shall be accomplished and the Great Jehovah 
shall say the work is done." 



"Hell may pour forth its rage like the burning lava of Mt. Vessuvius, or of 
Etna, or of the most terrible of burning mountains; and yet shall Mormonism 
stand ! Water, fire, truth, and God are all realities. Truth is Mormonism ! God 
is the Author of it ! He is our shield. It is by Him we received our birth. It 
was by His voice that we were called to a dispensation of His Gospel, in the 
beginning of the fullness of times. It was by Him we received tha Book of 
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Mormon ; and it is by Him that we remain unto this day ; and by Ilim we shall 
remain, if it shall be for our g-Iory ; and in His Almigrhty name, we are determined 
to endure tribulation as good soldiera unto the end."( — In Liberty, Mo., Jail. 
March 25, 1830.) 

**Those who have not been enclosed in the walls of prison, without cause or 
provocation, can have but little idea how sweet the voice of a friend is ! One token 
of friendship from any source whatever awakens and calls into action every sym- 
pathetic feeling; it brings up in an instant everything that is past; it seizes the 
present with the avidity of ligl.tn»ing; it grasps after the future with the 
tierceness of a tiger; it moves Ihe mind backward and forward, from one thing 
to another, until finally all enmity, malic^\ hatred and past diflPerences, misunder- 
standings and mismanagements are slain victorious at the feet of hope." — (In 
Liberty Jail, Clay County, Mo., Mardi 25, 1839.) 



"We have been driven time after time, and that without cause; and smitten 
again and again, and that without provocation ; until we have proved the world 
with kindness, and the world has proved us, that we have no designs against any 
man or set of men ; that we injure no man ; that we are p?aceable with all men, 
minding our own business, and our business only. We have suffered our rights 
and our liberties to be taken from us; we have not avenged ourselves of those 
wrongs ; we have appealed to magistrates, to sheriffs, to judges, to the government 
and to the President of the United States — all in vain ; yet we have yielded peace- 
fully to all these things. We have not complained at the Great God ; we mur- 
mured not, but peacefully left all, and retired into the back country, in the broad 
and wild prairies, in the barren and desolate plains, and there commenced anew; 
maJcing the desolate places to bud and blossom as the rose." — (September 1, 1838.) 



"By the power of God I translated the Book of Mormon from hieroglyphics, 
the knowledge of which was lost to the world ; in which wondo^rful event I stood 
alone, an unlearned youth, to combat the worldly wisdom and multiplied ignorance 
of eighteen centuries, with a new revelation, which — if they would rtH?eive the 
everlasting gospel — would open the eyes of more than eight hundred millions of 
p-ople and make 'plain the old paths,' wherein if a man walk in all the ordinances 
of God blameless, he shall inherit eternal life.'* — (Nov. 13, 1843.) 



•*We cannot keep all the commandments without first knowing them, and we 
cannot expect to know all, or more than we now know, unless w^» comply with 
or keep those we have already received. That which is wTong under one circum- 
stance, may be, and often is, right und'^r another. God said, *Thou shaJt not kill' : 
at another time He said, *Thou shalt utterly destroy.' This is the principle on 
which the government of Heaven is conducted — by revelation adapted to th? cir- 
cumstances in which the children of the kingdom are placed. Whatever God re- 
quires is right, no matter what it is, although we may not see the reason thereof 
until long after the events transpire. If we seek first the kingdom of God, all 
good things will be added. So with Solomon ; first he asked wisdom, and God 
gave it him, and with it every desire of his heart, even things which might be 
considered abominable to all who understand the order of Heaven only in part, 
but which, in reality, were right, because God gave and sanctioned them by 
special revelation." — (Augu.st 25, 1842.) 



"Marvel not if you are persecuted ; but remember the words of the Savior : 
*The servant is not above his Lord; if they have persecuted me, they will i>erse- 
cute you also' ; and that aJl the afflictions through which the Saints have passed. 
are the fulfillment of the words of the prophets which have spoken since the world 
began. We shall, therefore, do well to discern the signs of the times, as we pass 
along, that the day of the Lord may not 'overtake us as a thief in the night.' 
Afflictions, persecutions, imprisonments, and death, we must expect, according to 
the Scriptures, which tell us that the blood of thoso whose souls were under the 
altar could not be avenged on them that dwell on the earth, until their brethren 
should be slain as they were."— (April 22, 1839.) 
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"We glory in our tribulation, beca4ise we know that God is with us, that He 
is our friend, and that He will save our souls. We do not care for them that can 
kill the body: they cannot harm our souls. We ask no favors at the hands of 
mobs, nor of the world, nor of the devil, nor of his emissaries the dissenters, and 
those who love, and make, and swear falsehoods, to take away our lives." — (Lib- 
erty Jail, Missouri, Sunday, December 16, 1838.) 



"Seek to know God in your closets, call upon Him in the 6elds. Foik>w the 
directions of the Book of Mormon, aiid pray over and for your families, your 
cattle, your flocks, your herds, your com and ail things that you possess; ask the 
blessing of God upon all your labors, and everything that you engage in. Be 
virtuous and pure; be men of Integrity and truth; keep the commandKnents of 
God, and then you will be able more perfectly to understand the differecKX between 
right and wrong — between the things of Qod an< €he things of men ; and your 
path will be like that of the just, which shineth brighter and brighter unto the 
perfect day."— (Jnne lo, 1843.) 



"Salvation cannot come without a revedatiotn; it is in vtdn for any one to 
minister without it. No man is a minister of Jeeus Christ without being a 
Prophet. No man can be a minister of Jesus Christ except he has the teetimony 
of Jesus; and this is the spirit of prophecy. Whenever sadvation has been ad- 
ministered, it has been by testimony. Men of the present time testify of heaven 
and of hell, and have never seen either ; and I will say that no man knows these 
things without this."— (June, 1839.) 



PORTER ROCKWELL, "THE PROPHET'S FRIEND." 

There are thousands of people, both in and out of the Church, who bavj 
heard or read of "Port" Rockwell, but have never seen his pdcture. Herewith 
is a faithful likeness of him, showing his "eagle eye" and his long hair, which 
he wore in that manner because, it is said, the Prophet Joseph Smith promised 
him that he should never die at the hand of an assaasin if he did so. And 
certain it is, that notwithstanding the many hairbreadth escapes he experienced 
as an officer, he died a peaceful, natural death, at a good old age, in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. 

The eariy life of Orin Porter Rockwell was closedy associated with that 
of the Prophet Joseph Smith, whose faithful friend he was. Truly could Brother 
Rockwell say of the Prophet, as President John Taylor said of him in his 
beautiful hymn, "Joseph the Seer:" 

The Seer, the Seer! Joseph the Seer! 
O, how I love his memory dear! 
The just, the wise, the pure and free — 
A father he was, and is to me! 

When the ProjAet Joseph was unjustly incarcerated in Liberty jail, in 
Clay Co., Mo., in 1830, Porter Rockwell carried refrecrhments time and time 
again to h.im and to his suffering companions. A few months afterwards, when 
the Prophet went to Washington for the purpose of laying the grievances wbicB 
the Saints had endured before President Van Buren and the Congress of the 
United States, O. P. Rockwell accompanied him. This was on November 29. 
1839. He accompanied the Prophet to Washington a second time; this was 
in the latter part of January, 1840, when Joseph had a second interview with 
President Van Buren, who treated him insolently, and told him, "Your cause 
is just, but I can do nothing for you." 

On May G, 1842, Lilbum W. Boggs, who was Governor of Missouri at 
the time the Saints were driven out of that state, was shot at and wounded at 
his house at Independence, Mo. He charged Rockwell with the crime, and the 
Prophet as an accessory before the fact. Knowing that they were entirely 
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innooent of the offense, and that the charge was trumped-up for the purpose 
of getting them in custody, Rockwell left for the EaMem States and the 
Prophet went to Iowa. About a year afterwards Rockwell decided to return 
to Nauvoo, but*was arrested in St. Louis, where he was thrown into jail. Iron 
bobbles were welded to his ankles, and several plans were formed to kill him. 




ORIN PORTER ROCKWELL. 

Joseph heard of his arrest, and prophesied in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ that he would get away honorably from the Missourians. This pre- 
diction was fulfiHed. God preserved him, for His power alone couid have 
preserved him. Several times, while being taken back and forth to the jail, 
men had planned to waylay him and kill him, but they failed. The grand jury 
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could not find any evidence to prove that he had shot at Boggs, and he was 
released from jarl, having been a prisoner upwards of nine months, and suflfering 
almost everything but death. When the irons were taken off, he was so weak 
he had to be led. He was reduced to a mere skeleton. 

While in jail, Rockwell heard pflans formed to secure the arrest of the 
Prophet and oarry him to Missouri, yet he was a prisoner and had no means 
of informing him of the danger he was in. He knew that they were deter- 
mined to kill Joseph, and his anxiety was so intense upon the subject that his 
flesh twitched on his bones. Twitch it would, and he could not help it. While 
he was in this condition he heard a dove aJight <m the window in the upper 
room of the jail where he was confined. The dove commenced cooing and then 
went off. In a short time it came back to the window, where a pane was 
broken, and crept through between the bars of iron, which were about two and 
a half inches apart. It flew abound the trap door several times; did not alight, 
but continued cooing until it crept through the bars again, and flew out 
through the broken window. This proved a comfort to Brother Rockwell, and 
he accepted it as a favorable sign. The twitching of his flesh ceased, and ho 
was fully satisfied from that moment that they would not get the Prophet in 
Missouri, and that he should regain his own freedom, aJl of which happen^ni. 
As near as could be found out, this happened at the time Joseph was in custody. 
It was the only time he had a visit from the dove. 

On Tuesday, August 22, 1842, while Rockwell was in prison at St. Louis, 
the Prophet wrote in his history as follows: **There is a numerous host of 
faithful souls, whose names I could wish to record in the Book of the Law of 
the Lord, but time and chance would fail. There is one man I would mention, 
namely, Orin Porter Rockwell, who is now a fellow- wanderer with myself, 
an exile from his home, because of the murderous deeds and infernal fiendish 
disposition of the indefatigable and unrelenting hand of the Missourians. He 
is an inncM?ent and a noble boy. May God Almighty deliver him from the hands 
of his pursuers. He was an innocent and a noble child, and my soul loves him. 
Let this be recorded forever and ever. Let the blessings of salvation and honor 
be his portion." 

Upon Brother Rock well's liberation from prison, he made his way to Xauvoo, 
arriving there Christmas night, 1843. Straightway he went to the home of the 
Prophet, where there was a happy company enjoying the season's festivities. 
Id the midst of them a man with his hair long and falling over his shoulders 
and apparently drunk, came in and acted like a Missourian. Joseph rt quested 
the captain of police, who was present, to put him out of doors. A scuffle 
ensued, and Joseph had an opportunity of looking the man full in the face. 
It was no drunken man ; it was no Missourian ; "but," as Joseph writes in 
his history, "to my gn^at surprise and untold joy, I discovered it was my long- 
tried, warm, but cruelly persecuted friend, Orin P. Rockwell." 

Five days before the Prophet's martyrdom, Brother Rockwell rowed him 
across the Mississippi river, from Nauvoo, when he was about to flee to the 
Rocky Mountains, in obedience to a warning from the Lord, to save his life. 
Rockwell was sent back to Nauvoo to get horses for Joseph and Hyrum. On 
the afternoon of June 23, 1844, Emma, Joseph's wife, sent Rockwell back, 
requesting him to entreat of Joseph to come back. He carried the message. 
Joseph was deeply wounded. He said, "If my life is of no value to my friends, 
it is of none to myself; but," he added, "we shall be butchered." While walking 
towards the river, Joseph fell behind with Rockwell. The others aiiouted to 
him to "come on," but he replied, "It's no use to hurry, for we are going back 
to be slaughtered." And so it proved to be, for on June 27, four days later, 
while incarcerated in Carthage jarl, under a solemn pledge of protection from 
Gov. Ford of Illinois, a mob of over one hundred persons, with fac?s painted 
black, broke into the jail, shot and killed the Prophet Joseph, and his faithful 
brother, IIjTum the Patriarch, besides wounding President John Taylor. Brother 
Rockwell was faithful to the Prophet until the last. He would gladly have 
died for him, for he loved him better than his own life. 
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While we do not say it authoritativeily, yet it is our candid conviction that 
"Port" Rockwell, the Fropliet's friend, was one of a limited few who knew the 
final resting place of the bodies of the Prophet and Patriarch, and that secret 
he carried with him to his grave. 



MIND AND HAND. 

BY NORA TAYLOR. 



By hand we mean the whole physical being. In dealing with this subject we 
shall endeavor to prove that the education of the mind, no matter how exten- 
sive, is materially faulty unless the hand is educated also; and that the educa- 
tion of the hand is valueless unless the mind is properly developed. True, the ed- 
ucation includes not only education of the mind but the development of the 
physical, intellectual and moral powers of man. The whole being must receive 
training and development. Assuming this to be a fact, I will venture and en- 
deavor to sustain the statement that, if it were possible to obtain an ideal 
school, fully one-half of the time would be devoted to the training of the hand. 
Charles H. Ham tells us that the tendency to undervalue the worth of the hand 
has come to us from the middle ages, and the effect is vicious in the extreme, 
for out of this a contempt for manual labor was born, and this contempt has 
multiplied the dishonest means by which men struggle to gain wealth by any 
means other than by manual labor, and thus has society been corrupted. The 
mind and the hand are allies; they are associated with each other as helpers. 
The mind can and does work without the aid of the hand, but very often the 
work which it does is absolutely useless until the hand puts into effect that 
which the mind has done. The mind forms the desire, and the hand acts upon 
it. The body is the servant of the mind; not an imaginary but a real servant, 
and it must be absolutely under the control of its master. The hand is the in- 
strument by which the mind and the outside world go together. The body 
must express a41 the sentiments and desires of the mind and the mind must 
keep the body in a position to do so. That the mind has control of the body is 
very generally accepted, but we are surprised when we find to what an extent. 
When the body is exposed, worn out, weak, and susceptible to disease, the 
mind in a great many instances may ward off the threatening disease. The 
hand only supplies its own needs, but when the other senses are rendered use- 
less it takes their duties upon it. The dumb man speaks with his hand, the 
blind man reads with it; it plucks the flower for the nostril and supplies the 
tongue with objects of taste. The mind speculates, the hand tests its specula- 
tions in things by practically applying the ideas of the mind and finds out 
whether or not they are valuable, or whether they are such as will prove useless 
when the hand attempts to apply them. The hand explodes the errors of the 
mind. Thingrs are more easily said than done; so, it is much easier for the mind 
to form the ideas, to make the speculations, than it is for the body to carry out 
those plans. An inventor may think of his invention for years perhaps, until he 
thinks he has planned it perfectly, but when he comes to make iiis experiment 
he finds that only a small part of his plans will work. By the act of doing the 
hand finds out wherein the mind has made mistakes. The mind may reason 
falsely without the error being exposed at once, but if the hand works falsely 
the result is that the thing produced is badly shaped. The hand is the mind's 
moral rudder. Just as the baud tests the speculations of the mind so it guides 
it. If the hand in acting upon the ideas formed by the mind demonstrates that 
the mind has made an error, then the mind is guided by that which the hand 
has demonstrated to be true. If then, the work done by the hand is so impor- 
tant, let us consider the effect of its training upon the being: 

First— physically. Manual training has a very important effect on the physi- 
cal being. If the arm remains inactive it is only a very short time till its 
strength is gone and it becomes limp and unable to work, and it can be restored 
in no way except by work, by exercise. And so with all other parts of the 
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body if they become inactive for a time, they lose all their strength. The more 
a limb is exercised and the more difficult the work it has to do, the stronger and 
more able it becomes. No part of the physical being can be developed in the 
slightest degree without exercise and the more the exercise the higher the devel- 
opment of the body. When the hand has been trained in one direction the 
training is valuable not only for the development it gives the hand by the exer- 
cise but it becomes apt and more easily trained for other things.^ 

Second— intellectually. The quality of all civilization depends upon its intel- 
ligence and its moral standard, and the more practical the intelligence the high- 
er the development of the character. If the intelligence one has is practical, if 
he can use it in the work he has to do, his character is developed by that Intel- 
ligence; but though his mind may be full of ideas they are of no use to him if 
he cannot apply them in that which he has to do. Cleopatra was one of the 
most learned women of her time on the arts ; she also had a very great amount 
' of book learning, yet she was extremely narrow in her views and her moral 
side was totally undeveloped. Her education was valueless as far as the devel- 
opment of her character was concerned. Work, manual labor, whether diffi- 
cult or easy, is full of materials for the building up of the character if the la- 
borer loves it. Look into the penitentiaries of today and you will find that a 
great percent of the prisoners are men of learning. They have had so much 
book learning that they have grown to despise the honest laborer and have de- 
termined to make their means without disgracing themselves by work, whether 
It waa accomplished by fair means or foul. Morality springs from intelligence; 
not intelligence from morality, and practical intelligence is a better character 
builder than mere theoretical learning. 

Making of things arouses the attention, sharpens the observation, and 
steadies the judgment. We may see a thing done or hear a thing rehearsed day 
after day without having our interest awakened, but if we once have it to do 
ourselves, our attention is aroused and we are more interested in that thing af- 
terward. As soon as we begin to construct we are compelled at once to think 
and reason. When we look at any thing we usually do not pay much attention 
to the construction; we take it all in at a glance, not thinking much about the 
details; but if we attempt to construct we encounter many little details which 
we had never thought of, and the more we make the more we observe in other 
things we see. 

James Watt was extremely delicate when a child and unable to join in the 
games and sports of the other children, so he amused himself by drawing a 
great part of the time. His father also supplied him with a few carpenter 
tools from his workshop which the boy soon learned to handle with great ex- 
pertness. Mr. Smiles in his biography of Watt says: "The mechanical dex- 
terity he acquired was the foundation upon which he built the speculations to 
which he owes his glory, nor without this manual training is there the least like- 
lihood that he would have become the improver and almost the inventor of the 
steam engine. As a student Watt was dull. He left the school room at an 
early age, but while engaged at humble employment he studied after hours and 
nearly starving his body, he constantly added to his intellectual store— study- 
ing art, science, history, etc., and acquiring several modem languages. In 
short, without the aid of schools, but under the stimulating influence of mechan- 
ical investigation and hard labor. Watt became an accomplished and scientific 
man." 

Next we consider the effect of manual training on the moral being. Often 
our impulses are vicious, but the exertion of physical power in work of any 
kind is beneficial. Manual training tends to correct those vicious mental im- 
pulses. The body is constantly accumulating physical strength which must be 
expended in some way. If a child is put in school and has no physical exertion 
either in work or play his physical strength accumulates and must be expend- 
ed, if not physically it may have an outlet in vicious impulses. All useful and 
beautiful thoughts are the issue of labor and study. When the hand is work- 
ing the mind is on that work. Manual training has two immediate effects, 
first— the development of the mental qualities; second, the forming of the char- 
acter. The mind must necessarily be occupied; if not employed with good 
thoughts it will be with evil ones. The human mind is never in a state of rest. 
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Every mental impression prodoces a moral effect. By this we do not mean 
that every, influence or effect on the intellect is moral, bot that every influence 
exerted without, whether good or evil, produces either a good or an evil effect 
morally. If the impression is good the moral standard is raised; if the impres- 
sion is evil the standard is lowered. Our thoughts make our character. When 
we hear a thing told it is not that which affects morally, but it is rather the 
impression it makes on our minds. If it is good, that thought has made us 
better; but if it is evil, the very same thing may be detrimental to our char- 
acters. An idea given may produce a moral impression on one person and 
thereby uplift him, while on the oth$r the impression may be immoral and thus 
lower him morally. Charles H. H&m said: "Morality can no more be acquired 
by memorizing a series of maxims than the art of using tools can be acquired 
by studying the laws of mechanics and of mechanism." Education which ed- 
ucates the mind only in a way prompts selfishness, for it relates to self, and all 
that is attained intellectually becomes a part of self and so remains until 
transmitted into things by the hand, while on the other hand manual training 
promotes altruism, for it prelates not to self but to the outside world. Han- 
kind receives a benefit of the skilled hand, and the moral influence of a good act 
exerts itself upon the mind of the benefactor. 

Let us consider the power of the trained hand. We often hear that man is 
the wisest of animals because he has hands; he is also the most powerful of 
animals for the same reason, for with his hands he controls all animals. A 
story is told of Adam, of how he refused to obey his Maker; the animals also 
revolted against him. Accordingly he called upon the Lord for aid, and the 
Lord told Adam to take a limb from a tree in the garden and make of it a 
weapon. This he did and immediately the animals were filled with instinctive 
fear and wonder. A lion, however, bolder than the rest, leaped upon him to 
devour him, but Adam- struck the animal to the ground with a single blow. 
At this the other animals were so terror stricken that they came up to their 
master trembling and licked the stick which he held in his hand as a token of 
submission. Thus throughout the early ages the stick was a symbol of power, 
and the hand alone could use it. In our day the hand no longer exerts its 
power by the stick; it is no longer a menace to mankind, but it has complete 
control over the mechanical powers. It controls steam and electricity and 
forces them to do their work. It makes the plows, mowers, harvesters, plant- 
ers, etc., which the farmer finds so indispensible; the separator and the sewing 
machine for the housewife. It digs the canals, makes the roads, opens rich 
mines, builds the mills and factories, cultivates the waste lands, and covers the 
globe with tracks of steel which bear the commerce of the world. Two hun- 
dred years ago England knew nothing of most of these things. And what was 
her stage of civilization? She had not even good dirt roads. Mail was carried 
on horseback. No bridges were erected, no canals dug, no factories of any im- 
portance. Most of the people were poor and ignorant; brutal masters beat their 
servants, husbands their wives, and in the school room the rod was the princi- 
pal means by which the teacher imparted knowledge. The people were little 
more than barbarians, delighting in all kinds of fights, and the witnessing of 
an execution was a very interesting amusement. From this low state England 
has been raised to a fruitful garden, and her subjects have assumed the garb 
of civilization. All the world admires her public works; her ships sail upon the 
waves of every sea, and her manufactories are monuments of genius and in- 
dustry. And to whom does England owe all this? Not to orators or states- 
men; no, they neither build factories, open mines nor build railroads. Perhaps 
the pen in their hand was mightier than the sword; but is that any match for 
the planters, the harvesters, the power of steam and electricity? It is very 
easily understood then that it is not to the men who make the laws we owe the 
progress in civilization, but it is through the arts that the world has been civil- 
ized. The arts make the difference between the savage and civilized man, and 
all the advancement a race can make will be by the expansion of arts. To 
gain the result our schools must be transformed into laboratories for the de- 
velopment of the mind of man. Through the mastery of useful arts, we add 
to the happiness and sweetness of our lives, adorn our homes and beautify our 
surroundings and enlarge our neighborhood. These are the arts that fill our 
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hearts with good and generous impulses, and in which our noblest impulses are 
made manifest, and the only hope we have is that civilization shall triumph 
over barbarism, and rest in universal, impartial and scientific education. 




THE ABSENT FATHER. 



Thou art absent, dearest father. 
Gone apd left us here alone; 

But thy name is often mentioned 
By thy little ones at home. 

Much we miss thy kind attention. 

Miss our father's warm embrace; 
Oft forgetful thou art absent, 

Run to greet thy loving face. 

When the hours of day are numbered, 
And the evening lamp we light; 

When we seek our peaceful slumber, 
How we miss thy kind 'NSood-nlght." 

How we miss thee in the morning, 
When draws near the hour of prayer; 

At our table, at our meeting; 
Yes, we miss thee everywhere. 

•*Why does father go and leave us?" 

Little loving hearts do say, 
**He must know that it will grieve us 

When he stays so long away. 

"We h.ave playmates, and their fathers 
Never think to leave them so; 



But when next he comes to see us. 
Mother, do not let him go!" 

•'Stop, my children, be not angry 
With your father, kind and true; 

For 'tis not for worldly pleasure 
That he bid his home adieu. 

•'Let us take the HY)ly Bible, 
O'or its sacred pages look; 

Rend the words of Christ, our Savior, 
Which are written in that Book. 

" 'He that lenveth father, mother, 
Wife and children for my sake 

To go forth and preach the Gospel, 
Of my glory shall partake.' " 

So while we are separated, 
O how good we'll try to be; 

Seek to make each other happy. 
We will never disagree. 

Let us ask our Heavenly Father 
To protect him while away. 

And, as God loves little children. 
He will hear us when we pray. 



The above picture is reproduced from the Southern Star, publi-shed in 1809, 
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and accompanying it at the time were the folk>wiQg choice words from our Mission 
President ; 

"Mother ! Wife ! Home ! Ihese three words have a sweet sound and shonM 
alwa^'s be remembered when Heaven is thought of, or the name of the Deity lisped. 
A youngr man will not fall into sin nor disgrace If the memory of Mother '3 
fresb in his mind. He will fully realize that her prayers in his behalf are thitc 
he micrht retain his purity and keep his manliness. The nmrried man does not 
give way to temptation when a vision of Wife, Children and Home is before aim. 
An honest man is always anxious to return to his loved ones with honor and 
manliness stamped on his brow. God has honored us with noble mothers, he has 
given us devoted wives, and blessed us with lovely children; how God-fearing we 
should be ! Our loved ones at home are ever praying that we may perform an 
honorable mission. When we return unto them may the expression of our cojin- 
tenanoes bespeak an honorable release. This should be the ambition of every 
Mormon Colder while remembering Mother, Wife and Honie !" 



REMEMBERS HIS FRIENDS IN THE SOUTH. 

Logan, Utab, Feb. 27, 1905.— President Ben) E. Rich, Saints and Friends: 
On December 16, 1898, I left the decir old state of North Carolina for my homo 
and loved ones in the City of Logan, Utah, after having filled an honorable mission 
in that part of the Lord's vineyard. I shall never cease thanking our Heavenly 
Father for this privilege of proclaiming His everlasting Gospel, in the days of 
my youth, to such a good, kind-hearted people as I found the people in the South 
to be. President Rich, you can feel yourself proud (and perhaps you do) for the 
honor and privilege of presiding over the Southern States M<i8sion. Notwithstand- 
ing there may be those who are unfriendly towards the Latter-day Saints, yet the 
people of the Southern States as a body are big-hearted, and earnestly seeking after 
the right way to be saved in the Kingdom of God. I believe I have many friends 
in the South, and perhaps some would be interested in hearing from me, and 1 
take the liberty of using the EJlders' Journal as a means whereby a great many 
may hear from me once more. I believe, too, many of the Elders, after they re- 
turn home, forget all about the kindness of the good people in the missionary 
fields where they labored and had to depend on the mercy of the people for food 
and for shelter, for we had no money to fall back upon, but desired to fulfill the 
commandment of our Saviour when He required His* servants to travel without 
purse or scrip. If we still remembered the kindness of the children of Qod toward 
us in these circumstances, we would not be so slow in writing to our friends and 
encouraging them in the faith. I greatly delight when I receive letters from the 
Saints and friends in the South, and, would time permit, I should write a grett 
many more than I do. 

As children of God we have great cause to rejoice, for I am sure if we will 
look around us we must admit that we are being blessed by some power greater 
than the power of man. There is a subject which comes to my mind as I am 
w^riting which we should reflect upon more than we do, and that is the subject of 
prayer. We should remember that our Saviour said, "If you love me, keep my 
commandments.'' Prayer was a commandment given by our Saviour in these 
words: "And He spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always 
to pray and not to faint." (Luke 18:14.) Again, here are some great promises 
and blessings to be obtained by obeying his command : "Watch ye, therefore, and 
prav always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall 
come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man." (Luke 21, 36.) W^e should 
"also pray that we enter not into temptation." (Luke 22, 40.) Even Jesus, 
though He were the Son, yet learned He obedience by what He suffered, and there- 
by became perfect; but still, when He was in pain and distress, He always went 
before His Father in prayer and thereby set the example. (See Matt. 14, 23; Mark 
C, 4C; Luke 6, 12, and Luke 22, 41 to 44.) He does not require long prayers of 

(Continued on page 253) 
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March 15, 1906. 
BEN E. RICH, Editor. JAMBS H. WALLIS, Assooiatb Bditob. 

"Behold, tiiey that have been sent to preach my Gospel among the ooo^rega- 
tkm8 of the wicked : wherefore I give to them a commandment thus : *THOU 
SHALT NOT IDDB AWAY THY TIME.' "—(Doctrine and Oovenaats, £«otion 
60, verse 13.) 



KD IXO RIAL. 



THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 

As the Savior sat upon the Mount of Olives, just prior to hds crucifixion, 
four of His Apostles sought Him privately to let them know what particular 
remarkable manifestations would take place in the earth to indicate His second 
coming. About the first thing He told them was that many should oome in 
His name, and deceive many. He then followed this by depicting the awful 
scenes of distress and commotion and bloodshed which should come upon the 
earth — wars, and rumors of wars, pestilenoe, famine, earthquakes, "fearful 
sights," "signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the 
earth, distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; men's 
hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things wliich are coming 
on the earth." And then to make it still more impressive. He added: "For in 
those daj's there shall be affliction, such as was not from the beginning of the 
creation, neither shall* be." But the Savior said the people would be as indiflfer- 
ent to this awful condition of things when it occurred as they were in the days 
of Noah, "eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, and knew not 
until the flood came and took them all away. So also shall the coming of the 
Son of Man be." 

We have been led to think of these things because of the terrible occurrences 
that have taken place since the beginning of this present month. March had 
bairelv made its appearance when news came of a cyclone striking the city of 
Meridian, in Mississippi, blotting out many lives and destroying nearly two 
millions of property. It was all over in an instant, so suddenly did it occur. 
There were several Elders in the city at the time, and President E. D. Buchanan 
wrote at once to us to allay any fears we might have as to their safety. He 
says; *'We went down town early, intending to make some purchases before 
supper. When we reached the center part of town we were moved upon to get 
supper first, which we did. We had not left the restaurant more than three 
minutes, and were possibly 300 yards from the place when the cyclone struck 
the city; in^faet, we ^-ere in the edge of it, for windows, brick, lumber, etc., 
were flying in every .direction. We stopped at a corner and stood in the door 
of a bank. The buildings around us were toppling over, and the telephone and 
telegraph poles were hurled through the air like pieces of kindling wood. But 
not a thing came near us, nor were we harmed in the least manner, all of 
which we attribute to the hand of Providence. There are Saints here living in 
the east and west ends of the city. The cyclone whistled so close to them as 
to blow over the homes of their neighbors, but none of our Saints were marred 
at all. The damage was all done in five minutes without a moment's warning." 
It was only last month tliat President Buchanan tried in every possible manner 
to get a hall in Meridian in which to hold conference, but without success, on 
account of the prejudice existing there. A Monmon missiona<ry was murdered 
there a few years ago, and on December 21 last. President Buchanan received 
this letter from one of the people there : 
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**To the Elders of the Mormon Oharoh — We, the citiaene of Meridian, take 
this means of waraing you to leave the town, as you and your followers have 
caused the peaoe and happiness of some of our homes to be br(Aen up, with your 
so-called religion. Now, we are Iaw-abi<^g citizens, and respect all laws of 
our country, and hope that we will not be forced to assist you and your kind 
to leave ; but wiH, if necessary, do so, if you and yours are not out of town by 
the end of this week. T " 

Three days after the Meridian catastro^Mie, news reached this country of a 
great tidal wave in the south Pacific ocean, wfaicb overwhelmed some of the 
Society Islands. The damage is estimated to have reached three millions of 
dollars, with heavy loss of life, especially in the lagoons of the Tuamota 
Islands. The waves were estimated at sixty-five feet tiigh, and it was impossible 
to see twenty feet away at 3 o'clock in the afternoon. Hundreds of bouses were 
destroyed, and thousands of acres of land were swallowed up in the depths of 
the sea. The hurricane, or cyclone, reached the velocity of 120 miles per hour, 
and swept from the face of ^e earth several settlements. 1^ waves rose up to 
the necks of the people, and those who escaped with their lives did so by clinging 
to trees for safety and support. Elder Edward S. Hall, President of the Society 
Islands Mission, in sending the news to President Joseph F. Smith, says: 

"I am pleased to report to you that our property here in Papeete has not 
been damaged at all, for it is in the highest part of town' where the sea did no 
damage, and the mountains protected it from the wind. All the low lands and 
the business part of town were flooded and every house broken to pieces or 
washed away. The *Reorganite' mission, whidi included a large meeting house 
and from 50 to 100 frame houses, was entirely wa^ed atway and nothing but 
a sand bank left. Our Saints here in Papeete have not suffered to any great 
extent. The land which I talked to you of buying for the mission to colonize on 
was not hurt at all. The work on the new buildings is prospering nicely, and 
the Elders and sisters are all well." 

The Elders on the Society Islands saved the records of the American con- 
sulate from destruction, and also relieved the sufferings of the consurs family, 
for the consular building was entirely wrecked. The American consul, Hon. 
Wm. F. Doty, reporting the matter, says : **The Elders have produced a splendid 
example of loyalty to the interests of their country abroad. I have reported 
their bravery and successful service to the department of state. I congratulate 
you upon such noble representatives in this insular community." 

Ships arriving in New York on March 11 and 12 report fearful times on the 
Atlantic on the night of March 9. Oapt. Mills, of the American Line steamer 
Philadelphia, and Oapt. Juham, of the Frendi Line steamer Hudson, say they 
never experienced such huge waves in all their thirty years' sea travel. Panic 
reigned on board, and it was only after the officers had threatened to shoot the 
passengers that they were quieted. The huge ships reeled and quivered under 
the shock produced by the violence of the waves. "It seemed," said Oapt. Mills, 
"to pick the great vessel up like a tiny shell, toss it into the air and catch it 
again." 

On March 10 the Mves of eleven hundred French people were blotted out 
in a frightful coal mine disaster near Paris, bringing sorrow to six thousand 
fathers, mothers, wives and children. The work of relief was carried on until 
the relief parties themselves were engulfed in the same grave. The burdens that 
have been brought up from the bowels of the earth consist of a mere heap of 
burnt flesh. It is not possible that one-tenth of the charred remains will ever 
be identified. 

And so the signs given by the Savior are taking place in the earth, and 
in very truth "men's hearts are failing them for fear." "But the end is not yet," 
said the Redeemer, "but this Grospel ^all be preached in all the world as a 
witness, and then shaiil the end come." This is the most imiK>rtant sign of all. 
The Elders of the Ohurch of Jesus Christ are now going among the people in 
all parts of the earth, preaching this Gospel of the Kingdom, and declaring unto 
them that if they will comply with its ordinances and live Godly in Christ Jesus 
they will escape the wrath of God. They also testify to the world that GoJ 
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haa raised ^up prophets and apostles in tbese days, and communicated His 
mind and will to them. God will not be mocked, and has declared in this dav, 
by His servant Joseph Snrith: "And after your testimony oometh wrath and 
indignatioot upon the people; for after your testimony conv&th the testimony of 
earthquakes that shaFl cause groaninge in the midst of her, and men (9hall fall 
upon the ground, and shall not be able to stand. And also oometh the testimony 
of the voice of thunderings, and the voice of lightnings, and the voice of tem- 
pests, and the voice of the waves of the sea« heaving diemselves beyond their 
bounds. And &K things shall be in commotion; and suiely, men's hearts shall 
fail them ; for fear i^all come upon all people." — (Doc. & Oov., sec 68, vs. 88-91.) 
Let the Saints heed the voice of the Savior: "When ye theretore shall 
see the abomination of desolation, stand in holy places," and *"flee to the 
mountains." Hie vials of God's wrath are being broken on the nations, and 
every word uttered by the mouths of His holy prophets wiU be fulfilled. 



SAYINGS OF THE PROPHET JOSEPH. 

We have received so many requests from new eubecribers for a republication 
of the sayings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, which have appeared each issue on 
the first page of the Journal, that we have decided to do so, and they will be 
found in this issue. There is another reason which has impelled us to republish 
these sayings, and that is the fact that our stock of most of the back numbers 
of the Journal of the present volume is entirely exhausted, and can only be 
secured in the few bound volumes we will have for sale when this volume closes. 
We are frequently receiving calls for back numbers of November 1, Januarv 1 
and February 15. There is not a copy left, but we have a few copies of some of 
the other issues. 

We want to say a few words, in this connection, regarding our bound vol- 
umes. As announced elsewhere, we can not fill any more orders for volume 1> 
because there is not another copy left. We have a few bound copies of volume 
2, orders for which will be filled as long as they last. They are $1.25. postage 
prepaid to any address. We are now entering up orders for the present volume 
at the same price, which will be filled next August in the order in which they are 
received. We advise all missionaries and members of the Ohurch who want to 
secure a bound volume to file their orders now. TTiis volume is goin^ to be one 
of the most precious books of the Church, containing as it does many valuable 
articles from the pen of some of our earliest writers, which have been resur- 
rected from the first publications of the Ohurch. 

We a^ain suggest the importance of sending in without delay your orders 
for bound volumes. 



ANOTHER HOUSE BURNED ON HARKER'S ISLAND. 

The sad news has reached the Mission Office that the house in which the 
SainYs on Barker's Island were holding school temporarily after the burning of 
their church, has been destroyed by fire just as the mob there threatened they 
would do if school was continued. The use of this house had been loaned by a 
friend of the Saints, and not only was school held in it, but also Sabbath school 
and meetings. An arrest was made after this second fixe and an examination 
held at Beaufort, before the authorities there, but the defendant was acquitted. 
The condition of the people on the Island is such now as to call forth the sym- 
pathies of every person who has a heart to feel for another's sufferings. Isolated 
from all protection, at the mercy of cut-throats and assassins, afraid to leave their 
homes after dark, standing on guaid through the dreary hours of the night to sav<? 
their little earthly possessions and the lives of their loved ones, deprived of the 
association of their spiritual advisors, their places of worship burned to ashes, 
afraid to mingle with each other in sacred devotion — such is the condition of the 
devotees of an unpopulair religion, on American soil, who are now awaiting pro- 
tection at the hands of those who have taken solemn oaths to uphold the law and 
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su|^port tine ConstitutiiXD, Tvhicb guarantees to all men religious freedom soki 
immunity from molestation in their civil rights. When will theee poor people 
receive some assurance that this condition of affairs will cease? Surely there is 
power enough in the civil authority of North Carolina to extend protection to 
these people? Why delay the matter? Send some one to Harker's Island with 
authority to hunt down the human bloodhounds who are responsiWe for this scene 
of terrorism and arson, and let the law be vindicated, and the good name of that 
State upheld. 

THIWUGH HOLDING CONFERENCES. 

With the holding of Conference at Richmond, Va., on Sunday, March 4, Presi- 
dent Rich has made a complete tour of the Mission, having held successful C<hi- 
ferences during the winter in all of the States under his presidency. Everywhere 
was heard the most encouraging reports regarding the spi^ead of the work of the 
Lord. The people among whom the Elders are laboring show an anxi€ty to iear 
the message they have been sent to declare, and are investigating the Gospel wa 
revealed through the Brophet Joseph Smith. The Elders are working with an 
earnestness that shows they are filied with the spirit of their missions, and are 
united in the conflict being waged against the powers of darkness. President Ridi 
has taken occasion in every Conference to personally interview every Elder regard- 
ing his health, his circumstances, and! the condition of his loved ones at home. 
Now that these general Conferences are over, it will rest with the Conference 
Presidents to hold district meetings at such points as will be beneficial to the 
Saints, and where a few pairs of Elders can meet together without traveling too 
far. It is not wise to compel Elders to travel too far and to leave their fields of 
labor too long at a time in order to attend these district meetings. Where it is 
possible for two or three pairs of the Elders to meet together, much good can be 
accomplished, and the Conference Presidents by using good judgment can dis- 
tribute these district meetings throughout their Conferences in a way that will 
be of great benefit to the Saints and investigators. But don't take too msny of 
the Elders away from their fields of labor. 



REGARDING DEBATES. 



Recently quite a number of our Elders have been challenged^ by ministers 
to hold debates, and in almost every instance it has been done with a desire, 
on the part of ministers, not to have the truths of the Gospel presented, but to 
present a rehash of all the foul and contemptible and exploded statements which 
in the past have been made against the Church, and which on account of the 
narrow, contracted ignorance on the part of the ministers, they have not yet 
discovered the proven falsity of the same, or else they are actuated with a wicked, 
wilful desire to deal in faJsehoods and misrepresentations. We, therefore, 
desire to give this final counsel to the Elders, and we wish them to record 
it in their books and remember it, that under no consideration must they 
deal in these discussions without first submitting all the facts in the case 
to the Headquarters of the Mission. It is always a pleasure on our i>art to 
divide time with ministers in speaking upon the question, **What sheHl we do 
to be saved?" and no application of this kind will ever be ignored when sub- 
mitted to us with an honest desire on the part of those who request it. But, 
as we have said, the large majority of these individuals must know of a surety 
that the usual statements used by them are false, and they desire to deal in 
such lies, even though it bring damnation to their own souls. 



IMPORTANT TO ELDERS. 

With the coming week's mail, we will enclose to the Elders, with their 
papers, two of the little jreferenci* pamphlets, same as the one sent last week, 
together with some rubber bands. Tbe Elders can send one of these to their 
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folks at home, that they may also know of the instructions under which the 
Elders are laboring. A good way for the Elders to preserye these pampMets 
in a handy manner, for constant reference, is to open tiieir daily journal in 
the centre, lay the pamphlet on it, opened up also in the centre, a^ bind them 
togetiher with the rubber band. If the Elders will do this they wiU not lose 
sight of them, and will always have them handy. If any of our Elders fail 
to receive these pamphlets, (iiey should notify us, and others wiii be sent; also, 
when they become worn, Elders should send for new ones, which will always 
be sent without charge. On account of an error in the ones already sent, we 
desire the Elders to replace them with one of these now mailed out. Wliite 
ttbese references are not for general distribution, yet much good wiH be accom- 
pHflhed if the missiimaries will let our Saints and friends peruse them and 
undjerstand just what the instructions are governing the labors of our travel- 
ing EUders. 

Quite fbequently Saints in the South write letters to the President of the 
CSiurch in Salt Lake City which always have to be referred bade to the President 
of the Mission. If the Saints will understand this matter and send their letters 
to the headquarters of the Mission, instead of sending them to President Smith 
at Salt Lake, it will be of the greatest benefit to all parties concerned. The 
Elders should teach the Saints the necessity of observing the rules governing 
these matters. It will be far better for the Saints to honor their Conference 
Presidents and let their communications reach the headquarters of the Mission 
through their Conference Presidents, who are always in ok>6e touch with the 
Saints, understanding their neceesnties far better than we do and mudi better 
than can be understood by our brethren in Zion. 



Florida leads the Mission in the patter of subscribers to the EjUXBBs' 
Journal, with South Carolina a close second. There is but one subscriber dif- 
ference in the Conferences of Kentucky, North Carolina and Virginia, they stand- 
ing in the order named. In the next issue of the Journal, and in each succeeding 
issues, we hope to be able to show the standing of each Conference. 



Elders David Powell and Royal M. Jeppson send us clippings from one of 
the Vicksburg, Miss., papers, in which city they had been refused permission to 
hold street meetings and distribute literature. The published reply of these Elders 
was excellent, and must have had its effect with all fair-minded persons. We 
regret we cannot find room to reproduce it. 



Tiie Elders and Saints in Zson are warned against complying with requests 
they receive for help from people in the South professing to be members of the 
Church, unless they are well acquainted with such individuals and know they are 
worthy of the helping hand. We would appreciate it if all sudi calls for help 
were sent to us to pass upon. 



Saints desiring the Elders to call on them, will get much quidser response, 
if they will write direct to their Conference Presidents, whose names and 
addresses appear in the Journal. All we can do when we receive their letters 
is to send them to the Conference President. 



President George Reynolds sends us the gratifying information that one 
hundred Elders have been called on missions to ths Southern States, and that the 
first consignment will leave Salt Lake City on the 21st inst. Good! 



Elder Wm. A. Morton, business manager of the Juvenile Instructor, has 
been called on a mission to England, to succeed Elder Nephi Anderson as asso- 
ciate editor of the Millennial Star. He leaves in June. 



In a letter just received we learn that the First Presidency have expressed 
themselves as being well pleased witii the Elders' Journal and the excellency of 
the subject matter it contains. 
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EAST AND MIDDLE TENNESSEE CONFERENCE. 

On Sunday, Febrnary 25, 1906, the Elders of the Middle and East Tennessee 
Conferences held their conferenod together in the Philharmonic Hall, Nashville, 
Tenn., oonmtencing at 10 a.m., when they met with President Rich in priesthood 
meeting, and had an enjoyable time together. President Rich congratulated the 
Elders upon ttteir neat appearance, and gave them very valuable advice as to 
their becoming accustomed to the conditions surrounding them, and learning not 
to complain; showed the necessity of being bumble and forgiving towards those 
who maltreated them, for we never know when the door of their hearts will be 
opened. As an example of this, he related the forgiving spirit of Stephen and the 
conversion of Saul. He urged the Elders to get the Elders' Joubnal into the 
homes of every Saint and friend in the Conference. Following President Ricb« 
EUders A. O. Jensen and R. B. Summerhays, from the Oiiattattooga office, addressed 
the EMders, dealing with the work under their supervision. Elder Jas. H. WalHs 
spcke of the marvelous growth of the Journal and encouraged the Elders to 
write for it. He made some valuable suggestions in this particular. President 
H. C. Ford of the E>ast Tennessee Conference, and President J. W. Grant of the 
Middle Tennessee Conference, reported the condition of the work under their 
charge. President Rich introduced Elder Wm. D. Bocker, who succeeds President 
Grant. He spoke for a few moments, expressing his appreciation of the united 
vote given him as their president. President Rich occupied the rest of the time 
in giving much valuable counsel to the Elders. 

In the afternoon President Bocker addressed the meeting upon the first prin- 
ciples of the Gospel. Elder A. C. Jensen illustrated the parable of the talents, 
it being suggested to him by a solo sung by little Miss I^atie May West. A 
quartet, composed of Elders Hobson, Ball, Taylor and McGavin, of the East 
Tennessee Conference, then sang "School Thy Feelings," followed by a few words 
from Elder Summerhays, after which Elder Jas. H. Wallis sang "Who's on the 
Lord's Side, Who/' all joining in singing the chorus. President Rich then deliv- 
ered one of his characteristic eloquent and forceful Gospel discourses. He ex- 
plained in a very clear and direct way the necessity for prophets and apostles and 
the organization of the Church. President Ford bore testimony to the divinity 
of the mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith. 

At the evening meeting President Grant bade farewell to the Elders and 
Saints, as he is about to return home to Zion. Elder Wallis sang the solo "I 
Have Heard of a Beautiful City." Elder J. G. Shields sp<^e upon our pre- 
existent state, and was followed by Elder Jas. H. Wallis, who spoke in a very 
convincing way upon the divine authenticity of the Book of Mormon, the history 
of the mighty races of people who were the original inhabitants of this nation. 
After a few concluding remarks from President Ford, Conference adjourned with 
prayer and benediction. Jas. W. Grant, President. 



REMEMBERS HIS FRIENDS IN THE SOUTH. 

(Continued from page 247) 

us, for He Himself set the example in this regard, and taught us the manner in 
which we should pray. There are but few acquainted with the Bible but what 
know the Lord's prayer. How beautiful ic is, and how to the point. We often 
hear people pray who do not consider to whom they are praying, for what they 
are praying, and where they are praying. When we have our family prayer, whicli 
we should always ask for the blessing desired **in the name of Christ," "and what- 
soever ye shall ask in m^ name that wUl I do, that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. If ye ask anything in my name, I will do it." (John 14, 13-14.) Also 
John 15, 16, and John 16, 23. In Ephesians 5, 20, it reads : "Giving thanks always 
for ail things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
This is very plain, for whatsoever we receive is from above and oometh down from 
the Father of light, and hence His name is worthy the honor. Yet we should not 
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ase the name of the Father nor His Son Jesus Christ in our prayers any more than 
is necessary, for this is displeasing in His sight. 

There are a great many points to which I should like to call your attention, 
showing you how answers to prayers are promised, how essential it is to have 
fadth in prayers and how prayers have been answered both dn the days of old as 
well as in these latter days. 

In conclusion, I desire to bear my testimony to all who may read th:^ 
letter that God does live and that Jesus is the Christ and the Only Begotten of 
the Father. Joseph Smith was a true Prophet of the Living God as also all that 
proceeded him including Joseph F. Smith the present President of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saiints, who is indeed a prophet of God and a true 
leader for us as children of God to sustain. This Gospel, known by the world as 
Mormonism is true and the only Gospel on earth. It must be preached in all 
the world as a witness, unto all nations, for none will be excused, and then will 
the end come, for every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is 
the Christ and that Joseph Smith was a true prophet of God. Let us prove faitii- 
ful to the end, finish the fight we have started out to defend, oome what may, cuivj 
our reward will be sure. 

God bless us all, help us to do right and live in peace. 
Your Brother and Friend, 

, William M. Hansen, 

428 N. First East Street, Logan, Utah. 



POETRY COMPOSED BY MISSIONARY MOTHERS. 

[The following poems were composed by the mothers of two of the Elders 
now laboring in the Southern States — Elder Lyman J. Ball of the East Tennessee 
Conference, and Elder David A. Penrod of the Kentucky Con-ference. Tlie 
sentiments expressed by these noble women are inspiring, and show the loyalty 
that burns in tlieir hearts for the Cause of Truth.] 



A MOTHER'S THOUGHT. 

The fire burns brightly at home tonight, 
Everything seems at peace and is quiet; 
As I sit in silence these thoughts come 

to me: 
Where and O where can my dear boy be? 
Shall I worry and fret and be full of 

fear? 
Why not? he is one that I love so dear! 



The rain-drops patter, the mud is deep; 
He knows not where tonight he'll sleep. 
Hungry and tired, wet and cold. 
Will anyone take him into their fold? 
Will the minister great, who hires for 

gold? 
No, verily, no, he is cruel and cold. 

Darkness comes on. he is still outside. 
Too dark to see the path for his guide. 
Yet there's something within his burn- 
ing breast 
That will guide him on to a place of 

rest. 
The angels will guard while he sleeps 

at night. 
Sweet rest will come with the morning 
light. 



Shall I worry? No! My strength is in 

prayer. 
Shall I murmur? No! He is in God*s 

care. 

Maby a. Ball. 



GOD'S GOODNESS. 

Oh, how grand is the plan of salvation 
Revealed by our Father above! 

How great are His mercies and blessings. 
How boundless His infinite love! 

He restored the glorious Grospel, 
Through a brave but humble youth. 

And gave us the dear Book of Mormon, 
That sacred message of truth. 

To guide us through life's thorny path- 
way, 

This message to us is given, 
To help us live pure lives of honor. 

That we might return to heaven. 

May our Riders ever declare it. 

And testify boldly its birth. 
That thousands may hail its glad mes- 
sage, 
And know of its beauties and worth. 
Isabel Penbod. 
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NOTES FROM THE FIELD. 

Brother J. J. Blansett, writing from Darbun, Pike Co., Miss., says: "I 
haven't been here very long, but I find some twenty-five or thirty Lratter-day 
Saints here, and most of them are true to the cause of truth. All of them are 
getting along fairly well and the most o£ thefb are on their own land, and 
generally they take an interest in the Sunday School. Those that are regular 
at the Sunday School are progressing finely and learning the word of God, so 
much so that they are not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for they know it is 
the power of God unto salvation. If we had some one to take the lead, there 
could be a grand work done here. This is a fine farming country. We can 
raise nearly everything that is used, such as com, cotton, vegetables of all kinds, 
and it is fine for stockraising and poultry. We have a good market near by for 
all farm products. If one will work there isn't any reason why a man can not 
do well. I came here a few months ago, and though very feeble, I built a 
blacksmithing shop. In two weeks I have made enough to pay all expenses up to 
date. The Saints are not persecuted here like they are at some other places, and 
the people generally are glad to see the Saints come here to live, and help them 
get a start. We have a good school here, which the Latter-day Saints and all 
others attend. If we had a few more good Saints here we could have our own 
school and do all of our own work of every kind." 



We publish the following choice words from a letter received from Bro. 
C. M. Hauser, of Washington, D. C. : **Your little coin card invitation, desiring 
donations to assist the Saints in paying for their nice little church house in 
Jacksonville, Florida, came aafely. My better half, Mrs. Job-like, said to put in 
only fifty cents, and the devil suggested fifteen cents. Then I was reminded' of 
the story I heard of an old negro slave, who was addicted to drinking all of 
the "hurrah juice" he could get. He joined the Methodist church, and when 
communion day came around he, with others, went forward to receive the 
sacrament, and kneeled at the altar. The pastor poured the goblet full of wine, 
and, approaching old Uncle Jesse (expecting him to take but a sip of it), ex- 
claimed, "Drink ye, all of it." Uncle Jess drained the goblet, and exclaimed as 
he handed back the vessel, "Fill *em up agin, brudder; I luv de Lrtiwd gude 
enuf to drink a quart." So I decided to "fill up" the envelope, and put in $1.30, 
all it will hold, for I love Mormonism good enough to die for it, if God so 
requires. I trust enough of the Saints will donate their mite to pay off the 
church debt; and I can truly say to the Saints of my beautiful Southland, 
that Mormonism is simply Godism, and to never allow satan to pull the wool over 
j-our eyes and cause you to apostatize from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
cm y Saints." 



"I have just read the Joubnai. containing the account of the burning of the 
Church at Barker's Island," says Brother Edward S. Rolph, of Foxport, Ky. 
**I can indeed sympathize with these people, for a mob took sledge hammers and 
axes and tore down our little Church at Beechburg, and threatened us all, and 
went to hunt the Elders, but did not find them. Don't get discouraged. God is 
on our side. We have proved it. After tearing down our Church, several of 
the Saints and their families left here for Brigham City, Utah. One of them, 
Elder Figgins, has since been called to Australia on a mission, and is now 
President of the Tasmania Mission. One of the mob said he saw that the 
judgments of God were coming on every one who took part in the destruction of 
our Church, and he has been baptized into the Church. Another has been eaten 
up by a cancer, one was killed before the year ended, one was arrested and 
punished for insulting another man's wife, another lost a fine cow. So you can 
see how Grod follows them up and chastens them if they do not repent and 
serve Him. Be faithful, and all will be \<^ell." 



Elders W. A. Walker and I. L. Ballard visited a Christian Sunday school 
Feb. 11, near the Deboard settlement, Bledsoe Co., Tenn., and was asked by 
the minister of the church to sing them some opening hymns, which they gladly 
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responded to. The Elders sang the following: "Welcome, Welcome, Sabbath 
Morning," and "In Our Lovely Deseret," after which they were asked to take 
part in the Sunday school lesson, and were granted the privilege of asking any 
question they desired. After Sunday school, the Elders were asked by many 
present to hold a meeting. This they did, and met many approving friends. At 
night the minister with others met at W. C. Meddley's, where the Elders were 
staying and requested them to hold another meeting. After these services were 
over, an elderly gentleman shook hands with the brethren and said: "Young 
men, I watched your sermons very closely to find some place to catch you, but 
failed to find you dealing on dangerous ground. The only fault I have to find 
with your speaking is that you don't speak long enough, for I could listen to 
you a half day.' There is a good chance for some new members in that part 
soon." 



Writing from South Washington, N. C, Feb. 24, Elders Lorenzo Depriest 
and Wallace Young write: "We have been laboring in Pender county, as it has 
been several years since this county was canvassed. We have been very suc- 
cessful and have met many kind-hearted people, several of whom have pur- 
chased books from us. It has been extremely wet on account of rain, which 
made it diflScult to accomplish very much. On the 11th, after holding our morn- 
ing service at J. J. Wells, we decided to attend a non-denominational Sunday 
school, held in the neighborhood. We had scarcely set down, when, to my sur- 
prise, a gentleman touched me on the shoulder and asked, *Are you Mormon 
Eilders?' On replying *yes,* he asked us to preach. The superintendent was 
willing and the time was granted for a short service. The congregation sang 
two songs, and the time was given in our hands. The fundamental principles 
were taken up, and we bore our testimony that the Grospel had been restored 
in these last days. Another interesting meeting was held at night, when the 
Book of Mormon was discoursed upon." 



While tracting the little town of Center HiH., Fla., Elders Stokes and Phil- 
lips met two Baptist ministers on the street. They told the Elders they would like 
to "correct some of the lies" they had been preaching. "We told them," says 
Elder Phillips, "to prove from the Scriptures wherein we weYe preaching any 
principle that was wrong. In a short time a large crowd gathered together, 
who listened very attentively to the investigation. One of the ministers said 
we claimed to give the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands, and this was 
untrue. We proved from the Scriptures that in the days of the Apostles it was 
bestowed by the laying on of hands. Then they raised the old cry, that the 
Apostles were all done away with, and that if any preached the Holy Ghost was 
given in these days by the laying on of hands, they were sinning against the 
Holy Ghost. When we got through talking to them, we distributed our tracts 
among the crowd. They all took one, excepting the two preachers. They said 
they didn't want anything to do with us. 



Another of our Mprmon girls, Helen M. Shultz, of the Ohio CJonference. 
sends us in some new subscribers and says, "I will send more later. It is a dear 
little pamphlet. I do believe the happiest moments of my life are when I am 
talking Mormonism and reading the Journal. I try to get every one to read it 
who will. We are delighted at home with it, and could -not do without it. We 
learn so much from the testimonies and experiences of others. We were pleased 
with the answer the little girl gave to that Methodist minister. I am fifteen 
years old, and go to school every day. I know my prayers are answered, because 
the children surely treat me royal. And it seems quite strange, because they all 
know I am one of those despised Mormon girls. I never looked to be treated so 
after I was baptized. I have the pleasure of talking M(^moni9m to them when- 
ever I please, and they seem very interested and fusk me questions." 



Elder W. C. Shipley writes from Dexter, Ga., as follows: "EJlder Gooch 
and I have been visiting Saints and friends in the southern part of the Con- 
ference, and have been invited to preach in many homes where we have been 
turned away before. Near Sopertou we have met with extraordinary success. 
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During the last two weeks we have held twelve meetings and made many friends. 
On Sunday, Feb. 11, we baptised one applicant, and Monday, two more were 
added to the fold. Notwithstanding the fact that the weather was very cold 
large crowds were at the water*s edge and at the confirmation meetings. Mon- 
day night we were invited to preach in the Second Advent Church, but owing 
to cold weather our congregation was small. Tuesday night we held another 
meeting in the same neighborhood, and had a large crowd. At this meeting 
we sold seven books and one Book of Mormon, and distributed all the litera- 
ture we had. Prospects here look very favorable.** 

Elders Albert Harper and Peter G. Whitehead are at work in Mount Airy, 
N. C, as the following clipping from the paper published there plainly shows: 
**A pair of Mormon preadiers have been making a systematic canvass of this 
town this week, «rt least we think so. We saw them and noted their methods, 
which are gentlemanly and above criticism. They go to a home and call for the 
lady; if not invited in they talk of their religion for a few minutes and leave 
some literature an^ depart for the next house. We are fearful that th4?re are 
many homes here that receive no pastoral visits from the ministers of the 
town, and if this U true these homes are the more easily reached by a Mormon 
preacher.'* 



A poor old sister in one of the conferences in the Southern States Mission 
expressed her desire to have the JoubnaIj sent her, and regretted her helpless 
condition was such that ^e could not pay for it. The case was brought to the 
attention of President Rich, and while he was considering it Elder Jensen, the 
bookkeeper in the Mission office. w«is opening the mail from the West. One of 
the letters was from one of the returned Elders, who enclosed one dollar to pay 
for his subscription, and for the subscription of some worthy poor Saint in the 
South. It is needless to say the great good that sudi a thoughtful act accom- 
plished. Tlie beart of our poor sister was made glad in consequence. 



"I haven*t forgotten the work in the South,** writes Elder C. E. Ferrin, from 
Pima, Ariz., ''which I learned to so dearly love. My heart and prayers are 
ever with the Elders and Saints; that the work may continue to progress. 1 
find no time for idleness here, and hope to be able to do much in furthering 
the cause at home. I feel grateful for having had the great pleasure of laboring 
in the South. The Joubnal always brings good tidings, and from its p^ges I 
obtain the desired information as to how the work is progressing. It also 
awakens within my heart the love that has been instilled therein for the dear 
people who were so kind to me during my labors in the Sunny Land.** 



Elder T. R. Canova, of Douglas, Ga., is to be congratulated upon the 
gallant stand he made in defense of character. It seems a Rev. (?) Hill villified 
' him and abused him in a shameful manner, the result of which was they met on 
the streets of Douglas, and- Bro. Canova administered to him a severe drubbing. 
The professors and teachers of the Southern Nonnal Institute, of Douglas, 
where Bro. Canova has been for the past two years taking a course in English, 
unite in testifying to his high moral conduct, and the leading business men of 
the place raised the money among themselves to pay the exp^ise of his 
defense and tho fine imposed, realizing that he had been shamefully abused by this 
divine (?), and all because be was a Mormon. 



"I think the lovely little Journal is getting better all the time,** writes Sister 
Isabella H. Putnam, of the South Carolina Conference. **There cannot be too 
mndi said in praise of it. I love to read about the Gospel. On Christmas I 
was very sick, not able to do anything hardly. I received the "Brief History of 
Joseph Smith** just a few days before Christmas, so I spent that day reading it. 
I read every word in it from beginning to end. I was filled with so much sym- 
pathy and love for the Prophet and his brother Hyrum, the Patriarch, that I 
just bad to stop and sigh to relieve myself of the feelings it produced. I do not 
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s<?e how human beings oould have been so cruel as to wilfully murder such good 
men. When I read the chapter narrating their martyrdom, I had to weep." 



The Signal, published at Emporia. Florida, publishes an account of the 
burning of the church on Ilark^r's Island, and the editor in commenting on tho 
outrage, says : "The perpetrators of the heinous crime of incendiarism should 
\ye adequately punished by the North Carolina authorities. The Mormons are 
American citizens and have the right to go into any state to preach and estan- 
lish churches, the same as any other denomination, and it is as great a crim^ lo 
burn a Mormon church- as it is to burn any other kind of a church. Besides 
burning the church the Elders were threatened and told to leave. The crime was 
premeditated, as the press dispatches show." 



Sister Etherington, of West Weber, Utah, the wife of Elder Geo. W. 
Etheriugton, now laboring in the East Tennessee Conference, sends in a batch 
of new subscribers, and says: "I never got to read it until my husband went 
on his mission, and now I wouldn't be without it. I only wish it came every 
week. It is a paper that should be in every home, and I will do all I can to get 
it there." Good for Sister Etherington. Why cannot the loved ones of other 
missionaries help us in a like manner, and thus co-operate with their husbands 
in doing good missionary work, for such it is when you get the Journal ir.to 
the homes of the people. 



Elder Ed. L. Pomeroy, of Mesa, Ariz., sends in a batch of eight new sub- 
scribers, and says, "Just a few lines in one of your issues Of a few weeks ago 
pays me for all the trouble I can possibly go to here in the interests of the 
Journal, and that was where it speaks of ono of our d^ar Saints in the Soii.li. 
whom I had not heard from for a long time, as being a faithful tithepayer and 
still firm in the Gospel, Sister Rebecca Nettles of the Georgia Conference. She 
was one of the few converted under the sound of my voice, and I will at once 
write her a good long letter to renew our acquaintance." 



Elder G. Williams, of Kanarra, Utah, says: *The Journal is such an in- 
teresting little paper, with so much good reading matter in it. It brings back 
old times to one who has walked the swamps of the South. I spent some twenty- 
six months in Middle Tennessee, as a laborer in that part of the Lord's vineyard, 
and very much appreciate having had that experience. It makes my heart 
rejoice when I see the pictures of the noble servants of God, and read their 
counsel to the laboring Elders. Some of the best people on the earth live in 
the Southern States." 



'*The Journal brings past experiences to my mind while I was in the mi!>siou 
field," writes Elder Jedediah M. Brown, of Woods Cross. Utah. "I traveled 
a great many miles in the State of Tennessee, endeavoring to spread the Gospel, 
and had many enjoyable times and found many kind friends in that State of 
sunshine and flowers. I love to recall the many good times I have had at their 
homes and the inexpressible joy I had w^hile in the mission field. They were the 
happiest days of my life, although I had the chills and fever and rheumatism 
to coutend with." 



Elder P. N. Nelson, of Richmond, Utah, contrasts the excellent work being 
done in Jacksonville now, compared to the time when he labored there, before 
the destruction of that city by fire. "I labored in that city for three months, 
and we were not permitted to hold meetings on the streets nor sell books. But, 
thank God, there was no law forbidding us giving them away. They did not 
heed our warning voice, but when tho Lonl spoke from heaven with flames of 
fire, then that proud, independent spirit was melted to humbleness and obe- 
dience." 

Sister Birdie U. Bailey, of Bluffton. S. C, tells of the great loss she suffered 
in the death of her little boy Quincy, which occurred on Jan. 13, aged 1 year, 4 
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months and 2 weeks. The little tot went off to play, and was not missed but 
a short while when his body was found floating in an old well at the edge of 
their garden, the well being but two feet deep. He was the only child the 
parents had, and the loss is a great one. We deeply sympathize with the bereaved 
parents. 



Elder P. C. Winter, of Rexburg, Idaiio. is still workinjj for the Journal, 
and we have received another remittance from him. "Am trying to get more 
of the people interested," is what he says, "and hope to send in more subscrip- 
tions soon. My heart is still with the Mission and I hope it wttl always be.*' 
He remembers his old companions in the Office, and our hearts go out in bless- 
ings to him. 



Elder Alvin Warner, of Safford, Ariz., writes: "I take a great deal of 
plt^asure in reading the Journal, especially whon I can find wonie mnvs fro.n 
my old field of labor. South Alabama and West Florida. I often think of the 
good times I had and the people who were so kind to me. May God bless them, 
and all those who share their food and shelter with a Mormon Elder." 



"I am one of the mothers of a missionary in the South, so when I saw your 
request in the Journal for aid in grottioff new subscribei's, I at once went o^h 
among my friends," writes Sister Mary A. Willardson, of Mayfield, Utah. "I 
read pieces from the Journat- in our Primary Association, as I am the Presid**nt 
here. I will get you some more subscribers after awhile." 



"I have been out among my friends in th<> interests of the Journaf^. and hnd 
a nice talk with some of the Baptist people," writes Brother Robert L. Coxey, 
of the North Carolina Conference. "They told me that it took all the money 
they could spare to pay their preacher. I told them not to pay the preacher, 
but to subscribe for the Joubnal." 



"I am walking six miles to get you these new ^ubscril)ers " writes EUl r F. 
J. Sorenson, of Park City, Utah, in sending in another batch of names. "The 
little Journal is indeed a welcome visitor to me, and the spirit that aocompanios 
it makes me long to be back in the 'Sunny South,' grip in hand, laboring among 
that kind and hospitable people." 



Accompanying the names of four new subscribers are the foHowing kind 
words from Elder C. E. Owens, of Woodruff, Ariz. : "The Journal brings to my 
heart many pleasant remembrances of the good people of the South, and I am 
still proud that I had the privilege of traveling for a little more than two years 
in the Southern States Mission." 



"I am getting very old now, having just passed my eighty-second birth- 
day," writes Sister Eliza C. Mason, of the Kentucky Conference. '*My eyesight 
has failed considerably, and I can see to read but very little; but I enjoy reading 
the Journal, and it revives me, as I don't often see the Elders or Saints. I am 
glad to hear of its success." 



"The Journal is a little busy bee. and is a ray of sunshine in my home, and 
my heart is full of praise for it," writes Sister Sadie E. Branch, of the North 
CajTolina Conference. "I am all alone in my faith here, and the Journal comes 
like the visits of the Elders, and drives away the dark clouds which sometimes 
hover around me." 



"I think the iUtle preacher* is a grand paper," writes Sister G. H. Stoddard, 
of Downey, Idaho. "We can hardly wait after it arrives until we are seated in 
our little happy home circle to listen to its inspiring contents. As a family, we 
often wonder how we ever existed without its counsel, which is so inspiring and 
consoling." 
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Brother Morgan Martm of tbo South Carolina Conference says the Journal 
18 nourishing food for the hungering Saints, who do not get to hear the Elders. 
**T:iie Journal is my preaoher, and the mail box our placj of meeting," he sa^s, 
"and how joyful is that meeting. All the Saints should take it; it is so full 
of truth." 



Elder Thos. Lawrence, Jr., of Summit, Utah, sends in seven subscriptions 
and says : "When I read the dear Journal. I long to get back again in the South, 
defending the truth. It is a pleasure to labor in so good a cause, under such 
men as are at the head of the Mission. The Journal haa a good future be- 
fore it." 



President C. F. Weight, of the Virginia Conference, boiled down President 
Rich's address to the Conference Presidents into fifty-four terse statements, 
embodying the gist of the instructions given, and sent them out in- typewritten 
form to the Elders laboring under him. It was very nicely and effectively done. 



A friend in the Vipginia. Conference, Mr. Jamea Fitzgerald, says: "I am 
no Mormon, and may never be, but I want it understood that I am a friend to tne 
Elders, and while I am very poor in this world's goods, the Elders can always 
find a welcome at my home. God bless the Elders and the dear little Journal. 



"The fifty cents I spent for the Journal has done me more good than any 
money I ever spent. When I read it my spiritual thirst is quenched and my soul 
revived, for I feel as though I had heard a sermon from some of the Elders of 
Israel." So writes Sister Ellen J. Howerton of the Kentucky Conference. 



We have completed an entire revision of our subscription list, excepting 
the Elders* list. In order to get this correct, we want the Elders to send with 
their next reports, on a separate order blank, the name and address of the 
Individual who is supposed to be getting their home copy of the Journal. 



Sister Rachel Bartlett, of the Georgia Conference, in a very interesting 
letter, tells of her joy in reading and re-reading the memorial number of the 
Journal of Jan. 1, devoted to the life and mission of Joseph the Prophet. "That 
one number was worth many times the price of the Journal," ^he says. 



The Elders of the Middle Tennessee Conference had a little gathering in 
Nashville on Tuesday following the Conference there, and presented their retiring 
President, Elder James W. Grant, with a military set of hair brushes in a 
leather case, to show their love and confidence in him. 



Elder M. C. Pierce, of Colonia Diaz, Mexico, writes that he is still interested 
in the work of the Lord in the Sunny South. "I often fed I would like to 
return, and tramp over some of the country again, and visit some of my friends 
and enjoy myself with the Elders." 



We are unable to supply any more bound copies of Vol. 1 of the Journal. 
having sold them all out. There are still a few copies of Vol. 2 left. First 
come, first served. They will be worth ten times what we ask for them now. 
Send in your orders. 



Sister Mary Sturgill. of the Kentucky Conference, sends us an account of her 
being remarkably healed by the power of God. She had not walked «. step for 
eight weeks at the time she was administered to, but the morning following was 
able to do so. 



"We can not do without the Journal in our home," writes Rosa Lee Patter- 
son ,of the Mississippi Conference. "We always have time to read its beautiful 
pages. Papa has been taking it for a year." 
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Brother Elijah S. Coleman, of the Virginia Conference, says: '*I hope the 
honest-hearted people of the South will read the Journal, for I am sure that 
whereyer it is read by those who desire to know the truth it will do good." 



i^der Eli Gordon, of Heber, Utali, says: "I love the Journal, for it re- 
minds me of the good times I had in the states of North Carolina and Virginia, 
and I would love to be there again, for I love the people of the South." 



Sister M. B. Paschal, of the South Oar(rilna Conference, writes that The 
Elders' Journal is the most welcome visitor she has, and she can hardly wait 
for it to reach her. She has been auooessful in loaning it to her friends. 



**The Journal is highly appreciated by all those that read it in this part," 
writes l^lder Walter M. Bird, of Bingham Canyon, Utah, in sendinjg in some 
more new subscribers. 



By letter from President Wm. A. Petty, of the North Carolina Conference, 
we learn that the school at Hampstead hae been stopped, and Elder Parker has 
gone into the field. 



"I can always get two or three good sermons out of the dear little Journal, 
even though I do not see the EJders," writes Brother Eugene Poynter, of the Ken- 
tucky Conference. 



Sister Ella F. Gatlin, of the Florida Conference, is another of our good 
Saints who are loaning out their Journal to their friends, so as to get them to 
subscribe for it. 



"I appreciate every visit the worthy Journal makes at my home, as its pages 
recall the dear old days I spent in the South," writes Elder B. Mann, of Woods 
Cross, Utah. 



"I find the Journal to be not <mly a comfort but a great aid in studying the 
principles of the Gospel," writes Sister Mary Ellinger, of the Virginia Conference. 



"At the suggestion of Apostle Geo. A. Smith, I desire to become a sub- 
scriber to the Journal," writes Elder Geo. E. WooJley, of Salt Lake City. Good .' 



Elder J. W. Workman, of Park Gty, Utah, says: "I have found the 
Journal one of the beet investments I ever made with the small capital required." 



Elder S. H. Price of the North Carolina Conference sends us in some new 
subscribers, and writes a letter full of testimony and the spirit of the €k>spel. 



President Edward S. Hall, of the Samoan Mission, sends seven dollars for 
fourteen paid up subscribers. The Journal will help all our missions. 



"I realize the Journal is doing much good in my old Mission field, where I 
still have an interest," writes Elder Samuel Cook, of Syracuse, Utah. 



Elder J. B. Broderick, of Emmery, Utah, sends in fourteen new subscribers, 
and says the Journal is a welcome guest and doing untold good. 



Sister Mary J. Podgett, of the Florida. Conference, writes an encouraging let- 
ter concerning the good the Journal is doing in her home. 



Brother G. W. Bragg of the Georgia Conference induced one of his Baptist 
friends to take the Journal. That is tke way to work. 



"We would rather have the Journal to read than any other paper," writes 
Sister W. F. Faylie, of the Florida Conference. 



Digitized by 



Google 



L>G2 



ELDERS' JOURNAL 



The following Eld<?r arrived in Cliattanooga from Zion on Sunday, February 
18, 19(M]: Elders John W. Jones, of Lehi, Ariz., and Geo. L. Wilcox, of Preston, 
Idaho. 



"The Journal brwithes the spirit of the old times in the mission field," writes 
Elder Anders Mortensen, of East Dale, Colo. 



"The Elders' Journal vibratos a pk?asant chord within ray soul," writes 
Elder O. K. Meservy, of Wilford. Idaho. 



Sister J. D. McGavin, of Marysville, Idaho, sends us in a number of new 
sub.scribers, and we bless her for it. 



We thank Sister Mary E. Kidd, of the East Tennessee Conference, for the 
press clippings she has sent us. 




HEADQUARTERS OF THE EUROPEAN MISSION. 

Here is shown tho present bountiful location of the Mission Home in 
Europe — No. 10 Holly Road, Liverpool, England — with President Hober J. 
Grant and his noble b^rnd of workers in the foreground. For over half a cen- 
tury the Liverpool oftiot^ — ns it is knowu^ — was located at 42 Islington, Li%^erpool. 
and thon>nnds of Kld^Ts will remember tho historic building, at the comer of 
Islington and Ann street, with its flight of stone steps and double doors, mounted 
with the regulation iron "knocker." That is now a thing of the pasrt, and tho 
now quarters are in a l>etter neighborhood, more convoniviit, and, what is still 
more pleasing, are owned by the Church. 
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CONFERENCE ildDDRESSES. 

Alabama — Geo. L. Morrison, 160 St. Francis street, Mobile, Alabama. 

East Tennessee — Ilyrum C. Ford, P. O. Box 417, or 711 Fairview avenue, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

Florida — J. B. Ileaton, 511 West Adams street, or P. O. Box 793, Jackson- 
ville, Florida. 

Georgl\ — W. H. Little. 1463 Estes street, Augusta, Georgia. 

Kentucky — Geo. R. Crockett, 611 Third street, or P. O. Box 554, Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

Mississippi — E. D. Buchanan, 3126 Seventh street, or P. O. Box 162, Me- 
ridian, Mississippi. 

Middle Tennessee — Wm. D. Bocker, 147 Fourth a venire North, Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

North Carolina — Wm. A. Petty, Hampstead, Pender Co.. North Carolina. 

Ohio — Calvin S. Jones, 154 East McMicken avenue, or P. O. Box 31, Station 
V. Cincinnati, Ohio. 

South Carolina — John H. Gibbs, 25 Bull street, Charleston, South Carolina. 



APPOINTMENTS. 

Elder John AV. Jones has been appointed to labor in the East Tennessee Con- 
fer^noe. 

Elders Preston M. Joynes and Geo. L. Wilcox have been appointed to labor in 
the Middle Tennessee Conference. 

Elder Sylvester Broadbent has been appointed to preside over the Virginia 
Conference. 

Elder Jacob A. Paton has been appointed to preside over the Alabama Con- 
ference. 

Elder David A Tidwell has been apiwinted to preside over the Florida Con- 
ference. 

Elder GJeorge Berry, of South Carolina, is appointed to labor in the 
Misdssippi Conference. 



TRANSFERS. 

Elder E. Z. Taylor has been transferred from the East Tennessee to the Vir- 
jfinia Conference. 

Elder Thomas F. Farr has beeJi transferred from Florida to labor in the 
(ieorjcia Conference. 

Elder W. C. Shipley has been transferred from the Greorgia Conference to 
lal>or in the Mission Office. 



RELEASES. 

Elder James Phillips of the Florida Conference has been honorably released 
to return home on account of sickness. 

Elder B. B. Bradshaw of the Georgia Conference has been honorably released 
on account of sickness to return home. 

Elder R. G. Strong of the Virginia Conference has been honorably released 
to return home. 

Elder Moroni F. Savage of the Afississippi Conference has been honorably 
released to return home on account of sickness. 

Elder Ralph W. Cheney of the Mississippi Conference has been honorably 
released to return home on account of siokness. 

Elder C. F. Weight has been honorably released from presiding ov.^r the Vir- 
ginia Conference to return home. 

Elder Geo. L. Morrison has been honorably releas d from presiding over the 
Alabama Conference to return home, on account of the dangerous illness of his 
mother. 

Elder W. E. Jones hns been honorably rel nised from lal>oring in the South 
Carolina Conference to return home. 

Elder James B. Ileaton has been honorably released from presiding over thi 
Florida Conference to return home. 
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Beport of Mission Cofrferenees for Two Weeks Ending March 2, 1906. 
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DONT WAIT UNTIL HE'S DEAD. 

While traveling onward with heart all 
aglow. 
You meet with the man who is down. 
Just give him a lift and thus let him 
know 
He still has a friend in the town; 
Your kindness will help him to battle 
with life, 
He*ll cheerfully raise up his head — 
Yes, give him one flower, *twill help him 
to live, 
Bon*t wait until after he's dead. 

When going and coming abroad or at 
home 
Keep ever this object in view. 
Be cheerful and pleasant wherever you 
roam, 
*TwiII ever your pleasure renew, 
Don't sigh nor look blue if perchance 
you are poor. 
But sunshine on other lives shed. 
Give a flower to one who is poorer than 
you— 
Don't wait until after he's dead. 

For a word and a smile will cheer those 
who weep, 
And many you'll find on your way, 
A friendly w^ord given, a mem'ry to 
keep — 
Will come back to bless you some day; 
For many there are who see never a 
bud. 
For whom no bright blossom glows 
red. 



Give him a flower, then, while he's 
alive — 
Don't wait until after he's dead. 
Annie Maun. 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 



BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE. 

If you have a gray-haired mother, 

And from home you are away. 
Sit down and write the letter 

You put off day by day. 
Don't wait until her tired steps 

Reach heaven's pearly gate; 
But show her that you think of her 

Before it is too late. 

If you've a tender message. 

Or a loving word to say. 
Don't wait till you forget it, 

But whisper it today. 
Who knows what bitter memories 

May haunt you if you wait? 
So make your loved ones happy 

Before it is too late. 

The tender word unspoken, 

The letter never sent, 
The long-forgotten messages. 

The wealth of love unspent— 
For these some hearts are breaking. 

For these some loved ones wait; 
So show them that you care for them 

Before it is too late. 

F. H. Sweet. 



DIED. 

BowES— At Woodsdal<», N. C, January 24, liKXJ, Willie, son of William 
and Ellen Bowes, aged 5 years, 5 months and 12 days. His last words were, 
"I'm going home to sleep on my own little bed. Papa, don't you want to go 
with me; I don't want to go by myself. Mamma, go with me; I am going now." 
He told his parents where he wanted to be buried, which was done as he re- 
quested. 
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**Th€ great Jehovah contemplated the whole of the events connected uoiih 
the earth, pertaining to the plan of salvation, before it rolled into emisienoe, or 
ever the morning stars sung together for joy; the past, the present and the 
future were and are, with Him, ONE ETERNAL NOW. He knew of the 
fall of Adam, the iniquities of the antediluvians, of the depth of iniquity that 
would he connected with the human family, their weakness and strength, their 
power and glory, apostacies, their crimes^ their righteousness and iniquity; He 
knew the plan of salvation, and pointed it out; He was acquainted with the 
situation of all nations, and with their destiny. He ordered all things according 
to their several circumstances and the laws of the kingdom of Ood, whether in 
this world, or the world to come."— JOSEPH SMITH, the Prophet. 



Vol. III. April 1, 1906. No. 15. 



THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD. 

BY JOSEPH SMITH, THE PROPHET IN 1842. 

The government of the Almighty "has alwajrs been very dissimilar to the gov- 
ernment of man, whether we refer to his religious government, or to the govern- 
ment of nations. The government of God has always tended to promote peace, 
unity, harmony, strength and happiness; while that of man has been produotive 
of confofdon, disorder, weakness and misery. 

The greatest acts of the mig!hty men have been to depopulate nations and to 
overthrow kingdoms ; and whilst they exalted themselves and became glorious, it 
has been at the expense of the li\-es of the innocent, the blood of the oppressed, 
the moans of the widow, and the tears of the orphan. 

Egypt, Babylon, Greece, Persia, Cartlhage, Rome — each was raised *© dignity 
amid the clash of arms and the din of war; and whilst their triumphant leaders 
led forth their victorious armies to glory and victory, therr ears were saluted with 
the groans of the dying and the misery and distress of the human family; before 
them the eaptlh was a paradise, and behind them a desolate wilderness; their 
kingdoms were founded in carnage and bloodshed, and sustained by oppression, 
tyranny and despotism. The designs of God, on the other hand, have been to 
promote the xiniversal good of the universal world ; to establish peace and good 
win among men; to promote the principles of eternal truth; to bring about a 
state of things that shall unite man to his fellow man ; cause the world to '*beat 
their swords into ploughshaies, and their spears into pruning ho(te," make the 
nations of the earth dwell in peace, and to bring about the Millenniail ^lory, when 



Digitized by 



Google 



266 ELDERS' JOURNAL 

the **eartb shall yield its increase, resume its Paradisean glory, and become as the 
garden of the Lord." 

The great and wise of ancient days have f&iled in ail their attempts to pro- 
mote etemad power, peace and happiness. Their nations have crumbled to pieces ; 
their thrones have been cast down in their turn, and ttieir cities and their 
mightiest works of art have been annihilated; or their dilapidated towers, or 
time-worn monuments have left us but feeble traits of their former magnificence 
and ancient grandeur. They prodaim as with a voice of thunder, those imperisAi- 
aMe truths — that man's sptrength is weakness, his wisdom is folly, his grlory is his 
shame. 

Monarchial, aristocratic and republican forms of government, of their vari- 
000 kindB and grades, have, in tlheir turn, been raised to dignity, and prostrated 
in the dust. The plans of the greatest politicians, the wisest senators and most 
profound statesmen have been exploded; and the proceedings of the greatest 
chieftains, the bravest generals, and the wisest kings have fallen to the ground. 
Nation has succeeded nation, and we have inherited nothing but their folly. His- 
tory records their puerile plians, their short-Jlived glotry, their feeble intellect and 
their ignoble deeds. 

Have we increased in knowledge or intelligence? Where is there a man that 
can step forth and alter the destiny of nations and promote the happiness of the 
world? Or wtiese is there a kingdom or nation that can promote the universal 
happiness of its own subjects^ or even their general well being? Our nation, 
which possesses greater resources than any other, is rent, from center to circum- 
ference, with party strife, political intrigue and sectional interest; our counselors 
«re panic struck, our legislators are astonished, and our senators are confounded. 

What is the matter? Are we alone in this thing? Verily no. With all our 
evils we are better situated than any other nation. Let Egypt, Turkey, Spain, 
lYanoe, Italy* Portugal, Germany, Ekigland, China, or any other nation, speak 
and tell the tale of their trouble, their perplexity and distress, we should find 
that their cup was full, and that they were preparing to drink the dregs of sor- 
row. £kigland, that blasts of her literature, her science, commerce, etc., has her 
hands leeking with the Mood of the innocent abroad, and she is saluted with the 
cries of the oppressed at home. Charterism, O'Connelism and radicalism are 
gnawing her vitals at home; and Ireland, Scotland, Canada and the E}ast are 
threatening her destruction abroad. France is rent to the core, intrigue, treach- 
ery and treason lurk in the dark, and murder and assassinatiod stalk forth at 
noonday. Turkey, once the glory of European nations, has been shorn of her 
strength, has dwindled into her dotage, and has been obliged to ask her allies to 
fvopose to her tributary tenns of peace ; and Russia and Egypt are each of them 
opening their jaws to devour her. Spain has been the theater of bfoodshed, of 
misery and woe for years past. Syria is now convulsed with war and bloodshed. 
1%^ great and powerful empire of China, which has for centuries resisted the 
attacks of barbarians, has become tributary to a foreign foe, her batteries thrown 
down, many of her cities destroyed, and her villages deserted. We might mention 
the Eastern Rajahs; the miseries and oppressions of the Irish; the convulsed 
state of Central America; the situation of Texas and Mexico; the state of 
Greece, Switserland and Poland; nay, the world itself presents one great theater 
of misery, woe and "distress of nations with perplexity." All, all speak with a 
voice of thunder, that man is not able to govern himself, to legislate for himself, 
to protect himself, to promote his own good nor the good of the world. 

It has been the design of Jehovah, from the commencement of the world, and 
is His purpose now, to regulate the affairs of the world in His own time, to 
stand as head of the universe, and take the reins of government into His own 
band. When this is done, judgment wiU be adkninistered in righteousness; an- 
ardiy and confusion will be destroyed, and "nations will learn war no nK>re." 
It is for want of this great governing principle that all this confusion has existed ; 
"for it is not in man that walketh, to direct his steps;" this we have fully shown. 

If there was anything great or good in the world, it came from God. The 
construction of the first vessel was given to Noah, by revelation. The design of 
tiie ark was given by God, "a pattern of heavenly things." Hie learning of the 
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Egyptians, and their knowledge of astronomy was no doubt taught them by 
Abraham and Joseph, as their records testify, who received it from the Lord. The 
art of working in brass, silver, gold and precious stones was taught by revelation, 
in the wilderness. The architectural designs of the temple at Jerusalem, to- 
gether with its ornament and beauty, were given of God. Wisdom to govern the 
house of Israefl was given to Solomon and to the Judges of Israel ; and if He had 
always been tlheir king, and they subject to His mandate and obedient to His 
laws, they would still have been a great and mighty people — the rulers of the uni- 
verse, and the wonder of the world. 

If Nebuchadnezzar, or Darius, or Cyrus, or any other king, possessed knowl- 
edi?e or power, it was from the same source, as the Scriptures abundantly testify. 
If, then, God puts up <nie and sQts down another at His pleasure, and made in- 
struments of kings, unknown to themselves, to fuflfill His prophecies, how much 
more was He able, if man would have been subject to His mandate to regulate 
the affairs of this world, and promote peace and happiness among the h-uman 
family. 

The Lord has at various times commenced this kind of government, and 
tendered His services to the human family. He selected Enoch, whom He 
directed and gave His law unto, and to the people who were with him ; and when 
the world in general would not obey the commands of God, after walking with 
God, He translated Enoch and his Church, and the Priesthood, or government 
of heaven, was taken away. 

Abraham was guided in aJl his family affairs by the Lord ; was conversed 
with by angels, and by the Lord ; was told ^iiere to go, and when to stop ; and 
prospered exceedingly in all he put his hand unto; it was because he and his 
family obeyed the counsel of the Lord. 

When Egypt waa under the superintendence of Joseph it prospered, because 
he was taught of God ; when they oppressed the Israelites, destruction came upon 
them. When the children of Israel were chosen with Moses at their head, they 
were to be a peculiar people, among whom God should place His name; their 
motto was, '*The Lord is our lawgiver; the Lord is our judge; the Lord is our 
king, and He fiftiaU rule over us." While in this state they might truly say, 
"Happy is that people whose €rod is the Lord." Their government was a theoc- 
racy ; they had God to make their laws, and men chosen by Him to administer 
them ; He was their God, and they were His people. Moses received- the word 
of the Lord from God Himself; he was the mouth of God to Aaron, and Aaron 
taught the people, in both civil and ecclesiaertical affairs; they were both one 
there was -no distinction; so it will be when the purposes of God shall be accom- 
plished : when "the Lord shall be king over the whole earth," and "Jerusalem 
His throne." "The law shall go foith from Zion, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem." 

This is the only thing that can bring about the "restitution of all things 
spoken of by all the holy prophets since the world was" — "the dispensation of 
Jhe fulness of times, when Grod shall gather together all things in one." Other 
attempts to promote universal peace and happiness in the human family have 
proven abortive ; every effort has failed ; every plan and design have fallen to the 
ground; it needs the wisdom of God, the intelligence of God and the power of 
God to accomplish this. The world has had a fair trial for six thousand yearo; 
the Lord wifll try the seventh thousand Himself; "He whose right it is will pos- 
sess the kingdom, and reign until He has put all things under His feet ;" Iniquity 
will hide its hoary head, Satan will be bound, and the works of darkness de- 
stroyed ; righteousness will be put to the line, and judgment to the plummet, and 
"he that fears the Lord will alone be exalted in that day." To bring about this 
state of things, there must of necessity be great confusion among the nations of 
the earth ; "distress of nations with perplexity." Am I asked what is the cause 
of the present distress? I would answer, *''Shall there be evil in a city and the 
Lord hath not done it?" 

The earth is groaning under corruption, oppression, tyranny and bloodshed; 
and God is coming out of His hiding place, as He said He would do. to vex the 
nations of the earth. Daniel, in his vision, saw convulsion upon convulsion; he 
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"saw tUl thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of Days did sit; and one was 
brought before him like unto the Son of Man ; and all nations, kindred, tongues 
and people did serve and obey him." It is for us to be righteous, that we may be 
wise and understand, for "none of the wicked shall understand ; but the wise shall 
understand, and they that turn many to righteousness shall shine as the stari 
forever and ever." 

As a Ohuirch and a people it behooves us to be wise, and to seek to know the 
will of God, and then be willing to do it ; for "blessed is he that heareth the word 
of the Lord, and keepeth it,*' say the Scriptures. "Watch and pray always," 
says our Savior, "that ye may be accounted worthy to escape the things that are 
coming on the earth, and to stand before the Son of Man." If Enoch, Abraham, 
Moses, the children of Israel, and all God's people were saved by keeping the 
commandments of God, we, if sa\^ at all, shall be saved upon the same prin- 
ciple. As God governed Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as families, and the children 
of Israel as a nation, so we, as a Church, must be under His guidance if we are 
prospered, preserved and sustained. Out only confidence can be in God ; our on.y 
wisdom obtained from Him; and He alone roust be our protector and safeguard, 
spiritually and temporally, or we fall. 

We have been chastened by the hand of God heretofore for not obeying His 
commands, alt^hough we never violated any human law, or transgressed any human 
precept; yet we have treated lightly His commands, and departed from His ordi- 
nances, and the Lord has chastened us sore, and we have felt His arm, and 
kissed the rod ; let us be wise in time to come, and ever remember that "to obey 
is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams." The Lord has toU 
us to build the Temple and the Nauvoo House; and that command is as binding 
upon us as any other; and that man who engages not in these things is as much 
a transgressor as though he broke any other command — ^he is not a doer of God's 
will, nor a ful filler of His laws. 

In regard to the building up of Zion, it has to be done by the counsel of 
Jehovah, by the revelations of heaven; and we should feel to say, "if the Lord go 
not with us. carry us not up hence." We would say to the Saints that come 
here, we have laid the foundation for the gathering of God's people to this iiilace, 
and expect that when the Saints do come, they will be under the counsel of those 
that God has appointed. The Twelve are set apart to counsel the Saints pertain- 
ing to this matter; and we expect that those who come here will send before 
them their wise men, according to revelation ; or if not practicable, be subject to 
the counsel that God has given, or they cannot receive an inheritance among the 
Saints, or be considered as Grod's people, and they will be dealt with as trans- 
gressors of the laws of God. We are trying here to gird up our loins and purge 
from our midst the workers of iniquity; and we hope that when our brehtren 
arrive from abroad, they will assist us to roll forth this good work, and to ac- 
complish this great design, that "Zion may be built up in righteousness, and all 
nations flock to her standard ;" that as Grod's i>eople, under His direction, and 
obedient to His law, we may grow up in righteousness and truth ; that when His 
purposes shall be accomplished, we may receive an inheritance among those that 
are sanctified. 



MARCH REVIEW. 



Alabama — The Elders, like busy bees, are revisiting the Saints in the south- 
ern counties. The city of Mobile is still being canvassed, and a number of friends 
in that city adds to the pleasure of the Elders who are laboring there. Ehiring 
the month four baptisms have been performed, with good prospects for more in 
the near future. The school taught by Elder Porter in Choctaw county is re- 
ported in good running order, and much good is being derived from his labors. 
On March 1, with an honorable release, Pres. Jesse F. Bean and Elder L. E. 
Harris left the Southern States Mission, Pres. Bean being transferred to labor 
in the Eastern States, and Elder Harris being released to return to his loved 
ones in Zion. The Conference will greatly miss the labors and advice of these 
brethren. On March 15, on account of sickness at home, Pres. George L. Mor- 
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risen was honorably released, and E4der Jacob A. Paton appointed to succeed 
him as President of the Alabama Conference. On March 19 Elder C. E. Moore, 
who for the past twenty-four months has faithfully labored in the Conference, 
was honorably released to return to his loved ones at home. The health of the 
Elders in general is good, and the weather excellent for spring work. 

East Tennessee — The month opened with good health prevailing. On Feb- 
ruary 20 another honest-hearted soul was initiated into the fold of Christ, Elder 
T. S. Johnson oflBciating. On Sunday, the 25th, we met in conference at Nash- 
ville with the Eiders of the Jiliddle Tennessee Conference, and received many 
timely instructions from Pres. Rich and Elders James H. Wallis, A. C. Jensen 
and R. B. Summerhays, from the Mission Office. Elder E. Z. Taylor was trans- 
ferred to the Virginia Conference. We very much regret to loose EMder Taylor 
from our ranks, but welcome in his stead Elder J. W. Jones, from Lehi, Arizona. 
On Monday, the 26th, the East Tennessee EMders met in priesthood meeting, 
where all had the privilesge of speaking a few minutes, and all expressed a de- 
termination of returning to their new fields of labor with renewed energy. Many 
notes taken by Pres. Ford during the Presidents* conference at Chattanooga were 
read and explained. The Elders were assigned to their different fields of labor 
Ba follows: Elders Hobson and Jensen to labor in Bradley county; Elders 
Walker and Barker in Bleikoe ; Elders Johnson and Whiting in Rhea ; Elders 
Oldroyd and BaJlard in Jackson; Elders Miller and Fillmore in Van Buren; 
Elders Boyle and Killian in Putnam; Elders Etherington and Allen in DeKalb; 
Elders McGavin, Jones, Ball and Pres. Ford to make a tour throughout the 
Conference for the punwse of visiting Saints, teaching them their duties and 
hunting up the lost ones. The two first nained will visit the north half of the 
Conference. On March 13 Bro. Jesse Harris, of Chattanooga, applied for bap- 
tism. His request was granted. Elder W. Aird Macdonald being selected to per- 
form the ordinance. The month closes wHh good health prevailing, and the re- 
ports show the Elders are making their resolutions good. 

Florida — On March 3 Brother and Sister Drumiler arrived from Chatta- 
nooga, where they have been laboring in the Mission Office, and wiH now continue 
their labors here. On March 9 Elder Lyon arrived in Jacksonville from Georgia, 
where he and Elder Moore have been visiting Saints. The Conference head- 
quarters have been moved to No. 1707 Highway avenue, where we started to 
"keep house,*' Sister Drumiler in charge. On March 12 Pres. Heaton and Elder 
Tidwell arrived in JacksonviUe from Georgia, where they have been visiting 
Saints for the past three weeks, and Elders R. W. Snyder and Lyon went to 
Peoria to hold a few meetings. On March 15 Elder T. F. Farr received notice 
of his transfer from this Conference to Georgia. Pres. J. B. Heaton received 
notice of his release March 16, and left with Elder Tidwell for Bradford county 
and other counties in Southern Florida for the purpose of holding meetings with 
the EJlders, and turning the work of the Conference over to Elder Tidwell, who 
will preside hereafter. 

Geobgia — This month closes with the Elders all weli and hard at work for 
the spread of the Gospel, excepting O. W. Guymon, who is now in Augusta until 
he gets better. The Branch Conference, which was appointed for Soperton, Smut 
Settlement, Montgomery county, February 25, was changed to Empire, Dodge 
county, owing to not being able to obtain a house or building in which to hold it. 
We had a very pleasant time ; all were filled with renewed energy, and the Elders 
departed to their fields of labor feeling that success would crown their efforts. 
The Elders in Macon and Atlanta have been reinforced, as there are bright pros- 
pects for a good work in each of these places. Street meetings will soon com- 
mence in Augusta, Atlanta and Macon. 

Kentucky — During the last month the Eiders have been in the very best 
of health and meeting with good success. On account of so much mud, and it 
having snowed and rained most of the month, the Elders have been hindered from 
traveling and getting about much. Therefore our reports have been low during 
the past month. In some parts the Elders have been unable to hold meetings on 
account of so much sickness. On the 22d of February Pres. Crockett and Elder 
Christiansen started out through the country looking up lost members and exhorting 
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Saints and friends to subscribe for the Journal. They have reported as meet- 
ing with good success. They have visited a number of pairs of Elders, and have 
found them with a good spirit, working hard in the line of their duty. On the 
26th of February Elder J. A. Humphries left Louisville for his mountain home, 
and has reported that he enjoj-ed his trip horn? very much, finding his loved ones 
all O. K. On the 7th of March Sister Olark^s daughter, of Litchfield, Grayson 
county, passed peaceably away after lingering for a number of months. She has 
always had a desire to be baptissed, but as it was against the wishes of her hus- 
band, she died out of the Church. She had great faith and called for the Elders 
a number of times. Today we were very pleased to have our ranks enlarged by 
Elder R. J. Hunsaker, who has just arrived from Zion. 

Mississippi — During the past month three of our companions have retiirne»l 
home, which makes our band somewhat smaller ; but we were proud to welcome to 
our ranks Elder George Berry, a native of South Carolina. Elders Burton, 
Gourley, Powell, Jeppson, Kennington and Wignall bave been laid up for some 
time with the itch, but they are some better now. Elder Powell has also had a 
lame foot, which kept him from walking for some time. With these exceptions, 
the Elders are well and enjoying their 'labors. On March 2 a cyclone p:issed 
through Meridian at 6:30 p. m. It came without a moment's notice, and all the 
damage Avas done in less than five minutes, killing twenty people, injuring about 
twice as many, and destroying thousands of dollars w^orth of property. Elder.-? 
E. D. Buchanan, George Berry and L. R. Baker hadn't left the restaurant, where 
they had supper, more than three minutes when this building and those adjoin- 
ing (some of them five stories high) wero struck and laid flat on the ground. The 
Elders stood in the door of a bank and watched timbers, brick, etc., flying in 
almost every direction. They were not injured at all, and in a few moments re- 
turn d to the restaurant and assisted in the rescue of several persons, working 
there till midnight. There are a few Saints and friends in both east and west 
ends of town, and their escai>e was marvelous. They acknowledge the protect- 
ing hand of Our Heav nly Father and are very grateful unto Him. On the 9th 
of March Pres. E. D. Buchanan and Elder Berry went into the country to labor 
among Elders, Saints and friends, leaving Elder L. R. Baker in the office. On 
March 4 Elders Jeuks and Williams preached the funeral sermon of Sister Lessie 
L. Quinnelly, wife of Charles E. Quinnelly, who died January 26, 10()6. Bro. 
Quinnelly did not even have a hymn sung at her burial, but waited till th3 Elders 
could IN a oh there and preach lier funeral sermon. He is strong in the faith. 
Elders David Powell and Royal M. Jeppson have, by an encounter with a min- 
ister, made many new friends, and a meeting is appointed ahead for them. Just 
previous to this, they were r<^fused the privilege of canvassing Vicksburg and 
Speed Addition, by both the Mayor and Chief of Police. Elders Gubler and 
Rowley report the people as mostly colored in the district they have to canvass, 
which causs them considerable walking. Elders Burton and Gourley report the 
Saints and friends at Speed, Covington county. Miss., as wanting a meeting 
house built, to be used for both Church and school purposes, so as they can 
have an Elder go there and teach school. If this can be done, some of the scat- 
tered Saints will move there. Almost enough money has been promised for this 
purpose. It is a very friendly neighborhood. Elders Hopkins and AVoolsey re- 
I>ort several good friends and investigators at Roxie. Franklin county. Miss., and 
some baptizing to be done. Pres. Buchanan and Elder Berry met Eld rs Jenks 
and Williams at Quitman and held an enjoyable meeting together. For the past 
Aveek it has been rainy and cold. 

Middle Tennessee — llie past month opened up with fair weather and oc- 
casional rainstorms. The Elders were somewhat slow in starting out after Con- 
ference, which was held here on February 25. We have teen fairly successful in 
our work her^» in Nashville, having been able to distribute a number of tracts and 
sell a number of books, and have been invited to hold several meetings. In some 
of the rural districts the Elders report some little bitter feeling towards them, 
but their greatest complaint is the indifference manifested by the people. So far 
no one reports having had to accept the hospitality of Uncle Sam. On the Mon- 
day prior to his leaving for home, a surprise i)€irty was arranged for 531der J. W. 
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Grant, at the home of one of the friends here, Sister Meadows, where a very 
pleasant evening was si>?nt in social chat and partaking of some very delidoas 
refreshments. IVo very pretty and substantial presents were given him, showing 
the respect and esteem held for him by the friends he made in this city. Elder 
J. W. Jackson has been suffering some iittle, as also EMder S. W. Bills. Elder 
A. O. Jackson is in Nashville, suffering from rheumatism. Otherwise, with the 
exception of a few colds, all are enjoying fairly good health. The Elders are de- 
termined to put forth their strongest efforts to have the "Little Missionary" (the 
Eldebs' Joubnal) enter the homes of all the Saints, and as many of the friends 
as they possibly can, for they realize what a power of good it has been and is 
doiug in spreading the cause of truth. 

North Cabolina — The Elders are all well, with the exception of Eilder 
Angus F. Pierce, who has been bothered some the last month with boils. How- 
ever, he is improving. Elders Anderson and Little, assisted by the good Saints 
and friends at Huntley, Sampson county, have converted some of the green pines 
in that locality, with the assistance of a saw mill, into building material, and 
have succeeded in erecting the frame work of a nice little Mormon Church, which 
they expect to complete in the near future. Elders Bayles and Johnson, now 
laboring in Johnston county, repcrt having the privilege of holding a couple of 
meetings, by way of invitation, in a Baptist Church, which was followed wit3i 
an extended invitation to hold other meetings in the same building, and also in 
an Ad\'entist Church Jn that locality. The Saints on Barker's Island write that 
th^'y held Sunday school on Sunday, March 11, in the open air. This was done 
on account of the miscreants who had robbed them of their nice little Church by 
burning it down, threatening to burn any house that they should hold their Sun- 
day school in. The Saints, therefore, decided to hold their school out in the open 
air, and the result was that the mob declared that if they held another service on 
the Island, indoors or out, they would not stop until they had burnt every Mor- 
mon house on the Island. One of the most bitter enemies to the Saints on the 
Island met with an accident, having about $600 worth of property, including Ms 
fish house, destroyed by fire. Tlies? things bring to our mind the words of one 
of the hymns, "God moves in a mysterious way. His wonders to perform." "Woe 
unto those that offend the least of My little ones, for they shall be severed from 
the midst of My people; their basket shall not be full; their houses and their 
barns shall perish, and they themselves shall be despised by those that flattered 
them." 

Ohio — On February 24 Pres. C. S. Jones moved the Conference oflBoe from 
Columbus to Cincinnati. Not having a sufficient number of Elders, we were com- 
pelled to vacate the Ironton field for the present. Elders R. S. Baxter and S. 
Johnson, who were laboring there, were transferred. Elder Baxter going to Cin- 
cinnati and Elder John-son to Dayton. Elder Fred Corbett was transferred from • 
Dayton to Columbus. All the Elders are well and express themselves as working 
hard. On February 22 Sister Elizabeth Miller, of Poplar Grove, died. She was 
about 72 years old, and has been an exceptionally good Latter-Day Saint since 
Her baptism, in 1901. 

South Carolina — The Elders of the South Carolina Conference are in good 
shape this month ; good health prevails, and everything bids fair to the accom- 
plishment of a good work. At Columbia the Saints and friends met in two eve- 
nings of enjoyment, in honor of Bros. Preston Joyner and George Berry, on the 
19th and 26th of February, respectively. A good time W6is had eadi evening, and 
the "Silent Missionary" was used to a great advantage, causing many excellent 
Gospel conversations. Branch Conference was held by Presidents J. H. Gibbs 
and R. Ray Nixon at Bruce, Horrey county, on the 4th of March, where three 
successful meetings were held. At our afternoon meet'ng about 125 came out to 
the school house, which had been kindly donated to us, only five of which number 
were members of the Church. Elders D. A. Gillies, Joseph Neilson, Robert G. 
Booth, A. M. Hammond and Richard Norwood were present Another Confer- 
ence was held at Blake, Berkley county, where we a;gain held three ducoessfal 
meeting, our Church being nicely filled each time. Elders Jens C. Anderson, 

(Continued on page 274) 
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April 1, 1906. 
BB!T B. RICH, Bdito R. JAMBS H. WALLIS, A8800IAT* Bditor. 

** Bahold, they that have been sent to preach my Gospel among the con^re^- 
tion? of the wicked: wherefore I give to them a commandment thus: *THOU 
SHVLT NOT IDLE AWAY THY TIME.' "—(Doctrine and Covenants, section 60, 
Terse 13.) 



KDIXORIAL. 



WHICH IS THE SABBATH ? 

One of our Conference Presidents writes for information concerning which 
day of the week is the proper day of rest. It is evident from the New Testament 
that the first day of the week was set apart in the early Christian Church as a 
day of worship. On that day Christ arose from the dead. (Mark 16:1; Luke 
24:1.) We read in Acts 20:7, that "Upon the first day of the week, when the 
Disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them," etc. (See 
also I Cor. 16:2.) This day was known in the Primitive Church as the "Lord's 
day." (See Rev. 1:16.) That this day was observed by the Saints as a day of 
worship and for partaking of the Lord's Supper, is generally conceded by persons 
of different beliefs who have carefully investigated the subject. 

On the 7th day of August, 1831, the Saints were told, in a revelation given 
through the Prophet Joseph, Uiat "this is a day appointed unto you to rest from 
your labors, and to pay thy devotions unto the Most High." This revelation was 
given on a Sunday, as can be ascertained by reference to the calendar for the 
year 1831. This fact gives the greatest significance to the language of the reve- 
lation: "But remember that on this the Lord's day, thou shalt offer thine ob- 
lations and thy sacraments unto the Most High, confessing thy sins unto thy 
brethren, and before the Lord." This leaves no room for doubt as to which day 
has been set apart by the Most High, in this dispensation, as the day of rest 
and devotion. "This, the Lord's day," can mean no other day than that on 
which the revelation was given. And that was on the first day of the week. 

If we look to the New Testament for light on the Sabbath question, we find 
that the resurrection of our Lord took place on the fifst day of the week, as did 
also that Pentecostal outpouring of the Holy Spirit. From these facts the con- 
closion is inevitable that the first followers of the Nazarene should look upon 
that day with special reverence, and observe it with appropriate devotional ex- 
ercises. It is certain that very early, the Christians held regular meetings on 
that day. (Acts 20:7; I Cor. 16:2.) It is also certain that the day was called 
"the Lord's day." (Rev. 1:10.) What particular teachings were given by the 
Apostles at that time on the Sabbath question is not on record, but it would be 
inconsistent to assume that the Christians gathered for special edification and 
the partaking of the Sacramental emblems on that day without the sanction of 
their divinely inspired teachers. In fact, a new day for such exercises was ab- 
solutely needed. The old Sabbath observances had no bearing on the new. 
Christian life. The essentials of a Christian day of rest had no room in the 
Hebrew Sabbath observances. Both could be kept, but not on the same day. 
Their significance was so different, one being the sign of a covenant between 
God and one nation, the other being a commemoration of that victory by which 
salvation was made possible to all nations, to the living and to the dead. This 
seems to have been fully realized in the first Christian churches. For wherever 
Hebrew influence was paramount, both the Sabbath and the Lord's day were 
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kept holy. But this could, for obvious reasons, not be permanent. And when it 
was deemed necessary to choose between the two, the Lord's day was given the 
preference. Emperor Constantine endeavored by legal enactments to make that 
day a day of rest. Unnecessary labor was prohibited, as were also public per- 
formances in the theaters. There could be no stronger proof of the popularity 
the Christian Sabbath had attained to at that time. 

Concerning the ancient Hebrew Sabbath much has to be learned yet before 
the institution is dearly understood. It was different from the Egyptian day 
of rest, which seems to have occurred every tenth day, instead of every seventh. 
To do any unnecessary labor on that day was a capital offense. Whether it 
occurred on every seventh day of the week is an open question. The theory has 
been advanced in later years that it was a movable holiday, which fell in rota- 
tion on every day of the week, like our movable holidays, and much can be said 
in favor of this view. According to Leviticus 23, the fifteenth day of the 
first month of the year was always a "Sabbath. The entire week commencing on 
that day was a Sabbath week, with special convocations on the first day and the 
seventh. Then instructions were given to count seven complete Sabbaths from 
the first day after the Sabbath week, and to celebrate the fifteenth day as a spe- 
cial Sabbath. This gave the Hebrews at that time of the year two Sabbatiis in 
succession, and if this is correct, the Sabbath would in seven years fall in rota- 
tion on every day in the week. There was a similar arrangement in regard to 
the Sabbath year. Every seventh year was so designated. But every fiftieth 
year was a year of jubilee, and consequently, at that time, two Sabbath years, 
the forty-ninth and fiftieth, came together. If further investigation should 
prove this theory to be correct, the contention for Saturday as a permanent 
Sabbath, according to Hebrew pattern, would appear utterly void of sense. 

But we may let that pass. It is certain that the Apostle Paul distinctly 
teaches that the law relating to the Sabbaths, in the old sense of that institution, 
is not binding on the disciples. (Rom. 14:5.) "Christians" should accept His 
teachings, even if they reject the revelations given for the guidance of the people 
of €rod in this age. 



EVERY COLORADO MISSIONARY SUBSCRIBES FOR THE JOURNAL. 

Pres. J. A. McRae, of the Colorado Mission, writes to us from Denver, under 
date of March 12, as follows: "We have become converted that the best way to 
bring the GJospel before the people, aside from the living testimony, is to give 
them the living periodical, where every issue is fi-lled with an article that breathes 
the spirit of this great latter-day work. We believe that the time will come 
when the tracts that are distributed by the Elders will be living tracts and not 
those that have been written for the generation of yesterday. I do not mean by 
this to cast reflections upon the great men who have written for us in the past; 
but how often when the Elders go to the doors of the homes in the land, they 
are met with the words, *We have read that before.* When we get something 
that comes out regularly and is filled with the choice writings of the Elders of 
the Church, then the people will get something new every issue. This is just 
what we intend to do with your valuable little i>aper, the Eldebs' Journal, and 
with the Juvenile Instructor and other magarfnes published by the authority of 
the Church, and containing excellent articles by our great leader, Pres. Joseph F. 
Smith. The forty-two names I send you represent all the missionaries in thia 
Mission. 

"We have just closed one of the grandest series of meetings it has ever been 
my privilege to attend. All the missionaries of the Mission met, and the out- 
pouring of the Spirit was something that I have never witnessed in my life 
before, and I thought I had attended some excellent meetings. All went to their 
fields of labor filled with a determination to do more than they had ever done 
before. I wis^ you could have been with us. I know it would have been worta 
traveling from your Sunny Southern home to witness. 

"If there is anything else we can do to help your paper along, please let us 
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know, for we are for the building up of the Kingdom and have a noble band of 
helpers in this Mission, although our numbers are so few." 

The Missionaries of the Colorado Mission who were in attendance at the 
Conference referred to by President McRae in the above letter, are seen in 
the picture. Their names are as follows: 

First Row— James Jackson, Stephen L. Zundell, P. Pratt Matthews, W. 
LeRoy Sirrine, Jr., Forest A. FackreU, John M. B. Higbee, Stearns P. Bee. 
David Nelson, Geo. H. Butler (President East Nebraska Conference), Geo. J. 
Marsh, Jr., John W. Scowcroft, EMward L. Howard. 

Second Row— Thomas E. Dal ling, Edgar A. Child, John S. Sharp (Pres- 
ident West Nebraska Conference), Richard A. Brower, Arthur W. Fullmer, 
John E. Uogerson, William If. Telford, Myron W. Phillips (Ex-President North 
Colorado Conference), Arthur G. Taylor, Joseph W. Blake, James M. Packer. 

TiciRD Row — William E. Robinson, William N. Barker, Frederick A. Mc- 
Crary, W. LeRoy Nuttall, Julia S. Curtis. AVilliam H. Cook, Emma E. Wood- 
house, George E. Ferrin (President Denver Conference), Ida Alleman, Moroni 
A. Miner, Charles F. Perry, Geo. W. Clark. 

ForRTH Row — r^Roy Shelby, WMlliam C. Bradford (President West Col- 
orado Conference), James I*. Baxter (President North Carolina Conference), 
Eunice McRae. Rogina McRae Joseph A. McRae (President Colorado Mission), 
Cloe E. McRae. (Jeorge L. Johnson, George C Nielson. 

Fifth Row — Josiah E. Ashcroft (President Pueblo Conference), Marion 
S. McRae, Arthur Richardson^ 



MARCH REVIEW. 

(Continued from page 271) 



Roman R. Siepert, A. W. Archibald, W. A. Wells, Henry L Mills. J. E. Adams 
and A. M. Hammon were present on this occasion. On the Monday following 
each Conference, priesthood meetings were held, where the Spirit of God rested 
abundantly upon the Elders as they bore their testimonies and expressed their 
Jove for the outgoing and incoming Presidents. Elders J. C. Anderson and J. E. 
Adams report themselves as being successful in canvassing and visiting some of 
the ministers in Georgetown county. They say the ministers have been very kind 
and friendly in announcing appointments and helping them to secure a place in 
which to preach. Elder Joseph Neilson, who has been laboring with Elder Rich- 
ard Norwood, has been assigned to labor with Special Elder Robert G. Booth in 
Horrey county. Elder D. A. Gillies takes Elder R. Norwood, while Elder A. M. 
Hammon, wMio has labored with D.A. Gillies, goes to Blake and labors with Elder 
A. W. Archibald in Berkley county. Elder H. I. Mills, who has been laboring 
with Elder A. W. Archibald, goes to Sumpter to labor with Elder N. J. Wadley. 
Pres. John H. Gibbs, accompanied by Elder Emerson Bradley, goes to Columbia, 
S. C, while Pres. R. Ray Nixon goes to Charleston to hold a public meeting with 
Elders J. Finlinson, James L. Oman and Local Elder L. M. Ridgeway, leaving 
Charleston for Augusta, Ga., en route on his new labors. Pres. J. H. Gibbs re- 
iwrts the Conference in a healthy, thriving condition. 

ViRGJNL.\ — AVith the exception of Elder Hyrum J. Clark, our Elders are al! 
well and are enjoying their labors. Th.* weather is very disagreeable, making it 
impossible for the Elders to do as much work as they would like. With these 
exceptions all is well in Virginia. On February 23 Elders Mendenhall and Dahl- 
quist arrived in Richmond from Giles county. Th-^y report the people as being 
very friendly. Elder Winn arrived the same day, being troubled with a sore ankle, 
but he is back to work again, his ankle being much improved. On February 24 
Elder Mendenhall and Pr.-s. Weight went to Bandanna, Hanover county, and 
held a Branch Conference. Five well attended meetings were held. We believe 
much good will come as a result of the same. While away they preached the 
funeral sermon of Z. P. Stanley, the father of one of our Saints. On February 26 
Elders Owens and Stone left Bandanna, where they assisted at Conference, for 
General (Conference, going through Oilville. Elders Weight and Mendenhall re- 
turned to Richmond on February 28. On March 1 the Elders began coming m 
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for Oonference, and two days afterwards Elders Loraine Bagley and Sylvester 
Broadbent. arrived from Florida, and Edmun<i Z. Taylor from Bast Tennessee, 
from which places they have been transferred to labor in the Virginia Confer- 
ence. On March 4 General Oonference was held at Pickett's Hall. Meetings 
were held at 10 a. m., 3 p. m. and 8 p. m. At the priesthood meeting, in the 
morning, all the Elders, twenty-three in number, bore their testimony to the 
truthfulness of the Gospel, after which Sylvester Broadbent was sustained as 
President of the Virginia Cottference to succeed Pres. C. F. Weight, who was 
notified of his coming honoraible release. Pres. Rich gave many valuable in- 
structions to the Elders with regard to their work, reminding them of their duties 
as Elders of Israel. At 3 p. m. Pickett's Hall waa nearly filled with Saints and 
friends. Elders Cosby, Taylor, Strong, Broadbent and Pres. Weight spoke upon 
the first principles of the Gospel. Pres. Rich followed upon the principle of 
faith. At night Elderrs Owens, Clark, Pearce, Rands and Mendenhall spoke very 
briefly, Pres. Rich following on the subject, "Faith in Live Prophets Is Neces- 
sary to Salvation." On March 5 the Elders began to leave for their fields of 
labor, each feeling well paid for time spent in Conference. The following assign- 
ments were made : Elders Taylor and Owens will labor in Rockbridge county, 
visiting the Saints and friends who took caire of Elder Taylor's father during 
his illness and death there, while on a mission. E^Jders Cosby and Moore go 
to Southampton county, Mendenhall and Winn to Amelia county. Bishop and 
Story to Halifax, Larsen and Ricks to Fluvanna, Stone and Bowers to Lunen- 
burg, Reid and Whitney to Greenville, Peairce and Bagley to Charlotte, Broad- 
bent, Rands and Webb, the city of Richmond, while President W<fight and Elder 
Dahlqu»st will visit Saints aid friends of Appomattox. March 17 and 18 
President Weight, Elders Dahlquist, Bishop, Story, Pearce and Bagley held a 
branch conference at Nathalie, where a good time was had. This same day 
Elders Sylvester Broadbent and Eugene Hanshaw went to Pike and held three 
very successful meetings. The weather is getting better, our reports are im- 
proving and we hope they will continue to improve. Elder Ralph J. Strong 
left Richmond March 5 for his home, having been honorably released. His work 
has 'been good and the Conference will miss him, but we say, God bless Brother 
Strong. 



NOTES FROM THE FIELD. 



Elder Joseph Young writes from Beattyville, Lee County, Ky., on March 
10, 1906, as follows : **Elder Webster and I arrived in our field of labor from 
Oonference safe and sound, and went to Radical, in Lee County, first. It was 
Friday when we reached that place, so we visited the trustees to find out what 
show there would be to hold meeting in the schooWiouse. We succeeded in 
obtaining permission to preach twice on Sunday, once right after their Sunday 
school and once in the evening. When Sunday came we went down and lis- 
tened to their services. They had for their lesson the first srixtcen verses of the 
fifth chapter of Matthew. After class recitation they asked if one of us would 
give a lecture on the lesson, and I accepted the invitation and gave a fifteen- 
minute talk. Then they closed their service and the people wei-e turned over 
into our hands. After we had concluded our service we told the people we 
preached the Gospel without charge, but expected them to see to it that we 
had a place to stay over night and food to eat. After meeting nearly every one 
in tftie house asked us home with them. A few years ago when the Elders were 
in the same neighborhood they could not get a place to stay and the people 
were too bitter to listen to them, but truth is mighty and is overcoming the 
false and preconceived ideas rega-rding the Mormons and Mormonism. Preju- 
dice is gradually wearing away as truth advances, and wo believe that much good 
will be accomplished in the future." 



"On Februarj' 19 Elder F. P. Whitney and m>*self commenced to canvass 
Chesterfield county, Va.," writes Elder Joseph T. Moorc^, of the Virginia Con- 



Digitized by 



Google 



ELDERS' JOURNAL 277 

ference. **The second day we distributed fifty tracts, soid two books and secured 
on© subscriptkm for the Eldebs' Journal. The next day we called on a man and 
told bim our business. He told us tha<t he was also a minister of the Gospel, and 
that the best thin«: we could d<^ wiould be to leave the country or we would get 
hurt. We bore our testimony to him and left him feeling somewhat angry. But 
there was no harm done. The next Thursday we went to a small postoffice after 
our mail. It being Washington's birthday, we had to stay over until it came. 
The good people of this place wanted us to hold a meeting, wjiich we did. We 
had a nice crowd out to hear what we had to say. That night we were enter- 
tained bv a man named Allen. The noxt morning w^hen we were leaving, he came 
running out of the 'house after u« and said that he wanted to buy a Book of 
Mormon. He also said that he was a member of the Baptist Church, but there 
was 90 much contention in it that he thought there was som^^thing wrong, and 
that he was desirous of finding out what we were teaching. We also gave him a 
Voice of Warning." 



Elder J, A. lAfecham, writing from Magrath, Canada, saj*s : "I am enjoying 
pood health and also the Spirit of the Gospel. I have been teaching a class both 
in the Sunday school and Y. M. M. L A. during the winter, and it has helped 
to keep my mind bright on the Gospel. I still have that same feeling that I did 
while laboring in the *Sunny South,' and I often long for the Mission field again ; 
in fact, I am living in hopes of having the honor of filling another Mission before 
many years have passed away. The beloved little Journal and the kind letters 
which I receive from my ^Southern friends keep me continuously in the Mission 
field ; that is, they cause me to live again in those 'golden days* when I trami>ed 
the sandy roads or waded mud and water and thanked the I^rd that I was there. 
How proud I am when I can tell people that I filled a twenty-six months* honor- 
able Mission in the Southern States, during which time I did not sp^nd a 
despondent, lonesome or home-sick moment, and I always add that I would like 
another t\>-enty-six months just like it." 



Elders Boam. Watts and Hawks write from Louisville, Ky., concerning the 
resullts of their administration for the healing of the sick there. They say : "On 
the evening of March 1 we had a meeting appointed at the home of Sister Mamie 
Willoms. On arriving there w^e found her very sick, and she had not slept any 
for two nights. Tho meeting v.'as postponed in consequence, and herself and 
mother requested us to administer to her. The sacred ordinance was performed, 
and a change was apparent almost immediately. When we visited her on* the 
2d, she stated she had a good nighfs rest, and we found her enjoying her usual 
good health, the same as before the severe attack came upon her." 



Elder Charles L. French, of Rexburg, Idaho, says : *'I have not been able 
to do any actual individual canvassing for the Journal, but have urged our 
people in public and private to support it. No occasion to mention it ever 
escapes me, so that I am still mindful of its great \ise and benefit. I read from 
it in our fast meetings, quorum meetings and all other gatherings whenever privi- 
leged to do so, and urge the Saints to subscribe for it. I have just received the 
March Ist number, and *it*s a hummer.* Oh ! it does my soul good to read the 
dear little sheet. How proud and glad I am to be associated with such noble 
defenders of our faith I** 



Elders George A. Bigler and Wm. T. Litster, writing from Cleveland, Ohio, 
report several meetings held in the country, and say : "The Elders* Journal is 
a source of great comfort to the Saints and friends whom we have visited, as also 
are some of our Faith Promoting Series. We cannot say too much for them and 
our ^Silent Missionary,* which is a wonder in making friends and posting the 
Saints on Church history. Through it we get many opportunities to present the 
true principles of Monnonism. While at Oberlin we visited the College there 
and spent some time reading the old Solomon Spaulding manuscript. We found 
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it just as it has been proven to be so many times, not in the least similar to the 
Book of Mormon." 



Elder George A. Phippen, who helped bnild the Jacksonville Church, and who 
was recently released, writes from his home in Carey, Idaho, sending us ten sub- 
scribers, and says: '*This list represents my missionary labors for last Sunday. 
The people live so far apart here that I took advantage of Sunday, as they were 
all at CSiurch then. I haven't quite forgotten my labors in the South yet, and 
still enjoy the Journal. I will try and get some more subscribers. We have 
about two feet of snow here on the level, so you can imagine it is not very 
tropical." 



"There are no Saints in this part of the country," writes Sister L. C. Wri^t, 
of the Florida Conference, "and all the sermons I get are in the precious little 
Journal. When I read the March 15th number I saw a letter from the blessed 
Elder who first bore to me the Gospel Message, Bro. C. EL Ferrin. He baptized 
me and two of my children, and blessed two of my little ones. I could not help 
shedding tears when I read it, and him so far away. I bave not been able to 
meet many of the Elders, but those I have met I have loved like my own brothers, 
and do wish I was where I could meet them often." 



"If all the Saints only knew what a delightful little paper the Journal was 
they would not be without it for anything," writes Sister R. D. Belcher, of the 
South Carolina Conference. "I always let the neighbors read mine, and some 
of them are as anxious to read it as I am." Sister Belcher beai's a strong testi- 
mony to the truth of the Grospel, and relates how her baby was almost instantly 
healed by the power of God, through the administration of Elders Moon and 
Sims, and says she feels she cannot thank her Heavenly Fath -r enough for His 
blessings. 



Writing from Caryville, Fla., Mardh 24, Elders J. E. Gee and L. W. Willis 
.say: "While traveling in Jackson county, visiting Saints and friends, we were in- 
vited to attend a meeting in the Marble Chapel, known as the Free-Wiil Baptist 
Church, which we did. Through the instrumentality of the preacher, Mr. Bar- 
nette, we were permitted to hold a meeting in this Clwirch <ftiat afternoon. There 
was a very good turn out and all seemed to be well pleased. At the close of the 
meeting we "were congratulated by many for our dlose observance of the sacred 
record." 



Bro. Hodge, of Charleston, S. C, had a testimony in connection with hig 
contribution to the Jacksonville Church. "When he got his card," writes Pre«. 
Nixon, "he had no ready money, but he offered a prayer to the Lord that He 
would bless him and help him get some to send in the card. In the afternoon of 
the same day a neighbor came over and asked him to show to him a certain land 
boundary, and when the work was accomplished he paid Bro. Hodge, thus afford- 
ing him the means of contributing to the Church fund as he desired." 



Writing from Salina, Utah, Sister Alice E. Williams says: "I have a hus- 
band. Elder Orrin R. Williams, end a brother. Elder Alma Murphy, laboring in 
the Southern States Mission. My husband wrote home that he has met some of 
the best people he ever saw since he has been in the field, and that they are very 
kind to him. I know the Lord will bless them for their kindness to the Elders. 
I am going to get some subscribers to the Journal." 



We, indeed, sjTnpathize with Sister Susan E. Hill, of the Florida Conference, 
in the sore a£9iction of her son, and >call upon the Elders and Saints to join in 
asking the Lord to restore him to his perfect health and strength. 



"I consider the price for the Journal very small compared to the good it 
does," writes Sister Susan E. Hill, of th(? Florida Conference. 
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CONFERENCE >1ID1>RESSES. 

Alabama — ^J. A. Paton, 160 St. Francis street, Mobile, Alabama. 

East Tennessee — ^Hyrum C. Ford, P. O. Box 417, or 711 Fairview avenue, 
Gbattanoo]^, Tennessee. 

Florida — David A. Tid^veIl, 1707 Higrhway avenue, or P. O. Box 793, 
Jacksonville, Florida. 

Geobuia — W. H. Little, 1463 Estes street, Augusta, Georgia. 

Kentucky — Geo. R. Crockett, 661 Third street, or P. O. Box 554, Louib- 
ville, Kentucky. 

Mississippi— E. D. Buchanan, 3126 Seventh street, or P. O. Box 162, Me- 
ridian, Mississippi. 

Middle Tennessee — Wm. D. Bocker, 147 Fourth avenue. North, or P. O. 
Box 122, Nashville, Tennessee. 

North Carolina — Wm. A. Petty, Hampstead, Pender Co., North Carolina. 

Ohio — Calvin S. Jones, 154 East McMicken avenue, or P. O. Box 31, 
Station V, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

South Carolina — John H. Gibbs, 1100 Plain street, Charleston, South 
Carolina. 

Virginia — President Sylvester Broadbent, 404 North Twelfth street, or 
P. O. Box 427, Richmond, Va. 



ARRIVALS. 

The following Elders have arrived from Zion to labor in the Southern 
States Mission : 

March 18— Elder R. J. Hunsaker, of Brigham City, Utah. 

March 25— Elders Julius Jeppsen, of Mink Creek, Idaho; Gwynne Page, 
Riverton, Utah ; Gerald Wellington Bills, Riverton, Utah ; Bertie M. Ctump, 
Riverton, Utah; Joseph E. Facer, Samaria, Idaho. 



APPOINTMENTS. 

Elder Julian M. Cummings has been appointed to preside over the Ohio 
Conference. 

Elder R. J. Hunsaker has be^n appointed to labor in the Kentucky Con- 
ference. 

Eldeni G. W. Bills, Gwynne Page and Joe. E. Facer are appointed to 
labor in the North Carolina Conference. 

Elders Bertie M. Crump and Julius Joppeen are appointed to labor in the 
Mississippi Conference. 



TRANSFERS. 

Elder Chas. R. Drumiler and Sister O. M. Drumiler have been transferred 
from the Mission Office to the headquarters of the Florida Conference. (Thia 
should have appear^ in our last issue, but was overlooked.) 

Elder John G. Shields, Jr., of the Middle Tennessee Conference, has been 
transferred to the Mission Office. 

Elder Arnold R. Mecham has been transferred from the Ohio to the Ken- 
tucky Conference. 



RELEASES. 

Elder O. S. Jones is honorably released from presiding over the Ohio Con- 
ference to return home. 

Elder H. R. Harrison, of the Ohio Conference, is honorably released to 
return home. 

Elder H. J. Clark of the Virginia Conference is honorably released to return 
home on account of sickness. 

Elder Owen W. Guyman, of the Georgia Conference, is honorably released 
to return home on account of sickness. 
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THE BABY OVER THE WAY. 



Across in my neighbor's window, 

With its folds of satin and laoe, 
I see. with its crown of ringlets, 

A Daby*s innocent face. 
The throng in the street looks npward, 

And everjx)ne, grave or gay, 
Has a nod; and a smile for the baby, 

In the mansion over the way. 

Just here in my cottage window. 

His chin in his dimpled hands, 
And a patch on his faded apron. 

The child that I live for stands. 
He has kept my heart from breaking 

For many a weary day ; 
And his face is as pure and handsome 

As the baby's over the way. 

Sometimes, when we sit together. 

My grave little man of three 
Sore vexes me \\ith the question, 

"Does Grod up in Heaven like me?'* 
And I say, "Yes, yes, my darling," 

Though I almost answer "Nay," 
As I see the nursery candles 

In the mansion over the way. 



And oft when I draw the stocking 

From his little tired feet. 
And loos;^n the clumsy garments 

From his limbs so round and sweet, 
I grow too bitter for singing. 

My heart too heavy to pray. 
As I think of the dainty raiment 

Of the bai)y over the way. 

Oh, God in Heaven forgive me 

For all I have thought and said ! 
?»Iy envious heart is humbled; 

Aly neighbor's baby is dead! 
I saw the little white coffin 

As they carried it out today. 
And the heart of a mother is breaking 

In the mansion over the way. 

The light is fair in my window, 

Tlie flowers bloom af my door ; 
My boy is chasing the sunbeams 

That danoe on the cottage floor, 
Tlie roses of health are crowning 

My darling's forehead today; 
But the baby is gone from the window 

Of the mansion over the way! 

May Riley Smith. 



edited and fublisued by 

Elder Ben. E. Rich, of the Southern States Mission, 

ciiattanoooa, tenn. 
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There is much said alout God and the Godhead. The Scriptures say there 
are Gods many and Lords many, hut to us there is "but one living and true 
God, and the heaven of heavens could not contain Him, for He took the liberty 
to go into other heavens. The teachers of the day say that the Father is God, 
the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God, and they are all in one body and 
one Chd. Jesus prays that those that the Father had given Him out of the 
icorld, might be made one in us, as we are one; but if they were to be stuffed 
into one person, it would make a great big God. Peter and Stephen testify that 
they saw the Son of Man standinc on the right hand of God. Any person that 
has seen the heavens opened knows that there are three personages in the heavens 
who hold the keys of power, and one presides over all. If any man attempts to 
refute what I say, after 1 have made it plain, let him be accursed. As the 
Father hath power in Himself, so hath the Son power in Himself, to lay down 
His life and take it again. So He has a body of His own. The Son doeth what 
He hath seen the Father do; then the Father hath some day laid down His life 
and taken it again; so He has a body of His own; each one wiU be in His own 
body; and yet the sectarian world believe the body of the Son is stuffed into 
the Father*s.—JOBEfPH SMITH, the Pl^phet, Sunday, June 11, 1843. 



Vol. III. April 15, 1906. No. 16. 

THE WORID OF WISDOM. 

A SERMON DELIVERED BY PATRIARCH HYRUM SMITH, AT NAUVOO, ILL., MAY 29, 1842. 

Tliere are many of the <H>mmand8 of Ood that seem to be overlooked by 
this generation, and I am fearful that many of the Latter-day Saints, in this 
respect, are following their old traditions and former practices of spiritualizing 
the Word of God, and, through a vain philosophy, departing from the pure 
principles of eternal truth which (Jod has given by revelation for the salva- 
tion of the buman family. Every word of Ood is of importance, whether it be 
the word contained in the Bible, in the Book of Mormon, or in the book of 
Doctr'ne and Covenants, for "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by eveo' 
word that proceedeth from the mouth of Ood." The principles that are taught 
in the Bible are pure, and ought to be adhered to; and if the people adhere 
to that teaching, it will prove their salvation. The principles that are taught 
in the Book of Mormon are also pure, and holy, and righteous, and will, if 
followed, lead men to Ood; and the principles that are taught in the Booik of 
Doctrine and Covenants are from God — ^they are principles of righteousness — 
they are given for a blessing to the human family, and the salvation, temporal 
and spiritual, of His Saints, and that man who wantonly departs from any of 
the revelations of Jehovah, and treats lightly the word of God, whether con- 
tained in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, the Book of Mormon, or the 
Bible, is void of understanding; he is not wise concerning the doings of the 
Lord, the plan of salvation, the past dealings, present designs or future pur- 
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poses of the Almighty. The God of the armies of Israel is a wise God. He 
comprehended the end from the beginning, and adapted His plans, His designs 
and teachings to the peculiar wants, the local situation, the exigencies of man- 
kind, and the preseri't and future good of the humain family; and everjlhing 
that He has deigned to notice by way of instructionfi to the children of men is 
given by infinite wisdom, by the intelligence of Jehovah ; andi if obeyed, when 
IJis designs shall be fully unraveled, it will be seen that there was wisdom in 
it be\x>nd the comprehension of man. in his present state. 

AVhen God first made man upon the earth, he was a different being en- 
tirely to what he is now; his body was strong, athletic, robust and healthy; 
his days were prolonged upon the earth — -he lived nearly one thousand years — 
his mind was vigorous and active, and his intellectual faculties clear and compre- 
hensive ; but he has become degenerated, his life has dwindled to a span, dis- 
ease preys upon ms s>-stem, his body is enervated and enfeetbled, and his mental 
and intellectual faculties are impaired and weakened ; and man is not now 
that dignified, noble, majestic, honoralble and mighty being that he was when 
he first proceeded from the hands of his Maker. 

The Lord has, in His \%'ise designs, revealed unto us His will; He has mad? 
known unto us His future purposes ; He has told us, as He did His ancient 
prophets, that the "earth shall be redeemed — that the curs 3 shall be removed 
from it — that the wolf and the lion shall lie down together — that the lion shall 
eat straw like the ox — and that they shall not hurt nor destroy; that the 
knowledg.i of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea" — 
that man's days shall be as "the days of a tree," that he shall again live one 
thousand years on the earth. This is the "time of the restoration of all things," 
and this has got to be brought about by the wisdom and power of God, and 
the wisdom, ot)edience and faith of man combined. 

Everything has become degenerated from what it was in its primitive state. 
"God made mfen pure, but he has found out many inventions;" his vices have 
become innumerable, and his diseases multiplied ; - his taste has become vitiated, 
and his judgment impaired; he has fallen, fallen, FALLEN from that dignified 
state that he once occupied on the earth, and it nee<is a restorative that man has 
not in his possession — wisdom which is ibeyond the reach of human intellect — 
and power which human philosophy, talent and ingenuity can not control. God 
only is acquainted with the fountain of action and the main spring of human 
events ; He knows where disease is seated, and what is the cause of it ; Ht 
is also acquainted with the spring of health, the balm of Gilead, of life ; He 
knows what course to pursue to restore mankind to their pristine excellence 
and primitive health ; and He has appointed the word of wisdom as one of the 
engines to bring about this thing, to remove the beastly appetites, the murderous 
disposition and the vitiated taste of man ; to restore his body to health and 
vigor, promote peace between him and the brute creation ; and, as one of the 
little wheels in God's designs, to help to regulate the g^eat machinery which 
shall eventually revolutionize the earth and bring about a restoration of all things ; 
and when they are restored He will plant "the tree of life, whose leaves shall be 
for the healing of the nations.". The Lord has told us what is good for us to 
eat and drink, and what is i>ernicious, and some of our wise philosophers, and 
some of our Elders, too, pay no regard to it ; they think it too little, too foolish 
for wise men to rcg&rdi. Fools! Where is their wisdom, philosophy and intelli- 
gence? From whence did they obtain their superior light? Their capacity and 
power of reasoning was given them by the Great Jehovah; if they have any 
wisdom they obtained it from Him. And they have grown so much wiser than 
God that they are. going to instruct Him in the path of duty, and to tell Him 
what is wise and what is foolish? They think it too small for Him to conde- 
scend to tell men what will be nutritious, or wh«t will be unhealthy. Wbo made 
the corn, the wheat, the rye, and all the vegetable substances? And who was it 
that organized man and constituted him as he is found? 

Who made his stomach, and his digestive organs, and prepared proper nutri- 
ment for his system, that the juices of his body might be supplied, and his form 
be invigorated by that kind of food which the laws of nature and the laws 
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of God have said would be good for man? And has God made fais food, and 
provided it for the use of man, and shall He be ashamed to speak of the work of 
His hands? Has He become so fantastical, so foolish, so weak and effeminate, 
that it has become impolitic for Him to tell what is the best distribution to make 
of the work of His hands? Oh, shaime! let it not be heard among the Saints. 
Let that man who inculcates such principles hide hie face. We ate told by 
some that circumstances aiter the irevelations of God. Tell me wha/t circum- 
stances ^-ould alter the ten oommandiments ; they were given by revelation — given 
as a law to the children of Israel. Who has a right to a^lteir that law? Some 
think that they are too small for us to notice; they are not too smaU for God 
to notice ; and have we got so high, so bloated out, that we can not oondiescend to 
notice things that God has ordained for our benefit? Or have we got so weak 
that we aire not fit to be called Saints? For the Word of Wisdom is adapted 
to the capacity of all that "are or can be caJled Sainta" 

Listen not to the teachings of any mani, or any Elder who says the Word 
of Wisdom is of no moment; for such a man will eventually be overthrown. 
These are principles that I have always acted upon, that I have always prac- 
ticed, and they are what my family practices; they are what brother Hyrum 
has always contended for, and what I now contend for; and I know that nothing 
but an unwavering, undeviating course can save a man in the kingdom of God. 
The Lord has told us that ^strong drinks are not good;' who is it that will say 
they are, when the Lord says they are not? 

That mam who says, "I can drink wine or strong drink, and it not hurt me," is 
not wise. But some will say, "I know tlmt it did me good, for I was fatigued 
and feeble on a certain occasion, and it revived me, and I was invigorated 
thereby, and that is sufficient proof for me." It may be for you, but it would 
not be for a wise man ; for every spirit of this kind will only produce a greater 
languor when its effects ceaso to operate upon the human body. But you know 
that you are benefitted; yes, so does the man who has mortgaged his property 
know that he is relieved from his present embairrassment ; but his temporary 
relief only binds the cords of bondage more severely around him. The Lord 
has not ordained strong drink for the belly, "but for the washing of your bodies." 
And again, "tobacco is not for the body, neither for the belly; and is not good 
for man, but as an herb for bruises and all sick cattle, to be used with jud^ni^ent 
and skill." Tobacco is a nauseous, stinking, abominable thing, and I am sur- 
prised that any human being should think of using it; for an Elder especially 
to eat or smoke it, is a disgrace to him; he is not fit for the office; he ought 
first to learn to keep the Word of Wisdom and then to teach others. God will 
not prosper the man who uses it. And again, *%ot drinks are not for the body 
or belly :" there are many who wonder what this can mean, whether it refers to 
tea or coffee, or not. I say it DOES refer to tea and coffee. 

Why is it that we are frequently so dnll and languid? It is because we break 
the Word of Wisdom, disease preys upon our systems, our understandings are 
darkened and we do not comprehend the things of God ; the devil takes advantage 
of us. and we fall into temptation. Not only are they injurious in their tendency ; 
and baneful in their effects ; but the importation of foreign products might be the 
means of thousands of our people beini; poisoned at a future time, through the 
advantage that an enemy might take of us, if we madie use of these things 
that are spoken of as being evil ; and be it remembered that this instruction is 
given "in consequence of evils that do and will exist in the hearts of conspiring 
men." 

"And again, verily I say unto you, all wholesome heibs God hath ordained 
for the constitution, nature, and use of man; every hert) in the season thereof, 
and every fruit in the season thereof. All these to be used with prudence and 
thanksgiving. Yea, flesh also of beasts, and of the fowls of the air, I the Lord 
have ordained for the use of man with thanksgiving; nevertheless, they are to 
be used sparingly; and it is pleasing unto me that they should not be used, 
only in times of winter, or of cold, or famine. All grain is ordained for the use 
of man and of beasts; to be the staff of life, not only for man, but for the 
l)easts of the field, and the fowls of heaven, and all wild animals that run or 
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creep on the earth; and these hath God made for the use of man only in times 
of famine, and excess of hunger.'* 

Let men attend to these instroctions, let them use the things ordained of 
God, let them be sparing of the life of animals. **It is pleasing, saith the 
Lord, that flesh shall be used only in times of winter or of famine." And 
why to be used in famine? Because all domesticated animals would naturally 
die, and may as well be made use of by man as not. "All grain is good for 
the food of man, as al«> the fruit of the Tine— that which yieldeth fruit, whether 
in the ground or above the ground. Nevertheless, wheat for man, and corn for 
the ox, and oats for the horse, and rye for the fowls and for swine, and for all 
beasts of the field, and barley for all useful animals, and for mild drinks, as 
also other grain. And all Saints who remember to keep and do these sayings, 
walking in <4)edience to the commandments, shall receive health in their navel and 
marrow in their bones, and shall find wisdom and great treasures of knowledge, 
even hidden treasures; and shall run and not be weary, and shall walk and not 
faint. And I the Lord give unto them a promise that the destroying angel shall 
pass by them, as the children of Israel, and not slay them. Amen." 

Let these things be adhered to— let the Saints be wise — let us lay aside our 
folly and abide by the commandments of God, so shall we be blessed of the 
great Jehovah in time and in eternity; we shall be healthy, strong and vigor- 
ous; we shall be enabled to resist disease, and wisdom will crown our councils, 
and our bodies will become strong and powerful; our progeny will become 
mighty, and will rise up and call us blessed; the daughters of Zion will be 
beautiful, and her sons the joy of tbe whole eaxth; we shall prepare ourselves 
for the purposes of Jehovah — for the kingdom of God — for the appearance of 
Jesus in His glory, "out of Zion, the perfection of beauty ; God will shine — ^Zion 
will be exalted, and become the praise of the whole earth." 

The late President Woodruff, who reported this sermon by the Patriarch, 
says : **Hius spake the man of God, fired with heavenly, holy zeal for the welfare 
of the Saints of the Most High who were assembled around him, in breathless 
silence listening to. the gracious words that fell from his lips, whidi we feel our- 
selves utterly incapaMe of doing justice to in this brief sketch, and can only 
say that with boldness and firmness he expatiated freely and fully upon those 
principles, opposing vice and error in its various forms. We are persuaded that 
his instructions will be indelibly engraven on the memories of thousands who 
listened to his discourse. Firm and unwavering in his principles, he has ever 
been the advocate of sterling integrity, righteousness and truth ; and when we 
saw him exerting all his energies to impress upon the minds of the audience the 
importance of the thing that he advocated, it reminded us of the sayings of one 
of the ancient servants of God — *I will declare thy righteousness in the great 
congregation.* " 



ELECTION, FOREKNaWLEDGE AND PREDESTINATION. 

BY APOSTLE CHA8. W. PENROSE. 

The subjects of election, predestination and foreordination seem to perplex 
many inquiring minds. There are passages of ancient Scripture wbicb appear to 
favor the extraordinary doctrine that the Almighty, before the foundation of the 
world, chose a certain few out of the multitude of His children to be His elect, 
who alone are to be redeemed. And these, it is claimed, are to be saved through 
the blood bf Christ, irrespective of anything they may do or leave undone, while 
the rest — the vast majority, denominated "the rubbish of nature," notwitbstandiu,; 
their good works, are to be eternally lost— doomed to unquenchable and everlasting 
fire. 

No heresy among the many emMrs into which the religious world has fallen 
illustrates more strikingly than this the danger of depending upon the "dead 
letter" for knowledge of divine things. It is the spirit that giveth light as well 
as life ; and the question of the Scripture-reading Oriental : "How can I, ex- 
cept some man should guide me?" in response to Philip's query: "Understandest 
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thou what thou readest?" shows plainly the need ol the "living oracles" to ex- 
pound the writing of depaited prophets to the understanding of the inexperienxied. 

If it oou'id be shown that truch a doctrine is taught in the Scriptures, it 
would simply prove that the Bible writers contradict each other and themselves. 
For the whole teaching of that saored Book is predicated on the power of man 
to do good or evil as he may elect, and his responsibility before a iust God for 
the exercise of that power. On this is based the theory of rewards and punish- 
icents. Without it there can be no sin and no righteousness. fVeedom of action 
is essential to either disobedience, which is sin, or obedience, which is righteous- 
ness. If the creature was not free to obey or disobey, any and every law given 
him by the Creator would be simply mockery and nonsense. The necessity for 
a Redeemer is the existetnce of sin. Sin is -the tra n egreesion of divine law. The 
promulgation ot God^s commandments and the disobedience of man thereto dem- 
onstrate the agency of the creature. 

The story of "the fall,'' as related in the second and third chapters of the 
book of Grenesis, clearly illustrates the principle of man's freedom to do right 
or wrong, and the justice of punishment as the consequence of disobedience to 
divine law. Adam was as free to partake of the tree of life as of the tree of 
death, and vice versa. Tlie command was: *1But of tbe tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil thou shalt not eat of it, for in the day thou eatest Uiereof 
thou shalt surely die." God did not prevent Adam from eating of it, neither did 
Satan compel him to partake. It was man's own act, by virtue of his own 
agency, that justified the infliction of the penalty. And this was an ensample 
of God's dealings with the whole human race. "See," says the diviiM Lawgiver. 
"I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil." And there is 
a day appointed when all men shall be judged for the deeds done in the body, 
whether they be good or evil, and every man shall receive "according to his 
works." Christ's atonement redeemed mankind from permanent inherited effects 
of Adam's transgression, and lopened the way of complete redemption from per- 
sonal as well as original sin. And mankind aie free to receive or reject the condi- 
tions on which that redemption may be secured. 

But, it is argued, the Almighty knew beforehand tiiat Adam would sin, and 
it is asked, how could the man be free to refrain from the act foibidden when 
God foreknew he would perform it, and so prepared a means of redemption? 
The explanation is simple. The foreknowledge of God does not in any way 
infringe upon the agency of man. Tlie creature is just as free to make his 
choice and do good or evil, whether the Creator knew or did not know beforehand 
what the selection would be. Parents often tell children not to do things that 
are wrong, having a certain prescience that the wilful little ones will, neverthe- 
less, be sure to disobey. But that foreknowledge does not compel or hinder the 
wrongful acts nor do away with the necessity of forbidding the evil. We may 
be positive that persons of our acquaintance will take a given oourse, but that 
assurance does not affect their freedom of action. And our Father in Heaven 
may know the end from the beginning, and may shape His plans with reference 
to the acts of men and nations, foreseen before committed, and thus the results 
of their doings may be in His control and all be made to subserve His designs 
and purposes, while the individuals themselves are left free to do good or evil, 
according to their own desires. 

Temptation is not compulsion. Divine Impulse is not force. Tbe Spirit of 
€k>d will enlighten, suggest, assist and gs^idj^ into all truth; and the Spirit of 
that wicked one will prompt evil, deceive the sinner, and lead down to darkness 
and death. But neither is permitted to take away the agency of man, for that 
would render him an irresponsible being and fit neither, for reward nor pun- 
ishment, exaltation nor disgrace. _^^ 

Predestination and foreknowledge. are differe^t from each other. God may 
know beforehand what a man will do, without predetermining that he shall do 
it. It cannot be shown from reason or Scriptur^ that the Almighty prearranged 
afiEairs so that all persons should be compelled to do or refrain from doing 
anything affecting their salvation or condemna'^^ou. Men have been, raised pp 
at different periods for the purpose of performing works' needful at those times 
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to accaDipli8h the designs of the Ahniglity, and they were chosen for those 
missions because of the divine foreknowledge. They were predestined for the 
place and time in which they lived and acted. Many were foreordained to their 
work. Jeremiah was iiiformed by the Lord that he was known before his birth 
and foreordained to be a prophet. This, however, did not affect, in any way, 
his freedom of action to do right or wrong or take a course to secure or forfeit 
his salvation. All the great figures of historv, ancient and modern, sacred and 
profane, were predestinated and foreordained, according to the foreknowledge 
of Ood, to be bom when and where they appeared in the world and under the 
circumstances that surrounded them, that they might be in positions to accom- 
plish what the Creator foreknew they would be able to do in the necessity and 
emei\gencies that would arise. Yet they were free to act, and while accomplish- 
ing the woric for which they were designed they could, of their own volition, 
take or depart from the course that would lead to their individual salvation. 

Qftus, the Persian, was raised up by the Almighty, as predicted by Isaiah, 
before that King was born (44:28; 45:1-4) to subdue nations, to favor Israel, 
to restore Jerusalem, the GLord foreknowing that he would be able and willing 
to do these things, but this did not take away his agency nor secure or prevent 
his saJvatioiiv Saul of Tatsus was choeen of the Lord to be one of those 
who "First trusted in Christ and be an apostle to the Oentiles" ; but he declared : 
"I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection, lest that by any means, 
when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway." (1 Cor. 9:27). 
Pharaoh was raised up to perform a necessary work in his age and nation, and 
when God "hardened his heart" it was to show forth His power in the land of 
Egypt, punish the nation and court that had kept His people in bondage, and 
proved to Israel their need of reliance upon Him. And thesn Pharaoh was glad 
to let Israel go. Tliese incidents were not designed for the Eternal condemnation 
or otherwise of the stubborn King of Egypt. His oppression of Israel preceded 
these events, and the hardening of his heart w<ls a just retribution for the 
injustice he and his people had wrought, the results being disastrous to him and 
them and beneficial to those whom he had wronged. Judas was chosen among 
the twelve who followed Jesus that he might have the opportunity of developing 
that which was within hirm and of betraying his Master. But he was not 
comi>elIed to do that evil act any more than another greedy and mercenary 
traitor of ancient or modern times. "Let no man say when he is tempted, I am 
tempted of God; for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth He anv 
man; but every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his lusts, and 
enticed." (James 1:13-14). 

The case of Esau and Jacob is often cited to prove that one was fore- 
ordained to perdition and the other predestinated to salvation. Paul is sup- 
posed to be the great enunciator of this peculiar doctrine. He says, in reference 
to the sons of Isaac: "For the children being not yet bom, neither having done 
any good or evil, that the purposes of God according to election might stand, not 
of woriks, but of Him that calleth." But what was *'The purpose of God 
according to election?" That Jacob should be saved and Esau damned? Not 
at all. The promise to Rebecca and the purposes of God were simply, **The 
elder shall serve the younger." (Romans 9:11-12.) But, it will be urged, does 
it not say, "As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Eosm have I hated?" 
Yes. But whe(re is it written? In first Malachi, 2-3. Tlie Lord declared tli's, 
not before the children were bom, but hundreds of years after they were dead. 
God foreknew what l&uiu would do, so He elected Jacob as the son of Isaac 
through whom the promised seed should come, and should be greater than his 
brother. And His feelings toward either were not expressed until their lives 
had proclaimed their different qualities and claims to love or hatred. 

No man was ever foreordained to be saved or foredoomed to be damned, 
irrespective of his own acts springing from his own volition. But God has 
predetermined that all men shall be brought to account for their doings in 
mortality, because He has given them freedom of action and placed before them 
the good and evil, and has foreordained the means by which redemption may 
come to all mankind, and glory and honor to those who strive for exaltation. 
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He who is condemned will suffer the consequences of his own acts, and he who 
fails to gain a crown in the Heavenly Kingdom will lose that which he might 
have obtained if he bad complied with the fixed conditions prepared from the 
foundation of the world. 

The advocates of the fate theory and of the non-necessity of works to 
salvation, have to rely upon misunderstood passages in the writings of Paul. 
The other Apostles lay special stress upon the doctrine of salivation by good 
works as well as faith in Christ Jesus. Peter, who held the keys of the 
Apostleship, warned the Saints against a misapprehension of Paul's writings 
on this subject. He saj-s: **As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of 
these things ; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that 
are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, unto 
their own destruction." (II Peter 3-16.) But it wili be seen, wiien Paul's 
epistles are read carefully, that he both understood and taught the necessity 
of good works, and that the works which he declared to be non-essential to 
salvation weo-e the deeds of the Mosaic Law. That he did not belicre, as some 
suppose, that men are pr.^iestined to salvation irrespective of their own actions, 
is clear from Romans 2 :6-ll : "Who will render to every man according to his 
deeds; to them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glorv and 
honor and immortality, eternal life. But unto them that are contentious, and 
do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, tribu- 
lation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, 
and also of the Gentile ; but glory, honor, and peace, to every man that worketh 
good, to the Jew first, and also lo the Gentile ; for tiiere is no respect of persons 
with God." Nothing can be plainer than this. It brings Paul into harmony 
with the other Apostles and all the inspired writers on the question of individual 
resiKMisibility and salvation through, good works founded on faith, and pix>ve8 
that those who imagine that Paul was a believer in the kind of election and 
predestination taught by Calvin and mfuiy modem divines have greatly mis- 
understood the position and the arguments of the great Apostle to the Gentiles. 

If God has chosen from the foundation of the world a certain few to be 
saved, and condemn the rest to be damned, of course it does not matter what 
is done by either class so far as their eternal future is concerned. If the 
elect do ever so much evil, they must be saved through Christ ; and the non- 
elect perform ever so much good, they will be lost and go to the I>evil. There- 
fore preaching is vain, repentance is useless, there is nothing to strive for, all 
the exhortations to sinners and the labors of the Savior to destroy the works of 
Satan are useless, and if the Devil "goeth about like a roaring lion, seeking 
whom he may devour," he exhibits great folly, for he might as well wait till 
he gets them, seeing they are sure to fall to his lot, and the Apostle who 
warned them was as foolish as he, for what avail is the warning if their fate 
is foreordained? "Turn ye, tjgm ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, 
O house of Israel ?" "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden" ; 
"Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out".; "Who will have all men 
to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth"; "Not willing that 
€uiy should perish, but that all should come to repentance" ; these and a thou^ 
sand other texts are but a delusion and a snare if mankind are not free to 
serve God and gain salvation, or serv^e the devil and receive condemnation. 

If those who entertain such a notion would look into their own nature 
and their daily doings, they would find therein its complete refutation. They 
would see that they have iK)wer in themselves to do good or to do evil, and that 
they cao cultivate their own inclinations, subdue or give way to their {Missions, 
submit to law, human and divine, or despise restraint and be governed by 
nothing except their own will and desire. With the same tongue they can 
praise God or blaspheme His name; with the same hand they can smite or 
caress; and with the same faculties they can commit sin or obey the behests 
of Deity. Fatalism is a foe to virtue and a friend to vice. If carried to its 
logical sequence, it would paralyze human effort and fill the world with confusion. 
It will not do for this world, and there is no use for it in the world to come. 

But the doctrines of foreknowledge, of election, of predestination, of fore- 
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ordination are true. God "hath m&d^ of one blood aJl nations of men for to 
drwell on <the face of ell the earth, and haith determined th« times before ap- 
pointed, and the bounds of their habitations." (Acts 17:26). According to His 
foreknowledge and divine purposes He predetermined where all the sons of 
men Grhall dwell and where they should be brought forth. Some are designed to 
rule and some to serve. Some to work in one direction, others in another. The 
seed of Abraham for a peculiar mission; other races for different missions. 
Special individuals for special positions. But did He predetermine that some 
should be compelled to come to Him and be saved, and that others should be 
shut out from Him and be damned, irrespective of their own voluntary doings? 
No. The next verse (27th) says, **That they should seek the Lord, if haply 
they might feel after Him and find Him, though He be not far from every 
one of us; for in Him we live and move, and have our being." 

The true doctrine of predestination can not be fully mklerstood apart from 
the doctrine of pre-existMM?e. To enter into the latter is not the purpose of this 
article. Suffice it to say that God, in the beginning, looked around upon the 
myriad of spirits which He had created and among them were great and bright 
intelligeoMses. As **One star differeth from another star in gk>ry," so did these in 
that grand intelligence which is the glory of God. '"Hiese," said the Father, 
"will I make my rulers." And He foreordained them to the various places 
they should fill on earth €Uid the times in whidi they should live. Some, whose 
future He foreknew, whose acts of righteousness He foresaw. He predestinated 
**to be conformed," through their faith and righteousness, "to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the first born among many brethren." As Jesus was 
selected as a lamb without blemish and without spot to be the sinless sacrifice, 
through foreknowledge of His perfect obedience, so others were chosen for their 
respective missions and times and callings, and they have appeared on the 
stage of this lower workl, performed thedr parts aoid passed to higher spheres 
to await the great day when all things shall be revealed, and every man shall 
be judged and rewarded according to hie works: Other of these noble spirits 
are now on the earth working for the Master in the great "Dispensation of the 
fullness of times." The world knows them not, and even many of their brethren 
sometimes scarcely appreciate them. Yet they ' are bright and shining lights 
amid the darkness of this lower world. And tiiey are a ijower for good. The 
Mighty one is with them and the spirit of their calling from the foundation of 
the world is upon them, burning like a fire in their bones. They are bulwarks 
against evil. They turn many to righteousness. T^ey are a strength to the 
righteous. They are a terror to evildoers. They are warred against by Satan. 
They are not of this world and therefore the world hates them. They are God's 
elect. But He who has "predestinated" them and "called" them, shall also 
"justify" them, being sanctified through the righteousness which is of faith, and 
shall also "glorify" them when they have finished their work and have earned 
their crown as kings and priests unto God and the Lamb forever. 

Let no one be deceived. He that doeth righteousness is righteous. He that 
sinneth must meet the consequences of his acts. By obedience to the Gospel, 
remission of past sins can be certainly secured. Then he who takes upon him 
the name of Christ must pattern after Clirist in spirit and word and act. Hie 
Holy Ghost will guide into truth, but the individual must practice that truth 
of his own volition. Herein is the reward. Celestial glory can only be had by 
obedience to Celestial law. The wages of sin is death. And the judgment will 
determine the eternal position of both Saint and sinner. Therefore, Oh, man! 
do that which is right, avoid that which is wrong. Think not that any one's 
righteousness will be imputed to him that has none of his own, but be assured 
that in the great day of the Lord all shall appear as they are, and none will be 
found worthy to enter into the Eternal Presence to enjoy the society of the 
blest, unless they have complied with the conditions and are sanctified through 
obedience and personal righteousness by the blood of the Redeemer! 
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BY THB BABY'S BED. 

[The following verses were selected and sent by a friend several years ago 
to the Millennial Star, who in submitting them made the remark that they 
conveyed the idea of pre-existenoe of spirits, a doctrine fully believed in by the 
Latter-iiay Saints, but not in the world generally. The poem is another evidence 
that poets have a better conception of true theology than that entertained by 
orthodox theologians. Poets in the world often sing about the joyful meeting 
and uniting of families €md of husbands and wives, in the glorious hereafter, 
and also of the hope for salvation beyond the grave; but theologians of the day, 
blinded by superstition, can see no such beauties in the Creator's plan. Many 
of them still hold tenaciously to the monstrous idea that there is no sex in 
heaven; that there are no family ties there, and that those who do not accept 
their dogmas, even innocent children, are not permitted to dwell among the 
sanctified.] 



What does the baby think of 

When he smiles so in his sleep? 
Of the land he has lately come from, 

Where the dwellers never weep? 
Of the songs that are always ringing 

In the land where the angels are — 
The land that to him in manhood. 

May eeem so vague and far? 

I fancy an angel whispers 

In the little dreamer's ear. 
Some message of tender meaning 

That we can never hear — 
Something about the country 

We strayed from long ago, 
Where there's never a hint of sorrow, 

And never grief to know. 

Dream on while you may, my baby — 
While your .soul is free from stain 

As the lilies are, when immmer 
Has washed them with its rain. 



Only one year from heaven! 

God keep your soul so white 
That you always can talk with angels. 

As I think you do tonight 

I fear for the future, baby. 

And what it mav bring to you; 
So easy it is to falter, 

So hard it is to be true. 
I pray, as I bend above you. 

That you may never forget 
The pure, white thoughts of heaven 

Tliat linger with you yet. 

Dear Angel, whose loving whisper 

He hears in dreams tonight. 
Watch over this child, and help him 

To keep his pure soul white. 
Walk ever beside his pathway. 

Until God calls him home, 
And lead him back to heaven 

From which he has lately come. 




Headquarters of the Colorado Mitt Ion, Denver. Col. 
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SHOES IN THE BOTTLE. 

"Could it be possible? Could there be a pair of shoes in this bottle?" 
Thus soliloquized little Timothy, sitting in a corner of the room, by the side of 
a large straw-wrapped bottle. He had been attentively gazing at it from all 
sides, as if to peer through the straw covering and to discover the bottles in k. 
But as this mode of Inspection did not furnish satisfactory results by any 
means, he resolved to get at the bottom of the secret in some other way. With 
due caution, and not without trepidation of heart which affects even adults 
when about to eearch into some dark mystery, he puUed the stopper and ap- 
plied now this, then the other eye to the yawning aperture of the enigmatic 
glass vessel. "How blade it is in there," he said, after he had peeped in there 
a dozen times without discerning anything but an obscure suggestion of unsatis- 
factory vacuity; "I have a great mind to smash the big old bottle so as to find 
out for sure whether those shoes are in there." But again the lad dropped off 
in a meditative strain, in, that pensive precocity to which the children of the 
poor are given by nature and circumstances. Indeed he badly needed the shoes 
which mother had told him were in father's big bottle ("demijohn"). Mother 
had promised him she would wash and patch the scanty clothes for the im- 
I)ending children's festival; but how was he to get shoes? He dared not attend 
that juvenile jollification barefooted, that he knew. Were the shoes really in 
the big, black old bottle, as motheir had told him? Suppose he did smash it and 
make sure; would father get veay angry? Sure enough he would. Would he beat 
his little Timothy? Quite likely. But how W2is he to ascertain whether the sho^ 
really were in the bottle or not? At last he formed a heroic resolution. He 
first stamped his feet energetically, then he took up a stone from the unbearded 
floor of the humble habitation and threw it violently at the bottle, which 
crashed into pieces. Quickly he ran to the ruins and looked anxiously. There 
were no shoes there ! Solicitously he searched among the shreds to see if there 
was not some money, gold or silver, or even a few copper pennies. Nothing, 
nothing except the ill-smelling remainder or dregs of some dark colored liquid. 
Little Timothy sat down and began to weep bitterly. He was sobbing so 
loudly that he did not hear the heavy steps that were coming nearer and 
nearer, until a voice, but too well known, asked him brusquely : "Hello ! What 
does this mean?" It was his father who was, as usual, just returning now. 
about daybreak, from the saloon. "Who broke my bottle?" "I did, father," 
the child answered, with a voice trembling with apprehension of impending 
castigation. "And why?" Timothy timorously looked up to his father. But he 
recovered his breath somewhat — the voice did not sound quite so terrific. "Oh, 
I was only just trying to see if there wasn't a pair of shoes in the bottle," stam- 
mered the little one. "I need them so badly! All the other boys of th(3 town can 
go to the children's jubilee." "How on earth did you come to look for a pair of 
shoes in an old bottle?" "Mamma said so. When I asked her today for new 
shoes, she told me they were in your bottle, like so many other pretty and 
good things, like clothes, bread, meat, milk, eggs, and such. Then I thought if 
I'd go to work amd 'break the old bottle, I'd see* ail those nice things, and so I 
threw a stone at it. But alas ! there wasn't a thing in it, nothing at all. And yet 
good mamma has never yet told me an untruth. I always believed everything she 
told me." And the poor lad recommenced solbbing and weeping — not because he 
had broken father's bottle, not because he had found no new shoes in it to go to the 
children's festival in, not because he was afraid of a "licking," but because his 
mother had told him what seemed to his unsophisticated innocence an untruta. 
The father sat down on an old box and did not stir, nor said he a word. At last 
Tim looked to him and said, "Father, I am so sorry I have broken your bottle; 
I won't do it any more." "No, my lad, I believe it will never happen again.' 
answered the fatiier, kindly and caressingly laying his hand on his boy's curly 
head, which beamed with intelligence, though pinched by privation.. Then he 
went out. Tim was strangely iierplexed that father had not whipped, yea, not 
even scolded him. Two days later, on the eve of the children's festival, the 
father brought home a parcel which he told Tim to open. "New shoes! New 
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shoes!" the lad exclaimed in exultant joy. **Oh. father, you bought another 
bottle and found those shoes in it !" "No, my child, in our house there sbaJl be 
no more such bottles. Your mother told you no untruth. It was that big black 
old bottle that swallowed up your shoes and a good many other things that you 
and your mother and all of us need the worst kind. It wasn't easy to get every- 
thing out of the one and same bottle. Depend upon it, from now on that bottle 
shall not swallow any more shoes." 



USES OF OLIVE OIL. 



Olive oil is a wonderful thing for thoee who are looking for health. Have 
you ever thought of the many uses it has? No home should be without it. Nearly 
everybody can be benefitted by taking two or three table-spoonfuls a day. 

An acquaintance of mine was cured of rheumatism by giving up meat, taking 
three table-spoonfuls of olive oil a day, rubbing the body thoroughly with it after 
each daily bath, and taking two vapor baths a week. lan't that a simple way 
to overcome rheumatism? 

Many other ailments are cured the same way. We don't need any drugs in 
our stomachs; we shall never need surgery if we live right (unless we meet with 
an accident) ; we shall not have to pay big fees to doctors if we follow nature's 
laws. 

If you have earache, drop a few drops of warm olive oil in the ear (better 
use a dropx)er) ; if you are troubled with catarrh and your nose gets sore, drop 
some warm olive oil in your nostrils. Hold your head back for quite a little while. 

If your skin is not as soft and lovely as you would have it, rub a little olive 
oil into it after each bath. Rub the oil well in so none of it will come ot£ on 
your clothes. 

If an enema is required, put a tablespoonful of olive oil into a quart of 
slightly warmed water. That will be soothing. 

I have bound up cuts and burns with olive oil and the result has been most 
beneficial. 

If possible, have a vegetable salad every day of your life. For one meal, 
just eat the salad with whole wheat bread and butter, and if you must end up 
with something sweet, eat an apple, or a few dates, or a fig or two. 

There are eo many things one can use in the vegetable salad. Lettuce, toma- 
toes, oniontf, cucum-bers, celery, radishes, cabbage, cooked asparagus^ cooked string 
beans, wax beans, cooked peas, beets, carrots, nuts, apples, etc. Select what you 
like from the list for your salad. 

We must keep our bodies lubricated inside and out, so that we may not 
stiffen up as we grow older. Many people today say that their elasticity and 
young appearance is due to the use of olive oil. 

Some people do not care to take it the first thing in the morning. It is not 
necessary to take it then. A glass of hot or cold water with lemon or orange 
juice is better the first thing in the morning. 

A few minutes before the noon meal take a teaspoonful or tablespoonful 
of oil. If at first you do not like the taste of it, eat a bit of something immediately 
after. Most people seem to prefer taking the oil before the meal rather than after. 

If you are so situated that you can have the vegetable salad at the evening 
meal, you can use the oil that way instead of from the spoon. 

If you are troubled with constipation, just before retiring take olive oil and 
orange juice; the juice of one orange and two teaspoonsful of the oil. 

If you are thin, you will find that by taking the oil three times a day — noon, 
night, and upon retiring, you will begin to take on flesh. 

For diabetes, rheumatism, intestinal troubles, etc., olive oil will do wonders. 

It is good for babies and growing children, as well as for adults. 

It is being used by physicians in appendicitis cases ; cathartic doses of castor 
oil, with olive oil, followed with hot water until the ibowels are emptied. This 
is followed by olive oil and glycerine — flaxseed poultices soaked in olive oil applied 
to the abdomen. 

Rub stiff joints with olive oil, and the glands of the throat when sore. 
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A HEROINE OF MORMONISM. 

[Founded on the account written by Sister Amanda Smith, mother of the chil- 
dren mentioned In the poem, who proved to be such a heroine at the Hann's Mill 
Massacre, described fully In the Faith Promoting Series, entitled ''Heroines of 
Mormondom."] 

What peace the Church of Christ enjoys compared with times now past; 
To see us now, one ne'er would think that persecution's blast 
Had ever sundered loving hearts and caused the tear to flow. 
Yet deeds that now seem most unreal, were acted years ago. 

And were It not to let our children know the faith In God 
Our fathers and our mothers had, while **pas9lng 'neath the rod,** 
No one would care to dwell upon those scenes of pain and woe. 
For wounded hearts bleed now afresh at thoughts of long ago. 

In eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, quite early In the spring. 
When troubles were In Klrtland, that blest city on Chagrin,* 
The Saints their happy homes did leave, their temple bid farewell. 
And traveled to Missouri, where they hoped In peace to dwell. 

Among the rest was one brave soul, a mother, good and true- 
No words of ours can Justly tell the sorrows she went through; 
Such sacrifices as she made would shake the strongest heart. 
But she had taken up her cross, sure God would do His part. 

One day a mob of angry men, all armed as though for war. 
Rode up to them wltn threats to kill; and from their scanty store 
Commenced to plunder, taking all that seemed of any worth. 
Depriving them of weapons to defend their lives on earth. 

Defenceless and alone they then were taken back five miles, 

A guard nlaced 'round them for three days; and then with flenaish smiles 

Were told that they could go; but If they were caught there again 

No pity need they look for, for their cries would be In vain. 

This little band of weary ^Ints for ten miles Journeyed on, 
Then came unto a little town where Saints before had gone; 
About a dozen houses, and a grist mill here was found. 
And for the night they rested, camping out upon the ground. 

They had not long encamped before three hundred brutal men 
Swooped down upon the little camp, where onlv eight or ten 
Were found to guard as best they could the lives of those who now 
Knew full too well the awful doom to which they soon must bow. 

The brethren shouted for their wives to flee into the woods 
And take their children with them, leaving all their worldly goods. 
While into an old blacksmith shop they ran, themselves to save, 
But which, alas, soon proved to be a martyr's lonely grave! 

Tlie mob commenced to Are before the women far had gone, 
At seeing which the brethren there at once rushed out upon 
Tho awful scene of bloodshed; took their hats off. swung them 'round. 
And begged the mob for quarter; but no mercy there they found. 

Instead, like dogs they were shot dowu; not one man did they spare. 
Those who had borne the cross, each now a martyr's grave must share; 
The mob, then, their attention turned unto the fleeing ones, 
Encircled them on every side and turned on them their guns. 

This one brave soul of whom before we have allusion made. 
Her little girls In encti hand took— her boys had fled, dismayed— 
And crossed the mill pond on a plank, ran up the steep hill side 
And Into thickest bushes did herself and children hide. 

The bullets whistled past her like hailstones in a storm, 
Cut down the bushes on all sides, and yet did not perform 
The murderous mission sent upon, although without a doubt 
The mob themselves contented that they had her life put out. 

One girl was wounded by her side, and o'er n log she fell. 
Her clothes by chance caught on the tree, at seeing wlilch a yell 
Went from the mob, and soon a storm of lead rained thiok and fast. 
Supposing 'twas her body. And when all was still and past 



• The river Chagrin In Ohio. 
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Just twenty ouUetd from that log were takeu by our friends 
Which will, to some extent, explain the spirit which attends 
The deeds of those who fight against the cause of God on earth— 
The mission of the devil since before creation's birth. 

Then when at last the firing ceased, the mob began to yell; 
One would have thought a demon host had 'scaped from depths of hell; 
Thej plundered goods, took horses, wagons, and then drove away, 
Still howling, tlir their cursings in the distance died away. 

Oh! what a scene of slaughter met that mother's gaze that day! 
Her husband and a ten-year son among the murdered lay ; 
Another son, but six years old, lay in a pool of blood. 
His hip all shot to pieces, and his soul with pain aflood! 

Three little boys had crept beneath the blacksmith's bellows there, 
One with three wounds soon after died— no one his grief to share; 
Another had his brains shot out, the third his hip destroyed: 
These last two were this mother's sons! What trials for her was stored! 

And when the mob these three boys found beneath the bellows crouched— 
Two of them had been wounded, ttie third had not been touched— 
On^ of the mob begged for his life, but "no!" the assassin said, 
**The nits make lice," then raised his gun, and shot the poor boy dead. 

This woman's husband had been stripped of clothes ere he was dead, 

A brand new pair of calfskin boots were taken with such speed 

By a human Hend name iBlll Mann that he after made his brags. 

How he'd '*pulled a Mormon's boots off while still kickings in the snags." 

A dozen stricken widows grieved the loss of husbands dear. 
And forty children screamed for fathers lying lifeless near; 
The a\^fnl groans of dying and the wounded rent the air. 
With no one there to help them, nor for their suff' rings care. 

Among the dead, a white-haired sire, was good Father McBride, 
Who, in the war of '76, had had his valor tried; 
Ibe freedom he had fought for then had to him been denied 
In this the laud of liberty, our boasted boon and pride! 

Thip veteran had been cut to pieces by th' assassin's blow, 
Denlr with an old corn-cutter that had felled the poor man low; 
His hands were spilt down while upraised, and loud for mercy cried 
To that cruel brute who afterwards his head split open wide. 

Next morning Father Joseph Young came to the scene of pain; 
There was no time to dig the graves in which to lay the slain; 
The mob was coming— anything was better than to leave 
The bodies to the fiends who did their loved ones thus bereave. 

Close by a deep, dry well was found, and Into Its dark cave 

The seventeen mangled bodies found a cold yet peaceful grave; 

The body of the murdered boy, Sardius, yet remained, 

And Father Young from throwing him down that darksome well refrained. 

This was the boy who had his head blown ott by that foul fiend. 
For whom— to spare his noble life— a mobber intervened; 
And Brother Young laid down the corpse, and sorrowing turned away, 
And left unburied, in the sun, that mangled piece of clay. 

When that poor mother saw her boy's unburied body there. 
She took a sheet and covered It, and 'mid her load of care. 
Assisted by her eldest son, consigned It with the rest. 
And prayed to God to guard them till the resurrection hlest. 

This eldest boy, named William Smith, became a noble man, 
Was President of Morgan Stake, and foremost In the van 
Of those who now are leading on the work of God below— 
Of men who by their every act their faith In Jesus show. 

And Alma Smith, the boy who had his hip all blown away. 

Now lives at Coalville, Utah, where those who want to inay 

See for themselves the bullets in hU body that the mob 

At Hnun's 'Mill placed there, but which man shall never from him rob. 

Such la the scene of early days connected with the plan 
Of Immortality and life, which iChrlst revealed to man; 
The legacy left by our Lord, that all whom Him would gain 
Should take His cross and follow Him, enduring loss and pain. 

JAIS. H. WADLIS. 
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GOOD COUNSEL FOR RETURNING MISSIONARIES. 

EXTRACTS FROM A SERMON BT PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH. 

There is more danger to the work of God in the flatteries and fellowship of 
the ungodly than in their oppositions The true ^sciples of Christ have more 
fear from peaceful contact with, and the voluntary friendship and association 
of the worid, than from its enmity and hatred. Yet we must be tried in all 
things; and he who can be shaken may be shaken, that only the worthv ones 
may stand. Some who have stood the testa of persecution and have girown 
stronger thereby, may not be able to withstand an era of peaceful contact with 
the powers of darkness. Peace with the world may induce supineness, but not 
energy and development in righteousness, and in the strength of knowledge afid 
wisdom. Only those who possess the witness of the Spirit, who are grounded in 
the faith, whose eyes are single to the glory of Grod, to the honor of His name, 
and to the advancement of His cause, can Successfully resist the insidious 
fascinations and allurements incident to a quiescent, peaceful and prosperous 
life. It is sjtandieg water which becomes stagnant ; while the constantly flowing 
stream keeps itself pure and wholesome. I would caution the Saints, and espe- 
cially the youth of Zion, to beware of the dangers which threaten them in the 
event of our passing, for a time, out of a period of active opposition by the world 
to the work of God, into an era of comparative quiescence and peace ; remenJjer- 
ing that the influences which have always been- antagonistic to the cause, always 
will be, so long as error remains powerful to combat truth. Let us profit by 
the lessons taught us in the providences of God; and lay not aside the armor 
of righteousness, not even in the hour of peace, but wear it and keep it bright. 
There is nothing more conducive to real progress in faith, wisdom, knowledge, 
and power than constant activity in seeking to do good. And when there are 
no agencies at work prompting us to activity and energy in well doing, except 
the inherent love we bear toward the purposes of God, we should see to it that 
our love fail not. 

Our mission to the world is to labor for its redemption from sin, to exalt 
mankind to a knowledge of God, and bring them into the fold of Christ. In 
order to be efficient in this great work, we ourselves must possess an earnest 
conviction of the truthfulness and divinity of the mission we have espoused, and 
stand firm upon the exalted plane of pure andl unadnltorated Christianity. He 
that would cleanse another from sin must himself be clean. No man can give to 
another that which he does not possess himself; but once possessed of the 
principles of eternal life, he can impart them to others, so far as they will 
receive them. 

I have always rejoiced in the assurances I have had, from my youth up, of 
the righteousness and purity of our cause, inspiring my soul with a fervent 
conviction of the verity and authenticity of the divine mission of our great 
Redeemer, the Son of God; and also that of His servant Joseph Smith. And I 
hold that to accept Jesus Christ as the Son of God and the Savior of the world, 
I must necessarily accept Joseph Smith, as a divinely inspired servant and 
prophet of God. Their works tally exactly; the spirit pervading their mission 
upon earth is one and the same; the power by which they acted emanated from 
the same source; their precepts and teachings had the same end in view; and 
the power of their Priesthood, and the validity of their doctrine have the same 
force and effect. And for similar causes they were condemned unto death by 
wicked men. The repentance of sin, the faith in God, the baptism by immersion, 
the confirmation and the gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands, the 
love, the charity, the forgiveness, the patience and long suffering, the hope of 
eternal life, the resurrection of the dead, the ministering of angels, the gifts of 
healing, of tongues, of interpretation of tongues, of knowledge, of wisdom, of 
prophecy, and all the precepts taught by Christ were also taught, inculcated and 
enjoined by the Prophet Joseph Smith, not as one without command or authority 
from God, but by the specific and direct commandment and authority and 
power of God. Q\) this solemn and eternal truth I bear witness unto you in 
all sincerity, and with divine assurance that I cannot and dare not ignore or 
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deny. Let every young man and woman seek for and obtain this testimony for 
himself and herself; and the sure promise is that they shall receive it as they 
are worthy. That they can become worthy there can be no doubt in the mind 
of those who have received, except it be possible that they have sinned against 
light and knowledge. This can only be possible w^here light and knowledge have 
been possesed and enjoyed, and not many have thus fallen. ♦ 




A FAMILIAR SCENE. 

On the Way to Conference Througb the Woods of Old Tennessee. 



Elder Kossuth Dyal, of the Kentucky Conferenco, tells of the great good "The 
Silent Missionary" is doing. He says the different views enlist the curiosity of 
everybody. 



Brother Robert L. Harris, of Roddey, S. C, sends in three new subscribers 
to the JouBNAL, and says they dearly love its precious visits and grand in- 
structions. 



"I wish everybody who would like to know of the Gospel, wx)uld take the 
Journal," writes Brother W. R. Kennedy, of Laurel Hill, Fla. "I am delighted 
with it." 
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April 15, 1906. 

BEN B. RICH, Editor. JAMBS H. WALLIS, AssociATi Editob. 

• 
** Behold, they that have been sent to preach my Gospel among the conffreffa- 
tions of the wicked: wherefore I give to them a commandment thus: *THOU 
SHALT NOT IDLE AWAY THY TIME.' ''—(Doctrine and Covenants, section 60, 
verse 13.) 

EDITORIAL. 



GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

The General Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
which convened in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Utah, April 6, 1906. and 
to be present at which President Rich left several da;ys ago, was enjoyed by 
an unusually large attendance of people, with lovely w€athi>r prevailing. The 
opening discourse of the conference was delivered by President Joseph F. Smith, 
who commenced in deliberate and clearly enunciated expression, according to 
the Deseret News, and spoke with extraordinary earnestness. Every sentence 
was clearcut and distinct, and appeared to have unusual meaning. He spoke of 
the universal prosperity that had attended the Latter-day Saints in all parts of 
the world during the past year; of the unnnimity and love that exist in their 
midst everywhere; of the oneness of the First Presidency; and of the faith- 
fulness and devotion of the Council of Twelve, or those who have "been in full 
harmony with their brethren; those who have been at their posts, and who have 
been performing their duty.'* President Smith then launched extensively upon a 
review of the work of the different regular and auxiliary organizations of the 
Church and spoke strongly upon the question of tithing and declared that every 
tithe-payer actuated by proper motives, could have easy access to all legitimaite 
informa4:ion, but that the simply curious need have no hopes of having their 
curiosity gratified. 

Conjtiniiing, the Deseret News says: "The Conference may be regarded as 
the' banner conference, as to the numbers of people who attended, the encourag- 
ing repoirts of the financial and general conditions, the missionary work, the 
harmony and unity prevailing, the confidence reposed in the authorities, the 
Intense interest in the proceeddogs, and the splendid spirit that prevailed (through- 
out. The past year was the banner year ini the payment of tithing, andf this 
announ^cement gave general satisfaction. The report of the auditing committee 
commending the accurate and complete accounting made of the receipts and dis- 
bursements was a pleasing feajtuTe, and the announcement that not a dollar of 
the tithing fund haS been used for the expenses of the general authorities of 
the Church, was as surprising to cancers and maligners as it was gratifying 
to the Saints. The instructions imparted were practical in character and forcibiC 
in their simplicitv and earnestness. From the opening address of President 
Joseph F. Smith to the closing remarks by Presid<:iit Francis M. Lyman, a 
fervent spirit inspired all the utterances of the speakers and animated the im 
mense audiences. The musical exeo-cises. as usual, were choice and enjoyable. 
The juvenile choir, the solos and quartets, as ^^1 as the grand anthems and 
the organ accompaniments, were of a high order of merit aad were duly appre- 
ciated. On the first day of the Conference the greait Tabernacle was filled above 
and below. The crowds in attciidance gradually increased until the spacious 
building could not contain them, and on Sunday morning the Assembly Hall was 
thrown open for an overflow meeting and was speedily filled to its utmost ca- 
pacity. In the afternoon both buildings were packed with listening humanity, 
and thousands could not gain admission to either, so an interesting meeting was 
held on the grounds In the open air with a very large attendance. 
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The authorities of the Church were sustained without a dissenting vote. 
Numerous speculations had been indulged in by persons and papers having no 
•connection or business with such matters, as to appointments to fill vacancies 
in the Church councils. As usual they were very wide of the mai^, and demon- 
strated (the folly of the proginosticatoirs and their laxic of understanding of the 
Church methods and discipline. The demise of Marriner W. Merrill, a devoted 
and valiant soldier in the warfare against sin and error, left a vacancy in the 
Council of the Twelve Apo«tle«, and that of Christian D. Fjelatead, also a faith- 
ful and able servant of the Lord, a vacancy in the Fiarst Council of Seventy. 
These were filled by the appointment of George F. Richardis as an Apostle, and 
of Charles H. Hart as one of the Seven Presidents of the Seventies. The 
announcement by President Lyman that Elders John W. Taylor and Matthias 
F. Cowley had tendered thedr resignations as members of the Quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles, not being in hannony with their associates on important 
matters, and that those resignations were accepted on the 28th of October, 
1905, occasioned much surprise. That action had not previously been made 
public. There was no desire to gratify tbe curiosity of people who had no 
business with the affair, nor to give occasion for such meddlers to claim that it 
was done to influence secular investigation. The resignations were made to the 
Council of the Twelve, accepted, amd reported to the First Presidency. Out- 
side of the presiding anthorities it belonged only to the general conference to 
consider the matter. It was with profound regret that the step was taken and 
it was acquiesced in without objection but with much sorrow. The vacancies 
were filled by the appointment of Orson F. Whitney and David O. McKay. To 
fiJl the place of Elder Whitney on the staff of tbe Church Historian«, Joseph 
F. Smith, Jr., who has been an efficient worker there, was nominated. All the 
authorities presented were unanimously sustained by the conference, a forest 
of bands being raised at every vote and not one being offered in the negative. 
It was a gratifying and imposing sight, and the new appointees received the 
cordial congratulations of hosts of friends and admirers; their fitness for 
the positions to which they were assigned was universally recognized. 

The entire conference was fraught with great intercst, enthusiasm and 
enjoyment. Latter-day Saints came from all points from Canada to Mexico, 
and from the far east to California and the northern Pacific coast. The 
weather was delightful, the railway service excellent, and though the roads across 
country were in bad shape from continuous rains and snows -that preceded the 
splendid sunshine during conference, the people traveled in comparative comfort 
and were welJ repaid for their joumeyings. The outlook for the Church is 
magnificent. The prospects for a prosperous year in temporal things are most 
encouraging. The spirit prevailing among the Saints is indicative of progress 
and determination to work righteousness. The organizations of the Priesthood 
and of the associations are in excellent condition. There is more intelligent, 
systematic effort than ever before. Confidence prevails. Harmony and good- 
will are in active evidence. Cheerfulness and helpfulness are widely exhibited. 
Education is valned and supported. The Saints rejoice in tbe goodness of 
Ood, and the whole Church is imbued with vigor and faith, and love of the 
Lord and of the brethren. The conference just closed has given a new 
impetus to the latter-day work, and we may look with confidence for glorious 
results from the great gathering of April, 1906. 



MISSIONARIES SHOULD NOT WORRY OVER AFFAIRS AT HOME. 

At a recent conference in Prove, Utah, President Joseph F. Smith, among 
other things, referred to the promise of the Savior that whosoever should forsake 
father or mother, brothers or sisters, homes or lands for His sake, would receive 
a hundred fold in >this world and eternal life in the world to come. He read 
from the sayings of the Savior, showing the secondary importance of material 
things, and the ability of the Lord to provide for His servants engaged in 
preaching the Gospel, if they would exercise faith in Him. The speaker ex- 
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pressed fear that the missionaries sent out by the Church today- worried too 
much over material affairs, and did not exei'cise sufficient faith in the Lord. 

In this connection we feel impressed to public what the Lord said on the 
same subject in a revelation given through Joseph the Prophet, at Kirtland, 
Ohio, September 22 and 23, 1832, as found on page 296 of the Doctrine and 
Covenants : 

"It is expediejit tliat I give unto you this commandment, that 5'e become 
even as my friends in days when I was with them traveling to preach the Gospel 
in my power, for 1 suffered them not to have purse or scrip, neither two coats. 

"Behold I send you out to prove the world, and the laborer is worthy 
of his hire. And any man that shall go and preach this Gospel of the kingdom, 
and fail not to continue faithful in all things shall not be weary in mind, - 
neither darkened, neither in body, limb, nor joint; and an hair of his head 
shall not fall to the ground unnoticed. And they shall not go hungry, neither 
athirst. Therefore, take no thought for the morrow, for what ye shall eat, or 
what ye shaJl drink, or wherewithal ye shall be clothed; for consider the lilies 
of the field, how they grow, they toil not, neither do they spin ; and the king- 
doms of rhe world, in all their glory, are not arrayed like one of these ; for 
your Father who art in heaven, knoweth that you have need of all these things. 
Therefore, let the morrow take thought for the things of itself. 

"Neither take ye thought beforehand what ye shall say, but treasure up 
in your minds continually the words of life, and it shall be given you in the 
very hour that i)ortion that shaJ! be me1;ed unto every man. Therefore, let no 
man among you (for this commandment is unto all the faithful who are called 
of God in the Church unto the ministry), from this hour take purse or scrip,, 
that goeth forth to proclaim this gospel of the kingdom. Behold, I send you 
out to reprove the world of all their unrighteous deeds, and to teach them of 
a judgment which is to come. And whoso receiveth you, there I will be also, 
for I will go before your face : I will be on your right hand and on your 
left, and my Spirit shall be in your hearts, and mine angels around you, to 
bear you up. AMioso receiveth you receiveth me. and the same will feed you, 
and clothe you, and give you money. And he who feeds you, or clothes you^ 
or gives you money, shall in no wise lose his reward ; and he that doeth not 
these things is not my disciple; by this you may know my disciples. 

"He that receiveth you not. go away from him alone by yourselves, and 
cleanse your feet even with water, pure water, whether in heat or in cold, and 
bear testimony of it unto your Father which is in heaven, and return not 
again unto that man. And in whatsoever village or city ye enter, do likewise. 
Nevertheless, search diligently and spare not : and wo unto that house, or that 
village or city that rejccteth you. or your words, or your testimony concerning 
me. Wo, I say again, unto that house, or that village or city that rejecteth 
you, or your words, or your testimony of me ; for I the Almighty, have laid my 
hands upon the nations, to scourge them for their wickedness; and plagues shall 
go forth, and they shall not be taken from the earth until I have completed my 
work which shall be cut short in righteousness.*' 

Let the Elders continually read the foregoing until they thoroughly com- 
prehend it, then there will be no occasion for them unnecessarily worrjing 
about things at home. 



THE COURAGE TO FACE INGRATITUDE 

[The following article, and those that will follow it in succeedin^r issues of The 
Journal, is taken from a choice work presented bv Apostle Heber J. Grant to 
President Ben E. Rich, at Christmas. The author is William George Jordan.] 

Ingratitude, the most popular sin of humanity, is forgetfulness of toe heart. 
It is the revelation of the emptiness of pretended loyalty. The individual who 
possesses it finds it the shortest cut to all the other vices. 

Ingratitude is a crime more despicable than revenge, which is only returning 
evil for evil, while ingratitude^ returns evil for good. People who are ungrateful 
rarely forgive you if you do them a good turn. Their miscroscopic hearts resent 
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the humiliation of having been helped by a superior, and this rankling feeling 
filtering through their petty natures often ends in hate and treachery. 

Gratitude is thankfulness expressed in action. It is the instinctive radiation 
of justice, giving new life and energy to the individual from whom it emanates. 
It is the heart's recognition of kindness tihat the lips cannot repay. Gratitude 
never counts its payments. It realizes that no del>t of kindness can ever be 
outlawed, ever be cancelled, ever paid in full. Gratitude ever feels the insignifi- 
cance of its instalments; ingratitude the nothingness of tho debt. Gratitude is 
the fiowering of a seed of kindness; ingratitude is the dead inactivity of a seed 
dropped on a stone. 

The expectation of gratitude is human; the rising superior to ingratitude is 
almost divine. To desire recognition of our acts of k'ndness, and to hunger for 
appreciation and the simple justice of a return of good for good, is natural. But 
man never rises to the dignity of true living until he has the courage that dares 
to face ingratitude calmly, and to pursue his course unchanged when his good 
works meet with thanklessness or disdain. 

Man should heve only one court of appeal as to his actions, not "What will 
be the result?" "How will it be received?" but "Is it right?" Then he should 
live his life in harmony with this standard alone, serenely, bravely, loyally, and 
unfalteringly, making "right for right's sake" both his ideal and his inspiration. 

Man should not be an automatic gas machine, cleverly contrived to release a 
given quantity of illumination undor the stimulus of a copper. He should be like 
the great sun itself, which ever radiates light, warmth, life, and power, because it 
cannot help doing so, because these qualities fill the heart of the sun, and for it 
to have them means that it must give them constantly. Let the sunlight of our 
sympathy, tenderness, love, appreciation, influence, and kindness ever go out from 
us as a glow to brighten and hearten others. But do not let us ever spoil it all 
by going through life constantly collecting receipts, as vouchers, to stick on the 
file of our self -approval. 

It is hard to see those who have sat at our board in the days of our prosiwrity 
flee as from a pestilence when misfortune darkens our doorway ; to see the loyalty 
upon which we would have staked our life, that seemed firm as a rock, crack and 
splinter like thin glass at the first real test ; to know that the fire of friendship at 
which we could ever warm our hands in our hour of need, has turned to cold, 
dead, grey ashes, where warmth is but a haunting memory. 

To Tealize that he who once Hved in the sanctuary of our affection, in the 
frank confidence where conversation seemed but our soliloquy, and to whom our 
aims and aspdratione have been thrown open with no Bluebeard chamber of 
reserve, has been secretly poisoning the waters of our reputation and undermining 
us by his lies and treachery, is hard indeed. But no matter how the ingratitude 
stings us, we should just swallow the sob, stifle the tear, smile serenely and 
bravely — seek to forget. 

In justice to ourselves wo should not permit the ingratitude of a few to 
make us condemn the whole world. We pay too much tribute to a few human 
insects when we let their wrong-doing paralyze our faith in humanity. It is a 
lie of the cynics that says *'aU men are ungrateful," a companion lie to "aW men 
have their price." We must trust humanity if we would get good from humanity. 
He who thinks all mankind is vile is a pessimist who mistakes his introspection 
for observatiod ; he looks into his own heart and thinks he sees the world. He is 
like a cross-eyed man, who never sees what he seems to be looking at. 

Ck>nfidence and credit are the cornerstones of business, as they are of society. 
Withdraw them from business, and the activities and enterprises of the world 
would stop in an instant, topple and fall into chaos. Withdraw confidence in 
humanity from the individual, and he becomes but a breathing, selfish egotist, the 
one good man left, working overtime in nursing his petty grudge against the 
world because a few whom he has favored have been ungrateful. 

If a man receives a counterfeit coin he does not straightway lose his faith 
in all money — at least, there are no such instances on record in this country. If 
he has a Tun of three or four days of dull weather he does not say, "The sun 
ceases to exist; there are surely no bright days to come in the whole calendar 
of time." 



Digitized by 



Google 



300 ELDERS'JOURNAL 

If a man's breakfast is rendered an unpleasant memory by some item of food 
that has outlived its usefulness, he does not forswear eating. If a man finds 
under a tree an apple with a suspicious-looking hole on one side, he does not 
condemn the whole orchard; he simply confines his criticism to that apple. But 
ho who has helped someone who, later, did not pass a good examination on 
gratitude, says in a voice plaintive with the consciousness of injury, and with a 
nod of his head that implies the wisdom of Solomon, "I have had my experience, 
I have learned my lesson. This is the last time I will have faith in any man. I 
did this for him, and that for him, and now look at the result!" 

Then he unrolls a long schedule of favors, carefully itemized and added up, 
till it seems the pay-roll of a great city. He complains of the injustice of one 
man, yet he is willing to be unjust to the whole world, making it bear the 
punishment of the wrong of an individual. Tlhere is too much vicarious suffering 
already in this earth of ours, without this lilliputian attempt to extend it by syndi- 
cating one man's ingratitude. If one man drinks to excess, it is not absolute 
justice to send the whole world to jail. 

The farmer does not expect every seed that he sows in hope and faith to 
fall on good ground and bring forth its harvest ; he is ^rfectly certain that this 
will not be so, cannot be. He is counting on the final outcome of many seeds, 
on the harvest of all rather than on the harvest of one. If you really want 
gratitude, and must have it, be willing to make many men your debtors. 

The more unselfish, charitable, and exalted the life and mission of the 
individual, the larger will be the number of instances of ingratitude that must 
be met and vanquished. The thirty years of Christ's life was a tragedy of 
ingratitudes. Ingratitude is manifest in three degrees of intensity in the world; 
He knew them all in numberless bitter instances. 

The first phase, the simplest and most common, is that of thoughtless thank- 
lessness, as was shown in the case of the ten lepers healed in one day — nine 
departed without a word, only one gave thanks. 

The second phase of ingratitude is denial, a positive sin, not the mere negation 
of thanklessness. This was exemplified in Peter, whose selfish desire to stand well 
with two maids and some bystanders, in the hour when he had the opportunity 
to be loyal to Qhrist, forgot his friendship, lost all thought of his indebtedness 
to his Master, and denied Him, not once or twice, but three times. 

The third phase of ingratitude is treachery, where selfishness grows vin- 
dictive, as shown by Judas, the honored treasurer of the little band of thirteen, 
whose jealousy, ingratitude, and thirty pieces of silver made i>ossible the tragedy 
of Calvary. 

These tfhree — thanklessness, denial, and treachery — ^run the gamut of ingrati- 
tude, and the first leads to the second, and the second prepares the way for 
the third. 

We must ever tower high above dependence on human gratitude, or we can 
do nothing really great, nothing truly noble. The expectation of gratitude is the 
alloy of an otherwise virtuous act. It ever dulls the edge of even our best 
actions. Most persons look at gratitude as a protective tariff on virtues. The 
man who is weakened in well-doing by the ingratitude of others is serving God 
on a salary basis. He is a hired soldier, not a volunteer. He should be honest 
enough to see that he is working for a reward ; like a child, he is being good for 
a bonus. He is really regarding his kindness and his other expressions of good- 
ness as moral stock he is willing to hold only so long as they pay dividends. 

There is in such living always a touch of the pose; it is waiting for the 
applause of the gallery. We must let the consciousness of doing right, of living 
up to our ideals, be our reward and stimulus, or life will become to us but a 
series of failures, sorrows, and disappointments. 

Much of the seeming ingratitude in life comes from our magnifying of our 
own acts, our minifying of the acts of others. We may have over-estimated the 
importance of somethinig that we have done; it may have been most trivial, 
purely incidental, yet the marvellous working of the loom of time brought out 
great and unexpected results to the recipient of our favor. We often feel that 
wondrous gratitude is due to us, though we were in no wise the inspiration of the 
success we survey with such a feeling of pride. A chance introduction given by 
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us in the street may, through an infinity of circumstances, make our friend a 
millionaire. 'Ilianks may be due to us for the introduction — and perhaps not 
even that, for it miglht have been unavoidable — ^but surely we err when we exi>ect 
him to be meekly grateful to us for his subsequent millions. 

The essence of truest kindness lies in the grace with which it is performed. 
Some men seem to discount all gratitude, almost make it impossible, by the way 
in which they grant favors. They make you feel so small, so mean, so inferior; 
your cheeks bum with indignation in the acceptance of the boon you seek at 
their hands. You feel it is like a bone thrown- at a dog, instead of the quick, 
sympathetic graciousness that forestalls your explanations and' waives your thanks 
with a smile, the pleasure of one friend who has been favored with the opportunity 
to be of service to another. The man who makes another feel like an insect 
reclining on a red-hot stove while he is receiving a favor, has no rigbt to expect 
future gratitude ; he should feel satisfied if he receives forgiveness. 

Let us forget the good deeds we have done by making them seem small in 
comparison with tiie greater things we are doing, and the still greater acts we hope 
to do. This is true generosity, and will develop gratitude in the soul of him who 
has been helped, unless he is so petrified in selfishness as to make it impossible. 
But contanrtly reminding a man of the favors he has received from you almost 
cancels the debt. The care of the statistics should be his privilege; you are 
usurping his prerogative when you recall them. Merely because it has been our 
good fortune to be able to serve someone, we should not act as if we held a 
mortgage on his immortality, and expect him to swing the censer of adulation 
for ever in our presence. 

That wbich often seems to us to be ingratitude may be merely our own 
ignorance of the subtle phases of human nature. Sometimes a man's heart is so 
full of thankfulness that he cannot speak, and in the very intensity of his appre- 
ciation mere words seem to him paltiy* pettv, and inadequate, and the depth of 
the eloquence of his silence is misunderstood. Sometimes the consciousness of 
his inability to repay develops a strange pride — ^genuine gratitude it may be, 
•though unwise in its lack of expression — a determination to say nothing until 
the opportunity for which he is waiting to enable him to make his gratitude an 
actuality. There are countless instances in which true gratitude has all tbe 
semblance of the basest ingratitude, as certain harmless plants are made by 
nature to resemble poison-ivy. 

Ingratitude is someone's protest that you are no longer necessary to him ; it 
is often the expression of rebellion at the discontinuance of favors. People are 
rarely ungrateful until they have exhausted their assessments. Profuse expres- 
sions of gratitude do mot cancel an indebtedness any more than a promissory 
note settles an account. It is a beginning, not a finality. Gratitude that is 
extravagant in words is usually economical in all other expression. 

No good act performed in the world ever dies. Science tells us that no atom 
of matter can ever be destroyed, that no force, once started, ever ends; it merely 
passes through a multiplicity of ever-changing phases. Every good deed done to 
others is a great force that starts an unending pulsation through time and 
eternity. We may not know it, we may never hear a word of. gratitude or of 
recognition, but it will all come back to us in some form as naturally, as perfectly, 
as inevitably, as echo answers to sound. Perhaps not as we expect it, how we 
expect it, nor where ; but sometime, somehow, somewhere, it comes back, as the 
dove that Noah sent from the Ark returned with its green leaf of revelation. 

Let us conceive of gratitude in its largest, most beautiful sense, that if we 
receive any kindness we are debtor, not merely to one man, but to the whole 
world. As we are each day indebted to thousands for the comforts, joys, consola- 
tions, and blessings of life, let us realize that it is only by kindness to all that wo 
can be^in to repay the debt to one, begin to make gratitude the atmosphere of all 
our living, and a constant expression in outward acts, rather than in mere 
thoughts. Let us see the awful cowardice and the injustice of ingratitude, not 
to take it too seriously in others, not to condemn it too severely, but merely to 
banish it for ever from our own lives, and to make every hour of our living the 
radiation of the sweetness of gratitude. 
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THE WORK OF THE LORD IN JAPAN. 

President Alma O. Taylor, of the Japanese Mission, in a letter to President 
Rich, dated Tokio, Japan, January 4, 1906, says: "This Mission, though wry 
young, has been a cripple from birth, due to the fact that a big majority of the 
missioneries who have come here returned to America before they learned enough 
about the language to do any real good work. At present there are only nine 
irii^ionaries in Japan, and five of these are new in the field and helpless in 
Japanese, so four of us are doing the entire work. We have three fields, and a 
Sunday School for the children in each. We are doing considerable translating; 
among other things translating the Book of Mormon and "A Brief History of the 
Church." I have been working on the Book of Mormoo for two years; the first 




ESTABLISHING THE GOSPEL IN JAPAN. 



READING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT! ELDERS HORACE 8. ENSIGN, 
lEEBER J. GRANT AND LOl'IS A. KELSCH. 
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six months of that pt^riod, however, afforded very little time for translation, and 
the last six months has brought many new duties to me because of my appoint- 
ment to preside. The Lord has sustained me greatly in my efforts to make His 
sacred witness clear to the people of this nation. I have translated to the last 
of the twentieth chapter of III. Nephi. After this (the first) translation is 
completed, it will have to be carefully revised and corrected, for in progressing 
with the work I have learned many things which I did not know in the begin- 
ning, and received many inspirations by w^hich the earliest parts of the transla- 
tion can be greatly improved. The revision will take several years, to which I 
look forward with the most intense pleasure and r<-^l delight. The work on this 
sacred book is a constant inspiration. 

"Last year, one soul was baptized into the church. Many have applied for 
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baptism, but we have experiences which teach us the unwisdom of admitting the 
people into the fold without first testing them as the Spirit may suggest. Inves- 
tigation at the preeetit time seems more sincere than in the past. We can speak 
more clearly and fully now than a year ago, and we will grow in a knowledge of 
the language ae the years go bv. 

"Japanese is one of, if not the hardest language in the world. I have been 
here for nearly four and a half years, but I could do better, no doubt, if it were 
possible to exchange what I know about the language for what I don't know 
about it. The trouble is that so many natives don't know much about it 
themselves, so if we speak for them, the more educated are apt to leave in disgust ; 
while if we speak for the more educated, we are imperfect in our grammar — (be- 
cause there is none in Japanese and still there is a great deal) — and too scholastic 
for the former. But this is all in it, and we WILL win with God's help." 



NOTES FROM THE HELD. 



Writing from Watha, Pender Co., N. C, March 25, 1906, Elders Whitehead 
and Parker say : "While canvassing Pend*^ Co. we stopped over Sunday with 
Brother J. J. Wells. While there the Unitarians held a meeting, and the 
preacher asked if we would sing some hymus for him. We told him we would, 
and the first song we sang was *Love at Home.* Elder Whitehead was then 
asked to open by prayer, after which we sang 'Gladly Meeting.' The preacher 
read his text, taken from the 26th chapter of Proverbs. He then spoke to them 
upon this chapter for a short time. He then asked us to sing another song. We 
sang *N«y, Speak No 111.* We were then asked to speak to the people. We did 
so, by explaining the first principles of the Gospel. We also bore them our 
testimonies, telling them that we knew the Gospel we were preaching to be the 
one laid down by our Savior, and that every one would be judged by their 
works, whether they were good or evil. We closed by singing *Stand Up! Stand 
Up I for Jesus.* In the evening the Sanctified people held a prayer meeting at 
the same place. We were present. Here the preacher to<* his text from 1 John, 
3 chapter. He explcuned it to the people, and after closing they asked us to 
speak to them. We gladly accepted the invitation, by tellitig them we differed 
in our views, and explained the Gospel to them. We also told them we knew 
we had the gospel of our Lord and Savior, and that Joseph Smith was a prophet 
of God, raised up in these last days to do the work of God. Also that those who 
have succeeded him, down to President Joseph F. Smith, were true prophets, and 
that Pres. Smith is still receiving revelations from God in order to lead the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. We sang a closing hymn, and 
benediction was pronounced by Elder Peter G. Whitehead." 



Elder A. M. Palmer, of the Georgia Conference, writes as follows: "The 
Saints of Macon have been called to give up one of their number. Brother Geo. 
W. Parker, who departed this life Sunday, March 25, 1906, at the age of 55 
years. Brother Parker first heard the Gospel in August, 1904. After investi- 
gating, he accepted it, and was baptized November 9 the same year. Since that 
time, until his death, it can be said that he has endeavored to walk in newness 
of life. The funeral was held on Monday, Mar^h 26, at the residence, 125 
Stratton street, and was presided over by Elder A. M. Palmer. "O My Father*' 
was the opening song. Prayer was offered by Elder C. Bodily. Singing, 
**Brother, Thou Was Mild and Lovely." Elder Joseph H. Walton dwelt for a 
few moments upon the life of the deceased, commending him as a good citizen, 
neighbor and Latter-day Saint. He then took up the subject of the resurrection, 
which he well explained to those present. "Farewell, All Earthly Honors," was 
the closing hymn. The benediction was pronounced by the speaker. There were 
nearly 100 people present, and from all reports, they were well pleased with 
what they both saw and heard. At the grave the dedicatory prayer was offered 
by Elder Palmer, when all that was mortal of Brother Parker was consigned 
to mother earth, to await the resurrection, when his spirit will again unite 
with his body, and receive the crown he has so nobly worked for. He leaves a 
wife and two brothers, Eugene and John Parker, to mourn his loss. 
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Sister Annie Stewart, of the Alabama Camference, writes us a Strang t<?8ti- 
mony oonoeming the power of God in healing the eick. Slie had such a throat 
aflfection that she could not speak a word, and the pain was terrible, with high 
fe^eir, and suffocating feeling, but under the blessings of the Ixnrd she was re- 
stored to perfect health. Brother J. Allen SteaAnans, of the South Carolina 
Oonfetence, also had occasion' to be grateful to the Lord for the restoration of 
his wife's health. She had suffered with asthma, and all the doctors and 
spedaliste had failed to give her permanent relief. She finally sent for the Elders, 
and they anoiiu^ed her with oil and laid hcunds upon' her, and notwithstandiiiig she 
had not eaten for several days previous, and was very weak, yet that same night 
she prepared supper for five persons and performed other household duties 
without suffening m the least, eating a hearty supper. After being administered 
to, she retired and enjoyed a perfect night's rest, something which she had not 
been accustomed to for months past. She has not suffered with asthma since, 
but has been improving steadily. 



Writing from Augusta, Ga., April 7, Pres. W. H. Little says : "Elders Geo. 
A. Sherman and Geo. M. Gooch, while on their way from Vidalia to Beard's 
Creek, had to wcUk some forty-five miles without anything to eat, but, as 
they said, *this oniy made us appfeciate our friends more when we reached 
them.' Last Sunday Elders iB. Xielsou and Geo. E. Pope, after holding their 
afternoon meeting, attended the Apostle Church services by special invitation, 
and on the non-appearance of the pastor were asked to preajdi in his stead. This 
invitation was heartily accepted, and an' excellent time was had. We have 
decided to reopen the woric in Columbus, Ga., again, as thes« are a number of 
Saints there. I have chosen two of the most energetic Elders to reopen the 
work. Elders H. S. Fox and Geo. E. Pope, and feel a good work will be done 
in this city. Elder R. Ray Nixon, the Mission Auditor, is with us at present, 
working on the books in the mornings and canvassing in the aitenuxme. A goo"l 
work is being done here. This week there has been ten meetings held." 



Elder C. R. Drumiler and wife, Sister O. M. Drumiler, write from Jack- 
sonville, Fla., that' they are commencing to "feel at home" there, and have 
fixed up headquarters for housekeeping. *'*We are comfortably situated," they 
say, "and will be more contented when we commence our active missionary 
labors. There is a good opening here for effective work. The Saints here are 
very kind and sociable. They gave us a surprise last night, each one bringing 
an offering in the shape of something good to eat. The Sisters in one of the 
counties have made some quilts for our home, and with such a goodly people, 
how could we be anything but happy? The Jackson^ville Church is a fine 
building. The inside is nicely finished, and the new seats are all down. The 
Sisters are struggling to pay for the new organ, having to raise ten dollars a 
month until it is paid for." 



Elders Robt. G. Booth and Jos. Nielson, of the South Carolina Confer- 
ence, during the month of March, 1906, met with a great deal of persecution, 
people threatening to kill them several times. A preacher (?) tried to raise up a 
mob to drive them out of the country, but was unsuccessful. These Elders held 
twenty-eight public meetings and baptised six honest souls into the fold of 
Christ, walked 210 miles, visiting many families and having many Gospel 
conversations. Elder Robt. G. Booth is supposed to be the oldest Elder in the 
field, he being 63 years of age. His companion, Jos. Nielson, is but 22 years of 
age. Elder Robt. G. Booth was bom in Horry Co., S. C and accepted the Gospel 
fifteen years ago, from the first Elders who went there. He gathered to Zion 
fourteen years ago, and has lived in Salt Lake City, Utah, ev^r since. 



A very interesting branch conference was held at the home of Sisters M. J. 
Brown and Sallie E. Burch of Nathalie, Va., on March 17 and 18. Five 
meetings were held, presided over by President C. F. Weight. Elders E. E. 
Pearce, L. L. Bagley, D. E. Bishop, T. A. Story and R. A. Dahlquist were 
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present. The liouso was filled to overflowing and the many friends listened with 
interest to the Go«rpel principles of faitb, •repentance, baptism, the kingdom of 
God, authority, apOGrtiacy, Testorationv the divindty of the mission of the Prophet 
Joseph SmKh, and obedieiice, many expressing themselves as highly pleased with 
the preaching. A good spirit prevailed throughout the meetings and there is 
much evidence that the seed sown will eventually produce matured fruit. Sisters 
Brown and Burch are doing a good work m theiir neighborhood. 



Elders John W. Staples and Oeo. L. Spangenbeng, writing from Waylonzo, 
Fla., on Marob 30, say : "While traveling tbrou^ Jefferson County, Florida, 
the 13tb of March, we inquired the way to one of our member's thome. The man 
we inquired of happened to be a Methodist Sunday school teax^her. We told him 
who we were, and the change that came over his face was amusing. We found 
out afterward that he told a lot of their truths (?) about us and that the 
town mar^al tried to get up a mob to run us out. This shows how Uncle 
Sam's officers are trying to keep peace in t<ie land, and also how our sectarian 
brothers (?) are trying to follow the example of our Savior." 



Elders W. H. Hopkins and L. W. Woolsey write from Dentville, Miss., 
March 30, as follows : "We are pained to inform you of the death of one of our 
most faithful men]A>ers, Brother Stephen Thompson, of Ludo, Jefferson Co. 
He died March 1, 1906, and made a last request that the first Elders to go that 
way should preach his funeral sermon. This we did last Sunday, having the 
privilege of explaining those principles that bring salvation to the living and 
the dead. There was a large attendance, and we hope what we said found 
lodgment in the hearts of the honest. We have had the pleasure of performing 
two baptisms." 



•'This morning's mail brought me a sample copy of your neat little paper," 
writes Elder Isaac Dana, of Mesa, Ariz., "and I sat down and did not stop 
reading it until I had devoured most all it contained. I found it very interesting, 
and it brought to my remembrance my missionary experiences while in the 
sunny state of South Carolina in the years 1893-4-5. Those days were the most 
happy days of my life, as I enjoyed my labors among that good, hospitable 
people. I would go many miles to see my dear friends. MaUy times I have knelt 
down by the roadside and thanked my Heavenly Father for raising up such good 
friends to His servants." 



Mr. J. A. Wise, of Oakland, Ky., where he owns a printing establishment, 
is investigating the principles of the Gospel, as taught by the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. He has been reading some of the Church works, 
and says: "I thank you for the 'Myth of the Lost Manuscript.' I have read 
it with much interest, and from it learned some things I have long wished to 
know. I think much of the existing prejudice against the Mormons is because 
of ignorance of what they roally teach, while some are so blind they won't see. 
I have a very poor opinion of that faith that is afraid— of itself. When your 
Elders are traveling in this vicinity, my door is open to them." 



Elder Levi John, writing from West Portage, Utah, says, "We have deep 
sympathy for the poor Saints in Harker's Island. May Ood bless them, that 
they may not get discouraged. Let them think of the Prophet Elijah, who hid by 
the little spring, where the ravens took him food from heaven. I have been in 
the hands of men, when I would much prefer hiding by a cool spring. We 
declare 'we've found the way the prophets went, who lived in days of yore,* so we 
may expect the same treatment. I can testify there is sweet, even in the bitter." 
Brother John orders the Journal sent to one of the worthy poor, which we 
have done. 



"It being very disagreeable this week to canvass, myself and companion. 
Elder E. L. Simpson, revisited among some Saints and friends," writes Elder 
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J. R. Burbridge, of the South Carolina Omference. "We held several meetings, 
taught them the necessity of paying their tithes and offerings, and got three sub- 
scribers for the noble little Journal. We bave sold a number of copies of the 
Book of Mormon in the past month, and we are thankful to God for our good 
success, as we are making many friends and have many investigators." 

Elders Richard G. Booth and Josel^fti Nielson write from Bruce, S. C, on 
March 10, 1906, as follows: "We are both wefll, except colds. We look for colds 
as we bave to wade so many swamps. Our Conference last Sunday was very 
good. We expect to hold a profitable meeting tomorrow at a graveyard near this 
place over the resting place of an old sister in the Church, by the name of Winne- 
ford Booth, who died in 1901. She was a faithful member and a loyal friend to 
our Elders as Jong as she lived." 



"I am not a Mormon, but I take the Journal, and I am much pleased with 
it. My family are friends to your people, and the Elders will find our doors 
open to them." So writes Mrs. Nettie EJdwards, of Patrick, S. C. "We will 
be only too glad to entertain the Eiders and have them hold meetings with us. 
Our minister does not preach the Gospel like your EJlders do, for they make 
it so plain. Some say their teachings are false; but if this was so, then the 
Bible is false. We enjoy reading your Chnrch works." 



Elder Joe. H. Walton^ writing from Macon, Ga., says there is a fine opening 
in that city, and that a lady there has offered a valuable lot on which to build a 
church. "Elder Palmer and I administered to a friend this morning who was 
unable to turn over in bed. He said, when, asked how he felt, that if he ever 
got well it would be through the power of God. In calling on him tonight we 
found that he has been up, walking around the house." 



"I wrote to one of my friends about the dear little Journal," writes Sister 
Sally M. Nash, of the Virginia Conference, "and told her she would never be 
without it if she once subscribed, cuid I send you he^ money, so please send 
it to her. I think all the Saints ought to have it senF to their home, for it is 
food for them, especially those who do not see the Elders often. I know it is 
doing a noble work, and I love it." 



Little Roy Fuller, the eight-year-old son of Elder Fuller, of Pine, Ariz., 
oeaids us a new subscription' he got for the Journal. "I love the Journal, and 
papa being away from home, I 'thought I would see if I could get you some 
subscribers. I bave a promise of three more in a few days. The Journal is 
a welcome visitor at our home." Good for Roy; now why not some more of 
the MormoDi boys and girls go and do likewise ? 



Elder Charles H. Hyde, of Salt Lake City, Utah, writes : "I want to say a 
good word for the Elders' Journal ; it's worth while. My interest in the South- 
ern States Mission has grown from the day I received my call to perform a mission 
there some five years ago, and today I welcome the Journal for the news it 
brings of the work being done there, and the fond recollections it brings of my 
travels and labors in the South." 



Here is another testimony, from Brother New T. Whitney, of Parowan. 
Vtah : "Some time ago I sent fifty cents for the Jacksonville Church.- At that 
time I had lost a five-doUar bill; so I made it a matter of prayer, with the 
promise that I would make my subscription up to two dollars and fifty cents 
if I ever found it. Yesterday my praj-er was anewered, and I now enclose you 
two dollars in money order." 



Elder Joseph A. Smith, of Morgan City, Utah, writes: "When I get the 
Journal and read the reports and testimonies of the Elders and Saints it re- 
minds me of my labors in dear old Georgia and the many happy tames I have spent 
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there, and the dear friends I met, whom I truly love and would like to hear 
from. I think more of the Journal all the time, and commend it as the best 
paper I ever read." 



The Elders are requested to state on their reports whether a subscription to 
the Journal sent in by them is a renewal or a new subscriber. Be very careful 
in this. Also in reporting "Books Sold," remember that this includes every 
kind of a book excepting Book of Mormon. No more orders will be filled for 
"Joseph F. Smith Denies the Charges," as the edition is exhausted and no 
more will be printed. 



Brother W. J. Rogers, of Sweet Gum, Tennessee, writes us a most beautiful 
letter, in which he tells of the joy he and his wife have expeJrienced since accept- 
ing the Grospel, and the desires they have to live godly lives, and do all the good 
they can. They deeire the hundred or more Elders they have entertained in their 
home to know that they are still contending for the faith once delivered to the 
Sainta 



Brother J. Lewis, of the Kentucky Conference, says : "My home has always 
been the home of the EMders when in this neighborhood. So much have they 
stayed with us that we claim them ae our boys, and many a bitter tear have 
I shed at the patrtimg. But I am looking forward to a grand reunion one of 
these days when the dead s^all rise and the meek inherit the earth. To this end 
I shall live." 



Brother M. S. Robinson, of the East Tannessee Conference, says, "By read- 
ing the Journal I sometimes hear from my old friends, the Elders, who are 
scattered from Arizona to Oregon. How I wish some one would designate some 
spot in the South where we could gather and have our own Church and Sunday 
School, and live in peace with each other, and meet in every place a brother and 
a. friend." 



Sister Ida Rushing, of the Mississippi Conference, (residing at ^leridian, 
which was visited recently by a cyclone, writes an earnest letter, relating her con- 
version to the (Gospel, and her joy at receiving ic, bearing a strong testimony to 
the truth of Moormonism and the divine calling of the Prophet Joseph Smith. 
We regret we can not publish it in full, on account of our limited space. 



"Our mail generally arrives about 9 o'clock at night, bringing with it the 
"little silent missionary" from the Sunny South," writes Elder Niels C. Andersen, 
of Emery, Utah. "It always finds immediate entertainment, and I cannot go to 
bed without first having read its precious pages, for they are interesting to 
me. It is one of our very hest Church publications." 



Brother James Z. Giger, of the Alabama Conference, sends us in three 
subscriptions, and says: "The Journal is a welcome visitor in our home. My 
wife and I always enjoy searching its pages, and we learn much concerning the 
Oospel from it. We feel as though the Elders had visited us, and would rejoice 
if we could have them come as the Journal does." 



"I iook for the Journal as though it was one of the family who. had been 
away for two weeks, and when it comes there is generally a tussle to see who 
gets it first. I do sympathize with the poor Saints on Harker's Island, and Sisk 
the Lord to aid and bless them in their distress." So writes Sister M, H. Shelton, 
of the North Carolina' Conference. 



Brother John W. Garman, of Hillsboro, O., says he greatly .enjoys the 
Journal, and remarks, "We wait for it like a young man waits for a letter 
from his best girl." He recounts the goodness of the Lord in restoring his 
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chilckren to health through the adminietration of the Elders, and expresses a 
great deaire to live the law of tithing. 



Sister Ford, of Kanarra, Utah, wife of Pres. H. C. Ford of the East Ten- 
nessee Conference, sends us in six new subscribers, and says, **The Joubnal is 
highly appreciated at our home, and we think it a fine little paper — a perfect 
gem. We hope it will in time reach every Latter-day Saint." God bless our 
noble sisters for their good work. 



Brother J. E. Waldroff, of Rexburg, Idaho, says, "I have just received a 
copy of the Elders' Journal, and have already found enough information to 
more than pay the price of subscription. It is quite a help to me in my duties 
among the people as district teacher, for there is so much inConnatioa and 
insbruction in it." 



Writing from Marlow, S. C, March 17, Elders R. G. Booth and Joaepfa 
Nielsen say: "Last Sunday we preached the funeral sermon of Sister Winneford 
Booth. Nearly 250 persons were in attendance. She died in 1901. Have been 
very successful in holding meetings in Horrey county, and expect a rich harvest 
in the near future." 



"The Journal still finds a hearty welcome at our house. It's coming always 
means an hour of most pleasant reading. I thought the last number was the best 
yet — the one containing the account of the C5onference of Presidents. To me the 
Journal is the best publication in the Church." So writes Elder C. A. Wright, 
of Ogden, Utah. 



Elders Robt. G. Booth and Joseph Nielsen, writing from Adrian, S. C, April 
6, sey; "We have met with much persecution of late and great threvitenings, 
notwithstanding we have had four baptisms, and seem to make more new friends, 
while our old friends seem to get more friendly. We are both sickly — ^just a drag 
to keep going." 



Sister Mamie Stewart, of the Georgia Conference, a talented composer, by 
the way, sends ns her subscription, and says, "I cannot afford to be without the 
Journal for double its price. I am striving to keep the Commandments of our 
Heavenly Father and the Word of Wisdom, and I feel stouter and healthier in 
consequence." 



"I can truthfully say that the two years spent on my mission was the most 
profitable time of my life," writes Elder Wm. Harris, of Cumberland, Wyo. "I 
should like to bear my .testimony once more to my friends that the Gospel is 
true. I love to read the Journal, because its pages are dictated by the Spirit 
of God." 



Pres. Geo. R. Crockett, of the Kentucky Conference, writes us from Denton 
of the death of Sister Mary E. Sturgill at that place, leaving two grown up 
daughters, faithful members of the church. Pres. Crockett and Elder J. S. 
Webster held the funeral services, speaking words of comfort to the bereaved. 



We are pleased to acknowledge receipt of six new subscribers from Sister 
Matilda C. Pleasant, of Prove, Utah, as a result of her labors for the Journal. 
Sister Pleasant has but recently moved from Bast Tennessee, and vt*ile she 
lived in the South she always gave food and shelter to the Elders. 



"The greatest enjoyment I have is to read the dear little Journal," writes 
Sister Martha A. Bradshaw, of the Mississippi Conference. "I will be 74 years 
old the 10th day of- April, and I am not able to go anywhere to hear anyone 
preach, therefore I am always glad when my paper comes." 
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"We are delighted with the Joubnal, as it con tarns such good instructions, 
and keeps us posted with the progress of the work of Jesus Christ. I know aJl 
who read the Journal once are more than anxious to read it again." So 
writes Elder D. W. Lemmon, of Moore, Idaho. 



"I received my first number of the Joubnal on March 15. I will never 
regret subscribing for it. It is certainly one of the best little papers I ever 
read, and will do what I can to send you some subscribers." So writes Sister 
S. J. Beaddles, of the Virginia Conference. 



The Elders Quorum in Raymond, Alberta, Canada, have ordered the Joubnal 
sent to them for a year, so that its members can* get the benefit of its precious 
contents, which are read in their meetings. Here is a good suggestion for 
other quorums of the priesthood to act upon. 



Elder Wallace O. Bunting, of OowJey, Wyo., writes: "The Joubnal awakens 
memories of my missiionary labors in the South, and comes as a welcome friend. 
I am here assisting to colonize and build up a stake of Zion. I hope to again 
assist in spreading the Gospel truths." 



"We could not do without the little Joubnal, for just at the time when we 
are waiting to know what is going on in the Mission and how the Elders are, the 
Joubnal steps in and tells us all about it." So writes Sister Margery Lamb, 
of the iSouth Carolina Conference. 



We have received a very nice letter from Bro. Nash D. King, of the North 
Carolina Conference, in which he bears a strong testimony to the divinity of 
Che mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith, and his determination to live the law of 
tithing and obtain the blessing. 



Pres. J. H. Gibbs, of the "South Carolina Conference, writes from Blake, 
March 12, and says: "We held branch Conference here yesterday in one of 
our little churches and had a time of rejoicing together. I have met all of the 
Elders now, and they are feeling fine." 



SiflPter Sarah Culpepper, of the Georgia Conference, sajrs she is always blest 
when she entertains the Elders, and alludes to the comfort it brought to her 
when s^ was able to administer to the wants of Elder F. S. EJipperson when 
he was sick at her home. 



Pies. Wm. D. Bodcer, of the Middle Tennessee Conference, writes from 
headquarters at Nashville, and says, "We have organized a Doctrine and 
Covenants class here, which convenes «very morning. We have made a nice 
start in our work here." 



Elder Alfre^ Kearl, of Lake Town, Utah, says, '*The love and esteem which 
I entertain for the old Sunny Southern Saints and friends create within me a 
sympathy for them, and I desire to do anything for the Mission that will tend to 
advance the work of God." 



Sister Dora H. Castillow, of the Alabama Conference, sends us in a new 
subscription, and says, "I think the Joubnal grand, and it always gives me 
great joy to get one. I cannot see how I could possibly do without it. Every 
one is a sermon to me." 



Bro. R. H. Morrison, of the Kentucky Conference, says: "I could not do 
without the Joubnal, as it has been 90 long since I have seen any of the Elders. 
From its pages I gain a knowledge of them and a better understanding of the 
truths they advocate." 
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Writing from Columbia, S. C, under date of April 3, Pres. J. H. Gibbs says: 
"We have had two more baptisms, and more appointments are made for next 
Sunday. I am going to hold a branch conference in Clarendon Co. next Sunday, 
April 8." 



Sister Margarette A. Frazzell, of the North Carolina Conference, writes: 
**4 am 76 years old, and cannot begin to tell you how much good the little Jour- 
nal has done me. I am the only one in my family that belongs to the Church." 



"I really could not do without the Journal," writes Brother Josiah Leavitt, 
of Sunlocky Washington county, Utah. "In it I often read the names of many 
with whom I became acquainted while on my mission in the South." 



Elder W. R. Holmes, of Montpelier, Idaho, writes, "I hope the Lord will 
bless the kind, hospitable people in the South. I have many warm friends down 
there, and I would appreciate it very much to heaar from them." 



Sister P. P. Stover, of Manassa, Colo., sends us in four more new sub- 
scribers. We have got some true blue sisters, who are doing a noble work for 
"the little silent missionary of the Sunny South." 



Sister Maggie L. Smithey, of North Carolina, sends us in a nice letter, in 
which she bears a strong testimony to the truth of the Gospel and the divine 
mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith. 



Sister Mary J. Franklin, of the Alabama Conference, thinks the Journal 
is "the sweetest little paper** she ever saw, and wishes it was in every home. 
She promises to labor in its interests. 



Patriarch L. H. Hatch, of Logan, Utah, who has sent in quite a number 
of new subscriptions, says, "I hope to be able to get more names for this 
valuable and useful advocate of truth." 



Elder W. R. Wellington, of Sandy, Utah, sendg us in two more subscribers. 
"We preached about the Journal in our sacrament meeting on last fast day, and 
these two subscriptions are the results." 



Elder Joseph King, of the Kentucky Conference, speaking of the joy it give« 
him to get the Journal, says : "It is a guide and instructor to me, and I find 
much Gospel truth in it." 



The Elders, Saints and friends at Nellie, Ala., met on March 22, and 
gave Elder C. E. Moore a farewell reception. A most enjoyable time was spent 
in singing and addresses. 



Sister Jane Atkin, of St. Geoj^, Utah, sends us in the names of four sub- 
scribers, and Sister A. W. Bonham sends us in two. We thAik these sisters 
for their noble work. 



"My advice to all Saints is to not neglect taking the Journal, because it 
is a power of good to them." So writes Brother R. H. Cherry, of the North 
Carolina Conference. 



Elders Robert G. Booth and Joseph Nielson write from Bruce, S. C, that 
they have baptised two more into the fold of Christ, and are looking for others 
in the near future. 



W. H. Noblin, of the South Carolina Conference, says: "It fills my heart 
with joy to read the Journal and its glorious teachings, and to breathe the good 
spirit it carries." 
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CONFERENCE iUDDRESSES. 

Alabama. — J. A. Paton, 160 St. Francis street. Mobile, Ala. 

East Tennessee — Hynim C. Ford, P. O. Box 417, or 711 Fairview avenue, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

Florida— David A. Tidwe-ll, 1707 Highway avenue, or P. O. Box 793, 
Jacksonville. Florida, 

Geobola — ^W. H. Little, 1463 Estes street, Augusta, Ga. 

Kentucky — Geo. R. Crockett, 661 Third street, or P. O. Box 554, Louis- 
ville, Kentucky. 

Mississippi — E. D. Buchanan, comer Twenty-ninth avenue and Twentieth 
street, or P. O. Box 162, Meridian, Mississippi. 

Middle Tennessee — Wm. D. Bocker, 147 Fourth avenue, North, or P. O. 
Box 122, Nashville, ^nneseee. 

North Cabolina — Wm. A. Pettj% Hampstead, Pender Co., North Carolina. 

Onio — Juliam M. Cummings, J 54 EJast MoMiclpen avenue, or P. O. Box 31, 
Station V, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

South Cabolina— John H. Gibbs, 1109 Plain street, or P. O. Box 276, 
Columbia, South Carolina. 

Virginia — Sylvester Broadbent, 404 North Twelfth street, or P. O. Box 
427, Richmond, Virginia. 



ARRIVALS. 

The following Elders have arrived from Zion to Ia:bor in the Southern States: 

April 1'. — Fred Nieleoo, Leamington, Utah ; Riohard E. Green, Fountain 

Green, Utah ; Myron E. Lance, Moab, Utah ; Wm. Hamblin Freeman, Salt Lake 

City, Utah; Wm. Harvey Wiser, Lewiston, Utah; Ephraim F. Marshall, 

Diamondvillo, Wyo. 

April 8. — Raiymond S. Bishop, Hinckley, Utah ; Angus Allred, Deseret, 
I' tab ; Leroy Pay, Nephi, Utah ; Geo. Albert Hyde, Grover, Wyo. ; Geo. L. Tate, 
Tooele, Utah ; Jacob F. Hunt, Enterprise, Utadi ; Orville R. Child, Jr., Fairview, 
Wyo. ; Abner Tanner, Nephi, Utah ; William S. Taylor, Jr., Abraham, Utah. 



APPOINTMENTS. 

Elders O. R. Child, Jr., and Abner Tanner have been appointed to labor in 
the Middle Tennessee Conference. 

Elders W. S. Taylor, Jr., and R. S. Bishop have been appointed to labor 
in the East Tennessee Conf^Tence. 

Elders LeRoy Pay, Geo. L. Tate, A. Allred' and Jacob F. Hunt have been 
appointed to labor in the Florida Conference. 

Elder Geo. Abncar Hyde has been appointed to labor in the Virginia 
Conference. 

Elders E. F. Marshall, Fred Nielson, M. E. Lance and R. E. Green have been 
appointed to labor in the Ohio Conference. 

Elders W. H. Freeman and W. H. Harvey have been appointed to labor in 
the Alabama Conference. 



TRANSFERS. 

Elder James S. Webster has been transferred from the Kentucky bo the 
Ohio Conference. 

Elder A. R. Mecham has been transferred from the Ohio to the Kentucky 
Conference. 



RELEASES. 



EHder John G. Shields, Jr., has been honorably released to return home. 
Elder Shields has labored in the Middle Tennessee Conference and the Mission 
Office, and has been faithful in all his duties. 
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Report of MimonConfereneea for Two Weeks Ending April ff, 1906. 
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WRITE THEM A LETTER TONIGHT 



Don't go to the theater, lecture or ball, 

But stay In your room tonight; 
Deny yourself to the friends that call, 

And a good long letter write— 
Write to the sad old folks at home, 

Who sit when the day is done. 
With folded hands and downcast eyes 

And think of the absent one. 

Don't pclflshly scribble: **Excuse my haste, 

I've scarcely time to write." 
Lest their brooding thoughts go wandering 
back 

To many a bygone night. 
When they lost their needed sleep and rest. 

And every breath was a prayer 
That God would leave their delicate babe 

To their tender, loving care. 



Don't let them feel that you've no more 
need 

Of their love and counsel wise; 
For the heart grows strangely sensitive 

When age has dimmed the eyes; 
It might be well to let them believe 

You never forgot them quite— 
That you deemed It a pleasure when far 
away 

Long letters home to write. 

Don't think that the young and giddy 
friends 

Who make your pastime gay 
Have half the anxious thoughts for you 

That the old folks have today. 
For the s^id old folks at home, 

With locks fast turning white. 
Are longing to hear of the absent one— 

Oh. write them a letter tonight. 



DIED. 

Powell— At Falkner, Miss., March 28, 1906, James Thomas Powell. De- 
ceased waa a faithful Latter-day Saint, and believed the doctrine with all his 
heart. The \iie«ry dder aJwaiys found a hearty welcome at his home. He i>aid 
his tithes and always bore a strong testimony to the tru»th of the Gospel. He 
was baptized nearly eight years ago by EMder Taxmer, and has ever since been 
a firm believer. A good man indeed has faUen. He is mourned by all who 
know him. He left a wife amd eight children (two boys and six girls). He 
always desired to go to Salt Lake City and behold the temple. He soon would 
have been fifty years of age, having been born the 16th day of April, 1856, in 
Lincoln Co., Tenn. His children feel that the Lord was very gracious in grant- 
ing them such a father, and while tbey miss his counsel and protection, they 
humbly submit to the Master's will. 

Mabtin. — At Phoenix, Miss., January 26, 1906, of bronchial pneumonia, 
little Mildred Martin, twin child of Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Martin; bom December 
18, 1904. 

Keen.— At Natal, Pittsylvania Co., Va., March 6, 1906, Jesse H. Keen, at 
the age of nearly 71 years. Deceased had been a faithful member of the Church 
s'nce November, 1897. He leaves a wife and seven children to mourn his loss. 
Before dying he raised up in bed and said to his son, **Elisha, come to me." He 
did SQ, and his aged father said, "Elisha, be a Mormon." His son has since 
been baptized, also his brother, Jesse, and wife. 
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'*It should he the duty of Elders, when they enter into any house^ to let 
their labors and warning voice be unto the master of that house; and if he 
receive the Oospeh ^en he may extend his influence to his wife alsor with 
consent, that peradventure she may receive the Chspel; but if a man receive 
not the Qospely but gives his consent that his wife muy receive it, then let her 
receive it. But if the man forbid his wife, or his children before they are of 
age, to receive the Gospel, then it should be the duty of the Elder to go his 
way and use no influence against him; and let the responsibility be upon his 
head. Shake off the dust of thy feet as a testimony against him, and your skirts 
shall then be clean of their souls, "-^(yS^ESPH SMITH. 



Vol. III. May 1, 1906. No. 17. 



PURITY OF THE SAINTS INSURES TRIUMPH OF GOD'S WORK. 

[Extracts from a sermon by President George Q. Cannon, in Millennial 
Star, November, 1884.J 

Presrideot George Q. Cannon read a .podrtion of the 21>t3i chapter oi. Isaieli, 
and continuing, said: **T!hie work which Grod predicted by the mouth of the 
Prophet Isaaaii. the bringing forth of the Pk)ok of (Monmon and its being pre- 
sented to a learned and unlearned man^ amd the caaisamg of the wisdom of the 
wise men to come to naught, have all been remaxkahly fulfilled before our eyes, 
and this is not less the case respecting the confusion of those who should fi^ht 
against Mount Zion. As that whi'ch has been predicted and has been fulfilled 
in the past are facts well knomi to us, we can believe t'n«at that which is 
predicted -but not yet fulfilled also assuredly wiil be. The work was commenced 
in obscurity, and was bora according to the will of God, mth no special demon- 
stration which should attract the attention of the world. Our own conimenoe- 
ment as human beings on the earth was of a similar type; yet as a puny, 
helpless infant may become a god in the eternities of out fathers. The com- 
mencement of the Church was cbscure and' dnsignificant, and it required faith in 
those who were its early members to beilie\'e tliat it would ever attain that 
position and strength which were predicted for it. The Prophet Joseph, how- 
ever, and his associates, saw by vision that which we now behold and partici- 
pate in, and much more which we, if we behold it at all, miust see in the spirit. 
Scarcely a step or circumstance has taken place in the Church that was not 
known to and spoken of by Joseph iSmith. Yet men doubt his divine calling as 
a prophet, and hold up his name to «corn amd ridicule ; still it is not too much 
to say that, before many years have passed' away, he will be recognized as one 
of the (mightiest prophets that ever trod the footstool of God. His life and 
character have not been nndersuood in ihe past, but they will be more fully in 
the future. In the veiT beginning he told of the hatred \i'ith which the Church 
would toe met. He told of event** that should occur as clearly as if he were 
reading the account of events whic4i had already taken place. As the influence 
and extent of the work increased, opposition increased proportionately. The 
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hatred of a townahdq^ beoaine that of a> coonty and then of a state, and then of 
neighboring staites, th^ 'work having all the time to -contend against as much as 
it could well bear u-p xinder. The pratectioo and watchcare of our God have 
neverthelesB l>een. wondterfully made mandfespt in our behalf. If the power of 
Satan had not been restrained in the beginning, it would have been easy to wipe 
out the work in blood. This could: have been done when the soil of Illinois 
drank the i>Iood of our Prophet and Patriajxsh and present President (John 
Taylor). Btrt the Lord restnained the adversary, never allowdng more to cotne 
upon U9 tihani ive were able to bear. And then as the keye of tlie priesthood 
and t^e power of -God were made more n]Ainiife»t, the exertdons and ipower of 
the wicked increased. It has seemed that one power has keqpt pace <with the 
other, and in this 'we can see the wisdom of our Fattier. It is necessary that 
we be tested by the rude ordeals of persecution to whach we have been, still 
are, and will be, subjected, in order to devdop our streogtfti. 

The eflfecte of this <work, and tihat which it ds to accoimi>lish, can not be 
measured by any standardi known to roan. Since the disappearance of the 
priesthood from the earth after Ibe death of the Savior, there has been no such 
power in tihe earth. The whole world may know that years ago these things 
which we now behold were expected to be met, contended with and overcome. 
But is this to be the end? Certaindy not; as the Ohunch shaH increase, so will 
the oipposition increase, until leaping beyond the bounds of our own nation* all 
the empires of the earth shall array themselves against the work of God, as the 
township, the county, the state have done. Thon» wili the puny infant bom 
on the 6th of April. 1830, rise 'U' its sublimaty, a stalwart man. People wonder 
at our hardihood and temerity io daring to remain firm agadnst such circumstances. 
However, the burden of the Lord has been placed upon us, and we have 
rested secure in the ipromdse that the work of God suiely shadJ triumph, no matter 
what the results on ns as inddviduahs may be. The work of God has thus 
proven it^^lf indeed a >marv^ous work and a wonder, end today human wisdom 
is as much at fault lespectiing It as it ever was. We can see, if we enjoy the 
Spirit of God, the wonderful way in wbich God has .provided for His people, 
and shaped their destdny. Our Mountain Home, our training in the past, give 
us the dearest evidence of this. No other land could be so well adapted for U6 
as this, and on tlie other hand no other people are so well fitted to hold and 
develop the land as we. Our peopde have been brought to these valleys and 
hold them ttow by every right. Shall we be upnrooted, or shall we be prevented 
in our growth or increase? They may tell us the answer dei)ends whether we 
wall give up our peculiar features of religion and conform to their ideas. On 
the other hand, tbe speaker declared that it does not depend entirely upon this, 
but does depend entirely upon tiie Latter-day Saints themselves, whether they 
will continue to occupy these lands and maintain their position here. Looking 
at it naturally it would seem a b6I3 axtd audacious thdncr to say that we can 
stand against odds of combined opposition. And it is pea^haps true that if 
God would allow the wbole world to launch its thunderbolts against us, and unite 
for our destruction, there would scarcely be any question as to the results. 
But this is tfce work of the greet God, and He oontrols all the doings and 
results of the chdldren of men. \He will not forget His promises, and upon 
these we must rely. We must, on our pajt, live so that we can enjoy the 
fulfillment of them. If we do this there is no power which can retajnd tbe 
progress and final tniximph. of our cause from this time forward until the final 
consummation is achieved. If the Saints will oleanse themselves and live free 
from sin, there is no doubt as to the results of this work. No power can uproot 
us, and from this time we will go on improving and enlarging until tliere 
is no Jimit to that whdch we should obtain. We poor, weak mortals should 
render the deepest gratitude to God for the privilege of being connected with 
this work, and having a part in these promises. But those who reign with 
Christ must suffer with Him. Whether we will be permitted to live and 
triumph Avith the work of God depends upon ub, and it should be our constant 
prayer that our fidelity should never falter. We may wade through soirow, 
we may have to endure imprisomment and bonds, or meet death as our prede- 
cessors have been compelled to do. E}ach one wild bave to be tried to the 
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tittermost before he can enter his exaltation. We have all promisee made to 
OS, and pieciouB blesetngs have been confirmed upon our heads by tiie Priest- 
hood. Let us make ourselves worthy of them. Since the day that the first 
teonple was completed and Joseph sealed the keys of tbe Priest)bood upon bis 
bretiirett. the work has gone on in majesty and power, but stinringr up the very 
<iepths of hell to do al<> in its power to obliterate the work. God permits tl^ 
opposite party to exert tiien»elves and if the contest be sharp and bitter, it 
wiH be over so mmcb the sooner. God will remember Zion, whose name is 
written on Hie palms of His hands. He sees the 'willingness of His people, 
their devotion is not unknown to Hhn. Who shall enter the taaiples winch we 
aj^ erecting to our Lord? A. time is here when a higher standard of purity 
is required from those who enter holv places. ^Rie adulterers, whoremongers, 
bla^heimers, dishonest men, have need to tremfcile, for the blessings of God will 
be withdrawn from them, for the day is to come when the sinner in Zion- will 
tremble, and fear will come upon the hypocrite. The sins of the unworthy 
aoDong the peo(pi!e will be found upon the skirts of the Bishops and Presidents 
oif iStakee, >vho do not clear iniquity out of their wards or -Stakes, or who 
recommend them to the privilege of the Tem^ple. A higher law has been given 
regarding adultery that those wiio have had their endowmentts, and then commdt 
themselves m this manner, can not be rebaptized into the Church. Let this 
be known in all the congregations of the <Saints, that those who may feel tempteil 
may consider that if they fall they do so at the price of their salvation. This will 
not be a land of Zion to the aduHerer, the hyipocrite, the <Sabbath-breaker, the 
man who does not pay his tithinc^. Let us be warned in time that we may 
be found worthy of an exaltation in the presence of our Father cmd God. 



THE INNOCENCE OF LITTLE CHILDREN. 

[Extract from a sermon by Apostle Franklin B. Richards, copied* from the 
MiUenmial Star, November, 1884.] 

Apostte BYanklin D. Rrdhardct quoted from the Book of Doctrine and Cov- 
enants, beginning at verse 25, on pa^e 250, and ending at verse 33, showing 
the mind of the Lord regarding the responsibility of parents in instructing 
tiieir children, the keeqping of the Sabbath, and the law in relation to idlers ioT 
Zion. 

He also read from the same book, section 29, from verse 46 to 48, inclusive, 
concerning the unconditional redemption of Mttle children who die before reach- 
ing the years of accountability, and their sinlessness and freedom from the temp- 
tations of Satan until they arrive at that condition. 

He then (proceeded with his discourse which was substantially as foUows: 

Referring to oar little children who are becoming a mighty host, I will 
make a few remaiks. In the early days our increase was largely made up by 
our immigratioo from distant parts of the worid. That sort of addition has 
somewhat decreased of late years, and it now depends to a greater extent upon 
the children who are multiplied to the people of God. We should benefit by 
our experiences. There is a feeling in the world to treat children with indiffer- 
ence, but this is decreasing among the Saints. Our Savior said, when it was 
evinced that some considered children of lesser Importance than grown people. 
"Suffer little children to oome unto me, and foTbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven." Those wh'> have attended our Sabbath Schools and heard 
the little ones recite have rejoiced to witness the early genminations of inteili- 
gence exhibited by them. The same can be said in rekition to the juvenile exer- 
cises at the meetings of the Primary Associations. Jesus said: **Their angels 
do always behold the face of my Father who is hi heaven." They are un- 
btemoshed by sin. When Christ visited the Nephites on this continent as re- 
corded in the (Book of Mormon, He caused the power of God to be made manifest 
through the children, and they spoke wonderful words of wisdom. Our children 
will, many of them, yet be proptieta, seers and revelators, and judges in Israel. 
As has been said, dhildren are not susceptible to tempetatlon by Satan until 
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they re€uch the years of accountability. We can not begin to instruct them at 
too early an age of their lives* and they should be duly preipared by instruction 
to receive intelligently the ordinances of baptism by immersion and laying on of 
hands by the ESders for the reception of the Holy G^ost. They should be taught 
to venerate the principles of the Gospel in early childhood, so that when the 
time of oresponsibiHty is reached they may take hold of them heartily. It should 
be a leading effort to preserve people in purity throughout their lives, and this 
can be the more closely reached by laying a proper foundation in the early 
portion of human existence. It is recorded that little children who depart tbis 
life before reaching the years of accountability are taken into the presence of 
God, and that they will inherit a celestial glory. The Prophet Joseph even 
taught that some of tbem are so precious and holy that the Father takes them 
hence rather tlian allow them to remain to come under the many adverse condi- 
tions to be met with in this life. In view of these truths is it not extraordinary 
that parents will turn over their ohifdren to i)eople who are opposed to the 
principles of salvation to be taught in such a way as to wean them from the 
path of eternal life? 

Those teachers find that members of the Church who are matured in the 
truth can not be turned away from it, an<J they admit that the only hope lies in 
winning the children to their views. 



WAS HE A PROPHET? 

[From the Deoeret News, 1884.] 

It is popular, without investigation, to repudiate the claims of Joseph 
Smith to being an inspired prophet, raised up by ddvine power to accompli^ a 
specific work in the present age. It is only fair that those who assume any alti- 
tude on this imortant question should consider the evidence in favor of the 
IKJsition taken by this remarkable man, instead of seizing upon everything that 
appears to support the other side, that prejudicial leanings instead of a desire 
for gennine intformation may be gratified. 

There is no end of evidence supporting the theory of the divine calling of 
the Prophet, a limited portion/ of which may be profitably re\iewed dn brief. 

•He established a Church similar in its minutest detail in doctrine, princi- 
ple, orgamization and duties to that inaugurated by the great Head and Founder 
of Christianity, as described in the New Testament. The body religious is 
complete in every part, the names and positions of the officers are given, and the 
duties and functions of each defined with such fidelity to partculars, that the 
operations of any one of themr never interferes or clash with those of any of 
the others. 'So compact and so solid is the system that it is acknowledged to 
be the most effective and complete in existence. 

iThe prophet promised that all who received the message of the Gospel as 
defined throuj?!! Ihiim, should not be dependent upon others for an understanding 
of the divinity of the work, and they, tiirough obedience, would know of the 
doctrine for themselves. The whole Church as a body constitutes a cloud of 
witnesses to tbe fact that the promise was not an empty one, but has been faith- 
fully realized, this personal testimony constituting the fundamental reason for 
the willingness of the Saints to sacrifice every earthly consideration, including 
their lives, if necessary, rather than prove recreant to the truth and make 
shipwreck of their faith and hope, as grandly illusfcrataed in the recent mas- 
sacre of Elders and Saints in Tennessee. 

From the befrinning the Prophet declared that those who accepted tiie 
message would be subjected to the fires of persecution and the hate of the 
world, whose simple enticements they nnist abjure, as was the ease with the 
ancient Saints who belonged to the Church established by Christ and His apostles. 
The entire history of the Church has been a verification of the prophecy. 

Josepb Smitfi declared from the beginning that tbe Elders should go out 
into every accessible part of tbe earth and warn the people, and that those who 
should believe their message wouid gather to the west in flocks, in fulfillment 
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of the "prognosticatrions of ancient prophets as well as his own. The correct- 
ness of tbis 19 exhibited by the missionary aod emigration 8>-8tems of tbe 
Church, probably the most comiplete and effective of any under the sun. 

He prophesied that the Church would remove to the mountains of lihe great 
weet, and that Zion should '^flourish upon the hills and rejoice upon the moun- 
tains,*' where the Saints are now prospering 

Joseph Smdth was the means in tiie hands of God of giving to the world 
w4iat is claimed by the Chuiieh to >be a history of the ancient inhabitants of tbis 
coDtinent. The doctrines of the 'book are in exact harmony with those, of the 
Bible. Its matter is in unison with the discoveries of ruins of a former dense 
and civiHized population' which existed on this land, and in keeping: with the 
traditions of the aboriginal tribes, who are a fallen and degraded remnant of a 
former mighty people. The b<:»ok contains the prediction that many would 
receive its words when brought forth, while the great bulk would refpudiate 
and treet it with derision. Ultimately h would be received by the aborigines 
as the record of tlheir forefathers. The former prophecy is an accomplished fact, 
while the other is in progress. It asserts prophetically that "secret combina- 
tions to get power and gain*' would exist and multiply iu this day, be a source 
of great perplexiity and destruction among the nations, and that biood of the 
Saints would be shed by them and cry to the Lord for vengeance. These have 
been verified with remarkable precision, and the end is not yet. One of the 
predictions contained in that wonderful record is to the effect that should the 
Gentiles of this nation reject the message and continue in wickedness, the full- 
ness of the everlasting Gospel would 'be withdrawn from them, and great dis- 
ruption and destruction would fall upon thenu That remains for the future to 
consununate. 

Joseph Smit^ announced that the work that he was divinely authorized 
to estaWish was indestructible, and would not be uprooted from the earth, but 
would remain and increase until the Lord should come and take dominion of the 
whole world. Thus far it 4ias withstood the most persistent and herculean 
assaults without its progress being im?)eded in the slightest degree, every attack 
but serving to develop its vitality. 

iHe said it would be a marvelous work and a wonder, which the Lord was 
at>out to do in the latter days. "Mormondsm," as it is erroneously called, is 
one of the wonders of the age, being admitted generally to be an almost un- 
paralelled phenomenon in its line. 

Joseph Smith asserted that the testimony of the Elders and their rejection 
by t^ world would he followed by the testimony of earthquakes and great disaster. 
This is an epodi of earthquakes and catastrophes. On the same day that the 
Olders were uMissecred on Cane creek, a large portion of this country was shaken 
convTilsively, and many other commotions in various tportions of the globe 
' have borne similar witness to the truth of this prediction. 

Among the Prophet's presaiges was one in relation to war, in which the entire 
worW would be yet engaged, and for which the nations are now making unprece- 
dented preparations. In it — twenty-nine years before it occurred — the war of the 
rd)el]ion is •predicted, and the state \diere it would first break out is named, 
together with otber details which have been strictly fulfilled. 

But t^ evidences favoring the claim set up by Joseph Smith to being 
divineJy called and inspired are so numerous as well as striking that thev are^ 
apparently itidless. We have scarcely touched the bulk of proofs, whidi the 
shrewdest species of sophistry can not set aside, as they constitute a formidable 
array of stubborn facts which are not susceptible of bedn^ reasoned away. 

'However the matter may be generally or popularly viewed, the question as 
to whether this generation has been honored with the presence of a great prophet 
of bumble eartbly origin is of vital importance. An impartial investigation 
with a view to leanring the truths in regard to it will not hurt any, but a one- 
sided search with a predetermination to repudiate, indicates a warped and illib- 
eral conditioa of tbe mind. We have no doubt that the genuine tru'di seeker who 
calls for divine assistance to aid him in his researdies, will come to the conclu- 
sion that Joseph Smith was a genuine prophet of the most high God. 
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QOD, AS HE WAS AND IS. 

[H. W. Nesbitt, in Millennial Star, Noveonber, 1877.] 

It is not difficult to foresee that tbe introdQCtioo of a living principle or 
idea among men; would necessarily inToWe the introduction of many others. 
According as the receptive mentality and power of appropriation might be 
manifested, so would be the growth; hence fdlows from the ideas of the 
"Fatherhood of God" and the "Barotheihood of man" more or less distinct notions 
of personality in regard to the Surpreme. The popular conception was and is, 
that "God is a spirit," that "His presence fills immensity, and where He is, is 
heaven." The theorizin(g of mankind in regard to omnipresence, omniscience 
and infinity had utterly swamped dn the popular mind every possihUity of grasp- 
ing Telation^ip with the divine: Crod had, hy the processes of theology and 
scholastic divinity, become far removed from the s^inpathies of men : contact 
with, or commuinication from, such a being, was among the ' invpossibilities. 
Tangible man and real surroundings held nothing in common with that mj'thical 
creation of ignorant philosophy, which relegated *1)eyond the bounds of time 
and space," a being "without body, parts, and passions;" nay, so intangibie was 
this mystic creation, so incomprehensAle, that intelligence could hanfly be at- 
tached to it; by so loose, airy, irrational figments of theorising ignorance was 
this declared, that ooJy the ethereal and spiritualizing portion of Christendom 
clung to the outer fringe thereof; the common sense of the nmsses had over- 
thrown the aknost imperceptible phantom, and were apparently ready for either 
a return to primitive principle, or the general repudiation of the whole. The 
Blders of Israei met this crisis, and boldly pkuvted themselves upon Hhe state- 
ment of Holy Writ — they referred to that as testimony that God had in the 
beginning said, **!Let us make man in our image, after our likeness," and then 
to the esrtabUshing declaration following, **So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God created He him ; male and female created He them ;" and 
more, to show the continued interest in the work .of His hands, and to demon- 
strate the value €Uid tangibility of this great organized and organizing intelligence, 
we have information in regard to fHds walking and talking with His children, 
from Adam to Seth, froni Seth to Enoch, from Enoch to Noah, from Noah to 
Abraham, from Abraham to Moses, thence through the prophets to Jesus, who, 
coming in the meridian of time, htfd it declaired of him that "He was the 
brightness of His Father's glory, and the express image of His person ;" so "in 
the mouth of two or three witnesses" another truth became estabdished, not fully 
comprehended, maybe, yet, in its heights and depths and breadth, but it became 
as another plank in the new platform ui>on which tbe feet of men might stand 
unmoved ; then it was seen* that the grand principles of omniscience and infinity 
referred not to the person of Deity, but to that spirit which fills immensity, and 
acts in the midst of the creations as the **minister" of the Father. 

Nor did this seem in any sense to degrade the "Father of our spirits," He, 
by virtue of experience, of triaJ, of endurance, and of suffering, might, as was 
said of Jesus, have "become perfect," but His children on the earth were 
barely commenced on the great highway of progress by the self-same process; 
they are said to be fallen and. ignorant, but the unfathomed possibilities of the 
future are before them, and the promise of every attribute is already implanted 
by virtue of divine origin and creation, in the tabernacles of his posterity; 
they only need the key by which to open the avennes before them, and that 
can only be secured by intercommunion, na in ages -past, with the great Author 
of intelligent being; He is am possession of the secret of His purpose, and also 
of the processes by which His purpose can be best fuelled. 

Then the question is. Can this communication be had? Stands there any 
obstacle in the way? Now upon the surface nothing appears more reasonable 
than that a "Father" should hold communion with his children, but in this case 
there seems to be implied a necessity for man's belief in the possibility, and also 
in the blessings or advantage of such comominication, before it can exist ; they 
"that come unto God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek Him." (Heb. xi., 6.) Man's position proves, in fact, the 
need of communication or revelation, and the revelation of reiationship implies 
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interest, and this interest, when matoal (and at thnes witliout), wiU command 
the revelation. Tbe reUgious world have persistently affirmed that theie ia not 
now nor iMs tbeT« beea cocniDunicatlon for over ei^teen hundred years. While 
admittinir that God did reveal Himself in the beginning and in ages subsequent 
to the days of Jesus, yet it is said that at this juncture all comaminicatioa 
ceased; that with Jesus and His times all interest in man culminated; that the 
gates which for ages had stood ajar were then dosed, and that whatever of 
benefit, blessing or advantage migiit have aocmed in the past from personal 
association with the Father, from the visits of an^eds, from the voice of his 
prophets, from the revelation of His Son Jesus and the estaMishment of His 
Grospel, that these were now supreseded by the publication of a book; there 
should be no more vision, no more prophecy or prophets, no more the ministry 
of angels, no more apostles, no more of "the spirit which givetii life," but only 
the ministration of "the letter which killeth." This was the neariy unanimous 
opinion of the teachers, and it became the opinion of the taught, until the 
advent of the Eldere of Israel ; they declared that God had not "forgotten. His 
people," that He was and had been wiHing to conununicate with His chHdren, 
but that His <?haldQren had foi-gotten Him. The expression- of the ancient 
prophet had become indeed applicable to this and preceding ages, "Because thou 
hast foi^otten the God of thy salvation, and hast not been mindful of the rock 
of thy strength, therefore shalt thou plant pleasant plants, and shall set it witti 
strange slips ; in the day shalt thou make tJiy plant to grow, and in liie morning 
shalt thou make thy seed to flourish ; but the hairvest shaU be a heap in the day 
of grief and of desperate sorrow." (Isaiah xvil., 10, 11.) 

Id the mddst of this darkness and ignorance, this "grief and sorrow," not 
only was the possibility and probability of coimmunion proclaimed, but it waa 
publififtied as a fact already realized, that the gates were again ajar — nay, open, 
angels ag€un had visited mankind, prophets had again been sent and apostles 
called, and that God was "a Gk>d at hand and not afar off." This created' as 
much turmoil as did the preaching of Paul at Athens, "For as I passed by and 
beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, to the unknown 
GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, Him deelifre I unto yon." "And 
when they heard, some modced : and others said. We will hear thee again of this 
matter." (Acts xvii., 23, 32.) 

>Now, this revelation of the personality of God, making communication 
plausible and possible, and the unfaltering testimony of the Elders that men are 
now living who enjoy this privilege, and also that this was no trade secret, 
that it was not confined to any ring or caste, but that on obedience to eternal 
and well understood principle or law, all true men could become participators 
thereof, aiod be privileged to receive from the great fountain of imtel'ldgence 
that which is calculated to expand, ennoble and fit them for the destiny which 
is. involved in the relationship already mention. "Beloved, now are we the 
sons of €U>d, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we know that 
when He (Jesus) shall appear, we shaU be like Him, for we shall see Him as 
He is" (I. John, iii., 2) ; and still the conception growsi, it begins to dawn 
upon the understanding, that this destiny can oniy be the product of order and 
law, that man, like all other creations, can only answer the end of his being 
by obedience; and that wherever a&d whenever this law is enunciated it must be 
adapted to the end m view, be marked by siniplicity and i>ower, and be alike 
applicalde to all conditions and classes ; there can be "no royal roadf' to heaven, 
no €^ort cuts, no purchased, privileiged route, but one to be trodden alike by the 
beggar and the prince, as all are alike the chrldren of €k>d. 

The Elders of Israel quailed not here, the keys they held opened many 
doors, the spirit they carried and by which they were inspired, gave birth, as in 
the beginning, to the properly appointed and necessary "ennobling thought." 



The conference history from each conference should be mailed not later than 
the twentieth of each month. Those who reported promptly for this month are 
Florida, Middle Tennessee, South Carolina, (Georgia, Alabama, Kentucky and 
Virginia. 
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May 1, 1906. 

BEN E. RIOH. Editor. 

** Behold, they that have been sent to preach my Gospel among the conffreflra- 
tions of the wicked: wherefore I give to them a commandment thus: *THOU 
SHALT NOT IDLE AWAY THY TIME,' "— (Doctrine and Covenants, section 60, 
verse 13.) 



EDIXO RIAL. 



ELDER WALLIS HONORABLY RELEASED. 

Our readers will be both pained and disappointed to learn of the unexpected 
departure of the associate editor of the Journal, Elder James H. Wallis, for 
his home in the valleys of Zion. His homegoing is all the more to be la- 
mented on account of the sadness of the event which made his leave necessary. 
On Sunday, the 15th, news came that his daughter, May, who has had charge 
of the hospital at Idaho Falls, Idaho, a position which she has filled to the 
complete satisfaction of all concerned and with single credit to herself, was to 
be opera te/i on for appendicitis on the day following. Subsequent word, how- 
ever, gave the intelligence that this would be postponed until Tuesday. The 
father was wanted at home without delay, and on Monday he bade farewell 
to the mission field and started on his sad and tedious journey. From Chicago 
he telesgraphed word that the openatiom had been performed and that the patient 
was resting easily with no cause to worry. We know the sympathy of all the 
readers of the Journal will be extended to Elder Wallis and family, for their 
hearts have been drawn toward him during the past j-ear of his valuable service 
on our little mission paper. 'His choice selections of valuable writings from 
the gifted pens of our best writers in the Ohurch. both 'past and present, and 
his carefully and wisely written columns of advice and counsel, together with 
all the rest of the interesting and instructive features of the Journal, have 
endeared him to the Saintn of the South and established in their minds and 
hearts a place for his memory that will last forever. I>uring his labors with 
the little semi-monthly which has made its visits regularly to the homes of 
it« patrons, the circulation has inci"eased from twenty-two hundred to five thous- 
and. It has had a marvelous gix>wtb. And with its increase of subscribers it 
has grown in favor with every one who has read its pages. The hundreds of 
letter? of appreciation, filled with praise for the Journal, its individual merits, 
and the great mission it is performing, fill our files every day, and bear evidence 
of the great popular favor It now enjoys from all its readers. iShould we make 
even simple mention of all the encouraging letters received in behalf of the 
Journal, there would be room for nothing else in the pajier, and still scores 
of choice communications would necessarily be crowded out each issue. 

The good will the Journal has maintained throughout the iMission, the hearty 
support it has received, both from the Saints here in the South and also from 
hundreds m Zion, its rapid growth, all speak in terms of great praise for the 
faithful eflforts of Brother Wallis, whose whole soul has been in the work ever 
since he came into the field, and no one will miss his valuable aid more than 
our beloved President, Brother Rich, whose heart has been centered on the 
success of our Mission pai)er. His mind has been constantly focused on the 
building up of the Journal, and it h€is been one of his greatest ambition» to see 
the Journal in the homes of every Latted-day Saint in the South. It has had 
his constant and faithful watchcare, and most diligently has he prosecuted every 
labor that gave promi.se of success to the little messenger that gladdens the 
hearts of nearly five thousand loyal subscribers. 

It might also be said in this connection that E51der Wallis has not been 
confined exclusively to the branch of work connected with the publication of 
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the Journal, for during the several- iDobi>in^ to which our fSaints and Elders 
have been snbjected in the*pa«t year, he has been of in/valuable service, In doing 
all things possible to secure the jwotection of the Government for the <H>PPea8ed 
and abused of our people. No one can appreciate his labors in this respect half 
so much a6 those with whom be has been associated in this tedious work. 
Wherever he has been pteced he haa worked faithfully and most earnestly, per- 
forming every ta^ with a personal interest in the work and discharging every 
duty cheerfully and just as well as his unselfish devotion and single ability wae 
able. The results of his labors speak in terms stronger than words of his success. 

In comtmending him for his noble work, we feel that we can not say too 
much to his credit, and we know that in speaking thus we voice the sincere 
sentiments of all the readers of the Jouenal. Elder Wallis' honorable release 
was forthwMning about the first of June, and it is to be deeply regretted that 
his mission should have ended with such a sad and trying event of anxiety and 
worry as that which has taken him home. However, he has performed an 
honorable mission and has no cause for regrets on account of the few we^ks* 
work of which he is deprived. 

May the choicest blessings of God attend the labors of his hands and be 
-extended to every member of his devoted family, and may he always feel that 
he carries with him the love and respect of all his companions, and also the 
Saints as well, who have learned to love and appreciate him for his personal 
traits of nobility and the good work he has accomplished on his mission, which 
will stand forever as a monument of praise and honor to his good name and 
the glory of our Father in Heaven. J. S. 



SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 



iSan Francisco has been almost completely destroyed by earthquake and fire. 
On the morning of the 18th of April the horriible catastrophe occurred. The shock 
lasted but three minutes and thousands of buildinijs were destroyed. That which 
had taken nearly three-quarters of a century to build was laid in ruins fts by a 
breath. Fire broke out all over the city in the debris of buildings, and in almost 
an instant the city was in flames, with no water to fight themu Large buildings 
which had escaped the shock with minor damage, were blown up by dynamite 
in order to prevent the spread of the conflagration. Buildhigs swayed and 
•crashed, burying the occupants. On top of one of the buildings, surrounded 
with angry flames, and \i-ith no chance of escape, men were shot by soldiers 
•under orders, the reason being that this death would be far better than to be 
roasted alive. The loss of life and property is aippalling, and the confusion, 
suffering, and anxiety of the 300,000 people left homeless, is beyond the possi- 
bilities of imagination. The reports say that probably between ten and fifteen 
hundred lives are lost. For a time starvation stared this vast concourse of 
suffering survivors in the face. Fortunately, however, the whole nation in- 
«tantly came to their relief. 'Millions of dollars have been contributed from 
all quarters of the land, and supplies have been forwarded by the train load, 
so that their extreme hunger was of comparative short duration. Right here 
it might be well to note that our own people were as zealous and as liberal as 
any of our fellows. Our roost thrifty business men contributed liberally to the 
relief fund, to which the Church gave ten thousand dollars. In two days, about 
aixty-five thousand dollars was raised, just from Salt Lake City alone, in 
which was included the $25,000 by the State. The Presiding Bishop of the 
Chupch, Wm. B. Preston, called on all the women in the Church in the various 
wards of the city to send as many loaves of bread as they could possibly 
sipare, to the Bishops of their respective wards, that the same might be sent 
to the Pesiding Bishop's oflSce, from where it would be conveyed to the depot 
to be loaded on the supply train for San Francisco. Everyone responded, and 
thousands of loaves of bread -were at once raised to feed the starving people 
on the coast. Our Tabernacle Choir raised a liberal fund among its men^rs, 
and also from its treasury, which was sent to the people and cities, among whom 
they had spent many pleasurable times on their various tours to California. 
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It is estimated that the loss of property will aggregate three hundred 
million diollars, in? wiucfa alonost every property owner Vill share heavily. Three 
hundred thousand people are left hovneless, and most of these without a dollar. 
TTiey lost everything in the awful calamity. The parks, and squares, and raoe 
tracks are now occupied by thousands of homeless men» women and children, 
mo©t of whom are compelled to sleep in the open, the supply of tents being 
suflBcient to accommodate but a smaU per cent, of the needy. 

The appalling loss of life, and the intense suffering and privations of the 
unfortunate thousands defy description. We caa not even fatntly imagine the 
horrors of this awful calamity. And coming so soon after the Vesuvius 
ca^tofiitrop^e, wherein hundreds of laves were lost, an^ untold millions ci 
property were destroyed by the eruption of the volcano, our minds are naturally 
led to reflect upon the prophetic words of Holy Writ. And we remember, too, 
in this cofmection, the wars and preparation for war in different parts of the 
world. Nor do we forget the floods that have devastated the land in different 
parta All tbese things occupy our minds vrhen we read the words of Christ to 
His disciples, "And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that ye be 
not troubled, for all these thdngs must come, but the end is not yet. For nation 
shall rise against nation^ and kingdom againsrt kingdom ; and there shall be 
famines and .pe^ilence, and earthquakes in divers places. AU these are the 
beginoiiiig of sorrows.*' He speaks also of the hatred that shall exist against 
His people by all nations; of their persecutions, and afflictions; also of the false 
' prophets whose words shall deceive many. Finally, He adds: "And this 
Gospel of the Kingdon^ shall be preached in all the world as a witness unto 
nil nations, and then shall the end come." ♦ ♦ ♦ ''Immediately after the 
tnbulation of those days shall the sun be darkened^ and the moon shall not 
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and' the powers of heaven 
shall be shaken. And then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven ; 
an(^ then shaW all of the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the 
Son of (Man comdng in the clouds of heaven ^ith power and great glorj*. And 
He shall send His angels with a great sound of a truanx>et, and they shail 
gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other. Now learn a parable of the fig tree. When bis branches is yet tender, 
and putting forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh. So likewise ye, when ye 
shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors." 

Of course, the great event of the coming of Christ may yet be far in the 
future, but these calamities arrest our attention and compel us to reflect upon 
ihem in the light of the predictions which fit their case. At all events, as 
Latter-day Saints, we should all attach at least enough importance to these things 
lo stir us to our duties, tbat our lives may be worthy at any time to meet our 
Redeemer, whether it be -in the realms beyond, or in the tabernacles of the 
flesh. 



USE YOUR MAPS. 



Much trouble about your mail and express will be avoided if you will use 
your maps. In the front you will find an alphabetical list of all towns and 
ntiea in the state with the county given. If the town has an express or a 
money order office, or a telegraph station it is so indicated by a certain mark; 
OP if the postoffice is discontintied it is stated and the name of the mailing 
]>oint given. You will find an explanation of all reference marks used on the 
fly leaf of the map. You should familiarize yourselves with them, so that in 
making out your reports, or sending orders, you wiM make no mistake as to 
there being an office at the place you designate. You should state on your 
orders whether there is an express office or not, and we can then use our dis- 
cretion in sending the goods by mail or express, and you should, on failing to find 
your goods at one place, cali at the other. Unless, too, you are absolutely 
positive of the spelling, you should go to your map and be sure to get it cor- 
rect, and then write it so legibly that no letters can possibly be mistaken. Time 
can not be taken to look up the addresses you give — remember there are two 
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hundred of them — and if they are wrong you must suffer the loss and diskp* 
pointment in misdng your mail. To be able to locate a point on the map is 
uo reason that there is either an express or a postoffice there. These facts can be 
ascertained only by referring to the list of towns and cities and paying strict 
attention to the reference marks. In a word, use your maps in sending in 
cTery pei>ort and every order ; be positive of the existence of the oflSce, and 
state if there is an expi^ess office; do not guess at the spelling, and write every 
letter distanctly. Paste this in your *'ElderB' Reference" and marfe it No. 57. 



THE ELDERS SAFE IN SAN FRANCISCO. 

President Joseph F. fimitfr received the following wire from President Joseph 
£. Robinson, of the Oalifomia Mission : 

'•Lives of members and Elders safe. Mission house burned. Loss nominal. 
Elders en route to the Pacific with us." From the latest reports, there were no 
Utahns in the catastrophe. 

Our readers will remember that our Elders were spared also In the Gal- 
veston flood. Theirs was the only house standing for a great distance around, 
and the wtiters several feet deep surrounded it, but it did not give way and our 
Elders escaped unharmed. 

Then on one of the Hawaiian islands a few months ago, the ocean swept 
the land, destroying life and property. Our brethren were there in the sub- 
merged district, but there escaped, marvelously it semed, with their lives. At 
Meridian, Miss., a ^ort time ago, the brethren laboring there, just left the res- 
taurant a minute before the cyclone struck the city demolishing the building they 
had just left, together with thousands of dollars worth of property. Several lives 
here were lost, but our Elders and iSaints were spared. 

And now comes the San Francisco calamity and our brethren and Saints 
are saved again. We may not always be thus favored by the Lord, but we 
ought to rejoice in His great blessings in our behalf which we have so far enjoyed. 



APRIL REVIEW. 



Alabama — ^The Elders are now moving northxi-wrd for their summer^ 
work. On the 3d Elders W. H. Freeman and W. H. Wiser arrived in the Con- 
feren<!e. Elders Freeman Pace and A. H. Taggart have been called to labor in 
Mobile with EMder R. E. Baxter. On the 6th, Pres. Jacob A. Patoo, together 
with Elders Freeman and Wiser, started to Laurel Hill, Fla., where they met 
Elder Fawke«, who became the companion of Elder Wiser. Theee two brethren 
were then sent into Limestone and Lauderdale Counties, where they will labor 
for tike summer. President Paton an<) Elder Freetman went to Bdrmingham to 
make arrangements foi- city work. The Conference will no doubt have a perma- 
nent address there for some time. Ten baptisms haye been performed, and the 
pvoKpt»cts ore promising for many additions to the fold within a ^ort time. 
The Elders are all enjoying the best of health. 

ViXiGiNiA — The latter x^rt of March was visited with very unfavorable 
weather, but the Elders kept their posts just the same, and as a result th^r 
reports continui-d to improve. EJders M. P. Cosby and Joseph T. Moore, while 
laboring in Southampton County, a district where considerable pi'ejudice has 
existed in the past, rv.{to,c that they have met with encouraging success. Dur- 
ing the week ending March 22, they sold twenty-three booka. Elders T. A. 
Stoi-y and D. E. Bishop say that in Halifax County, \^ere the Elders were 
driven out 8on<e tinie a^o, a different spirit now exiats, and the Elders are 
treated very kindly. The calls for visits from the Elders seem to increase every 
day. There is more visiting to be done than the Elders are able to attend- to. 
Both Saints and friends continually ask for visits, and it keeps the brethren 
on the go constantly nvponding to these calls. Elder Albert Hyde arrived 
in the Conferc^nce safely, and has commenced his labors in Southampton County 
with Elder Cosby. President Broadbent and Elder Joseph T. Moore have started 
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to travel in the country, visiting the Eltters and Saints. They went by way of 
Pike and Peters I iiris holding meetings at each place. Elder George A. Webb 
has been called to labor in Richmond. Elder Robert C Davis reached the 
Conferenoe in safety. He will be assigned a field of labor in the country. 
Grooci health pre veils aanong the Elders, and everything is working harmoniously 
together for the P-lvancement of the work. 

East Tkxkissee — During the past month the Elders have been greatly 
blessed with hv^alth, and have worked hard for the spread of truth. April 11th 
Elders Wm. S. Taylor and R. 'S. Bishop arrived from Zion. and were heartily 
welcomed to our Conference. Pour of the Elders, after receiving many refusals 
for entertainment, accepted of Uncle Sam's hospitality on the night of April 
12. arising next morning feeling much refreshed, and in humble supplication 
to God, thanked 'Him for the good night's rest enjoyed, and went on their way 
rejoicing. Elders Miller and Fillmore report having finished their canvass of 
Van Buren County, in which much good has been done and some few have 
accepted the Gospel during the -past winter. Elders Walker and Barker have 
concluded their work in Bledsoe County, and after a few days visiting Saints 
and friends, will commence work in another county. During the month one 
baptism has Ibeen performed and several more are expected soon, as three 
applications have already been made. Pres. Ford will enter Knoxville and 
open up the woric in that city. 

Kentucky — ^The month of 'March ended with rainy weather prevailing 
throu^iout the Conference, which hindered the work of the Elders to a great 
extent. On March 25 Elder R. J. Hunsaker went to Lee County to labor with 
Elder Jos. A. Young and Elder Jas. S. Webster, accon>panied by Pres. Geo. R. 
Crockett; traveled to Carter County, w^here they met Elders John H. Snow 
and Edward Koford. Elders J. S. Webster and Edward Kofard were appointed 
to labor together in Carter County. On March 29 Pres. Geo. E. Crockett 
received a notification of his release, and went immediately to Louisville to 
laibor with Elder Jas. A. Ohristensen, who has been appointed to be his suc- 
cessor. April 2 Elder Austin Watts left Louisville to laibor wdth Elder A. C. 
Sant in Spencer County. April 4 we were very pleased to have Elder Arnold 
R. Meaoham join our ranks. For the past four months Elder Meacham has 
been laboring in the Ohio Conference. On April 10 Elder David E. Boam left 
Louisville to labor with Elder Ernest Sheen, in Lincoln County, and Elder Arnold 
R. Meacham is now traveling with First Counselor John H. Snow, visiting 
the Elders of the Conference. April 12 Elder J. S. Webster was transferred to 
the Ohio Conference, where he will continue his labors. April 14 Elder Hyrum 
Allen was sent to Carter County to labor with Elder Koford. Two Boc^ of 
Mormon classes have been organized by the Louisville <Elders^ and are the 
means of doing a great deal of good. 'Street meeting have again been resumed 
in Louisville, and success is meeting the efforts of the Elders. On Aprii 18 
our ranks were enlarged by EMders (Marion P. Stinson and Duncan iStewart, who 
have just arrived from Zion. The weather is now very fayerable, and as a 
consequence the reports are looking much "better. 

Mississippi — At present the Elders of the Conference are all feeling well, 
both in spirit and body, with the exception of Elders Gubler and Rowley, who 
are suffering very muoh with the itch. Previous to the present date, Elder 
Kennington was bothered with rheumatism, but is better now. Elders Gourley, 
Burton, Powell, Jeppson and Hatch are all recovered from the itch; but Elder 
Jeppson has had an nttadc of m^lnri-^ and chills and fever, but he has been 
well cared for, and is about ready to resume his labors. Elders Gubler and Rowley 
report they were forced to sleep out one night in March, and the next morning 
they saw the purpose of the Lord in having them do so, for while they were 
in search of- something to eat. the next morning, they went to a gentlenran who 
was plowing some distance out in a field. They were well treated, and he 
accepted their message with gladness. Otherwise they would not have met him. 
On March 21) Elders Crump and Jepsen arrived at the Meridian office. During 
the past month there has been considerable rain, damaging the irailroad tracks 
and public bridges, which has hindered canvassing very much^ Ten bai^tisms 



Digitized by 



Google 



ELDERS' JOURNAL 325 

\Tere perfoi'med duriDg the month. Elders Smith and Liljenquist rei)ort being 
victorious in a lengthy discussion with a learned divine, and that they are 
having great SFuccess in their labors. On the 8th and 9th inst., several Elders 
met with Pres. Buchanan at MeritWan. All had an enjoyable time together, 
and on the 9th the Elders were all igiven their coonipanions, and assigned their 
counties for summer labor as follows : Elders Jenks and Williams are to labor 
in Pike County ; Elders Hopkins and Woolsey are to labor in Lincoln County ; 
Bldten* Smith and Jei)sen and to labor in EYankHn County ; Elders Leljenquist 
and Crump are to labor in Hancock County ; Elders Oubler and. Wignall axe to 
labor in Pearl River County ; Elders Powell and Rowley are to labor in Perry 
County ; Elders Jeppson and Gourley are to labor in Jasper County ; Elders 
Anderson and Hatch are to labor among Elders, Saints and friends; Elders 
Buchanan and Berry are to labor among Elders, Saints and friends. Elders 
Bakei, Kennin^on and Burton will labor in the city of Meridian. On the 
night of the 10th Elders Powell Wignall, Siljenquist and Crump w^ere com^jelled 
t.> sleep beneath the spreading wings of a sheltering oak. A Sunday School has 
been origanized at Millville, wMth the followimg officers : J. F. Ray, superin- 
t<^ndent; W. F. Ray and iS. B. Everett as his assistants; iSisters Martha Ray 
and W. C. Ray as teachers of second intermediate class; Sister S. B. Everett 
and Brother Clyde Ray as teachers of the primary class; Brother Walter Ray as 
s«?cretary, and Oscar Ray his assistant. The school is progressing nicely. 

Ohio — IJuinijr tho past month Elder H. R, Harrison and Pres. C. -S. Jones 
Lave been lionori bl;' released to return ho»me. Both of these Elders have been 
zealous workers for the cause, and their loss is felt keenly by their convpanions, 
and also by the Saints and friends. Tlie vacancy caused by the release of 
Pres. Jones has been filled by Elder J. M. Cummings. Elder A. R. Meacham 
has be«'n tian^fered to the Kentucky Conference, and Elder J. S. Webster has 
been trauf^fcrred from the Kentucky Conference to Ohio. April 3rd the fol- 
lowing Elders arrived here from Chattanooga : Ephraim F. (Marshall, Richard 
1^ Green, Myron E. Lance, and Fred Nielson. Country work has been opened 
up both in the northern ai*d southern parts of the state. The Elders in the 
north are reiwrting good success, but those in the southern counties are having 
a hard time, on account of the prejudice and indiflference of the people in that 
parr of the State. The Cincinnati Elders have been having excellent success 
in their street meetings, holding four or five each week. ' Most of them were 
attended by larg'c crowds, and a great many tracts were distributed. The health 
o£ the Elders has been good, with the exception of Eldfe-r E. C. Moser, who has 
been suffering with a severe attack of chills and fever. The work in general is 
progressing, and we feel that a great deal of good is being accomplished. 

Florida — On March 20th the Saints of Jacksonville surprised the Elders 
who are Ict'oring in that city, at their little home on Highway Avenue. Those 
who fame to the social gathering brought with them dainties for the table, 
which made a bounteous s.pread. The evening was spent in talking of the Gospel 
and the events of the mistiion field connected with the labors of the Elders. 
Sister Drumiler, together with the Elders present, -made the evening one of 
great interest and profit to the kind-hearted Sainta who showed their good will 
toward the servants of the Lord. On the 25th Pres. J. B. Heaton and Elder 
D. A. 'I*iilwell returned to Jacksonville, after spending a most profitable trip 
among the Saints in Southwestern Florida, where they held several branch Con- 
ferences. They reported the members of the Church enjoying the 'Spirit of the 
Gcspel. On the afternoon of March 27th a farewell party was tendered Pres. 
Heaton by the Saints and Elders of Jacksonville. A very interesting program 
was given, after which a unique present in the sha^pe of a toilet case was given 
to him by tt.e little band of Saints and Elders. On April 10th a Young Ladies' 
Mutual Improvement Association was effected, with Sister Mary O. Drumiler 
as President, and Sisters Mary V. Colby and Ella G. Roberts as her first and 
second assistants. Sisters Berta Reimer as secretary, Elizabeth Whittamore as 
treasurer, Mubel C. Roberts as organist, and Georgia E. Cardell and >Sister 
Mitchell as class teachers. On tbe 14th Elders Nelson, and Judy arrived in 
Jacksonville from Bradford County, where they had found many investigators. 
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The Saints there were all feeling !n the betft of spirits. A Priesthood 
inoeting wa? held at Jaoks<mville on the loth, with the following Elders present : 
Pres. D. A. Tidwell, R. W. Snyder, S. E. Peterson, C. R. Drumiler, L. E. Nelson. 
W. A. Judy, ijepoy Pay, and August All red. An excellent spirit was enjoyed 
throughout, and many very valua4>le truths were given to those just starting 
in the work. Each Elder arose and bore his testinwny to the truthfulness of 
the woik, and expi^ssed himself wining to devote his time and talents to the 
ui,bui'ding of the great latter-day woi*. On the 16th Pres. Tidwell and Elder 
Ly m lefi for Blackshear, Georgia, where they will hold meetings with the 
Saints. 

MiDDLK Tennessee — Considerable rain has hindered the work of the Elders 
somewhat, but the month opened with promising weather and bright prospects 
for notivo and effective work. All the Elders were in the enjoyment of good 
health, except Elders Thos. A. Walton and A. O. Jackson^ both of wbom had 
been ajling: for some time, but who were improving rapidly. Elder Jackson was 
olinost instantly healed by the administration of the Elders. Another remarkable 
case of the manifestation of the power of God was in the instance of Brother 
Ben 'Sanders, of Charlotte. Brother Sanders was suffering from pneumonia and 
Wivs very low, when Elders A. O. Jackson and J. W. Gillanau called on him by 
his lequesl. They administered to him, and he began to improve from that 
very moment, and was nearly well when they left. Street meetings have been 
started in Neshville with great success. iSeveral Elders have had to sleep out, 
but none have suffered to any extent. Pres. Booker has started out through the 
country fo hold district meetings, and to visit the Saints. 

SoiTU Cabolina — The Elders are all reported in the best of health, and 
a 10 vigorously prosecuting their labors. They aire now beginning to move to the 
higher parts of :he State, in order to avoid the excessive heat of the summer. 
Elders Joshua Finlinson and J. L. Oman baptized two more honest souls in 
' CoIIcnton County, .uid Elders A. W. Archibald and A. M. Hammon have per- 
formed one bapilsni in Dorchester County. These, together with the seven 
baptized in Henry County by Elders Joseph Nielson and Robert G. Booth 
tot«l ten conversions in this Conference during the month of April. Pres. John 
H. Oibbs, together with Elders E. R. Siepert, W. A. Wells, and Nephi J. 
Wadh'v. held a Aery successful branch Conference at Foreston. A school house 
had been engaged for the occasion, and, writing to the office, Pres. Gibbs 
relates : **We held one of the best branch Conferences last Sunday, with Elders 
Si©i>ert, Wells, Wfldiey and myself, I have held since I have been on my 
ciission. We niei. at. Foreston, Clarwiton County. Elder R. R. Siepert and 
Elder Wells fnjriiged a school house to hold the Conference in, and we made ah 
arrangements to I«old our Conference. Sunday imoming, about nine o'clock, 
there were about tv»ePty-five men met at the school "house, as a mOb, and forbid 
UP from preaching there. I had a talk with them, to find their reasons. They 

said they had no use for our d d doctrine, and ordered us to get away from 

there d -d quick. So I bid them good bye, and imvited them to one of our 

Saint's homes, Ben (Strikes, and we held three of as good meetings as I have 
been to since on my mission. We did enjoy the power of God in our meetings. 
Ther?* were some of mob who came to hear us, aH three (meetings, and every- 
thing went off fine. The leader of the mob was one of our Saints that had 
beon to Colorado, and came baxk and apostized. It is good to have opposition 
sometimes; it makes us stronger in the faith. There were between seventy-five 
and one hundred at all our meetings." The Sunday SchooJ at Wando, Berkley 
County, was visited by Elders Archibald and Hammond, and found to be in a 
vfry good condition. These two brethren are now visiting through the lower 
counties, endeavoring to find some of the lost Saints, and encouraging the 
scattered members of the flock. They will also make a special effort to get the 
JouBNAL into the homea of all tbe Saints. A hall has been* rented in Columbia, 
1438 ^4 Main Street, by the Elders and Saints, in which meetings and <Sunday 
Sciiool are conducted. A hall has also been rented in Charleston, the encour- 
jigement for successful meetings being sufficient to justify this movement. The 
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Elders are laborinir energetically and faithfuHy for the advancement of the 
work in that part of the mission, and the prospects are very hriierht. 

Geoboia — The EMders are all engoyin^: the best of health, and all are gettincr 
down to good, hard work, now that the spring weather is here. Elders L. W. 
Ogden and Moroni Winterton iiave been selected to travel among the Sadnts. 
They will hold district and cottage meetings, and encourage the Saints in their 
duties and labors. They will visit all Ihe counties wherein there are any mem- 
bers of the Church, and together, with their words of encouragement, they will 
add a few pointed facts about the Journal.. They will try to get every member 
of the Church to see the necessity of taking the Journal, so that if the are 
not visited by the Elders, they will still have the little semi-monthly measenger 
of truth visiting their homes. Elders M. T. Harmon and C E. Walker will also 
make the Journal a speciaA feature of their labors. 



ARRIVALS. 



The following Elders arrived in Chattanooga Sunday, April 15: Clarence 
E. Allred, Lehi. Utah ; John Hyrum Clartt, Liberty. Utah ; Hyrum W. Crockett, 
Pima, Arizona; Robert C. Davis, Cherry Creek, Idbho; David Felshaw, Bryce, 
Arizona ; LaRoy Hopkins, Joseph, Utah ; Charles E. Jones, Byron, Wyoming ; 
William R. Lewis, Lewiston, Utah; William R. Messick, Basalt, Idaho; James 
M. Moody, Thatcfher, Arizona; Copias N. 'Motes, Central, Arizona; Leonard 
Moncur, Lovell, Wyoming; Joseph E. Neilson, Bluflt, Utah; Duncan iStewart, 
Meadow, Utah; Marion Porter Stinson, Pima, Arizona; David Egan, Byron, 
Wyoming, and Ellis Merkley, Vernal, Utah. 



APPOINTMENTS. 



Elders Hyrum W. Crockett, James M. Moody, David Felshaw and Leonard 
Moncur were appointed to labor in the GJeorgia Conference. 

Elders Duncan Stewart and Marion P. Stdnson were appointed to labor in 
the Kentucky Conference. 

Elders Clarence E. Allred, John H. Clark, Charles E. Jones and Joseph E. 
Nielson were appointed to labor in the North Carolina Conference. 

Elders LaRoy Hopkins, William R. Lewis, Copias N. Motes and William R. 
Messick were appointed to labor in the South Carolina Conference. 

Elders Robert C Davis and David Egan were appointed to labor in the 
Virginia Conference. 

EUder Ellis Merkley was appointed to labor in the Ohio Conference. 



RELEASES. 



The followrnig Elders have been honorably reieased to return home: Elders 
R. L. Baxter and E. P. Moeer of the Ohio Conference, Elder James H. Wallis 
of the Mission Office and EUder Martin< Anderson of the (Mississippi Conference. 



"I think the Journal is a perfect gem and ought to be a welcome visitor in 
every home," writes Sister Isabella H. Putnam, of the South Carolina Conference. 



We thank Bro, W, S. Bradley, of the Alabama Conference, for the poetic 
tribute he paid us and the kind words he expressed for the Journal. 



"My wife said if she could not get the Journal, she would have to leave 
home,'' writes Brother J. H. Nelson, of the Alabama Conference. 



"I wish the Journal success in establishing truth and putting down error," 
writes Elder M. D. Bird of Mendon, Utah. 



"1 love the Journal and the cause it represents," writes Brother W. E. 
Honeycutt, of the Georgia Conference. 
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Re/wrt of Mission Cor^erenees for Two Weeks Ending April 20, 1906. 
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The follmvini? bofiuHful thoughts wei:? written by Elder James II. Wallis 
while oil the train en route home on April the 19th, to one of his coin{>anions 
at the Headquarters. We secured the addressee's permission to use thean in the 
Journal, and suixmit tjiem to our readers, feellnjj that they will appreciate 
their beauty, and also recopn'ize their app.oi>riateness for this number. We 
humbly a^k the writer's pardon for not consulting him in the matter and promise 
th«t we shall not be gfuilly of a similar act, unless it happens that others of liis 
writings of equal merit fall >\'ithin our reach. — Acting Editor. 



Our burdens are heavy, we both have no 

doubt. 
Yet others have loads they must carry 
about: 

And they are not whininjf. 
Some people are glad if but half of the 

way 
Lies out of the shadow^ or part of the day 
They see the sun shining. 

I know you are lonely, but other hearts 

ache 
And bravely refuse to be bitter or break 

Because of life's sorrow. 
They think of the joy in the land far 

away. 
And hasten the slow passing hours of 
today 

With hopes of tomorrow. 



This funny old world is a mirror, you 

know ; 
Turn its way with a sneer or face of a 

foe 

And you will see trouble; 
But meet it with laughter and looks full 

of cheer. 
And back will come sunshine and love, 

true and dear. 

Our blessings to double. 

All pathways are open to those who are 

glad: 
Too oft we lack courage; too oft we are 

sad; 

Those near us need cheering. 
So sing with your burden, the way is not 

long. 
And if you look upward your heart will 

grow strong, 

And skies will be clearing. 



SrUBOILL.- 

aged (H years. 



DIED. 

-At Morehead, K>., of malarial fever. Sister Mary E. Sturgill, 
Deceased had been a faithful Latter-diy Saint for eight j*ears. 



edited and fubu8hbd by 

Eldeb Ben. E. Ricu, of the Southebn States Mission, 

chattanooga, tsnn. 
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When a man begins to he an enemy to this workj he hunts me; he seeks to 
hill me, and never ceases to thirst for my blood. He gets the spirit of the devU 
— the same spirit that they had who crucified the Lord of Life — the same spirit 
that sins against the Holy Ghost, xou can not save such persons; you can not 
bring them to repentance; they make open war like the devih and awful is the 
consequence. — Joseph Smith, the Prophet, April 6, 1844. 



Vol. III. May 15, 1906. No. 18. 



TRAITORS. 

The traitor is the moral cannibal. vHe feasts on the mental worth, the 
social reputation, the political welfare and the earthly life of his trusting and 
betrayed frtend. He is the human serpent, which nurses and revives at the firo 
of charity, and then darts his strengthened venom at the bosom of his benefactor. 
What the grub is to the heart of the oak, the gnawing rats to the ship's timbers, 
the flaw to the diamond, the poisonous asp to the sheltering flower — all that, aye, 
and more, is the traitor to mankind. No cause is so sacred, no being is so ex- 
alted as to be free from the pollution of bis betraying touch. Even the celestial 
legions had their arch-traitor. Earth, from the day of EJden, has never been free 
from his treacherous kiss. Since the hour when man first learned to owe alle- 
giance to his fellow-man, profane, rebellious betrayers have worked their insidious 
way, like devastating worms, through all the pillars upholdling holy men and 
noble causes. The traitor is the worst of all thieves; for he steals sacred free- 
dom from his trusting associates. The traitor is the worst of all murderers; for 
he plunges the assassin's knife into the back of his believing friend. 

Two soldiers are standing at the picket post — in the dark night, the silent forest. 
They are sworn and trusted comrades. The army of the foe surges around them, 
and they know that ghastly death is grinning around them from every glade 
which opens from the dark center to the blacker depths beyond, and whispering 
to them upon every wind that stirs the odorous branches. But they fear no 
blow from a foeman's shaft — that noble death is but the chance of war. Secure 
in mutual confidence they tremble not. They speak of country, home; of wives 
and little prattling baizes. And yet, while the words of soft, pathetic love are on 
the lips of one, the other phinge^? a traitorous knife, hilt deep, into a friendly, 
loyal heart. J^d then the assassin sweeps like the shadow of a lost soul over 
the face of the betrayed sentinel ; he creeps across the tender moss and between 
the trunks of mighty trees — everywhere leaving the crimson, accusing stain — until 
he reaches a distant camp fire; and at tbe feet of the waiting enemy he lays 
down his reeking knife and takes his purse of gold. This is the traitor. And 
when the moon comes up, stealing amidst the rustling leaves, he looks upon the 
cold, wbite face of a betrayed friend, whose last word was of confident love told 
to the ear of a hired assassin. 

Two men are joined in a patriotic cause. To the maintenance of the principle 
of just freedom they pledge their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor. 
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History will call the men who are true to tbSs cause loyal and brave. The tyrant 
whom they seek to overthrow calls them conspirators. TWiey meet in a darkened 
room, with curtains closely draw?. (Soft mate hush the found of the firm footfall. 
Stern voices, more used to the vast circumference of the field or the resonant 
heights of the forum, are stilled to a woman's whisper. These two men are 
meeting to sign fmd yield to each other, for distant comrades, the pledge of mu- 
tual fidelity. The one who is master of the house places his guest at a table and 
spreads before him for final execution the plans of insunrection, the list of friends 
and confederates, the oaths of reciprocal fealty. As the visitor nitaches his name 
to the solemn instrument he si,(hs and says: **Oh, trusted friend! 1 y^d to 
this cause not only my Hfe, my fortune and my sacred honor ; but I pledge to it 
and to the integrity of you and our allies my sweet wife and my only son — ^both 
at Once my present pride and future joy!" 

While the words are uttered the bold and noble hand traces its way in affirm- 
atory signature across parchment and paper. Scarcely has the thrilling whisper 
of the patriot ceased to agitate the damask curtains, when the hangings are 
parted by the vulture hand of the other conspirator, and between their open folds 
steal the soldiers of the tyrant. These warlike hands grasp the shoulders of the 
patriot; and as they drag him forth to dungeon and to death, the betraying host 
cries : "Bind him fast, lest he should escape and slay me !" The coward, muffled 
in a cloak, soon steals from the somber chamber to the palace of the minister and 
lays before that waiting officer hiis: trophies of broken plans and fatal lists. He 
gets in return Ms patent of rank, his gift of conifiscated estates, his pledge of his 
personal security. This is the traitor. And when the sun of toe third day shall 
rise, its first pitying beams will fall upon the gory blodc, the black executioner, 
the basket with its dread burden, and the headless trunk of the patriot whose trust 
and hope had been in a false friend. 

n^> he continued.^ 



PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN AIR-CASTLES. 

The following article, and those that will follow it in succeeding issues of 
the? JouBNAL, is taken from a choice work presented by Apostle Heber J. <}rant 
to President Ben E. Rich, at Christmas. The author is William George Jordan. 

Living in an air-castle is about as profitable as owning half interest in a 
rainbow. It is no more nourishing than a dininer of twelve courses — eaten in 
a dream. Air-castles are built of golden moments of time, and their only value 
is in the raw material thus rendered valueless. 

The atmosphere of air-castlee is heavy and stupefying with the inoNMPe of 
vague hopes and phantom- ideals. In them mam lulls himself into dreaming 
inactivity with the songs of the mighty deeds he is going to do, the great influence 
he will some day have, the vast wealth that wiH be hisk, sometiine, somehow, some- 
where, in the rosy, sunlit days of the future. The architctural error about air- 
castles is that the owner buildls tliem downward from their gilded turrets in the 
clouidB, instead of upward from a solid, firm foundation of purpose and energy. 
This diet of mental lotus-leaves is a mental narcotic, not a stimulant. 

Ambition, when wedded to tirdess energy, is a great thing and a good thing, 
but in itself it amounts to little. Mam can not raise himself to higher things by 
what he would like to accomplish, but only by what he endeavors to accompli^. 
To be of value ambition must ever be made manifest in zeal, in deteimination, 
in energy consecrated to an ideal. If it be thus reinforced, thus combined, the 
thin air-castle melts into nothingness, and the individual stands on a new, 
strong foundation of solid rock, whereon, day by day and stone by stone, he 
•can rear a mighty material structure of life-work to last through time and 
eternity. 

The air-castle ever represents the work of an architect without a builder, 
il means plans never put into execution. They tell us that man is the architect 
of his own fortunes. But if he be merely architect he will make only an air- 
castle of his life; he should be architect and builder, too. 

living (in the future is living in an air castle. Tomorrow ie the grave 
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i9^eTB the dreamy oi tlie AcQamer, tbe toiler who tixUe i^ jm^ ImcM. ,l%ie 
man who aays be wiU lead a newer and better lil^ lyjiMWWii a>hi) prontiqan frreat 
thii)g0 fpr the future, and jet dpe» imjjIuiii^vJp tihe present to make tiiat fnturo 
fip^s^le, is MWug.in ap.awtfaBtle. tn nla axro«anoe he n ttttemptinir to petform 
« nimcle; iw 48 eeekinir to turn wiiter into wine, to hav^ hasrcet without seed- 
tiaXf to hAve an end without a l^eginTifing. 

If WQ would make our lives worthy of lus, errand and no^Mffv 9oHd and Isi- 
prefnable, we must forsake aiiHci^stslee of dreaming for atx^i^Mds of dplnc* 
Every man with ao ideal has a rigiit to live in the ^low apa uuipimtion ,of 
It, «nd to picture the Joy of attainment, aa the tired traveler fiHa his mind 
with the thought of the biightneaB of homev to quicken, hia flieps and to make 
the weary miles seem shorter; hut the woiker should never really worry abput 
the futu]:e, think little of it exceqH for ioepiratioo, to determiDe hia course, as 
mariners stnd|y the stars, to make his ^ans wisely, and to prepare for that 
future by makinip each separate day the best and truest that he caik 

(Let us Uve <up to the fullness of our possibiidties eaidi day. Man has only 
ons day of life— today. iHe did live yesterday, may Uve tiomorrow, but he has 
only today. 

The secret of true living — mental, phyncaJ and moral, material and spir- 
itual — may be expressed in five words: Live up to your portion^ This is 4he 
maffic formula that transfonnB adr-castOes into fortressea 

Men sometimes grow mellow and generous . in the thought of what they 
would do if great wealth came to them. "If I were a miiliouaire," they aay 
— aod they let the phrase melt sweetly in their mouths as though it were a 
caramel— "I would subsidize gendcMs; I would found a college; I would build 
a 9ceat hospital; I would erect modem tenements; I would show the world 
what real charity is." Oh, it is all so easy, so easy^ this vicarious benevolence, 
this spending of other people^s fortunes! Few of us, according to the latest 
statistics, have a million, but vre. all have something, some part of it Are 
we living up to our portion? Are we generous with what we have? 

The man who is selfish with one thousand i>ounds win not develop angeMc 
wings of generosity wben bis miUion comes. If the generous spdrrt be a reality 
with the individual, instead of an empty boast, he wiil, every hour, find oppor- 
tunity to make it manifest The radiation of Idmhiess needs not to be expressed 
in money at all. It nuiy be eftiown in a smdlte of human interest, a glow of 
sympathy, a word of fellowship with the sorrowing and struggling, and instinct- 
ive outstretching of a helping hand to one in need. 

No man living is so poor that he can not evidence his spirit of benevolence 
toward ius fellow man. It may assume that rare and wondrously beautiful 
phase of ^vine charity, in realizing how often a motive is misrepresented in 
the atct, how sin, sorrow, and suffering have warped and disguised Qatent good, 
in substituting a word of gentle tolerance for some cheep tioBel of shabby 
cynicism that pretends to be wit. If we are not rich enough to give **cold, 
bard" ca^ let us at least be too rich to give **cold, hard" words. Let us 
leave our air-castles of vague self -adulation for so wisely spending mdllions we 
have never seen, and rise to the dignity of living up to the full proportion of 
our x>06ses8ions, no matter how slight they may be. Let us fill the woi4d around 
us with love, brightness, sweetness, gentleness, helpfulness, oouiage and sym- 
pathy, as if they were the only legal tender and we were Monte Oristos with 
untold treasurers of such gold ever at our call. 

Let us cease saying "if I \«ere" and say ever **I am." Let us stop living 
in the subjunctive mood, and begin to live in the indicative. 

The one great defense of humanity against the charge of unfulfilled duties 
18 '%bck of time." The constant damoring for time would be pathetic were it 
not for the fact that most individuals throw away more of it than they use. 
Time is the only really valuable pomessdon of man, for without it every power 
within ham would cease to exist. Yet he recklessly squanders his great treasure 
fks if it were valuclesf. The v;ealth of the whole world could not buy one 
second of time. Yet society assassins dare to say in public that they have 
been ''killing time." The time fallacy has put more people into aSr^sstles 
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tbojk all other causes cotnlMned. Life is only time; eternity is only more time; 
immortality is merely man's right to live through unending time. 

••If I liad a libmry I wonld ready" is the weak point of some other t^iant 
of an fdr-oastle. If a man does not read the two or taree good books in his 
I>08session or accessible to hilm, he wouM not read the British Museum brought 
to his bedside, and the Britidh army delegated to oomtinual service in handing 
hdm books from the shelves. The time sacrificed to reading sensational' news- 
papenB might be consecrated to good reading, if the individual were willing 
merely to live up to has iwrtion of opportunity. 

^he man wbo longs tor some crisis in life vi^hereiin he may show mighty 
courage, w^ile he is expending no portion of that oourege in bearing bravely 
the petty trials, sorrows and disapinyinitments of daily life, is living in an air- 
castle. He is just a spairrow looking enviousdy at the mountain crags where 
the hardy eagle builds her nest, and dreaming of being a great bird Kke that, 
perbaps even daring in a patronizing way to criticize her method of flight, and 
to pkime himself with the medals he couild wm for flying if he only would. 
It is the day by day heroism that vitalizes all of a man's power in an emergency, 
that gives him confidence that when need comes he will and must be ready. 

The air-castle typifies any delusion or folly that makes man forsake real 
living for an idle, vague existence. Living in air-castles means that a man sees 
life in a wrong perspective. He permits his lower self to doaninate his hi^r 
se4f; he who should tower as a mighty conqueix>r over the human weakness, 
sdn and folly that threatens to destroy his better nature, binds upon his own 
wrists the manacles of habit that holds ihim a slaye. He loses the crown of 
bis kingship because he sells his royal biithright for temporary ease and com- 
fort and the shorwy things of the world, sacrificing so much that is best in 
him for mere wealth, success, position, or tftie plandits of tiie world. He for- 
sakes the throne of indiuidiuaility for the air-castle of delusion. 

The man who wraps himself in a Napoleonic cloak of his egotism, hypnotiz- 
img himseQf into believing (that he is superior to all other men, that the opera 
glasses of the universe are focused upon him, and tihat he treads the stage alone^ 
had better wake up. He is living in an air-castle. He who, like Narcissus,, 
falls in love with bis own reflection, and thinks iie has a monopoly of the great 
work of the worid, whose conceit rises from him like the smc^ from ihe magic 
bottle of t^e genii, and spread till it Shuts out and conceals the universe, is living 
in an air-castle. The man who believes tbat all humanity is united in conspiracy 
against him, who feels that his life is the hardest in ail the world, and lets 
the cares, sorrows and trials that come to us all eclipse the glorious sun of his 
hasppiness, darkening his eyes to his privileges and his blessings, is living in an 
air-castle. 

The woman who thinks that tihe most beautiful creature in the world is 
seen in her mirror, and who eschanges her queenly heritage of noble living 
for the shams, jealousies, follies, frivolities and pretenses of society, is living 
in an air-castle. 

The man who makes wealth his god instead of h.is servant, who is deter- 
mined to get rich, ricfh at any cost, and who is willing to sacrifice honesty, 
honor, loyalty, character, family — everything he should hold dear — for the sake 
of a mere stack of money bags, is, despite his robes of eimine only a richer 
pauper living in an air-castfle. 

The man of ultra conservatism, the victim of false content, wbo has no 
plans, no ideals, no aspirations beyond the dull round of dally duties in which 
he moves like a gold fish in a globe, is often vain enough to boast of his lack 
of progreeeiveness in cheap, shopworn' pbrases from those* whom he permits to 
do his thinking for him. He doe^t not realize that faitbfulness to duties^ in its 
highest sense, means the constant aiming at the performance of hi^er duties, 
living up, so far as can be, to the maximum of one's possitxilities, not resignedly 
plodding along at the minimmm. A piece of machinery will do this, but real 
men ever seek tx> rise to higher u^es. Such a man is living in an air-castle. 

With patronizing contempt he scorns the man of earnest, thoughtful purpose^ 
who Sees his goal far before him, but is witiing to pay any honest price to 
attain it-— content to work day by day unceasingly, through storm and stress^ 
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aod sunshine and sihadow, with. cmbUme coufidenoe that nafture is storini; up 
every stroke of his effort that, thoucb thnes often seem dairk and .progress but 
slight, resulttt nuist ooime it he haye but courage to fight bravely to <the end. 
This mam does not 9iive in> an air-castle; his ds but battling with destiny for 
the possession of his heritage, and is strengthened in character by his straggles, 
even though all that he desires may not be fully awarded him. 

The mao who permits regret for past misdeeds, or sorrow for lost oppor- 
tunities, to keep him from recreating a proud future from Ihe new days com- 
mitted to his care, is losing much of the glory of Hving. iHe is repudiating 
the manna of new life given each new day, merely because he mdsused the 
manna of years a^o. iHe is doubly unwise, because he has the wiisdom of past 
experience amd does not profit by it, merely becaxise of a tedinicality of useless^ 
moibid regret. . He is living in an adr-castle. 

The man who spends hiB time kumenting the fortune he once had, or the 
fame that has takeni its wfinged flight into obKvion, frittering away his golden 
hoursy erecting new monuments in the cemetery of his past achievements and 
his former greatness, making what he once was ever plead aipology for what he 
is, lives in an. air^oastle. To the world and to the individual a single egg of 
new hope and determination, with its wondrous potency of new life, is greater 
than a thousand nests full of the eggs of dead dreams or unreaiHzed aimhitions. 

Whatever keeps a man from Hving his best, truest and highest life now, 
in the indicative present, if it bi* something that he hfimself places as an ob- 
stacle in his own path of progress and development, is to him an air-castle. 

Some men Mve m the air-castle of indolemoe; others in. the air-castle ot 
dissipation, of pride, of avarice, of deception, of bigotry, of worry, of intemper- 
ance^ of injustice, of intolerance, of procrastdnation, of lying, of selfi^ness, or 
of some other mentaH or moral characteristic that withdraws them from the real 
duties and privileges of living. 

Let us find out what is the air-castle in which we, individually, spend most 
of our time, and we can then begin a re-creation of ourselves. The bondage of 
the aircastle must be fought nobly and untiringly. 

As man spends his hours and his days and his weeks in an adr-castle, he 
finds that ihe delicate gossamer-like strands and lines of the phantom structure 
gradually become less and less airy; they begin to grow firm and firmer, 
strengthening with the years, until, at last, solid wal'ls hem him in. Then he 
is stajrtled by the awiful realization that habit and habitancy have transformed 
his air-castles into a prison from which escape is diflScult And then he learns 
that the most deceptive and dangerous of all things is — the air-castle. 



THE CIGARETTE EVIL. 



The following ten minutes' lecture, the account of which appeared in the 
Chattanooga Times, was recently delivered here in Chattanooga before the High 
School students by Rev. O. R. Miller of Washington, D. C, field secretary and 
legislative superintendent of the National Temperance Society. His remarks bear 
directly upon that part of the Word of Wisdom v^idi teaches that "tobacco is 
not for the body, neither for the belly, and is not good for man, but is an herb 
for bruises and all sick cattle, to be used with judgment and skill," and substan- 
tiates the revelation given to the Prophet Joseph Smith seventy-three years ago. 
It is valuable, therefore, both for its instruction and also for the supi>ort it gives 
to the position maintained by the modem Prophet of the Lord. 

(He gave three arguments against the use of cigarettes as follows: 

1. Cigarettes injure the mind. The poisonous drugs put into the cigarette 
tobacco and the cigarette wrappers make a boy dull, stupid, sleepy and dopey. 
The boy who uses cigarettes can not keep up with his class because his mind is 
so affected that he can not study or remember what he tries to study. Hence, he 
loses his interest in school, and sooner or later drops out. Many a boy has even 
been made insane by the use of cigarettes. They weaken his will power and 
stupefy his moral sense of right and wrong. 
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WEAKEN THE TttAiPt. 

2. Cigarettes injure the body. T^ey weaken the action of the h^art and 
make it beat feeble and irregular. A healthy heart h like a strong pump which 
ipumps the blood to every part of th^ body, and it beats with the regularity of a 
perfect docK. But when a boy begins to smoke cigarettes the strength and regu- 
larity of the heart's action is injured, and everything that injures the heart injures 
the wtiole oody, hence ought to be avoided. The United States government several 
years ago, when enlisting soldiers for service in the Spanish-American war, found 
that most of the young men who were rejected were victims of the cigarette habit. 
Not one young man in ten who was an habitual spmoker of cigarettes had a sound 
heart, and tens of thousands of young men of our country failed to pass a satis- 
factory examiijiation and were rejected because of the cigarette habit. This fact 
alone ought to frighten away any Sensible young man from ever again putting 
into his mouth one of these "coffin nails." They have often been called coffin nails 
because they hasten a boy into his coffin, for the more cigarettes a boy smokes, 
the sooner will he get Into his coffin. 

INJURES SUCCESS IN LIFE. 

3. Cigarettes injure success in life. Business men everywhere are more and 
more refusing to employ a boy or young man who smokes cigarettes, as they render 
a boy incapable of performing the best service. So that a boy's chances of secur- 
ing a good x>osition when he gets through school are greatly reduced if he smokes 
cigarettes. The boy who does not smoke cigarettes will get a better position than 
the boy who does smoke. The young men who are climbing up the ladder of suc- 
cess are the young men who never smoke cigarettes. 

BOOSEVELT AGAINST CIGABBTTE8. 

President Roosevelt never smokes cigarettes, neither does he use tobacco ifl 
any form. All of the states have passed restrictive laws against the sale of 
cigarettes — ^most of them forbidding their sale to boys under sixteen years of 
age, and some states forbid their sale to boys under twenty-one years of age. It 
ought to forbid their sale to boys under ninety-one years of age. Five states 
have alsolutely prohibited the manufacture and sale of cigarettes to anybody, and 
every state ought to do likewise. Our society is pressing a national interstate 
anti-cigarette law before congress. 

In closing his address Rev. Mr. Miller urged the girls to frown on cigarette 
smoking, and said that a sensible girl, knowing the injury to a boy's mind, body 
and future success caused by cigarettes, should even refuse to walk on the street 
with a young man with a cigarette in his mouth. 



THE MISERIES OF A MEAN MAN. 

Sometimes I wonder what :i mean man thinks about when he goes to bed. 
When he turns out the light anti lies down. When the darkness closes in about 
him and he is alone and compelled to be honest with himself, and not a bright 
thought, no manly act, not a word of blessing, not a grateful look, comes to 
bless him again. Not a penny drops into the outstretched hand of poverty, nor 
the balm of a loving word dropped into an aching heart ; no sunbeam of encour- 
agement cast upon a struggling life ; the strong right hand of fellowship reached 
out to help some fallen man to his feet — when none of these things come to him 
as the "God bless you" of the departed day, how he mnst hate himself. How he 
must try to roU away from himeelf and sleep on the other side of the bed. 
When the only victory he can think of is some nuean victory, in wMch be has 
wronged a neighbor. No wonder he always sneers when he tries to smile. How 
pure and fair and good all the rest of the world mnst look to him, and how 
cheerless and dusty must his own path appear. Why. even one loiie isolated dct 
of meanness Is enoiigh to scatter cracker crunribs in the bed of the average men, 
and what must be the feelings of a man whose whole life is given up to mean 
acts? When there is so touch sufferdng find heartache and misery in the world, 
anyhow, why do you add one pound of wickedness or sadaeiess to the general 
burden? Don't be mean, my boy. — Selected. 
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Quite certain it was tihat, ib soma vmj^ J^kOk had gaUvn out oC tke 
si^ of the bed that monuDf . H^ fretted 4lea«,!iffie he had to put ob Mb old 
shoe^; he whined over his aaneec of oatmeal. Now. hj» old ahaaa were easier 
than his new ones» though leas shiny^ and^ thoii«^ he liked cieam better, he 
retished mUk, and as to the oatmealt he was fond of ttet^ tao; only it was not 
anokiny hot. His sister waited for him t« fisisli ^aa troublesome breakfast, 
and then she said: "Pleasa, Jack. wiR jo*. carry tWa- to the post office for me?" 

It was pteaaant to walk tf^- th^ office. Jack generally enjoyed meeting the 
other boys as he went; besides, he was interested to see whether the stores bad 
^ed np their wiodowa wifth fireecttdDesB^msd torpedoes and balloons and skyrockets 
for the coming Independence Day. But for all that, his sister felt quite 
melancholy to see what an afflhsted looking boy Ja<* was as he took the letter 
and marched off, dragging hia unwilling feet as though they weighed pounds.. 
"I'm always being sent with her letters," mourned the oppressed boy. It wao: 
just so when, later, his mother sent him on an errand for her. At that very 
house they always smiled on him and gave him seedcakes, but Jack grumbled^ 
^It's too cold to be doing errands, and I shall be late to dinner, I know I shall." 
80 he was, but the best morsels had been saved for him, and when he fretted 
because his pudding was burned a trifle on one side just through the care 
with which it had been kept for him, I think his mother was at last rather 
out of patience. "And it's the very kind I like the best," scolded Jack, finishing 
his pudding. 

"Ja<!k," said his mother, "I want you now to go right up to your room and 
put on every garment wrong-side out." Jack stared. He thought his mother 
must be out of her wite. "I mean it, Jack," she repeated gravely. And 
she did mean it. Jack had to mind. He had to turn his stockings, even; and 
when his mother came to him, there he stood — a forlorn and funny-looking boy, 
all linings and seams and ravelings — before the glass, wondering what his 
mother meant, but not quite clear in his conscience. "Now this," said his 
mother, turning him around, "is what you've been doing all day; you have been 
determined to make the worst of everything. In other words, you would turn 
everything wrong-side out. Do you really like your things this way so much. 
Jack?" "No, mamma," answered Jade, shamefacedly. "Oan't I turn them 
right?" "You may if you will remember this: There is a right and wrong side 
to whatever happens — I mean a pleasant part and a part you do not like as 
well ; and you must do as you prefer to with your clothes, w*.ar them right side 
out. Do not be so foolish any more, little man, as to persist in turning things 
wrong-side out.'* 



CONFERENCE ADDRESSES. 

Alabama — J. A. Paton, Birmingham, Alabama, 

East Tennessee — ^Hyrum C. Ford, 601 Vine Avenue, West, Knoxville, 
Tennessee. 

Florida — David A. Tidwell, 1707 Highway Avenue, or P. O. Box 793, 
Jacksonville, Florida. 

Georgia — ^W. H. Little, 1463 Estes Street, Augusta, Georgia. 

Kentucky — James A. Chrislensen, 733 Second (Street, or P. O. Box 554, 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

Mississippi — E. D. Buchanan, comer Twenty-ninth Avenue and Twentieth 
Street, or P. O. Box 162 'Meridian, Mississippi. 

Middle Tennessee — Wm. D. Bocker, 132 Sixth Avenue, or P. O. Box 122, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

North Carolina — Wm. A. Petty, Hampstead, Pender Co., North Carolina. 

Ohio — Julian M. Cummings, 154 East MoMicken Avenue, or P. O. Box 31, 
Station V, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

South Carolina — John H. Gibbs, 1109 Plain Street, or P. O. Box 276, 
Columbia, iSouth Carolina. 

Virginia — Sylvester Broadbent, 404 North Twelfth Street, or P. O. Box 427, 
Richmond, Virginia. 
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May 16, 1906. 


BKN E. ^ICH, Editor. 


J. 8TOKBS, Jr., AflSOcUte Editor. 



** Behold, they that have been sent to preach my Gospel among the conjcrreffa^ 
tions of the wicked: wherefore I give to them a commandment thus: *THOU 
SHALT NOT IDLE AWAY THY TIME/ 'M Doctrine and Covenants; 8ecti<»60. 
verse 13.) 



E D ITO RIAL. 



MAKE THE RULE MEASURE BOTH WAYS. 

. The other evening at the Catholic cathedral in Chattanooga Father Healy 
apoke in defense of the Catholic doctrine of confession and forgiveness of sins. 
He based hi^ remarks on the words found in the 20th chapter of John, 2l8t, 22d 
and 23d verses, which in the King James translation reach: "Then Jesus said 
unto them again, Peace be unto you : as my Father hath sent me, even so send I 
you. And when ho had said this, he breathed on them and said unto them. 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost. Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted untd 
them; and whose soever sins ye retain they are retained." The speaker argued 
that if the human language meant anything, the words of the Savior to His 
apostles upon this occasion meant exactly what they said, and gave them power to 
forgive sins. He further argued that this power waa like unto the ordinance 
of baptism and the preaching of the Gospel, which did not die with the apostles^ 
but remained with them for all time. 

It was a very interesting discourse, and we have no desire to contradict any^ 
thing the speaker said concerning this power given by Jesus to men holding the 
holy apostleship, because the power of the apostleship today carries with it all 
the authority that it possessed in the days of the Master. -This power remained 
with the Church anciently just so long. as the apostleship was with them, but no 
longer. 

The power mentioned by the reverend father in his remarks belonged to the 
apostleship, and to no other Office in the Church. The gentleman's remarks upon 
this particular principle opens up a great line of thought concerning other doc- 
trines of the Church. If what he said concerning this one is true, what reasons 
are there for not applying the rule he lays down to other things which belong to 
the commandments of Jesus Christ? Jesus based His entire work of salvation 
upon the platform of modem revelation. He set in the Church living prophetes of 
God, and did not depend upon former-day revelation, coupled with dead prophets. 
Would our Catholic friends care to measure this idea with the same yard-stick 
by which they measure the first proposition mentioned? Jesus in sending His 
disciples out to preach, said they ^ould go without purse or scrip, and this com- 
mandment was just as great as any other commandment given by the Lord. In 
doing away with this principle, was the same yard-stidc used in measuring it out 
of existence? Jesus said that in preaching this Gospel, the side should be healed 
by the laying on of hands ; that devils should be cast out ; that the Saints should 
be blessed with visions, and should prophesy, and many other mighty blessings 
should follow those who believed. These were certainly great promises, and 
what more, they were literally fulfilled unto the Saints in the Churdi ancientlv. 
What kind of a yard-stick was used when the new Gospel was measured out to 
man, declaring that these blessings were not intended to remain in the Church? 
By the revelations of Jesus Christ the Apostle Paul declared that faith, repentance, 
baptism and the laying on of hands were the doctrines ot Christ ; and the Apostle 
John, by the same authority, declared that unless we would abide in the doctrines 
of Christ, we would not have God with us. The reverend father insisted that the 
other promises pertaining to the forgiveness of sins were not to die with the 
apostles, and were to remain in the church for all time ; then why not measure all 
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other doctrines of Christ by the same standard ? And we might ask. Why have the 
doctrkies of Christ been changed? Where will we find a revelation from God by 
ivhich these changes were authorized? We might go on ahd ask other similar ques- 
tions concerning almost all of the teachings of Jesus, and .ask why they have 
been changed, even to the name apostle, seventy, high pri^t, etc., but there will 
be time enough to consider other details when these simpler questions are answered. 

The Holy Book contains mighty promises pertaining to the. last days. Are we 
to look forward to a fulfilllment of them? Danial is adcnowledged by all Chris- 
tians as having been a prophet of Ood, and he solemnly declared that the great 
Qod of Heaven had made known that in the last days He would establish His 
kingdom upon the earth. His being unchangeable' and having once sent His only 
begotten Son to organize His Church and proclaim the plan of life and salvation, 
leads us to condude that He would not likely establish something entirely diifer- 
•ent in the last days, when He revealed His power, as spoken of by Daniel. Jesus 
CSirist himself promised that the same Grospel which He was preaching should 
be preached upon the earth as a witness just before the end of time. Men of all 
■Christian denominations, as well as Father Healy, will have to admit that from 
the days of the ancient apostles the Gospel began to be changed ; and it continued 
to undergo changes until today the system of Christianity no more resembles tiie 
original plan established by Jesus than white resembles black. 

How is the promise of Jesus to be fulfilled which declares that the original 
<jrospel should be preached as a witness just before the end of widcedness? If it 
has been swept from the earth, who is to bring it back? The angel who appeared 
to John on the i-^e of Paunos showed him, by vision, that some time in the future 
an angel would bring the everlasting Gospel back to the earth. We would like to 
ask : Did the angel speak the truth when he said this event would occur some time 
in the future? Is there a religious organization outside of the Church of Jesus 
Ohrist of L/atter-day Saints, who believes this event has taken place, or ever will 
take place? We believe it has been fulfilled and that the Ck>spel is again restored 
to the earth, and that it brought with it the Priesthood and the power of the holy 
apostleship; that this apostlesh>p is as powerful today as it ever was; and we 
would enjoy the privilege of measuring our statements witb the same yard-stick 
used by the gentleman who delivered such an entertaining discourse on the con- 
fession of sin as believed in by the Catholic Church. 



SYSTEMATIC STUDY FOR THE ELDERS. 

The Eilders in the office have each been assigned the work of finding all the 
scriptural imssages bearing on certain spedfied subjects of tbe Gospel for the 
purpose of profitable study. For example, the subject of baptism has been given 
to one. The topic is divided into the following headings: Alode, purpose or 
object, necessity, and proi>er subjects for baptism. All the scripture bearing on 
this subject is to be carefully selected and written down under the particular 
phase of the subject to which it applies. When all the matter has been col- 
lected — a week being given for each preparation — ^Brother Rich will carefully go 
over the data, dealing with each passage selected, discussing it fully. &ch week 
a new subject will be given until all the principles of the Gospel have been handled 
in this way. It is suggested that each pair of Elders in the Mission adopt this 
systematic study in their work. A new subject can be taken up each week, the 
passages of scripture collected, and the results submitted to their conference presi- 
•dents. who can go over the ground and correct any far-fetched ideas. If this work 
is taken up, it will not only be valuable for study, but it will be a good thing to 
ke^ the Eiders from walking twenty^ve or thirty miles a day during the hot 
summer months. In order that there might be system in this work, let the con- 
ference presidents direct the course of study with the Eiders of the various confer- 
•ences, giring them certain subjects, and plenty of time to devote to their study, 
just as has been done in the office bjL the Mission President. 



Did you clip the article "Use Your Maps" from the last number of the 
JouBNAL and paste it in your reference book? 
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ARE YOU OOINQ WEST? 

If 80. cheap dolotiist tickets can be purchased between September 15th antf 
October Slat. Send in your inquiries early, that you may have plenty of time for 
arrangements to h^ made for your tickets. You will save between ten and 
fifteen dollars by going under these rates. Address this office. Elders should not 
overlook sending in nam^s of x)eople wh6 are thinking of going west, on the cttrd» 
given them for this purpose. Always keep two or three on hand. We have theiBr 



^M>TICE. 

When yoa want your address chaaged for the Deaeret News, Juvenile In- 
slroctor or Improvement Era please write direct to them, telling what you want. 
It will be better for you to do this, because you will get the change made mndi 
soooer ttan if joa send here firsi. 



A CASE OF ItEAUNa 

iSister €. R. Rowland ef GhaUt Level, Ya., writes as follows: 
*'Six weeks ago I was taken with the most violent pain in my liBibs, which 
the doctor pronounced nervous rkenmatiam and neuralgia. <Said he could only^ 
give me morphine for temporary reHef. t vetosted taking the morphine, fbr it 
seemed to make me worse. My arms were drawn in sudi a shape I could not 
use them flhd I was suffering dreadfully all the time. At seven o*(^o^ in the 
evening the Lord sents Elders D. E. Bishop and J. E. Story. They admiaifllered 
to me and I went off to sleep and rested good all night for the first nii^t in. tfasee 
weeks. My family, and some of my neighbors, can testify to the same. They 
seemed to be greatly surprised. I am well at this writing; as you see I can 
write with my arm, that I could not move. What a great blessing to be born into 
God*s kingdom so as to call down such blessings as we need. I have had several 
cases of healing in my family and I can testify to the world that the Gospel taught 
by the Latter-day Saints is the only true Gospel and that Joseph Smith was a 
true prophet of God." 



NOTES FROM THE FIELD. 

The accompanying paragraph is taken from a letter written by Elder Nephi 
J. Wadley, of South Carolina: "President Gibbs, together with Elders Archi- 
bald, Hammon and myself, visited the Berkley Sunday school on April 15th. 
Brother John T. Windham is superintendent and his own family are about all 
that attend it; still they meet every iSunday and go through with their lessons 
just the same as do the largest <Sunday schools in the Church. We think it 
might be patterned after by a great many> in the way the lessons are carried out. 
Each one has his lesson prepared thoroughly, and the outlines are followed to the* 
very letter. We were surprised at the way it was carried on, but were more- 
than pleased to see them striving to learn the Gospel truths, and thought it worthy 
of mention in the dear little Journal. 



A long and interesting letter from Elders O. P. Callister and George L» 
Wilcox relates their experience with two preachers at one of their conjoint meet- 
ings. One minister represented the Free Will Baptist .and the other the Mission- 
ary Baptist. The brethren attended the meeting ot the -ministers, the youngest 
of whom had just graduated from i religious school. This prieacher took occa- 
sioh to abuse the Elders and their faith, saying that Utah is corrupt, that the 
Mormon people are ignorant, that their religion is of the devil, and that their 
leaders ought to be in the penitentiary. The Elders tried to get a conversation 
with him and his fellow Christian teacher, but they were answered only with 
more abuse. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ELDERS' JOURNAL aS& 

We are in receipt of a nice letter from Eldef James A. Batemaiw who Isl- 
i>'or^ in Jilississippi some few years ago, in which he says: *'I was piftiaad to- 
receive a copy of the Euoicfis* JotJBNAL and a coin card. I was indeed plenotd 
With th^ contents of the Jouenal. It breathes a spirit which seems to be fonnA 
in tlie mission field alone. It reminded me of the days I spent in the dear old 
South. I lo^e the people of Mississippi, and have many friends there who wonld 
foe glad to hear from* me, so many, in fact, that I can't write to them all. My 
thoughts are with them, however, every day. I gave the copy of the Joubnal^ 
you sent to a fellow laborer at the smelter, and he desires to be a sub8(;Hber. I 
have the two volumes of the Southern Star, and they are very dear to me." 



Elder Joseph D. Burnett, who labored in Tennessee several years ago, has the 
following to say in a nice letter just received: **I remember 0<nce, Brother Ricli, 
you told us Elders that we would have a dream that we returned home without 
filling our missions and were met with a very cold reception by our folks. I had 
the dream, my compcmion had the dream, and every elder t>resent had it. Thifr 
was to warn us not to shirk our duties, and to let us know how we would feel if 
we did. The Elders' Journal is a beautiful little work. When I read the 
number of April 1st, I felt as though I would like to be back to the mission field 
to assist you in preaching the Gospel of truth aad peace." 



In an article entitled "We are thankful to be worthy to boeurd and shelter the 
'Mormons,' " Sister Sallie E. Branch of North Oarolina, replies to an attack mad^if 
upon her father in the "Sun" for entertaining the Elders. Hie article is well 
written and t>ossesses sufficient merit to make it worthy of publication, which 
would be done but for our limited space. We desire to thank her for her kind 
words for us and for her noble defense of the truth, and express our regrets that 
the Journal is not sufficiently large to admit the whole of her able letter. 



We extract the following from a letter from Elder J. A. Humphries of Virgin, 
Utah : "I am sending you herewith thirteen subscribers to the Journal. Elder 
B. B. Bradi^aw and I went up the river and held a few successful meetings, and 
while there we canvassed for the Journal, with this result. I find many of the 
Saints here are taking it, and much good is being done." Brother Humphries, 
the JbURNAL con^atulates and thanks you for your hearty support. Can other 
returned Elders break this record? It's a worthy contest. Try it. 



Sister Margaret Smoke of South Carolina worked up quite a little "blaze" 
in a spirited letter received recently. We enjoyed it very much. One paragraph 
reads: **Tliere is more Gospel in the little Journal than in all the ministers of 
this country, because their sermons are *money, money, money,' from beginning' 
to end. The Journal does us so much good, and keeps us in the line of our 
duties almost as much as a visit from the Elders. It answers in place of the 
Elders when we can't have them with us." 



Elders Alma C. Sant and David A. Penrod of the Kentucky Conference write 
the following account of a healing: "Sister L. H. Smith was troubled with a 
lump that was growing under her chin. It seemed to be something very serious. 
Sister iSmith desired that Elder Sant and myself should administer to her, which 
we did by the power of the holy priesthood. The lump has gradually disappeared. 
which is a testimony to herself and family and also to her friends of the goodness 
of the Lord towards her." 



Word oomes from Elders David E. Boam and Ernest Sheen, of Kentucky, 
that they have been holding meetings in a large meeting house well furnished. 
Meetings were held Saturday and .Suhday. The best of order prevailed, and the 
people were so taken up with the Elders and their remarks that some said they 
could stay and listen to 8u6h preaching all night. Before this event, for sev- 
eral diiys they had been treated with cold indifference, and a night before had 
slept in the woods. 
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BIders Booth and NelscMi of South Carolina write: "We have baptised 
two more honest souls into the fold of Christ. The work of the Lord in this part 
of the vineyard is progressing in spite of all the persecution which the evil one 
can bring against us. We are very successful holding meetings, and those who 
have been our bitterest persecutors are becoming friendly, and some of them have 
invited us to come and see them, while others come to our meetings regularly/' 



Elders Paris L. Fillmore and H. C Miller, who are laboring in the East 
Tennessee Conference, send us the followini; word: "We have just completed 
a thor<>ugh canvass of Van Buren county. We made friends and found majiy 
people interested. At one place we were privileged to bear our testimonies to 
large andiences who were assembled together to hear the sanctified preachers talk. 
The Journal is in the home of nearly every friend and Saint in the county." 



President Jacob A. Paton, W. H. Freeman and W. H. Wiser, all of the 
Alabama Conference, write that they were invited to attend a country party. 
Upon arriving at the place they were surprised by being asked to occupy the time 
preaching, which they did. They received an additional invitation to hold meet- 
ings in their school house, and after conducting two spirited meetings, four hon- 
est souls embraced the Gospel. This was in Santa Rosa county. 



"Last week we held four public meetings," say EUders A. W. Archibald and A 
M. Hammon of South Carolina. "We also attended a meeting at a Baptist 
church and asked to hold meeting in the building, but were refused; however, 
the preacher gave notice that we would hold meeting under the oaks after h«s 
services. Our meeting was well attended, fifty or sixty being present. We have 
met with good success in getting subscriptions to the Joubnal. 



Elders L. W. Ogden and Moroni Winterton, of the Georgia Conference, are 
visiting the Saints who have not been visited for a year or more. All the Saints 
will be glad to see them. Elders H. W. Crockett, David Felshaw, Leonard P. 
Moncur and James Moody, of this field, were assigned to their respective labors 
in the country. They all have good companions and are happy. Street meetings 
have been started in Augusta, and much good is being done. 



Writing from Greeley, Col., Elder W. LeRoy Nuttal says : "I have taken the 
Journal since the Colorado Mission met in conference last, and I certainly feel 
delighted with it, and take great pleasure in reading it. I know a great deal of 
good can be accomplished by getting this valuable paper among the people, and 
my prayers are that God will bless you and all your co-laborers in the good work." 
Elder Nuttall sent us a new subscription. 



"I have been a member of the Church nine years, and have never regretted the 
day I was baptized. I have always paid my tithes the best I could and I feel 
blessed in doing so. I am always pleased to have the Elders visit us and am 
never happier than when I can do something for them. We had Elders Henry 
Mills and Joseph Anderson with us Friday and had a very nice time," writes 
Sister Hattie Johnson of South Carolina. 



Elder C. F. Martin of Logan, Utah, sends us an order for the bound volume 
of Journal number two, and adds: "I am glad to note the improvement In the 
little x>aper. I read its pages with as much pleasure as when I was in the field, 
and I believe the time will come when the Elders' Journal will be sought after 
and prized by those fortunate enough to obtain a bound volume, as are the Times 
and (Seasons, or the Journal of Discourses." 



The following comes from Elders D. E. Bishop and Thomas A. Storey of 
Virginia: "We have been very successful in holding eight meetings. On Sunday,, 
the 15th, at 11 a.m. a multitude of nearly seventy-five people met on the creek 
bank at Nathalie, Virginia, to witness a baptism to be performed by the Mormon 
£}Iders, which was quite a curiosity for some. Elder D. E. Bishop conducted the 
services and performed the ordinance." 
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Hon. James E. Hart of Paris, Idaho, aoknowledfes our Invitation to 8iib6cribe> 
for the Eldebs' Journal and says lie has neither time, inclination nor ability to 
refute our reasons advanced as to why he should subscribe and therefore he sends 
the subscriiytion price and acknowledges the usefulness of our missionary paper^ 
with congratulations for the reading matter, both original and selected. 



Elder O. A. Wright of Ogden, Utah, sends in a subscription and says : "Two- 
weeks a^ Monday night I read to the EIlderB Quorum the article in the Jottbnal. 
on the Word of Wisdom, by the Patriarch Hyrum Smith. To say they all en- 
joyed it is expressing the truth mildly. One of the brethren suggested that we 
subscribe in a body and I am working to make his suggestion stick." 



President H. C. Ford and Elder Lyman J. Ball of the E)ast Tennessee Con- 
ference send in the following report: "This morning we were privileged to meet 
with the city board and chief of police of Knoxville, and were granted the right 
of selling bo<^ and distributing tracts in the city, also to hold meetings in a 
vacant lot, it being against a city ordinance to hold street services." 



"I arrived home on the 8th of April," says EHder C F. Weight, "and have 
been very busy since I came. I am very thankful I had the privilege of filling a 
mission in the Southern States, and I can truly say my labors have been a source 
of great pleasure to me. I had the pleasure of baptizing nine persons into the 
Church, and I believe they are all trying to do their duties." 



Writing from Lexington, Va., Elders B. Z. Taylor and H. E. Owens write : 
"Sunday, April 22, we held a meeting at the home of Brother W. J. Hartless of 
this city. Two persons applied for baptism after the meeting. The ordinance 
was performed the following Wednesday. Many people were present to witness 
the ceremony, which was the first ever performed in that place." 



The following few lines come from one of the Journal's friends. Miss 
Unomie South of North Carolina: "I wish to say that the little Journal is a 
very interesting little paper. I like to read its contents so much. I never read 
a more interesting paper. I am not a member of the Church, although my folks 
are, but I feel to say success to the Journal." 



We copy the following from a letter received from Mrs. Elizabeth Hines of 
Virginia : "I wish to say to you * I have received two copies of the Elders' 
Journal, which I have enjoyed reading very much, and I can truly say it is one 
of the finest little papers I have ever read. It does me a lot of good. It comes 
like a ray of sunshine on a cloudy day." 



Elder James S. Webster writes from Pactolus, Ky. : "On Sunday, April 8. 
Elder Edward Koford and myself had the pleasure of baptizing two honest-hearted 
people into the fold of Christ We held one meeting on the water's edge and 
explained the principle of baptism, after which we held a confirmation meeting 
at the home of Brother George Shelton. 



President W. A. Petty of the North Carolina Conference relates that he, 
together with five of the Elders, held a branch conference at Washington, Beaufort 
county. Five meetings were held and a good turnout was had. An abundance 
of the spirit of the Lord was enjoyed by the Elders and a good time was had by 
all in attendance. 



From a good letter written by Brother George Baird of Cupp, Tenn., we 
quote: "I do certainly love to read the good instructions the Journal gives. 
I am always anxious to see it come. It makes me know the Gospel is true. I 
would not give the saying of the Prophet on the first page for the price of the 
whole volume." 



"I am pleased and very much interested in the Journal and will give it all 
the support I can. No one appreciates it more than the Elders who have filled 
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missions In tlie South. Wh^n I read the experience? id tbe Mfifin fijf^ f^ainta 
my heart swells with joy and satisfaction/' writes Brother Q^ripe W* WilUa^jgv, 
Jr., of Arizona. 



Elder Leroy Baker, wrting txom Meridian, Miss.« Myy t|i|Lt Brotibier and 
Sister Horn of that city have rented a nioe house and have given the Elders 
lodging with them. **It does indeed seem good to have a h/)p^ with Q^r oyrn peo- 
ple/' he says, **aiid we have some ec^yable meetings in our new quarters.'* 



Elder James W. Grant writes that he arrived home safely. He is very bntj 
putting in a shearing plant which will begin activities in a day or 90. He is with 
Elder Elmer Kimber. They have had the privilege of preaching to the Emmett 
iSaints. They wish to be remembered to their friepds in tlve South. 



We get the following from a letter written by iSister ^hoda Watson Smyth, 
of Manti, Utah : "I send you three names for the Eu>W3' JouBNAi^ I am very 
much interested in your Journal.. .It takes me baok to my young days in ^Sngiand 
when we waited |or Sunday to come to get the Millennial Star." 



iSister H. L. Jackson says in a nice letter: **I want to say a few words 
for our little but mighty preacher, the Joubnal. It is almost as good as having a 
visit from the Elders, only we can't feel its hearty, warm handshake when we meet 
I wish it came twice a week instead of twice a month." 



Brother Berry Dodd writes from Pottsville, Ark. : **I am well delighted with 
the Joubnal. It contains such .good instructions and keeps us posted on the work 
of the Mission. It gives comfort to the hearts of the tSaints to read it and to 
know of the grand work done by the servants of the Ix)rd." 



From a letter written by Brother E. C. Phillips of Thatcher, Ariz., we quote : 
**W^e have examined your little mi^siooary paper with pleasure and profit and are 
well pleased with it. My wife showed it to her sister and got her to subscribe. 
You will find the dollar inclosed to pay for the same." 



Mr. A. R. Baker of Alabama writes a nice letter to the Joubnal» signing 
himself "Not a Mormon, but a friend to them," and says : **Tiie Joubnal has a 
hearty welcome at my house. I delight in reading its sweet pages, for it contains 
such good instructions." 



**I have been a member of the Church nine years," says Sister Mary B. 
Knight of Virginia, **and never have I doubted the truthfulness of the Gospel. I 
have been restored to health by the prayers of the humble Elders, and I have 
seen others healed." 



Sister Fredda S. Cotton writes from Mississippi : "I received the Joubnal 
yesterday, and after readinsr the poetry on the back page, I could not retire until 
I wrote you this letter." Her letter was filled with good thoughts and manifested 
a sweet spirit. 



Elder M. R. Fisher of Murray. Utah, sends in two subscribers to the Joubnal 
and says : **I enjoy reading the Joubnal very much. It would be a good thing 
to have in every home. I intend to send subscriptions to your valuable Joubnal 
every month." 



"Elder L. W. Hardy and I have been working St. John County all winter," 
writes Elder J. C. Farr of the Florida Conference, "and have made many friends. 
We have baptized two honest souls, and there are many good people investigating 
the Gospel." 



Elders Kassouth Dyal and A. A. Wilde send word from Kentucky that they 
have baptized Sister Eliza Webb, a lady who has been investigatiaig the Gospel for 
eleven years. Her husband is already a member of the Church. 
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From a letter received from fiister L. E. Pillicer of Florida we take the fol- 
lowiii«r : *'I know if the people would read the Journal they conldf not Mp know- 
ing that the Oospel is true. I am glad to loan my paper to all th«0e who will 
read it." 



•Sister B. Wilhemine Neff writes that she reads the Journal a« qttick as it 
•comes. *'I like the Journal very mndi/' she says, "and I shall try to get yon 
some subscribers." &he also bears a faithful and earnest testimony of the Gospel. 



Elder Osmer D. Flake of Snowflake, Ariz., sends us two new subscribers, and 
a liberal contribution to the Jacksonville church. He always asks to be remem- 
*bered to the Saints and friends in the Mississippi Conference, where he labored. 



In a letter of good will and kind feeling, Sister Mamie Sl^wart declares that 
she never puts the Journal down until she has finished it, and that she can't 
afford to be without it. She also has a g^od word for the Deseret News. 



Elder I. R. Pierce writes us a very nice letter in which he tells of the inter- 
-esting time he is having working in the different organizations of his ward. We 
are glad he stays in the harness, and wish him godspeed in his labors. 



Elder J. W. Mcintosh of «Marysville, Idaho, writes that he is more than 
pleased with the Journal. **It mentions so many good people from North Caro- 
lina, whoDQ I learned to love while I was there on a mission," he says. 

Elder Joseph H. Walton of the Georgia Conference testifies that he was healed 
by the power of the Lord from a recent attack of sickness. "Almost instantly," 
lie says, "I was relieved and was able to be up and about again." 



Elder H. Ashley Rands, writing from Richmond, Va., says: "The work in 
Richmond is progressing fine, and we are enjoying our work. We have com- 
menced to hold street meetings and have met with success so far." 



Elder E. Y. Moore writes from Moab, Utah, and says he arrived home safely. 
He sends greetings to all his friends and the Saints among whom he labored. 



"I can say that I love this little Journal better than any paper I ever saw." 
So ^Tites Brother W. H. Hardin of North Carolina. He sends us two new names. 



ARRIVALS. 

Elder C. A. Callis and wife, from Coalville, Utah, on May Ist. On the 6th, 
Elders George H. Shoell, Linden, Utah; A. B. Walton. Raymond, Alberta, Can., 
Arthur J. Kirkham, Lehi, Utah, and Elder J. D. Terrell, Sanderson, Fla. 



APPOINTMENTS. 

Elder C. A. Callis and wife to Jacksonville, Fla. ; Elders Geo. H. Shoell and 
A. B. Walton to Georgia, and Elder A. J. Kirkham to Virginia. Elder James 
A. Christensen is appointed to preside over the Kentucky Conference. Elder J. 
D. Terrell to Virgiinia. 



RELEASES. 

Elder George R. Crockett, Kentucky; Elders H. Lester Fox and Joseph H. 
Walton, Georgia; EUders H. E. Owens and E. Z. Taylor, Virginia; Elder Thos. 
'S. Johnson, E>Qst Tennessee ; Elder Martin Anderson, Mississippi ; Elder W. H. 
Smith, Ohio. 



TRANSFERS. 

Elder A. G. Burton, from 'Mississippi to Ohio. -Elder W. A. Hatch, from Mis- 
sissippi to Kentucky. Elder S. E. Peterson, from Florida to Ohio. Elder Loraine 
"Bagley, from Virginia to the Office. 
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PORE OLD DAD. 



Ye kin scarce pick up a paper 

An' its * 'poet's comer" greet, 
*Cept ye'll see er pirty poem 

'Bout the mother, saintly sweet; 
But j-e'll have a time a-sarchin' — 

Rj^es will be er-achin' bad 
Ere ye'll overtake er poem 

At this time for pore ole dad! 

No, it isn't willful in *em — 

Them that writ of mother dear — 
That thar's never notice taken 

Of her ole man settin^ near, 
No, it's never meant to slight him, 

But hit looks a little sad — 
All the bouquets made for mother, 

Not a bloom for pore old dad ! 



True, our mother watched ab&ve us 

Till her diear old eyes wud ache, 
But ole dad he humped to feed us 

Till his back would nearly break. 
Mother crooned above the cradle, 

Gave devotion, all she had ; 
Still, that wasn't any circus 

At this time for pore ole dad! 

Do not take one line from mother 

WTien ye write the soul-sweet song. 
But if thar's a word for father 

Now and then it won't be wrong. 
Pore ole soul ! He's bent and wrinkled^ 

An' I know 'twould make him glad 
If. while you are praisin' mother. 

Somethin's sed for pore ole dad! 

— Cincinnati Commercial Tribune. 



DIED. 

Watson — Martha Ward Watson, at Jacksonville, Fla., on the 26th of March. 
Sister Watson had been a faithful worker for the cause and had been very kind 
to the Elders. She rendered efficient service in the construction of the Church 
building at Jacksonville by aiding the Elders. 

Crosby — Jesse Eugene Crosby, at Greenville, S. C, on April 15. A«e sixteen 
years. Deceased was a good boy and had been a devoted member of the Church 
since his baptism in 1902. 



edited and fubushed bt 

Eldeb Ben. E. Rich, of the Southebn States Mission, 

chattanooga, tenn. 
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lish a message o€ love and peace t)bat would stpeoerthen and build up mankind. 
He showed the similarity between the life mission of Joseph Smith and that of 
Christ, the meek and lowly Nazarene. They both came on a mission of love, teach- 
ing men to love one another ; and both were tried before the tribunals of the land 
proven innocent of any offense, yet notm-ihtstandincr, each gave his Hfe's blood for 
the love he had for his fel'lowman. 

'The Chu-Pdi," he said, "was origan ized April 6, 1830, with mx memt)ers, and 
within one year the persistent efforts and courage of Joseph Smith and his fol- 
lowerera, had increased the numter to exceed a thousand. At the time of the 
organization of the Church of Jesus Ohrist of Latter-day Saints, the Sectarian 
Churches were all divided — ^fighting one another — ^but just as soon as this particular 
Church was organized, they all united and concentrated their efforts against the 
little handful of people. But nobwitihstandinig the hardships and persecution that 
was heaped upon them, they grew and increased day by day. They were finally 
obliged to leave New York oo account of the existing prejudice and persecution. 
So they traveled west and located at Kirtland, Ohio, where they built a beautiful 
city, and erected a tem/ple to Almig'hty God where they could wor&lhip Him in 
^irit and in peace. But Hhe hand of persecution 'folkywed them. The Christian 
ministers, professed men of Grod, claiming to teach His doctrine, "Love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself," continued to persecute them proclaiming against them both in the 
pulpit and through the press, amd finally the tide of public sentiment became so 
emibittered against them tiiat a mob foimed together and bodily expelled them 
from their homes and lands, driving them from that beautiful city which they them- 
selves had built. They traveled for m'iles and miles through wilderness and at last 
located at Far West, Missouri. Here they again built for themselves comfortable 
homea EHd the work of persecution stop? Ah, no ! when a message of love pro- 
claiming, "Peace on earth, good will to men," is sent forth to the nations, there is 
am enemy that arises to fight it, ancb to persecute (those who are messegers of it. 
It was not long before the ignorant clamor became so bitter that they were forced to 
flee again. Sick and weary, they wended their way into the wilderness by the light 
of their burning homes. What a si^t ! What a pity ! Has the human family ' 
no heart? Can we as free American citizens sit idly by and api^and the memory 
of such cruelty? These penniless, heart-strickea* fathers and mothers with weep- 
ing children, ragged and hungry, again sought a new refuge, locating at Nauvoo, 
111. Here they again established themselves and (became prosperous. But the hand 
of persecution was not yet appeased. The thirst of that righteous blood increased, 
and on the 27th day of June, 1844, the Prophet Joseph Smith and his brother, 
Patriarch Hyrum Smith, were murdered in cold blood at Carthage, 111., by an 
angry mob of demons who had painted their faces black. After the Prophet's 
death, the hard^ips of the Church fell upon Brigham Young, that man of strong 
dharacter and inconquerable courage. The death of the Prophet and Patriarch 
did not, however, quench the thirst for blood of the cruel mob, and in the dead of 
winter of 1846, the Saints were forced to leave their homes at the point of the 
bayonet, and travel fhrough snow and ice leaving blopd-stained footprints behind 
them." Mr. Meakin pictured to u« a few scenes of that pitiable exodus. *'"!Men 
and women, sick and starving, children barefooted and ragged, crying for bread, 
exposed to the inclement weather, wended their way into the unknown wilderness, 
impelled by the hope that somewhere among the peaks of the Rocky Mountains they 
could rest secure and worship their Maker according to their own desire." Here, 
Mr. Meakin made a comparison between Brigham Young and Columbus. The 
latter's words to his followers, while on the unknown sea, were, **iSail on, sail on, 
sail on !" the former's words while traveling through the unknown wilderness, 
were, **Come on, come on, come on!" At last, after untold hardships, and 
suffering, Brigham Young, with his little company of 143 men. 3 women, and 2 
children, reached the mouth of ESmmigration canyon, July 24. 1S47. Th'&y gazed 
over the valley, then a barren desert, and Brigham Young said: "Here is where 
we will make our home." Then the ocmpany of weary pMgrims assembled 
themselves and knelt down in a circle on mother earth and offered up their thanks 
and gratitude to God for His protecting care o\er them." 

**They immediately set to work planting crops, building homes, erecting school- 
houses and Ghurches ; and in a very short time they became a prosperous commu- 
nity of God-fearing people who had made the desert to "blossom as the rose." 
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Would to God that they could have forever retnained in that tranquil state of 
happiness ! They had no saloons, no pianos, no houses of infaony an4 vice ; but 
in their places were churches, schools, theatres and amusemecit hails, where they 
met together as bands of brothers and sisters to engage in innocent pleasure. 
While this was going on in the "Far West," our poor deluded Christian friends in 
the East were laying plans to send missionaries to christianize them. Vile reports 
were being circulated throughout the land by those wtio had been to Utah and par- 
taken of her hospitality. This they did to gain faTor and prominence among those 
wbo ignorantly belived their reports. Nothing seemed to be too low or mean for 
them to stoop to, to accomplish their purpose. (Bvery crime that was committed 
in the vicinity of Salt Lake City was laid to the **Monmons," as well as numerous 
imaginary ones. These reports continued to be circulated wkhout being refuted, 
until the mind of the nation has become poisoned against this peaceable, God- 
fearing people. But now this band of ignorance is bein^ broken and peoi^e are 
given the opportunity of seeing and knowing for themselves, the true condition in 
Utah, and the habits and customs of ithe **iMormons." 

Mr. Meakin denounced in the strongest tenas, the insults heaped upon them 
by Christian ministers and others who publish wilful lies about them, thus de- 
stroying the good name of our fair Staite. 

**That much harped-of question — polygajny — 'he says, is an old worn out "fad." 
It is righting itself in a natural way — the only humane way. The survivors of 
that principle are doing what e\'ery honorable man should do, providdng for his 
wives and children and giving them his name." (He says in fifteen years polygamy 
will be only a memory of the past. 

He spoke in highest terms of the educational system of Utah and stated that 
it stood second in the United States. For every child of school age there is $100 
invested. The school houses contain all the modem improvements and the teadiers 
employ the latest metihods. At the Educational E^thibit at St. Louis, Utah made a 
grand showing, surpassing many of her sister states by her display. 

With facts and figures to back him, Mr. Meakin demands that justice and fair- 
play be given Utah, and the "Mormons." ne asked the people to cease to look 
down upon the "Mormon" Elders that are sent among them, but to receive them 
into their homes because they have a message of love- to deliver to them. <He says 
that he has known them for thirty -six years and that he loves them because they 
are the cleanest, purest set of young men he ever met. 

The following Tuesday evening Mr. iMeakin entertained a large crowd of 
Saints and friends in a party given in his honor at /Sister E. Harrison's residence, 
by rendering a selection of beautiful poems. Refresfcments were served and the 
"Loving cup" was passed around, each person present giving a toast. 



THE THREE WITNESSES. 

THE TESTIMONY OP TIIKEB WITNESSES. 

Be it known unto all nations, kindreds, tonnes, and people unto whom this 
work shall come, that we, through rtJhe grace of God ihe Esther, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ, have seen the plates which contain this record, virhich is a record of 
the people of Nephi, and aJso of the LamADdtes, tiheir brethren, and also of t^e 
people of Jared, who came from the tdwer of which hath been spoken; and we 
also know that they ha^e been translated by the gift and power of God, for his 
voice hatih declared it unto us, wherefore we know of a surety that -the work is true. 
And we also testify that we have seen the engravings which are upon the plates ; 
and they have beeo shewn unto us by the power of God, and not of man. And 
we dedare with words of soberness, that an an^el of Grod cajme down from heaven, 
and he brougjbt and laid before our eyes, tihat we beheld and saw the plates» and 
the engravings thereon ; and we know that it is by the grace of God the Father, and 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that we beheld and bear record- that these things are true, 
and it is marvellous in our ej'es, meveiithelees the voice of the Lord commanded 
us tihat we should bear record of it, wiherefore, to be obedient untx> t^e command- 
ments of God, we bear teotdmony of these things. And -we know that if we are 
farthful in Christ, we shall rid our garments of the blood of all men, and be found 
spotless before the judgment-seat of Christ, and shall dwell with Him eternally in 
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the heaYena And the banoar be to tiie Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost, which is one God. Amen. 

Oliver Cowdery. 

David Whitmer. 

Martin Harris. 



Oliyeb Oowdebt was one of the three witnesses who was associated with the 
Prophet Joseph Smith in the translation of the Book of Mormon and the estab- 
lishment of the Caiurch. He wrote from the Prophet's dictation nearly the whole 
of the sacred record taken from the Hill Comorah. He beheld and handled the 
golden plates from which the translation was made as they were laid before his 
eyes by the angel of Qod; and although he was separated from the Church for 
a namber of years he never denied his testimony. While he was in Michigan, 
daring his separation from the body of the Church he was accused on one occa- 
sion of faithlessness to his testimony to the Book of Monnon, and was asked if he 
believed the book. He replied, "No, sir." 

"Very weii," continued the gentleman, "but your name is attached to it and 
yon dedare here (pointing to the book) that you saw an angel, and also the plates 
from which the book pui^ports to be translated, and now you say you don't be- 
lieve it. Which time did you tell the truth?" 

Oliver Oowdery, wanming up to the occasion, replied with emphasis : "ify 
name is atta<^d to that book, and what I there have said is true. I did see 
this. I know I saw it, and faith has nothing to do with it, as a perfect knowledge 
has swallowed up the faith which I had in the work, knowing, as I do, that it 
is true." 

Ten years after Oliver Oowdery left the Church he followed the Saints to 
Kanesville, now Council Bluffs, where they had been driven by moi>s, and asked 
to be taken back into the Church. He said he had sinned and desired to be 
r^nstated as a homble member of the body of Christ. He bore a faithful testi- 
mony to the Book of Mormon, and related the circumstances of his seeing the 
angel and handling the plates and being visited by the Apostle John, who con- 
ferred upon the Prophet Joseph and himself the Aaronic Pnesthood. He also told 
of the time when Peter, James and John laid their hands upon him and the 
Prophet, restoring the Melchisedek Priesthood. He came into the Church at this 
time, 1848, and remained faithful to the end of his life, his death occurring two 
years later. 

Elder Phfineas H. Young, who was with Oliver Cowdery when he died at Rich- 
DMMid, Missouri, says: "His last moments were s^nt in bearing testimony of the 
troth of the Gospel revealed through Joseph «Smith, and the power of the Holy 
Priesthood which he had received through his administrations." 



David Whitmeb, another of the three witnesses, lived until 1S8S. From 
1838 to the time of his death he was not a member of the Church, but he never 
denied bis testimony. Many of our brethren called on him during his life and 
heard him testify to the divinity of the Book of Mormon. 'Several of these wit- 
nesses are alive today. His descriptions of the minutest details surrounding the 
incident of the bringing forth of the Book of Mormon were always in harmony, 
and be always took great interest in relating the story of what he knew about 
the coming forth of that sacred record. 

At different times men tried to extract something from him contradicting 
his testimony, but they always failed. Three days before he died he called his 
family around him and told them that he soon must die. He said he wanted to 
bear his testimony to them before he passed away. Turning to his physician he 
said: "Dr. Bndianan, I want you to say whether or not! am in my right m^ind 
before I give my dying testimony." The doctor replied: "Yes, you are in your 
right mind^ for I have just had a conversation with you." Then for the last time 
in his life be repeated what he had so often said, that his testimony in the Book 
of Mormon is true. 
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The editor has in his (poseession an autograph album m which appears, so far 
aa known, David Whitmer's last written testimony. It is as follows : 
**My testimony in the Book of Mormon is troth. 

"David Whitmeb, Richmond^ Mo., April 6, 1884." 
He died at Richmond. 



Mabtin Habbis, the third of the three witnesses, died in the valleys of the 
Rockies. When the C/hnrch removed from the East to the Rocky Mountains, he 
remained in Kirtland, Ohio, and there he was visited by brethren on many occa- 
sions. Brother David B. Dillie, of Ogden, visited him there in 1853. At that 
time, in the course of conversation with this prominent Elder, he said he felt the 
spirit of Mormonism coming upon him, and that he would like to go to the west. 
But dt was not until the year 1870, when the late Elder E)dward (Stevenson went 
east and visited himi, that he came here with that Elder, according to his own de- 
rires. From the stand in the tabernacle at Salt Lake City he bore a faithful testi- 
mony to the truthfulness of the Book of Mormon. He moved to Clarkston, Cache 
County, Utah, where he died on July 10, 1875, a member of the Church. 



The Hill Comorah. This is the sacred place in which were concealed for 
fourteen hundred years the plates from which was translated the Book of Mormon. 
It was here that the Prophet Joseph made his yearly visit for four years, on which 
occasions he met the An^l Moroni, who taught him nuiny things concerning the 
great latter-day work. It is situated in Ontario county, New York. The plates 
were taken from the west side of the north end of the hill, a short distance from 
the top. The Nephitee called the hill Cumorah and the Jaredites gave it the 
name of Ramah. At the great final battle between the Nephites and the Lamanites 
two hundred and thirty thousand Nephites are said to have been slain. 



A LETTER FROM ENGLAND. 

We submit the following extract taken from a letter written by E^der Ben C. 
Rich to our Mission President who is laboring in Eihgland as a missionary. 
He is a nephew to EHder Ben E. Rich. The letter is very interesting and will 
be both entertaining and profitable to our readers. It is as follows: 

I note your kind words of counsel and advice, and heartily agree with you 
that one is never happier than when doing his duty in the Church of Christ. I 
realize the truth of your statement that I owe all I have and am to what the 
world calls "Mormonism," even my very existence. At no time in my life have I 
been so thankful for the Crospel of Jesus Christ, than since coming to this country 
and seeing what my grandparents left for the testimony of Jesus, and contrasting 
It with the blessings enjoyed by their posterity in the valleys of the mountains in 
western America. When I was at home I was not the most diligent of laborers in 
the Church, but now that I have had somewhat of an opportunity to compare 
the doctrines of the Latter-day Saints with those of professed Christians, the 
Gospel truths stand out so bright and so beautiful that I oft times wonder how 
I was so stupid as not to fully appreciate them before. I had to come out into 
the world to find out the real difference between the Church of God and the 
churches of men. 

One of the great testimonies to me of the difference between the way Christ 
said the Gospel was to be taught and the way it is promulgated by unauthorized 
men, is to see the would-be servants of God strut around, with a Bible under their 
arms and an "I am holier than thou" expression on their face, "having a form of 
godliness, but denying the manifestations of the Spirit. Only last Sunday I 
beard a prominent "reverend^' remark in his sermon that any man who says he 
has seen a vision in this day is a fit candidate for a lunatic asylum. I should 
have liked to have heard him attempt to harmonize this with the Bible, but I pre- 
sume he would have endeavored to get around it by the spiritualization process, as 
that is usually their method of treatment for passages not exactly to their liking. 

I join with you in hoping that you may have the opportunity of writing to the 
third generation of Ben Rich*s preaching the Gospel in England, and I sincerely 
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trust that I may have the honor of being the father of that third generation. Of 
coarse that is looking a long way ahead, inasmuch as at present I have no imme- 
diate prospects of a "i)etter half." 

We had a most enjoyable time at the conference of CJonference Presidents in 
Rotterdam, Holland, and were abundantly blessed with a rich outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit. 

President Grant it quite poorly at present with a very bad .old, and ban been 
in bed all djiy. We are all prajing that he will s^oon be well again. One tloes 
not have to live with President Grant very long to find out that he is in very 
deed a servant of God and is filled with the sp'ric of tlie Gospel. 

AVhile on the continent I visited Rotterdam, Amsterdam, 'Che Hapnie and 
Brussels, and had a very good time indeed. I have received the Elders* Jouk2«at 
Tepularly and wish to sincerely thank you for sending it. It is a little gem, and I 
thoroughly enjoy reading of how the Gospel is spreading in the Southern States, 
and of the blei<.«%ings of the Lord to His Dldcrs and Saints in that part of His 
vineyard. God bless the Ei-HERS' Journaf. and those connected ^vith it. 

. As you see from the Star from tiir»e to time, the work of the Lord is progiess- 
ing nicely in the British .Mission. Last month the Elders distribured over 300,000 
tracts, over 8,000 boooks and had 22,091 gosx>el conversations. Kresident Grant 
says it is the banner month since he took charge of the Mission. This makes us 
all happy here. 



TWO FAITHFUL MISSIONARIES DIE IN THE FIELD. 

"Sometime when all life's lessons have been learned. 

And the sun and moon forever more have set ; 
The things which our weak judgments here have spurned, 

The things o'er which we've grieved with lashes wet, 
Will flash before us out of life's dark night, 

As stars shine brightest in deepest tints of blue ; 
And we shall see that all God's plans were right. 

And how what seemed reproof was love most true." 



President Joseph F. Smith received a cablegram from Apostle Heber J. Grant 
at Liverpool, England, announcing the sad news of the death by smallpox of Eider 
Hugh Melvin Welker, whose residence is at Bennington, Bear Lake County, Idaho. 
Elder Welker was laboring in the Netherlands, having been assigned to that field 
in April of last year. He was a bright, energetic Elder, and stood high among 
his companions and acquaintances. He was the son of J. A. and Eva M. Madison 
Welker, of Bennington, Idaho, and was just past twenty years of age and unmarried. 



Another cablegram from Apostle Heber J. Grant, to President Joseph F. Smiti 
containing the sad intelligence of the death of one more missionary — Elder 
Abraham J. Golti, of Salt Lake Oity, was received May the 21st. Elder Gold was 
laboring in Holland, having been there since September, 1904. when he was taken 
sick with smallpox from which he died at Gronnigen, Netherlande. He was in his 
twenty-fourth year, studious, bright and energetic. His labors as a missionary 
were willingly and zealously discharged, and it is to be deeply regretted that his 
young life, so full of ambition, usefulness and hope 9houl<d have been so suddenly 
taken away. 



The attention of the Elders, and particularly the Elders of the South 
Carolina Conference, by reason of a special request of their Presidfnt, is called 
to article number 16 in the Elders' Reference. We ask them to read this para- 
graph carefully and profit by it. This does not mean th«t the Elders can not 
write accounts of interesting events to the Journal, in addition to the matter 
sent to the conference presidents. But if an account is sent to the Joubnal, 
is should also be sent to the conference president, and vice versa. 
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BEN B. RICH, Editor. J. STOKES, Jr., Associftte Editor. 

''Behold, they that have been sent to preach my Gospel among the conffreffa- 
tions of the wicked: wherefore I give to them a commandment thus: *THO[J 
SHALT NOT IDLE AWAY THY TIME.' "—(Doctrine and Covenants, section 60, 
verse 13.) 



EDITORIAL. 



GOD'S WORK VERSUS MAN'S WORK. 

The ^lethodist convention at Birmingham has adjourned, after attending to 
the regular role of business, which of course, included the appointment of a com- 
mittee to revise their creed and make such changes in *'their everlasting gospel" 
as is always necessary every two years. If it were not for the changeableness of 
men, perhaps it would be possible for them to create a faith that would live 
longer than two years; but as they desire an up-to-date religion, it becomes nec- 
essary to be everlastingly making such revisions as will answer the demands 
of changeable humanity. In the beginning God created man in His own image, 
in His own likeness, and endowed him with His attributes and acquainted him 
with such laws as would lead him tmck into His presence, but man forgot the 
liord and wandered far from Him, however, notwithstanding, God has remained 
the same, He is still unchangeable and everlasting. He sent His Son to the 
earth, and through Him gave us a perfect plan of life and salvation — (He called 
ir The Evcrlaating Oospel — ^planting in it the principles His Father told Him 
to plant, and giving it such officers as His Father told Him to give. Jesus said 
He came not to do His will, "but the will of His Father who sent Him, and 
when He left the earth He had organized a perfect church with all necessary 
laws and officers, laying down in simplicity the requirements by which man 
could enter into God's Kingdom. Through the influence of the other comforter 
which He gave His apostle3, after leaving them, He let it be known through 
Apostle Paul that if any man or even an angel from heaven should change the 
plan He instituted, the curse of God should rest upon him. 

It is said that nothing is impossible with God ; this of course means that 
no possible thing is impossible, with Him. We doubt very much if it would 
have been possible for Jesus to recognize His Everlasting Oospel had He been 
present at that Methodist convention ; and we naturally wonder what He 
would have to say to that committee appointed by the convention if He should 
step into their committee meeting about the time they get down to the business 
of revising their creed once again. God's works are everlasting, man's works come 
to an end. That is the difference between The Everlasting Oospel ot Jesus Christ 
and man-made religion. 

This is what Paul said concerning the officers Jesus set in the Church and 
how long God wanted them to remain : "He that descended is the same also 
that ascended far above all heavens, that He might fill all things. And He 
gave some apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some pastors 
and teachers; for the perfecting of the Saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ ; till we all come to a unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of (jod, unto a perfect man, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fullness of Christ ; that we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of 
men, and cunning craftiness whereby they lie in waite to deceive." — Bph. 4^:10-14. 
This is how the same apostle designated the doctrine of Christ : **Therefore leav- 
ing the principles of the doctrines of Christ, let us go on unto perfection, not 
laying again the foundations of repentence, from dead works, and of faith 
towards God. of the doctrines of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of the 
resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment." — Hebrews 0:1-2. This is the 
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warning of the Apostle John to those not heedinj? this doctrine: "Whosoever 
transgresseth and abideth not in the doctrines of Christ hath not God. He that 
abideth in the doctrines of Christ hath both the Father and the Son." — 2 John 9. 
And, as we said before, this is Paul's warning against a revision : I marvel that 
}€ are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto 
another Gospel, which is not another, but there be some that trouble you and 
would pervert the Gospel of Jesus tOhrist. But though we or an angel from 
heaven preach any other Gospel unto you than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed. And as we said before, so say I again, If any 
man preach any other Gospel unto you than that which ye have received, 
let him be accursed." — Galatians 1 :6-9. 

Don't charge us with lack of charity brother. It is not we, but the book 
you call the Word of God. 



BAPTIST CONVENTION. 



About four thousand members of the Southern Baptist delegates, mostly min- 
isters, held a convention here in Chattanooga during the week ending May 12th. 
Their committee on entertainment, stated through the public newspapers that they 
were taxed to the utmost to find Pccommodations for their delegates, cuid requested 
the townspeople of Chattanooga to prepare suitable places for them. We desired 
to entertain a few of the ministers, and thereby repay in a small way, some of 
the many kindnesses extended to our elders by memibers of the Baptist church 
throughout the South, and therefore we went into executive session here at the 
mission office to devise ways and means by doubling up and creating places for the 
accommodation of some of the Baptist visitors at our mission home. The follow- 
ing letter was accordingly written, and delivered to the committee in chafge by 
one of the office elders: 

Chattanooga, Tenn., May 10, 1906. 

To the Committee in Charge of Baptist Convention, City. 
Gentlemen : 

We have a double house, one-half of which, (No. 713 Fairview avenue) consists 
of double parlors, three bed rooms, and bath room, which we cheerfully place at 
your disposal, free of charge, for the benefit of your guests during your convention. 
The house will be ready on two hours notice, and we will take pleasure in pre- 
paring food for those whom you may care to send, which will also be free of charge. 
You may get the key upon application. 

Yours very truly, 

BEN E. RICH. 

We are sorry to say that our invitation did not bring us even one solitary 
member of the convention for breakfast, dinner or supper. Perhaps they came 
not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance, and therefore gave us what 
the westerner would call the "goby." 



WILL YOUR RULE WORK BOTH WAYS? 

''The evidence against the Standard Oil Company is largely supplied by men 
who used to be on the payrolls of that com^mny, but who were discharged for rea- 
sons that do not appear in the published proceedings. With the utmost unconcern 
these men tell the investigating committees, before whom they are summoned to 
testify, of the crimes they themselves committed wiiilert in the em^ploy of the 
Standard. How mucb confidence is to be imT)osed in this character of testimony? 
The 'Standard Oil Company may be bad, but the fact remains that if convicted at 
all it should be by trustworthy testimony.** 

The above as from the Chattanooga Nerws, and is mighty good comimon sense : 
but bow about the iSmoot case? The Chattanooga News said something about 
that awhile ago. Perhaps they don't use as much religion in their business as they 
do coal oil. 
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THERE SEEMS TO BE A DIFFERENCE OF OPINION. 

"Let me eay a word about the baby 

in the church. He should not be here, 

he does not hear, his mother cannot ito,,*^ i:*^*i^ «u:ij«^« ^^ «^«,a „«.r. 

i,A«» ««^ ^u^^ v^\,4.«-«.- *.^ :^ I Suffer little cnilaren to come unio 

hear, and when he starts to crying hun- „„ , * . . , .x,^^ „_*. . p ^e „.,«u :^ 

a^^aL ^# «♦!.««« «fc««^+ v,««- «Jj r 4.ui^u nae, and forbid them not for of such is 

^f a blaSmTrhavrbawts in t^ '!>« kingdom of God.'Wesus Christ, 
iol oM"^Dn H^a^a L Jo^^^^ Captain of Our Salvation. Luke 18:16. 
Pastor First Baptist Church, Chatta- 
nooga. 

And yet modem Christians, while calling it blasphemy, if they come to 
Ctiurch, will damn little babiw ai^ sebd them to hell if they are not baptized. 
Will not Qod be liable to overlook a little of the infidelity of an Ingersoll when He 
fully understands that this is the Idndi of religion offered for his soul's salvation? 
Thank God for the restored (Jospel of our Savior, which the world calls Mormonism. 



SYSTEMATIC STUDY. 

Attention is a^in called to what we have previously said concernnig the 
<x>urBe of study for the Elders under the direction of their conference presidents, 
and we urge the Elders to be obedient in following the recommendations that 
have been made in this matter. We recently had the privilege of reading a letter 
from one of the Eiders who did not seem to take kindly to the recommendations 
made, and we desire to say to the Elders laborini; in this Mission that they will 
meet with better success by heeding the counsel given to them from time to time 
than by running off with the idea that such advice is not necessary for them in 
particular. A better and a more honorable mission will be performed, and a 
greater abundance of the sweet influence of €rod's Holy Spirit will be possessed by 
the Eld^r who will have engraved upon the tablets of his heart that wise bit of 
counsel which has come down through the ages from the mind of the prophet 
saying: "Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat 
of rams." 



Brotheb John M. Hobneb, of Paauilo, Hawaii, sends us ten< dollars to help 
defray the balance of the indebtedness against the Jacksonville church, and says: 
"If you ever meet those elders who donned the garb of the laborer and built and 
painted that church, give them my sincere thanks, as they proved themselves quali- 
fid to preach the gospel of spiritual and temporal salvation, both by precept and 
exautple. That church is a witness and, as you say, *a sermon to the people of 
Jacksonville.* As I view the matter the duty imposed upon the Latter-day Saints 
is to preach both temporal and spiritual salvation to the children of men." 

This is not the first time we have heard from Brother Horner in i substantial 
way. He is a constant reader of the Joubnax, and is interested in the work of the 
South. We thank him for his material assistance to the little church in Florida, 
and pray God to bless him for his generous aid. 



The active hard work of the General Assembly of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church began May 21, at Greenville, South Carolina. A complaint had been en- 
tered against the synod of Virginia, by Rev. S. S. Laws. He claims, according to an 
Asa^odated Press Dispatch appearing in the Washington Post, t^iat wiien a man 
is converted whose country legalizes more than one wife, the man should annul 
all marriages except the first, and tiiat when he is brought into the Church he 
should not be i)ermitted to marry again until he shall become a widower. The 
synod of Virginia, on the contmry, believes it is unwise that such men should annul 
any of the marriages, but that he should be brought into the Church with all his 
wives, but should be prohibited from contracting further marriages. 



A BEAUTIFUL PICTURE. 

A special artist was sent to the Hill Commorah for the purpose of painting 
a picture of that sacred hill to be hung in the Salt Lake Temple. The Deseret 
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Sunday School UnioQ had some beautiful copies of this magnificent picture made 
in colors, which were sold for one dollar each. The Mission has succeeded in ob- 
taining one hundred copies of the same and the Saints in the Mission may have 
them mailed to them, postage paid, for fifty cents whiU tlwy last. It is a most 
beautiful picture to frame, being nine and a half by ninet^eo and a half inches in 
size. It is an exact copy of the oil painting made by the arti9t of the hill where 
the Anigel Moroni delivered to the Prophet Joseph the golden plfttes from which 
was translated the Book of Mormon. 



MORE SUBSCRIPTIONS FROM COLORADO MISSION. 

President J. A. McRae sent in subscriptions for eleven new Elders who recent- 
ly comtmieiiced labor jn/ that field. We sincerely appreciate this hearty supiport, and 
trust that our Oolora^ companions will enjoy the Journal. If the Elders in 
that field have any in^teresting experiences, we would be glad to receive them. Our 
Journal is small and we can not use much matter ; but some nice, choice, pointed 
notes we would be gte^k to have. This injvitation is given with the understanding 
that all coDtriibutions come to us through your mission president. 



SAD DEATH OF SISTER THOMAS P. JOHN. 

Elder Thomas P. John of West Portage, Utah, who was honorably released 
from his rndssion here a few months ago on- account of the illness of his wife, writes 
under date of May 17 saying that she died on the 10th. Besides her husband, 
Sister John left three little children to mourn their loss. Ever since Elder John's 
return home, his wife had suffered constantly at the mental hospital, where she was 
taJcen shortly after he arrived. 

The faiith ajid prayers of the Elders and iSaints'who knew Brother John go out 
in sincerity to the Lord in behalf of him and his little ones. We sympathize 
deeply witjh them^ and assure our bereaved brother that ^^ are pained to learn 
of his sad misfortune. 



ELDER W. H. LITTLE GIVEN WANDERING COMMISSION. 

President William H. Little, who has presided over the Georgia CJonference 
for the past six months, is an old confederate soldier, who fought under General 
Stonewall Jackson from the beginning of the war until the death of that great man. 
Elder Little has nuiny comrades throughout the South, and we feel that his field 
of labor should not be confined to one state, but that he should have the privilege 
of visiting the soldiers' homes established by the states of the South and bearing 
his testimony to his old comrades who reside there. We thipk, too, he ought to 
be accorded the opportunity of visiting his memorable battlefields, preaching as 
he goes, and for this reason he is given a wandering commission, which gives him 
the privilege of going wherever he may feel led, that he might reach as many of the 
confederate veterans who stood side by side with him in the great civil war as possi- 
ble. We hope the conference presidents will do all in their power for his comfort, 
and that they will aid him to succeed in this commendable work; and we trust, 
too, that he will be given a warm welcome by the Saints among whom he may 
choose to labor. 



REVIEW. 

North Carolina — The health of the Elders for the past month has been very 
good, and gratifying results have been realized from the efforts of the brethren. 
Four new elders just from Zion, were added to the band of energetic workers. Two 
honest souls have been baptized into the Church. A Sunday School was organized 
at Mable Hill, Pender county, by Elders DePriest and Allred. Brother George E. 
Sholer was appointed Superintendent. Elder Clarence Allred and J. H. Clark 
have been appointed to visit among the Saints and to fill the requests made by in- 
vestigators. A branch conference was held at Princeton, Johnson County. A 
number of Elders were present and a very profitable and enjoyable time was spent. 
The Elders have left for the western part of the state, where they will labor during 
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the summer months, as this section is cooler and better suited to the health of the 
Elders while the warm weather is on. The Saints on Harker's Island are stii 
holding their Sunday School under the trees. This they have continued to do since 
the mob burned their church buliding. On the 6th of May they met as u»ual to 
hold their services, and to their sunprise they found a sack filled with bullets, left 
in a conspicuous place by their persecutors, indicative of the bitter spirit that fills 
the hearts of their enemies. 

iSouTn Carolina — -No sickness has been felt by any of the Elders save in the 
case of Elder Joseph Anderson, who has been somewhat afllicted with stonmch 
trouble. The Elders in the lower counties report their fiel^ fairly well worked 
and much success has followed their labors. They are now working their way to 
the upper districts where- they will labor for the sannner. At Centreville, Fair- 
field County, a branch conference was held on the 30th of April. President- John 
H. Gibbs. together with Elders Emerson Bradley, Romaur R. Siepert, James L. 
Oman, C. N. Motes, and Leroy Hopkins, were present, and a good turnout of Saints 
and friends made the meetings a complete success. Elders Motes and Oman spent 
the night in the woods on the night of May 16th. Some parts of their county is 
bitter, while other districts are quite friendly. The people are not nearly as much 
opposed to the work of he Elders as they were a few years ago. Another branch 
conference was held at Islandton, Colleton county, Elders Roman Siepert, N. J. 
Wadley, Joshua Pinlinson, A. W. Archibald, A. M. Hammoui, and President Gibbs 
being present. A large number of people attended! and the Saints and friends 
served lunch on the grounds. Elders Robert Booth and Joseph Anderson, who have 
finished Horry county, report that a great deal of good has resulted from their 
labors. 

Georgia — -Sectarian ministers have caused the Elders in some sections a little 
trouble, but generally the b-rethren have been treated well by the people and their 
laibors have been fruitful. In Augusta a holiness preacher made an attack upon the 
Elders at one of their street meetings, and the sectarian stereotyped untruthful and 
pernicious tales were related to the listening bystanders. His tirade, however, did 
not affect bis hearers as he exx)ected, for many of the people were able to discern 
the secrets of the minister's heart from his abuse, and became friends to the Elders. 
Some of the people told the preacher that they knew he was lying to them. Elder 
Brigham Nielson will labor in Atlanta. 'He takes the place of Elder George P. 
Rawlins, who is released. Elder George A. Sherman will ]al)or in Macon, in the 
place of Elder A. M. Palmer, who has been transferred to the Virginia CSonference. 
Columbus will be worked by Elders L. W. Ogden and George E. Pope. Elders 
Morgan, A. B. Barton, George H. Shoell and Arthur B. Walotp arrived safely at 
headquarters and were assigned to their fields of labor with good companions. 
Seven persons have been baptized during the month. Street meetings are being 
held in all of the cities where the Elders are laboring and gratifying results reward 
the brethren for their labors. 

Mississippi — ^All the El<iers have been in the ^best of health except Eiders 
Jos. E. Gubler and David iS. Rowley. (These brthren have suffered some from boils, 
but are improving. Elder W. H. Hopkins received word from home that his 
brother had been killed in a mine. The sad news was a severe shock to him. He 
has the sympathy and the faith and prayers of all his companions. Elder Martin 
Anderson has 'been at Millville doing some effective work among some friends who 
desired to hear the Gospel before he returned home. Elder W. A. Hatch is with 
him. On the 11th Elder Austin G. Burton, left for Ohio, where he will resume his 
labors. Elder W. H. Hopkins arrived safely and has been given a companion and 
assigned to a field of labor. The Elders are all moving toward Meridian, where a 
counsel meeting will be held on the 27th of May, a report of which will appear in 
the next number of the Journal. Elders Chauncy Jenks and Orin R. Williams 
were unable to get entertainment one night and had to sleep in the woods. The 
following baptisms have been performed during the nK>nth. five -by President 
Buchanan and Elder George Berry ; three iby Elders Chester Liljenquist and Bertie 
Crump, and two by Elders Chauncy Jenks and O. R. Williams. 

MiDDLc: Tennessee — The month opened with considerable rain which hindered 
the work of the Elders considerably, but during the latter part better weather pre- 
vailed and more work was accomplished. iSome indifference is experienced by the 
Elders in getting places for meetings, but generally the brethren find plenty of 
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• opportunitiee to preach the Gospel. On May 13 a branch Conference was held at 
Baenavista, OarroU county. Elders D. E. Michaelson, W. N. Patten, J. M. 
Joyner, Abner Tanner and J. F. Brown, together with President W. D. Bocker, 
were present and all enjoj-ed £he services greatly, many Saints and friends being 
in attendance. From here President Bocker and BMder J. F. fBrown went to Jack- 
son, where they met Eiders O. P. Callister, G. W. Miller, G. L. Wilcox, and O. R. 
Child, in counsel meeting. Elders J. H. Bagley and J. W. Hansen reporting on 
their work from Gibson county say that they have made many friends and have 
been blessed with success in their labors. 

Florida — On April 20th, Elders Snyder and Judy left for Peoria, Clay 
county, to fill an appointment and were successful in holding a series of six meet- 
ings and baptized two. "Kiey, found the people in that locality very friendly and 
were generous enough to furnish the Eiders a neat school house to preach 
in, and the .people turned out in generous numbers to hear them. Elders Farr and 
Hardy arrived at Jacksonville from New St. Augustine, St. Johns County, where 
they have ibeen lalboring. They report the work in that locality progressing nicely. 
On the 22nd, Elders Hardy and Pay left for their labors in Baker County, 
Fla. On the 24th, Elders Farr and and Allred left for their labors in Camden 
County, Ga. On the 28th President Tidwell and Elder Lyons arrived in Jackson* 
villa from a trip in southern Georgia, where they had been visiting Saints and 
friends and report having held several successful meetings and found the Saints 
enjoying the spirit of the Gospel, and the sisters in Blackshire, Pierce County, Ga., 
are getting along nicely with the Relief Society. On the 30th Elder R. Ray Nixon 
arrived in Jacksonville for the puri)oee of auditing the books of the Conference. 
On the 2nd of May, Elder C. A. Callis and wife and two children, arrived in this 
city to commence their labors. May 6th President Rich arrived on the morning 
train and took part with us in our Sunday School. He talked to the children and 
gave them some very good instructions. lie also held a meeting at 3 o'clock with 
the Elders laboring in the city. At half-past seven in the evening another meet- 
ing was held. Sister Drumiler and Sister Callis spoke very interestingly. Before 
leaving he gave us some instructions as to the work. On the 8th, the headquarters 
was moved from 1707, to 1200 Highway Avenoie, which is much nearer the 
church. On May 11th, £llders fSnyder and Judy reported two baptisms at Mc- 
Donald, Coffee county, Ga. Elders Wilford, Whitaker and H. G. Stokes reported 
two baptisms at Lake City, Fla., on the 13th. On the 17th, Elder S. E. Patterson 
left for the Ohio Conference. The health of the Elders in this Conference has been 
good, with few exceptions, this month. 

Kentucky — During the past month the weather has been very good and the 
work of the Elders has been greatly facilitated, in consequence of which the reports 
have improved. Elder Hyrum Allen has (been ill for a few days but is again able 
to resume his labors. A few of_the Elders have been laboring in bittei: districts 
and have been un€ible to secure entertainment and have had to spend the night 
in the woods. Elder Hutchins, of Lehi, arrived in the Conference and was given 
his field of labor. Mder A. R. Meaohem and Elder M. P. tStinson have been 
aasigned to labor together in the country and Elder A. C. Sant is called to work in 
Louisville. On the 12th and 13th of May, President James Christenson, met with 
the following eleven Elders: John H. Snow, H. W. Richins, Kossuth Dyal, 
Doncan Stewart, M. P. Stinson, J. F. Walker, Carlos Stevens, A. A. Wilde, A. R. 
Meachem, Edwin Hutch ings and A. S. Meacham, at Junction Church, Metcalf 
County, Ky., where we held a branch conference. Two Priesthood meetings and 
four public meetings were held. The Elders all bore strong testimonies to the 
truthfulness of the Gospel and several excellent discourses were delivered in defense 
of the latter-day work. The spirit of peace and love seemed to prevail among 
the Elders and tiiose who came out to the meetings. After Conference both Elders 
and Saints mutually agreed that it was one of the best conferences they had ever 
attended. The Elders were all given new companions and new fields of labor, as 
follows: Elders Dyal and Stinson to Allen Ck)unty; Elders A. R. Meacham and 
Carlos 'Stevens, Christian County; Elders A. A. Wilde and Edwin Hutchings, 
Webster County ; Elders Joseph F. Walker and A. S. Meacham, Ohio County ; 
Elders John H. Snow and Duncan Stewart, Wayne County. President James 
Christenson and Elder Harvey Richins will travel among the Elders and Saints. 
Elders Walker and Stevens had been laboring in Green County for some time 
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before and as a result of their labors and conference a family by the name of 
Price asked to have some^ Elders sen^ in* their neighbor, stating they believed 
much good could toe done. "On the 14th, Elder H. W. Richins and the Conference 
President reached this place. Seven meetings were held and on the 17th four of 
the family were baptized, Elder H. W. Richins officiating. 

Alabama — The Elders, with one exception, are laboring in the northern 
counties. They rejport the people among whom they travel very friendly, tfaoagfa 
not overly zealous in religious matters. A systematic canvass for the little 
Journal will be a main feature of the summer^e work. Elders Chapaian and 
Willardson have spent two weeks visiting •Saints and friends in Phoenix City. 
They report a number of meetings held and good prospects for converts in the near 
future. A permission to canvass the city was asked for, an answer to the effect 
that a two-dollar-and-a-half license would be necessary before they could distribute 
tracts, was all the encouragement the mayor would give. On May 4th onr ranks 
were strengthened by the arrival of Elders Fox and Neilson. Glder Neilson became 
the companion of Elder Freeman Pace and they were sent to Walker County to 
prepare for a branch conference to be held at Red Bud May 27th. President 
Patton and Elders Freeman and Fox have re-opened work in the city of Birming- 
ham. They were somewhat disappointed by being refused the privilege of preaching 
on the streets. The mayor told them that they would receive no protection what- 
ever while canvassing the city and if they got mobbed it was nothing to the dty, 
for Birmingham had no use for Mormon'sm, or any of its representatives. He 
further stated that the streets were public to none but the Salvation Army, and 
if the Elders wanted to preach their "stuff" they would have to rent a hall, as they 
positively could not preach it on the public streets. Upon being asked his reasons 
for his opposition to iMormoniam, he said he had none, and perhaps was unjust 
in refusing the privilege of holding street meetings, but whether just or unjust, he 
meant what he said and didn't intend to change it. On May 6th Elder Larsen 
was reported very low with the chills and fever, but at last writing was able to be 
about his labors. The health of the Elders with this exception, throughout the 
Oonference is good. A number of baptisms have been performed and many 
friends are being made. 

East Tennessee — The month opened with good health prevailing among 
the Elders, and all report being in good spirits. City work has been opened in 
Knoxville by Elder L. J. Ball and President H. C Ford, also in Cleveland by 
Elders H. C. Miller and Geo. L. Hobson. Good canvassing work is being done in 
both cities ; but for unavoidable reasons meetings are not being held. Three more 
honest-hearted souls have accepted the revealed Grospel and were initiated into the 
fold by Elders Louis McGavin and C. O. Whiting. Elders W. A. Walker and D. 
E. Bishop recently commenced work in Campbell County and report a good 
opening; so also do Elders C. N. Barker and J. W. Jones, who have begfan work 
In Anderson County. Elder Thomas S. Johnson has been honorably released, to 
return home and will take his departure after a few dajrs visiting. The Con- 
ference force was increased on the 19th inst., by the arrival of Elders Hinman, 
Smith and Dansie. Owing to the busy time of year and short nights the report on 
meetings held is very low. 

Ohio — There have been three releases in our Conference this month. Elder 
E. P. Moser was released on account of sickness. His health has been very poor 
for nearly a year past. Elder R. L. Baxter was released to accompany him home. 
Word has reached us stating that they arrived at their destination safe and 
sound. Elder W. H. Smith was released the latter part of the month. The new 
arrivals from Chattanooga are Elders Ellis Merkley and William Leerter. They 
have both been assigned to their fields of labor. Elder A. G. Burton was trans- 
ferred from Mississippi to Ohio and Elder S. E. Peterson from Florida to Ohio. 
^Street meetings have been opened up in Dayton, Columbus and Cleveland. In each 
place the Elders are meeting with good success. iSunday, May 13, two honest 
souls were baptized at Xenia by Elder W. H. Smith. Mr. John P. Meakin arrived 
in Cleveland Frixiay evening, May 11, and was met by the Elders. It was a great 
inspiration to them and also to the iSaints, because he is such a faithful defender 
of our people. Sunday evening he delivered his grand lecture, "Utah and the Mor- 
mana" in the Pythian Temple. Many came to hear him and after it was over 
nearly all shook hands with him and said his lecture was the most interesting thev 
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had ever listened to. Tuesday evening Sister H. E. Harrison gave a party in 
his honor. Mr. Meakin entertained the guests by rendering a choice selection of 
poems. Sunday evening, May 20, he delivered his lecture m the town hall at 
Sharon Center, O. President J. M. Chimmings has chosen Eaders C. K. Conrad and 
G. A. Bigler to assist him in the presidency of the Conference. The work is 
progressiiig and the Elders all feel encouraged. 

ViBGiNiA — The work of our Conference is hnproving, and though the weather 
is hot, the Elders are doing better work and success is crowning their efforts. 
Some of the counties have been thoroughly canvassed and the Elders are starting 
work in others. Elders Co^y and Hyde have completed a canvass of Southampton 
and are now laboring in Northampton county. Elders Reid and Whitney are 
through with Green\ille ; Elders Webb and Bowers with Lunenbuig; Elders 
Pearce and Davis with Charlotte. Elders Story and Egan have completed Halifax 
and (Elders Mendemhall and Winn, Amelia ; and all are on their way to their 
counties for summer work. The following are their new assignments: Eiders 
Reid and Griffin to Wythe County; Elders Bowers and Whitney, Pulaski; 
Eilders Webb and Kirkham, Aceonac ; Elders Pearce and Davis, Northum4)erIand ; 
Elders Storey and Egan, Pitts>4vania Elders Bishop and Meinmott, Montgomerv; 
Elders Stone and Moore to Patrick; Elders Mendenhall and companion will labor 
in Buchanan county. The Elders are nearly all visiting Saints and friends, as 
they go to their summer work. In this way nearly all the Saints of the Conference 
will be visited with good results. Elders ^Breadbent and Bagley started to visit 
Elders, Saints, and friends, but they only traveled a week when Elder Bagley was 
called into the "Office" to labor. Elders H. E. Owens and E. Z. Taylor were 
released May 14th, to return home. During the month ten have been baptized into 
the Church, two by Elders Bishop and Storey; three by Elders Owens and 
Taylor; three by Elders Reid and Whitney; and two by Elders Storey an'l 
Kgan. Many friends have been made into the canvassed ctounties and several 
earnest investigators are diligently searching for truth. Elders Rands and 
Dahlquist are doing an excellent wt)rk in Richmond. They met the mayor who 
treated them very kindly, and gave them the privilege of canvassing the city and 
holding meetings. He invited them to call on him. 



A NATIVE ELDER DIES. 

Elder .Lorenzo Taylor, traveling Elder in Hawaii, writes from Kealia, Kanai, 
to the Deseret News, under date of April 28, sajring: "The Elders who have 
labored in the Hawaiian Mission, and who were acquainted with James W. Bush, 
will be grieved to learn of his death, which occurred April 24. 1906, at his home at 
this place, from an attack of heart failure. Elder Bush was bom in Honolulu in 
October, 1844. and embraced the Gospel in 1887, being ordained an Elder two years 
later, since which time he has taken an active part in the missionary work, doing 
much good among his fellow men. He has also been very kind to the Elders, and 
his doors were always open to them. He was greatly i>eloved and respected by all 
who knew him. His life was a nofcle exani^le of faithful and untiring devotion to 
the Gospel." 

ARRIVALS. 

Elder John A. Lowe, Pactolus, Ky. Elder Parley P. Smith, Draper, Utah. 
Elder Scott Hinman, Cardston, Alberta, Canada. Elder John R. Dansie, River- 
ton, Utah. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Elder John A. Lowe, to Georgria. Elders Parley P. Smith,Scott Hinman^ 
John R. Dansie, to East Tennessee Conference. 



RELEASES. 

Elder William A. Judy, Florida. Elder Lorenzo DePriest, North Carolina. 
Elder A. C. Sant, Kentucky. 

TRANSFERS. 

Elder M. P. Cosby from Virginia to Georgia to preside over that Con- 
ference. I^Roy Baker, from Mississippi to Office. 
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Ileport of Mission Conferences for Two Weeks Ending May 18,' 1906. 
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GIVE HIM A LIFT. 

Give him a liftt Don't kneel in prayer 
Nor moralize with his despair; 
The man is down, and his g^reat need 
Is ready help — not prayer and* creed. 

*Ti8 time, wihen the wounds are washed and healed, 
That the inward motives be revealed. 
But now, whatever the spirit be, 
Mere words are but mockery. 

One grain of aid just now is more 
To him than tomes of saintly lore; 
Pray, if you must, in j-our full heart ; 
But give him a lift ! — give him a start ! 

The world is full of good advice. 
Of prayer, and prai9e,an-d preaching nice. 
But the generous souls who aid mankind, ' 
Are scarce as gold, and hard to find. 

Give like a Christian — speak in deeds; 

A noble lift's the best of deeds; 

And he shall wear a royal crown 

Who gives *em a lift when they are down. — Selected. 



DIED. 

iSTEWABT — The little six months baby of Sister Annie I. Stewart, at Opelika, 
Fla., died on May the 6th. 

Price — At Mt. Olive, N. C, the mother 6f Brother G. M. Price. She had 
been a member of the church for ten years and was a devoted follower of Master. 

Mathew — Mollie Mayihew, at Bartooursville, Ky., on >iay 3d. 'Sister Mayhew 
has been a devoted friend to the Elders, and will be rememibered by all tihose wbo 
knew her as an faithful soul. 

Baldwin — Julia F. BaldJwin, at Mt. Airy, N. C, on May 15. He was the 
son of Brother John H. and Sister Cora Lee BtUdwin. He was thirteen years old 
and a bright boy. 
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**Wh€n you cUmh a ladder^ you must begin at the bottom, and ascend step hy 
step until yon arrive at the top; and so it is urith the principles of the Gospel; you 
must begin with the first and go on until you have learned all the principles' of 
exaltation.''— JOSEiPH SMITH. 
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WRECKINQ TOOLS FOR POLITICAL WRECKS. 

Twenty-five years ago the Cincinnati Inquirer published the following piece 
of advice, given by Bob Burdette, for political wrecks who were in search of 
popularity outside of the old party ranks. This is what he suggested : 

"Be something, young man. If none of the existing parties satisfy you, 
organize one of your own, and go, *sloshing around.' But have a politic. 
Institute a war cry.. View with alarm and point with pride on your hook, 
but do view and point. If you are very vigorous, you may also at times, 
•recoil with horror.' You will find this very effective toward the close of 
the campaign. If you had time my son. I believe I could fit you out with 
a full and complete assortment of tools, weapons and armor politics. 
You should have at the opening of th^ campaign, besides the matter already 
mentioned, one dozen keg?j of nails, wherewith to nail the enemy's lies. 
Shriek every time you n«il a lie. A few judicious lies to toss around 
carelessly and not too early, just to keep him busy. Shout when you 
scatter them. Say something mean about the Mormons. A few 'demands' 
for things we already have, and have had for fifty years. Nobody will notice 
this if you only yell them out lustily, and with an air of a man who is 
when you make it. *Demand' specially that the Mormons be suppressed. 
Some 'pledges* more or less. Pledge yourself to something easy — the aboli- 
tion of Mormonism ; the abolition of slavery and unyielding opposition to 
the payment of Confederate bonds by the State of Ohio. Read about it and 
give it to the Mormons red hot. Remember the soldiers. This is eminently 
proper, patriotic and cheap. 'Twont cost you a cent. Stand upon the 
house-tops, and in a loud voice call them the 'defenders of the republic,* 
and declare that they shall have their rights. Along toward the clo«e of the 
campaign you might promise them their lefts. That's what they'll get any- 
how, but you needn't say anything about that; keep as noisy as possible, 
and howl. Arraign the administration. Oh, every time arraign the ad- 
ministration. And a common arraignment will not do. If any platform 
contains not a scathing arraignment of the administration, the same is a 
liar and a horse-thief, the same more or less. If, unfortunately, you are on 
the side of the administration, then you must arraign the other party. But 
you labor under a great disadvantage if you are in with the administration. 
It is so much easier to stand in the street and throw stones at the window, 
than it is to stand in the window and throw stones into the street. 
Blessed be opposition. !?ecau9e why? Y'ou're liable to rup out of stones. 
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There are no stones in the house, wberefts Ae -Btreet is full of *em, and 
the man in the window can't throw mtdl the man in the st.^eet has first 
fired a rock at him. And if it ao ^ that the first dormick catches him 
in the e^e bis ca«e is JiiHi t wh^., or if it be that, while stoopingr to pick 
up the first «fe«R, fhe nmii la the street fires half a dozen more at his stoop- 
img fi^re, then is die last state of the man in the house worse than the 
first. *Holler' loud as you th'*ow fast, and let the Mormons have it all the 
time. For the reasons set forth above, never fight on the defensive. 
Always keep going up and down like a raging lion, seeking where you may 
investigate somebody. *You haven't taught me any of the parries,' said a 

young soldier to an- old Prussian fencing master.- Tarries be .' 

(I have forgotten the Prussian for the word,) replied the other mustache. 
*You thrust ; let the other fellow parry ! Lay it on the Mormons every 
time. I>emand the resumption of specie payments. It has -been accom- 
plished so many yea'*s that most people have forgotten it, and this slogan 
will catch the Greenbackers. There, that reminds me. By all means 
have a slogan. No party is equipped for the contest until it has a slogan. 
In some wards you will want a slogan that holds a quart. Down with 
the Mormons, remember. And talk loud. Pat civil service reform on the 
back. Remember that, in th.? hands of the administration it is a mere 
instrument of partisan tyranny and nepotism, an object of selfish ambition 
and base personal greed; but in your h«nds and those of your relatives by 
consanguinity, marriage, and adoption public station would be a place of 
honor and honesty, capacity and fidelity, and constitute the only valid 
claims to public endorsement. And right here, oh how you can scratch the 
Mormons. In regard to the tariff, denounce Mormonism as a scandal and a 
reproach, that is breeding a demoral'zation from its foul and festering chaps, 
that it is foetid with rank corruption, thut threatens to pollute the entire 
system of the grandest government on God's green earth. This will catch 
the free protradetionists." 

**I think there's about all you need to sta^-^ with mv boy, and the 
other things will occur to you as the campaign advances. It's always safe 
to let it into the Mormons. They have no friends east of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, and very few west. Some of these po'nts you may have to modify a 
little, but in the main you can use them as they a'*e. They have been 
used by two parties during tho past twenty years, and have come out radiant 
with victory and noble in defeat evefy time." 

The State Central Committee of Idaho met a few days ago, excommunicated 
a Mormon member from their body and then by a unanimous vote adopted Bob 
Burdette's recommendations. 



WORD FROM HARKIN'S ISLAND. 

A short time ago. we received a letter from Sister Annicia Nelson of the island 
in which she says in part : ** We want to thank you from the bottom of our 
heart for the interest you have taken to secure the S-^int-* protection. W » bed 
meeting in the open air last Sunday where the church building stood and we all 
enjoyed the Spirit of the Lord, more perhaps than at any other meeting since the 
building was burned. Some of our worst enemies were present and gave us no 
trouble. We have heard nothing that they have said and of course we don't know what 
they may do, but we gave them to understand that we would do our duty and let 
the consequence follow. We told them that they were welcome to all the honor 
they could get from fighting against the work of God and we would be willing to 
take all the dishonor for obeying the commandments of the Lord, and bearing 
testimony of the Lord Jesus. We enjoy stronger testimonies than ever before, 
and personally. I enjoy my faith better than I have in all my life, for I feel more 
peace and happiness a» my iestimr."y increases. I hue been nfraid «nd in p 
great deal of trouble because the work was fought against, but I am slowly recov- 
•oring from the shock those outrages gave me. I am learning to have more con- 
fidence in Grod, and I know the k'n.^drfm is the I^ord's and that He has all power. 
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and if we suffer wrong it is for some good purpose, even though we are unable to 
see it. 

Sisters Sabra and Leaha Brooks and another young lady went over to the 
CR-pe to the L. S. Station last week. The wind was blowing hard and several of 
the island people who were over there at work fishing with their families, invited 
them to stay over night, which they did. While the family and these young 
women were sitting before the fire, a brick was thrown against the roof smashing 
it in. A young man took the young women home that night, fearing trouble. 
The people who entertained the young ladies received a note warning them 
^'against taking any more Mormons in.'' 



THE GUBERNATORIAL CONTEST IN QEORQIA. 

Two of Georgia's most prominent citizens, Honorable Clark Howell,, editor 
of the Atlanta C?on«titution, and Honorable iHoke "Smith, owner of the Atlanta 
Journal, ore both making a vigorous campaign throughout the state, en<leavoring 
to capture the nomination for governor qtl the Democratic ticket. They have been 
over a great portion of the state, pulling each other's hair; covering each other 
with mud : and eech claiming that ^e other one is not a fit person for the exalted 
X;08ition of governor. If a person picks up the Constitution, he sees in gretit 
glaring headlines, how prominent, how much beloved, and how popular Mr. Howell 
is all over the state, and how insignificant and unworthy "Mr. Smith stands in the 
eyes of the people. Along in the afternoon one picks up the Atlanta Journal, and 
then he begins to see the greatness of Honorable Hoke >Smith, and what a brilliant 
and succesful campaign be is making, and the pitiable condition of Mr. Howell, and 
his unpopularity throughout the state. 

The other evening thej* held a joint debate in Atlanta, and it is very amusing 
to read the hecidlines in their respective papers giving an account of what took 
place. Realizing that many of our readers would like to know just who came out 
best wad who is really going to be the next governor of Georgia, we gladly give 
them the information by reproducing what appeared in the headlines, as follows: 



Atlanta Constitution, Saturday, June 9th. 

"SIHXn^BD POLITICAL HLDB 
OF HOKE SMITH LIFTED AND 
EXHIBITED BY CLARK HOW- 
ELL, WHILE 6.000 PEOPLE MAD- 
LY CHEER." 

^••HOWELL MEN IN MAJORITY 
AT MEETING.' 

"THEY LUSTILY CHEE3RED AS 
THEIR CANDIDATE EXPOSED 
HOKE SMITH, W1HBRE DE)NIAL 
DID NOT AVAIL HI-M." 
"SMITH AND NEGROES." 
"SMITH A^XD MONOPOLY." 
"SMITH AiND RAILROAD." 
"CLARK HOWELL MAKHS EX- 

POSl^RE OF SMITH'S POLITICAL 
RECORD." 

"HOKE SMITH OBJECT OF 
PIEDMONT BAR CHARITY." 

"DID SOT ATTEMPT TO AN- 
SWER CHARGE AS MADE BY 
HOWELL, BUT WA® SARiCWSTIC 
AND TOLD A FEW OLD JOKES." 



Atlanta Journal, Saturday, June 9th: 

"HOKE SMITH GIVEN GREAT- 
EST OVATION EVER SEEN IN 
GEORGIA." 

"OVER 6,000 PEOPLE HOOTED 
HOWEILL AND CHEERED 

SMITH." . 

"howell utterly cru9hejd 
before home people." 

"hoke smith's gireat tri- 
umph moves his frient>s to 
pity howell." 

"hoke smith made digni- 
fied speech." 

"caushs howell to sqitrm 
and worm by exposing his 
record to the people." 

"nearly 7,000 pui/ton coun- 
ty citizens acclaim as a 
hero, their candidate. and 
lai:gh to scorn the feeble 
efforts of the ring and 
railroads." 

"clark howell is litbrai.- 
ly flayed by hoke smitil" 

"howel croi'ched before 
scorching criticism." 



And all this happened at the same place and at the same time. 
We have never before attempted to give our readers the inside tip on political 
events, and we sincerely trust that our readers will not take advantage of this 
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inside information we are giving them, by making bets and unjustly winning money 
OL the outcome of the Georgia campaign, simply because we have now told them 
which one of these prominent citizens is the sure winner. Our readers can now see 
which one of the papers is the most reliable, and which one will have something to 
take back the morning after the primaries are held and who is going to be Geor- 
gia's next governor. We congratulate the honorable ??????? upon his trium- 
phant political victory over his opponent. 



MISSISSIPPI CONFERENCE. 



On the 27th of May the Elders of Mississippi met in Meridian at the home of 
Brother E. C. Home in the capacity of a priesthood meeting. The meeting wa« 
called to order by President Ben E. Rich at 3 o'clock p. m. Each Elder gave a 
few remarks relative to his feelings, his labors and his health, after which President 
Rich occupied the time giving many valuable instructions. The Elders were all 
feeling in excellent spirits, and generally speaking the Conference is in good con- 
dition. The E4ders have all worked hard and were filled with the spirit of their 
missions. 



NOTES PROM THE FIELD. 



Elders Abner Tanner and Preston M. Joyner, who are laboring in the Middle 
Tennessee Conference, relate the following experience : **On the night of May 1st we 
held a very successful meeting in the Christian Church at Holladay, Benton Co., 
Tenn., a little village of about 200 inhabitants. A good attendance was had and 
we were kindly entertained by one of the leading members of the church. On the 
night following we preached at a school house about three miles west of Holladay 
to a large crowd and after raeef'ng was over we were invited to go home with 
one of the gentlemen present. Just as we started out of the yard a shower of 
eggs was hurled at us, none taking effect except one which slightly tipp^^. 
Elder Tanner's hat to one side and went on without bursting. Presently an old 
lady was heard to cry, 'Stop!' for an egg had pelted her on the head. We only 
rejoice to know that we are worthy to suffer for the testimony which we bear." 



Elder Joseph Young and his companion Elder Huns'^ker, write from Kentucky^ 
saying that recently they obtained permission to preach in a Methodist meeting 
house, the preacher who made the appointment failing to come. They attended a 
second meeting at which were present three Methodist ministers, one of whom, 
Robinson by name, said to the congregation : "Some people say the Mormons will 
tear down this church. If it is Christ's it will stand and cannot be disturbed, but 
if not Christ's then the so<Jner it is destroyed the better. If the Mormons want 
to preach let them do so, and if the people want to follow them let them go. 
Prove all things, and hold fast to that which is good." After the services we were 
asked if we had anything to say. We announced a meeting which was well 
attended." They made many friends. 



We have received a number of subscriptions from the following energetic 
friends of the Journai, together with choice words of praise and encouragement. 
Lack of space compels us to make this brief mention of the good work of our 
brethren and sisters, and wo hope we can make them feel that we do deeply ap- 
preciate their worthy efforts^ Here they are : Henry Larson, Cleveland, Idaho, 
sends three ; Elders W. Leroy Nuttal and Thomas E. Dalling, of the Colorado 
Mission, each send one ; Sister Alice Bird, of S^lina, Utah, two : Brother Wm. 
W. Butler, Sandy, Utah, one ; Brother George Jett, of Jackson. Ky., one ; Sister 
Elizabeth Hines, Ruxton, Va., one*; Brother A. A. Day, Sunnyside, Utah, three; 
Brother Alma Olsen, Salt Lake City, Utah, seven. 



President J. A. McRae, of the Colorado Mission, says: "I have always been 
ii believer in the doctrine of reciprocity and where you have something to give m<^ 
that will equal what I have to give you, or if the value I receive is a little higher 
tiian what I give, then I am going to make the trade. That is just what our 
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eiders are saying about your valuable little magazine. We are getting more than 
our money's worth and desire to help you keep the good work going. We tire going 
to send you a new subscriber for every new missionary and more if we can; Your 
paper meets our wants and the people and elders read its pages with the greatest 
interest. l>on't let the lamp go out." 



We take the following from a letter to the Journal written by Elders Bagley 
and Hansen, who are laboring in Gibson County, Tenn : "We appreciate the 
Journal very much. It is the first part of our mail we look at." They also re- 
late the following interesting circumstance : "We met a sanctified man who is a 
great debator. He let us preach in his house and a large crowd attended. The 
meeting was the best we ever held and the Lord certainly bleseed us. We had 
a conversation with him after the services in which he said he believed all we 
taught. We made friends of all the people who attended. We have spent four 
nights with Uncle Sam (which means in the woods,) but every time the next 
day we have found many friends." 



Elders H. S. For and George E. Pope, had a very gratifying experience in 
Columbus, Georgia, recently. They attended the services at the "Apostles' 
Church" by invitation and were asked by the pastor to occupy the time. Both 
of the brethren spoke and after the services the pastor expressed his pleasure at 
the opportunity afforded him and his congregation of hearing the Gospel and asked 
the congregation to excuse him for the evening on account of his not being well, 
assuring the congregation that he would arrange for the Elders to occupy the time. 
This was done and the brethren had a large gathering at night and enjoyed them- 
selves immeasurably. They now have a standing invitation to meet with the body 
of the church often. 



A case of healing is related by Sister S. A. Benton, of Islandton. South Caro- 
lina. She says that she had been troubled with pains in her chest and with indi- 
gestion for a lang time and that she was unable to do her work. Eilders A. W. 
Archibald and A. M. Hammon while holding meetings in that neighborhood called 
to see her and while there they administered to her. She rested easily that night 
and the next morning when they called to see how she was and while there they 
administered to her. She rested ea^Iy that night and the next morning when 
they called to see how she was, they were surprised to see her washing nearly all 
out. All her sickness had left her and she felt perfectly well. 



Elder George Webb, of the Virginia Conference, gives us the following account 
of a healing: "On May 1 Elder J. I. Bowers and I called on Brother John 
Tucker and found him very sick. He could not sleep at nights. The doctor had 
been called in but could give no relief. We administered to him and the moment 
we raised our hands from his head he was much improved. Two weeks later we 
called on bim and he said he had not lost one night's rest since we were there. His 
sister was very sick when we called the last time and B^der Kirkham and I 
administered to her with the same eflPect." 



Dr. W. J. Stapleton, of Ambrose, Ga.. writes us a nice letter in which he says 
that recently he filled an appointment near his home. An appointment had also 
been given out for a Baptist minister at the same place and time. The minister 
failed to come so he went ahead with the meeting and had an excellent time. The 
people were so much interested that they insisted on Brother Stapleton making 
another appointment, which he did. Brother Stapleton held another meeting at 
the home of Brother Bartow Joyce, which was well attended. 



Elder Ernest R. Wolley, of Salt Lake City, sends us a dollar to cover his 
own subscription and fifty cents to be used' in sending the Journal to some worthy 
Saint in the South and remarks, "I think the Journal is one of the greatest advo- 
cates of the Gospel in the field. I have read it many times. I have a great deal of 
admiration for the Southern people, for some of the pleasantest days of my life 
were spent among the Saints and Elders in the missionary field there." 
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Sister Walter B. Lewis, of Co Ionia Juarez, Mexico, has the following to say : 
"The sample copy of the Journal reached us a few days ago. It suits so well 
that I hasten to enclose the annual subscription price, which is small compared 
with the values of the Journal. Brother Lewis is absent, but 1 am only doing 
as he would do were he here, for his mind often dwells upon the happy days 
spent on his mission and his many dear friends in the Sunny South." 



Sister Addie Hendricks, of Pocatella, Idaho, adds four more new subscribers 
to the six she sent in last month and says : **I love to have the EJlders' Journal 
come. It is a grand little paper, and I take pleasure In showing it to my friends." 
Sister Anna M. Whiting, of Mapleton, Utah, sends in four subscribers. These 
sisters are doing a good missionary work, and the Lord will bless them for it. 
Oan't you show the Journal with the same results? 



Writing from LaGrange, N. C, Elders James R. Burbide and G. W. Bills 
write: "We held three successful meetings at this place in connection with 
Elders -Gwynne Page and A. F. Pierce, after which we baptized one applicant. In 
Wayne county we held three more meetings and baptized four more persons. 
These were confirmed at the home of Brother A. J. Thompson. T^ere is an ex- 
cellent opening for the spread of the truth here." 



Another case of healing is reported by Elders Chester Liljenquist and Bert^'e 
M. Crump of Mississippi. They say that they were called to the home of Sister 
Nancy Perry who was under the care of two doctors. She was verj^ sick and had 
been for some time. They annointed her and through their prayers she was forth- 
with relieved and rapidly recovered. Her husband, Memphis, and her brother, 
Preston Golemon, were baptized before they left. 



Elders C Bodily and C. E. Walker give the following interesting bit of news 
concerning a recent experience : "While canvassing in Atlanta, a few days ago 
we were asked to take i>art in a Methodist meeting composed of ladies of that 
religious body. We both spoke to them on the Gospel by request of the President 
of the organization, and enjoyed ourselves in their assembly very much. They all 
invited us to their homes after the services." 



Brother Lewis M. Ferguson, of West Virginia, writes a letter of unusual in- 
terest concerning some of his experiences in his neighborhood. He relates the 
success that has attended his efforts to get the Gospel before the people, the de- 
tails of which are very interesting. Had it not been for the limited space in the 
Journal we would like to have published the whole letter. However, we feel to 
make this worthy mention of it. 



In a letter recently received from Elder Moses Smith we learn that he has 
been called to preside over the State organization of elders. All the returned elders 
are pressed into service and a great work is being done in the different cities and 
villages. At some places they hold street meetings. Elder Smith ordered five 
hundred tracts for their field work. Elder Smith has sent us nearly two dozen 
subscribers. 



Elders Geo~ge W. Chapman and Fred T. Williams, of the Alabama Confer- 
<ence, say : "We have visited every family of Saints in Crenshaw County, and 
also many friends. We have made special effort to get the Journal in every home. 
•Nearly all the Saints take it and many of the friends to the Grospel are subscribers 
also. We have held three meetings a week for six weeks." 



Sister Mary Gubler, wife of Elder Gubler, who is laboring in the Mississippi 
Conference, sends us a very nice letter in which she says: "I think th* 
•Journal is a gem. I can't tell you how much I appreciate it. I want to send 
you some subscribers. My husband says he has met some of the best people he 
lever saw. They are so kind and generous." 
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Elder Marcus B. Far and Wallace Young, of the North Carolina Conference, 
report that they have been visiting among the Saints in their Conference. They 
say they have been treated kindly by nearly everybody." They held twenty good 
spirited meetings, sold several Books of Mormons, and baptized one soul. On 
the trip they spent one night in the woods. 



•*The .Toxjrnal is a welcome comforter. It is the word of the Ix)rd so phiin 
that we need not miss the straight and narrow way that leads to heaven*s gate. 
I don*t know how those who have not the .Toitrnal in their homes can be satis- 
fied>" writes ^ster Nancy L. Breedlove of Virginia. We can't see how they can 
be satisfied, either. Sister Breedlove. 



Elder Harry Jj. Payne, of ColonJa Dublan, Oiih., Mexico, orders the 
Journal, and says: **In looking over the Journal it brings back many happy 
days spent with you down in the South. I am certainly pleased to keep in touch 
with the work there and feel to say. *God bless the faithful Elders and the Saints 
and friends in the Sunny South.' " 

Elder A. D. Miller, of Syracuse, Utah, renewing his subscription and ordering 
the Journal for his mother says: "I can not miss a single copy of our little truth 
bearer. Every one that comes is as welcome as a letter from home used to be when 
I was in the Sunny South." Elder Miller was in Atlanta when the first number 
of the Journal was published. 



Elder George R. Bailey, of the Central States Mission, with headquarters at 
Kansas City, sends in a subscription and says: "I have been visiting Saints in 
this part of the Lord's vineyard and have been reading with interest the lectures 
and sermons in the Journal. I realize that they would be of great benefit to all 
the Elders in their work." 



**I was delighted with the Journal, and it brought to my mind many happy 
hours spent ii> the South. I am particularly interested in the news from the South 
Alabama Field. I cherish a tender feeling for the Elders and Saints and am 
always pleased to hear of their success." So writes Elder Ezra P. Monson. of 
Hood River, Oregon. 



Brother John F. Sanders, who moved to Kelsey. Texas, a short time ago, 
writes that he is getting along fine and that he is well satisfied with the place and 
people. He says he will try to ^t some subscribers for the Journal. **I have 
\-olumes one and two of the Journal and I want volume three just as soon as it is 
•ready," he says. 



Elders Parker and WTiitehead, of North Carolina, relate a very interesting 
account of an encounter with a man full of questions at one of their meetings. 
They answered his interrogations while the meeting was still in progress and in- 
vited him to remain after the services for further discussion, but he refused and 
quietly retired. 



**I have not forgotten my experience in Tennessee, nor the kind friends I met 
there," writes Elder John V. Bluth, of Ogden. Utah. "I shall have an interest in 
the Mission where I received my first experience, ranging from the gloomy depths 
of ^scouragement to the heights of a joy, a buoyancy, or elation, diflScult to 
describe." 



Elders Wm. Lister and Fred Nielsen of the Ohio Conference send in a nice 
report of their travels in Putnam County. They are enjoying their labors and are 
meeting with success. The usual opposition to their preaching in church buildings 
and school houses, however, is experienced, but this only spurs them on in their 
labors. 



Elder C. A. Callis, w iting from Jacksonville, Fla., reports that he assisted in 
the baptism of two honest souls in the St. John's River. Many persons were pree- 
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ent and the Spirit of the Lord was manifested to a marked degree. Marching 
exercises have been introduced in the Sunday School at Jacksonville with very ^ood 
results. 



Sister Mary S. Hale, of Alabama, sends us a very nice letter in which she says 
die is going to try to get a few subscribers to the Journal. She has embraced 
several opportunities to speak to the people of her village on the Mormon people 
as she saw them on her visit West. We pray the Lord to bless her good work. 



Sister Bessie E. Rose, of South Carolina, says: "I have been a member of the 
Church for six years, and my testimony grows stronger each day, and know if any 
person will investigate the Gospel with a prayerful heart he can have a testimony. 
We often meet with persecution but this only makes us live nearer the Lord." 



"It is certainly a pleasure to me to have the privilege of reading such a good 
little paper as the Journal. It is so full of the Spirit of the GJospel. My hus- 
band, who was onoe opposed to "Mormon ism." says he thinks the Journal a 
nice little paper," comments Sister Lena Wenbery, of North Carolina. 



We take these words from a letter from Elder Thos. R. Smith, of Malta, 
Idaho : "I am glad to have the Journal in my house that I migiit read what the 
iBlders are doing in the South. I shall always remember my mission there and 
will never forget the kind people of that land who were so good to me." 



Another returned elder in the i)erson of Ariel F. Cardon, of I»gan. Utah, 
sends us a dolar for two subscriptions, one for himsef and one for some one "of the 
many good Saints who make the lives of the missionaries happy." He remembers 
the Saints here and his many friends with pleasure au-d gratitude. 



In Xenia, Ohio, two baptisms wei-e performed recently under the direction of 
Elders W. H. Smith, J. S. Webster and H. W. Olson. There are nineteen mem- 
bers of the Church in that city, and several earnest investigators give promise that 
in the near future there will be others added to the fold. 



Mr. James H. Heney, of Georgia, writes : "I am well pleased with the little 
Journal, and I can truthfully say that I never was able to understand the Grospel 
90 well as I do now. I shall eTer be with the Journal, for one page contains more 
truth than is preached by all of our preachers here." 



Mr. John H. Oarrow writes from Florida and says: "We like the Journal 
best of any paper we take. All the family are interested in it. It gives goorl 
advice and good Gospel truths. We are not members of any church and can*t 
see just as you do, but we may do some time." 



"The dear little Journal keeps me in the faith. I look for the coming of the 
little minister just the same as I do my dearest friend in the world, and when I 
receive it I never rest until I have read every word of it," so writes little sixteen- 
year-old Louisa A. Jacobson, of Alabama. 



A letter received from Sister Josie Lee Smith, of the Ohio Conference, con- 
tains this sentiment : "I hoi)e to do all I can toward getting the Journal in as 
many homes as possible. There is much joy in reading the Journal and it will 
gladden the hearts of all who read it." 



**Rev. James, a Baptist preacher, advised his congregation not to take us in 
or give us anything to eat," write Elders Thos. A. Storey and David Bgan, of Vir- 
ginia, "but all of them did not follow his advice for one of the members who lived 
.next to the church entertained us." 



Brother Calvin Williams, of Georgia, sends two subscribers to the Journal 
and says: "I regret that every Latter-day Saint in the Southern States don't 
take the Journal. I always read it with pleasure and it fills my heart with joy." 
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President Louib Hoagland of the New Zealand Mission says that they have 
five thousand native members of the church there. There are nearly half a million 
Europeans on the island and the elders do considerable work among: theoi. There 
are sixty missionaries laboring there. 



"I must say a wo:-di for the Eldebs* Journal. I have never found anything 
so interestiui?, and so much of the pure <TOsi)el preached as comes through the 
JouRNAi« Every t'me it comes I wish it were published every week," writes Sister 
Mary Jane Talent, of Tennessee. 



Brother Zadok K. Judd, Jr., writing from Kanab, Utah, s^ys: "The sample 
copy of the Journal just received is bustling with missionary spirit and vividly 
recalls old scenes in the South, although it has been twenty years since I was 
there." He sends us two subscribers. 



From a letter written by Sister Fannie Bishop, of South Carolina, we quote : 
"I cannot afford to be without the Joubnai« Through it I am able to hear from 
the dear EBders I love so well, and €un able to learn of the teachings of the 
martyred Prophet of the Lord." 



"Good Elder E. S. Davis, of Clifton, Arizona, paid for my subscription to tlie 
Journal after he went home, and words can not express my thanks to him for 
his kindness. I hope to be baptized soon.'* Says Sister Mollie Gibson, of the 
Georgia Coliference. 



Reporting from Williamburg County, South Carolina, EJders J. C. Anderson ' 
and Wm. R. Lewis say that they have found several Saints who have not been 
visited for three and four years. They have baptized three into the Church and 
are doing much good. 



In a letter from Elders Thomas E. Rose and D'vid I^arsen, they report that 
a short time ago they held a very successful meeting at Nellie, Ala., baptizing 
four honest in heart as a result. Two more interest 'ng and spirited meetings were 
subsequently held. 



Brother S. T. SinOair writes from Chesterfield. S. C, and says that a few 
nights ago some one broke into <his house and stole all the book» he had. He pos- 
sessed a fine collection of church works, all of which were taken. The thief has 
not yet been found. 



Ekiers R. W. Snyder and Wm. Judd, of the Georgia Conference, recently bap- 
tized six honest souls into the fold. They had a very interesting time at the 
confirmation services which were held in the Latter-day Saints meeting houFe, 
ot McDonald, Ga. 



Writing from Mana^sa, Colorado. Brother Benjamin F. MoKinney says : 
"I know that God is blessing th*s people. All those who live as they ought are 
being prospered. We have a good country here and the prospects are verv 
bright." 



We take the following from a letter from Sister Mary V. Caison, of the North 
Carolina Conference : "We are greatly pleased with the Elders* Journal. It is 
a valuable little paper and contains much valuable instruction.** 



"I am a poor man, with six little children," says Brother John .T. I^yfield. 
of Georgia, "but I would work hard and long for a half dollar before I would be 
without the little preacher, as we sometimes call the Journal." 



We take the following from a letter written by Brother S. R. Evans, of Lewis- 
town, Utah : "I feel so proud of this little paper that I call others* attention to 
it and thereby secure a new subscriber once in a while.** 
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Elder Netbau Tanntr, Jr., of Tilden, Utah, sends his subscription and says, 
**1 have always felt interested in the Southern States Mission ever since I left the 
field, and my love for the cause has never abated in the least." 



Elder J. U. Allred, of Raymond, Alberta, Canada, who was here on a mission 
several years ago, gives us the intelligence that he is the happy father of "another" 
line boy. The Journal extends its warmest congratulations. 



Brother Robert L. 'Coxy, of North Carolina, says : **1 must way that th** 
Journal is one of the best papers in the world. I live in an isolated part of the 
countrj', €uid the Journal comes to comfort me." 



Sister Nancy L. Breedlove gives us these few kind words: "God bless the 
little Journal. May it be in every home of the Saints for it is a constant guide 
and comforter to all who are searching for trutti." 



Elder Thomas Ashton. of Woodruff, Utah, sends two subscriptions and says 
that he will not be without the Journal, and adds: "I have many dear friends 
in the South to whom I wish to be remembered." 



.Sister Rebecca Alton, of Georgia, has the following to say : "I can*t do 
without the Journal for it is such a good little paper. It is almost like a visit 

from the Elders." 

• 

Elder Alfred Gardner, of M<'ndon, Utah says : "I would be lost without the 
Journal. It is a very valuable work and must be a source of great comfort to the 
Saints and Elders." 



"We could not do without the Journai* It is like sunshine in our home on 
a darfc day. for we live in a land of persecution," so writes Brother L. F. White, 
of Mississippi. 



Sister Alice Poynter, of Jeffersonville, Ind.. writes a nice letter and expresses 
many beautiful thoughts concerning the truths of the Gosjiel and the value of 
rhe Journal. 



Writing from the Georgia Conference, Sister Mary Martin says : "I am cer- 
tainly pleased with the dear little Journal. It is an ever welcome visitor in our 
house. About all the preaching we hear comes through the Journal." 



The elders in Nashville, Terni., have started a Doctrine and CJovenants class 
which mpets everj' morning. The work of the Ix>rd in that city is crowned with 
success. 



Sister Elizabeth Whitemore, of Florida, writes: "When I get the Journal 
I do not stop until I have read it through. I wish it would come every week." 



President Thomas S. Court of the Samoan Mission, sends in four subscribers 
to the JoTTRNAL and expresses his appreciation for the little missionary paper. 



"I am always glad to get the Journal and to read how the woi* of the Lord 
is progressing over the land," says Brother G. M. Price, of North Carolina. 



A letter from Elders Booth and Nelson send us word that a short time ago they 
were unable to get entertainment and were forced to sleep in the woods. 



"We are glad to say that all the Saints in Macon, have subscribed for the 
Journal," writes Elder A. M. Palmer, of the Georgia Conference. 



Sister Maggie Denison, of Florida, sends us a new subscriber and says: 
"The Journal is the best little paper I have ever read." 
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The readers of the Journal will be ioterested to know that Elder James H. 
Wallis, who labored on the Journal for the past year, has become interested in the 
Cache Valley News, of which he is the editor, published at Preston, Idaho. He 
will also conduct a law practice in connection . with his newspaper work. The 
experience Brother Wall is has to his credit, together with his native ability, will 
insure his success. We congratulate him on his good fortune, and wish him every 
possible success in his undertaking. 



Sister Maud Smith, of Tennessee, says : "I do love to read the little Journal 
and the price is so small that I would not be without it." 



Brother T. T. Adams, of Virginia, says: "I love the Journal. It is all the 
comfort I have when the Elders are away so long." 



*'I am always glad to get the Journal, for it seems like a visit from the 
<*lders," says Sister Mattie Sadler, of Alabama. 



ANOTHER PIONEER GONE. 

JESSE N. SMITH, PRESIDENT OF THE SXOWFLAKE STAKE OF ZION. 

Jfttother Smith was one of the ipioneers of 1847. He was a cousin of President 
Joseph F. Smith. Those who knew him say that there was not a better or a 
purer minded man in the Church. Speaking of his death the Deseret News says : 

"Again a stalwart pioneer of Utah has been called from earth, this time Jesse 
Nathaniel iSmith, for a number of years past president of the Snowflake Stake of 
Zion. Tlie veteran's death occurred Tuesday, June 5 at 3:42 p.m., and the an- 
nouncement came by wire to President Joseph F. Smith from Joseph A. Smith. 
n son of the deceased. 

In the demise of Elder Smith the Church has lost one of its most faithful 
members and the community in which he lived is deiprived of a stanch and true 
friend, a man who has been a pilar of strength to the settlements in Arizona since 
the "Mormon" people first settled there. He was a thoroughly good, honest, and 
kind-'hearted man, whom to know was to love. He was a man of strong character, 
as he wjs strong physically. He inspired faith and confidence in the hearts of those 
with whom he came in contact. In times when men's souls are tried, when dangers 
and troubles are imminent, oftentimes the very presence of some particular man 
brings a feleing of safety and of comfort. Such a man was Jesse N. Smith. His 
strong personality lent strength to the weak, and alleviation to the distressed, and 
his death will be mourned by many who knew his worth." 



DEATH OF PRESIDENT JOSEPH MORRELL OF THE CACHE STAKE. 

President Joseph Xlorrell. of the Cache Stake of Zion, died on the evening of 
May 30. of pneumonia, at his home in Logan, Utah. f31der Morrell labored in 
the Southern States twenty-three years ago where he performed an honorable 
mifwion. He was assigned to the State of Mississippi first and afterwards was 
called to preside over the Kentucky Conference. While he was in the South he was 
stripped of his clothing, tied to a tr^ee and severely whipped by a mob; and on 
one occasion he and his companion were forced to evade a ^ng of men bent on 
doing them injury, by hiding in a com field for several days where they lived on the 
raw com. Brother Morrell was a man of public trust at home and sustained the 
good will and confidence of the many people who knew him. He was acting bishop 
of the Third Ward in Logan for a time, and when Apostle Merrill was president of 
the Chache Stake he was one of his counselors. It was in May, liSOl, that he 
was called to succeetl Apostle Merrill to the Stake presidency, the position he held 
at his death. He leaves a wive and seven children, besides a host of friends to 
mourn their loss. 



The faculty of si'Jf-coivtrol should be eultlv-at<MV aimve all othe^rs.— Si)encer. 
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Juke 15, 1906. 
BEN B. RICH, Editor. J. SrOKES, Jr , Associate Editor. 

** Behold, they that have been sent to preach my Gospel amongf the conffre^- 
tions of the wicked: wherefore [ give to them a commandment thus: *THOU 
SHALT NOT IDLE AWAY THY TIME.' "—(Doctrine and Covenants, secUon 60, 
verse 13.) 



EDITO RIAL. 



CHARGES AGAINST MORMONISM. 

"A resolution adopted by the Presbyterian general assembly in session at Des 
Moines, Iowa, (Contains a preamble, declaring specifically that the 'Mormon 
hierarchy claims the right and authority to make constitutions, president* and 
kings; also asserts that there is no lawful or authorized government, but the gov- 
ernment of the Mormon priesthood;* and that *Mts teachers, claiming inspiration, 
declare that the government of the United States and all other governments must 
be uprooted." This declaration, positive and categorical, wa» made by way of a 
preamble to a demand that Ueed Smoot, an npostle of the Mormon church, be 
removed from his seat in the United States senate. 

If the statements here quoted are not "thoughts fathered by the wish.;" if they 
are not imaginary-, as is too often the case when men are moved by intense feeling 
to attack sj'stems and beliefs antagonistic to their own ; in other words, if the 
Presbyterians ^-ere speaking of things of actual knowledge, there ought not to be 
nny further difficulty on the part of the United States senate in arriving at a 
thorough understanding of its duty in the Smoot case. But the very fact that 
this case has been dragging itself along for several years would seem to question 
the accuracy of the statements made by the Presbyterians. If the things charged 
against the Mormon hierarchy are true, then there ought to be no difficulty to 
prove "them. The •Presbj-terians, in all Christian charity, would hardly arraign a 
body of their fellow citizens in so- serious a way without first having ample proof 
of the truth of their assertions, and it would seem to be their bounden duty to com- 
municate to the committee of the senate having this memorable case in charge, all 
of the indubitable e\'idence they must have and upon which they are basing their 
formal allegations. 

If the Mormon church, even by implication, affirms that "government except 
by the Mormon hierarchy must be uprooted," then the United States senate would 
be guilty of high treason to admit one of that faith to participation in the func- 
tions of government ; and the Presbyterians would seem to be partners in that 
treason if they fail to supply the senate with the good and' sufficient proofs of the 
truth of their charges — either that or they are guilty of having slandered a religious 
organization having as much right as they to serve God according to the dictates 
of their own consciences." 

The above is an editorial from the Chattanooga Times, and is a fair-minded 
exposition of the question. We have nothing to say about the political phase of 
this subject, only this, that we believe, and we feel justified in making the state- 
ment, that the senators of the ITnited States will not be influenced by the intimi- 
datin^g protests coming to them from the different states of the Union; because 
ihe work of certain members of the committee who, from the beginning, have shown 
that their verdict was reached long before the hearing, and they have been doing 
everything in their power to work up prejndice against the senator who was to be 
trietl for his right to a seat in the senate. Members of this committee have used 
their influence through Mrs. Schoff and hei* organization of motherless mothers, to 
intimidate senators, and to induw them to be actuated in their vote on the Utah 
senator's case, by i>rejudice. 

We do not think we overestimate the truth wlien we say that ninety per ceni 
of the signatures to the petitions that have been filed against Senator Smoot, have 
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uttered falsehoods ^^insiZm T^ "^ *^ ^"'Pel. tr^^TLI*^'*^ ^ 
"ons. Leaders of tS ,^n?w "'*'■ *" P"-**^"" na^^ ^'! .""'P"*- have 
likewise. OnroftlTsZro^' ^r^'ni'^tions """"Vho^ the ^ J^ k'*'^ «*"• 
went through the pTerThrt h! f"!f "P"" *^ ""nmittm" o^dTX^ ^r** *»«" 
Smoot beat.''a«d thrwastL'^tJ^^'be'?:^ * ?"'! »' "« »«-'«' i^ S^d'V'^- 
fore the Committee on PriviW^.^ If, * f"'^'* **'»«« had been^e„l?*^'<"' 
made fiery speeches in ^i? *^ ""^ K'ections. The semit^V^ , """n*** be- 

been entrusted with the Dower /. ^'^l^ '*«' 'he broad-ininderrL'^'*^'"'*"': 
citizen of this nat^leSss ofTh':'!'' f"^'' «»«tit«TS r?;;"/"o »«v^' 
bittered facUon of i4limo^ rifi°l "'*^P0P"'«'- damor of a Dreii^rt!^ °' **'''•? 

and that the same ^^1^? „r.i'n7 ".T ""'« «"«ntion to the » *■ *?" '" ">«■ 

Rut as we said before it is not onr inf ?• '"°"»n« the thinit to sniV !L "^ '*" 
qu-stion, so we will confine ouL^ U to^w '" '^«"* the yUi«i U^'^'^- 

out vigorously for a separation of CWh aiil St.f * '^"'^o"* W rtif^" 
of not "practicing what they preach" thev,.f!i J. ""^ 'rue to^i,^ *^ 
8w,ng the President and the Senate of the l^J*'!''- '^l**! J«l iSJT' 
woefully prejudiwd realm, on a rur^^Ty civil ,^1^ ^t»*«« 'Mo thS ^5^ - 
ma.v have thought that all the braTns in th^ Un^t^*« "^^ P^A^^T^LT 
were massed together on their oct^s^on of »MW -®*«'«*' " t^^JT^' 
hejr malidous fever sufficiently low to admk ^r"""^"'- b-T^tT 'j;;- 
t«ble.Kpoonful of cold hard facts thev will ^ i- * »^'n « tw, «• ~ ^^ 
to admit it. that their reHgTo cUi^^IUSC^'^^i^^l^^Sh ^^^^ 
ness and hatred of heart, than it did sou^Tf £^^**^ ^-" ^--^ 

In addition to wliat the Tiires has said w.. aT^™' 
consideration of Dr. Wishard nnd hi« ^petTfio^jr *' ** ' ^^ *=. ^ ^ 
are interested in .siftjn^^ the lie« f x,m the fl^ hTTi:- "^ ^ '^ ^^-Z^ 
Now Mr. WLshard and your religious fnnctLIl*! "T^ 
You set forth in the preamble of your rtmjJ^^^ ^"* ' ^' 
'- '■ nnw^nt. of t\v T'rT'-J ,,***• ^^i-' a- !----« ^ 




■ ••4iH>i|.<tlil<- r<,r il,<- iii«iiruil)l<< <-rtlvin«a gf^^^^^"^ ••^ i^^ 
Uiioir.ii.lint' Ih«I.v ..r >..,.(• f.-ll.tw -fiti».n,f tTT *^ * ""^ • ^1^^ " 
^^:lll).- ■•.iiiiltiiiiii U diii' to .\oiir ••nr)/ l^^aL^*****^ ^■■IVA^ 
i« tttiir. nliiii<.v<-r ilio I'jiiiw. ><•■ fc«» ^!^ *^*'— f «^^^«. ^y,~*' 
ClIiiM.iinn st.irii ..J- iirriK'iid*' : f«»r i1h.|^ j, ^^" *•■• ^^^ ^'^•~° 
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Joseph Smith, declares that Ood revealed through one of His prophets that His 
Spirit moved upon Columbus to discover this land, and that He was with the 
people who settled here, and inspired our fathers An their establishment of this 
government. We believe this Book, and we believe this government to be a gift 
from God. Hie Prophet Joseph Smith, through whom God established this 
Church, said, that the Constitution of -the United States was inspired of God, ttnd 
he also said : 

"The Constitutdon of the Ignited States is a glorious standard ; it is founded 
upon wisdom ; it is a heavenly banner; it is like a great tree under whose branches 
men from every clime can be shielded from the burning rays of an inclement sun ; 
and Mormons as well as Presbyterians, and every other denomination, have equal 
rights to partake of the fruits of this great tree of our national liberty." 

Perhaps you Presbyterians can see distoyalty and treason in those sentiments 
because they were uttered by a servant of GJod, but any consistent mind, unsteeped 
in the gall of prejudice, would declare with us that such expressions come only 
from the lips of patriots whose hearts and souls know nodiing but American 
loyalty and American independence^ the Presbyterian lie notwithstanding to the 
contrary. Notice the liberality extended by the Prophet Joseph to you Presby- 
terians, as well as to all other denominations. How much better you won Id fare 
under Mormon rule on Mormon principle, than Mormons would fare under Presby- 
terifun rule on Presbyterian principle. You, sirs, would enjoy every right be- 
queathed to the children of this nation by her Constitution, while we, were you to 
hold the scepter of power, judging purely from what you say and what you do, 
would be robbed of every right and privilege, and no doubt burned at the stake 
to gratify your merciless and selfish religious intolerance. 

Brigham Young, who succeeded the Prophet Joseph Smith to the Presidency 
of this Church has left these words on record: 

"To accuse us of being unfriendly to the government is to accuse us of 
hostility to our religion, for no item of inspiration is held more sacred with us than 
the Constitution under which she acts." 

Does this bespeak disloj-alty or conspiracy? Shame on you Presbyterians for 
your vilification ! You know better, then why do you succor the lie you circulate? 

President John Taylor, another of the Church Presidents, once made the fol- 
lowing declaration: 

"It was 'through and by the power of God, that the fathers of this country 
framed the Declaration of Independence, and also that great palladium of human 
rights, the Constitution of the United iStates. There is nothing of a bigoted, nar- 
row contracted feeling about th:it instrument ; it is broad and comprehenaive." 

May we ask Mr. Presbyterian, "Does that breathe the spirit of disloyalty or 
treason? Dr. Wishard, can you spiritualize or distort that expression to sustain 
your cowardly assertion? Answer. We will not press you for a reply, for we 
know what pain you would suffer should one single truth escape your vile lips. 

Bow down thine* ear and again listen to the words of the late Wdlford Wood- 
ruff, another President of the Church you call disloyal : 

"The I^rd inspired the men that framed the Constitution of our county, and 
has guarded the nation from its foundation." 

Call you that evidence of hatred toward this government? In the face of wh-at 
our leaders have said about the Constitution- of this government and the government 
itself your contemptible resolution, with its detestable lies, is enough to nauseate 
every man and every woman of sound sense and judgment, but you. Dr. Wishard* 
and your cocrusaders may rest perfectly easy, for you will never suffer an attack. 

The present President of the Church, Joseph F. Smith, ennunciated from the 
pulpit at Logan, ITtah, the following concerning tbe establishment of this nation : 

"It was part of the design of the Almighty when He influenced our fathers 
to leave the Old World and come to this Continent : He had a hand in the estab- 
lishment of this government ; He inspii-ed the framers of the Constitution and 
tlH» fathers of this nation to contend for their liberty." 
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Does that sound «s though it came froip the heart of a conspirator or a traitor, 
Mr. Presbyterian? You will observe that what we said in the be^nning, that we 
believe this government to be a gift from God, is supported by the expressions of the 
m«i who have stood and who now stand at the head of this Church. These leaders 
have never done one thing to impeach their declarations, everj' «ne of which has been 
nmde before the congregations of the Saints. This is a doctrine every Latter-daj 
Saint believes. It is a cardinal tenet of our faith. It is taught our children from 
their infancy, and they grow up with these doctrines engraven upon the tablets of 
their hearts; then how in the name of conscience can a people imbued with this 
teaching be disloyal to the very institution which the God they worship established? 
Such absurd conclusions, such diabolical doctrine, such contemptiable, warped and 
contracted ideas could never have been conceived, save in the mind of Dr. Wishard 
and his Presbyterian allies. 

Dr. Wishard, you have read our articles of faith a thousand times. The 
twelfth article reads as follows: 

"We believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and magistrates; in 
obeying, honoring and sustaining the law." 

Does this savor of disloyalty? You have lived in Utah long enough to know, 
nnd you do know, that this article of faith is taught every iSabbath day to more 
than a hundred and twenty-five thousand -Sunday school children by Mormon 
teachers. You know it is cairied in the pocket of every Mormon elder; taught 
in every Mormon school, and is one of the comer stones of our religion. You 
simply lied because you love to distribute falsehoods about the Mormon people 
more than you love the truth. When the fact is remembered that your miserable 
falsifying countenance, which is but a photograph of the lying soul behind it, is 
known to almost every Mormon in Utah, and that you are permitted to live there 
in safety, to go and come as you please with no one to. molest or make you afraid, 
is proof positive that the Mormons are law-abiding, long-suflfering, and a patient 
people who believe with rll their hearts in this article of faith we have just quoted. 

So much for the present on expressions of loyalty. Now for a few deeds. 

When our people were driven by ruthless mobs from the confines of the 
I'nited 'States into the unbroken wilderness of the West, they carried with them 
more than a thousand miles from civilzation, the Stars and Stripes. When they 
reached Salt Lake Valley, -Brigham Young selected the highest peak in the border- 
ing hills and planted Old Glory upon it.; and today there ascends to towering 
heights a steel shaft from whidh the (Star Spangled Banner waves in memoriam of 
that patriotic deed! Is there anything in this indicative of disloj-alty or treason? 
This was then Mexican soil; but their love for the Constitution of the United 
States burst forth in this loyal demonstration of patriotism, and proved beyond 
doubt to which government they preferred allegiance. Where, Mr. Presbyterian, 
is the ground for your accusation, in the light of this fact? Once more you must 
remain silent, while the lie you set on foot concerning us rebounds into your 
teeth. 

While the Mormon exiles were enroute on their westward journey, Presi- 
dent James K. Polk dispatched an officer to the camp of the Saints with orders 
asking Brigham Young to furnish five hundred men to assist in the war with 
Mexico. These wandering exiles had been robbed of their property and driven from 
their homes under the very shadows of the Constitution, and when they appealed 
to the government for protection, the only satisfaction obtainable from the chief 
executive of the Union was, "Your cause is just but I can do nothing for you." 
However, notwithstanding this utter disregard of the constitutional guaranteed 
rights. President Young said: "CViptain Allen, you shall have your men. If we 
haven't young men enough, we will take our old men, and if there are not old men 
enough, we will take our women, but you shall have your men." 

The quota was over filled at onoe, and the Mormon Battalion- marched forth 
to defend their country's flag. Anything savoring of treason or disloyalty in this, 
Mr. Presbyterian? Again we can crowd the lie into your throat. 

At the recent Spanivsh-American war, tne President of the Church advised our 
boys to respond to the call for volunteers. Without a moment's hesitation they 
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flocked to the recruiting stations, both in Idaho and Utah, and the quotas of both 
these states were mainly made up of Mormon soldiers among whom were a liberal 
representation of Elders of the Church. The valiant record of these brave and 
patriotic young men, is so well known to all the people of this land, except per- 
haps to Presbyterians, thU we need but to reiterate here for their special benefit 
that they were in the thickest of the fight in the Philippines, where they earned 
the plaudits of the whole nation for their skillful- and valorous work; and in every 
engagement, they fought nobly and bravely for the cause, and acquitted themselves 
with honors equal to those received by any regiment enlisted with them in battle. 
Any thing treasonable or disloyal here, either on the part of the President of the 
Ohurch who advised the enlistment or on the part of the young men who responded? 
Again we can pin the lie to your slanderous tongues. 

Another thing: The Mormon jieople throughout the whole West, take great 
interest and pride in celebrating the anniversary of the signing of the Declaration 
of In<*ependenoe. If Presbyterians, or any one else, has ever attended one of these 
gatherings, they would behoia demonstrations of patriotism and loyalty in every act. 
Cannons and anvils are fired at dny-break ; bands fill the atmosphere with national 
airs; patriotic speeches are mado ; the Declaration of Independence is read; and 
f:-om every public and private^bullding and home can be seen our National colors 
in all their magnificence and splendor. The atmosphere vibrates from day-break 
till night-fall wRh demonstrations of loyalty ana patriotism, and it is far into the 
sombre night before the last echoes of the day's testimonies of love of country, 
from the bwasts of Mormon patriots die aw-ay into the stillness of nature's sleep. 

We celebrate the anniversary of our pioneers' entrance into the Oreat Salt 
Lake Valley, July 24, 1847. On the,se auspicious occasions we proudly and joyfully 
listen to the spirited reading of the Declaration of Independence ; to patriotic ora- 
tions, and national songs: and amid the flying of flags, the firing of guns and the 
inspiring music of brass bends, we express our devotion to our country and avow 
our gratitude to God, that our homes are with the brave, and in the land of the 
free I Is there any evidence in this to support your rash charges against us? Any 
evidence of treason or disloyalty there? Are enemies to the government made of 
th-at kind of mite rial? Reason and consistency both answer *'No," and your ac- 
cusations, Mr. Presbyterian, rebound to your own breasts, leaving in their illum- 
ined wake the inscription, carvel, as it were, from blocks of fire, "Thou has lied 
against thy neighbor." 

If they had possessed disloyal hearts, when the «South seceded from the Union 
would have been the time to have shown their disloyalty to the government. Did 
they do so? No, but just quick as the news of secession reached Brigham Young, 
Governor of the Territory of Utah, he wired President Lincoln : **Utah has not 
seceded." Anythiqg unpatriotic or disloyal about that? How can you Presby- 
terians, in> the face of such profound assurances of fidelity as this, together with 
all the other evidences of our loyalty, profess to stand in Christian spirit and on 
Christian principle, boastful of being Americans imbued with the traits and 
characters of the very soul of our Constitution, and yet lift your voices to Wash- 
ington in a pretended worthy appeal with such deep plotted lies upon your lips 
to give impetus to your cause, and not feel even abashed or ashamed? You call 
that Americanism? -CTiPistianity? Bosh I Our Union stands for honor, truth, 
and justice! And as for Christianity, were the Christ, whom you pretend to 
emulate, to pass His opinion upon your unhallo>^'ed course — judging from what He 
taught and the work He came to establish, you could expect to receive from His 
righteously indignant lips the words. **The Ix>rd hiteth a lying tongue," therefore 
"depart from me ye cursed, for thou hast not only borne false witness against thy 
neighbor, but thou art found among those who worketh inquity and loveth and 
roaketh a lie." 

In all that has been quoted from our leadei-s. and the facts produced concern- 
ing the deeds of the Mormon people — all of which you Presbyterians ignored in 
your fiendish and acrimonious accusations — where do you find even an inkling of 
proof that we maintain that "this government, and all others, must be uprooted?" 
Again we can fling the lie into your vile mouths. 

Now for a few more quotations from leaders of the body of American citisens 
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whom you choose to braiKl as traitors to their country. We presume you have 
already had more than you can stand, but while we are dealing with this subject we 
want to crowd the lies contained in your resolutions so far down your throats that 
it will take until the resurrection to release them, and for you the Lord only knows 
when that time will be. 

Here is an expression from Orson Hyde, a deeceased Apostle of tiie Church : 

**The very name of American causes a thrill of patriotic devotion to her beet 
interests to quiver in the heart of every citizen of Utah, with a zeal «md a pride for 
the welfare of our country that does honor to the memory of those departed heroes 
whose ashes are mingled in our eoil, and made rich and dear to ua by their blood. 
Remember Lexington and Bunker Hill, and lastly Yorktown, with all the inter- 
mediate scenes as narrated in the American Revolution! Remember the immortal 
Washington, cho.sen to lead our Infant armies through the perils and hardships of 
an unequal contest, to the climax of victory and the pinnacle of fame ! 'His name, 
embalmed in the never-dying sympathies of his grateful countrymen, will be 
heralded in the melody of song, "while the earth bears a plant or the ocean rolls 
a wave." God and our country, now and forever, one and inseparable." 

Come, Dr. Wishard, did you ever hear a declaration of treason or conspiracy 
sound like that? Can you really read that sentiment and then turn to your con- 
gregation and cry "Traitors !" Pardon us for a^ing the question. We knew 
you would answer "Yes,'* for you have done that very thing, aaad are doing it every 
day. A bright (?>, charitable (?), honorable (?), truthful representative (?) orf 
Jesus you are (?). How you honor the cause (?). 

Another Apostle who lived in the days of President Brigham Young and who 
was his counsellor, Greorge A. Smith, said : 

"God inspired our fathers to make the Declaration of Independence, and sus- 
tained them in their struggles for liberty until they conquered. I love American 
independence ; the principle is dear to my heart. When I have beeii in foreign 
countries, I have felt proud of the American flag, and have desired that they could 
have the enjoyment of as much liberty as the American people." 

This makes your Presbyterian resolutions look more like a vicious lie than ever 
Doctor, but we can't help it ; these statements are true, and although they dis- 
close the deception of your heart and the narrowness of your soul, we can only say, 
"swallow them." 

Now here is another one from President Brigham Young: 

"We consider that the men in the Revolution were inspired by the Almighty 
to throw off the mother government with her established religion. For this cause 
were Adams, Jefferson, Franklin, Washington, and a host of others, inspired to 
deeds of resistanc** to the acts of the kinar of (irea" Britain. Tt was the ^oc* 
of the Lord inspiring all those worthy men who bore influence in those trying times, 
not only to go forth in battle, but to exercise wisdom in council, f6rtitu<fe, courage, 
and endurance in the tented field, as well as subsequently to form and adopt those 
wise and eflScient measures which secured to themselves and succeeding generations 
the blessing of a free and independent government. This government, so formed, 
has been blessed by the Almighty until she spreads her sails in every sea, and her 
power is felt in every land." 

While we are considering the above let us read the following quotations also, 
from the same author : 

"It was this government formed by men inspired of God, although at the time 
they knew it not, after it was firmly established in the seat of power and influenee, 
where liberty of conscience, and the free exercise of rel'gious worship were funda- 
mental principles guaranteed in the Constitution." 

"When the iron hand of oppression and persecution has fallen upon this -peo- 
pie. our oppressors have broken their own laws, set at defiance and trampled under 
foot every principle of equal rights, justice, and liberty found written »n that 
rich legacy of our fathers. The Constitution of the United States.''^ 
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Again the same author says : 

"Young men, braves and warriors, who sit before me this day, let me adv'se 
you never to let the hand of tyranny or oppression rise in these mountains, but 
stand unflinchingly by the Constitution of the United States, which our fathers 
sealed with their blood." 

Is it consistent that a man, filled with bitterness toward the government, 
would advocate this doctrine to his people with all the sincerity and earnestness 
of soul expressed in those declarations? Would a traitor to his country inculcate 
principles of patriotism into the hearta of his followers for the very government 
be hated and despised? 

Can you Presbyterians explain why it is that all our leaders are on record fo:* 
speeches of loyalty and love of the government Of the United States, if they are 
what you allege in your indictment? No. you' can not explain it. It is not your 
business to explain it. That phase of the question i» too high for your morals; 
your business is to give birth to lies concerning our people and nourish them on 
the milk of bitter hatred and prejudice. 

Apostle Erastus Snow gave the following counsel in the Salt Lake Tabernacle 
to the Saints in conference assenvbled : 

"Whatever some may have thought of the ma I -administration in our govern- 
ment and of the efforts of individuals, and sometimes of large factions to abridge 
the rights of the people, and of their blind zeal and efforts to reach the Latter-day 
Saints, and to stamp out the religion we profess — whatever may have been- thought 
of the efforts of such individuals, cliques, or factions, and of their warfare 
pgainst us; and who in that warfare trample under foot constitutional provis- 
ions of our government — undermine the foundations upon which it rests — tee must 
never in our feelings charge any of these things to this system of government, or 
to the principles enunciated hy the Constitution, which %ce are commanded to 
observe and keep. We must charge -it always where it belongs — to the bigotry, 
the ignorance, the selfishness, ambition and blind -sseal of ignorant and corrupt poli- 
ticians, their aiders and abettors, and all this should only serve to make u» try 
more earnestly, anxiously and faithfully to combat such efforts upon constitutional 
grounds, calling upon God to help us." 

That is certainly effective doctrine to give to a congregation who according 
to Dr. Wishard, are taught disloyalty. Surely such seed as that sown broadcast 
among the Latter-day Saints would not produce fruits of conspiracy and dis- 
loyalty. That is the kind of counsel and advice the Saints h*ive been taught all 
their lives, and why it is that men like Dr. Wishard and his stripe constantly 
raise the howl of disloj-alty against us can only be accounted for from the f-ict 
that they were not bom to tell the truth, and consequently glory more in slander- 
ing their fellovi^ than in supporting the principles of justice, honor and truth. 
This Presbyterian minister's action almost converts us to one of the principles 
of his faith, which maintains that some are destined to be eternally damned. 

Orson Pratt, another of the Apostles of the Church, once si id to the Saints 
at a general conference : 

"We never want to be freed from the Constitution of our country. It is built 
upon heavenly principles. It is established as firm as the rock of a^es, and when 
those that abuse it shall moulder in corruption under the surface of the earth, 
the American Constitution will stand and no people can destroy it because God 
raised it by our ancient fathers, and inspired them to frame that sacred instrument. 
The <.V)nHtitution is one thing; corrupt politicians are another thing. One may 
be bright as the noonday sun ; the other as corrupt as hell itself." 

Here we have another exposition of the high regird in which our people hold 
the Constitution of the United States. Here is another high Church ofBciaJ deal- 
ing out counsel on the way and manner in which we as Latter-day Saints are to 
look upon our country and its Constitution. And yet we are said to be filled with 
the spirit of disloyalty and cons^piracy. IIow utterly false the declarations of all 
our lead'ng men prove these base accusations. We can not refrain from quoting 
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another line from President Brigham Young in which he says : ^*The Constitution 
we will sustain all the day long, and it will shield us, while the men who crj' out 
*Mormon disturbance* will go to hell. 

Now we give you the patriotic words of Parley P. Pratt, another of the lead- 
ing Apostles of the Church, who was one of the brightest minds that the Church 
has had : 

"The longer I live and the more acquainted I am with men and things, the 
more I realize that these movements, and particularly that instrument called the 
Constitution of American liberty, was certainly dictated by the spirit of wisdom, 
by a spirit of unparalelled liberty and by a spirit of political utility. And if 
that Constitution be carried out by a wise administration, it is calculated to benefit 
not only all the people that are bom under its particular jurisdiction, but all 
the people of the earth, of whatever nation, kindred, tongue, religion or tradition, 
that may seek to take a shelter under its banner. It seems broad enough, and 
large enough, to receive and protect all that may be in any way deprived of the 
common rights of man. It was doubtless dictated by the spirit of eternal wisdom, 
and has thus far proved itself adequate to the wants of the nation, and to the 
wants of all mankind that have seen fit to attach themselves to it. or come under 
Its protection and share in its blessings.*' 

This staten*ent was also made in public, and is considered good, sound Mormon 
doctrine. And once more we beg of our Presbyterian accusers to deduct one 
tlioaght therefrom evidencing their falsehoods. 

And now comes again the Apostle George A. Smith, who, as we have said 
before, was a counselor to Brigham Young, with the following expressions of 
Mormon patriotism and loyaltjr : 

"We love the Constitution of the United States in its organization : but we 
detest southern secession and northern disunion, or anj-thing that would be cal- 
culated to destroy our glorious union and the institutions which have been sealed 
by the blood of our fathers.*' 

Is there anything in this that indicates a spirit of rebellion a^^ainst the gov- 
ernment? The same author does say that we are rebellious, however, and he ex- 
plains against w^hat we rebel in terms that Presbyterians can not help under- 
standing, and it ought to shtit their mouths forevermore from harping against the 
Latter-day Saints on the question of their rebellion and disloyalty. Here it is : 

"Men will rise up in distant countries and say we are rebellious. Rebellious ! 
Against what? Against the power of mobs, lawless robbery, and thp infringe- 
ment of the Constitution of the Ignited States — against the lawless destruction 
of property and life — against the deprivation of human beings of religious liberty — 
that is what we are rebellious against.** 

This explains to Dr. Wishard the things against which we are opposed. We 
detest and abhor all such unprincipled actions on the part of any man or any 
set of men ; and we are only sorry that he and his fellow churchmen are so 
narrow and selfish in their views as to try to deprive us from enjoying the 
same rights and privileges under the <yon8titution that they themselves want to 
enjoy. What a land of liberty this would be if such men as he held the reins of 
government ! 

He charges that we claim the right to. establish governments in the earth, 
and that all governments will be subject to our iK)we-. His accusations are basely 
false and misleading. We do believe that eventually Christ will come upon the 
earth to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords. But the Bible supports this 
doctrine. Jesus and His apostles are advocates of this great scriptural principle, 
and inasmuch as we are Christians — not Wishardites — naturally we believe what 
Grod has spoken on this question. But listen a moment. Hear once more the 
words of our pioneer, our statesman, our Prophet of the Lord, Brigham Young: 

"When the day comes in which the kingdom of God will bear rule, the fla^ 
of the United States will proudly flutter unsullied on the flagstaff of liberty and 
equal rights without a siK)t to sully its fair surface ; the glorious flag our fathers 
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have bequeathed to us will then be unfurled to the breeze by those who have 
power to hoist it aloft, and defend its sanctity." 

We could produce two or three hundred pages of just such loyal and iml- 
triotic declarations as these from the great men in our Ohurch, but arpace will not 
permit ; but what we have reproduced is sufficient to quash this Presbyterian 
indictment, and to convince any fair-minded man of the sincerity of our professions, 
and of the love we have for our country and her glorious Constitution. 

There is not a religious organization in the United States which, as a body, 
entertains as high a regard for this government as does the Church of Jesus Oirist 
of Latter-day Saints. There is not another church in this nation which embodies 
within its declaration of faith the doctrine that this government was instituted of 
frod; that lie inspired the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, 
and that our national flag and all the glorious principles for which it stands will 
endure, even when Christ shall reign on the earth in all His kingly power and 
transcendent glory I 

When Presbyterians accuse the Mormon people of being disloyal to this gov- 
ernment, in the face of all that our leaders have done and said, and the way they 
have been supported by the lay members of the Church, they do so at the sacrifice 
of their honor, their honesty and their V'?racity, and th<»y. as well as all other false 
accuj^ers, would serve this government best if they would believe in and put into 
practice the Mormon creed as laid down by Brigham Young : '*Mind your own busi- 
ness:" an I inject several full charges of truthfulness into the-ir veins; lance their 
carbuncles of religious intolerance and malicious preiudioe.; purge their systems 
of the bile of bitterness; live on the diet of human kindness .an<} ^^ristian gen- 
tleness ; endeavor to be men in principle if not Christians in belief, and take regular 
daily exercise in the invigorating atmosphere of the American Constitution : if they 
will do this and also discard the miserable rf?,?s of hypocracy under which ther 
masquerade, that the sunlight of day may i^enetrate and warm their warped and 
shrunken j^ouls to a life of honorable dealing and practice toward pU mankind, 
then, we say, they will serve their country best, and they will also relieve the cause 
of Christianity from the disgrace and odium which their present lives and deeds 
thrust upon it. In this connction it would also be well for them to remember and 
put into practice the following ccunsel. given by the great American statesman, 
Thomas Jefferson : 

**It behooves every man who values liberty of conscience for himself to 
resist the invasions of it in the case of others, or their case may, by change of 
circumstances, become his own." 



IN DEFENSE OF SENATOR SMOOT. 

The following letter was writted by I>r. Mary E. Anderson, of 1013 Oakwood 
avenue, Toledo, Ohio, to the Toledo Blade. The doctor is not a Mormon, but 
unlike thousands of her sisters, who blindly and ignorantly join in the public 
uproar against the Utah senator, she shows that she has intelligently followed the 
investigation : 

Editor Blade — In a recent editorial you say, in speaking of tiie committee'* 
rei)ort on the Snioot case : "After four y<Mirs' persistent effort of the American 
women," etc., etc. 

I desire, Mr. Editor, to protest. 

Not all the American women, by any means, engaged in the protest. Some — 
aye. many — are too broad for that. Too many times have women as a class 
been held responsible for what a few fanatical ones have seen fit to do. That all 
women believe in denouncing or persecuting a man because of his religious belief, 
by which is violated a part of Art. VI of the Constitution of the United States: 
** * * but no religious test shall ever be required as a qualification to any 
office or public trust under the X.^nited States." 

Further on the editorial says : "The case was similar to tiiat of Oon^n^ssman 
Roberts," etc. No. no, Mr. EMitor: please read the Congressional Record of that 
time again, ^fr. Roberts was a polygamist ; admitted it, and defended the prac- 
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tice (on the floor of the house, if I remember correctly). Mr. Smoot is not a 
poljgamist, never has been, and has never defended the practice. He is regarded 
both at home and in Washington as a man of pure life and high character. ^Ir. 
Roberts' case was a moral issue, and his expulsion a punishment for direct viola- 
tion of law and was just and deserved. 

This is a case of religious persecution, pure and simple, and the persistent, 
blind, fanaticf^ persecution of Mr. Smoot is not far removed from the burning of 
witches, and some day we as a nation will be just as mudi ashamed of it. 

If secret oatha are a bar to the United States senate, why not debar all Masons 
and Odd Fellows? How absurd that would be I Or, if "allegiance to faith 
above allegiance to Constitution" be the issue, consider what Senator Morgan said, 
on the floor of the senate some three j'ears ago, in speaking of the church-bound 
people of the South American countries with which we were then dealing. Ac- 
cusation seems to be a pleasing pastime with some people. 

'Suppose Senator Smoot does belong to a church that teaches doctrines not up 
to standard, the very fact that he does not follow these teachings, but lives above 
them, proves him much better than the majority of church members. If these 
would-be reformers, both men and women, who have persecuted Mr. iSmoot, realiy 
want to reform somebody, let them make virtue vs. vice the issue — a man's char- 
acter, not his creed. Let them refuse to meet and give the hand in parlor or draw- 
ing room to libertines, high or low. in the senate or out. Let them refuse to 
recognize socially de facto polygamists who are in our midst, and let religion** 
beliefs alone. 

It chagrins me that seven out of twelve members of the committee of United 
States senators should be so narrow as to vote for condemnation ; but am proud 
that our own Senator Foraker withstood the storm of protest and voted on the 
side of justice. I am proud of him and Senator Beveridge and all others who had 
the courage to not yield to the popular clamor — a clamor much in the same spirit 
of one of long ago — i. e., "Crucify him ; crucify him." 

Far be it from me to condone polygamy, whether in Utah, Washington ot. 
Toledo; whether public or clandestine; but tbis is not a question of polygamy it 
is a question of freedom of religious belief, and if Senator Smoot is either unseated 
or expelled, a precedent will have been established that will some day make us 
trouble. As a nation we will have taken a step backward in the matter of re- 
ligious liberty. 

Let us nope that the senate may save us from ourselves. 

Maby E. Anderson. 



We are in receipt of a number of lettere from the Saints in the South, asking 
for advice and information regarding a certain "chain prayer" that is being scat- 
tered throughout the Southern States. This prayer has been sent out since the 
terrible calamity that befell the city of San Francisco a few months ago. Our 
advice to the Latter-day Saints is to pay no heed whatever to this letter, or 
"chain prayer." Read the sixth chapter of Matthew. This is the way that 
God desires us to pray, all advice of men to the contrary notwithstanding. Seek 
wisdom from on high, continue to observe the commamlments of the Lord, and we 
need have no fear of the consequences. 



Rule 57 recently pubisbed in the Journal contains the following about giving 
addresses for your mail and orders: '^Unless you are absolutely positive ahout 
thf* spelUnffj go to your maps and he sure to get it corrcet, and then write it so 
legibly that no letters can possibly be mistaken.'* Sometimes we get directions for 
mail and orders that we are unable to decipher, and we ask the elders to be more 
careful in this matter. 



Elders plelase observe this order in sending notes for publication : Give 
full names of persons mentioned and give your signatures in full on your letterH. 
Give all the facts of an event in a brief, terse article. 
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THAT BABY TALK. 

In the last number of the Journal we quoted a statement made by Dr. How- 
ard L. Jones of the First B-aptist Church of this city. Dr. Jones was criticised by 
a great number of people for what he said, and in defense he wrote the following 
letter to the Chattanooga Times. In justice to the gentleman we publish it in full, 
that his reply may have just as wide a circulation as our comment: 

"To The Chattanooga Times : 

"Two cards in your issue of May 22, one signed *Carolus Hericus' and the 
other *A Friend of Children,* call- upon me to defend myself against something 
which I did not say. In a sermon which I preached last Sunday on *The Hearer's 
Heritage,* I ventured to raise the question whether or not there had been a decline 
in the character of attention at church services. The report in The Chattanooga 
Times of May 21 seems to answer the question in the aflSrmative. I never 
thought, and quite sure did not say that the bringing of babies to church was 
'blasphemy.* I regret that the misrepresentation of what I said cost *A Friend of 
Children' the energy of an excursion into Webster's Dictionary and a furious 
fight with *a man of straw..* 

**I did make a passing reference to *the baby in church.' I said that a 
church service was no place for a baby, and I still believe that the truest friends 
of babies will agree with me. I sympathize deeply with the mother who cannot 
come to church unless she brings her baby, and for this reason the church of 
which I have the honor of being pastor, provides a nursery to take care of the 
little ones who are so uncomfortable and make o'hers so thoroughly uncomfntr.iblo 
during a long public service. This arrangement gives the mother a chance to 
attend the service and to hear. 

"Now as to the *pathos' and the 'sentiment* which^ *Carolus Henrfcus' find* 
in the situation of the baby in church : The pathos to me consists in the fact 
that the mother who insists upon brin,?ing her baby to church is, nine times out of 
ten. dreadfully embarrassed by becoming the center of attention, and old people 
and those with impaired hearing, who perhaps at great sacrifice have been able 
to attend, and hundreds of othei*s. are deprived of hearing what they have come 
to hear, and a service which might be full t»f comfort, inspiration and help- 
fulness, is robbed of all solemnity. 

"As to the *sentiment* upon which 'Oarolus Henricus* bases his argument, he 
will pardon me for saying it is a very poor one. The raison d*etre of a church 
service is to honor God, net babies or the mothers of -babies. The sentiment to b» 
a good one, must make a little Ciearer the good done to the crying baby and the 
embarrassed mother and show wherein Ood is honored by hundreds of people who 
have gathered together to worship, being forced to hear a baby cry and witness 
the desperate expedients of a panic-stricken mother to pacify him. 

"As to the conduct of the preacher and the hearers when the baby has been 
brought ro the sanctuary and it hss hegun its infantile protest against un- 
comfortable surroundings, that is quite another question. Then you have the 
situation, not a theory, to deal with, which requires all the sweetness of disixosi- 
tion, patience and long-suffering which *Carolus Henricus* extols. I submit, how- 
ever, that there are enough of such situations in life to sufficiently exercise us in 
these graces without unnecessarily creating them. A sentiment which encourages 
selfishness in one person at the expense of the comfort and profit of hundreds of 
others, and which utterly ignores the high purpose of a church service, is one bet- 
ter honored in the breach than in the observance. 

"Tho generosity of the closing paragraphs which commits the mothers and 
babies to the blessing of God, and the preacher and congregation to a nameless 
destination, reminds one of the patriotism of Artemus Ward when in his zeal he 
exclaims, *I am perfectly willing to sacrific all my wife's relations for the good of 
the cause.' 

Howard L. Jones. 

"Chattanooga, Tenn., May 22, 1906." 



Kites ri^e against, not witli the wind. No man ever worked his passage 
anywhere in a dead c^lm. — John Neal. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ELDERS' JOURNAL 383 

ARRIVALS. 

William Henry Elkin^on, Toole» Utah; Henry Sudweeks, Kingston, Utah; 
Blarl M. Crandall, 'Springville, l^^tah ; James W. Ackroyd, Magrath, Canada ; John 
W. Allen, Rockland. Idaho; Thomas A. Greenwood, American Fork, Utah; Se- 
brom W. Golding, Cleveland, Utah; Parley Ray Wright, Mill Creek, Utah; Ed- 
ward Shelly, American Fork, Utah; Thos. W. Gunn, Beaver, Utah; Geo. W. 
Wood, Rockland, U'tah. 



APPOINTMENTS. 

Ekiers W. H. Elkington and Henry Sudweeks to Middle Tennessee. Elder 
E. M. Crandall to Kentucky. Elder James W. Ackroyd to Alabama. Elder John 
W. Allen to South Carolina. Eiders Thomas A. Greenwood, S. W. Golding and 
P. R. Wright to Georgia. Elders Edward Shelly, Thos. W. Gunn and Geo. W. 
Wood to Florida. 



RELEASES. 

Elder Robert G. Booth of South Carolina. 



TRANSFERS. 



Elder John A. Barrett of Georgia has been called to preside over the North 
Carolina Conference. 

Elder J. C. Farr, from Florida to Virginia. 



DIED. 

Keen — Brother Jesse H. Keen died at his home at Natal, Va., on March 6th. 
Hi was a faithful Latter-day Saint. A devoted wife and seven children survive 
him. 

Sturgill — Sister Mary E. Sturgill, at Morehead, Ky., of malarial fever. Sister 
Sturgill was sixty-six years of age and had been a devoted member of the Church 
for eight years. 

Martix— 'Mildred Martin, the twin child of Brother and Sister J. J. Martin, 
of Phoenix, Miss. Little Mildred died on Jan. 26. 

BoLicK — Mary Coltman Bolick, grandchild of Brother E. T. Coleman of 
Union, S. C, died on May 4th. 

MOBSE — Sister Matilda Ann Amanda Morse, of Waylonzo, Fla., passed away 
suddenly on April 6th. She was a very sincere follower of the Master. 

Danberly — Sister Mary Jane Danberly, of Lake €dty, Fla., died May 24th 
at the ago of 51 years. She has been an energetic wouker in the Church since 
her baptism in 1897. 

Woods — Brother S. W. Woods, of Switzerland, S. C, was murdered at his 
home on the night of April 28. He was shot in the breast just as he was entering 
the house after putting away his team for the night. No one knows who did the 
shooting. He leaves a wife and three small children. 

Ballard — lister Ladina Ballard, on March 24. Sister Ballard has gone to a 
desen^ed rest, for she was a good Latter-day Saint. She has been very kind to 
the Elders all of whom will be pained to learn of her decease. 

McCranie — 'Brother Da-niel J. McCranie passed away May 30th. Brother 
McCranie*s home has always been open to the eerrants of God, and his life has 
been devoted to sening the Lord. He was 66 years of age, and has been a member 
of the Church since June, 1905. 



We are just in receipt of a brief history of the Taylor Stake of Zion, which 
is located in Canada. It is written by the iStake recorder. Brother George H. Budd. 
The accounts of th e establishment of the different fsettleroents is very inter: r^Ina 
indeed. One is led to a<imire the faithful Saints who have pioneered that land 
and opened up the way for the establishment of a great commonwealth. The 
Taylor Stake can well be proud of the men rnd women who have laid its foundation, 
and of those who have succeeded them in that great and commendable work. 
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Report of Mission Conferences for Two Weeks Ending June 7, 1906, 
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WORDS THAT COUNT. 

It isn't the thinking how grateful we dre 
For the kindness of friends come to bless 

Our sorrow or loss, 

'Neath the weight of the cross — 
It is telling our gratefulness. 

It isn't the love they have in tiieir hearts. 
And neglect or forget to reveal, 

That brightens the lives 

Of husbands and wives — 
It is telling the love that they feel. 

It isn't the music asleep in the strings 
Of the lute that entrances the ear, 

And brings to the breast 

The spirit of rest — 
It is only the music we hear. 

It isn't the silence of hope unexpressed 
That heartens and strengthens the weak 
To triumph through strife 
For the great things of life — 
'Tis the words of good ch<*er that we speak. 



-Selected. 



"Good Company and good conversation are the very sin)e:\N's of virtue." 



"Avoid temptation, thou,2rh j-ou feel sure you cam ^and it." 



"Be not simply good, but gooJ for something." 



edited and pubushsd bt 

Eldeb Ben. E. Rich, of the Southebn States Mission, 

chattanooga, tenn. 
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**Althoitgh 9ome of our beloved brethren have had to seal their testimony 
with their blood, and have died martyrs to the cause of truth, yet *short though 
Utter was their pain, everlasting is their joy.' Let us not sorrow as 'those witk- 
out hope;* the time is fast approaching when we shall see them again and rejoice 
together, without being afraid of wicked men. Yes, those who have slept in Christ, 
shall He bring with Him, and admired by aU those who believe; but to take ven- 
geance upon His enemies and aU those who obey not the gospel. At thai time the 
hearts of the widows and fatherless shall be comforted, and every tear shall be 
wiped from off thdr faces. The trials they have had to pass through shall work 
together for their good, and prepare them for the society of those who have come 
up out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb.** — ^Joseph 'Smith the Prophet, April 22, 1839. 

Vol. III. July 1. 1906. No. 21. 



MAQNIHCENT TRIBUTE TO PRESIDENT BEN E. RICH AND WIFE. 

With Unanimotjs DEMONSTRiLTioiv the Dedebs or the Southern States 
Mission Avow Theib Loye and Respect vob Bbotheb and Sisteb Rioh. 

Wlien tbe qnestioD of surpriAiiig Precrident Rdch, its set forth in the follow- 
inir article came up, it was decided tiiat a report of the ereot should be giren 
in tiie Journal for the information of all interested, and this promise was made 
to all the SHders accordingly. It was a matter of presamptk>n peiliaps, on the 
part of the oflftce force^ to nsnrp this authority, bat they did it nerertheless and 
the report promised is herewith giren as agreed. We decided that tiie account 
would be rery incomplete without the picture of the President, and knowing 
his aversion to anything that is akin to self praise, without consulting him at 
All, we simply confiscated his pbotograph and had the cut made as it appears 
here. The whole thing has been kept a secret from him, with the view of 
making this the climax to the tributes bestowed on the erening of the 19th. 
President Rich left for Qalt Lake City on the 24th of June, afforing an opportu- 
nity for XM, hi9 compaiMons, to say some things about him which we axe sure he 
^ould object to if he were here. Whefther it pleases Brother Rich or not, we 
know it will please the Saints and the Dlders; and on tUs particular occasion 
we are willing to shoulder all the responsibility, and if there is any "fiddling^ 
to pay tot, when Brother Rich gets back from his trip to the West, he can 
bring life bill before the hirestigating committee in charge. 



One of the strongest testimonials that any man erer recefred of the friend- 
ship, lore, and confidence of his fellow men, was tendered President Ben B. 
Rich on the evening of June the 19th. This day was h&a misBion birtlL day, its 
being the eiglvth annirersary of his presidency orer the Mission. One by one 
has he faithfully passed the mfle posts wliich mark the past eight years of Ills 
mission work in the South, and each annual record of accomplished work has 
l>een closed with scores of names added to his long list of deroted friends. 
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Preaideiit Rich is dearly loved by all of liie Saints in the Mission, and he also 
enjoys the fullest confidence, love and respect of <veTy Elder who has filled a 
mission under his administration. No srreater evidence could possibly .be pro- 
duced of the truthfulness of this assertion than was given on the date above 
mentioned, and that date will live forever in the heart of our President, keeping 
ever fresh upon his mind the pleasant memories associated with his mission in 
the South, where he was surrounded with hundreds of the Lord's harvesters 
who willingly stood shoulder to shoulder with him in the Master's cause, first 
because they loved the truth ; and second, because they loved the man- whom Qod 
had called to preside over them. There is no calling or XMMntion in life, outside of 
the kindred ties of the home, that brings the hearts of men nearer together than 
does the work of the Lord in the missionary field; and there is no man wSio has 
ever enjoyed, or who does now enjoy, more of the confidence and love of his 
brethren, resultant from that association, than does our worthy President, 




BEN E RICH. 
PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN STATES MISSION. 

There have been nearly sixteen hundred Elders labor under Brotiier Rich 
during the past eight years, and his personalities and the way he has acted 
toward those under Ihim, both in directing their labors and in giving counsel 
and advice, together with his sincere devotion to the work of the Lord, have 
endeared the hearts of both President and Elders to each other in the tenderest 
ties of brotherly affection. 

Three weeks ago, the Elders laboring in the office at the Mission, decided 
to make the 19th a day of happy surprise to President Ri<4i. They thought 
that inasmuch as he is a favorite with all of the Elders who have filled mis- 
sions under him, that it would be an excellent plan to invite them to join in the 
scheme. Accordingly, a letter was sent to every missionary whose name ap- 
pears on the Mission records, setting forth the proposition of presenting the 
President with an ofiice desk and cbair, and also with a volume of sentiments 
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and expressions of good will from his companions. To accomplish this work, a 
contribution not to exceed twenty-five cents was ae^ed from each Elder, ana 
the invitation given to send along with it a few words of kindly sentiment 
These letters were all sent according to the addresses which appear on the 
records of the Mission, and the fact that several hundred of them have been 
returned unclaimed shows that a great many BIders have moved from their 
original residences in the eight years past. It is deeply regretted that this is 
the case, for without question those who failed to receive word of the event will 
feel disappointed. It is for this reason that this explanation is made that those 
who did not hear from the committee will know the reason, and not think they 
were intentionally slighted in the matter. Outside of those whose letters were 
returned, every Elder heartily responded, so that several days before the ap- 
pointed time, sufficient money had been received to cover the expenses. A solid 
mahogany, low roll banker's desk with a specially designed chair of the same 




MR8. NINA FARR RICH. 
WIFB OF PRESIDENT BEN E. RICH. 

material, and also a large specially made limp covered scrap book for the senti- 
ments, were purchased. On the rounding edge of the top of the desk, both 
pieces of furniture being made by the Globe-Wemacke Company, of Cincinnati, 
and furnished by the L. B. Graham Company, of Chattanooga, was placed a 
heavy silver plate with the engraving. "Ben E. Rich, on the eighth anniversary 
of his Presidency over the >Sonthern States Mission. From his companions." 
The scrap book, which contained about two liundred pages, measuring ten by 
thirteen inches, contained on the front cover in letters of gold, "ESxpressione of 
love and friendship from your companions," and in the lower right hand corner 
the name and address of the President. 

Every page of this large volume was filled with the sentiments received 
from the Elders. Several of the missionaries have died since leaving the field, 
and in response to the letters sent to them, came replies from their sisters, 
fathers, mothers, or wives, which conveyed the highest respect and the tender- 
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est feelings of friendship toward Brother Rich, indicatire of the good words 
that must have been spoken in their homes of the labors of their mission Presi- 
dent 

On the second page of the first leaf appears a preface, signed hj all of the 
members of the office force, which reads as follows: 

"On the 19th of June, 1906, President Ben E. Rich will have presided oyer 
the iSouthem Staitee Mission eight years; and in view of the consideration, 
kindness and lore he has had for all of those who hare labored under hhn, 
together with the eight years of untiring efforts he has so faithfully put forth 
in the work of the Liord, and the faithful performance of the duties pertaining 
to his high and holy calMng in the ministry, all of which hare endeared him to 
the hearts of every one of his companions, we thought the ei^^th anniyersary 
of his presiding over the Mission, would be a most opportune and fitting time 
for all of the Southern States missionaries to leave on record, for the satisfac- 
tion of our dear President, the feelings of our hearts which we sustain towards 
him. Accordingly, we resolved ourselves into a committee to undertake this 
work of brotherly love, and this volume of written testimony expressing the 
sentiments of our souls towards him, together with the gifts of an office chair 
and desk herewith presented, are the gratifying results of our labors. The 
hearty and cheerful support we have received from all of the Blders is a matter 
of inexpressable pride and joy to us, from the fact, that all of our compaidons 
are united with us in sustaining the highest regard, the most Implicit confi- 
dence, and the deepest feelings of truest friendehip towards him, whom we are 
proud to own and hicmoa* as our president Ben E. Rich. 

"When we commenced this work, we desired to show by one unanimous 
outburst of kindly sentiment how much the lai>ors performed, the counsel and 
encouragement given, and the charity, unselfishness and invpartiality shown by 
our friend and brother, have been, and are appreciated and rememi>ered by all 
of us who have benefited therefrom during our association with him in (he min- 
istry; and the hearty and prompt response with which our suggestion met bAS 
made our undertaking a meet pleasing and gratifying success. 

'In behalf of all the Elders who have labored with him to whom these 
honors are shown, we desire to say to Brother Rich, that these sentiments ex- 
pressed and the gifts presented are intended to be but the index to our souls, 
therefore, whenerer you read what we have herein said of you, and when yon 
look upon our tokens of respect and friendship, remember that these are indi- 
cative of the facts that your labors have not been overlooked or unappredated 
by your companions, and that your administration has been such that it has led 
every Elder who has filled a mission under you to regard you as Ms Mend and 
brother, and to look upon you as a man of God. If we can indelUbly imprees 
these sentiments upon your heart and make you realize that we are indeed your 
friends and your companions, then shall we feel that our labors are rewarded 
with all the compensation anticipated." 

The desk and chair were brought to the house on the afternoon of the day 
on which the presentation was to be made, and put in a room separated frcMn 
the parlors by double folding doors overhung with portieres. After paying all 
expenses there was sufficient money left with which to elaborately decorate the 
front of the desk with one, two, five and ten dollar bills. These were suspend- 
ed from every pigeon hole and drawer in the desk, and presented a most im- 
posing and restful scene to the eyes. At 7:90 in the erening. President Rich 
was invited to join the office force in the parlors in a social pastime, and when 
all were present it was announced that a little program had been prepared and 
that the rest of the evening would be spent in exercises commemorattye of the 
eighth anniversary of his presidency over the I^Iission. This was a matter of 
surprise to Brother Rich, and when, after singing and prayer, the magnificent 
volume of sentiments was produced, and sentiment after sentiment read from 
Elders who have labored under him, he was fairly ttstoniihed. The expressions 
from the fathers, mothers, and wives of his deceased companions touched his 
heart most because of the sadness of such memories, and the thonghtfulnesa 
of the loved ones of the Elders in remembering him. This number of the pro- 
gram was followed by a quartette, after which the desk and chair were rolled 
forth from their concealment and presented to the guest of honor. No person 
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could have been more turprised than was Brottier Rich when he beheld those 
tokens of lore and respect from all of his missionary companions. And it can 
only be said that his heart bubbled over with gratitude to the Elders for their 
good will, confidence and lore bestowed upon him. In his response he said that 
his brethren had over-estimated his worth, and he only wlriied that he was as 
worthy aa they thought him to be. **Nothing in this world," he said, "outside of 
the kindred ties of my family, is dearer to me than that rolume of sentiments. 
I appreciate more than I am able to express that beautiful desk and chair, but 
you must pardon me for valuing this volume most." He thanked the Elders 
sincerely for their mai^ of friendship, and the sincerity of his heart and the ex- 
pression of Ills kindly face bore every evidence of his heartfelt gratitude to all 
of his companions who had so kindly remembered him. 



SURPLUS MONEY BETUEI7ED TO THE GOinOTTEB. 

In regard to the money left after defraying all expenses. Brother Rich said 
that he did not feel like using his own judgment for its expenditure, and asked 
that the same be returned to the committee to be used by them in any way they 
saw fit. At a special session called to decide this question, the following resolu- 
tion was proposed and unanimously adopted: 

'*i:iiat inasmuch as the wife of our President, Sister Nina Rich, has been 
in the missionary field f<Mr six years out of the eight, where she has been a 
mother to hundreds of the Elders, exercising towards them every care and at- 
tention that they would have received had they been under the roofs of tiieir 
own homes; and inasmuch as <Sister Rich has also been dilligent and faithful 
in all of the duties placed upon her, by reason of wliich, she too, has won the 
confidence, respect and love of all the Elders with whom she has been asso- 
ciated in the missionary field, therefore^ 

Be it resolved. That we, the office force, in behalf of all the Elders who 
have labored in the South during the past eight years, turn this fund over to 
Bister Rich, with the suggestion that she purchase some piece of furniture for 
the house, which will serve as a token of love and respect from all of her 
missionary 1)oys.' " 

In accordance with the decision reached as above stated, a New York 
draft covering the amount left on hand, whkih nearly equaled the cost of the 
gifts presented to Brother Rich, was sent to Sister Rich, together with a letter 
of piesentation. 



In taking this action we felt that we did exactly what all the Elders would 
have done had they been called upon to decide the matter, and we feel abso- 
lutely safe in saying, being assured that we voice the sentiments of every 
Elder numbered among the vast army of missionaries to the South within the 
past eight years, that Sister Rich has accomplieftied as much noble work for the 
Master's 'Cause, and has endeared herself just as tenderly in the hearts of her 
companions, in her sphere, as President Rich has in his. 

BRIEF REVIEW OF THE WORK ACCOMPUSHED. 

During the eight years that President Rich has presided over the Mission, 
all of the large cities of the South have heard the Gospel, both through the 
work of the EHders and through the presses of the country. Througlh the many 
friends Brother Rich has made he has been able to secure truthful exposi- 
tions of the Gospel in all of the leading newspapers of the land. Wherever he 
has gone, he has made friends, and wiierever he has spoken, the people have 
been impressed with his sincerity and the invincible weight of his arguments, 
both of which have allayed a great deal of prejudice and opened up the way 
for the Elders in their work. So active has he been, and so effective his m- 
flnence, and so far reaching the results of the great amount of woric done by 
the Elders und^ his direction, that the name of '<Ben E. Rich,'' and "The 
Southern States Mission" are known everywhere throughout the whole south. 

Wherever the Mission has established any business relations, it has en- 
joyed tflie highest commercial standing. With every railroad regularly patron- 
ized by the Elders, and this includes all of the roads of any importance in the 
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Soutih, a wire or a letter with a later remittance, will place clergy tickets or 
preiMiid orders in the hands of tiie Elders, This high standinsr enables die Mis- 
sion to move its Elders withooit delay, to and from any points within its 
jnrisdiction; and in not a few cases, is it able to cover territory entirely out- 
side of this limit. These courtesies and privileges axe extended also by the 
steamsfliip lines txwching the States included in the Miissicm on the coast. 
Among the business houses in Chattanooga the Mission is registered on their 
private ratings of creditors with the very highest standing, and the mere name 
of the Mission is all the security required in its dealings with either its bank, 
or the merchants of the city. 

To show the sentiment towards Brother Rich in this city, in support of 
what is here being said, the following paragraph, which is taken from the 
report of this event as it appeared in the Ohattanooga News, is quoted. After 
detailing with the particulars of the occasion, the News ailds: 

**During Mr. Rich's eight years stay in Chattanooga he has made hosts of 
friends, botih socially and in a business way. Mr. Rich has done much for 
Chattanooga during his stay here, having spent thousands of dollars in the 
purchase of supplies, etc., for his people. No man stands higher in the busi- 
ness world in Chattanooga today than Mr. Rich, and it is a common expres- 
sion to be heard from the business men of Chattanooga, thai they were in 
hopes that Mr. Rich would be kept here permanently, and make his home m 
this city. It is usually the custom of the Morman church to keep their presi- 
dents in mission work only for three or four years, but so successful has been 
Mr. Rich's work in Chattanooga, that the officials of his church hare seen fit 
to retain him here. It can be truthfully stated that no one could have done 
more for his church in this territory than has Mr. Rich." 

In the eight years past there have been ten or twelve church houses built 
in different parts of the South, the Elders in nearly every case haying done 
most all of the work. Among these buildings can be mentioned those at Dar- 
bon and Mdllville, Miss., and the Jacksonville church lin Florida. The last 
named structure represents about $2,500, the work on the same having been 
done by the Elders. It is as neat and as comfortably furnished as any church 
of its size in the city. 

The Mission home too, has been purchased and paid for at an original cost 
of $4,500, and an additional expense for repairs and furnishings of nearly one 
thousand dollars. This property has increased about fifty per cent, since tihe 
purchase was made, on account of the advance in real estate in the city. 

The output of literature from the Mission from 1898 to the present date, 
aggregates 15,000 Book of Mormons, and about 50,000 other miscellaneous 
books and pamphlets; 15,000 Orson Pratt's Works, 40,000 Cowley's Talks, 
40,000 song books, 120,000 Durants, 15,000 Voice of Wamtogs, and 3,000,000 
tracts, all of which, except the first two publications mentioned, have been pub- 
lished by the Mission. 

The Southern Star was successfully published for two years, and was 
suspended purely because of the reduction of the missionary force by the 
Church from five to two hundred Elders. It was out of debt and had a cir- 
culation of twenty-five hundred when it ceased its existence. 

The Elders' Journal, which has grown into such popular favor with the 
Elders and Saints everywhere, was started simply as a medium of communi- 
cation between the Mission and its Elders in the field. Its merits were soon 
recognized and its worth so much appreciated that it soon began to reach o«ut 
into the homes of the Saints throughout the Mission. So rapidly did it grow 
in circulation that it became necessary to enlarge and increase its pages, and 
to adopt a policy suitable alike for Elders and Saints. Today it is nearing 
the end of the third volume with a subscription list of nearly five thousand 
enthusiastic readers. It is sent to nearly every family of Saints in the South, 
and to a vast number of friends to the cause. It goes to hundreds of members 
of the Church in every stake of Zion. and to missionaries in every mission in 
the world, among which are included the Hawaiian and the Colorado Missions, 
whose every Elder is a subscriber. 

There have been several thousand members of the Church emigrate during 
Brother Rich's administration, and still there are, according to the last statistical 
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report, 10,666 souls belonging to the Ohnrdi In the Mission. Approximately, 
fiye thousand persons have been baptized in that time, among whom are three 
children of the President, who have grown to baptismal age since he came on 
his mission. His family has been with him six oat of the eight years. In his 
work whicAi, in round numbers, extends oyer 466,000 square miles, he has 
traveled about 230,000 miles, this, of course, includes his trips to Zion twice a 
year. 

Taking all of these things into consideration, one can readily see that 
President Rich has not been idle on his mission, and he is just as ambitious 
for the cause now aa he ever was; and so he will continue to be just so long 
as the authorities see fit to retain his yaluable seryices in the work. 

J. Stokes, Jb. 



CHURCH BUYS HISTORIC PRESS. 

A short time ago the Deseret News publidied the intelHgenoe that President 
Jiosepii F. Smith had closed a deal with Col. E'red W. Clemens of Newark, 
N. J., for the old printing press upon which the first edition of the Book of Mormon 
was printed in 1829. The price paid for it was $250.00. It has been shipped at 
the aboye date and is now no doubt in Salt Lake. President Smith receiyed an 
affidayit from Ool. Clemens, sworn to by Major John H. Gilbert, one of the 
printers who set up the type for the first edition of the Book of Mormon, which 
was published in Palmyra, N. Y., and attested by R. C. Barless, Notary Public. It 
is as follows: 
State of New York, County of Wayne, ss. 

John H. Gilbert, a resident of Palmyra, said county and state, came before 
the undersigned and, being duly sworn, says that his age is 90 years, that he was 
bom on the 13th day of April, 1802 ; that he is well acquainted with the printing 
press owned by C. L. and E. R. Barless, editors of the Farmers' Counsel and 
Times, and upon which said Farmers' Counsel and Times is printed in Rose, said 
county and state ; that he knows that said printing press is the identical printing 
press upon which the original Mormon Bible was printed; that he knows said 
printing press to be what is known as the Mormon printing press. Tbat he was 
compositor in the printing of the original Monnon Bible, ^d Mormon Bible being 
printed in Palmyra, said county and state, that there can be no question as to 
identification of said printing press owned by said C. L. and E.. R. Barless as to its 
being the identical printing press upon which aflSant worked in printing the orig- 
inal Mormon Bible. 

John H. Gilbebt. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 8th day of July, 1892, and I hereby 
certify that affiant is known to me to be the identical John H. Gilbert that he rep- 
resents himself to me. R. C. Baslbss, 

Notary Public 

In the letter from Col. Clemens to Pres. Smith, sent with the affidayit he said : 

"I had the acquaintance of Mr. Gilbert for fifty years. When asked to go 
personally and inspect the press, he said 'Unnecessary; if it bears certain plate 
marks and repairs, it is the press beyond all question*' When preyailed upon to 
make a personal yisit, he pointed out at once these marks and eyidences, and made 
affidayit of a most yaluable, unique and interesting relic, and congratulate your 
people upon its possession. It is where it should be — ^in the hands of its friends." 

Mr. Gilbert died at Palmyra, N. Y., Jan. 26, 1895, aged nearly 93 years. 



A REMARKABLE HEALING. 

On April 13th, EUder H. G. Stokes and Wilford Whitaker were yisiting 
the Saints of Columbia County, Fla. They stopped at Sister Alice Melton's. 
The following day as they were about to leaye Sister Mella Dayls, a young 
lady, who resides with Sister Melton, requested that the Elders administer to 
her for her hearing. She had been troirt>led with an ear affliction from birth. 
The brethren granted her request, and her hearing was restored so that she 
could plainly hear the ticking of the clock. 
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July 1, 1906. 

BBN B. RICH, Editor. J. STOKBS, Jr., AjMcUte Edlkn-. 

'* Behold, they that have been sent to preach my Gospel among the conjD[reffa- 
tions of the wicked: wherefore I give to them a commandment thus: 'THOU 
SHALT NOT IDLE AWAY TBY TIME.' "—(Doctrine and Covenants, secticm 60, 
verse 18.) 

EDITO RIAL. 



REFLECTIONS ON THE MARTYRDOM. 

Sixty-two years ago, on the 27th of June, just paaeed, the Prophet Joseph 
and iiis brother Hyrum the Patriarch, were martyred at Carthage, III. Both of 
these valiant men had received the revelations of Qod ; both had believed and obeyed 
His ivord ; both were advocates of the Father and ministers of Hiis divine truth ; 
both declared no doctrine aave that which a Chriatian nation professed already 
to believe, and which that sacred volume, the Word of God, 00 clearly defines ; both 
i^ere peaceable, law-abiding men — men of honesty — men of honor — men of in- 
tegrity—men of God! Both were hated, despised, and abuaed, jiiot because they 
were violators of law, but purely because they came 'in the name of the Lord, 
filled with His Sipirit which discerns the wickedness in the hearts of men and 
rebukes them for their transgression — ^because they came with the authority from 
God to establieii His Church in the earth — ^that Cborch which Satan faaa always 
opposed and so vigorously fought whenever It has been upon the earth ; both were 
in a Christian land; both were citizens of the United 'States; and yet notwith- 
standing ail this, both were murdered in cold blood at the hands of professed fol- 
ibweiB of Christ Who trampled the Constitution of the United States under their 
feet in order that the insatiable cravings of their depraved hearts for the blood 
of innocent men might be gratified. 

But that even has passed now and is buried beneath the weight of sixty-two 
years; and in recalling it at the present time we do so, not because of any spirit 
of revenge harbored within our breasts, for vengeance belongs to the Lord and He 
will repay, but because the memodes of these divinely inspired men are dear to 
the hearts of every Latter-day Saint, and because their pains of intense suffering 
unjustly and cruelly inflicted upon their bodies because of their love for the truth, 
are forced upon our minds when the anniversary of the day on which they gave 
their lives for the cause of righteousness comes and goes. 

In recounting just a few things associated with the life of the Prophet Joseph 
and his work, we remember he was but about fifteen years old when he received 
his first vision. Three years passed in silence without another word to him from 
above, during which time he was laughed to scorn and held up in derision and 
contempt by his fellows. And although he was ostricized, and his vision hissed to 
ridicule, and his character maligned and basely slandered, yet with remarkable 
constancy he firmly and sincerely maintained, that he had seen a vision, he knew 
he had seen it, and he knew that God knew he had seen it. At the expiration of 
this time again be was visited by an angel from God who outlined the great work 
about to be done in the earth, telling him that he had been called to shoulder the 
responsibility of its inauguration. For four long years he waited for possesion 
of the promised sacred plates of ancient record, visiting once each year by request 
of the heavenly messenger, the holy ground beneath which these inspired wrltfaics 
lay concealed; the spot where he not only beheld the prophetic volume, but where 
also he was met by the same immortal personage who conversed with him aboot 
the plans of work shortly to be executed among the children of men. A^ the end 
of this period, which was seven years from the time the first vision was received, 
the plates were delivered to him with the commission to translate them into Bbg- 
lish. This record proved to contain the doctrines of the Gospel of Christ as they 
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were taaght to the ancient people on this continent, together with a history of 
God'8 dealings with them. And thus we see that the Prophet receiyed the Gospel 
from an angel as John declared it should be restored. In the course of events; 
other heavenly ministers visited the Prophet, and under their hands he received 
the Aaronic and the Melchisedek Priesthoods ; the keys for the gathering of Israel* 
and also the keys of the priesthood to turn the hearts of the children to the fathers 
as spoken by Malachi. Thus equipped with every key and with every authority 
direct from the throne of God, he commenced his great work, receiving from day 
to day such additional light as his condition required. And thus the Book of 
Mormon was traxuriated and published and this Ohurdi oa:ga2iised in the latter-days 
by one duly called and authorized of God, and this accomplished, too, by a young 
man scarcely twenty-five years of age. He lived ^bout fourteen years after the 
organisation of the CSiurch and yet in the brief span of life he spent upon tlis 
earth he completed a work and introduced a religion that today engages the atten- 
tion of the whole world — a church and a system of doctrine that baffies the deepest 
wisdom of the wisest and stands the most scrutinizing tests of both science and 
philosophy. This the Prophet Joseph did, but not alone nor with the wisdom of 
man, for God revealed it unto him and God sustained him in his labors. Hundreds 
of thousands have been made to rejoice because of the truth revealed through the 
Prophet; and when they remember what they were, their conditions, and the 
changes wrought in their lives and the additional blessings enjoyed since they re- 
ceived the Go^l, then indeed do Uieir hearts swell with gratitude to God for tiis 
integrity, the patience, the untiring devotion and unwavering constancy of such 
a noble man. And on the anniversary of his martyrdom, we revere his memory 
and recall his sufferings, and appreciate his noble life and work which has done 
so much for us, and with one unanimous voice we thank God for His existeiioe. 

He stands at the head of this dispensation, and some day when the veil of 
darkness is lifted from the eyes of the world and they are able to see and com- 
prehend the things of God in their true relationship they wiU then know that 
June the 27th, 1844, marks the day of the martyrdom of two of God's holy 
pr(H>hets, Joseph Smkh, who opened up the greatest of all dispensations on tlis 
earth since the world began, and Hyrum the Patriarch, his devoted and self- 
sacrificing brother. 



LETTER OP APPRECIATION. 

My Dear MUsionarp Companion$: 

Ton have made ^e 19th of June a date which during my life will be remem- 
bered with love and kindness towards the elders with whom I have had the great 
honor of being associated in the missionaa-y field. How in the world the 
elders in the office have conducted the correspondence, bringing about this appre- 
ciated result, without any intimation coming to my knowledge, is of itself won- 
derful! While I appreciate the beautiful desk and diair presented by you, my 
dear companions, as much as It is possible for one to appreciate such beaudfiU 
tokens, yet, I want to assure yon that more than this, aye, more than anything I 
have owned upon earth in the shape of earthly possessions, do I prize the Tolnme 
presented to me containing the sentiments of your love and confidence. I wonld 
not part with this for its weight in the costliest of jewels, and I will try to liT« 
worthy of the ccmfidence and love expressed by you in almost a thousand of 
these sentiments from my companions, with whom I have labored; sometimes 
surrounded with comfort sometimes traveling over sandy or muddy roads through 
the woods of the 'South, and at other times surrounded by wUcked men who sought 
to take away our lives. On occasions of this kind it is hard for me to find words witSi 
which ito properly express myself, but I hope when my missionary labors in tfa« 
South are over that I will still have the love of my brethren who are left in th« 
field, as well as that of my brethren who have filled their missions and returned to 
their homes. While using tlie desk I will try to breathe the spirit of love and diarity 
into every letter I write to the elders, always remembering that they hold the sam« 
priesthood as myself, and have made more sacrifices in this labor of love than ever 
I have done, that they are, in many cases, my superiors, all of them my com- 
panions, and none my inferiors, in the great work of spreading the Gospel. If 
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I liave ever exercised unjust dominion ovefr my brethren, from the bottom of my 
heart and from tlie humility of my soul I ask them and I ask Grod to forgive 
me, and at tbds time I do send my love to my missionary companions, and say 
unto them that I do know for myself that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of Grod, 
and it is an honor for us to bear witness of his mission and defend the restored 
Gospel of Christ Jesus which has been intrusted to us to publish to the world. 
I will use tihis lovely furniture for the furtherance of our Master's cause, and 
as long as rt remains in the missonary field, I want you to use it whenever yon 
tIsH the mission office; while it is here let It be *'our desk" and "our chair," 
and should occasion arise to censure a brother, before writing the letter, let me 
take out from one of the drawers of tills beautiful desk, what is to me a sacred 
volume, and let me read your messages of love and good will, then I feel cer- 
tain the spirit of God, tinctured with love and mercy, will direct my pen in a 
charitable way while correcting an elder whenever it may be necessary. Some 
of these sentiments are very toucMng— coming from loved ones of elders wtio 
have died since their return home, and speaking of their loved ones and what 
they said of me. I can only feel in my heart my appreciation, it Is impossible 
for me to show it in a letter of thanks. In the most sacred archives of all the 
libraries in the world there is not a single book that could be so near and dear 
to me as this volume, containing these expressions from my fellow missionaries, 
and I pray God to bless them; I ask 'Him to do so lin the name of Christ Jesus, 
the Captain of our salvation. 

Your companion and fellow laborer, 

BEN E. RIQH. 



To the Elders: There were quite a number of sentiments received after the 
19th for the Scrap book presented to Brother Rich, due to the facts that 
letters had to be forwardedl and elders were away from home ; but these brethren 
can rest asured that tiieir names are entered with the rest, on additional sheets 
especially prepared ; and should this word reach any elder who has failed to get a 
letter inviting him to join in presenting the tributes of friendship to Brother Rich, 
to him we say, "Send your sentiment along, without the contribution, for this is 
now past, and we will be pleased to enter your name with the rest, for we know 
Brother Rich will appreciate it." 



Catechism Cards on the principles of the Gospel in sets of 19 cards to the 
package, printed in fresh clean type, on heavy white card board, are offered 
to the Sunday Schools, and the Saints as well, at 25 cents a set These cardif 
retail at home for 2^ cents each. While they last we will mail them post paid 
for the price quoted. Get a set for the children, and in the evenings devote a 
little time to this systematic study. Address the Mission. 



Stationery for the Elders — ^The Mission can now let the JESlders have 
letter tabs, note size, ruled on one side, and neatly headed with the name of the 
Mission, together with the pictures of the Prophet and Patriarch thereon. The 
paper is of excellent quality. Price post paid 25 cents. 



DEATH OF ELDER MYRON C. COOLEY. 

Elder Myron O. Cooley, who was bom at Hoytsville, Summit County. 
Utaih, Sept. 3rd, 1867, died April 19tii, 1906, at his home at Minersville, Beaver 
county, Utah, leaving a wife and four children, three boys and one girl, the 
eldest a boy 14 years, the youngest a boy 25 months old, besides a father, 
mother, four brothers and six sisters, and a host of relatives and friends to 
mourn their loss. The services were held in the Minersville meeting house, 
April 21st. Brother Dotson presided and President John R. Murdock, of 
Beaver, and Elder George Mitchell, of Parowan, were the speakers. Elder 
Cooley was sick but four days. He labored in Kentucky in 1900, and was a 
faifhful man in the work. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ELDERS' JOURNAL 395 

REVIEW. 

A'momiA — On May 22 Elder James D. Terrell left Richmond for Columbia, 
Fluvanna County, from "wihicb place he and A. Carloe 3choi¥ started to find their 
compandons. May 23 Eldeors Terrell and Benj. F. Laf»en commenced viattin;ir 
Saints and friends of Albemarle County and are going toward Floyd County, where 
they will labor. Elder James H. Bowers and Frank P. Whitney visited Sister 
Jacob Hamilton, of Buena Vieta, Rockbddge County, who is ill. T^y admin- 
istered to her May 21 and she received immediate relief. They also visited two 
others and after administering to them they received the same blessing of health. 
One of them was baptized the next day. EMder Forest Memmott has been troubled 
with rheumatism but is now better and going on with his work as usual. He and 
Elder D. E). Bishop are meeting with very good succesB in Montgomery County. 
May 31 Elder Joseph F. Griffin came to Richmond on account of ill healtii. He 
left for Chattanooga June 13. Elder Jos. I. Reid, Elder Griffin's companion, is 
sow in Wythe County. May 22 folders Laraen and Thomas E. Ricks fini^ied a 
canvass of Fluvanna County. They leave many firiends and investigatxiffB. Elder 
Thos. T. Mendenhall and Jesse Winn are visiting Saints and friends. They report, 
with but very few exceptions, all enjoying the Spirit of God, and striving to live 
as Latter-day Saints should. May 25 Elders Ernest E. Pearce and R. C Davis 
completed their canvass in Charlotte County. Good results are expected to follow 
their efforts there. Elders B. E. Stone and Jos. T. Moore have finished visitdng 
Saints and friends of Pittsylvanda and Franklin Counties. They found tSiem 
feeling fine. The Elders are now laboring in Patrick County. Elder Thomas B. 
Storey and David Egan are now laboring in Pittsylvania County. Before leaving 
Halifax County they met two preachers ; the one sectarian-preacher-like said : "I 
will take your pamphlets but will bum them, which should be done with all of 
your literature •" the other, an Episcopalian, was an intelligent, broad-minded man, 
and was willing to hear Mormonism from a Mormon, and in a friendly way explain 
some of the principles of his church to the Elders. May 26 Elder Ray A. Dahl- 
quist left Richmond to labor with Elder G. A. Hyde, his companion, in Northamp- 
ton and Acoomac Counties, EUder M. P. Cosby, his former companion having been 
transferred to preside over the Georgia Conference; Elders Geo. A. Webb and 
Arthur Kirkham, together with Elders Dahlquist and Hyde, are doing an excellent 
work in these counties. In some parts they find the people quite bitter, but there 
is just enough opposition to cause thinking people to investigate the truth. Presi- 
dent Sylvester Broadbent, R. B. Summerhays, T. E. Ricks and A. Carlos Schow 
held a branch conference at Golansville. Five meetings were held in all of wbioh 
a very good spirit was manifested. June 6 Elder A. M. Palmer arrived in Rich- 
mond from the Georgia Conference. He left for Westmoreland Oonnty June 7, 
where he will labor with Elder Sohow. June 7 Elder J. C. Farr arrived from the 
Florida Conference. He will labor in Northumberland County. June 11 Elders 
Broadbent and Summerhays .left Richmond to visit Elders, Saints and friends. 
June 13 Elders Pierce and Davis arrived in Richmond. Elder Pierce will remain 
in the city to work. The silent missionary is a great help in their city work. It 
has made several good friends for the Elders laboring in Richmond. Good health 
prevails and all the Elders are trying to do their duties in every respect; and 
though there has been considerable wet weather the reports are still very good. 

Ohio — June 7th Elder W. H. Smith of the Ohio Conference left Cincinnati 
for his home in Idaho in company with his cousin, A. O. Sfint, of the Kentucky 
Conference. During the past month Elders G. A. Bigler and President J. M. 
Cummings have been traveling through tike northeastern part of tbe etate visiting 
Saints and friends. The Saints are all well and are for the most part, trying to 
Kve their religion. The people as a rule are friendly and seem to be willing to 
entertain the Elders and to listen to the truth about our people. The Elders are 
all well at present and seem to be enjoying the spirit of the work. 

South Carolina — ^The EUders of the South Carolina Conference are enjoying 
good health and the work of the Lord is progressing very fast. May 20 President 
John H. Gibbe and Elder Nephi J. Wadley added one more baptism to their con- 
ference record. They held one good meeting on the water's edge and three more 
at the ihome of Bro. J. S. Grores, Tuten. A great many friends oame out to hear 
the Gospel. President John H. Gibbs and R. R. Siepert visited the Saints and 
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friends in Oharkston and held some good meetings with Elders J. Finlinson and 
N. J. Wadley, who have been doing a good work there. Auditor R. Ray Nixon 
of the mission paid us a short visit on his way from Jacksonville, Fla., to North 
OaroMna. Elders R. Ray Nixon and Joshua Finlinson with Brother L. M. Ridge- 
way, a local Elder of Charleston, baptised three honest souls into the fold of Christ 
June 3 at Osbom, Colleton county. Three successful meetings were held, one at 
the water's edge and two at the home of the Saints. Elder R. R. Siepert was 
assigned to labor with Elder J. O. AndeiBon, in Anderson County. Elder Rkiuud 
Norwood was assigned to labor widk Elder N. J. Wadley in Gieenyille County. 
Elder D. A. Gillies and Elder LeRoy Hopkins have reported Bidiopville City can- 
vassed. They found many good friends there. They are now laboring in Cherokee 
County. Eiders W. A. Wells and J. E. Adams baptised one more honest soul into 
the fold of Christ Sunday, May 20. Elder W.A. Wells has been assigned to 
labor with Elder Jos. Anderson in Aiken County. Elder J. E. Adams has been 
assigned to labor widi Elder Jos. Niels(m in Ooonea County, and wiiile on their 
way to the field of labor they spent Sunday night, June 10, in a bam. Elder W. 
R. Messick and Elder H. I. Mills hAve been assigned to labor in York County 
and EXder A. M. Hammond has been assigned to labor with Elder J. H. Cook in 
the interest of the Eldebs' Joubnal and to visit the Saints. Elders J. C. An- 
derson and W. R. Lewis performed three baptisms on May 23d. They have 
finished canrasBlng in Georgetown and Williamsburg Coui^ties, having made many 
friends and investigators there. President J. H. Gibbs, J. E. Bradley and Joseph 
Nielsen administered baptism to three other applicants for membership on Sun- 
day, May 27th. One was an old lady. Sister Margaret E. Shelley, who is sixty 
years of age, has been sick for three years and has been confined to her room and 
bed for two years. She was led into the water and tiiree days after die walked 
two blocks to visit her son. This was the first time she had walked on ground for 
two years. She is a thankful woman and feels to praise God that she was privil- 
eged to hear the Gospel. Elder Jas. L. Oman and Elder C. N. Motes wliile labor- 
ing in Fairfield County had die privilege of holding service in a Metiiodist churdi. 
President Jno. H. Gibbs, with H. I. Mills, was Jn attendance, Sunday. June lOtSi, 
and a spiritual feast was enjoyed. President Jno. H. Gibbs, with Elders H. I. 
Mills, W. A. W|ells and Josepb Anderson, held a branch conference at Wagner, 
Aiken County, on June 17th. A large crowd was in attendance and a time of re- 
joicing was had. President Jno. H. Gibbs is now travding among the ESders and 
Saints, holding meetings and branch conferences. Conference headquarters wa^ 
moved from Columbia, S. C, June 12di, to Sx>artanbnrg. S. C, to the Normandy 
Hotel, No. 148 MagrnoJia street, PostoflSce Box No. 273. EMders J. E. Bradley 
and Joshua Finlinson* have got permission from the mayor of the city to canvass 
the town and to hold street meetings. The Conference has been strengthened by 
the arrival of Elder John W. Allen from Idaho. Elder A. W. Archibald, who has 
been laboring in the interest of the Joubnal, has been assigned to labor in Union 
City. 

East Tennessee — ^1^ work of the Conference is slowly but gradually 
improving. Some few cases of sickness haye been reported during the month, 
but all were of short duration. Work has been concluded in Rhea, DeKalb, 
and Bradley counties. Each of which has been quite thoroughly canyassed. 
Elders H. C. Miller and George L. Hobson, who have been laboring in the city 
of Cleveland, arrived at Conference Headquarters June 2d, having finished their 
canyass of the city. When in conyersation with a sectarian minister, Elder 
Hobson was accosted by a machine agent, who severely maligned him. During 
the conversation, in which Elder Miller also joined, quite a concourse of 
people gathered around, most of whom proved to be in sympathy with tiie Elders, 
and as a result they made many friends. Elders H. C. Miller and J. R. Dansie 
commenced work in Sevier County June 4th, and report conditions not very favor- 
able for missionary work. Elders Geo. L. Hobson and P. P. Smith entered Blount 
County June 8th, where they are assigned to labor during the summer. Elders 
Geo. W. Etherington and Scott Hinman, who recently commenced work in Codce 
County, report a very bitter feeling existing in some parts of the county. At 
B^ybee, the deacon of the Baptist church made the following remark: "^The laws 
couldn't do anything with them fw rocking the 'Mormons' out of Greene County, 
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BO they oan*t do anything with us, and we just ought to get out and give them 
a good rocking and drive them out of here." In Anderson County, finders O. N. 
Barker and J. W. Jones were informed that if they did not leave the county 
immediately, a warrant would be gotten out, and they would be forced to leave. As 
yet they have not been molested. Elders Lorin McGavin and W. S. Taylor, re- 
port a good opening for holding meetings in the northern portion of Campbell 
County, imd have a number of investigators there. iSuch openings are not plenti* 
ful in E>a9t Tennessee. fiUders I. W. Oldroyd and Wm. P. Killian have commencen! 
work in Fentress County. The month closes with good health prevailing. 

EIentuckt. — ^The weather and other conditions of our Conference during the 
past month have been very favorable, and as a consequence, the reports have all 
been good. On the 24th, President James A. Christensen, in company with Elder 
Harvey Richins, arrived in Louisville from the southern part of the State, after 
dismissing a successful Conference in the Junction church. President James A. 
Christensen and Austin Watts left Louisville for Bath and Montgomery Counties 
on May 25th, to look up a suitable i^aoe for a branch conference. May 30th 
Elder William A. Hatch arrived in the Conference, being transferred from Missis- 
sippi, owing to bad health. June the third. Elder Austin Watts returned to tiie 
office from the eastern part of the State, and William A. Hatch left to joint Presi- 
dent Christensen in Montgomery County. June 4th EUders Albert A. Wilde and 
Edwin Hutchings, report good success in Hancock County. A church was 
opened to them, and a goodly number come out. June 5th EUder A. C. Sant left 
for his Ro<^y Mountain home. On June 8th Elder M. P. Stinson was notified by 
letter of bis mother's death, whidi oocunred quite suddmly. The night previous 
he was warned by a dream of the sad news, and related the dream to his com- 
panion, Kossuth Dyal, while en route to 1^ postoffioe. June 12th t3ie Elders in 
Louisville enjoyed a visit from Soster EMla V. Trent, fotrmerly of Centre, Metcalfe 
County, Ky., but who at present is living in Ontirio, Oregon. .She embraced the 
truth four years ago and moved West, and now has returned to visit her sisters. 
June Idth Elder Ekirl M. Crandall, of Springville, Utah, arrived. He was given 
Elder Hymm Allen for a companion. June 16th, 17th, and Idtfa, the following 
Elders met in Bath County, near Owingsville to hold a branch <XHif erenoe : Presi- 
dent James A. Christensen, Austin Watts, Hyrum Allen, John H. Snow, Duncan 
Stewart, Robert J. Hunsaker, David E. Boam, William A. Hatch, Edward Koford, 
David A. Penrod, Amos Hawks, Joseph A. Young, and Ernest Sheen, it was a 
time of rejoicing and all were well pleased. Two priesthood and four public 
meetings were held. The meetings were well attended and it was indeed a spiritual 
feast. The Elders all bore strong testimonies of the truth of the Gospel and the 
divinity of the rsamUm of the Prophet. After conference they separaited for their 
new fields of labor. ESlders David E. Boam and fiknest Sheen ireport dome little 
opposition in the Blue Grass district of the State; however, they have found a 
great number of friends and are getting along nicely. During the mootli there has 
been seven honecrt: souls brought into the light of ttte Gospel and a good woric is 
bemg done in the different counties. The prejudice is gradually dying out, and 
the people aire begimiing to see the light of truth. 'Hie EMders, wHih but a few 
exceptions, are enjoying good health. 

NoBTH Cabolina. — ^The past months has been a successful one in this part 
of the Lord's vineyard. Ten honest-hearted souls have been bom anew into the 
kingdom of God. The liealth of the Eiders, with the exception of Elder Bills, who 
bad an attack of chills and fever, but from which he is now free ; and Elder John- 
son, who has been under the necessity of discontinuing his travels for several days 
on account of his heart, which has been giving him considerable trouble. With these 
two exceptions, the Eldera are interested and enjoying their labors. A branch 
conference was held in Johnston County, at Hickory Cross Roads, on the 19th, 
20th, and 21st of May. Thirteen Elders were present. Nine meetings were held, 
all of which which were well attended. Two souls were baptised after the general 
services. At the priesthood meeting which was held after the general meetings, 
the EUdera were given some instructions by President Petty. Each EUder was 
then a^ed to speak and the Spirit of God was poured out in such great abundance 
that teara of joy filled the eyes of every Elder present. On June 15th EUder John 
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A. Berrett, of Georgia, arrived in Hampstead. He will take charge of die Con- 
ference when President Petty is released. 

Middle Tennessee. — The Elders are nearly all in their summer field, and are 
doing a very good work. 3ome of the brethren have been somewhat afflicted, boc 
are getting along very well now. Elder Silas Bills has been troubled with boils 
from which he is not yet completely recovered, and £31der Abner Tanner is suffer- 
ing with a sore leg. Elders George W. Miller and Orv^l R. Ohild were told by 
the deacons of a certain church in whdch the Enders tried to preach, that the 
building was free to all denominations and people, except '^Mormons and niggers.** 
Elder Daniel T3. Michaelson and Wm. N. Patten report that they vrore called upon 
to administr to a non-member of the Church, which Hiey did. She was an old lady 
who had been laid up all winter with rheumatism. The morning after the ad- 
ministration, when one of the Saints called on her, she was out of bed and was 
able to move around quite freely. She said that she knew tiie Lord had mani- 
fested His power in her behalf. Elders George W. Miller and Orvil R. Cbild have 
opened up the work in Lincoln County, where they have thus far met with much 
success. Elders Preerton M. Joyner and Abner Tanner have opened up the woiic in 
Giles County. On June 11th Elders Hugh Roberts and Alma O. Jackson were 
called from Nashville to the bedside of the little daughter of Brother and Sister 
Ben Sanders, of Charlotte, Dickson County. As soon as the Elders administered 
to her the fever departed and she wanted to arise from her bed. The EUders 
laboring in Nashville are doing very effective woiic. "Saturday night, June 16. after 
holding a very successful street meeting, a minister of the Sanctified Church 
stepped out and began to ridicule and abuse our people. Before he got through 
most of the crowd left and when he cloeed his tirade EMders Hugh Roberts and 
James W. Gillman asked him to prove what he had said. He did so in the popular 
sectarian way. Three new arrivals have been added to the Confe«>ence this 
month. Elders Wm. H. Elkington, Henry Sudweeks, from Utah, and Joseph F. 
Griffin, who was transferred from the Virginia Conference. 

Mississippi. — ^During the month a great number of baptisms have been per- 
formed. Eilder George Berry and President Buchanan baptized eight ; Elders Mar- 
tin Anderson and Anson Hatch seven; Elders Royal Jeppson and Elders David 
Crourley two; Elders Chester Liljenquist and Bertie Crump three; Elders Joseph 
Gubler and W. N. Wignal each one ; and David Smith and Julius Jepeen twenty- 
two. On May the 26th, a Conference was held at Meridian with the Elders. 
President Rich waa present and a profitable time was enjoyed. On the 28th the 
Elders were assigned their fields of labor aa follows: President E. D. Buchanan 
and George Berry to travel among Saints and Elders. Elders Geo. S. Kennington 
and David Rowley were choisen as assistants to the president and were appointed 
to labor ih the city of Meridian. Eiders David ^mith and W. Q. Hopkins were 
assigned to labor in Franklin County; Elders W. H. Hopkins and Jeppson to 
Lincoln County ; Elders Joseph Gubler and O. R. WilHams to Pearl River County ; 
Elders David Powell and W. Woolsey to Perry County ; Elders Chester, Liljenquist 
and W. N. Wignall to Hancock County ; Elders Chancey Jenks and David Gourley 
to Lawrence County ; Elders Royal Jeppson and Bert M. Crump to Jaaper County. 
The Elders all left in good spirits and are making their way to their counties, 
doing a good work on the way. A spirit of unity exists and a desire to press on 
with the work fills the hearts of all the brethren. 

Alabama. — Owing to the busy season among the farmers the reports of late 
have been somewhat small, though a good work Is being done, and letters from all 
bring the joyful news, **all is well.'* During the hot summer months the systematic 
study for the Elders as suggested by President Rich will be taken up. On May 
23d Elders J. E. Cree and Hugh P. Sellers arrived in Birmingham from the soutii 
counties. They report having had a good time and meeting with faor success in 
their labors. May 27th President J. A. Paton, in company with EHders Roy S. 
Porter, Freeman B. Pace and Eklgar Neilson, met at Red Bud, Walker County, and 
held a branch conference, but owing to the bad weather the attendance was small. 
May dOth Elders David Larson and Thomas E. Rose arrived at the office from 
Wilcox County, where they were successful in baptizing six humble souls into 
the fold of Christ. June 1st, President J. A. Paton and Elders Geo. W. Chapman, 
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and Frederick E. Willardson, arrived at the office from Lee County. Elder Wil- 
lardsoD became the companion of Elder Roee and they were sent to visit the Saints 
in Oolbert and Lauderdale Counties. Ptesideut J. A. Paton and EMder George W. 
Chapman, left Birmingham on June 9th, to visit the Saints, also the Elders labor- 
ing in Etowah County. On June 13th, a telegram waa received from Pre»ideiit 
Rich stating that the mother of Elder Thomas E. Rose was seriously ill, and de- 
sired him to return home at once. On June 17th, he left for his home in western 
Idaho. The Elders, with the exception of two, are all laboring in the country. 
The beat of health prevails throughout the Conference, and during the month five 
more have been added to the Church. 

Florida. — Elders George L. Spangenburg imd George L. Tate report that ihej 
have made a very successful canvass of Taylor County, where they have been sur- 
rounded with many friends. They baptized four souls into the fold. President D. 
A. Tidwell and Ellder R. Ray Nixon organized a Sunday School and held a branch 
conference at Sanderson on the 28th of May. Elders Nixon and J. C. Farr, left 
for South Carolina on the 90th. Elders Allred and Tate have been assigned to 
labor in the vicinity of McDonald, Ga. A conferenioe was held at this place on the 
9th. Three good spirited meetings were held, togethei; with a priesthood service. 
At 4 o'clock in the afternoon, eighteen teams, together with about one hundred 
people, went to the raver, where a number of baptisms were performed. Tbe 
Saints at McDonald did themselves proud in the way they entertained the visitors 
to the Ccmference. And great credit is due them for the great success resultant 
from that gathering. The Saints of this place have finished their meeting house 
and neatly furnished it. On the 11th, the Elders were assigned to their several 
fields of labor and all left feeling that they had attended the best meetings of their 
lives. On the 15th, Elders C. A. Callis and Geo. W. Wood, filled an appointment 
at Peoria, Clay County, Fla. Some of the Elders have been troubled with chills 
and fever, but there are no serious cases of illness among the brethren. 



ARRIVALS. 



On April the 29th the following Elders arrived from Zion: Joseph F. 
Griffin, Mesa, Arizona; A. C. Sohow, Le&i, Utah; Forest W. Memmot, Scipio^ 
Utah; El M. Hutd^ings, Edgar Nielson, Oak City, Utah; M. A. Barton, Bluff, 
Utah; Wm. G. Hopkins, Leigh, Idaho; John A. Fox, Lehi, Utah; Wm. Lester, 
Cowley, Wlyoming. Notice of the arrival of these bn^ren has not appeared be- 
fore. On the 15th of June Elder James W. Acfcroyd, of Magrath, Alberta, Oanadia, 
arrived ; and on the 17tb. tiie following Elders reached the Mission headquarters : 
EMmer Cole, Fairview, Idaho; Vivian V. Olson, SaiHly, Utah.; Gustavious 
Williams, Teasdale, Utah; and on June 24th, Elder George M. Bartholomew, of 
Fayette, Utah, and Elder Emery E. Huntsman, Enterprise, Utah, arrived. 



APPOINTMENTS. 



Elders Griffin, Schow and Memmott to Virginia ; Elders Ackroyd, Fox and 
Nielson to Alabama; Elders Hutchings, Cole, Olson and Williams to Kentudty; 
Elder Hopkins to Mississippi; Elder Barton to Georgia; Elder Lester to Ohio; 
Elder Bartholomew and Huntsman to Middle Tennessee. 



RELEASES. 



Elder J. F. Brown, of Middle Tennessee; Elder Lorenzo DePriest, of 
North Carolina. 



TRANSFERS. 

Elder Austin Watts, from Kentucky to Ohio; Elder Julian M. Cummings, 
from Ohio to labor in the Office; Elder E. F. Marshall, from Ohio to Georgia; 
Elder Wm. Lester, from Ohio to Mississippi. 
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Beport of Mimon ConfameeB far Three Weeke Ending June es, 1906. 
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A MISSIONARY'S LETTER. 



We are sitting under a bridge today 
Hnngry, footsore and weary, 

Thousand^ of miles from home and 
friends, 
Truly the world is dreary. 

Under a bridge from the sweltering sun, 
Writing a letter to mother; 

Breathing eac|i nsame ia« I wirite it down, 
Father, sister and brother. 

We are makmg our way, like men of old, 
Telling the self -same story; 

Tramping the sod witib the word of 
God, 
Winning not pelf nor glory 

But still we are happy, mother of mine, 
And grateful for our mission. 

Whatever we lack God doth supply, 
His Spirit lendis nutrition. 

Ye virtuous wives of American homes. 
Rest in spotless security; 



You're not the only women who stand 
For God, for home and for purity. 

Where are your sons wlho would travel 
like these. 

The world's proud scorn enduring, 
To bring to its home a message of peace. 

All wickedness abjuring? 

Leaving their all but a trust in God 
Imbibed' with the milk of their 

mothers; 
Proving the world without money or 

price. 
Teaching mankind to be brothers. 

O Crod. bless our sons in tSie n^seion 
<field. 
The Saints will forget you never; 
Your sun will rise when the darkness 
comes 
And set no nM>re forever. 

Ruth Mat Fox. 



DIED. 

Reoesteb— Sdster J«ne Regeater, of Benton, Fia., <m May 16. Sister 
Regester was sixty-five years old, and a devoted follower of the (Master. 

Williams— Brother JosejA Williams, at his home, Bonifay, Fla., on May 
25. He was seventy-five years of age, having been a faithful member of the 
Church since his baptism in 1896. 
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**We consider that when a man scandalizes his neighbor, it follows of course 
that he designs to cover his own iniquity; we consider him who puts his foot 
upon the neck of his benefactor an object of pity rather than revenge, for in so 
doing he not only shows the contraction of his own mind, hut the wickedness of 
his heart also." — Joseph Smith, Jr., November, 1837. 
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TRAITORS. 

(Con tinned from page 330.) 

**No unhallowed hand can 8top the work of Ood from progressing" — Josepb 
Smith, the Proi>het. 

The traitor calls himself a reformer. He is merely a coward. And of all 
the wretches whose presence taints the air of earth and heaven, the coward is the 
worert. Great "Caesar said : "The coward's fears make him die many times 
before his death. The valiant never taste of death but once. Of all the wondrrs 
that I yet have heard, it seems to me most strange that men ^ould fear seeing 
that death, a necessary end, will come when it will come." 

The traitor professes to believe that his act of betrayal will disrupt the cause 
which he deserts. This is the coward rebel's wish. How abjectly and miserably 
he fails! iSometimes the traitor lope from the a/tmrdiy trunk a straggling: branch; 
but does the tree thrive less for that? Nay.' The other twigs only bear blossoms 
the more redolent and fruit the more rosy. Sometimes the traitor t^are away a 
cracked, a seamed, a shaHng stone from the half-completed structure. What if 
a measure of disaster follow? Can not the builder renew? And does he not choose 
better rock to bear the weight of his fair edifice? Sometimes the traitor only 
hastens the success which he seeks to avert: sometimes he delays the tnumph 
which he seeks to avert ; sometimes he delays the triumph against which he rebels. 
But always ultimately the car of destiny moves to its a>ppointed end. And the 
cowardly betrayer who thougnt to stop its career by holding back with his puny 
arms is dragged by it to his miserable end, while his associates — dead or alive — 
go with it to the day of triumph. 

There was once a man of mighty prowess, endowed from his first breeth with 
a wondrous strength. When he grew to maninood, brutes, men and even armies 
fell in the dust at his feet. It had been divinely promised of him that he should 
be a marvel of strength and that he should begin to deliver Israel out of the hands 
of the Philistinea, and men and chains, and bolts and gates could not prevail 
against his manly, heroic lustiness. But there came a woman, with her soft, 
betraying touch. She caressed him and begged for love of her that he would 
reveal the secret of his marvelous strength. In a foolish moment he yielded; 
and then were his Jove-like locks shorn from his head, and he became a blind 
lackey, the serf of the Philistines. Delilah, the betrayer, with her traitorous kiss 
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upon Samson's lips, and her traiiorons whisper through the tent to his waiting 
enemy, could do what no thousand of open foes could accomplish. She made the 
proud, superb, perfect Hon a weaic, whining whelp. 

A mighty king had a well-beloved son to whom he had given and forgiven 
more than is usually bestowed upon one- of human kind. And yet the son 
traitorously plotted the downfall and even the murder of his royal sire, and the 
usurpation of the throne. He might have succeeded in his cruel, parricidal treason 
but that he, himself, was in turn betrayed and finally slain. And when the grand, 
great-hearted, poetic monarch learned that Absalom, the sweet, tiie beautiful, the 
dearly beloved, was dead, he wept before all Israel, and as he went his sorrowful 
way thus he said : **0, my son Absalom, my son, my eon Absalom ; Would God 
I had died for thee, O, Absalom, my son, my son!" If that arrow-pierced heart 
of the betraying and betrayed Absalom could have quickened but for a nKMnent, 
how much sharper than the physical death-thrust would it have felt King David's 
cry of infinite forgiveness! But the past was irrevocable. Israel's lordly king, 
the beloved of God, was moaning in anguish at the gate of the city; and the 
beautiful Absalom, with the fatal hair, the beloved of his royal sire, was lying 
dead in the pit in the deserted wood, with ignoble stone crushing his lifeless body. 

Wlar, murder, exile, were powerless to bring such desolation to these royal 
hearts ; but when Absalom, the forgiven murderer, became a betrayer infinite woe 
fell around the name of the dead prince and the bowed head of the living king. 
But though the great tenderenss of the psalmi.st could compass remission for 
the crime of Absalom, the nation and history must be more harsh. When a sub 
ject, for S4*lf-agjrrandizenient, rises against a king, he is a traitor; but he is a 
thrice-damned traitor when that monarch against whom he rebels is his own father. 

Women are often false to their lovers; subjects to their sovereigns, and even 
sons to their sires. Divinity itself is no invulnerable ^ield against betrayal. 
A merciful Christ came to save mankind from torment and lift them into eternal 
radiance. He chose and trusted His apostles. He ministered to them and with 
them. They each could give a testimony that their Master waa the anointed 
Savior, the Son of the living God. 'Persecution came upon Him like the storm- 
cloud lowers upon the snowy mountain and enfolded Him in a gloomy embrace. 
The prospect of suffering with this God-like Master, whom he had served as a 
purse-bearer when the danger was not great, made Judas weak unto betrayel. 
Cowardice and avarice worked together in the traitor heart. He kissed and cried : 
"Master, master! Hail, master!" Then he took his thirty pieces of silver; and 
with them he accepted the hatred of all mankind. The compassionate Redeemer 
of the world hung upon the cruel cross with drops of agony upon His radiant 
brow, while His lips were wreathed in a pained but forgiving smile. And Judas, 
the traitor, already tasting the infernal torments, called in vain to stay the 
progress of his dread act. The black-hearted deed was done. The mocking trial 
had passed, sentence had been pronounced and executed; and then the betrayer 
groaned and flung the money from him as a sinful, burning thing which had no 
worth. Upon the bloody field he cast himself and his bowels gushed forth in 
useless contrition. He died upon the spot which* his blood^money purchased for 
the burial of strangers and criminals in the land. 

(To be continued.) 



LITERARY EFFORT OF A MORMON BOY. 

''By Their Fmits Ye Shall Know Them:' 

The following essay took first honors in a contest held in the East Mill Creek 
school district of Salt Lake County, ITtah, in which all the pupils of the seventh 
grade competed for the prizes. It was written by a little Mormon- boy, only 
thirteen years of age, Albert Spencer by name. The compositions were written un- 
der the eyes of the teacher in the school room, placed in envelopes, sealed and de- 
livered to the instructor who turned them over to the joint committee of teachers 
chosen from different districts, who passed upon them and awarded the prises. 
So that the essay is original, having been personally written, the data, however, 
having been supplied by the teacher. 
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In reading the coaH>06ition at least two facta ahonld be borne in mind, firat that 
a Mormon boy wrote it ; and second, the history of this adiooi district bespeaks the 
educational aspirations of the Latter-day faints rn all other districts wherever the 
Mormon people have settled, and shows their zealous and untiring efforts put 
forth in early days for the establishment of a school system in the Mormon west 
which today holds second honors in our fair Union of states. 

Our little writer is the son of Albert and Delia 'Spencer — ^his father having 
been dead about six years, and the grandson of Bishop John Neff, one of the hon- 
ored pioneers of '47, who entered (Salt Lake Valley with the first company on July 
24. 

**Trav€l-stained and weary, the pioneers of "47" arrived in Salt Lake Valley, 
after one of the most perilous journeys ever undertaken by man. 

These people had left their homes in the East, and had come to the coun- 
try then known as the "Wild West," which was a desert covered with sage brush 
and inhabited only by Indians. These people, though, were yet to make the desert 
"Blossom as the rose." The first summer and fall were spent by the travelers in 
the old fort at Salt Lake, and then began the search for homes, which wi^s merely 
a matter of location, as they were "monaichs of all they surveyed." In the early 
spring of 1S48, several of the pioneers located in what is now known as Eisst Mill 
<>eek, along the north side of Mill Ore^ stream; about nine and a half miles 
from the old fort at Salt Lake. Prominent among these were : iNeffs, Russel, Kel- 
ler, Seely and Rider ; all of whom were from the State of Pennsylvania. <Some of 
these lived in "dugouts," and others lived in log houses; the first adobe house 
was built in 1848 by John Neff. In 1849 John Neff also built and operated the 
first flour mill in the territory. It was located on the place now owned by Colwiel 
E. F. Holmes. Nothing is left of this building but the mill stones. 

The population rapidiy increased. The people up to this time had little time 
for education, devoting nearly all of their tiime to their crops, and the only educa- 
tion the children received was from private schools taught by Julian Moses and 
Amy Smith. On March 24, 1853. it was organised as a district. About 1853-4 
the first school house was erected. It was built of logs hauled from Mill Creek 
Canyon, and was located about a mile and a half from Mill Oeek Canyon, on the 
place now owned by Mr. Tripp. The size was 24x26. It had one door and four 
windows. The furniture consisted of rough "slab benches," which were plank 
with two-inch auger holes bored in them, and pegs put in for legs ; there was also 
a teacher's desk made after the same order. Though the furniture was not of the 
best, still they were contented until they could better their condition. The first 
teacher was Julian Moses. This worthy pedagogue was an advocate of corporal 
punishment and used the birch whenever necessary. Other teachers who succeeded 
him were: Mrs. Skidmore, Lucy White, Wells Garey, Zebedee Williams, now a 
resident of (Murray, Mary iSkichnore, Lizzie Benedict, Charles Bartlott and Horace 
Cutmmings, now superintendent of Ohurcb schools. 

The first trustee was John Neff. This school was used for twenty-four years ; 
but as the population increased it '^v«s found necessary to get some other means of 
accommodating the children. So in 1876 a ward house was erected. The ward 
house is located «bout eighteen rods south of the present school house. The size is 
40x25. It consisted of one room. They generally had two teachero here, so a 
curtain was stretched across the room, one teacher occupjnng one half and one 
the other. • 

The first teacher was Horace Ciimmings, Others were : Hulda Winters, A. 
B. Thompson, Olive Moore, John Bradford, Hial Bradford, Jaren Tollman, Frank 
Bell, Hattie Neff. James Ch«a«mberlaiin«, AJbert Spencer. iDelia Neff, and Joseph 
Coravwall, now bishop of Winder ward. In 1893, as the bouse would not accommo- 
date all the children a school house was erected. It contained two rooms, and was 
located about a mile and a half northwest from the month of 'MiU Creek canyon. 
The house was built by Mr. Alston. The first <princiipal was J. O. Smith ; others 
were O. M. Mumford, now superintendent of the Murray schools; John Astin, 
who is teaiching in Coalville ; R. 'S. Home and A. D. Allen, the present {>nncipal 
of the school. The assistants to the above named were : Lettie StUlman, Hattie 
Neff, Nellie Fisher, Aliene Gray and Blisa Heppler. The men who acted as trus- 
tees durins? this period were : H. B. Skidmore, Joseph Ranck, Oj'rus Neff, J. B. 
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F&ggf Jamies RusseJl, Ne(phi iSmart, H. J. Debenihaim, Samuel Oliver, James M. 
Fisher, Jr., ann) J. O. Smith. 

In 1890 the free school system was adopted, .the people ipaying taxes to support 
the school. .By this system the attendance increased greatly, as before this the peo- 
(ple had to pay one dollar each for their childtren and many -who were poor could 
not afford it. In 1903 an act was passed- by the le^slature providing for the free 
furnisbmemt of books. The attendance increased, but not so greatly as when the 
free school system was adopted In 1905 the county was divided into two districts, 
viz. : Jordan and Granite Districts. The boundaries of Granite District are 2l8t 
south, from the Wasatch Mountains on the east to the Oquirri Mountains on the 
west. There are five trustees for each district, the ones for Grandte ddstrict being 
A. S. Grabbot from Farmers Ward, E. Morgan from Mill Creek, C. M. Sorensen 
from Sugar Ward, William Home from Granger and D. S. Moffat from South 
Oottottwood. 

In 1905 there iwas a partition put in one of the rooms in the schoolhouse, and 
three roomfl were made. The present teachers are A. D. Allen, principal, Amy 
Chamberlain and Eilesa Heppler aref his assistants. The 33d district school is 
among the best of its size in Granite ddstridt, and much of its prosperity we owe to 
A. D. Alleo, its principaJ. 



SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MISSION. 

REPORT OF MISSION CONFBRENCBS FOR SIX MONTHS ENDING JUNE 29, 1904. 



NAMES 



o ^ 
GO q 



ol 

si 



III 




Alabama 

Bast Tennessee.... 

Florida 

Georgia « 

Kentucky 

Middle Tenn 

Mississippi.. 
North Carolina... 

Ohio 

South Carolina ... 
Virginia 



10649 
12629 
U810 
15229 
12617 
11651 
10719 
11435 
11964 
16616 
14447 



9044 
4050 
15557 
14791 
13828 
4747 
6862 
4075 
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10044 
1066S 
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500 
657 
994 
1780 
892 
499 
4614 
1242 
811 
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5284 
598t 
3756 
2527 
4679 
8222 
4772 
7123 
8958 



12017 
18274 
11451 
8419 
12071 
17192 
11444 
10740 
21340 
18S12 
21471 



Total 142966 112718 48440 4131158231 6857 3218078 5661 98828 319 31818 1546 55 
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356 
558 
581 
840 
559 
746 
151 
187 
762 
288 
1084 



434' 10676 
7783 
11984 
9995 



8236 
5099 
6910 
4916 
18509 
10719 
8799 



29 

8 8 

46 85 

2 21 



2 1 



Above is given the statistical report of the work done in the Mission for the 
past six months ending June 29. The individual standing of each Conference is 
given, which shows the relative amount of work accomplished in the diflferent 
parts of the field within the period of time stated. 

Virginia leads in tracts distributed, closely followed by Ohio, who lacks but 
131 of being even with her sister conference. EJast Tennessee comes next with a 
record of 18,274, followed by Middle Tennessee, whose report registers 17,192; 
while Georgia hold last place, having distributed 5,052 tracts less than Virginia 
and 2,321 less than any of the other Conferences, North Carolina being next to the 
lowest with a record of 10,740. 

Counting all books disposed of in one class, it is found that Virginia again 
heads the list with a total of 1,493, followed by Ohio with an aggregate of 
1,240. North Carolina falte behind all the rest on this report with a record of 350. 

Throwing the "Families Revisited" into the column of "Families Visited," 
Florida takes the front with Ohio and South Carolina following in ' respective 
order. In this race North Carolina holds the same position she had on the 
"Books" record. 
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On meetings held Georgia crowds ail other Conferences out with a nice 
roand number of 123 above Florida, the next highest competitor, while £}aBt Ten- 
nessee sustains the honors on the other extreme. 

Ohio held more gospel conversations than any of the others, and North 
Carolina reports the fewest number. B^orida and Alabama in order follow Ohio. 

On the matter of baptisms, Mississippi is above the rest with Middle Ten- 
nessee and Ohio at the foot, with even records. 

South Carolina has secured thirty more Journal subscriptions than any other 
Conference, the next best record being that of Florida, and the lowest thi^t of 
Ohio. 

Briefly summing up the positions occupied by the different Conferences it 
will be observed that on Families Visited as considered above, Florida is first and 
North Carolina last; on Tracts Distributed, Virginia is first and Georgia last; 
on Books Distributed, Virginia is first and North Carolina last; on Meetings 
Held, Georgia is first and Bast Tennessee last; on -Gospel Conversations, Ohio is 
first and North Carolina last ; on Baptisms, Mississippi is first and Ohio last ; 
and on Journal Subscriptions, South Carolina is first and Ohio last. 

Taking into consideration the conditions under which the Elders in the dif- 
ferent Conferences have labored ; the sparsely settled states in contrast with those 
thickly populated; the occasional attacks of sickness which have hindered one or 
more imirs of Elders in their work; the climatic differences existing between 
the widely separated extremes of the Mission, which always have more or less 
effect upon the work either one way or the other; the mental attitude of the 
people towards the work in various sections which causes them to vigorously 
oppose the Elders, to investigate the Truth, or to stand on neutral ground ; when 
all of these things are taken into account, the reasons for the deficiences of 
some of the Conferences in certain lines of work is readily understood and the 
responsibility properly placed which protects the Elders from any inferences that 
might reflect on their faithfulness in dischai^ng their duties. 

The report as a whole speaks well for the Conference presidents and their 
Elders and the Mission generally; and especially so, when it is remembered that 
every Elder in the field in the sincerity and humility of his heart, faces the jeers 
and the prejudices of thousands of his fellowmen, and not infrequently theic 
cruel persecutions; bears his share of the expenses resultant from the accomplish- 
ment of this enormous work, paying his own personal encumbrances from his own 
pocket without receiving one penny in compensation ; and all this in order that 
the people of this land might hear the sound of the Gospel of Christ. In view 
of all these things most certainly the grand tot^ j>f work done in the past six. 
months is a credit to all the servants of the Lord who have accomplished it. 

There is always, however, room for improvement, and with this record before 
us without question, the next report will show considerable improvement over the 
last. 



RELIQIOUS STATISTICS. 



The following religious statistics, given by M. Fournier de Flaix, are the latest 
that have been made by a competent authority: 

Christianity, 477,080,158; worship of ancestors and Confucianism, 256,000,- 
000; Hindooism, 190,000,000; Mohammedanism., 176,834,372; Buddhism, 147,- 
900,000; Taoism. 43,000,000; Shintoism, 14,000,000; Judaism, 7,186,000; Poly- 
theism, 117,681,669. 

In Christianity is included: Catholic church, 230,865,533; Protestant 
churches, 143,237,625; orthodox Greek church, 98,016,000. 



ARE YOU GOING WEST? 

If so, cheap colonist tickets can be purchased between September 15th and 
October 31st. Send in your inquiries early, that you may have plenty of time for 
arrangements to be made for your tickets. You will save between ten and fifteen 
dollars by going under these rates. Address this office. Elders should not overlook 
sending in names of people who are thinking of going west, on the cards given 
them for this purpose. Always keep two or three on hand. We have them. 
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DARBUN CHURCH BUILDING. 

In the early pat of spring, the Saints at Darbun, Mississippi, decided to 
build a meeting house. They volunteered to furnish the material and Eiders 
Martin Anderson and G. S. Kennington agreed to assist in building it. Brother 
John R. Collins gave one acre of land for the grounds, and all of the Saints con- 
tributed liberally towards the building, both of their means and work. The land 
was covered with timber, all of which was cleared away, the best being sawed 
into lumber for the Church. It is 24x36 feet, nicely papered, neatly finished and 
comfortably furnished. There are about thirty-nine Saints there who are doing 
the very best they can to make the branch a complete success. A prosperous 




Latter-Day Saints CnuRcn Building at Darbun, Mississippi. 

Sunday School is in operation, and all in all, the little band of isolated followers of 
the Master are doing remarkably well. Their meeting house was finished on the 
22nd of May, 19(>5, and was paid for at its completion. It is a credit to them, ami 
they can feel justly proud of the comfortable house of worship they have erected. 



NOTES FROM THE FIELD. 

Most interesting and encouraging letters have been received from so many 
of our friends this issue that we can't quote from all of them but we do want to 
say that your kind words are very gratifying to us and makes us more determined 
than ever to put forth every effort to make the Journal even more interesting 
than it has been. Among those who have had so many kind things to say about 
our Mission paper we mention the following brethren and sisters: J. H. Dixon, 
Morgan Martin, and Sisters 'Mary Evans, Jklarv Owens and Nettie Edwards, all 
of South Carolina : Sisters F'nnnie Smith and Fannie Baker, of Tennessee ; Sister 
Mary E. Welcher, of Georgia; Brother W. 'H. Hiatt, of Goshen, Utah; Sister 
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Harriet Hodges, of Kentucky; F. L. Williams and Sisters Dora L. Duvanoe and 
M. O. Oock^, of Florida ; S. M. Slaughter and Chad Bowin, of North Carolina ; 
S. B. Meyers end Sisters Myrtle T. Vaughn. Viola M. Millett and Elizabeth 
Hines, of Virginia; I. M. Lelsey, J. H. Nelson and Sister Hattie L. Jacobson, of 
Alabama ; and B. P. Turner, James McOallister and Sisters Mary Jane Ashcraft, 
Blanch Smith and Minnie L. Collins, of Mississippi. 



A branch conference was held at Milled^eville, Ga., on the 10th of June, and 
on the Sunday following the 17th, another Conference was conyened at Stillmore. 
Eleven Elders were present and a moot enjoyable time was spent. Immediately 
after Elders W. C. Shipley and M. A. Barton, together with President M. P. 
Cosby, went to Soperton, where they held a series of meetings. One of these wa« 
held on the street near the station and was attended by nearly one hundred persons. 
The brethren distributed a great many tracts and books on this oeeasioa. On 
June 24, eight i)ersons were baptized by Elder Shipley, and in the evening six 
children were blessed. 



Word is received that Mrs. Sallie Lackey of Old Fort, N. C, has just died 
from the effects of a blow received on the head from a burglar on the 2d of last 
April. Mrs. Lackey was alone in the house when the man entered and without 
giving any warning he struck her over the eyes, which resulted fatally on the 6th 
of June. The lady's trunk was ransacked, but no money was found. Mrs. 
Lackey was a friend to the Elders and her untimely death will be received with 
deep regret by all who knew her. 



A correct report of the many baptisms recently performed in Mississippi is as 
follows ; there were forty-eight baptized altogether between -May the 8th and the 
24th: President B. D. Buchanan and Elder George Berry, 13; Elders Joseph B. 
Gubler and W. N. Wignall, 1 ; Elders Chester Liljenquist and Bertie Crump, 3 ; 
Elders Martin Anderson and Anson Hatch, 7; EldeiB Royal M. Jeppson and 
DaTi<l Gk>urley, 2; Elders David S. Smith and Julius Jepsen, 22. 

Elder M. P. Cosby writes that his folks have been burned out for the second 
time in the past eight years. The first time they lost nearly everything in the 
store, and this time they had a stock of perhaps $2,500, all of which was a total 
loss. No insurance was carried. Elder Cosby lives at Messa, Arizona. The 
JouBNAL extends its sincere sympathy both to Elder Cosby and his folks in the 
hour of their misfortune. 



Brother C. F. B. Lybbert, of Vernal, Utah, writes us a most interesting let 
ter. He says he has filled more than one mission, the last one being to Holland in 
1892, and adds, "I would enjoy another twenty-six month in the field notvvith 
standing I am seventy-one years old, but my brethren of the quorum won't consent 
on account of my age.*' His letter is full of praise for the Journal. 



Elders Taylor and McGavin, of Tennessee, send us word that they held seven 
meetings recently with great success. A Baptist minister attended one of the 
meetings and the Sunday following he and all the members of the church present 
agreed to cease persecuting any denomination, on the groun<l that if they could 
not agree here they could not do so hereafter. 

Elder James P. Baxter, president of one of the conferences of the Colorado 
Mission sends two subscribers to the Journal and says, "I am sending the sub- 
scription for the only Elder in my Conference who does not take the Joubnal. 
I want every Elder in this field to take the Journal, and I shall do all I can to 
help your good work along." 



Brother Andrew D. Dewey, of Greorgia, writes an interesting letter in which 
he says all of the local Elders are to be put to work setting their houses in order 
and teaching the people the Gospel. He also has a kind word for the Journal. 

(Continuetl on paj?e 410) 
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BBN E. RICH. Bditor. J. STOKES, Jr.. ABSOciftte Editor. 

** Behold, they that have been sent to preach my Gospel among the conffrega- 
tions of the wicked: wherefore I give to them a commandment thus: *TH0U 
SHA.lt not idle away thy time.' "—(Doctrine and Covenants, section 60. 
verse 13.) 



EDITORIAL. 



ADMINISTERING TO THE SICK. 

"they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recovee." — Mark 16:18. 

This doctrine is one of the principles of the Grospel, and one, too, which was 
a source of great bleseing to the ancient Saints ; but like so many of the other 
ordinances of the house of the Lord, it has been dropped and forgotten through 
the wickedness of men during the ages of the apostacy. The priesthood of God 
in all ages of the world when the Gospel has been ui>on the earth, has been the 
medium through which great favors have been obtained from the Lord, and the 
healing of the afflicted has been one of the blessings bestowed upon the Saints in 
particular, as a result-of their faith in the power of God. 

It is one of the "signs'* which Jesus said should follow those who would 
believe and obey the Grospel (Mark l(i:17, 18). This promise was fulfilled to the 
followers of Christ then, and the Latter-day Saints are living witnesses to the 
truth that the same blessing is conferred upon the Saints today. And why ought 
not this to be? If God be unchangeable; if the Gospel be everlasting, and if 
the people believe in that same God. and embrace that same Gk>spel, and live 
just as worthily before the Lord, why ought not they to receive the same bleasing? 
for certainly a restoration to health is a beneficent gift, and one, too, that is just 
as essential to the happiness and comfort of man today as it was when the Lord 
was upon the earth. Of course it is appointed unto all men some time to die, and 
it is not to be presumed that death can be forever stayed through the operation 
of this oi^inance of the Gospel ; but the point to be made is, that God, at His 
pleasure, can intercept the powers of the destroyer and delay the sting of death, 
if His children have sufficient faith to this end, and it is not expedient that the 
afflicted one hasten without delay to the sphere beyond. 

The manner of administering to the si<* can be ascertained by a careful 
search of the Scriptures, and upon investigation it is found to be exactly the 
same as that revealed to the Prophet Joseph — a matter of no surprise whatever 
when it is understood that the Gospel remains the same in all ages, and that the 
Prophet Joseph Smith was but a servant in the hands of God, called to open 
up another dispensation of the Gospel — the last dispensation promised to the 
children of men to be ushered in before the coming of the great and dreadful day 
of the Lord. 

By observing the example set by Jesus on this principle, we find in Luke 
13:11-1.3 that He beheld a woman who had been afflicted for eighteen years. 
"And He laid His hands on her and immediately she was made straight and 
glorified God." On another occasion, as recorded by the same author, 4:40, he 
says of Jesus : "Now when the sun was setting all they that had any sick 
with diverse diseases brought them unto Him, and He laid His hands on every 
one of them and healed them." .Mark says, 6:.5. that when He (.Jesus) was in 
His own country "He could do no mighty work, save that He laid His hands 
upon a few sick folk and healed them." This practice wa« not limited to Christ 
alone, but was both understood and followed by His apostles. Mark records an 
incident which, while it fails to mention the particular part of the ordinance that 
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pertaiop to the ^^laying on of hands," it does set forth the other detail pertain- 
ing to this administration* namely the anointing with oil. In the sixth chapter 
and thirteenth verse Mark says of the Twelve whom Jesus had just sent forth 
opon their work in the ministry, **And they cast out many devils, and anointed 
with oil many that were sick and healed them.*' The Apostle James also speaks 
of this same ordinance (5 :14) in his epistle to the twelve tribee scattered abroad. 
He says, **Is any sick among you ? Let him call' for the elders of the church, and 
let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and 
the prayer of faith shall save the side, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if 
he have committed any sins they shall be forgiven him." 

From the foregoing citations we learn the following: That there was a 
practice in the early church of healing the sick, and that both Jesus and His 
disciples officiated in the administration; that in some instances, those related of 
the Savior, the ordinance was attended with the laying on of hands, while those 
occasions in which the apostles officiated, or on which counsel was given, the 
custom wtf^ to anoint the sick with oil attended with prayer; and that, according 
to James, the elders of the church were to officiate. The conclusion to be reached, 
therefore, is that in as much as Christ was the Author of the Crospel, and His 
mission to the earth was to save mankind by means of the same, teaching and 
practicing those things which belong to that plan for which He willingly sacrificed 
His life to perfect; and furthermore, in ns nmeh as He c*vlled unto Him ni?n 
to assist in proclaiming the Grospel — men to whom He taught every doctrine and 
principle pertaining to the great work, and whom He trained in all the ordinances 
pertaining thereto, and upon whom He bestowed not only all the requisite author- 
ity to officiate but upon whom He also conferred the Holv Ghost whose very duty 
it was to guide them into all truth that they might make no mistakes in their 
apostolic callings : we say in as much as these things are true, and in view of the 
fact that both Jesus and His apostles administered to the sick, anointing the 
afflicted ones with oil and laying their hands upon them, attended with prayer, 
therefore this ordinance must have been a part of the Gospel plan then — an 
ordinance for the temporal salvation of the Saints — and if it was a part of the 
Gospel at that time, and the Gospel is "everlasting," granting, too, that God is 
"unchangeable," and that the same plan of redemption advocated then shall be 
proclaimed in the last days, as Christ so declared it diould be (Matt. 24:14), 
then we say this same ordinance should constitute a part of the Gospel today; 
otherwise God is a changeable being, and the Gospel of Jesus Christ is not ever- 
lastinji:: and instead of God's beinj? "no respecter of persons,'* He is decidelv 
partial, for He favored the Saints anciently with a great blessing which today He 
withholds from His children. Again, if Christ be without guile, true to His word 
and faithful to His promises to these who believe on Him and obey His counsels, 
then indeed can we place every confidence in His solemn declaration wlien He said, 
"And these signs shall follow them that believe; in my name shall they cast out 
devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents: and 
If they drink any deadly thing it shall not hurt them ; they shall lay hands on the 
$ick and they shall recover.'' — Mark 16 : 17-18. 

Mark you, these blessings are to follow, not precede, belief and obedience. 
They are rewards for righteousness that belong to the children of the Kingdom 
and not to the world, and hence it is plainly seen that the test of the true 
church of Christ is confined, not to these signs that are to follow the believers, 
but to those doctrines and ordinances which precede these gifts and blessings, 
taken together with these manifestations of the Lord's power. This is a wise 
provision, for we all know that in the last days "false Christs and false prophets 
shall arise and shall show signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, the 
very elect ;" but when we understand the means, or the way, through which God 
makes His power felt in behalf of the sick, as set forth in the above exposition, 
namely, that men holding the prop( r authority — 'E'ders of the Church — are to 
be called in, and through the prayer of faith, attended by the anointing of the 
sick with oil, and the sealing of the same by the laying on of hands; when we 
understand this, and when it is found that all other things practiced and taught 
today agree and harmonize with every detail of the Church of Christ as Jesus 
himself organized it anciently; and .above all, when the promise of Christ which 
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guarantees ''that he who will do the will of the Father ehall know of the doc- 
trine*' is fulfilled to the believer, and he has within his breast a Hying testimony 
of the truth; when all these conditiotM exist, no mlftn need be deceived on the 
question of "signs," nor will he ever be, if, after he has received the truth, he 
live true to his covenants made with the Lord at the waters of baptism that the 
Spirit of God might find a dwelling place within him to "guide him into all truth.** 
In conclusion, we wish to add that the ordinance pertaining to the adminis- 
tration of the sicfc, is a principle of the C^ospel of Jesus Christ, and that the Lord 
recognixes it today with manifestations of equally as much favor as He did an- 
ciently is attested by thousands upon thousands of the Latter-day Saints, who are 
living eye witnesses to the fact that God does show forth His mercy and power 
through the administrations in behalf of the sick in this day, even as He has done 
in ages past ; and our testimony to the world is that the signs promised by Christ 
do follow the obedient believers, and that the ordinance herein explained is the 
official way marked out by our Lord and Master, through which these works arc 
accomplished. This does not mean that God will not answer the prayers of His 
faithful children in times when this ordinance can not be i)erformed, for it is 
not possible at all times either to have oil convenient for the purpose or elders 
present, and under these circumstances God is able and is willing to respond to 
the ardent, faithful prayers of His pleading children if in His wisdom they should 
receive that for which they ask ; but tho mode of administering to the sick as set 
forth herein is the correct way which the Lord has established, and it can only be 
performed by those men who hold the proper authority in the priesthood. 

NOTES FROM THE FIELD. 

(Continued from page 407) 

Elders Johnson and Wm. O. Patterson, of the Ohio Conference, write from 
Dayton saying: "We have performed one baptism. The work of the Lord is pro- 
gressing here, but we have considerable opposition in our street meetings from 
the elders of the Re-organized Church, whose mission it seems is to tear down the 
work of God.'' 



Sister Dessie iMcLendon, of South Carolina, sends three more subscribers. 
We appreciate Sister McLendon's good work and thank her for her valuable as- 
RiFtance in helping to spread the truth. She says the Sunday School there is 
Fraall but that they enjoy the Spirit of the Tx)rd and have good meetings. 



"The Journal should be in every home of our people. I read its pages with 
more than ordinary interest, and can say that it is a great benefit both t^ those who 
have filled missions as well as to those who have not been so fortunate.*' So 
writes Brother F. S. Bramwell, of LaGrande, Oregon. 



Elders R. E. Baxter and A. H. Taggart, of the Alabama Conference, were 
asked to preach a funeral sermon over the body of an old gentleman whose folks 
nor himself belonged to the Church. His family are friendly and have a great- 
amount of faith in the doctrines of the Gospel. 

Sister Virginia Prescott, true to her many professions of loyalty to the little 
JoiJBNAL, sends in a long letter of praise for its merits, together with an order 
for a copy of volume three bound. Sister Prescott says the Elders have recently 
held a series of five meetings at her house. 



Writing from Mississippi, Elders David Gourley and Chauncey Jenks, says 
that they preached the funeral sermon over the remains of the little son of Brother 
and Sister Grisham, at Lemon, Smith County. On the day following they baptiaed 
an applicant for membership. 



Brother L. L. Cranford, of Samuel Alabama, says that they have a nice 
little Sunday School running there and that every fast-day they enjoy themselves 
in testimony meeting. Brother Cranford is the local Elder in that district. 
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Brother B. D. Stephens, of Mississippi, sends us an account of his meeting 
one of his friends who does not belong to the Church and who is interetsed in the 
Gospel. He sent us a subscription to the Journal for this investigator. Brother 
Stephens is doing his duty. 



Elders David E. Boacn and Ernest Sheen, of the Kentucky Conference, spent 
a few nights in the woods recently in opening up their County, but now they are 
getting along with gratifying success. They have baptized two into the fpld, and 
have friends everywhere now. 



Elder F. P. Hammond, who labored in the EJa^t Tennessee and Ohio Confer- 
ences, sends us three subscribers and says he wants to send a hearty "God blesa 
you," to all his friends in the South. He also writes that the Joubnal is a great 
missionary in his locality. 



Sister Ada L. Johnson, writes us a very entertaining letter, in which she says 
she loves the work of the Lord and knows it is true. Her testimony is very 
sincere and earnest, and she feels grateful to the Lord that she has been permitted 
to receive the Gospel. 



"I have used the Journal in Sunday School and other organizations with 
which I have been connected since I came home and I can truthfully say it is a lit- 
tle gem," writes Elder A. D. Steele, from Draper, Utah. Elder Steele sends us 
two subsc.'iptions. 



Brother I. M. Shelton, of Mt. Airy, N. C, tells us that the Sunday School 
where he iives is in a very good condition. It is held in the homes of the Saints 
because they can't get a school house. He says nearly all the Saints there take 
the Journal. 



"I am so glad when the time comes for the dear little paper to come. It 
always brings a spirit with it that I so much enjoy. It seems to draw us nearer 
together and closer to our Father in Heaven," adds Sister Rachel Bartlett, of 
Georgia. 



"I have just received my second copy of the Journal and it pleases me very 
much. It is truth to the very letter. I am not a Mormon, but an advocate of 
the Mormon cause," says our friend T. L. Douring, of Virginia. 



"The Elders* Journal is a silent missionary whose every word impresses 
one with the great truth that the Gospel is true and that it has been restored to 
the earth again," writes Brother J. L. Manire, of Kentucky. 



"I find the Journal to be a good companion in my home, in fact, it is an ex- 
cellent Elder within itself. I prize its value several times higher than the cost of 
its subscription," says Brother J. O. Minshew, of North Carolina. 



Elder Joseph H. Wolley, of Safford, Ariz., sends three subscribers and says, 
"I would like to see the Journal in every home here.*. He is trying his best to 
carry out his desires, and we wish him godspeed in his noWe work. 



Sister M. F. iStringfeJlow, now in Idaho, says : "I take the Elders* Journal 
and enjoy reading it so much that I want my children and my grandchildren, whom 
I left in Florida, to read it. She inslosed their subscriptions. 



In renewing his subscription for the Journal Brother W. F. Daniels, of South 
Carolina, says, "I don*t want my name taken from your list, for I could not do 
without the Journal. I wish it could come every week.*' 



Sister Mary A. B. Pittman, of Georgia, expresses her appreciation for the 
Journal thus, "I have been sick most of the year but as long as I am able to work 
I want the Journal. It is the best paper I can get." 
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Sister Willie Dillie, of Mississippi, says that the leading men of the mob which 
drove the Elders out of a place in Yazoo Oounty a few years ago, are fast dying, 
many of them have suffered intense pain before dying. 



Sister Imlu Belcher, of Kentucky, says that she has been sick for a long time 
and that after the Elders administered to her she was greatly relieved. She ap- 
preciated the blessings of the Lord in her behalf. 



"I am well pleased with j-our Joubnal," writes Brother H. C. Nelson of Mer- 
cur, Utah, "for I have read some previous numbers jx>u sent me, and I feel thac 
I can learn much from your valuable paper." 



"I can truthfully say that I love the little Journal better than any papet 1 
ever read. I alwaj^s long for it to come, for it is certainly a welcome visitor lo 
our house," writes Sister Lillie Mason, of Florida. 



Brother T. A. Martin, Jr., says: "I am so well pleased' with the Joubnai. 
that I must say a word about it. It can't baptize or administer to the sick, but 
it can preach just as good as any Elder." 



The Colorado Mission sends us eight more subscribers. We do appreciate your 
support brethren, and hope the Joubnal will always prove a source of good to 
every one into whose hands it may come. 



Brother John Amor, of Basalt, Idaho, writes that his son, who returned home 
some time ago on account of sickness, is well again. He also says, "The Joubnal 
is well worth the subscription price." 



Brother T. J. Goleman of Mississippi writes that his daughter was healed 
by the Lord through the administration of the Elders. Elders Bertie Oump and 
Chester Liljenquist officiated. 



"I want to say that I do enjoy reading the dear little Journal," writes Sister 
Atnnie Hollingsworth of North Carolina. **We would not be without it in our 
family for double the cost." 



"I have just been reading the Journal," writes Sister Sarah F. Tioe of Ala- 
bama, "which is the greatest pleasure I have whesi I can not meet with the Elders 
and hear them preach." 



Sister Georgie V. Hevline. of the Kentucky Conference writes that the 
Journal is as valuable to her as so much gold. "I would not be without it for 
the world," she says. 



Elder John Cutler, of Salt Lake City, sends us three new subscribers, and 
highly compliments the Journal. "Go thou and do likewise." We thank him for 
his material support. 



Brother R. W. Walters, of Mississippi, says that he has found two or three 
articles in the Journal that have been worth many times more to him than the 
subscription price. 



Sister Sarepta Bragg, of Georgia, writes us that she finds the Journal the 
most valuable paper she ever read. Her letter is full of praise for "little visitor," 
OS she terms it. 



"I am not a member of the Church, but I enjoy reading the Journal and know 
it contains many precious truths," says Miss Hessie Mae Lee of Alabama. 



"I am always glad to receive the little messenger of truth. From it many 
gems of truth can be learned," writes B^der Leslie Moon, of Woodland, Utah. 
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Sister E. F. Cooper, of Florida, writes: "We renewed our subscription to 
the JouBNAL. We are always glad to get the Journal and would hate to be 
without it." 



'Sister A. C. Royal of North Carolina says: "I am unable to go to church, 
but I can read the Joubmal and enjoy it so much. I don't know what I should do 
without it." 



Brother J. B. Duncan of Beaver, Utah, expresses his appreciation for the 
little missionary messenger by sending us four subscriptions. Thanks, Brother 
Duncan. 



Elders William Hopkins and Julius Jepaen report ten more baptisms on the 
22d of June. They are enjoying the spirit Of the Lord, and are both in excellent 
health. 

Elder H. B. Owens, of Mercur,. Utah, sends us a subscription every once in 
a while, and always speaks a good word for the Journal. We appreciate his good 
work. 



Sister Sallie Smithdeal, of South Carolina, says, "I am glad to receive the 
little missionary paper. It is all truth and that is what I want and love." 



*The little Journal is the best friend that comes to our house. It is a 
great pleasu-e to us to read it,*' sfiys Sister Merritt Wooddale, of Florida. 



Brother David Rowland, of Virginia, says that the Journal is a welcome visi- 
tor to his home and that he finds it a source of great pleasure. 



Sister Laura Toler, of Robin, Idaho, says she is satisfied in her new home. 
"The better acquainted I get the better I like it," she says. 

Sister Mary Parker, of South Carolina, assures us that she api^reciates tiie 
JouBNAL and that she finds much pleasure in reading it. 

"I appreciate the Journal very much," says Elder Elbert H. Barlow, of thte 
English Mission, "and I read its contents with great interest." 



Elder Alfred Carter of Portersville, Utath, sends us six new subscribers and 
says he is unable to express his rfal feelings towards the Journal. 



Elder Levi J. Taylor, of Harrisville, Utah, says, "I am pleased with the 
Journal. It is fast becoming a great power for good." 



"We can not do without the Journal. It is worth -its weight in gold to our 
family," writes Brother H. A. Storey, of Mississippi. 



"Wh<»n I don't have a new Journal to read, I look over the old ones with 
much profit," says Sister Lizzie Richardson, of Florida. 

Brother. Eugene Poynter, of Kentucky, says, "1 am so well pleased with tbe 
Journal that I don't want to miss one single copy." 



"The Journal is the best paper I ever read, and I am going to get as maaj 
to take it as I cm," says Sister Jennie D. Phillips. 



"I think the Journal is a gem," says Sister Catherine, of Virginia. "It it i 
much comfort to us in the absence of the Elders." 



"The Journal and the Deseret News both contain so much to encourage us^" 
says Brother George W. McDonald, of Florida. 
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"Sister Bettie Aycodc says : "Please find inclosed fifty cents for the Joubnal. 
I would not be without it for the world." 



"I like your paper very much and do not want to be without it," says Bister 
Sarah E. Hodges, of Georgia. 



**I take the Elders* Journal and would not be without it for the world," 
says Sister Nancy Bostic. 



"I take five papers but I always read the Journal first," writes Brother W. J. 
Patterson, of Mississippi. 



"I don*t think I could get along without the Journal," says Sister M. J. 
Reeves, of Mississippi. 



"The Journal is a guiding star to me," says Sister Stella Bailey, of South 
Carolina. 



PONTIUS PILATE'S DEATH SENTENCE UPON JESUS. 

(This order from the tribunal before which Jesua iwas tried and condemned was 

found in> Mexica) 

The San Francisco Chronicle's correapondeat from the City of Mexico sends 
them an account of a musty old parchment which was recently found in Thieves* 
Market at Guadalajara, Mexico, by an* attorney from New York, who purchased 
the ancient document for ten dollars. He looks upon it as a rare find. The 
writing upon the instrument is in Latin, an<) contains the death sentence pro- 
nounced by Pontius Pilate upon our Savior. It is supposed that the relic found 
its way to Mexico long ago, being brought by some Spaniards in the days of the 
cooquest. The translation reads as follows : 

•I, Pontius Pilate, here in Jerusalem, Reigent for the Roman Ehnpire, judge 
an<i condemn to death Jesus, known as the poor Nazarene, and of the nation of 
Galilee, a seditious man, opposed to the law and our senate and the great em- 
peror, Tiiberius Caesar. And I determine that his death shall be on the cross, 
fastened with nails, as is the custom with criminals. Because here join and con- 
gregate each day many men, rich and poor, who have not desisted to provoke tnmult 
throughout Judea, proclaiming this man the Son of God and King of Israel, and 
threatening ruin to this noted city of Jerusalem and its temrple, and this sacred 
empire. And because he has refused tribute to Caesar, and has had the boldness 
to enter, with palms of triumph and with a great multitude, into the city of Je- 
rusalem and into the sacred temple of Solomon, I, therefore, command the first 
centurion, named Quinto Comelio, to remove from this city of Jerusalem this 
offender, putting upon him such robes as shall make him known to all, and the 
same cross upon which he is to crucify, and conducting him th<rough the streets 
between two robbers, who also have been condemned to death for thefts and mur- 
ders, and in this manner making an example that all people and all criminals 
•hall heed. I further command that the public crier shall proclaim his oifenses 
as here expressed; and that after having traversed the public streets he e^all be 
taken by the port of Paroga, now known as Antonia, to the mountain of Calvary, 
where it is the custom to execute all wicked criminals. There he shall be crucified 
on the same cross that he has carried^ and his body ^lall be left hanging between 
tbose of the two robbers. And above the cross in the three langages that are now 
generally known, namely. Hebrew, Greek and Latin, shall be placed the inscription : 
*1This is Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews," so that all may understand and that 
he shall be known to all. And let no one, of whatever state, rights op condition, 
under penalty of losing rights and life through rebellion to the Roman Empire* 
dare to interfere with the execution of this sentence with full rigor, as I have com- 
manded, according to the Roman and Hebrew^ laws. 
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CHANGED ON Tlt^CTS. 

Ilenceforth the tracts now used in the Mission will be known by the following 
nnmbers : 

No. 1, Plan of Salvation. 

No. 2, Straight and Narrow Way. 

No. 8, Joseph Smith's Own Story. 

No. 4, Friendly Discussion. 

No. 5, Interview on Mormon Faith. 

No. 6, What The Mormon's Believe. 

No. 7, Mormons and Mormonism. 

No. 8, Two Letters to a Baptist Minister. 



ARRIVALS. 



Elder Samuel J. Francis, Tabor, Alberta, Canada, and Elder Henry A. Pace, 
Price. Utah. 



APPOINTMENTS. 



Elders Samuel J. EVancis and Henry A. Pace, to Mississippi. 
Elder John A. Berrett has been called to succeed Elder Wm. A. Petty in the 
presidency of the North Carolina Conference. 



RELEASES. 



Elders Albert Harper, Hyrum Johnson and Wm. A. Petty of North Carolina. 
Elder Petty has acted as president of the Conference for several months past. 
Kder H. S. Parkinson, of Florida. 



OHIO CONFERENCE. 



There will be a counsel meeting of the Ohio Elders at Columbus on the 20th 
inst. A public meeting is being arranged for at night. 



BOUND VOLUMES. 



Number Two are not all gone yet. If you haven't one, order now. You 
will be pleased with it. They won't always last. Make up your mind to send the 
order now. You want it and you ought to have it, then why procrastinate? 

Volume Three will be ready about September 1st. There are but about 400 
copies reserved, and nearly five thousand subscribers. You will have to order 
early. The price of both Volume Two and Three is $1.25 each, postpaid. 



DIED. 

SniNGLETON — Brother Jacob Shingleton, on April 29, of North Carolina, at 
the age of 66. Brother Shingleton has been a faithful member of the Church 
since his baptism in 1899. 

Rioos — Brother George W. Riggs, of Powell's River, Tenn., on June 18. 
Brother Riggs was baptized by Elder Elias S. Kimball in 1885 and has been a 
faithful member of the Church ever since. 

Helm — lister Elizabeth Ann Helm at Xenia, Ohio, on July 2. Sister Helm 
wafl baptized on July 2d a year ago, and has been, a faithful member of the 
Church during that time. She was 64 years old and is survived by two soas 
and two daughters. 
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EVERY YEAR. 



Life is a chorus of losses, 

Every year; 
For the weak are heavier crosses, 

Every year; 
Lost springs with sobs replying 
Unto weary autumn's sighing, 
While those we love are dying, 

Every ' year. 

The days have less of gladness, 

Every year ; 
The nights more weight of sadness, 

E)very year; 
Fair springs no longer charm us, 
'Hie winds and weather harm us, 
The threats of death alarm us, 

Every year. 

There come new cares and sorrows, 

Every year; 
Dark days and darker morrows, 

Every year; 
The ghost of dead loves haunt us, 
The ghosts of changed friends taunt us. 
And disappointments daunt us, 

Every year. 

To the past go more dear faces, 

Every year ; 
And the loved leave vacant places. 

Every year; 



E>verywhere the sad eyes meet us. 
In the evening's dusk they greet us, 
And to come to them entreat us, 
Every year. 

'*You are growing old," they tell us, 

Every year ; 
"You are more alone," they tell us, 

EJvery year; 
•'You can win no new affection. 
You have only recollection, 
Deeper sorrow and dejection, 

Eh'ery year." 

Too, true I Life's shores are shifting, 

Every year; 
And we are seaward drifting. 

Every year; 
Old places, changing, fret us. 
The living more forget us. 
There are fewer to regret ms. 

Every year. 

Btit the truer life draws nigher. 

Every year; 
And its morning star climbs higher. 

Every year; 
Earth's hold on us grows slighter, 
And the heavy burdens lighter. 
And the Dawn Immortal brighter. 

Every year. 

— Selected. 
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TRAITORS, 

(Continued from page 402.) 

**Yo unhallowed hand can stop the work of God from progressing," — Jose|)h 
SmiUi the Propiiet. 

A brilliant general fell into disgrace with his military superiors and:*witli 
the oi\'il govemmaent of his country. He was impetuous and impatient of restraint. 
He was proud even to arrogance ; he was extravagant even to the furthest limit of 
honesty. Other men had been advanced to higher posts — ^he felt himself degraded. 
His di-Hbursements on one of his heroic expeditionB were stiM unsettled — he felt 
himslf defrauded. A tjTant foe invested his country and sought to subjugate iier 
people. He listened bo the voice of ignoble avarice, of proud passdon, of offended 
arrogance. With deliberate humiliation he sought a place of vast trust among the 
defenders of ihds country. He was appoisftecl to the comrnand of a great river 
fortress — the key to the interior, the storage house of munitions dearly bought. 
highJy prized and absolutely necessary for Che repulse of the invaders. He sold 
hi}* rank, his honor and his interest in his native land. Just at the hour when his 
bargain was to be decoded, bis old friend and admarer, the noble commander-in- 
chdef, said to him: *'My deer Arnold, I am now forming my army for active 
operations in the field. I want a fighting general. Come, I offer you the com- 
matid of ^e left wing, at once the post of danger and of honor." The traitor's 
face fiusiied with shame. He pleaded an old wound as reason why he should not 
go into the battlefield. Then he went to meet Andre and give the last assurance 
to has British masters that he was theirs, body and soul. By the interposition of 
America's sublime destiny his plot was discovered and foiled. Arnold, the traitor, 
crept away to escai)e a betrayer's death. He received his British uniform, his 
British gold, his British sword. He even came back with his mercenary horde to 
ravage, bum, destroy the little town in Connecticut where first he saw the light. 
Years later, the great Frenchman, TaWeyrand, met a distinguished-looking man 
at an English country inn. The two gentlemen were total strangers to each other, 
but they soon engaged in con\'ersatian upon the great question of 'democracy. 
Wlhen they were about to part, Tal'leyrand said to his companion: "From your 
knowledge of all that relates to the United States, I am sure that you must be an 
American ; my name is Talleyrand, and I am about to visit that country ; per- 
haps you will be kind enough to give me letters of introduction to some of your 
friends there." 

When the illustrious diplomat had finished his retjuest the other gentleman 
bowetl low ; and when he looked up his face, even- to his lips, was gray as ashes. 
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In a voice which sounfVd weird and cheerless as the moan of a November wind 
across a deserted marsh he answered : "Yes, I am an American. I was born in 
America. I have spent nearly all my life the;^. But I am probably the oaly 
Aniericain living who can say, 'I !ha\'e not one friend in my native land.*. No, 
not one. Sir, I am Benedict Arnold." 

Talleyrand turned away from Arnold with a shudder, while the nriserahle 
traitor crept sijently from the room. When- the unhappy wretch was dying in 
the midst of contempt and poverty he grcAv delirious. At the last moment of his 
ruined life he called to the devoted wife who had been the sharer of all his woe : 
"Bring to me, I beg j'ou, the epaulettes and sword knots which Washington gave 
me. Let me die in my old AmenicaTi uniform, the uniform in which I fought my 
battles. May my God forgive me for ever having worn any other I" 

The greatest army which the world ever saw was gathered at Thermopylae 
more than two thousand years ago. This was the Persian host assembled to do 
battle to the Httle band of Spartans. So intrepidly did the Oreeks defend that 
^cred defile which gave entrance to their beloved land that Xerxes became out of 
all hope of forcing his way through the Spartan ranks. This was the nwinent for 
the traitor. Before the proud Xerxes could withdraw his myriads the betrayer 
came — a Greek, a native of the sublime country. With servile words he flung 
himself a^t the feet of the gorgeous Persian. He offered to lead the invaders to 
an eminence overlooking the heroic defenders of Greece. His coward wish was 
granted ; and when the next morning dawned Leonidas and his followers saw the 
spears and helmets of their foes flashing at them from the heights. The rest is 
the most sublime tragedy of profane history. And the traitor who betraj-ed th? 
noblest souls of Greece to their death received his gold and precious stones. He 
might have died in the honest obscurity in which he was born and reared but for 
his cowardly act. Ah ! such notoriety is purchased at too high a price. It would 
be better for a man to stand modestly and firmly before his country's foe: to fall 
unrecognized and without praise ; to fill a grave over which the words shall stand 
cut yi ineffaceable granite, "An unknown soldier who died in defense of his coun- 
trj-." Ah, yes I far better thus to faJl and fill and unknown grave — ^to be unre- 
meml)ered fore\'ermore of men — ^than to win a name of infam3% to fill the pages of 
history and be recollected of all human-kind while men shall hate a traitor. 

(To be Continued.) 



ELDERS REJECTED IN INDIA OVER FIFTY YEARS AGO. 

The following interesting and profitable contribution was kindly furnished 
for the Journal by Elder A. Milton Musser, one of the assistant Church his- 
torians. The incident happened over fifty years ago, 1854-5, at Karachi, Sind, 
British India, while Brother Musser was there on a mission. The episode is 
related as follows : 

"After my missionary colleague, Elder Truman Leonard, and I had been bru- 
tally driven from the cantonment of Karachi, by Captain Ashburner, police magis- 
trate, and he had accepted an invitation to visit a town atK>ut 125 miles north, 
on the river Indus, I again appealed to the military authorities for permission to 
re-enter the cantonment for the purpose of preaching the Gospel. My appeal 
brought me the following reply from the commandant, General Parr, dated Aug. 
12, 1854 : 

**I have received your note of the 10th inst. and now repeat that I would 
on no account whatever permit you to come within the limits of these cantonments. 
No reprobation of your pestilent doctrines, that I have seen exceeds the condem- 
nation that I myself think they deserve. I hope that you are not willingly and 
knowingly propagating falsehood and deceit, but that you are laboring under a 
delusion. I pray that this may be removed and that you may return to the way 
of truth and see your errors and repent and obtain pardon. 

**I am yours faithfully, 
•*T. O. Parr, Brigadier Commanding Camp Karachi." 

After a season, Bragadier Parr was superceded by GJeneral Wilson, to whom 
I renewed by supplication, which, being a religious and not a military proposition. 
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he concluded to answer me by proxy and consequently passed my prayer up to the 
Rev. Trywhite, the senior chaplain, who, in imitation of Parr, deigned to give me 
a p'ece of his mind, in the following bombastic letter, which, no doubt, he 
thought would serve as a quietus and put me on my back for good: 

**Sir : — It appears by your letter received yesterday that before he will sanc- 
tion what I refuse to join you in calling religious meetings within the cantonment 
limits, the Greueral requires my approbation of the scheme. Such approbation I 
will never give. Among persons speaking the English language, as a rule, I 
approve of no public teachings on the matter of revelation except by men, who, in 
the first place have been consecrated to act by some Anglican Bishop eiUier of the 
British Ehnpire or of the United States of America, and who, in the second place, 
possess the license of the Bishop of the diocese where they teach. This general 
rule I would certainly not allow to be infringed in your case at Karachi. You 
describe yourself as an Elder of the Church of the Latter-day Saints ; but this is 
no branch of the Church of Christ. This is some self-constituted body, and its 
members are self-constituted saints ; deceivers or deceived or both. To permit one 
of your saints to preach within the limits of my charge would be for a sheep dog 
to admit a wolf into the fold ! 

"I am your obedient servant, 

**R. E. Tbywhite, Sfenior Chaplain at Karachi." 

I saw at a glance that this charming epistle afforded me a splendid oppor- 
tunity to administer a rebuke which I felt he richly deserved. It may be said that 
my reply was a little too robust, but when it is remembered that at that time I 
was living on black bread and water; the first I was forced to secure from the 
cantonment after nightfall, running the risk of police detection and imprisonment, 
and that in every possible manner these Pharisees employed every device and 
intrigue known to the craft, to hedge up my way, even going so far aa to send a 
beautiful young Cyprian to my room to destroy me, and a blind Hindoo to be re- 
stored to sight; I felt that I would be wholly justified in grilling this Anglo- 
Indian hypocrite to a finish : 

"Sir: — Referring to j^our snappy answer to my respectful note to General 
Wilson, it is very kind in you to attempt a description of the iwople and Church 
I have the honor of representing in this distant land, but whom you seem to know 
as little about, as you appear to be ignorant, inferentiaJly at least, as you are of 
the origin and headship of your own church, whose local lambs you seem to be so 
anxious to fortify against the truths of the Gospel as taught by myaelf and 
brethren. Your self-confessed personal relation to your church as a "sheep dog" 
— ^not a shepherd of flockmaster, is at least suggestive of mutton-chops and fleece- 
taking, and in view of your arbitrary treatment, in barring me out of the canton- 
ment, it inspires the thought that you are also "a dog in the manger," and one 
of the sort of dogs, no doubt, Jesus excoriates in t^e following blister: 

*• *Woe unto ye Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! for you shut up the 
kingdom of heaven against men, for you neither go in yourselves, neither suffer 
ye them that are entering to go in.' And as Isaiah puts it, *His watchmen are 
blind, dumb and greedy dogs, shepherds that cannot understand, which can never 
have enough. They all look to their own way, every one for his gain from his 
quarter.' 

** *The contemptible efforts of yourself and conferees, Parsons Seal, Matchett, 
and others, to hedge up my way here in Karachi, is in exact fulfilment of these 
trenchant references, by the Great Master, to your ancient prototypes, the 
Pharisees. 

**Tell me, mimic churchman, was it with your connivance the Reverends Seal 
and Matchett sent the harlot, with an escort, to ensnare me, and the Hindoo to be 
healed of his blindness? Can't you see, benighted *sheep dog* that in this das- 
tardly attempt to destroy me and to bring the Church of Christ under reproach, 
how literally you have fulfilled the unqualified declaration of Jesus made to 
your clerical ancestors, that 'wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a 
sign,' etc.? Does not this accusation exactly fit your case? Can there be any- 
thing clearer? Is not the conduct of yourself and fellow conspirators in this har- 
lot-Hindoo intrigue here plainly mirrored by the Redeemer? 
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"There is a general a^eement among historians and biographers that King 
Henry the VIII, was a heartless and merciless monster ! Yet he was the founder 
and head of your church ! It is recorded of him that among his numerous bloody 
acts, he beheaded two and divorced three of his six wives; that he cut oif the 
head of the E3arl of Bssex for having recommended a Flemish princess for his 
bride, whom 'he called a Slander's mare ; that several of his six wives were his 
mistresses before their marriage to him; and it is also recorded of him, that 
*he never spared man in his anger, nor woman in his lusts,' and yet he was 
called *the Father of the Faithful,' and Vicegerent of God. 

"lliis very brief historical description of the founder of your Church of 
ESmgland, whose every function, organ, tissue and element* of his body, mind and 
soul, was cursed and consigned to everlasting damnation by the Pope of Rome, 
for his rebellion, whoredoms and apostasy, I oflfer in return for your impudent 
assumptions over the origin and foundation of the C%urch of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. 

**Tliat you are a pretty tough lot I need but refer to your own church liturgy 
in which, Sabbath after Sabbath, year in and out, the clergy of your church have 
been confessing to God and the world that you are all 'miserable sinners and 
without any healtk in you.* Now let me ask, snarling canine, that if you are 
'miserable sinners,* as you insist you are, and which I'll not attempt to dispute — 
what logicar right have yoo to deny a Latter-day Saint Elder, now humbly knock- 
ing at your doors, the pleasure it would give him to help you out of the very sad 
condition you so frankly admit you are in? For 'miserable sinners* to hedge me 
in my anxiety to make Saints of you, and that too withiout money or price, is 
illogical and insane. In the Gospel of Jesus Christ, again restored in all its 
ancient purity and power, we have divinely revealed panacea *for the healing of 
the nations,' and about which I would most gladly enlighten your people if per- 
mitted to do so. 

"Before concluding let me ask you a very direct question, how long would 
you and your curates, from the Lord Bishop of Bombay down, interest yourselves 
in the religious well-being of your respective flocks if you had to serve them as 
the ancient and modem Apostles and Elders were and are commanded to do by the ' 
Great Redeemer, viz: to travel and preach the Gospel in all the world as a wit- 
ness without purse or scrip? 

"I will not subscribe myself *your obedient servant,' especially in the empty 
manner you closed your letter to me, until you repent of your sins and apply for 
baptism to one divinely authorized to immerse you, then I will be glad to serve you 
and other repentant self-confessed sinners who may be induced to follow your 
wholesome example. Respectfully, 

"Amos M. Musser." 



JULY REVIEW 



Ohio. — ^The work for the past month has been very encouraging. The 
weather has beeii good and the health of the Elders excellent. In Adams County 
EMders J. D. Stoddard and Richard E. Green were given an invitation to preach 
in a Christian Unfioni church. They held three meetings with a large audience 
in attendance at each service. The church choir furnished the music, and the 
people treated them with every courtesy. The Saints in Cincinnati celebrated 
the Fourth of July at Burnett Woods Park. All present had a most enjoyable 
time. On July 11, ESder W. M. Orossley was released to return home. Presi- 
dent J. M. Cummings was called to labor lin the {Mission office and Elder C. 
K. Conrad was called to preside over the Conference until the appointment of a 
permanent president. EJlders W. O. Lester and B. F. Marshall were transferred 
to other fields; Elder Lester going to Mississippi and Elder Marshall to Georgia. 
Go the 12th Elder Conrad together with Elder George W. Miller baptized two 
persons into the Church. The confirmation meeting was held at the home of 
Brother Albert WeltS of WM Covrngtoo, Ky. On the 20th a conference of the 
Elders was held at Colun&us. There were present besides the Elders of the 
Conference, Elder Sylvester Broadbent, who was called from the presidency of 
the Virginia Conference to take charge of the Conference in Ohio: Elder R. Ray 
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Nixon, who is traveling among the Oonferences looking after the records and 
books, and Elder J. Stokes, Jr., from the Misaion office. A priesthood meeting 
was held in the afternoon in the hall of the A. L U. Temple. After a few 
preHminary remarks from Elder Stokes, each^ one of the Blders was called upon 
to report his tabors. All of them felt well in the work, t«nd said they were 
enjoying their labors. They each bore a positive testiniony of the Gospel and 
expressed a willingness to press on in the work of spreading the Truth. Presi- 
dent Sylvester Broadbent and also Elders C. K. Conrad and R. Ray Nixon en- 
couraged the Elders, and expressed their great desires to see the Ohio Conference 
In the lead. Elder J. Stokes Jr., then took up a number of questions pertaining 
to the work of the Blders and their duties as servants of the Lord, giving many 
valuable instructions. An' excellent spirit pervaded the room and all felt that 
the Lord was with His servants in their callings. At 7:30 p. m. a public meeting 
was held in the same buikling, at whi<& several of tbe toiwi]flpeoi>le were pcesent, 
together with a number of the Saints living in the city. The time wus occupied 
by Elders R. Ray Nixon -and J. Stokes Jr. After the public meeting, Pre«ideiKt 
Broadbent called the Blders together and assigned them to their fields of labor 
as fok)ws: Elders A. O. Burton and E:ilis Merkley to Toledo; Elders J. F. Cor- 
bett and S. B. Peterson to Cleveland ; Elders W. T. Litster and R. B. Gieen to 
Putnam County ; EHders Jas. S. Webster and H. W. Olsen to Columbus ; Elders 
Geo. W. Miller and W. O. Patterson to Dayton; Elders L. Johnson and M. B. 
Lance to Belmont County; Elders J. D. Stoddard and F. Nielson to Pike County. 
Elders S. Broadtoent, Geo. A. Bigler and C. K. Conrad to Cincinnati. 

South Carolina. — The health of the Elders is exoeedinly good this sum- 
mer and they are meeting with success in their labors. Elders Joseph Anderson 
and W. A. Wells report another baptism in AUken County. President John H. 
G^ibbs and Elder A. W. Archibald visited the "Saints and friends in Aiken 
OouQty and held some successful meetings with them, after which they went 
to Islandton, Colleton County, and held some special meetings. Among those 
in attendance was an Advent minister. President Gibbs invited him to speak 
in one of the meetings which he did giving some very good instructions. Sunday, 
June 24th three more meetings were held by the same brethren, a goodly num- 
ber being present. These brethren have been traveling among the Blders, Saints 
and friends throughout the Conference and have had a very successful trip. 
Elder Archibald joined Elder Nephi J. Wadley at Union City, where they opened 
up a field of work. Street meetings were oommenced at 'Spartanburg, by Pres- 
ident Gibbs and Elders J. E. Bradley, Joshua Finlinson and John W. Allen. They 
have been much encouraged thus far in the way the work has opened up. on 
July 4th, the Saints of Gaffney, were visited by President Gibbs and Eklers J. 
E. Bradley, D. A. Gillies and DaRoy Hopkins who held a meeting at that place. 
This city Is being worked by Elders Gillies and Hopkins. These brethren per- 
formed two baptisms at Cherokee Falls on July 1st. Elders Richard Norwood 
and W. R. Lewis are laboring in Greenville County and reported that on one 
occasion they were compelled to go twenty-four hours without food and had a 
hard time to get a place to stay over night. Elders H. I. Mills and W. R. Mes- 
sick were assigned to labor in York county and while traveling to their field 
of labor they say they were compelled to walk a long distance without food. 
Elder Mills' feet were blistered from the result of their long walks and was 
compelled to stop over with the Saints a few days until he was able to travel 
again. Elders Jas. L. Oman and C. N. Motes who are laboring in Fairfield 
County were compelled to sleep in the woods and went several hours without 
food. This makes three nights they have lain out in the last two months. On 
Saturday, July 14, President Gibbs left Spartanburg to visit the Saints in the 
Indian Nation at Roddy, York County. There are forty-five members of the 
(*hurch among this people, and good faithful Saints they are, too. They have 
a nice little church and a Sunday School well attended Elder Gibbs was joined 
here by two of the brethren laboring in that section, EJIders W. R. Messick and 
H. I. Mills. A branch conference was held and the church building was filled 
to overflowing with Saints, friends and investigators, and a most excellent 
spirit was poured out upon the Elders and the people. This was the first time 
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in fifteen years that a president of the conference had visited this Nation, and 
they certainly enjoyed his presence. This little branch is in an' excellent con- 
dition. Headquarters bave been changed to 233 Magnolia 'Street, Spartanburg. 

Gbobgia. — ^This month opens with all of the Elders feeling well and enjoying 
their labors. On May 24th Elder John A. Lowe arrived here from Kentucky 
his home, to begin missionary work. On the 29th, President M. P. Cosby arrived 
to preside over this conference. He swcceeds President W. H. Little, who has a 
special mission among the old soldiers. June 5th, Elder A. M. Palmer was 
transferred to the Virginia Conference. On the 10th a branch conference was 
held at Mllledgeville, Georgia. Tbree public meetings were held with 
success, after which a joyous priesthood meeting was held, in which all present 
had the privilege of expressing themselves. On the 13th, three new laborers 
arrived in this Conference, Elders Lebron W. Golding, Thomas A. Greenwood, 
and Parley. R. Wright. June 14th, Elder John A. Berrett was transferred to 
preside over the North Carolina Conference. This same date Elder C. AV. 
Shipley and LaRoy Baker arrived in this conference &om the Office, the former 
to visit for two weeks, the latter to labor in the field. These two brethren to- 
gether with EMder T. A. Greenwood, proceeded to Stillmore, where they met 
President M. P. Cosby and a number of the Elders on the 17th in a branch 
conference. A good time was 'had and the Elders departed for their new fields 
with renewed determination to work with all their mgiht. In Gwinnett C\)nnty, 
C. B. Walker, James M. Moody, H. W. Crockett and S. W. Golding had to lie 
out in the woods. All of the Elders in North Georgia are treated with indif- 
ference and are frequently refused entertainment. Elders C. Bodily and P. R. 
Wriglrt held a cnccessful street meeting in Rome, Ga. Elders Moroni Winterton 
and LaRo^y Baker have visited the Saints and friends of Augusta. They report all 
were pleased to see them. They helde a number of street and cottage meetings 
while there. At Stephens, Oglethorpe County, these brethren held ten meetings in 
succession and baptised three applicants, Elder Baker officiating. They also 
held a number of meetings at Rutledge, June 29th. Elders L. W. Ogden and 
Geo. E. Pope write from Columbus, that they are having good success in their 
meetings and getting into many new homes. Elder W. H. Little has visited 
the old soldiers in Oohimbus County where he held a meeting in the house of a 
Methbdist minister, and received a hearty invitation from all present to come 
again. On the 6th of July C. E. Walker and James (M. 'Mood>' write that on 
the 19th of June they were refused entertainment several times. One man in 
particular, who was well-tjo-do, and had plenty of room, refused to take them in 
as servants of God. The Mders bad not been gone long when lightning struck 
a tree near the house knocking three of the family down. Some time after that 
these two brethren were refused entertainment sixteen times. The work in the 
cities is getting along nicely. Elders Brigham Nielson and Thos. F. Farr report 
from Atlanta that they have had the privilege, of holding meetings in three new 
homes of late and that tliefir street meetings are well attended. Re-canvassing has 
begun in Macon. EMers A. B. Walton and David Felshaw recently spent two 
nights in succession in the woods. The following Elders have been sick: Geo. 
A. Sherman, C. W. Wbsden, G«)rge E. Pope, J. A. Knight and George H. 
Shoell. The montb closes with ten baptisms. 

Virginia. — ^The month opened with the Elders as a general rule, in good 
health and enjoying their labors. While Elders T. T. Mendenhall and Jesse 
Winn were visiting Saints in Giles County, Elder Mendenhall attended a Chris- 
tian Baptist meeting at Ripplemead, and was asked to use the time inasmuch 
as the minister was not present. After meeting, the church building was 
secured and another meeting held in the evening. Both meetings were well 
attended, among those present, being many who never before had heard the 
Gospel. BWers A. M. Palmer and A. C. Schow, also Elders J. C. Farr and T. 
E. Ricks have reached Westmoreland and Northumberland Counties their respec 
tive fields of labor. Elders R. A. Dahlquist, Greo. A. Hyde, Geo. A. Webb and 
Arthur Kirkham have finished canvassing Accomac County. The first pair ol 
Elders have returned to Richmond, and the last named brethren are visiting 
Saints in Gloucester Count>'. The four brethren above mentioned and Elders 
Benjamin L#arsen and J. D. Terrell have all been compelled to sleep in the woods 
two nights. Elder Jos. T. Moore has been called to Cliattanooga and Geo. A. 
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Hyde has taken his place in Patrick County. Elders T. A. Storey and I>avid 
Egan have taken up work in Alegheny County. On their way th<ey held a ver5 
successful meeting on the street in New Castle, Craig County. Elder R. Ray 
Nixon, the Mission auditor, arrived here on the 3d of July to look over the con- 
ference records. President: Sylvester Broadbent come in from the country on 
the 9th, to set things in shape before leaving for his new field, bis having been 
been called to preside over the Ohio Conference. President Broadbent and Elder 
Nixon left Richmond for Columbus, Ohio, via Washington on the 13th. Elder 
H. Ashley Rands haa been called to preaide over the Virginia Conference. 
There has been much rainfall and the heat has been intense, but still the Elders 
are all working hard to k«ep up the usual high record of their Conference. Eld- 
ers F. W. Memmott and D. E. Bishop had rather an unpleasant experience at 
East Radford. Relating the incident, these brethren say: "The night of the ItSth 
was very dark and cloudy, and after getting eight refusals and ha\ing an hour's 
talk with a man and his wife, the former of whom stated that "Senator Smoot 
ought to be hung and if he had to enter the New Jerusalem under the name 
of a polygamoas sion he would rather not go. We retired to the roiufeide and 
lay down under "the shade of an old apple tree.** We had not been asleep long 
when we were aroused by several men bearing torches, and armed with guns 
which they fired frequently. We evaded the mob, however, and feel none the 
worse for our experience. We feel thankful to the Lord that we are worthy 
to suffer with Him for the Grospers sake, and desire more than ever to labor 
for the cause of Christ.** 

Alabama. — The Conference at present is in a fair condition, and all Elders 
are enjoying greatly the spirit of tbeir calling. On June 19th, our ranks were 
strengthened by the arrival of Elder James W. Ackroyd, who became the com- 
panion of Elder Roy S. Poter, both of whom were assigned to labor in Lauder- 
dale County. On June 23J, four honest .souls were initiated into the fold of 
Christ; two at Gadsden under the administration of President Jacob A. Paton 
and Elder George W. Ohapmen. Thi* other two at Arkadelplhia, Elder John 
A. Fox officiating. Elders H. P. Sellers and I>avid I^arsen were also present. 
Elder Charles W. Smith and Lemuel W. Willis, while laboring in Calhoun 
County, found a member by the name of Ella Tliompson, who has not seen 
an Elder for twenty years. iShe was baptized when a girl at Grady, Hope 
County, Georgia, and soon after married and moved to Alabama, where she Has 
since resided. She is still a faithful member and bore a strong testimony to the 
truthfulness of the Gospel. Elders Reuben E. Baxter and A. H. Taggart have 
lately had the experience of spending two nights in the woods. On July 11th, 
Elders Heber J. Fowkes, William H. Wiser, Roy S. Porter and James W. 
Askroyd were notified to be at Elkmont, Limestone County, to attend a branch 
conference which would be held on July 21 and 22. President Jacob A. Paton, 
Elders George W. Chapman, Freeman E. Pace and Edgar Nielson, spent the 
Fourth of July at Red Bud, Walker County, where together with the Saints 
they celebrated in a loyal way. Elders Frederick Willardson and David Larsen 
left the oflSce on July 3rd to spend the Fourth with the Saints at Blocton, Bibb 
County. They returned on July 6th to continue their city work. On July 7th 
President Jacob A. Paton and Elder George W. Chapman left Birmingham for 
Huntsville to arrange for city work, and on July 10th Elder Larsen and Wil- 
lardson arrived from Birmingham with the office books. This city has not t)een 
canvassed for twelve years and prospects are bright for a good work. The Elders 
are privileged to hold street meetings anywhere in the city. On July 11th Elders 
r^eeman B. Pace and Edgar Nellson found a member by the name of Charles 
Brown who had not seen an Elder for six years. He is still a faithful member 
and welcomes the Elders back to his home again. On July 16th Elder Thomas 
E. Rose arrived in Hunts>ille from his home in Weston, Idaho. He was hon- 
orably released on account of the sickness of his mother on June 17th, and after 
her recovery Elder Rose was determined to return to his field of labor. 

The Elders, with the exception of President J. A. Paton, who has been suf- 
fering for some time with indigestion, and Elder William H. Wiser, who has 
been afflicted for the past two weeks with boils, are enjoying good health and 
doing as good a work as could be expected during this busy season of the year. 

(Continued on page 427) 
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August 1, 1906. 



BEN B. RICH, Editor. J. STOKES, Jr., Associate Editor. 

** Behold, they that have been sent to preach my Qospei among the conjprre^- 
tions of the wicked: wherefore I give to them a commandment thus: *THOU 
SH ALT NOT IDLE AWAY THY TIME.* ^MDoctrine and Covenants, section 60. 
verse 13.) 



EDIXORIAL. 



KEEP THE SABBATH DAY HOLY. 

The 'Sabbath Day is a day of rest — a day of worship — a day for the spiritual 
nature of man to be cultured, strengthened, and generally improved. **Th€ Sabbath 
was made for man and not man for the Sabbath," says Jesus. It is day set apart 
for the specific purpose of imparting to man the principles of spiritual and moral 
life through which man may secure his undividaul happiness, comfort, and educa- 
tional growth. After six long days of constant physical and mental toil, additional 
rest, aside from that obtained through sleep, is needed; and furthermore the mind 
needs to be diverted from the material things of earth and centered upon the things 
of God, lest the education become one-sided, tending rather to shrink and warp the 
soul rather than to expand it with light and love from which alone true happiness 
comes. 

The man or the wom.an who keeps holy the Sabbath Day, enters upon each 
week's work with greater ambitions, and is capable of accimplishing greater results 
Ihan^ the one who desecrates the day, because of the freshness of body and mind 
acquired from the Sunday's rest. The work, too, is a pleasaure and it is re-entered 
upon with a heart filled with cheer and renewed vigor, for the feelings that life is a 
drudgery and man but a miserable machine are dispelled by the enobling thought 
that it is a joy to live. And furthermore, he who honors and keeps sacred the 
Lord's day, not only feels better but he is better. The effects are not momentary, 
but they are permanent, and each day of his life so long as he spends one day each 
week in the way the Lord has commanded, he gradually rises higher and higher 
above the sphere of dire existence and ascends into that realm of life in which men 
live. The grovelling worm beneath our feet exists, but only man, with his soul 
illuminated with the glorious sunlight of heaven's eternal truths lives; and with- 
out the enjoyment of the realities of the higher life, man occupies a plane but little 
above that of the insect upon which he treads. 

Among all the institutions held out to man for his betterment and happiness, 
not one of them stands above the Sabbath Day ; and yet how few there are among 
all the peoi)le in the world who stop long enough in their mad rush for wealth and 
passing pleasure to receive its bounteous blessings. This day properly devoted to 
the culture of the heart and soul, sweetens the temper and improves the mind and 
the heart of the individual whom the Lord is pleased to bless with His spirit, but it 
also throws acMitional love into the home; for where the Spirit of God is, there is 
love, and where love is, there abides peace, contentment, and true happiness. All 
this may be gained by keeping the Sabbath Day holy. The object of the law is not 
to gratify or appease any peculiar wish supposed to be entertained by the Giver of 
the commandment, but it is to benefit man. To serve the Lord, is but to serve our- 
selves best. And he who does most for his Redeemer does most for his own individ- 
ual interests, the benefits of which not only lay up treasures in heaven, but which 
also insure the enjoyment of great blessings here upon earth. 

Speaking upon the subject of the Sabbath the Lord said to the Prophet Joseph 
Smith : 

**And that thou mayest more fully keep thyself unspotted from the world, taou 
shall go to the house of prayer and offer up thy sacraments upon my holy day. 
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For verily this is a day appointed unto you to rest from your labors, and to pay 
your devotions to the Most Hij^h. Nevertheless thy vows shall be oflfered up in 
righteousness on all days and at all times. But remember that on this the Lord's 
day, thou shalt offer thine oblations and thy sacrannents unto the Most High, 
confessing thy sins unto thy brethren, and before the Lord. And on this day thou 
shalt do none other thing, only let thy food be prepared with singleness of heart 
that thy fastin^c may be perfect, or, in other words, that thy joy may be fuil. 
Verily, this is fasting and prayer, or in other words, rejoicing and prayer. And 
inasmuch as -ye do these things with thanksgiving, with cheerful hearts and coun- 
tenances ; not with much laughter, for this is sin, but with a glad heart and a cheer- 
ful countenance ; verily I say, that inasmuch as ye do this, the fullness of the earth 
ia yours ; The beasts of the field and the fowls of the air, and that which climbeth 
iK)pn the trees and walketh upon the earth ; ye, and the herb, and the good things 
which Cometh of the earth, whether for food or for raiment, or four houses, or for 
barns, or for orchards, or for gardens, or for vineyads. Yea, all things wliich come 
of the earth, in the season thereof, are made for the benefit and the use of man, 
both to please the eye and to gladden the heart ; yea for food and for raiment, 
for taste and for smell, to strengthen the body and to enliven the soul. And it 
pleaseth Grod that* He hath given all these things unto man; for unto this end were 
they made to be used with judgment, not to excess, neither by extortion. And in 
nothing doth man offend God. or against none is His wrath kindled, save those who 
confess not His hand in all things, and obey not His commandments." 

The foregoing is the word of the Lord to the Saints. It sets forth the law x>er- 
taining to the -Sabbath Day, and also defines the blessings to be received through 
obedience to the same. From it we learn that the Sabbath is the Lord's day and 
that it should be kept sacred ; that on this day we should rest from all our labors 
and go to the house of prayer to worship the Most High : that thereby we might 
be better able to keep ourselves free from eWl ; that our food should be prepared 
in singleness of heart, and that all should be done with cheerful hearts and coun- 
tenances, the rewards being that we shall be blessed with the things of heaven and 
of earth, possessing all things requisite for oUr comfort and happiness. Parents 
should observe this day, and teach their children to follow their example. All 
unnece.^ary work should be suspended, not only on the farm^ in the shops and 
in the oflSce, but also in the home. 

One thing which perhaps deserves special mention here, is the practice among 
the sisters in many homes, of preparing elaborate hot meals on Sunday. There 's 
little time for them either to rest or to attend meeting when they have this work 
to do, and it would be just as well for the family, or for the company who may 
call, and decidedly better for our sisters, if they would close down the kitchen on the 
Sabbah Day, and serve the meals cold- Every considerate father and husband 
vrould gladly forego the pleasure of eating a hot meal on only one day a week, in 
order that the faithful mother and wife might enjoy a rest from the regular routine 
of kitchen work over a hot stove on the Sabbath Day. No man of (Christian spirit 
would be so selfish as to require either his wife or his daughters to continue their 
labors on the Day of Rest when he bimself enjoys freedom from his work. If there 
should be some men thus constituted they certainly wouW not insist on a con- 
tinuance of this custom when they realize how selfish, how unmerciful, and how 
unjust it is. Our sisters work just as hard during the week as do the men, accord- 
ding to their comparative strength of endurance, and when the Sabbath comes, 
they need a rest from their regular weekly work just as much as dothe men ; and 
what is more, the Lord designed that they should enjoy this blessing. The regula- 
tion advising the Saints to go to the house of prayer on the Sabbath Day to wor- 
ship the Lord, and to rest from all unnecessary work, applies with equal force to 
man and woman ; and the stipulation that food be prepared with singleness of heart 
is particularly applicable to the sisters' work. By this, the Lord evidently means 
that but one single line of thought should fill the mind, and but one single desire fill 
the heart, on that day, and these to the end of worshipping the Lord. This cannot 
be accomplished half so well when the responsibility of preparing and serving an 
elaborate hot meal is on- the mind, and the hands absorbed in doing the work re- 
quired in such cases. And most certainly one's joy could not be full under such 
conditions. There are always certain extenuating circumstances to be considered 
in laying Covra moat all regulations, for no one knows when the "ox may fall into 
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the ditch," and for this reason we do not wish to appear radical on this question, 
but on general principles, we wish to plead the cause of our sisters and defend 
them in the lights and privileges which the Lord intends for their enjoyment and 
improvement, and to impress upon the minds of all, the value of the golden oppor- 
tunities held out to man on the Sabbath Day and the great blessings to be gained 
by resting on that day and devoting the time as the Lord has commanded. 



COUNSEL TO THE ELDERS. 



Your attention has already been called to the fact that during the hot weather 
and during the revival season, you should be doubly cautious and careful in your 
work : and we desire to remind you once more of the instruction before given along 
these lines. Refer again to the letters you have received on this matter and en- 
deavor to put into practice the advice therein given. None of you need remain 
idle; it is not intended that you cease to work; but what is meant is that you use 
extraordinary^ care both with regard to your health and in relation to your work, 
in order that you may avoid the contraction of disease, and the attacks of mobs 
excited by "religious" enthusiasm. Use wisdom brethren, in these things. Don't 
run the risk of injuring your health by long walks in the hot sun, but be wise not 
to tax your bodies above their strength of endurance. Keep steadily at work, 
but carry on the same with discretion and care. Don't run into danger or court 
trouble. 

The fall elections will soon be on, and inasmuch as you are sent to preach the 
Gospel therefore do not take issue with any one on political questions, but attend 
directly to your work as missionaries. Be valiant, brave, and persevering but 
always remember that "discretion is the better part of valor," and that the Lord in- 
tends you to use the faculties of mind with which you are endowed. Be humble,, 
that you may be in a condition to enjoy the Spirit of the Lord, and prayerful, that 
yiu may be strengthened and guided by its influence and power. Seek he Lor<l 
in all things. You are in His service and Fie will not fo-sake you nor suffer that 
you be misdirected in your labors; neither will He allow the clouds of dispondencv 
or discouragement to hang low about you, if you but do your duty and rely upon 
the arm of the Lord. 



THE LETTER IN LAST ISSUE. 

Did you read it? If you did have you forgotten it? Remember one more 
number completes this volume, and that an excellent time to begin a subscription 
is with the first number. Will your name be among those who are rallying to help 
us to get the Journal into a few more homes? We hope so and we trust too, that 
you will help us right NOW. Contribute an hour or so to the missionary cause by 
showing the Journal to your friends, but in doing this do not overlook your own 
subscription if it is due. But then nobody will do that. We are waiting anxiously 
to hear from you, and we have confidence that you will not disappoint us. RIGHT 
NOW is a most excellent time to make a beginning. Try it and be happily sur- 
prised with the results. The late president, Wilford Woodruff, in the early history 
of the Church, did a most excellent work for the Times and Seasons. He realized 
the necessity of the Saints being in mutual communication with the Church and en- 
deavored to impress this fact upon their minds, and especially upon the Elders, in a 
letter to the presidency from which we quote the following : 

*'I would to God that not only every family of Saints in Nauvoo, but throughout 
the world, would carefully peruse and preserve a copy of each volume of the 
Times and Seasons, as they are issued from the press, not only for their present 
benefit, but as a future history ; and 1 hope and trust, from this time forth all the 
Elders abroad will awake to this subject and sustaint, srupport, and uphold that 
organ, that will maintain your rights and the rights of all the persecuted and 
oppressed." 

We feel that the Journal is doing as great a work in its sphere as the Times 
and Seasons did in its field and in this respect the words of Brother Woodruff are 
relevant to the case in hand. Let us apply them to our cause with profit. He set 
a good example, let us follow it. 
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THE POSTAL CARD FAD. 

The book dealers and stationers in every city in the land are now completely 
stocked with poertai cards containing all kinds of pictures and almost every conceiv- 
able expression. Some of these cards are really beautiful and artistic ; others are 
ini^nious and witty, while others are absolutely void of even the common marks of 
decency, portraying thoughts of a low degrading, ignorant nature, rather than ideas 
of a refined and intelligent character. Because cards of this type are on the market 
for sale, it does not follow that they are all fit to be sent through the mails ; and 
people using them should be careful to distinguish between the propriety and im- 
propriety of using certain cards, and especially should they avoid sending those of a 
low degrading sort. The fact that the sender's name is withheld from the public, 
and the initials known only to addressee does not excuse the practice, for the fact 
still remains that the act is a tainted reflection upon the sender, and not infre- 
quently is the receiver of the missive embarrassed, if not disgusted, when the post- 
master *hands out a postal card carrying imprints that are beneath the dignity of 
a refined and cultured mind. Surely the postmaster's opinion is not very exalted 
of either the sender ir the receiver. The card, itself speaks for the tastes of the 
person sending the card, and the fact that a man is judged by the company he 
keeps, supports the unfavorable reflection upon the one who receives it. People 
who fall in line with the postal card fad should use their best judgment, both in 
selecting cards, and in sending them either with or without cover. 



JULY REVIEW. 



(Continued from page 423) 

East TENNESSEE.^This month opened with good health prevailing among 
the Elders. Elders J. P. Royle and C. O. Whiting concluded the canvass of 
Putnam County, June 21st and before having baptized one memiber. Elders 1. 
L. Balali'd and L. P. Allen finished Jackson County June 28. They reiwrt a 
good opening for holding meetings and a number of investigators. They entered 
Pickett County July 5th, where they will labor during the summer. In this 
county they find the people as a rule, friendly, and have a good opening for 
preaching to the people. Elders TVlllard Oldroyd and Wm. P. Killian have 
obtained permission to hold meetings to two of the largest towns in Fentress 
County. Elder W. A. Walker was called into Knoxville July 5th and will take 
the place of Elder L. J. Ball, who left the city July 6th for Campbell County, 
where he will labor with Eld«r R. S. Bishop. Elder H. C. Miller and J. R. Dan- 
sie not being able to get an opening in Sevier County, were called out July 0th 
and assigned another county. Elders Geo. L. Hobson and P. P. Smith were 
called out of Blount County July 6th and given another field. July 12th Elders 
Willard Oldroyd and Wm. P. Killian baptized three persons into the Church 
July 17th President H. C. Ford was released to return home on account of his 
father's illness acca^oned by a serious accident. Elder L. J. Ball was appoint- 
ed to fill the vacancy caused by the release of President Ford who took his 
departure July 18th. During the month the Elders have been blessed with very 
good health with but one exception. The unfortunate one being Elder J. P. 
Royle, whose health has not been very good of late. 

Middle Tennessee. — ^The weather throughout the districts where the Elders 
have been laboring has been very good mpst of the month. Elders Silas Bills 
and A. W. Bonham have suffered some with chills and fever, but are now able 
to attend to their work. The brethren are having much success in distributing 
tracts and selling books, but some difliculty is experienced in getting places in 
which to hold meeting. President W. D. Bockw and J. F. Brown returned from 
a two months* trip among the Elders, Saints and friends in the rural districts. 
Their labors have been productive of much good. ITiey reijort the Elders in 
harmony with one another and filled with the spirit of thedr missions. President 
Bocker says, *'One thing we are determined to do is to have the Silent 'Missionary 
(The Elders' Journai.) visit the home of every member of the Church, friend, 
and investigator who are within the conference, for we realize its value in tho 
work of the Lord." Elder Lorenzo DePriest visited the headquarters at Xash- 
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ville enroute from North Carolina where he had been laboring for over two 
J ears. Elder DePriest was accompanied by his father and mother. Brother and 
Sister D<>Priest had \isited thetir old home in Lewis Oounty, Tennessee, which 
was but a few hundTed yards from the house where Elders Oibbs and Berry spealed 
their testimonies with rheir blood a number of years ago. The work of an 
Elder of Israel branches ofif in many different lines as is proven by the report 
of Elders O. P. Oallister and Geo. L. Wilcox laboring in Wayne County, who 
spent the major. portion of four nights in succession sitting up with the sick, and 
when the person died the immediate neighbors were too bu^ with other matters 
to assist the bereaved family. So the Elders washed, layed out, and helped to 
bury the corpse. Ttiese Elders, together with some others of the brethi^n. report 
spending sex-eral nights in the woods. Elders A. O. Jackson and Jas. W. GiHmaiit 
who have been laboring in Nashville, in company with Elders Jos. F. OrifEuL and 
Henry Sudweeks were sent to finish the work in Lawrence and Giles Counties. 
A few days later, Elders Jackson and Griffin returned because of Elder Griffin's 
not being nble to stand the walkine on account of his having fractured a rib just 
before coming on his mission, which is still painful at times. Elder Jackson re- 
turned to Lawrence County with Elder Wm. H. Elkington and re-entered upon 
the work he left off there last fall. On the 25th of June the forces were in- 
creased with the welcomed addition of Elders George M. Bartholomew from 
Fayette, Utah, and Elder Emerj- Iluntsonan from Enterprise, Utah. Elder Bar- 
tholomew joined Elder Bagley in Gibson County and E)lder ITuntsman joined 
Elder Bills in Stewart County. President Bocker will leave on the 20th for 
the rural districts again to hold branch conferences with the Saints and Elders, 
the first to be held at Duck River on rhe 24th of July. iHe expects to be gone 
from six weeks to two months. Cheatham County was United on July 3rd by 
Elders J. W. Jackson and T. A. Walton, who report having had success in 
the distribution of tracts and the sale of books. They report considerable indif- 
ference among the people. Elder .T. F. Brown was released this month. 

Kentucky. — ^The month opened with good weather prevailing, and as a 
whole it has been very favorable during the month. ITie reports have dropped 
some on account of a number of the Elders having been delayed in traveling, by 
reason of slight illness. June 20 Elder Earl M. Crandall left Louisville to labor 
with Elder Hyrum Allen in Casey County. They report that the prejudice is dying 
out, and apparently a good work awaits the future. June 20 the conference ranks 
were enlarged with three new Elders, Vivian V. Oleson, Elmer Cole and Gustavioai 
Williams. June 21 President ChristenFcn arrived in Louisville from Shelby 
County and assigned Elders Gustavious Williams and John H. Snow as compan- 
ions. They are visiting Elders in the eastern part of the conference and report 
the Elders and Saints all enjoying a good spirit. June 22, President James A. 
Christensen left Louis\'ille in company with Elder Cole, to labor in Shelby 
County. June 25, Joseph A. Young arrived in Louisville to receive his new 
companion. Elder Vi>ian V. Oleson ; and on the 28th both left for Meade Oounty 
to visrit Elders Wilde and Ilutchings. They found them well, and enjoying the 
spirit of their work. -Meade County still contains a little prejudice and for the 
present the Eiders have been removed. Elders Joseph Young and companion are 
traveling ihroug'h the southern and western parts of the conference visiting Elders 
and Saints. June 28, President James A. Christensen returned to the office, to 
continue his labors with Elder Austin Watts. Elders Harvey Richins left for 
jvhelby County to labor with Elder Elmer Cole. They report a few successful meet- 
ings on the streets in Waddy. July 14 Elders David E. Boam and R. J. Hunsaker 
reported a case of healing in Bath County'; also a successful street meeting held 
in Owingsville. Juiy 15, in company with local Elder John W. Shrout, Elders 
Aanos Hawkes and Ernest Sheen report having met with success in Harlan Oounty, 
although greatly opposed by two Christian ministers. The friends are all kind 
and the Saints are striving to live up to their covenants. A baptism was i)er- 
formed by Elders Kussuth Dyal and Marion P. Stinson, in Grayson County. 
Two children have also been blessed. 

Mississippi. — ^This month opened with the Elders in good health, only two 
cases of sickness and those of short duration. The Elders are having sac- 
cess and a bounteous harvest i*? being reaped. "Sunday, June 17, Elders William 
II. Iloiikins and Julius Jeppson led ten honest-hearted people into the waters 
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of baptism. Also Chancey Jenks an<l David Gourley baptized one into the fold 
on the same day ; and on the 24th of June President B. D. Buchanan and George 
Kerry baptized one. Sunday, June 24th, Elders Joseph B. Gubler and Orrin R. 
Williams, Chester Liljenquist, Xels Wignall, Chancey Jenks and David Gourley 
iield a branch conference at Bay "St. Louis. Several attended the meetings and 
a good time was enjoj^ed by all. Sunday, July 1, Elders Uhancey Jenks ant] 
I>avid Gourlej' were successful in baptizing one more, and on July 8. Elders Ches- 
ter Liljenquist and XeJs Wignall baptized two more, and on July 12, Elders David 
Smith and William G. IHopkins baptized six applicants, making in all a total 
of twenty-one for the month. Tuesday, July 3, Elders Henry A. Pace and 
Samuel J. Francis reached here from Chattanooga. They were assigned to labor 
in this Conference and were sent to labor with Elders David PoweH and Walter 
Woolsey in Green and Berrj' Counties. July 7 Elder William Lester arrived, 
having been transferred from Ohio. He is laboring with President Budianan. 
Elder George Berry left July IS for a visit home in 'South Carolina, where he 
expects to stay for a month. Bverj-thing is going on smoothly and the spirit of 
love seems to accompany both Elders and Sa'nts. 

Flobida. — On the 20th of June I*resident D. A. Tidwell arrived in Jackson- 
ville from the conference held in Mc'I>ona-ld, Ga. He reported having had a most 
successful conference. On the 23rd Elder Ed D. Shelley left for Quitman. 
Georgia, where he met Elder Miles Durfee, with whom he will labor. The fol- 
lowing day Elder H. G. Stokes, who has been laboring with Elder Miles Durfee, 
left for Lake Butler where he was joined on the 28th by Elder Thas. W. Gunn. 
Preelident D. A. Tidwell and BWer Geo. L. Spangenberg were called to Peoria, 
Fla., to attend the funeral of Sister Eliza Ann Johns on the 26th. They returned 
on the 27th. On July 6 Elders Jos. S. Fish and Geo. L. 'Spangenberg left for 
Moultrie, Fla., where they held a series of meetings. On the same day Elder H. 
S. Parkinson left for his home in Franklin, Idaho. Elders J. S. Fb?h and Geo. 
L. Spangenberg returned to Jacksonville on the 11th and found President D. A. 
Tidwell just recovering from a very jwre knee which he bruised the night ho 
Kturted for Peoria. Elders C. A. Callis and Geo. W. Wood went to Peoria on 
the 14th to hold some meetings in that vicinity. They returned on the 18th and 
report three baptisms. On the 17th President D. A. Tidwell and Elder Geo. L. 
Spangenberg went to Columbia to administer to a Roman Catholic lady who sai»I 
upon their departure, **My preacher loves me and I love him but I am a poor 
woman and he would not come to me because I could not pay him." They left 
Colum-Dia City the next day and went to Bradford County where they held n 
number of meetings in connection with Elders H. G. Stokes and Thos. W. Gunn. 
The Elders, with the exception of Elder Geo. Ij. Tate, who has been troubled with 
the chills and fever for some time, all report well. They report eleven baptisms 
for this month. 

North Carolina — Elder W. C. Petty has been released from the presi- 
dency to return home, and Elder John A. Berrett called to succeed him. The 
Elders have all been a.ssigned to the counties of highest altitude for summer work. 
Elders A. W. Anderson and C. E, Jones are travelmg among the Saints ami 
friends, holding meetings and encouraging the members of the Church in their 
duties. Elders Alfred L. Pace and W. O. Haskins arrived in the field from 
Zion and were assigned companions. President Wm. C. Petty and Elders John 
A. Berrett and A. W. Anderson responded to the constant appeals of the Harker's 
Island Saints to pay them a visit. The Saints were indeed pleased to see them, 
but their joy was of short duration on account of the organization of a mob benl 
on driving the Elders from the Island. There was an appointq^ent out fo~ 
meeting on the other side of the territory, but the Elders were notified by a 
friend that the mob was already after them. They left hastily, going over to 
the mainland, leaving their grips with the Saints. The next day they returned 
for their belongings, and finding everything apparently quiet they started off 
with a company of 'Saints to fill the appointment for the meeting. The mob 
knew of their presence on the island, for as th^y came to a certain point on 
the beach they beheled a man in a skiff, who raised a signal fla^ to someone on 
the shore. The Elders and comi>flny stopi)ed, at which the flag was lowered. 
A moment later a friend came running with the report that the mob, notified 
by the flag sign&K had already started after them. The brethren ran for their 
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lives and just left the land a few yards when the mob catne upon them. The 
lawless brutes cailled the Elders every vile name their fiendish tongues couM 
utter and made all kinds of threats upon their liven if they ever returned. They 
were undisguised and fearless in their actions, for, as they have boasted, **There 
is no law in North Carolina for Mormons." Thejr have made i^rsional visits to 
the Sadnts; warning them against holding any more meetings on the Island. Fur- 
ther details are expected, which will appear in the next isBue of the Joubxal. 
It is known now, ho\*-ever, that this gang of reprobates is led by a minister of 
some gospel advocated under the guise of Chri»tianity. Ilie spirit of its adher- 
ents, together with their conduct, enables every aene man to determine from 
what fountain it springs; and it really seems that the federal authorities of 
North Carolina woitld make some move to protect the lives and property of 
United States citizens on the Island when they have been «ippealed to so 
many tim^^s. 



A LETTER OF APPRECIATION. 

8I8TER NIXA FARR RICH EXPltKSSES HER 0RATEFIXNES8 TO THE ELDERS FOR THEIR 
MARK OF KINDNESS TO HER. 

In a letter received' by Elder J. Stokes, Jr., Sister Rich expresses her sincere 
appreciation to the Elders for their thoughtfulness in remembering her, together 
with Brother Rich, in commemoration of their long and faithful service in the 
work of the Lord here in the South. Sister Rich says: **I do feel grateful to 
the Elders for their loving remembrance and appreciate it even more than I can 
express. I shall use the means to purchase something that will ajwarys remain 
as a token of friendship from the Elders. I desire to thank you all and ask €rod 
to bless each one of j-ou alwaj-s, for I do love the Elders of the Southern States 
Mission, and send them all t'lese few words of love and heartfeH gratitude." 



TOTAL YOUR REPORTS. 



The Elders are asked to bo jMirticular in totaling their reports. "Some of the 
brethren lately have failed to do this, and it is hoped this reminder will correct 
this over.-;ight in the future. 



NOTICE OF FLORIDA CONFERENCE. 

A general conference will be held in Jacksonville on Saturday and Sun Jay. 
September 1st and 2nd in the new church building at 1200 Highway. Saints anJ 
f 'lends are cordially invited. 



MORMON LOYALTY. 



The following piiragraph is taken from an account of a most timely and in- 
structive ItH'ture by l*rof. i^eorge H. Brimhall, President of the Brigham Young 
Universitv of Ttah, which was delivered at Magrath, Canada; and reported in The 
Magrath I*i oncer: 

"Professor Brimhall asserted the loyalty of the Mormon i)eople in no uncertain 
way. He told of the call of the United States when the Mormons were fleeing be- 
fore an enraged mob and how that Brigham Young said, 'Gentlemen you shall 
have your five hundred men.' This meant that the whip stock would be placed in 
the hands of at least two hundred girls and women to drive teams across the plains 
for men were needed for that sen-ice. Prof. Brimhall said, *Oan any one listen 
to the strains of patroitic music we have heard tonight in the sin^n^ of the Maple 
Leaf Forever and doubt the sincerity of this people or of their loyalty. Would 
we breathe these sentiments in the hearts of our children if we were disloyal to the 
institutions of government we find here? I want to bear my testimony that the 
Mormon people always were and always will be loyal to the countries wherein they 
live and that at no time can an irapuation of disloyalty be made good against 
them.' " 
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A PREHISTORIC PEOPLE. 

The following article dated at Syracuse, N. Y., July 10, was reported in the 
Post-Standard, of Watterto\i-n : 

"In the vicinity of the village of Rodman, in this county, they are digging up 
the remains of a prehistoric people who were possibly of the Indian tribe and had 
their village nearby. Within a few days eighteen skeletons have been unearthed on 
the farm of Homer J. Heath. 

"Raymond Harrington, field archaeologist for the Peabody museum of Harvard 
University, has been directing the excavation work in a hillside pasture. The 
bones will be placed in the museum." 



AMERICAN CIGARETTE. 

IT IS SAID TO BE MORE DEADLY THAN TINNED MEAT. 

EMward Page Gaston, of Chicago, testified the other day before the select com- 
mittee of the house of lords in London on juvenile smoking, that the worst article 
America sent to Great Britain was the American cigarette. 

"It is worse," he said, "than Ohica©> tinned meat." 

Mr. Gaston also warned British legislators against attempts at bribery on the 
part of the American tobacco trust in order to balk unfriendly legislation. 

Earl Beauchamp. chairman of the committee, closely questioned Mr. Gaston re- 
garding the effect of the American laws against the sale of tobacco to minors, anl 
he stated that nearly one-fourth of the population of the United States is now 
benefited through living under anti-cigarette legislation. 

The proposed British bill, which probably will receive the endorsement of the 
house of loirds committee, provides for a fine of $5 for the first offense in supply- 
ing tobacco to minors, $10 for a second offense and the revocation of the offender's 
license on a third conviction. — Chattanooga Times. 



SOUND ADVICE TO YOUTH. 

Young men should select healthful hooks, written by men of healthy mindd 
who are devoted to some mission other than that of tearing down faith in human 
nature. They should consort with the peotple of healthy mrnxis; cultivate hope 
in the blessedness of human destiny, and hold fast to the truth that even though 
they may eventually fail in accomplishing what they set out to do, yet if they lead 
a hopetful, enthusiastic life they, "losing, win." For those who are i)essi-mi8tic 
lead an entire life of unrelieved wretchedness and add to the unhapipiness of others, 
while they who are cheerful and optimistic enjoy their existence and accomplish 
something, if only in adding to the happiness of those around them. — 'Selected. 



ARRIVALS. 

Elder William O. Haskins, West Portage, Utah, and Elder Alfred A. Pace, 
Thistle, Utah, arrived on July 15. Elder Thomas E. Rose, Weston, Idaho, re- 
tumed after an absence of a few weeks. He was honorably released on account 
of his mother's illness. 



APPOINTMENTS. 

Elders William O. Haskins and Alfred A. Pace to North Carolina. Elder Ly- 
man J. Ball is called to preside ox'er the East Tennessee Conference : Elder Syl- 
vester Broadbent to preseidet over the Ohio Confemce : Elder H. Ashley Rands to 
preside over the Virginia Conference, and Elder John A. Berrett to preside over the 
North Carolina Conference. 



RELEASES. 

EJlder H. C. Ford has been honorably released to return home on account of the 
serious illness of his father. E21der James F. Griffin is also honorably released on 
account of suffering from a fractured rib sustained just prior to his call to the 
mission field. Elder William A. Petty from the presidentcy of the North Carolina 
Conference. Elder William M. Crossley of Ohio, and Elder Hyrum Johnson of 
North Oeirolina Conference. Elder Thomas E. Rose was assigned to his old field 
of labor, the Alabama Conference. 
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LET YOUR HEART REJOICE. 



All ye Saints of latter days, 

Let your heart rejoice; 
Lift your voice in joyful lays, 

Let your heart rejoice- 
Trials bitter may abound, 
Enemfes your homes surround, 
Yet, if ye are faithful found, 
Let your heart rejoice. 

Tho* life's journey may be hard, 
Let your heart rejoice ; 

There awaits a just reward, 
Let your heart rejoice. 



Sorrows deep may pierce the breast, 
'Tis but lent your faith to test. 
There awaits for thee sweet rest. 
Let your heart rejoice. 

Bravely battle for the right. 

Let jx)ur heart rejoice ; 
Ye are blest with Truth and Light 

Let your heart rejoice. 
He, whose puny arm shall raise, 
'Gainst this Work of Latter-Days, 
Shall not prosper in his ways, 

Let your heart rejoice. 

Mamie Stewart. 



DIED. 

WiLciiER — The adopted grandchild of Brother Larkin Wilcher of Augusta, Go. 
The infant was six months old. 
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**The doctrine of baptism for the dead is clearly shoton in the New Testament, 
and if the doctrine is not good, then throw the New Testament away; but if it is 
the Word of God, then let it be acknowledged.*' — Joseph Smith, the Prophet^ 
June 11, 1843. 
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TRAITORS. 

(Continued from pa^e 418.) 

*'No unhallowed hand can stop the work of Ood from progressing." — Joeepli 
Snwth the Prophet. 

A Prophet of Almig-hty God came m the full finmlight of this great nineteenth 
century to lead meai back to the glory of their Creator. His open enemies sought 
Mb life, but for years their murderous effort was in vain. He continued' his sacred 
ministry upon the earth with a iwwer which was divine until tiie hour for the 
traitorous kiss. When Bennett sinned and then through hate betrayed, the shadows 
of majrtyrdom began clo^inig around our grand Prophet €ind Patriarch. When the 
Liaws and the Higbees, the BNwters and the Cowles, became traitors and gave their 
efforts to aid the asEwusEdn perBecutors of their sworn brother and leader^ then, 
indeed, was the fate of Josep'h and Hyrum sealed. 

A governor of a sovereign state betrayed them to a cruel deatii ; and Carthage 
repeated the drvine tragedy of Calvary. The Prophet and Patriarch have passed 
to thedr glorious immortality; their names shall fill a thousand hymns of praise 
on earth and welcome in the heavens. But the traitors — miserable reptiles — will 
be scorned through countless ages. 

It is always the same — ^prince or peasant, apostle or soldier — if a man be a 
traitor he is remembered for that and nothing more. If his station be lowly he 
will seek in vain to hide his shame in obscurity ; for it will burst forth in lurid, 
bloody letters to the sight of all ages that shall come. If his station be exalted 
he may try and try again, but vainly, to cover his treason with the glory of his 
rai^ or wealth ; for it will blacken all his brilliance and leave his place a plague 
spot ; his fame a grinning skeleton of dead desipair ; his career an undying infamy. 
But whatever may be the varied circumstances and results attending the wretched 
lives of traitors, there is this lesson which all humanity may draw: Successful 
or unsuccessful in their treason they may never in this life know a waking moment 
when their own coward fears do not make them doubt the fidelity of every soul 
about them; successful or unsuccessful in their earthly treason, when they shall 
stand in that other world face to face with their betrayed friends, they will know 
that the blackest of all of^uders are cowardly, assassin traitors. At that great 
day Judas Iscariot will not be the only traitor to cry: "It had been g6od for me 
that I had not been bom !" Every crisis at every period and with every nation 
exposes traitors just as it exalts to view patriots. 

This Church has seen at every critical point of its career, the betrayer as 
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well as the savior springing to the front. The present emergency with the people 
of Utah is no exception to this rule. Jast as there are men sacrificing comfort 
and earthly ijrosperity to the cause, and men who are willing to give life itself 
to defend God's work from the attacks of its enemies; so there are people who 
will sell their own sacred heritage and the freeAwn of the conmiunity, for wealth, 
popularity or personal safety. 

There are men who say, "I once loved the cause well enough to die for It ; 
but upow I hate the work and the people, because fi leading man once did me an 
injury. 1 will become an informer." Yes, there are cowards and traitors in th*» 
land. Well, let there be, then, since such a*re necessary to make the sum of 
human existence — let them live as hyenas do. Grand Harry the V. of England — 
.sui^erb, glorious Harry — stood once upon the shore of France with his little band 
of soldiers to face the countless legions of his hereditray foe. He heard) a murmur 
as of fear : and turning to his nobles he looked at them from flashing eyes and 
spoke these very significant words: 

*^e which hath no stomach to this fight, ' 
Let him depart, his passport shall be made. 
And crowns for convoy put into his purse-: 
We would not die in that man's company. 
That feaxs his fellowship to die with us. 
I speak not this as doubting any here! 
For, did I but suspect a fearful man. 
He should have leave to go away betimes; 
Lest in our need, he might infect another, 
And make him of like spirit to himself. 
If any .such be here, as God forbid! 
I-iet him depart, before we need his help.*' 



SWORDS AND SCABBARDS. 

The following article is taken from a choice work presented by Apostle Heber 
J. Grant to President Ben E. Rich, at Christmas. The author is William George 
Jordan. 

It is the custom of grateful nations to present swords as tokens of highest 
honor to the victorius leaders of their armies and navies. These swords aire 
often costly, large sums being spent on the jewels and decorations on the scab- 
bards. A little more than a century ago, when a well-known general was presented 
with a beautrfttl sword, he was asked how it pleased him. 

"It is a very fine sword, indeed," he said, *1>ut there is one thing about it 
I would have preferred diflferent. The inscription should be on the blade and 
not on the scabtiard. The scafbbard may be taken from us ; the sword, never." 

The world spends too much time, money and energy on the scabbard of life ; 
too little on the sword. The scabbard represents outside show, vanity and dis- 
play ; the sword intrinsic worth. The scabibard is ever the semiblance ; the sword 
the reality. The scabbard Is the temporal ; the sword is the eternal. Hie scab- 
bard is the body; the sword is the soul. The scabbard typifies the material side of 
life ; the sword the true, the spiritual, the ideal. 

The man who does not dare follow his own convictions, but who lives in 
terror of what society will say, falling prostrate before the goldien calf of public 
opinion, is living an empty life of mere rfiow. He is sacrificing his individuality, 
his divine right to live his life in the true warfare; he is lazily ornamenting a 
useful scabbard with the hieroglyphics of his folly. 

The man who livee beyond his means, who mortgages his future for his pres- 
ent, who is generous before he is just, who is sacrificing everything to keep up 
with the procession o€ his superiors, is really losing much of life. He, too, is 
decorating the scabbard, and letting the sw<H*d rust in its sheath. 

Life is not a competition with others. In its truest sense it is rivalry with 
ourselves. We should each day seek to break the record of our yesterday. We 
should seek each day to live stronger, better, truer lives; each day to surpass 
ourselves. And this is but progress. And individual, conscious progress, progress 
unending and unlimited, is the one great tiling thfit differentiates man from aH 
the other animals. Then we will care naught for the pretty, useless decorations 
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of society's approval on the scabbard. For us it will be enough to kno>w diat 
the blade of our purpose is kept ever keen and sharp for the defence of right and 
trutb, never to wrong the rights of others, but ever to right the wrongs of 
ourselves and those around us. 

Reputation is what the world thinks a man is; diaracter is what he reallj 
b. Any one can play shuttlecock with a man's reputation ; his character Is his 
alone. No one can injure his dharacter but he, himself. Character is the sword; 
reputation is the scaM>ard. Many men acquire insomnia in standing guard over 
their reputation, while their character gives them no concern. Often they make 
new dents in their character in their attempt to cut a deep, deceptive -filigree on 
the scabbard of their reputation. Reputation is the shell a man discards when 
he leaves life for inunortality. His character he takes with him. 

The woman who spends thousands in charitable donations, and is hard and 
uncharitable in her judgments, sentimentally synvpathetic with human sin and 
weakness in the abstract, while she arrogates to herself omniscience in her harsh- 
condemnation of individual lapses, is charitable only on the outside. She is 
letting her tongue undo the good work of her hand. She is too enthusiastic in 
decorating the scat>bard of publicity to think of the sword of real love of humanity. 

He who carries avarice to the point of becoming a miser, hoarding gold that 
is made useless to him because it does not fulfill its one function, circulation, 
nnd regai*ding the necessities of life as luxuries, is one of Nature's jests, that 
would be humorous were it not so serious. He is the most difficult animal to 
classify in the whole natural history of humanity — he has so many of the virtues. 
He is a striking example of ambition, economy, frugality, persistence, will power, 
self-denial, loyalty to purpose, and generosity to his heirs. These noble qualities 
he spoils in his application. His specialty is the scabbard of life. He spends his 
<Uiys in making a solid gold scabbard for the tin sword of a wasted existence. 

The shoddy airs and ostentatious, extravagance and prodigality of some who 
have suddenly become rich, is gold-plating the scabbard without improving the 
blade. The supei*ficial veneer of refinement really accentuates the native vulgarity. 
The more you polish woodwork the more you re^'eal the grain. Some of the sudden 
legatees of fortune have the wisdom to acquire the reality of refinement through 
careful training. This is the true method of putting the sword itself in order 
instead of begemming the 8cab4)ard. 

The girl who marries merely for money or for a title is a feminine E}sau 
of the beginning of the century. She is selling her birthright of love for the 
pottage of an empty name, forfeiting the possibility of a life of love, all that 
true womanhood should hold most dear, for a mere bag of gold or a crown. iSbe is 
<lecorating the scabbard with a crest and heraldic designs, and with ornaments of 
pure gold set with jewels. She feels that this will be enough for life, and that 
»he does not need love — real love, that lias made this world a paradise, diespite 
oil the other people present. She does not realize that there is but one real 
reason, but one justification for marriage, and that is — love ; all the other motives 
are not reasons, they are only excuses. The phrase "marrying a man for his 
money," as the world bluntly puts it, is incorrect — the woman merdy marries 
the money, and takes the man as an incumbrance or mortgage on the property. 

The man who procrastinates, filling his ears with the lovely song of "to- 
morrow," is following the easiest and most restful method of shortening the pos- 
sibilities of life. Procrastination is stifling action by delay, it is killing de- 
cision by inactivity, it is drifting on the river of time, instead of rowing bravely 
toward a desired haibory It is watching the sands In the hourglass run down 
before beginning any new work, then reversing the glass and repeating the ob- 
servation. The folly of man in thus delaying is apparent, when any second his 
life may stop, and the sands of that single hour may run their course — and he 
will not be there to see. 

Delay is the narcotic that paralyses energy. When Alexander was asked 
how he conquered the world, he said, "By not delaying." Let us not put off till 
tomorrow the duty of today ; that which our mind tells us should be done today, 
our mind and bo^ should execute. Today is the word we should hold and use; 
tomorrow is but the scabbard from whicfti each new day is withdraw. 

The man who wears an oppressive, pompeous air of dignity, because he has 
accomplished some little work of importance, because he is vested with a brief 
mantle of authority, loses sight of the true prospective of life. He is destitute of 
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humor; he takes himself seriously. It is a thousand guinea scabbard on a half 
guinea sword. 

The man who is guilty of envy is the victim of the oldest vice in the history 
of the world, the meanest and most despicable of human traits. It began in the 
Garden of E^en, when Satan envied Adam and Eve. It caused the downfall 
of man and the first murder — Oain's unbrotherly act to Abel. Envy is a para- 
doxical vice. It cannot suffer bravely the prosperity of another, it has mental 
dyepepsia because some one else is feasting, it makes its owner's clothes tura 
into rags at sight of another's velvet. Envy is the malicious contemplation of 
the beauty, honor, success, happiness, or triumph of another. It is the mud 
that inferiority throws at success. Envy is the gangrene of unsatisfied ambition, 
it eats away purpose and kills energy. It is egotism gone to seed; it always 
finds the secret of its non-success in something outside itself. 

Envy is the scabbard, but emulation is the sword. Emulation regards the 
success of another as an object lesson; it seeks in the triumph of another the 
why, the reason, the inspiration of method. It seeks to attain the same heights 
by the path it thus discovers, not to hurl down from his eminence him wha 
points out the way of attainment. Let us keep the sword of emulation ever 
brightened and sharpened in the battle of honest effort, not idly dulling and 
rusting in the scabbard of envy. 

The supreme folly of the world, the saddest depths to which the human 
mind can sink, is atheism. He surely is to be pitied who permits the illogical 
philosoiyhy of petty infidels, or his misrepresentations of the revelations of science, 
to cheat him of his God. He pins his faith to some ingenious sophistry in the 
reasoning of those whose books he has read, to sum up for him the whole problem, 
and in hopeless egotism diuts his eyes to the million proofs in nature and life, 
because the full plcoM of omnipotence are not made clear to him. 

On the technicality of his failure to understand some one point — perhaps 
it is why sin, sorrow, suffering and injustice exist in the world — ^he declares he 
will not believe. He might as well disbelieve in the sky above him because he 
cannot see it all ; discredit the air he breathes because it is invisible ; doubt the 
realty of the ocean because his feeble vision can take in but a few miles of the 
great sea; deny even life itself because he cannot see it, and no anatomist has 
found the subtle essence to hold up to view on the end of his scalpel. 

He dares to disbelieve in God despite His countless manifestations, because 
he is not taken into the full confidence of the Creator and permitted to look 
over and check off the ground-plans of the universe. He sheathes the sword of 
belief in the dingy scabbard of infidelity. He does not see the proof of God in 
the daily miracle of the rising and setting of the sun, in the seasons, in the birds, 
in the flowers, in the countless stars moving in their majestic regularity at the 
comsmand of eternal law, in the presence of love, justice, truth in the hearts of 
men, in that supreme confidence that is inborn in humanity, making even the 
lowest savage worship the Infinite in some form. It is the petty vanity of 
cheap, reasoning that makes man permit the misfit scabbard of infidelity to hide 
from him the glory of the sword of belief. 

The philosophy of swords and scabbards is as true of nations as of individ- 
uals. When France committed the great crime of the nineteenth centurjr, by con- 
demning Dreyfus to infamy and isolation, deafening her ears to the cries of 
Justice, and seeking to cover her shame with greater shame, sAie sheathed the 
sword of a nation's honor in the scabbard of a nation's crime. The breaking 
of the sword of Dreyfus when he was cruelly degraded before the army, typified 
the degration of the French nation in breaking the sword of justice and preserving 
carefully the empty scabbard with its ironic inscription, "Vive la justice." 

The scabbard is ever useless in the hour of emergency ; then it is upon the 
9\\'ord itself that we must rely. Then the worthlessness of show, sham and 
pretense, gilded weakness is revealed to us. Then the trivialities of life are seen 
in their true form. The nothingness of everything but the real, the tried, the 
true, is made lumlnant in an instant. Then we know whether our living has 
been one of true preparation, of keeping the sword clean, pure, sharp, and 
ready, or one of mere idle, meaningless, day-by-day markings of folly on the 
empty scabbard of a wasted life. 



You can not hoodwink heaven with a holy aspect. 
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KING OF SWEDEN RECEIVES A UTAH DELEGATION. 

DID SO INFORMALLY AND WITHOUT INTRODUCTION IN A MANNER THAT DISPLAYED 

THE WONDERFUL DEMOCRACY OF THE HONORED AND BELOVED 

MONARCH OF SWEDEN. 

The following details of a moert pleasant reception given by Sweden's affable 
moQAiTch to a delega^tion from Utali was fnmiiabed to the Deseret News by Elder 
Spencer Clawson from a letter to him from his soa. Elder Spencer Olawson, Jr., 
w4io 16 in E)uirope on a mission. We copy in x>art the particulars of the affair as 
they appeared in the News : 

That the king of Sweden<, Oscar II., is one of the most democratic personageH 
in the world da well known. The fact was evidenced to a party of Utah people 
on the Fourth of July just past. It will doubtless surprise many i)eople here when 
they read of the fact that the Swedish monarch granted, without hesitation and 
without ostentation of ceremony, audience to the Utahns and conversed with them 
freely and sociably, even graciously inquiring of indiwduals among his auditors as 
to their studies. There are many i)eople in Utah who were once subjects of Kin*jr 
Oscar, who, though they are now under another flag to which they are Joyal and 
true, reverence and respect their fatherland and the noble man who for so many 
years has stood at its head. Nor is the high esteem in which that monarch is 
held in Utah confined to the 'Swedish-speaking people and their descendants ; it is 
universally felt from one end of the state to the other. 

Hon. Heber J. Grant, cusoompanied by fifteen other x)eople from Utah, was in 
Stockholm on Indei)endenice Day. King Oscar was at his out-of-town residence, 
Boeendahl, and the excursionists determined among themsetlves to seek an inter- 
view. Accordingly a note was hastily penciled to his majesty, and the same was 
handed in at the front door of the palace- The waiting visitors scarcely expected 
a favorable response to their request, but to their surprise and pleasure word came 
back ahuost immediately that the king would receive them. The audience took 
place on the porch. At first the monarch spoke in Swedish, lElder Carlson acting 
as interpreter, but perceiving that most of his listeners did not understand the 
language he employed, the king changed to English, whdch he spoke as fluently ea 
did the Americans. Kong Oscar said in the course of his lemarks that while he 
could not fully endorse the teachings of the Latter-day Saints, he believed it was 
the right of every man to woiship God as his conscience dictated. He said further 
that the Mormons should always enjoy the right to preitoh in Sweden. 



PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH TO VISIT EUROPE. 

WILL VISIT VARIOUS CHURCH CONFERENCES AS WELL AS* SEEK REST. 

President Smdth has needed a rest from his many duties, and his close applica- 
tion to work for a long time, and it is now learned that he has thrown off ai' 
possible care and responsibility and has gone abroad, visiting the continent of 
Europe. On his vacation trip he will visit the different conferences of the reepect- 
dve missions there. It is hoped that the voyage across the water, and his travels 
in the foreign land will prove the greatest possible benefit to our beloved President. 
May the rest prolong his life, that for years to come he may continne to be our 

counsellor and faithful leader. 



THREE MISSIONARIES DIE. 

CLOCR AARON W. JACKSON, DROWNCD 

On August 8rd* Elder Aaron W. Jackson, of the Northern States Mission, 
was accidentally drowned at LaCrosse, Wis., while bathing with two companions, 
Elders Marion O. dark and Lawrence Secrist. The accident occurred in the 
Black OEUver, a tributary of the Mississippi, about 4 o'clock in the afternoon. 
In a deep part of the stream Elder Jackson became either exhausted or was 
seized with the cramps and sank, calling for help. Elder Secrist, himself almost 
tired out, sprang in after him, but before he could reach the spot. Elder Jackson 
came to the surface and again went down. By this time Elder Secrist was so 
nearly overcome that he saved his own life with great diflSculty. The body did 
not rise again, and both companions tried heroically to recover it by diving but 
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without success. The police from LaCrosse and several friends rendered faithful 
service by dragging the river but failed to find the body until 9 o'clock at night 
when it was picked up by Mr. Simon Blake, one of the seardiing party. The 
body, accompanied by President German E. Elsworth of the Mission, was taken 
to Ogden, Utah, the home of the young man. Elder Jackoon is the son of Aaron 
and Myrtle Rawson Jackson, and was 22 years old. He had been in the mismoD 
field about one year, and was recognised as a bright and energetic young man, 
both by his companions in the work and his friends at home. 

CLOCII WALLACC L JOHNSON, DIES OF APPCNOICITIO. 

From a dispatch sent to the ofllce of President Joseph P. Smith, by Presi- 
dent James G. McQuarrie, of the Eastern -States Mission, on Aug. 7th, it is 
learned that Elder Wallace L. Johnson died on the 6th inst. at Albany, New 
York, of appendicitis. The remains were taken home to Linden, Utah, with 
Elder Jesse iBean in charge. Elder John«on was bom May 3, 1887, and was set 
aipart to his mission early in April, 1905. He i« the son of Gnstave and Myrtle 
Johnson, who moved to I^tah froan Illinois some time ago. He was an obedient 
and faithful servant of the Lord, of whom it can be said, '*'He died at his post 
of duty." 

KLOCII THOMAS AOAIII, SUCCUMBS TO AN ATTACK OF TVPHOID-MALAIIIA. 

'Special correepondence to the Desert News from St. Johns, Ariz., under 
date of Aug. 2, says : 

Elder Thonias J. Adair, son of Samuel N. and Helen J. Brown Adair, 
died here yesterday of typhoid-malaria. Deceased was born in Nutrioso, Apadie 
County, Ariz.. May 28, 1884. His parents and a family of four children, including 
a twin sister, mourn his sad departure. 

Elder Adair was set apart for a mission to the ^uthwestem States April 
1, 1904. Arkansas was his field of labor, where he spent twenty-eight months 
aa a faithful, energetic missionary. It was there he contracted the sickness 
that caused his death. (He was taken down July 1 and soon afterwards his 
companion was also stricken down with the same disease. T^e president was 
notified, his companion was sent to Kansas City and Elder Adair was released 
to return home. He arrfved in St. Johns July 23, and his parents, who live 
seventy-five miles distance from St. Johns, at Luna. N. M., were notified and 
arrived here on the 26th, but found their son not able to travel home. He was, 
however, at that time in a perfectly rational and conscious state of mind^ and 
for a couple of days conversed somewhat with his parents upon his labors in the 
mis^onary field, and they rejoiced exceedingly in the success of their brighl 
young son. 

Saturday evening, the 28th, his s^'stera showed a marked weakening and 
his mind passed into a delirious condition from tiie effect of the very high 
fewr, and so continued until his death. His brothers and sisters, who have not 
seen him yet, have been notified of his death, and as soon as they arrive the 
funeral services will be held in St. Johns, where his body will be interred. 

Toung Adair was greatly respected in St. Johns, where he attended the 
Rtate academy and took the missionary course prior to going on his mission. He 
was noted for his exceptionally energetic and lively spirit, which aJso charac- 
terized his missionary life. 

The grandparents on his fathers side were among the noted residents of 
Nauvoo In 1846. and the grandparents on his mother's side were in Kirtland 
in 1836. His grandfather Brown helped in the construction of the Kirtland 
temple. The parents of the deceased were among the early settlers of this part 
of Arizon.i and stanch liatter-day Saints. The young man has many relatives 
in Lehi, Salt Ijake and other parts of Utah. All join with the bereaved ones 
in mourning the death of the departed, and feel that he is a noble servant of 
God whom He has called to another field of labor to continue his work of saving 
the souls of the children of men in another sphere. 

The JotTRNAL extends its deepest sympathies to the bereaved relatives of 
these noble young men, and earnestly prays that the Spirit of God will whisper 
comfort unto their sad hearts, and make them fully realize that, ''Blessed are 
the dead which died in the Ix)rd." 

**God calls our loved ones, but we lose not whoUy what He hath given, 

They live on earth, in thought and deed, as truly as in heaven," 
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NOTES PROM THE FIELD. 

"The JouBNAL is a gem," declaw« SMer Aim'e Messervy, of Soiitli Carolhia. 



Brother Tha<liu8 Hill, of FloHda, sends h\« own subscription and one for some 
worthy Saint. 



Brother W. J. Boyles, of Tenneesee, sends us a new subscriber and bids the 
Journal godspeed. 



"Wie take other papere," says Sister Sarah A. Nye, of Ohio, "but the Httle 
Journal beats them aH.*' 



Sister J. M. ComeKson, of North <?ar(riina, compliments the Journal because 
of its valuable instruction. 



"The JouRNAi. is worth its we4ght in gold to me," adds Sister F. M. WilUams, 
of Mississippi, in her lertter. 



"The Journal should be in every home where the peopJe believe in the Gospel,*' 
says Sister W. R. Bass, of Florida. 



The Journal is a po^'er for good and I enjoy readin(g it," writes Sister Ma^ 
E. Whistenhunt, of North OairoKna. 



"I do love to read tiie Journal," says Brother D. B. Giger, "and most cer- 
tainly it is a godsend to aJl the Sednts." 



"The Journal brings glad news to my home every time it comes," writes 
Brother L. G. House, of South Oar<Hina. 



"I will do all I can for the Journal, for I think it should be in every home," 
says Sister Lizzie Greer, of North Carolina. 



"Do not fear my dropping out of rank." assures Brother A- H. Toung, of 
Kentucky, "for 1 shall always be a subscriber." 



"It is very looeiy here," writes Brother M. E. W«lker, of Georgia, and I do 
appreciate the Journal for it always cheers me up." 



Sister LeAnoer Arrington. of Tawpa, Oklahoma, says the Journal is much 
appreciated In her home far remov'ed from the South. 



Elder C B. Owens, of Woodruff, Ariz., sends us a new subscriber. This is a 
good be]^nning and we hope to hear from him again soon. 



Sister Alice B. Ilerron, of South OaroMna, reports that she was recently 
healed by the Jjord through the administration of the Elders. 



"My heart is always full of joy when I get the Journal and when the Elders 
come to visit me," writes Brother M. F. Stoudemire, of Alabama. 



We quote from a letter received from Sister C. C. Black welder: "I want to 
trontinue to take the Journal for it is a dear little paper to me." 



Sister N. C. Stanfieid, of Mississppi. says: "I have taken the Journal 
since August, 1908, and I could not do without its regular visits." 



Sister Ellen Webb, of Georgia, sends us a new subscriber and adds: "I think 
the Journal should be in the home of every Latter-day Saint." 

(Continued on page 445) 
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BBN E. RICH, Editor. J. STOKES, Jr., Associate Editor. 

** Behold, they that have been sent to preach my Gospel among the congreffa- 
tions of the wicted: wherefore I give to them a commandment thus: *THOU 
SHALT NOT IDLE AWAY THY TIME.' "—(Doctrine and Covenants, section 60, 
verse 13.) 



EDIXO RIAL. 



WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE SAINTS. 

One of the Elders in has report sofme time a^ said : "I visited for the seoood 

time a family at B . On both occasions the f atiier hap(pened to brini^ home 

bia week's earnings during my vdsit. He first took out of the amount his full 
tithdng and laid it away, then calling his wife and family together, they all knelt 
down and asked the Lord to bless the balance, and to so inspire them with wisdom 
in the laying out of the same, that it might fill all their wants. The father sub- 
seqiienitly told me that since they had adopted this policy, his famiily had done 
better than ever before, for the words of the Almighty and His servants had been 
fulfilled ooncemdng them." 

Another Elder relates that a certain family of Saints whom he visited in 
Virginia were remarkably successful in raising their crops. The yield on every- 
thing they planted, was far in^ excess of that of their neighbors. One day 
the adjoining fanner asked our brother: 

"How is <that your com grows so much better than mine?" 

"Why this is Mormon com," was the reply. 

"But why should that make any difference," the neighbor inquired. 

"Well, 1*11 tell you," responded the thrifty nmn, emphasizing his remark by 
bringing has right forefinger forceably into the palin of his left hand, and loii^in^ 
the inquirer earnestly in the eye: 

"Do you remember our oonversation not long ago about the two ways of serv- 
ing the Lord with our substance — your way, the contribution^KW method, and the 
Lord's way, the payment of a tenth of our income, known in other wcurds, as a 
tithing? You perhaps recollect that I proved to you from the Bible that ^is is 
the way that was established by God, for as you know Jacob and Abraham paid 
tiithes and were abundantly blessed of the Lord for so doing; ai^ MaJachi 
promised all Israel liiat if they would pay their tithes they should receive even 
greater blessings fthan they oould contain. The Gospel of Jesfus Christ teaohen 
that the law of tithing is a daw of God. I have embraced that plan of life and 
salvatnon and I pay my honest tithing and aJl *that you see on my faim are tho 
promised blessings of the Lord rewarding me for my obedience to His law." 

The Elder who related this incident said that these two farms were adjaoeait 
and that the crops of one had just as good care as the other, but that there was a 
remarkable difference in the yield of the two, in favor of our brother who paid his 
honest tithing. 

The examiples given "above are but two out of thousands of similar instanoef 
that our faithful Saints have experienced and which they do experience daily '* 
their lives. The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, is our Father In Heav^ 
whom we worship today, and as He rewarded every one of His faithful chdJdf 
anciently, so too does He reward those today who do Has will and keep l:*f 
commandments. *^ 

What a just law is the law of tithing. It makes it possible for all the ch** 
dren of God to be equally worthy before Him, no matter what their circumstamK 
in Mfe may be, because the heart and not money or wealth, is the standard of me. , 
by which we are judged before die ixxrd. Hence it is that the poor widow, wi^ 
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but scanty eamings enoucrh to keep herself and littie ones from cold and 
butiger, has an equaJ chance to serve the Lord, and to be just as acceiptable in His 
eyes as does the man of millions. It may be harder for the rich man to be honest 
with the Lord in paying has tithes than it is for the poor wndow, but if the matter 
is looked at in the proper Hght, this ought not to be. In the first place we nwist 
recognize that "the earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof," and that whatever 
part or jmrtion of lana or riches we may possess, is obtained through the goodness 
of the Lofrd unto ns. We owe our health, our strength, our lives, yea our very 
existenoe to the mercies and blessings of the Lord ; and were it not for these, who 
of us could surround ourselves with even the least important necessity of life? In- 
deed, who is there among us who would have an existence on the earth today, were 
k not for the Lord's abundant favors extended unto us? These things being true, 
then why should we hesitate or refuse to give unto the Lord a small part of that 
which He has enabled us to acquire, and especially when we know that He con- 
verts the same into uses which result directly in turn to our personal benefit, and 
the benefit of our fellowmen? By giving to the Lord we simply assist Him to im- 
prove and benefit ourselves. The buainesB end of the Church must be maintained , 
the Gospel must be published and preached to the nations; temples must be built 
and their maintenance provided for ; the youth of Zion mnst be trained and tutored 
in the ways of truth, hence schools must be established and swipported ; the poor 
mnst be sustained, and from every one of these avenoies opened up by the assistance 
of your tithing and ours, together with our offerings, you and we are thereby 
blessed. It is like •pAjirag a dollar for a fruitful tree. We part with the substance, 
but in time the tree repays us an hundred fold in luscious fruit whidi is by far 
more valuable to us than the coin. In other words, this ds the realization of the 
retum of the bread cast upon the waters. And all this is aocomplished from that 
which we give to the Lord. We simply lend a iwirt of our substance to Him that 
He may return it to us again in but another form with added benefits and 
bles^ngs. 

"But," says one of our isolated Saints, "I cannot visit the temples. My 
children cannot attend those schools. I am here apart from the Church, nobody 
hardly knows I am alive, and why should I pay tithing?" 

An old man, bent and wrinkled with age, had just finished planting the 
last of a number of trees in his garden, and as he leaned upon his spade to rest a 
moment before returning to the house, a voice from the tooA called to him : 
*Why grandpa, aren't you waating considerable time and labor? You will never 
live to eat the fruit of those trees.* " 

"Quite true," replied the old man, "but some one else will. 'Somebody before 
me, planted the trees which bore the fruit I have enjoyed, and in gratitude to the 
hand that provided for me in by younger year^, I plant these trees for those wno 
may live after me." 

The Latter-day Saint remote from the body of the Church, enjoys the fruits of 
die Gospel bom to her by the faithfulness of another. She may not live to enter 
the temple of God, but does she know that her children wiidl not; or that some 
one else will not accomplish her temple work in her behalf? Does she know that 
ber chdldren or their posterity, at some future day, will not drink from the foun- 
tains of learning establi^ed throughout ^on? No. One thing sure, and it is as 
true as the existence of the eternal planets above, God never has, nor will He 
ever fail to justly reward an obedient child for a duty well performed or a com- 
mandment faithfully observed. But these are not the onJy ways In which we are 
rewarded for paying our tithes and offerings. Hear the words of the prophet 
Malachi : "Biing ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat 
In mine house and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not 
open the windoit^s of heaven and pour you out a blessing that there shall not be 
room enough to contain it." And now the promise: 

"And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy 
the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time 
In the field, saith the Lord." 

Bendes the benefits derived from the uses to which our tithing is put, lo and 
behodd, the balance of our goods and possessions retained, is multiplied and in- 
creased unto us. iSo that a reward for obedience to this law follows immediately 
opon the x>erformance of our duty. This is the secret of the prosperity of the two 
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families used in the outset as examples of the fulfilment of the Lord's protnises 
uttto His obedient and faithful children. 

Now to the contrary, listen to the words of tiie Lord to the unfaithful and the 
disobedient : "WiH a m«m rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say wherein 
have w^ robbed thee? In tithes and offerings." And for their faithlee^ness tlie 
Lord dedaree: "Ye aire cursed ^-ith a curse even this whole nation^" Still, for 
all that the house oi Israel had ^ne astray, **e^'en from the days of their fathers, 
the Lord was wilkidig to forgive them and said : "Return unto me and I will re- 
turn unto you/' and foUowed His pleainc^ v^ibb the fMXxnises above re{>eated. 

The same BVither of mercy, forebearance and love, is pleaddag with ns today. He 
is holding out the same promises and is offering- the same rewvuxis to His Saints 
of latter days. How can we resist His entreaties to do His wrll and be blessed? 
Why will we stand in our own lig^t. hedge up our own path, and shut ourselves 
out from the favors of the Lord? Why do we believe in God? Why have we for- 
salcen the sins of the world and embraced the Goepd of Jesus Christ, covenanting 
wtth the Lord that we will walk in His paths asuA keep Hw statutes? Because of 
the peace of mind enjoyed, and the comfort and the joy brought to our souls 
through the Spirit of God: because of the temporal bles^ngis the Gosped brings: 
and because of our hope of eternal Hfe ia the kingdom of our Flather in heaven. 
Do these tbin^ come from dead inactive faith? Wliat reward is there then for 
righteousness? "Be ye doevs of the won^ and not hearers only," sajrs James, and 
John declares that we can only know Jesus if we keep His commandm^its. We 
must Irve by every word that comes unto us from the Lord. Work is the keynote 
to progression in the Church of God, and the man or the woman who is idle is Kke 
unto the dead branches of the tree which, in the due time of the Lord, will be 
cast off and consumed when the wicked and aJl those who know not God and kee^ 
not His commandments are destroyed in the earth. Wthy do some sleep? Why 
are some lukewarm and indiffecent? Why are some fainthearted and weak in the 
faith ? Why does fate seem to be against some keeping them, as it were, beneath 
a load of trouble and iil-luck from wfoich they feel they can never rise? Because 
they keep not the commandmemts of the Lord. Does the Lord force His blessings 
upon us? Never ! The laws are given and the rewards for obedience to the same 
defined, and every blessing obtained, must be purchased at the cost of faithful ad- 
herence to the requirements of the law. Tithing is one of the Jaws of the GoopeL 
God has delivered it unto us and made clear the abundant blessings bestowed to 
those who obey the same; therefore if we would be blessed in the labors of our 
hands ; if we would preserve our crops from the destruction of vermcne, and enjoy 
the harvesting of our grains and fruits in their proper seasons ; if we would gain 
favor with our Heavenly Father and enjoy increased and multiplied blessings from 
His hands; then Set us never be found robbing the Lord, but let us render unto 
Him a strict account of our stewardship, that we may stand guiltless before H»s 
throne deserving of every blessing He has 'promised. 

The best way to pay tithing \» to send it in just as it is received, no matter 
how small the amount, and not wait for weeks or modths to settle with the Lord* 
Do as our brother did, and as hundreds of the Saints alr^dy do, lay it aside whe?i 
it first comes in our hand^ and then at the very earliest moment turn it over to the 
Lord. 

It is hoped that these words will encourage and strengthen the ^Saints, and be 
the means' of bringing added blessings upon them- And we know they will if they 
profit herewith, for the Lord hath spoken it. 



OUTRAGES ON MARKER'S ISLAND. 

As promised in the last number of tiie Joubnal, we herewith present the de- 
tails of the outrages committed on Harker's Island early in July. - 

President William A- Petty, of the North Carolina Conference, bad received 
numerous requests from the Saints on the island, asking him to pay (them a visit 
before his return home. The members of the Church said they thought there 
would be no danger from the mob who before had tbreatened the Eiders and burned 
their church buHding, and they promised that they would protect the Elders at tiie 
sacrifice of their lives if necessary. Accordingly, Elder Petty took his com- 
panion, Elder A. W. Anderson, and also Elder John A. Berrett, with him to visit 
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the Sekits as requested. They arrived an the iskuid «t 0:30 p. m., od July 3, 
and were met by all tibe Saints and a number of friefMls who Teoeired them with 
open arms. The bretfai^n were taken to the home of Brother WiUie Willis wiietre 
they had foipper aiid srpent the eyeaing up untrl one o^clock in the maroaQS, viaitin^ 
with the people wto had not seen any of the Elders cpiuce last Jaoaury, this being 
t^ time they were removed from the iskmd oo account of the threats of the mob- 
oorats. A meet*n^ was afypodnted to be held the next day at 10 a. m., which wa^ 
well attended, and another appointment was made for 2 o*clock in the afternoon 
wh>ich also passed off without any disturbance. At this g*athenog another meet- 
ing was given out for 10 a. m., the next day. After the afternoon services, the. 
Elders walked about two mtUes to the west end of the island where they intended to 
remain o-ver night witli Brother Oscar Broofes. During the day some of the 
brethren received word from members of the mob that if they did not take <€ae 
Elders away from the island by 8 o*<^ock that ndght there would be trouble, but 
no attention was paid to the inounction*. After supper, the brethren and the SainLti 
who had gathered together to spend the evening, began singing the songs of Zlon. 
Suddenly their peace was interrupted by one of the sister from the east end of 
the island, wHo oame running with the news that a mob had already gathered for 
the (purpose of carrying out their threats made during the day. There were but 
eight men in the i>aTty of the Saints together with a number of women and chil- 
dren, but theoe pledged their lives for the protection of the Elders if they would 
but remain. The mob numbered between twenty-five and thirty men, aiimed and 
full of mean whiskey. The brethren knew it was folly to attempt to defend them- 
selves against such a fiendish gang of lawbreakers, and so they withdrew to the 
main land in a small sail boat accompanied by two of the Saints. The next day, 
the 5th, the E^lders returned to fill their appointment if eversrthing was favorable 
to this end. Upon arriving on the island they learned that no one had been dis- 
ttHbed during the night, and so they started towards the east end to fill their ap- 
pointment. They had not gone very far when they were met by Sister Armecia 
Nielson and her uncle, Thomas Niielson, who informed the Elders that the mob 
was fully or^nized and led by a Methodist prearfier, who was conducting a revival 
on the island. Upon hearing this news the Elders decided to return, but as they 
began to retrace tiieir steps it was noticed that the mob had a man out in a skiff 
watching for them, and when they returned back the flag raisd by the mobocrat 
was lowered as a signal for the mob to start in pursuit. In a moment almost, 
about thirty or thirty-five men and six or eight women came up the shore like so 
many canibals in pursuit of their favorite prey. The BIders ran for their lives, 
making towards the wharf where a boat could be procured to cairy them from the 
island. At the edge of the water the Saints, about thirty-seven in number, gath- 
ered around theon. and amid the heartbroken sobs, and terrified screams of the 
women and cbUdren, they tore themsedves away and departed, just as the fiends 
hacamate came ruflhing up. The human degenerates led by their minister, renewed 
their threates in shrieking tones which could be heard by the brethren as they 
sped away, and upon their ears also fell all the vile epithets that a cursing and sac- 
riligious -tongue coutd otter, from the mouths of that savage band. What a con- 
trast met the eyes of the Elders as they sailed away, between that handful of 
bated, despised and persecuted, >^ law-abiding and God-fearing people, and the 
band of vile wretches at their side, whose professed religion constituted the vio- 
IttHott of law, a disregard for human rights, and the inclination and desire to com- 
mit the blackest deed known in the category of crime. 

The Saints liave been warned by members of the mob, who have made personal 
visits lo their homes, not to hold another meeting on the island, on penalty of 
losing their property by fire and endangering their lives. Since their church wan 
burned, ttiey have held Sunday school in the open air on- their property where the 
building stood. Notice has also been served on them that these meetings must also 
cease. The lives of the Elders will be taken, say the mob. if ever again they set 
foot on the island, and the last reports say that threats are made that the Saints 
wiiU be driven frcnn the island within a short time- And all this in free Americii, 
under the Stars and Stri.pes, and in the very fiace of our glorious Oonstitntion 
which recognizes and upholds the principles laid down in the Declaration of In- 
dependence expressed in these words : 

**We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are created equal, that 
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they are endowed, by their Creator, witih certain unalienable rights, that among 
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness," and furthermore, that* "Con- 
gress ahaiU make no law respecting an establishment of relii^on, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof." 

Ifi the mobbiniff details given above, may we ask, Who are disloyal to the 
Confirtitution of the United States? Who tramples its eternal truths beneath their 
feet, set at nnught the very fundamentals uixm which it stands, and destroy the 
sacred rights it specifically purports to preserve and to protect? What power 
authorizes a Methodist (preacher to override the provisions of the Oonstitutloii, by 
not only curtailing American citizens in their religious liberties, but also in or- 
ganizing men to assist him in robbing citizens of the Uoted States of these ngfat^ 
by threatening their lives and the destruction of their property? Will the civil 
authorities of North Carolina answer? Redlress has been asked at their hands 
before but with no response. The names of the men implicated in this conspiracy 
are obtainable and witnesses are ready and anxious to produce the required evi- 
dence, then why can not these marauders be made to feel the heavy hand of the 
law? Why can not the peapeable people of the Mormoni faith on Barker's Island 
be protected in their rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, and the 
free exercise of their religious convictions against the invasions and usurpations of 
other people on the island whether they be Methodists or any otier class of 
individuals? The laws of the land guarantee this pivtection, and the civil authori- 
ties are under oath to uphold and sustain the law, and if the local men entrusted 
with this responsibility are unable to enforce the law or for any reason, fail to dis- 
charge their duty, let the Staters executive see -that peace and order ds preserved 
in this part of the State and that the property and the lives of the citizens of his 
State are protected, even if martial law must be declared on the island to ac- 
complish it. 



CLOSE OF VOLUME THREE. 

This issue of the Journal is the last number of the present volume. For 
three years the little publication has steadily increased in cireulation and also in 
individual merit and popular favor. The first few sheets were sent out to the 
Elders in August, 1903, under the mutually adopted policy of having the expenses 
of publication defrayed by the different conferences in the Mission, there being no 
regular subscription price charged. The E)lders enjoyed the Journal. It fell into 
the hainds of the Saints and they, too, were deeply impressed by the little messenger 
of truth. Soon they were anxious to get it regularly ; tcad in order to satisfy the 
demands made for it, the nominal subscription fee of twenty-five cents was charged. 
By the end of the first volume, this monthly circular to the Eiders — for that was 
all it purported to be — had been invited into nearly a thousand homes. So rapidly 
had its circulation increased, and so prominently was the need of a publicaJtiofi 
ai^pted alike for both the Elldccrs and the Saints brought to the minds of the Mis- 
sion authorities, that it was decided to increase the size of the Journal, raise the 
subscription to fifty cents a year, and publish it on the first and the fifteenth of 
each mooith. By the close of the second volume the list of subscribers numberei 
about eighteen hundred; and today, at the end of the third volume, the regular 
readers of the Elders' Journal aggregate five thousand strong. The growth of 
the publication has certainly been phenomenal, and if our patrons continue to be 
as eneigetic in securing subscribers in the future as they have been in the past — 
and we feel certain that they will not withdraw their influence or allow their 
efforts to abate, a most gratii^ing report cau be looked for at the end of Volume 
Four. It is gratifying to us to have the hearty support of our subscribere, and 
we assure them that the succeeding issues of the Journal will be made just as 
valuable, both from the standpoint of interest and instruction, as the most careful 
and conscientious work can produce. We have your interests at heart, tod the 
better service we are able to render you, the better we consider do we serve the 
Lord. 

We appreciate your excellent assistance in the past and recognize the fact 
that the present degree of success is due greatly to your unselfisAi services in pro- 
curing subscriptions. We desire your co-operation in the future, and especially 
do we appeal to the returned Elders of this Mission to assist us iu getting the 
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JouBNAL into CU9 many liam«s ab poeeible. Let us aJl work together in this matter. 
It is one of the means of spreaddng the truth and building up tlie Kingdom of God 
in the earth, and every Latter-day Saint sAiouId be interested in it and willing to 
contribute his influence and a little of his spare time towards helping to Toll it forth. 
Bound volumes of Volume Three will be ready within ten days or two weeks. 
There are but about four hundired volumes reserved,' and a number of these foe 
already ordered, so that those of you who desire to add this valuable work, beau- 
tifully bound in cloth, to j'^our libraries should order at once. The price is $1.25 
I>09tpaid. 



NOTICE OF FLORIDA CONFERENCE. 

A general con'feren<?e will be held in Jacksonville on -Saturday and Sunday, 
September 1st and 2nd, in the new church building at 1200 Highway. Saints and 
friends are cordially invited.. 



NOTES FROM THE FIELD. 

(Continued from page 489) 

The Journal is just what we have been looking for." So writes our friend 
Mattre M. Keaton, of North Carolina, who Is investigating the Grospel. 



"l%ere is more pure Gospel to tihe square inch in the Joubnal tiian in any 
other' x>ai)er I ever saw in my life," writes Brother W. H. Pittman, of Georgia. 



Sister. Luvinde M. Myers, of Virginia, says the Journal always brings sun- 
shine and gladness to her home, and that she considers it a most welcome visitor. 



Miss Sadie Branch, of North Oairolina, says : "I can't find words with which 
to express my appreciation for the little twice-a-month preacher, the Journal."* 



iSister Catherine Wiibum, of Oalder Station, Utah, informs us that she is now 
nicely located in a comfortable hoxise. She also adds her praises for the Journal. 



Writing from North Ccurolina Sister J. G. Jeffreys states that she enjoys the 
Journal and has tried to get her neightbors to take it but they are afraid of Mor- 
monism. 



Elder S- L. Cox, of Idaho Falls, Idaho, sends us four more subscriptions 
and expresses many kind words for the Journal. Brother Cox is another one of 
our energetic co-workers. 



Sister Josie C. Smith, of Cincinnati, Ohio, sends us the subscriptioo of one of 
her friends, whom she says is a friend to the Elders. "The Journal is a dear 
paper and I love to read it," she says. 



The papers published at Colu^njbuis, Georgia, are very bitter against the Elders 
and the Gospel. It was tbou^t that the brethren would have to leave the city, 
but things are now in much better condition. 



Elders W. T. Lister and R. E. Green of the Ohio Conference, recently held 
a meeting at Columhus Grove, which was attended by nearly three hundred 
I)ersons. They sold several books on the occasion. 



Brother B. D. Stephens, of Mississippi, induced one of his acquaintances to 
subscribe for the Journal. The gentleman expressed himself as having been de- 
sirous of hearing something about the Latter-day Saints for a long time. 



"We have been taking the Journal two years," writes Sister Laura Bar- 
geron, of Georgia, and every number we receive makes us appreciate the little 
naessenger of truth more and more. We shall take it just as long as it is pub- 
lished." 
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• Elders Benjamin Lairson and J. D. Terpe41 Tepopt that they hare found the 
Saints in the line of their duties in Albemarle Oounty, Vrrginia. Ooneiderable 
pi'ejudicesi exists in some parts, but generally speaking, they are treated 
courteously. 



Reporting from Rutledge, Creorgia, Elders L. H. Baker and ^Moreni Winterton 
say they are holdinsr a great »umber of meetings. They are doing a good work 
for the Journal as they visit among the Saints and friends throughout the differ- 
ent counities. 



Brother Tlhomas B. II. All redd, of Desert, Utah, sends us five new subscirii- 
tions for the Journal, andi promisee to add to this liat. This is an example of 
what can be done by our bi'othren at home if they will put forth the effort, and 
It is connmendable work, too. 



Elders M. A. Barton and J. A. Lowe, of the Georgia Conference, send the 
account of a healing through the power of the Lord, in the case of Sister Sarepca 
Bragg. Sister Bragg was suffeiring intense pain and after the adminisptratioo she 
was perfectly restored to health. 



Elder J. H. Hardy, of Vernal, Utah, still oonibinnes to keep u-p his winning 
record on subscriptions sent in for the Journal. We baTe just received three 
more wbiob make in all, forty-two received from him- Brother Hardy is a man 
who certainly improves his talent. 



Sister Grace Shutton, secretary of tiie Mt. Airy iSimday school, in North 
Carolina, says she has been a member of the Church- three yeaips and is the only 
Mormon girl in Surry Oounty. Her father is the superintend^ent. They are 
greatly pleased with the Journal. 



The Elders* Journal is the only source from wihich I receive encou^ge- 
ment, for there aire no Elders here now," says "Sister Lena W^nberg, of North 
Carolina. Sister Winberg also sends us two subscriptions. Sister Kidd .of Wil- 
mington, also is working for the Journal. 



Elders A. O. Jackson and W. H. Etherington inform us that recently they were 
kindly entertained by two Baptist ministers. The brethren have held several suc- 
cessful meetings which have been well attended. The people where they are labor- 
ing, Lawrence County, Tennessee, treat them very courteously. 



Elders Joseph A. .Storey and I>a\nd Egan, of the Virginia Conferences-forward 
the intelligence that they preached to about two hundred people on the streets of 
BaTlhurst, the oounty site of Allegheney County, Virginia, Recently they visited 
the Sunday School at Natal, and found it in a prosperous condition. 



Two more subscriptions were ipecei\'ed from Sister Martha Isom, of Thatdier, 
Arizona. Sister Isom took a sample copy of the Journal with her on a visit to 
her friends and secured tiipee subscriptions. This was a short time ago, and now 
she favors us with two more. Sister Isom. is one of the Journal's best friends. 



Wlhile canvasing a certain district in Alabama, Elders T. W. Gunn and H. G. 
Stokes came to the thouse of a mindster who ordered them off bis premises, saying 
that the Prophet Joseph Smith was an impostor and was killed for kidnapping 
young girls, and that he did not wnant two beardless boys around him teaching a 
pack of lies. "Consistency thou art a jewel !" 



Stella, the little five-year-old daughter of Sister Lizzie M. Nichols, was afflicted 
with a bad case of pneumonia. Elders O. C Stevens and A. R. Meacham visited 
Sister Nichols at her home in Ironton, Ky., at the time of her child's sickness, and 
were asked to administer to her. Two hours after the ordinance had been per- 
formed, the little one got up from a sound sleep and -resumed her play, feeling 
perfectly well. 
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Preeident J. A. Patton. together with Elders G. W. Chapman, F. E. Pact*, 
and Edgar Niolson, met with the Saintsr at Red Bird, Ala,, on July Fourth to cele- 
brate the day. The reading? of the Decktration of Independence and several other 
intereecing numbers made up itihe en<}oyable program rendered. Lundi was served, . 
and a generally good time porticipiated in by all, completed the orders of the day. 



Brotiher W. H. Mayo, of Erbo, F}a,, give an intereeting account of a picndc 
enjoyed by the Saints and friends at that place. Brother Mayo also states that 
one of his acquadntances lost a little chtld. and he was called upooi to conduct t^3 
funeral services. He further remavked that the Conference showed 52 Journals 
for the month, and suggested that the Saiats and Elders bring the numb^ up to 
102. So be it. 



Ivittle Zeb V. Hiatt, of North Carolina, write** us a very interesting letter. 
He says that at the Conference hfld at Mt. Aary on the 7th and 8th of July, tiie 
Elders succeeded in getting the consent of the trustees of the scbool house in whidi 
to hold services, but that they were prohibited from enjoying this right by a 
Methodist iSundoy school superintf-nd«at who raised an uproar among the people 
a^n^ the Elders. 



The Blackshear Relief Society is doing an excellent work. It wa« oiigandzed 
Se^ember 2, 1905, with seven members enrolled. Sister Elizabeth Henderson was 
ahosen as president with Sisters Cornelia Milligan and Ellen Webb as counselors. 
Last March -Sister Henderson mo\'ed away and "Sister Webb succeeded her with 
Sisters M-ilHgam and Minn/ie Henderson as oounsek^ns. The Society is doing a 
ntost exceHent work. 



From a report received from the New Zealand Mission we learn that there are 
fifty-four Elders laboring there, eighteen of whom are working among the 
Europeans. There are 807,929 whites in their fieJd. The report sfiKxws that the 
Elders there are doing an excellent work. The Mission prropo^es to publish a 
Mission paper shortly and the Journal ®in>oe«>ely wishes President Hogland and 
his co-laborers success in this worthy movement. 



Elder C. A. Callis, reports from Jacksonville, Fla., that at Peoria and Middle- 
burg, two adjacent towns, the Elders have held several meetings wiidch have been 
weH attended. Two Baptist preachers denounced them a» worse than rattlesnakes 
and that thej' ought to be run out of the country, but still the >\-ork goes on just 
the same. -Sister C. A. Callis addressed the people at one of the meetings and did 
much good by talking for the ■v\'o«nen of the Cwuroh. 



We have received complimentary expressions from a number of our friends and 
patrons, wbich we A^TOiild like to publish in detail, but are unable to do so on 
account of lack of space ; however we desire them to know we sincerely appreciate 
their many kind words for the Journal. The names are as follows: Brothers 
W. B. Kirk, of Virginia, and S. K. Louden, of Kentucky ; Brothers C. F. Milton 
and W. J. Lindsey, of Florida ; Brothers G. L. Locke, James Parker and John H. 
Maynard, of Tennessee ; Sisters A. E. Enicks and Mary Evans, of South Carolina ; 
Brothers H. P. Dotson, W. W. Valentine, and Flue Smith, of Mississippi ; Brother 
S. IL Price, of North Carolina, and Sister C. Shinkle, of Ohio. 



TRANSFERS. 

Elder Joseph T. Moore from Virginia to Middle Tennessee, and Elder George 
M. Bartholomew from Middle Tennessee to Mission Ofllce. 



RELEASES. 

Elder Gerald W. Bills, of North Carolina, and EMder J. F. Royal of East Ten- 
nessee, are both honorably released on account of ill health. Elder W. C- Shipp- 
ley, of the Mission Office: Elder E. E. Pierce, of Virginia; EUder George A. 
fSherman, of Georgia, and Elder Albert Harper, of North Carolina, are all hon- 
orably released. 
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MOTHER'S WORK. 



If thy work be holding dimpled cheeks of 

babies to thy breast, 
F'ashloning small garments where the 

needle moves to inward tune, 
Stitching dainty scallops for a little 

rounded wrist. 
Or knitting a silk sheathing for feet as 

soft as rose leaves, 
Count thyself a sister of the gentle Ju- 

deau woman, 
Mother of a Saviour! How knowest 

rhou the outcome 
Of this beauteous bud of home? With 

thee lies the unfolding. 



^fake thy garden fragrant with tender 

self-denying. 
With love purged pure by prayer, woo 

the opening blossom. 
Thine a holy business set thee by the 

Father ; 
All its pains rewarded by gifts of honeyed 

kisses, 
.\nd angel looks that babies bring from 

heaven, 
Clasi>ing of soft arms, and murmuring 

of lovers 
Innocent as birds in the dewy boughs of 

Maytime. 

—Mary F. Butts, 



DIED. 

BoLiCK — Elba Blizabetii Bolick. infant daugbber of Robert and Mary Coleman 
Bolick, and grand-daughter of local Elder E. T. Coleman, died at Union, S- C 
May 4. 

BoarH — Ilflrley K. Booth, eldest son- of Brother L. A. Booth, died on July 
15. at Mon/tgomery, Ala. The young man was twen/ty-two years old last month 
and an exemplar^' and faithful Datter-day Saint. 

Jordan — William L. Jordan, at Chesterfield, S. C, on March 4. Brother Jor- 
dan died in the Church firm -in the faith. 

Thomas — ITezekiaih Thomas, on June 4, Florola. Fla., of slow fever. Brother 
Thomas has been a faithful member since he w^s baptized in 1896. A devoted 
wife and six children remain to mourn their loss. 
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'*l'ou ask the learned doctors tchy they say the tcorld was made out o] noth- 
ingy and they wUl answer, *Don*t the Bible say He created the world*. .And they 
infer from the word ^create* that it must have been made out of nothing. Now 
the word 'crcatei' came from the word baurau, which does not mean to create out 
of nothing; it means to organize, the same as a man would organize materials 
and build a ship. Hence we infer that God had materials to organize the world 
out of chaos — chaotic matter, which is element, and in which dwells all the glory. 
Element had an existence from the time He had. The pure principles of elemenj 
are principles which can never be destroyed; they may be organized and reor- 
ganized, but not destroyed. They had no beginning and can have no end.'* — 
Joseph Smith, the Prophet, at King Follctt's funeral, April, 1844. 



Vol. III. Skptember 1, 1906. No. 25. 



CHANGE IN THE ELDERS' JOURNAL. 

The attention of our readers is called to the editorial in this issue 
under the heading, "A New Elders' Journal/^ copied from the Deseret 
News of August 14. For some time the necessity of inaugurating a sys- 
tem by which the Saints, both in Zion and in the world, could establish 
a library of Mormon literature, has been seen by thinking members of 
the Church; and from time to time many regrets have been expressed 
by those who have studied this question that it is impossible to obtain 
copies of the early publications of the Church, such as back volumes of the 
Millennial Star; the Journal of Discourses; Times and Seasons; Messen- 
ger and Advocate; as well as many of the able editorials on doctrine from 
the Deseret News, together with writings from the Contributor, Juvenile 
Instructor', and other Church publications whose pages contain the 
noblest efforts of the best talented and most gifted men that have been 
connected with the Church. These writings are hidden away within the 
covers of antique and musty volumes, of which only a few copies are now 
in existence. The Authorities of the Church as well as numbers of the 
lay members, have deeply regretted the fact that the Saints generally are 
unable to obtain these valuable editions of church literature for their 
libraries, and it is now proposed to give all the members of the Church 
the opportunity of their lives by placing within their reach a reproduc- 
tion of all the masterpieces of the early Elders in modern times, whose 
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mighty pens, directed by divine influence, shook the very foundations of 
darkness upon the earth, and in the face of ignorance, intolerance and 
superstition in all their organized powers, established righteousness and 
truth in the land. It was the writings of these men which brought some 
of the brightest minds of the age into the Church, and what they accom- 
plished then it is reasonable to suppose they can accomplish again if sent 
upon their second mission among those who still sit in darkness. Xo man 
in the Church today, even with the assistance of all the compendiums, 
ready references, and other church helps, can wield the pen in defense 
of God^s work with greater force than did these early writers who went 
forth to battle with Lucifer like David before Goliath, armed with 
naught but the power of God. Most of these men too, like David of old, 
came from the lowly walks of life, however notwithstanding, every word, 
every sentence, and every paragraph, seems to have been framed undeV 
the direct inspiration of the Almighty, and fell upon the minds of those 
who read, with, such clearness of thought and such force of argument as 
if they had been penned by the hands of angels, driving home to the very 
hearts of the honest and deepest among men, the great truth that the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ was again restored to the earth in all its f ullnes:i. 
That the writings of these men must not remain in oblivion, has been 
decreed, and the day of their resurrection is at hand. The Authorities of 
the Church have selected the Elders' Journal as the medium through 
which they shall be brought to light, and this selection is but a fitting 
tribute to the memory of the great latter-day prophet, Joseph Smith, who 
in the days of Kirtland and Far West established the first missionary 
paper in the Church imder the name of "The Elders' Journal," and no 
doubt intended that it should be devoted to the cause of missionary work. 
The new Elders' Journal* containing a reproduction of these 
choice articles, will not only afford the Saints an opportunity to secure 
a library of the best church literature, but it will also be a most potent 
' agency in the hands of the missionaries abroad in the world, engaged in 
converting the sons and daughters of God to His divine truth. It will 
also bring to the remembrance of the aged, who in their younger days 
were led to accept the Gospel through this means, things pertaining to 
their early lives which will be a source of great pleasure to them today. 
It will also give wisdom and knowledge unto the rising generation, who 
know nothing of these heaven inspired articles. 

The first number of Volume One of the new Journal will be issued 
on October 1, the present number being sent out simply as a supplement 
to Volume Three, which has just closed. This arrangement will hand- 
somely enrich the value of the past three volumes because they will be 
looked upon together with the original Elders' Journal, published in 
Kirtland, and Far West, as the forerunners of the new magazine now 
inaugurated to act as the "Mormon Scrapbook," filled with a collection of 
the best writings in the Church. In order to fully accomplish the work 
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mapped out, the present size of the Jouknal will be increased^ and con- 
sequently the subscription price will be raised, but those of our readers 
whose subscriptions are paid in advance, and those whose subscriptions 
now expire, if renewed, will not be asked for the difference in price, but 
will continue to receive every number contracted for under the fifty-cent 
rate. 

Another thing : The adoption of this new policy will necessitate the 
elimination of the kind expressions from our many friends which hereto- 
fore have appeared alternately with the reviews. We shall always appre- 
ciate these courteous words of encouragement, however, but owing to 
the extensive work to be accomplished we will be unable to give them 
space in the Journal. The reviews and notes from the field will here- 
after be confined exclusively to things of general interest and historical 
merit, in order to give other missions a chance to be represented; for it 
is hoped that the other fields — those within the United States at least — 
will contribute to this department of the Joubnal^ thereby making it 
one of the most interesting features of the publication. 

We invite the co-operation of the authorities of stakes and wards 
in Zion ; of presidents of missions ; missionaries in the field ; and of the 
Saints everywhere, to assist us in swelling our subscription list, that all the 
members throughout the Church may have this excellent opportunity of 
starting a library of the best literature on the Gospel to be found in all 
the publications of the Church. The first number of the new publication 
will be a marked improvement upon the past, and it will be our aim to 
enhance the value of every issue from month to month in order that the 
present rapid growth of the Journal may not only be continued but also 
increased, and also that its usefulness as a storehouse of information on 
all subjects of interest to the Elders and the Saints will be so far reaching 
that no one in the Church can afford to deprive himself of its presence in 
his home. Here is the opportunity of your life, and now is the time to 
act. Improve it while the present is yours, lest it pass you by to return 
no more forever. 



DEATH OF ELDER E. G. STEVENS. 

DIES IN THE MISSION FIELD OF BBAIN FE^EB. 

Elder W. M. Paxman, Secretary of the New Zealand Mission, writing to 
the Deaeret yews from Auckland, under date of August 1, says: 

"A gloom has been cast over the New Zealand Mission through the death of 
George W. Stevens, one of our most faithful Elders, which occurred at Inver- 
cargilt Hospital July 26, brain fever being the cause of death. His illness was 
of but short duration, he having been confined to the hospital but ten days. EXder 
Stevens was bom in Ephraim, Utah, Jan. 19, 1873, but later on in life moved lo 
Ferrin, Emery County, Utah, which was his home at the time he left in Decem- 
ber, 1905, to fill a mission in New Zealand. He airrived at Auckland Jan. 4, 
where he received appointment to labor in Otago Conference, in which plaoe he 
labored very energetically for the spread of trutii, never being ashamed of the 
name he bore. He was always faithful an all his callin^B, ever realising that he 
was here doing the Father's will, and that he did it, Is evident from the good 
reiwrts received. Among his fellow men he was held in high esteem, and as a 
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companion was most congenial. His labors, as well as campanionship, will be 
greatly missed by Elders, Saints and friends of New Zealand, and we extend our 
sympathy to his wife, children and relatives who are left to mourn the death of 
a noble son of Zion. 

•*The body will be properly preserved and s-hipped to his home, leaving 
Auckland Aug. 17, accompanied by Elder Hiram L. Baker, one of his missionary 
companions in New Zealand." 



MILLVILLE CHURCH BUILDING. 

Below is shown the neat church building of the Saints at Millvile, com- 
pleted April 14, 1900. The structure is 24x3C feet, with a well of good water ia 
the rear hall, and stands on an acre of land contributed by Brother John F. Ray. 
The means was furnished by the Saints of Millville and the Elders of the confer- 




LattsrwDay Saints' Churoh at Millville, MIsalaslppl. 

ence. Several friends, too, assisted in the work by helping to get out the lumber. 
Endefs Martin Anderson and W. A. Hat<ii, tx)gether ^nth other Elders and a number 
of tlie brethren of the branch, erected the building, Blder Anderson being in 
charge. As it stands, painted, papered and comfortably furnished, it represent^ 
about $1,500. During the week it is used for public school purposes. The Saints 
feel justly proud of their comfortable quarters, and they as well as the Elders who 
wkh united effort accomplished this worthy object, are to be heartily commended. 
Both the Millville and the Darbun- meeting houses have been erected during the 
administration of President E. D. Buchanan, to whom due credit must be given. 



"Good momdnig," "good-bj'e." **please," "thanks," a kiss and "good n'ght'* aie 
tlie sparks which keep the fires of aflPection burning along life's pathway. — Tri- 
weekly Journal. 
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AUGUST REVIEW. 

Mississippi — Some cases of sickness have been reported during the montb, 
but none of a serious nature have developed. The month closed with all tbe 
Elders enjoying fairly good health. Elder David Gourley was transferred to 
Kentucky on account of ill health, and Elder Joseph E. Gubler has been afflicted 
to such an extent that his transfer to another part of the mission will be 
effected at once. A Sunday School has been organized and fourteen baptisms 
performed in the Conference. E. D. Buchanan, President. 

Georgia — The Elders have suffered more or less from the excessive lieat, 
but none report serious illness. Elder G. H. Shoell, however, was tramferred 
to Kentucky on account of sickness. His condition was not alarming bot a 
change was thought advisable. Several of the brethren have slept in the woods, 
but generally speaking, they have been treated with kindness and consideration. 
The Columbus Elders, M. T. Harmon, L. W. Ogden, George B. Pope and G. H. 
Shoell experienced a most bitter attack from the Columbus Ledger. Several 
articles appeared in the columns of the paper filled witii vdle expressions against 
the Church and the Elders. Mob violence was advocated, and at one time it 
looked aa though the brethren would have to leave or be mobbed. A minister by 
the name of George W. Payne, with whom the Elders were staying, did a most 
effective work towards allaying the prejudice engendered, and much credit is 
due him for the peaceful condition now existing in the city. President M. P. 
Cosby went to Columbus to investigate the conditions and returned to Atlanta 
after peace had been resored, leaving Elders George B. Pope and L. W. Ogden 
in charge of the work there. At one meeting held on the streets before President 
Cosby came away about two hundred people stopped to listen. Elder Cosby beinc 
the speaker, and after the service many came up and riiook 'bands with tbie 
brethren. Elders M. A. Barton and J. A. Lowe were abused by a man by the 
name of Parterfield, in M'adison County. He forbid the Elders from holding 
meetings with some of the Saints who lived on his land. Elder A. B. Walton is 
teaching school by request of the people of a small village in Coweta County. 
Elder M. A. Barton succeeded Elder George A. Sherman, who was released, as 
counselor to the President of the Conference. One baptism was reported during 
the month. M. P. OosBT, President. 

NoBTH Carolina — Rainy weather somewhat prevented the Blders from 
doing the best work ; however, good reports came in and a great number of peopit 
were visited. Elders A. A. Andrus and J. H. Clark held two meeting in a 
Baptist Church and one in a school house, all being well attended. These txretkren 
were also refused food by one man, who said, '*'Such men as yoo and me can't 
eat together." He then ordered them into the street. Gilders C. B. Allred and 
Joseph E. Facer held a meeting in a sdiool house and were well treated by the 
people. Elders A. F. Pierce and Gwynne Page report a most socoessful trip on 
the Virginia line.^ They held seven meetings in one week. Threats have been 
made against the ^Elders at Pilot Mountain, but no action has been taken by 
the mobbers. Elders C. E. Little and E. L. Simpson were assailed by a deacon 
in one of the churches. His wife took the Elders' part and adced her hoaband 
not to be so abusive, whereupon the deacon turned upon her and called her to 
repentance. Sister Sabra Nielsen and Leisha Brooks, of Hatrker's Iidand, under 
date of July 27, write that the mob had notified them by letter that tlie Saints 
would not be permitted to hold any more meetings of any kind on tlie island. 
Threats are also made that the Saints and their friends shortly will be driven 
from the island. The Saints and their friends have sent a petition to the 
governor for protection, but have received no reply. Elders Pa^ and Pi6roe 
baptized seven applicants on the 17th, after holding a well attended meeting at 
the water's edge. Elder G. W. Bills was released on account of sickness. The 
local priesthood are doing commendable work. John A. Bebbett, President. 

South Carolina — The Saints of Senaca had the pleasure of a bnuK^ coo- 
ference the latter part of July, several of the Elders being in attendance. Presi- 
dent Gibbs reports the branch there in excellnt condition. The Saints Yuirt 
built a church and are striving hard to build themselves up in the work of the 
Lord. Elders Joseph Anderson and W. A. Wells have been notified by professed 
Christians at a small place in Aiken County, to leave or tliey would be forced 
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to do so with the usual means of persuasion applied by characters of the mob 
stripe. Another branch Conference was held at Windsor, at which President 
Gibbs and Elder W. H. Little were present, together with a number of Elders 
and Saints. Elders J. L. Oman and C. N. Motes baptized six into the fold, and 
Elders Rich and Norwood and W. R. Lewis baptized one. Two other baptisms 
were performed by Elders LaRoy Hopkins and D. A. Gillies. 

John H. Gibbs, President. 

Florida — During th^ latter part of July and also during the whole month 
of August, the Eilders all enjoyed good health with the exception of one or two 
of the brethren who are sufitering with minor complaints. On July 24 the Saints 
and friends of Jacksonville met with the Elders in the church and celebrated the 
day in fitting style. The Elders laboring in this city are very successful in 
holding meetings in neighboring villages. Some of the brethren have had to 
remain out all night, but none have suffered from this experience. The Saints 
and friends of the following counties, namely, Madison, Jefferson, Taylor, and 
Lafayette, will be visited by Elders Wilford Whittaker and LaRoy Pay, who 
have been appoints to labor in this field. One applicant was baptized at Day- 
tonia by Elders D. A. Tidwell and George L. Spangenberg. 

D. A. Tidwell, President. 

ViBOiMiA — A heavy downpour of rain at frequent intervals during the month 
greatly hindered the work. However, the Elders managed to cover considerabb 
territory, distributing much literature and preaching the Gospel on the wav. 
Elders T. A. Storey and David Egan obtained permission to preach on the 
streets of Oovin^on and to canvass the city. So far little headway has beer 
made on account of the indifference of the people. A case of healing is reported 
by Eilders J. I. Bowers and F. P. Whitney. Mary, the daughter of Brother and 
Sister Elijah Smith,« had been afflicted for some time, being so low that a nurse 
was kept constantly at her side. The doctor's treatment gave no relief, and when 
the Elders called they were asked to administer to her. She immediately revived 
and was perfectly well within a few days. Her voice was so much impaired during 
the tittMk of sidmess that she could hardly be heard, and the bretiyen say 
that five minutes after the administration she could be heard all over the room. 
A branch oonfereoce waa held at Ohaleybeate Springs, at which several of the 
Elders were present. Another similar gathering was convened at Mountain Lake, 
Preflident H. A. Rands being in attendance at both conferences. The people in 
this section are very friendly and several additions to the Church are looked 
for in the near future. H. Ashley. Rands. President. 

EIknttjcky — E}ncouraging reports have been received from all parts of the 
Conference during the month. Some little sickness among the brethren has been 
felt, and a few cases of intolerance experienced, still, taking -all into considera- 
tion, the work done is very gratifying. One one occasion Elders David Penrod 
and E}dwaird Koford were invited to preach in a church, and were driven out 
after the coogregation had assembled. The meeting was continued in the open 
air and a respectful hearing given the brethren. Elders Penrod and G. Williams 
were later threatened with mob abuse if they did not leave the country. Many 
friends were raised up unto them who guarded the meeting house, and the brethren 
were unmolested. It was thought best, however, to remove them from Laurel 
County until the excitement had subsided. ESlders W. A. Hatch and Duncan 
Stewart have had so many invitations to visit investigators in their county that 
they have hardly been able to respond to the calls. On the 15th the Elders in 
Louisville met some of the members of the Hawaiian band and spent a very 
pleasant time with them. During the month thirty children were blessed and 
seventeen baptisms performed. Elder R. Ray Nixon arrived on the 14th from 
Cinoinnati to inspect the Conference records. 

James A. Christen son, President. 

At.awama — ^During the month the reports have been considerably smaller than 
usual, due perhaps to the hot weather. At Elkmont a branch conference wa* 
held at which several Elders were present. Three public meetings and one 
priesthood meeting were held. At Sulligent, Elders R. E. Baxter and A. H. 
Taggart baptized two into the Church. President J. A. Paton, together with a 
number of the Elders, met in conference with the Saints at Mblder. The spirit 
of the Lord was abundantly poured out upon the gathering. At the priesthood 
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meeting the Elders were assigned to labor in the following fields: Elders Thos. 
E. Rose and W. H. Wiser to Limestone County ; Elders H. J. Fowkes and Wm. 
Freeman to Madison County ; Elders Roy S. Porter and A. H. Taggart to Lamar 
and Franklin Counties; Elders George W. Chapman and R. E. Baxter to Oolbeit 
and Lauderdale Counties ; Elder David Larsen and Fred E. Willardson to Hunts- 
ville; and Elders J. E. Gee and J. Wl Ackroyd to labor among thei Saints. 
These brethren performed one baptism on the 7th. Elder J. E. Jensen arrived 
on the 16th, and was assigned to labor with Elder Rose, and Elder Wiser with 
President Paton. The Elders are following the method of systematic study anl 
some have learned seventy-five passages of Scripture bearing on one subject. 
The brethren are all united and good health prevails throughout the Conference. 

Jacob A. Paton, President. 

East Tennessee — The Elders during the month have been blessed with good 
health, with but two exceptions. Elder G. W. Etherington was poisoned and suf- 
fered with skin eruptions as a result, but completely recovered. On July 26 
President L. J. Ball and W. A. Walker met with the city board and chief of 
police of Knoxville and made a second attempt to get permission to preach on 
the streets. The request was granted on condition that the brethren were not to 
hold their meetings on the main thoroughfares. Elder J. F. Royle was released 
to return home on account of sickness. His companion Elder C. O. Whiting, went 
to Campbell County to labor with Elder R. S. Bishop. Elder Parley Smith was 
also released on account of ill health, and Elder G. L. Hobson, with whom he was 
laboring, was assigned to travel with Elder W. A. Walker. E^lders Loren Mc- 
Gavin and W. S. Taylor report excellent conditions in the northern part of 
Campbell County, where they performed two baptisms. They also blessed two 
children. Ltman J. Ball, President. 

Ohio — On July 20, President Sylvester Broadbent, toge-ther with Elder-; 
George A. Bigler, J. D. Stoddard and Fred Nielson, went to Byington. Pike 
County, where they held memorial services in honor of Sister Elizabeth R. Miller, 
who died a few months before. The trustees of the Union Church refused the 
use of their hall, but they were kindly given the use of the Red Men's assembly 
room, in which the exercises were held. In the afternoon and evening following 
the obsequies, the Saints and Elders met in conference capacity and enjoyed the 
outpouring of the Spirit of the Lord. It should be said that the members of the 
lodge spoken of above gratuitously cleaned, and decorated the hall and furnished 
ushers for the gathering. A meeting in progress in the vicinity was postponed be- 
cause of the large turnout at the conference. The hall was furnished gratis, and the 
use of the same proffered at any time the Elders desired to use it. Elders W. T. 
Lester and R. E. Green report an attendance of two and three hundred people 
at their street meetings at Columbus Gro\^e. On the 14th, Elder R. Ray Nixon 
left Cincinnati, after having set the Conference books in order, and proceeded! 
to Louisville, Ky., the headquarters of that Conference. Elder Carl K. Conrad 
was honorably released and returned home on the 21st. From everj' part of the 
field good reports are received, and all of the Elders are forging ahead in the 
work. Some of them have spent a few nights in the woods, but, as a rule they 
meet with kind treatment. Sylvesteb Broadbent, President. 

Middle Tennessee — Heavy rains have materially hindered the Elders id 
their work in this section. However, they have not been idle, and considerablt; 
work has been accomplished. President W. D. Bocker has been busy holding 
Conferences among the Saints, at which gatherings several Elders were present. 
The first conference was held at Greenville Bend, followed by similar meetings at 
Pine Creek, Britt*s Landing on the Tennessee river. Cedar Creek, and Magnolia. 
On all occasions the meetings were well atttended, and especially at Cedar Creek, 
where the congregation numbered nearly four hundred. At Britt*s Landing threats 
were made against the Elders, but nothing materialized. Elders A. O. Jackson 
and James W. Gillman report one baptism. Nashville is being worked system- 
atically, the part east of the Cumberland River having been thoroughly can- 
vassed. The work in Marshall County has been opened up by Elders Preston 
Joyner and Henry Sudweeks with prospects of bright promise. There are four 
elders in Lawrence County, EJJders Geo. W. W51cox, A. O. Jackson, O. W. Bou- 
ham, and O. R. Child, Jr., and these brethren are kept busy filling appointments 
with investigators who have invited them to call. W. D. Bockeb, President. 
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BEN E. RICH, Editor. J. STOKBS, Jr.. AMOciate Editor. 

** Behold, they that have been sent to preach my Grospel amoDg the congreflra- 
tions of the wicked: wherefore I give to them a commandment thus: *THOU 
SHALT NOT IDLE AWAY THY TIME.* '*— (Doctrine and Covenants, section 60. 
verse 13.) 



EDITORIAL. 



A NEW ELDERS* JOURNAL. 

(Deseret News, Aug. 14, 1906.) 

For some time the idea of starting a publication to be called Tin: 
Elders' Journal has been a subject of consideration among tlie leading 
authorities of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. This to 
be not in the nature of a newspaper or mere chronicler of current events, 
but a magazine devoted to historical and literary articles and data, in 
convenient form for binding, to form volumes for the private and public 
libraries of the Church. 

The starting of the Elders' Journal by President Ben. E. Rich, of 
the Southern States Mission, has formed a foundation for the carrying 
out of this project. The Deseret News has, on several occasions, referred 
to that valuable little publication, and always with pleasure and satisfac- 
tion. It is now proposed to enlarge that magazine and to incorporate 
with it articles and discourses delivered in early times by leading Elders 
of the Church, on subjects that are always of interest to the Latter-day 
Saints and to inquirers after the principles of the latter-day Gospel. 
Many of these are to be found in early numbers of the Millennial Star 
and of the Journal of Discourses and of the Deseret News, and their 
reproduction would please a great many persons who are not in possession 
of those works. 

They would furnish articles of information and argument to Elders 
now in the mission field, who were born and have grown up in the faith 
since those writings were first published. Selections could be made from 
them of matter that would be both timely and profitable at the present, 
and they would prove interesting to the general reader and aid in the 
dissemination of principles that are priceless, and suggest ideas that 
would lead to reflection and inquiry into further intelligence. 

In addition to such literature, the movements of missions and the 
experience of Elders and Saints at different places in later times could 
be given, as well as contributions from able writers on matters up to date. 
Our friends can readily perceive how such a publication could be issued, 
under proper management, that would be attractive and invaluable. 
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Elder Rich has the matter in hand, and will probably take immediate 
steps to issue the Journal in the proposed form, monthly to begin with, 
and will lay his plans accordingly. He has the approval of the presiding 
authorities in the commencement of the work. 

We mention the undertaking now, so that the Latter-day Saints may 
be prepared when solicited to subscribe to the publication and understand 
that it is something worthy of their support. We are sure that when it 
is once launched from the press it will commend itself to our people gen- 
erally and our missionaries in particular. The present Elders' Journal 
will form a good neucleus for the larger production, and we will look for 
the new work with eager anticipation and hope for its success. 



BAPTISM OF CHILDREN. 

THE RESPONSIBILITY RESTING UPON PARENTS AND THE LAW PERTAINING THERETO. 

In some families in the Ohupch parents do not teach their childreit the princi- 
ples of the Gospel, nor have tbem baptised at the proper a^e. Some fathers and 
mothers, particularly those who have been in the CJhurch but a short time, feel, as 
we have heard some of them express themselves, that they desire the children to be 
left until they are grown before unitinji: with any church, and then they can better 
judge for themselves which one to join. We wish to say a few words concerning 
this matter to the Saints, especially to those in this Mission ; and so fad* as our 
influence extends, to all those unto whom our counsel might apply, whether they be 
in Zion or in the world. 

Fathers and mothers : God has blessed you with inteUigence, and the grave 
responsibility rests upon you to use that intelligence, not only for your own gener- 
al good, but also for the benefit of .\x)ur children which He has allowed to come 
under your guardianship. You are responsible to the utmost degree of your human 
powers for the physical, the itttellectual, the moral, and the spiritual development 
of the spirits clothed with mortality through your parenthood. It is their right 
to be well cared for, and protected from all dangers and all evil influences so fir 
as you are able, and to be suirounded with the best environment you can secure in 
order that they may rise to the very highest type of womanhood and manhood of 
which their natures ai^ capable. And it is your solemn and sacred duty to protect 
the5»e rights, and through the knowledge given you, to make everything as favorable 
to this end as your capabilities will allow. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ embraces all principle of truth which effect not 
only the physical, but also the spiritual body of man in all phases of its existence. 
These laws extend into the eternal world. They marked the path of duty leading 
to the zenith of perfection of which our spirits were capable in our pre-existant 
state; they reach into this existance upon the earth, defining the way through 
which we may attain the highest degree of perfection here; and they stretch forth 
into the sphere beyond, pointing out the line of eternal progression whereby every 
evil tendency may be removed and every dornmnt attribute and faculty, be invigo- 
rated and brought into activity, and every normal function of both mind and l>ody 
be stirred to action in all their power and magnificence, lifting man from ignorance 
to intelligence, from vice and all its evils to purity, from darkness unto light, yea, 
from earth to the eternal brightness and transcendent glories of the celestial abode 
of Jesus Christ and of God the Rtemal Father. This is tiie end Jesus had in con- 
templation when He said, **Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father in heaven 
is perfect." 

There is but one road to this state of purity; this state of higher intelligence; 
this state of perfect development ; this state of supreme happiness — the road over 
which all c<»lestial bodies have gone — the road defined by God our Eternal Father, 
through the Gospel of His Son Jesus Christ. This plan of eternal life, or if you 
please, plan of external progression, has been restored to the earth. You fathres and 
mothers have embraced it. and if you have done your duty, you know by the whis- 
perings of the Holy Ghost that it is tnie. You have the assurance and the testi- 
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mony that if you prove faithful to your covenants, eventually you will be saveJ 
in the Kingdom of our Father. Eternal life is your objective point. It is the end 
towards which you are woricing, and it can be attained only through obedience to 
the laws and ordinances of the Gospel. 

One of the greatest responsibilities resting upon you as parents, is to teach 
your children the way of life, that they too may attain this condition of perfection. 
They should be taught to exercise faith in the Lord. The nature, the attributes, 
and faculties of our Father above should be explained unto them, that they may 
have an understanding of Him whom they are taught to worship and to whom 
they are instructed to look for blessings for their obedience. They should be trained 
in the habit of prayer as soon as they can utter the simplest speech, and constantly 
directed in the path of righteousness from their earliest childhood. They should 
be taught the difiterence between right and wron^ on matters which their tender 
minds can grasp and be made acquainted with the penalties imposed for doing the 
wrong, and the blessings rewarded for doing the right. They should know the 
importance of the mission of Jesus; why He came and gave Himself a sacrifice 
for all mankind, and the things required of them to do, if they would enjoy «i 
fullness of the blessings of His atonement. Repentance, baptism and the laying 
on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost, each in turn, should be carefully ex- 
plained to their understandings, and if these principles be faithfully laid before 
them, by the time they are eight years old — the required age for baptism — they 
will be anxious to comply with this ordinance, and eager to receive the right to 
the companionship of the Holy Ghost. The Word of Wisdom should be kept by the 
children, and as soon as they can comprehend the reasons for its observance, this 
information should be given. The law of tithing, too, should be explained to 
them, and the habit of serving the Lord in this way encouraged and commended. 
Your children thus taught the Gospel are not deprived of the right of hearing 
other doctrines from the various sectarian churches in the land, if they choose to 
investigate them when they are old enough to do so intelligently ; and further- 
more, if they be grounded in the faith from their youth, they will be better able 
to appreciate the truth through comparison, and will thereby become better men 
and better women, and more valiant champions of the cross and what is more, 
they will have started on the ri«ht road to eternal life, avoiding the necessity 
of begining at the foot, at a time, perhaps, when their lives are half spent, and 
the very part of life, too, in which they are most susceptible to the whisperings 
of the Spirit of Truth, and when their whole natures are best prepared to absorb 
that which is good and to eschew that which is evik 

The commandment of the Lord to parents on this subject is this; 

"And a^in, in as mudi as parents have children in Zion. or in any of her 
stakes, which are organized, that teach them not to understand the doctrine of 
repentance, faith in Christ, the Son of the living God, and of baptism and the 
gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands when they are eight years old, 
the sin be upKm the hea<|B of the parents. For this shall be a law unto the 
inhabitaaits of Zion, or in any of her stakes which are organized; and their 
children shall be baptized for the remission of their sins when eight years old, and 
receive the laying on of hands: and they shall also teach their children to 
pray and to walk uprightly before the Lord." — Doctrine and Covenants, Sec. 63: 
25-28. 

This is the law, and all fathers and mothers should realize the importance 
of obeying it. To hold them responsible for the conduct of their children until 
the age of accountability, is perfectly just. Infants are helpless and without 
judgment. They are not responsible for their mortal existence, but their parents 
are, and upon them — the parents — devolve the imperative duty of protecting 
every right of the child with which it is bom possessed, chief among which is 
the right to life. This embraces a right to protection from all physical harm 
and danger. The laws of the land recognize this right and supply every possible 
means to give it protection. God goes one step farther; He not only makes pro- 
vision for the protection of the physical, but He also provides for the spiritual 
protection of the child, and He places the responsibility of carrying out these 
provisions exactly where it naturally and justly falls, upon the shoulders of 
the fathers and the mothers. And more than that. He also supplies the means 
for the perfect development of every part of man, both physical and spiritual. 
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and just so long as the child is unable to take care of itself, and until it arrives 
at the age of accountability, the imperative duty of teaching and leading it in 
the path to this condition of physical and spiritual perfection, rests in full 
force upon the fathers and the mothers, and they cannot shirk the obligation 
without condemnation, for God has laid down the law and declared that the 
transgressors shall not go unpunished . Why is this duty so important? 
Because a child neglected is certain to sustain evil effects upon his physical 
and spiritual natures, which will send their bad results speeding down the cor- 
ridors of time to the detriments of hundreds of unborn generations, all of whom 
must suffer mcwe or less from the negligence or carelessness of the responsible 
ancestors. No wonder, then, that the law quoted above is so stringent, and that 
the importance of living it is made so emphatic. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ opens the doors to the perfect development of 
man in all his physical, moral, intellectual and spiritual powers. It lays down 
every principle upon which every degree of progress is predicated, and holds out 
to view the grand and glorious end of eternal life to be gained through perfect 
obedience to every truth revealed from heaven. You cannot bend the matured 
oak, neither can you change the mature nature of the untrained and neglected 
man to the condition of perfection which would exist if the development of his 
powers be commenced at birth and continued throughoout his life. The destiny 
of the child and its posterity naturally depends to a great extent upon the parents, 
and since the Gospel provides every requisite for the eternal growth and develop- 
ment of its body and its spirit, God has said if parents do not teach their children 
"the doctrine of repentance, faith in Christ, the Son of the living God, and of 
baptism, aoid the gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands when they are 
eight years old, the sin be upon the heads of the parents." 

Therefore we implore you, fathers and mothers, to be diligent in these 
things. Teach your children- the principles of the Gospel, that they may be 
prepared for baptism at the proper age. and when the right time comes send for 
the Elders to perform the ordinance, that the Spirit of God may be given unto 
them to be their constant companion in life — a perpetual light unto their feet, 
marking the path of duty and revealing the eternal truths of heaven which will 
lead them back into the presence of God. This is your sacred duty as fathers 
and mothers in the Church, and God will not hold you guiltless if you fail to 
discharge it faithfully and diligently so long as the responsibility rests upon you. 
Therefore, if you have been negligent in the past in this matter, begin at once 
to set your houses in order. Seek the Lord for light and wisdom, fill your minds 
with the truths of eternal life, and then in all humility, patience, diligence and 
earnestness impart the same unto your children, and lead them into the fold of 
Christ, that your record may clean before the Lord, and your salvation made 
sure in the Kingdom of God. 



EARTHQUAKE IN CHILE, SOUTH AMERICA. 

VALPABAISO AND SEVERAL OTHER CITIES DESTROYED BY FIRE AND EARTHQUAKE. 

"For nathn shall rise against nation, and Kingdom against Kingdom; and 
ihore shall he famines and pestilences, and earthquakes in divers places.'^ — Christ 
to His Disciples on Mount Olive, A. D. 33. Matt. 24-7. 

**And in that day shall he heard of tears and rumors of wars, and the whole 
earth shall he in commottion, and men^s heart shall fail them, and they shall say 
that Christ delayeth His coming until the end of the earth. And there slmll he 
earthquakes in divers places and many desolations, yet men will harden their hearts 
against Me, and they will take up the sword one against anoth^'r, and they will 
kill one another.'* — Christ to the Prophet Joseph Smith, Kirtland, Ohio, 1831. 
Doc. & Gov., Sec. 45. 

Another great calamity, equal to, if not greater, than that of San Francisco, 
visited the western coast of South America at 8 o'clock p. m., Thursday, August IG, 
almost wiping out of existence Valparaiso, a city of 150,000 population •; Vina del 
Mar, three miles from Valparaiso, with 10,000 population ; Quirihue, 225 miles to 
the south, with 2,500 population ; Salto Limache, fifteen miles to the north wewt, 
with a population of 6,500: Quillato, twenty-five miles to the northwest, with a 
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population of 10,000 ; and smaller cities and villages within a radius of many miles. 
Santiago also suffered heavy losses from the destruction of large buildings. In this 
city the board of public works are advised that 3,000 houses will have to be de- 
molished as a result of the earthquake damages. The latest reports direct from the 
seat of the catastrophe say that over four hundred shocks were felt and that fire 
broke out all over the city a few minutes after the first quake. No one knows 
exactly how many people were buried alive beneath the debris of fallen structures 
or how many perished in the flames in their maddening course, but conservative 
estimates place the cajsuaJties at 2,000. Up to August 21, tiie total number of 
corpses buried was 648. The property loss in Valparaiso will, according to the best 
authority, aggregate $50,000,000. The public squares and parks are crowded with 
the 100,000 homeless and destitute unfortunates of the; <yty. Without sufficient 
food or water, and with no protection from the winds and the rain, the horror and 
grief stricken men, women and children present a most pitiable condition of mental 
and physical suffering. And what makes conditions worse is the fact that all rail- 
road connections are cut off. The tracks are twisted beyond service, and the tunnels 
are filled with fallen rocks and earth. The situation is api>alling and beyond 
human imagination. Cablegrams from Valparaiso say that the food famine in all 
probability will be of short duration by reason of the prompt action of the 
authorities, who have dispatched steamers both north and south for supplies ani 
troops. 

On the night of the earthquake the streets of Valparaiso were filled with ter- 
rified, wailing and hysterical people, who fell upon their knees in prayer, thinking 
the end of the world had come. This enormous loss of life and property, following 
so closely upon the San Francisco horrors and numerous other catastrophies of 
recent occurrence, when associated with the spirit of suicide and murder, which 
seems to fill the hearts of men ; the wars and preparation for war throughout the 
world ; the gathering of the Jews at Jerusalem, and the fact that the angel has 
restored the Gospel (Rev. 14 :6) and that it is being preached unto all the world ; 
all of these things measured by the words of prophecy quoted at the outset most 
certainly furnish food for reflection, especially to the Latter-day Saints; and the 
events should impress upon the minds of the Saints the necessity of living worthily 
before the Lord in order that they may stand in holy places and escape the judg- 
ments poured out upon the earth in these the last days. 



RETURN OF PRESIDENT RICH. 

President Rich has returned from a two months trip to the West, where he 
has been busily engaged in superintending the completion of his new residence at 
Centreville, Utah. His family is now located in their comfortable home, much to 
their joy and satisfaction. Brother Rich will remain in^the South long enough 
to hold the Florida and Georgia Conferences and to get the new Eldebs' Journal 
well under way, when he will again .return to Zion for the October conference, 
after which he will once more wend his way southward and begin the role of hold- 
ing conferences with the Elders throughout the Mission. 



THAT "ENDLESS CHAIN OF PRAYER." 

Rev. William Lawrence, £)piscopaJ Bishop of Massachusetts, who was thought 
to be the person who started the hoax known as an "endlesB chain of prayer," 
concerning which several of our Saints in the South are already informed, has 
issued a denial of the charges and says the movement was the woric of some de- 
mented or mischievious individual. The scheme, as the public generally knows, 
began by sending out nine letters to as many persons, praying for all mankind, and 
enjoining each of the receivers of the letters to rewrite the prayer nine times, each 
copy of which should be sent in turn to different people. To do this was a safe- 
guard against dreadful and horrifying calamities which were said would certainly 
befall all individuals who received a letter and did not copy it and send it to nine 
others. From the publicity the matter is receiving, showing evidently that thou- 
sands of these letters have been received throughout parts of the United States 
and Canada, and some also in France, we thought just a word on the subject would 
be in season. As we said in a former issue of the Journal, in brief mention of 
this subject, this scheme is a senseless piece of work from some silly individual an-l 



Digitized by 



Google 



ELDERS' JOURNAL J3 

should be put down as ridiculous if not sacreligious, and by no means should it be 
taken seriously. People receiving these letters should consign them to the waste 
pile and think no more about them. 



BOUND VOLUMES. 

The binders have been unable to get the bound volumes of the Journal out 
as early as expected, and it may be several days yet before we can commence to 
fill your orders. But we shall fill them just as soon as we possibly can. 



THE JOURNAL'S PROGRESS. 

Since the lint o( May one thousand and seventy-seven subscribers have been added to our 
list — a growth of two hundred and sixty-eight a month, and this too, without one single salaried 
or commissioned agent in the field. 

Again : Out of five thousand subscribers on our books, we have but four hundred and one 
delinquents. Three hundred of these became such with the last issue, and have not yet had 
sufficient time to renew ; and the remainder, one hundred and one, are all that are behind from 
those whose subscriptions expired with the preceding two numbers. 

This is what the Ellders, the Saints and friends have done for the Journal in the past four 
months 1 This is the gratifying result of their co-operative work, and shows what great achieve- 
ments can be wrought by a litde individual etfoit combined for one purpose. 

What a most excellent showing for the beginning of the new volume ! With this kind of 
support, how much better will be the report at the close ? How many more honest- hearted 
people out of the thousands yet to hear the Gospel, will be led to accept the Truth through the 
Journal; how many Saints, surrounded with prejudice and scattered throughout the mission 
fields, will be encouraged and kept steadfast in the faith by its influence; how many Saints at 
home, will be strengthened in the Gospel by its constant and earnest appeals to them to live 
faithful before the Lord ; how much light will be shed abroad in the land ; how much darkness 
dispelled; how much prejudice allayed; and how many friends won to the Truth, will resuk 
from its mission of light and love within the next year ; how nearly these worthy ends will be 
attytn<»<4 depends upon the present body of the Journal's friends. That each one of you will 
constitute yourself a home missionary, fasten the above results to be achieved, upon your mind, 
and continue your energetic co-operative work with us to the end of their accomplishment, so that 
within the next twelve months the utmost may be done for the advancement of the work of the 
Lord and the uplifting of mankind through this medium, is the earnest appeal made to you, one 
and all. We are all interested alike in this movement — it is a common cause -then let us, with 
one heart and one mind, continue to exert our efforts in unison, and assist in pushing it forward to 
a triumphant termination. 

**FOLLOW MY LEADER." 

BY HARRIET E. ROCKWELL. 

I have heard that a great part of the success of the first Napoleon lay in the 
word "come," and I know from personal observation that many failures in life 
are due to the word "go." 

There is e partnership, a sharing of tbings, a sort of fraternity about "come" 
that is irresistible. While "go" is a word whose imperiouaness and isolating tone 
is calculated to radse a spirit of remonstrance if not resdetance, and is the startnng 
point to many a small boy or girl of deceit and diaobedience. 

"Go and practice," to a child full of musical talent, is to chill that talent. To 
a child with no music do its soul, is a torture. 

"C5ome and let us study our music lesson," said a lady to her little daughter 
in my hearing some days ago. And, after listening in an adjoining room to the 
patient one, two, three, and four ^f the mother, while the little one touched the keys 
in time, interspersed with "no dear, it is sharp," or "remember, darling, we must 
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have this very perfect," for nearly an hour ; I was pleased to see the happy fac^s 
of both emerge from the parlor, and the mother with her arm over the neck of 
the little one, saying, "I think we shall have time for two ^^ames before tea." 

"CJome, let us try." It was always "come" and always "us." 

Do you say that mother had more time than most motdiers, or th«ut she was a 
slave to her child? Let roe tell you she had brought ap four in the same way, 
aaid earned her living meattwhdle with her pen. 

In contraart to this is a neighbor who has two l>right boys of twelve an! 
fifteen vears. 

She began wdth "go and play, don't bother me," "go to school," "go wash 
your hands," "go to bed," and now her main anxiety is that they shall "go to 
college," and it may end by their going to the bad as well. Not that they are 
badly inclined or in any way vicious or malicious in their disposition, but they 
have no love for home, no recolleetrion of a jolly time witii mother, or a small 
lark with father. 

Their only idea of the one is a person who is always getting rid of them, and 
of the other, a man so absorbed and studious that they have no desire to follow his 
ppofeasion and no sympathy with him in his perplexities. 

There is a sweet way of governing even' the most fractious lad, that, df mothers 
would only study and practice, there would be no hero so readily worshiped in 
after life, no talisman so powerful to guard from harm and temptation as the 
remembrance of the motlier who was always the ready companion. 

A mother who went rowing, and took an oar herself sometimes, a mother who 
with a big hat was ready, once a week, perhaps, for a stroll or a picnic. 

A mother who, -by the fireside, listened to boys* stories and laughed at their 
jokes, even the staJe ones. A mother whose lap was always waiting for some 
tired boy's head, and whose every look said "come." 

Girls, too, who can tell mother everything, who are happier when mother is 
one of the pafty, are girls, invariably, who have never been repulsed with "go," 
but wooed and won, and kept shielded by the charm of gentle "come." 



GEORGIA CONFERENCE. 

The Elders of Georgia will hold their conference at Atlanta on Saturday and 
Sunday, September 8 and 9. Priesthx>d meeting will be held Saturday, and 
public i|ieetings will be held Sunday at 2 p. m. and evening. As no arrangements 
for a hall are at this time reporte<f this information cannot be given, but the 
Saints can find the Elders at 73 East Mitchell street, who will direct them to the 
place of gathering. 



RACE SUICIDE A FACT. 

The "race suicide" repoirt of the Massachusetts bureau of labor is an inter- 
esting compilation of figures and not altogether a comforting one. Considering 
only nxarried women, widows and divorced women-, seven centers of population con- 
tained on May 1, 1005, a total of 46,022 mothers, of which number 19,478 were 
native born who have borne 53,954 children, and 26,544 foreign-born mothers with 
128,208 children to their credit. The native-bom mothers have had an average 
of 2.77 children, while the mothers of these native-bom women- had an average of 
6.47 children, being 67 per cent, more fecund than are their daughters of this 
generation. The foreign-bom women have an average of 4.83 children, while their 
mothers in Europe had an average of 7.75 children or 37 pea* cent, more than their 
daughters in this country. One need not be strong at figures to see where this state 
of things, if continued, will eventually leave the population of the state. — Boston 
Traveler. 



THREE NEW ELIJAHS. 

Tlierp are no le.ss than thr«H» Elijahs now posing before the i)eople in various 
parts of the country. John Alexander Dovvie, Elijah III., is fighting with the rest 
of his Christian CalhoHc Ohuroh for the possession of Zion City, on the shore of 
Lake Michigan: Sanford, the Elijah at the head of the "Holy Ghost and Us," of 
Shiloh, Me., has just returned after an extended yachting trip in Mediterranean 
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waters, to be tried for laanslaughter ; and now a negro Eftjah has arisen in 
Plainfield, X. J., a paralytic prophet, William S. Crowdy, head of the Church of 
God and Saints of Christ. — PuhUo Opinion, 



JORDAN WATER FOR SALE. 

A company has been started at Berlin called the Jordan Water Market with 
the object of selling Jordan water for the purposes of baptism. The prosi>ectu8. 
which is issued mainly to pastors and sextons, describes the labor and expense 
to which the company is put in order to dispatch caravans to and from the banks 
of the River Jordan. The price per bottle of water is fifteen marks, and every 
pastor who sells a bottle of it is entitled to four marks discount. General in- 
dignation is felt at the company of pastors and others wiio have started the 
business, and efforts are being made to stop the traffic. — Lond<fn Tribune. 



CHURCH AND THE STATE IN AMERICA. 

PARAGRAPHS QUOTED FROM CHARLES W. FAIIffiANKS, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE 

UNITED STATES. 

While with us the church and state are separate and should so continue, the 
Christian church is nevertheless a powerful agency in the support of a free state. 
It presided at the birth of the republic and has been its faithful guardian angel 
from that hour until now. It inculcates amon^ the great body of the people that 
wholesome respect for the rights of men, that regard for law and order, without 
which* the state cannot long survive. "The United States," said De Tocqueville, 
"must be religious to be free. Furthermore," said he, "despotism may govern with- 
out religious faith, but liberty cannot." 

Neither constitutions nor statutes, though they were framed by men with the 
wisdom of Solomon, can establish and maintain equality and absolute justice among 
men. Wie must look to the jwrsuasive power and influence of the Christian church 
to bring them to a complete realization of their true relationship to each other ; to 
their primary duty to deal fairly with one another, to carry into the various rela- 
tions of life the principles of that brief and splendid code, the Golden Rule. 

No political law can maintain enduring relations of aonity between capital and 
labor. No human law can bring them into such harmony as perpetually to avoid 
friction and collision. The Christian church can do more than all the measures 
framed by the hand of man to maintain industrial peace, for R teaches the brother- 
hood of man and inspires men with a sense of justice and fair play which is the 
ultimate foundation of good relations. 

If men do not have within them the spirit of love and justice, if they do not 
have in their breasts the spirit of divine law, there is little hope of enduring 
concord. 



ARRIVALS. 

Elder J. K, Jeasen, Sandy, Utah. Elder Luther A. -Stroud, Salt Lake City. 



APPOINTMENTS. 

Elder J. E. Jensen and EJlder Luther A. Stroud to the Alabama Conference. 



TRANSFERS. 

Elder David Gourley. of Mississippi, and Elder George H. Shcell, of Georgia, 
both to Kentucky. Elder Joseph E. Gubler, from Mississippi to "EtLSt Tennessee. 
Elder Joseph S. Fish from Florida to Ohio. 



RELEASED. 

Elders J. H. Snow, of Kentucky, Miles Durfee, of Georgia, and Parley P. 
Smith, of East Tennessee, ^^re all honorably released — the latter on account of 
sickness. 
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RETROSPECTION. 

"Is the world better or worse where I 

tread? 
What have I done ia the years that ara 

dead? 
What have I left in the way as I 

passed — 
Foilbles to perish, or blessing to last? 
— Selected. 



MINISTRIES. 



NOW. 



Time was, is past ; thou canst not *t 

recall. 
Time is, thou has?t ; employ the portion 

small. 
Time future is not, and may never be. 
Time present is the only time for thee. 
— Selecteil. 



ITie memory of a kindly word 

For long gone by ; 
The fragrance of a fading flower 

Sent lovingly ; 
The gleaming of a sudden smile 

Or sudden tear; 
The warmer pressure of the hand. 

The tone of cheer ; 
The hush that means. "I cannot speaK 

But I have heard ;" 
The note that only bears a verse 

From God's own word — 
Such tiny things we hardly count 

As ministry, 
The givers deeming they have shown 

Scant sympathy ; 
But when the heart is overwrought. 

Oh, who can tell 
The power of such tiny things 

To make it well. 

—Amos R. Wells. 



. DIED. 

Hunt — Mrs. Mary O. Hunt, a true fr!etid to the Elders and an earnest in- 
vestigator of the Truth, died on August 4th at her home, Xenia, Ohio. 
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Eldeb Ben. E. Rich, of the Southebn States Mission, 
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